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So erentfull has been the period ſince the teportet 
had laſt occaſion to addreſ u readers, and ſuch 
have been the changes in the aſpect of public affairs, 

that it is ſcarcely poſſible to predict what will be the 5 


: iſſue of the war, with any reaſonable expeRtation of ; 


| being likely to have the prediction fulfilled. The 
„ heavy burthens, which have neceſſarily | been impoſed 
on the country in order to diſcharge the unavoidable 
expences the war has occaſioned, have hitherto been : 
born with chearfullneſs, from a conſciouſneſs that : 
miniſters maintained hoſtilities in ſupport, not only 
1 of the national honour, but for the preſervation of that 
palladium of liberty, the Britiſh Conſtitution, which 
involves in it the religion, the morals, the property 
and all chat is eſtiinable in the ee, 


Within the laſt fix months a defire for peace and 
Aa wiſh to reſtore Europe to its s repoſe by e it 
A 2 85 from 


4 . 


1 ADDRESS, 


from Tie horrors MT a war, vr parralelled 3 in u KIRSTY 7 in 


all its circumſtances, have been manifeſted by the ; 


Britiſh government, but whether the Trench direc- 


tory were ſwayed by their fears of internal commo- 


tion, whether they ſaw that the exiſtence of their - 
Power depended on the employment of their armies in | 
an enemy's country, or whether they ſtood upon 5 


matters of mere form and punctilio, every effort on 
the part of adminiſtration to put an end to hoſtilities 
proved. ineffeQual, till the ſteps taken for that pur- 


poſe " have at length opened the \ way to an immediate | 
and direct negotiation, the iſſue of which muſt either 
Produce the defirable end of a juſt, honourable, and 
ſolid peace for us and our allies, or muſt prove be- 
yond diſpute, 1 to what cauſe alone the prolongation 
of the calamities of war muſt be aſcribed.” 1 This cir- 
cumſtanee has been rendered the more interefling and. 
important by his Majeſty” 5 gracious declaration to 
bis Parliament! in his Speech from the 1 hrone, that 
he ſhall immediately ſend a perſon. to Paris with full 
Powers to treat for a general peace. Poſſi bly the late 
glorious ſucceſſes of the Auſtrian arms, the total defcat 
of the army of Jourdan, and the diſcomfiture of that 5 
under Moreau, may have lowered the tone of che 
F rench Republican cabinet, and incline them to enter 


into a negotiation, von the happy concluſion of which ſo 
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much depends. In the mean time it cannot but 
afford a conſoling reflection to every Engliſhman, | 
when he turns his eyes back on the publick events of 
the laſt year, to find that if the hoſts of armies of 
France have dazzled Europe with their victories, they 

have filled every province through which they paſſed 


with horror by their depredation, their fergcity and 
Their total diſregard of every principle of civiliza- 


tion, morality and religion, while the navy of Great 
; Britain has 1 in all quarters of the world rode miſtrefs 
of the ſeas, atchieved prodigies of valour, and while 5 
our extenſive and increaſing commerce has been pro- 


tected, almoſt beyond example, the moſt important 


advantages have been obtained by its glorious ex. 
ertions; nor has it been leſs diſtinguiſhed for its 
ſucceſſs, then the mildneſs, humanity and atten- 
tion, experienced by all whom the chance of war 
put into the hands of Britiſh ſceamen. 


If we look to the internal ſituation of the kingdom, 
although every man muſt lament that taxes ſo ex- 
tremely irkſome are obliged to be levied on the ſob- 
ject, and heartily wilh that. a period was pus to the 
neceſſity that goads the miniſter of finance to invent 
new means of reſource, it cannot but be gratifying | 
to all Who love their county, to lee that under the 


* 


ſevere 


6 ADDRESS. 


ſevere preſſure of the publick burthens, agricultureand 


manufactures have flouriſhed, and our commerce has 


enereaſed to a degree unexampled in Britiſh annals. 


The firſt ſeſſion of the new Parliament has opened 
at an awfull period, when the reſources of the king- 
dom are labouring under peculiar difficulties. The 


great ſcarcity of money which has convulſed the 


e credit of the firſt merchants i in London, has natur ally 


and neceſſarily produced a general ſhock, which has 


not been unfelt by the miniſter. His talents as a 


financier, great as they confeſſedly are, have been 5 

taxcd to diſcover how he might raiſe more money 
with leaſt 1 incovenience to the publick: Whatever the Z 
means are, that he may have deviſed, they muſt 


early be communicated to parliament, and if chey 


ſhould prove improvident or inexpedient, we may be 


aſſured that the vigilance of an oppoſition, Poor in 


numbers, but rich in abilities, and acute in detec- 


tion of error, will aſſail the vulnerable part of the 


e raiſe a cry againſt | it, and if that cry be found 


on examination to be jutt, procure A falurary altera- : 


tion. Such in this country is the utility and the 
value of an oppoſition, and where the members of 


that oppoſition, are, as we hope, the preſent may be, 


honeſtly inclined and friendly to their country; where 
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-ADDRELK. © 7 
7 chey are not actuated ſolely by motives of private 


ambition, and influenced to attain power at any rate 
and by any means, however injurious to the intereſts 
of Great Britain, we ſhall hail oppoſition as the 


_ guardians of government, the uſeful watchmen of 
public affairs, and the /alutares reipublice cuſtodes. 


Much reliance, in the early part of the war, had 
been placed on the want of ſpecie in France, and the 
rapid depreciation of their paper currency. Expe- 
 rience, however, has proved that a great country 
can find ſubſtitutes for money, which ſhall for the 
moment ſupply the place of current coin. America, | 
ie during her conteſt with the mother country firſt 
Ig | taught this leſſon. Her paper and her pewter dol- 

lars were held in ridicule in Great Britain, but we 
had the mortification to ſee, that with ſuch ap- 
parently feeble aids ſne attained her independency. 
Our ſenators have reaſoned about the diſcount upon 
af renats, till the argument itſelf has in the eyes of 
many become as worthleſs as an affignat, notwith- 
ſtanding that i it is an undeniable fact, that the interior | 
of France is reduced to a ſtate of bankruptcy, the 
diſtreſſes of which cannot be effectually alleviated 
but by means which peace can alone afford, how- 
ever they may for a ſhort period be palliated by thoſe 
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ADDRESS: 


extraordinary efforts, that Phrenſy may ſuggeſt, and 
| which madmen only would attempt to carry into 
effect. During the preſent campaign the Frencl. have 
diſcovered a reſource, to which they have teſori 4. 
fince the king of Pruffia withdrew himſelf from 
the confederated alliance. They have carried war 5 


into their enẽ mies country, and ſupported their armies 


by the pillage and plunder of the inhabitants. 


The defeats of Jourdan and Moreau threaten a 
| ſpeedy termination to that project, as far as regards 
the German empire. Heaven avert, that ſuch a band 
of avowed robbers ſhould attempt to invade this 
. land ! F prompted by deſpair, they ſhould riſque 
the meaſure, conſcious of the patriotiſm, the valour 
and the ſpirit of our countrymen, who would doubt- 
lefs feel what it is to fight pro « arts et focts, we truſt 
that the whole nation would unite as one man, and 


4424 


that the enemy would be repelled 7 with ſhame and 
diſgrace. 
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The following are the Names of the Perſons returned a8 
MEMBERS of the NEW PARLIAMENT, 1796, with | 
the former Repreſentatives, and the Number « on the Poll, 
where there was a conteſt | . 


The Sixteen Scoren pern 3 returned! to repreſent the Peerag eof Scotland, ares 5 


T he Marquis of Tweedale | The Earl of Aboyne 


Earl of Errol FPearl of Bredalbane 

Earl of Caflillis Earl of Stair 

Earl of Strathmore Earl of Glaſgow 

Earl of Dumfries Lord Cathcart 

Earl of Elgin Lord Somerville 
Earl of Dalhouſie Lord Torphichen 
Earl of Northeſk _ Lord Napier 

— — — 


The Names in Tralicks are thoſe of the Candidates who have not ſucceeded 


Election ioo Election in 1796. 
| ABIXGDON, Berks. 
E. Loveden n Loveden, eſq. | Thomas Theop. Metcalfe 
„ 5 | AGMONDESHAM) Bucks. by 

W. Drake, Fe e Gerrard : 
T. Drake Tyrwitt, eſq. ä Re elected 5 
FE | f ST. Al Ane, Herts. | | 

Lord Bingham _ | Fon. R. Bingham „ Rea 7 

John Calvert, jun, eſq. T. S. Dyot i-ucknall . , 308 


„ Waddington „ "267 


TEE Ates Suffolk. 
| 1 Grey „ Me A. Taylor 


Hon. Thamas Grenville | | Sir John Aubrey | : 
7 Ar pnoke ven, Yorkſhire, 
John Galley Knight, eſq. C. Duncombe 
Richard M. T. Chiſwell, eſq, Re: elected 
; ; e Axpovxx; Hants. 
William Fellows, eſq. Hon. C. Wallop 
| Bande een, * | ny p 


8 Arciuora, . 


Vor. I. 1796. 2 


K ie J 


VVV Aer. 
50 Arrrzzv, belt. 


Hon. William Orimſton Hon. John Tufton 
Hon, Hon. John Rawdonn John Courtenay 


| 1 Suſſex. 
Sir George Thomas, barte* | ©: Re-elefied:: © 
| 8 T Renne Gaſcoi 295 bart. James Greene 
VVV " AonnonTon, Devon. 
Sir Robert Mackreth, knt. 5 Re- elected 
Laurence Palk, eſa. Re. elected 
N ED |  AvLEsBURY, Bucks. 
Scrope Bernard, eſq. Re- elected 
SGerard Lake, eſaqa. Re- elected 
„% ᷑ PMP | Bannvny, Oxfordſpire. - 
W. Holbech, eg. Dudley North 


BARNTSTAPLE, Devon. 


———— X—uĩ—EUͤk ͥ 


5 William Devaynes, eſq. 1 eee . 
; : 5 : | AED 5 | | | Barn, Somer ſetſpire. . 
4 : Viſcount Weymouth —_ Ne. elected 


| Rt. Hon, Sir e Arden, knt, Re: elected 
Br AUMAR 16, Angleſea, 


3 Sir Watkin W. 7. Wyone, b bart. ind wenne 


1 | BY 2 | 'BzDFoRDSHIRE. 

us Jv 0 a eſq. Re: elected 

| Hon. St. A. St. John EReeelected 

| „%% 5 Bronx p Town. 

1 William Colhoun, eſq. _ | Re · elected 

3 8. N elq. Re- elected 

. | | 2 0 | 1 Bxvwin, Wilts. 

| | | Viſcount 10 8 ES, Fon. T. Bruce 
HG By Edward * Eaſt, elq. | John Weta 

1 8 | BrznALSTON, Devon, | 


” | Sir John Mitford, ha ff. She glaliied 
I | Sir Yup Beaumont, bunt. W. Mitferd 


BxxxsnI xk. 


9 Valet eſq. : Re- ehe l 
Charles OG he Re-elefted ., , , , . 


* 
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| Elefiddin 1199. | Flitied in 1796. 


| John Cleveland, e · O Re-elefled . , . , . 
Tie „ - Richard Wilſen ; 5. 


9 I. Loveden 3 
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Sir Peter Burrell, knt, En Milfintown ; 
Thomas Fidell, eſq, _ Re- elected 
c S. Barnard F 


. 
Flad in 190. | Fd in 1796, 


| OE Brxwiex, Northumberland. 
Hon. Charles Carpenter 3 a Lord Tyrconnel _ 
John Callander, efq. 8 Re- elected 


| BevenLey, Yorkſhire, 


Job Wharton, eſq. W. Taten 


ir J. Pennyman, bart. ; N. C. Burton 0 


Hon. G. F. Littleton „ OBE M. P. Andreus 


: Bisnoe's CaTTLE, Shropfhires 


| Henry <tr achy, eſq. . 15 Ne. elected 


William Clive, eſq. | Re elected 


| Br ECHINGLEY, Survey. 
Sir Robert Clayton , bart, Sir Lionel Copley 


Philip F Ty y OS. | J. Steer 


| BopwyN, Cornwall; : 


/ Sir ; Jobs ler bed, bart. e 


* . My © 98 J. Nelbitt 


Vorvanvniven; Yorkſpire. 


Y Sir Richard 95980 0 bart. P. Burdett 
_ Maurice e * | | . Scott 


: | Dosenev, Cornwall, 
Hon. J. J. A start, OR: Re. elected 
dh n eſꝗ. : 5 Þ Lubbock 5 

| Bos rox, Lincolnſhire, 5 


B R AGKL EY, „ N. orthampronſpire.. 


Jeb William 1 . Reeelected 


Samuel wee eſq- ooo Re- elected 


BNA AER, Suſſex. 


Sir " Gough Calthorps, ben. Sie W, Boughton 
Sir Thomas Coxhead, knt © J. Adems 


Bazcon CounTy. 


Sir Charles Morgan, bart. IH | _Re-eleftod' | 


Bzzcon Town. 


Charles Morgan, eſq. Re-eleted 


BaidozxonTH, Shropſhire, 


Ifaxc Hawk. Browne, ſq. | Re. elected 


Jahn nn eſq. 1 5 Re· elected 


b 2 


Die- 


1 1 1 


Tledion in 179 5 Election i in 76. | 


„ BRIDGEWATER, 3 | Ms 1 
Hon. Vere Poulett ee Nos 


John Langſton, efq. J. Allen WD - 1 1 
5 : BaIbronx, Dor ſet, : = 


| Charles Sturt, eſg. | | Re: e ected 0 5 ; > 119 . 
George Barclay, eſa. Recent 18 5 
. | . Barges . 1 * 8 . 110 Fo a 


Baso City, | 


Marquis of Worceſter 1 JJ onions 364 | 
Lord Sheffield _ )% of ĩð ß ĩͤ ß »- *+...23060 
| | | | — Hob bouſe „FC . 102 


Bockinchantuink. 
Right Hon. Fateh Grenville Re- elected 5 0 
Marquis of Titchfield — _ Re. elected 15 5 
= | BucxinGnan TOWN, 7 atk 


: George Nugent, eſq. „„ Re elected | 
Lord Bridport, K. B. . Hon. T. Grenvitte 


„ ate ese is 
Sir John Call, bart. Re- elected 
Paul Orchard, eſq. Ker elected 
- | Carnz, Wilts. 
Joſeph Jekyll, ey. Re-eleced 
enjamin Vaughan, eſa. Sir F. Baring 
os | CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 


Charles Vorke, eſq . 5 8 Re: electe d | : : » 
James WArwope Adeane, ly. | Re. elected 


cu D Town. | 


Honourable Edward Finch Res elected LE | | 85 
Robert Manners, eſqg, _ | Re-eletted | 


| 7 LL | CammrIDGE UNIVERSIPY. 
| Right mae William Pitt Re- elected Ne 

Earl of Euſton | Po | Re- elected . | 1 

BB - DO . Cornwall. 5 5 | . 

William Smith, eſq. EE I. Benniſon j jun. | 

| Lord William Cavendiſh Bentinck J. Fo Angerſtein, j jun. 
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George Gipps 932 0 
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| Wilſon 9 N elq, 


1 ehn George Phillips, eſq. 
Sir Robert Williams, bart. 
Lord Paget 

T 1 Wen eſq. 


Sir R. ee bark | 


Thomas "ovens eſq. 


3 Fludyer, eſq. 


Fans Sloane, eſg. 
George Roſe, eſq. 


Robert Prefton, eſq. 


C384 
 FicGien in 1790. 
| | Carpiyy. 
Honourable James Evelyn Stuart Re. elected 
5  CARDIGANSHIRE, 
Thomas Johns | 


CarDiGaN. 


| Earl of Liſburne 


John Campbell, eſq. 
| | CanrisLE. 


J. c. Curwen, eg. Re-elefted . , » 


E. Knubley 53 


 CarRMARTHENSHIRE. 
Re. elected 


CARMAR THEN. 


Sir James Hamlyn, bart, 


Dorien Mayen 
© CARNARVONSHIBEL. 
Re- elected 
CARNARVON, ; 1 
Honourable E. Paget 


cruz R181NG, Norfolk. 


H. Churchill 
Re- elected 


Charles Boone, efq, 


Cunsniny, 
Re- elected | 
EO Chalmongaley * . 
Caxerxn Cry... 
| Re- elected 
Re- elected 
Cnienksr rA, Sufſex. 
Re- elected 
| Re- elected 
EnrrzxnaAx, Wilts, 
| Re- elected 
Re- elected 
| Cuntarcurncn, Hants, 
W. S. Roſe 
| Re- elected 
| C1 RENCESTER , Glouceſter ſhire. | | 
Re- elected 


John Crewe, * 


Vifcount Belgrave 
Themas e eſg. 


PER: White Thomas, eſq. 


4 ” 


James Dawkins, eſq. 


Michael Hicks Beach, * 


e Cane <6 
Sir James Grabam ®* * 


Electiun in 1796. 


Honourable 35 Vaughay 


>... * # 93 3 
Re elected . 93 0 33 15 ä pi 
— * +* 5 © | 


E leckion in 1790. 


Sir John Aubrey, bart. 


J. B. Garforth, eſq. 
John Anſtruther, eſq. 


Robert Thornton , eſq. 


Sir George Jackſo', bart. 


John Bond, eſq. 
Henry Banks, eſq. 


Sir W. Lemon, bart. 
Francis Gregor, eſq. 


Lord Eardley, 
| John Wiimot, eſq. 


Thomas {ſtcourt, eſq. 
Lord Porcheſter 


Sir Henry Fletcher, bart. 


5 Humphrey Seuhouſe, eſq. 


Edmund Baſtard. eſq. 


Right Hon. J. C. Villiers 
Robert Watkin Wynue, eſq. 
| Richard Mydddleton, jun. eſq. 


Edward Miller “ unday, eſq. 


Lord John Cavendiſh 


Lord G. A. H. Coat th 


Edward Coke, eſq. 


Rt. Hon, Henry Addington 


Joſhua Smith, eſq, | 


„ 


CL1THERO, Lancaſhire, | 


Lord Edward C. Bentinck 
Richard Earle Drax Groſvenor, eſq, Honourable Robert Curzon 


Cock RRMOU TA, Cumberland. 


Re- elected 

E. Burrows 

CoLCcHESTER, Eſſex. 
Re- elected 


Coxr-CAs TL E, Dor ſetſpire. 


Re- elected 
Re- elected 


CoRN WALL. 


Re. elected 
Re- elected 


— 


CovenTry, Warwickſhire, 


W. Bird 
N. Jefferys 
_ CrickLadr, Wilts. 
Re- elected | 
Re- elected 
CUMBERLAND. 
Re · elected 
Jehn Lowther 
DA ar MOUTH, Devonſbire. 
Re- elected 
Re- elected 
DENBIGHSHIRE. 
Re · elected 
'DenBich TOWN. 
Re- elected 
DurBySHIRE, 
Re- elected 
Re. elected 


DERBY Town. 


Ne elected. 
DRVIZ Ts, Wilts. 


Re- elected 
Re- elected 


Lord Muncaſter 


Re ele des 


. * 
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Rlection in 1796, 
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John Rolle, eſq. 


William Merton Pitt, eſq. 


William Wii ghtſon, eſq. 


Sir E. Winnington, bart. 
Sir Joſhua Vanneck, bart. 


M.iles Barne, eſq. 
| Rowland Burden, eſq. : 
Ralph Milbanke, eſq. 


Sir H. Vane Tempeſt, bart. 


Charles Arbuthnot, eſg. | 


Sir J. Ruſhout, bart. 
Thomas Thompſon, eſq. 


John Baring, eſq. 


1 
Election in 1790. Election in 1796. 
| Dzvonsnirn. 
| Laurence Palk 


John F. Baſtard, eſq. Re- elected 


| . DoxsETSRHIRI. 
Francis John Browne, eſq. Re- elected 
Re · e ected 


DorcnEsTER, Dorſet. 


Re- elected 
Re elected 


Francis Fane, eſq. 
Hon. Cropley Aſhley, 
5 | Doves, Kent. 

| Ne- elected 


Re electeeeel ».-+ X 3 HR. \. > 
Col. Bayley . „% oe es 239 


3 

0 

. 
TY 
V 
2 


Charles Small Pybus, eſq. 
John Trevannion, eſq. 


Down Ton, Wilts, 
Sir W. Scott | 
H. S. Conway wy Hon. B. Bouverie 
5 Dux 01TWICH) Worceſter ſhires 
Re. elected | 
Re- e ected | 2 


 Dunwics, Suffolk. 


Re elected | 
Suowden Barne 2 


Hon. Andrew Foley 


Deanna CounrTy. 
Re. elected 
Re- elected 
. DunkAM CIT. 
William Hen, Lambton, eſa. Re- elected 
Re- elected 
5 EasTLOOE, Cornwall. 


Re. elected 
Re- elected 


Robert Wood, eſq. 


sr. EDNMeNDenuR v, Suffelk. | 
Re-elected . 5: „„ 6-8 | . 23 
Lord F. Harvey I RY By Eh 


Lord C. Fitzroy :. GE JOY 14 


Sir Charles Davers, bart. 

Lord Charles Fitzroy 

55 | e | Tk Esskx CouN TY. 

Tho. Berney Bramſton, eſq. Re- elected 

John Bullock, eſq, Re- elected 
3 | EvzSHAM, Worceſterſpire. 


Un uceeſs ul VV | $ | 
87 popes © 66 | 
Re- electgsggd 367 


1a n Deven, 


Sir C. W. Bamfylde 


John Buller, eſq. 
Re · elected 


un, in 1790. 


Hon. William Cornwallis 
Viſcount Brome | 


Sir Roger Moſtyn, bart. 
| Watkin Williams, eſq, 


Philip R afhiteigh, eſq. 
Rt. 


William Curile; eſq» 
John — elg. 


Marquis of Lorne 
Hon. William Eliot 


Thomas Wyndham, eq. 


5 Hon. G. C. Berkeley 
| ee Maſters, eſq 


John Pitt, BY 
Henry Howard 55 


Jeremiah Crutchley, eſq. 
Thomas Wallace, ety. 


George Sutton, eſq. 
Simon Yorke, ly, a. 


2 Harriſon, eſq. 
Dudley North, eſq. 
Nathaniel Dance, efq. 
William Niſbet, eſq. 


Hon. Thomas Onſlow 
George Sumner, eſq. 


Sir W. Heathcote, bart. 
William Chute, eſq. 


on. Sylveſter Douglas | 


WY SP MMP or MAY oe or anus” 2494," CGR EE ren EE 


lau in 1796. 
Re. elected | 
M. Singleton 


Prins II. N 
Re- elected 


Tims Town. 
Re- elected 
Fowz v, Cornwall. 
Re- elected 
R. P. Carew 
| GAT Ton; Surrey. 


John Petrie 
Sir Gilbert Heatheote 


sr. enn s, Cornwall. 


Lord Grey 
Re· elected 


GLrAMORGANSNIRE. 
Re- elected 


SroveksTERSNIRE. 


Re· elected . 
Marquis of TO” 


GLovcesTER, | 

Re- elected 

Re elected 
GNAMroux D. 


Robert Sewell 
B. Edwards 


Gu ax THA, Lincolnſbire. 


Re- elected 
Re · elected 


| Gur FAT Gu IMSBY, Lincolnſhire. 


A; Boucherett « -c 
W. Melliſh 1 8 o 
_ Capel Loft "a 8 
Home Gordon „„ WS 


Fas Os EAs, Suſſex. 5 


Re elected 
J. Strange 


Gun.DroxD, Surrey. 
| eee e 
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P. Botham 
HAMPSHIRE, 


Re-eletted 
Re- elected 
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1 
Flons in 1790. Fo Elefioa in 3786, 
HARwick, Eſſex. 


Kt. Hon. Tho. Ord Powlett | R. Hopkins 


John Robinſon, eq _ Re. elected 


HASLEMERE, Surrey. 


Rt. Hon. W. G. Hamilton James Lowther 
James C. Satterthwaite, eſq. | Ne- elected 


HAs TIN es, Surrey. 


Jokia Sites; elq.. 5 Sir James Sanderſon 
Robert Dundas, eſg. Nicholas Vanſittart 


| Ha VERFOR DWEST, Pembrokeſhire. 
Lord Kenſington _ | Ke. elected 


He LSTON) r "all, 


Sir Steph. Luthington, bart. 5 Richards 
Charles Abbot, elq, Re-elected 


HEREFORDSHIRE, NY 


Kt. Hon. 8 Harley | ;Re-eiefted : a5 5 - 
Sir G. Cornewal., bart. -- Unſucceſsfnl - .* « 
OE NE CS oa Robert Biddulph . .. . 


Fx2erorD CIT. 


John Scudamore; egg... Reelected 
mn Walwyn, elq. 55 Re- e e ted 


HxRTTORDSRIRE. 


William Plumer, eſg. Re elected : d@x- 8: | 
William Laker, elq. | | Re-vectcd: 5 ot: 


1563 
1010 


12965 


1016 


387 


J F Waddington «4 46 


HxxTronp Towx. 


1 Calvert, * | 3 5 Re elected 
n e, eſg. 5 Re- elected 


; Hzy DON, Vorl ſpirs. 


8 1 Darell, part. 1 5 "Re cle&ed: 
Rena ia elqe Chriſtopher Atkinſon 


HzrTES URY, Hits. 


e Roſe Ellis, e · 59 Sir ]. Leiceſter 
r Clifaen | 8 Re ele ed 


; | Hionuan Fadnans Northamptonſhire. 
James Adairy eq. N Re elected 


Hinvon, Wilts. 
Thomas Wildman, eig. M. G. Lewes 
James e ys Re- elected 


* v2 


| Honron, Devon. 


Sir George Vonge, „ NY George Shum 
George Vempler „ eſq. __ George Chambers 


Vo. I. 1796. 6 


Hon - | 


* 
* 6 — 8 


[1 i 5 8 Jromren, Suffolt. 53 1 

7 Sir John Doyley, ban. Sir A. Hammond 4 „ 40 5 
N C. A. Crickett, eſq. % /Ä ² ⅛ r . » 20S 
| e - Middleton , . . 4 
| „„ 2h | $7. Ivz2, Cornwall. : 

LY William Praed, cfq, Ne- elected 
| Willem Mill, eds. Sic R. C. O 
| Co 3 1 5 RN. . | | - 
| Sir E. Knatchbull, dart, Res elect ee „99 
| Elmer Honcywood, eſq. bi wilt 1 9-0 5 „4280 
| 5 TR 5 kme s 1225 Neorfult. 
* Hon. Horatis Walpole Re elected 
| | Dir Martin B. Tolkee, bart. Re- elected 
| | Kincsron-vrox- Hv, Tor ſp irg. | 
| ran of Burford Sir C. Turner. „ „ „ „ 332. 
1 | n Thornton 4g. Ne- elend! „% PE 
* 9 5 | W. S. Stanhope $6 0: © -.-© 7h, 
f Kva3343030VOK, Yorkſbire, * | 
1 : 5 Rare, Ay Re · elected 
| rd John Townſhend © Re e ected 
| uh \ LANCASHIRE» | 
7. * eſq. Re. elected 
| «John Blackburns, efy, Re clected 
E 
3 LANCASTER: 

e. r Richard Paus 
N | Jobs oak — 


— 
. 


Tord w. Gordon 
William Fullarton, eſq. 
Farl Ludlow 5 
Viſcount Hinchinbroke 
| ; | 
| 


| Hon. 15255 Willett Payne 
| my Speed, 5 


<= 


e e. F. Radelife bars, 


4 W. Evelyn, eſg. 


; Jenn Harcourt, eſg. 
| Samuel Long, eſq. 


1 18 1 


Tleftien in 1790. 


El:Bios in 179%. 
Hon RAM, Suſſex. . 


Sir J. Macpherfon | 
James Fox 


HVNT1INGDONSHIRE. 


Lord Fred. Montage | 
Re- elected 5 
"es. | 
| W. H. Fellows 
John Calvert, Nn. 
Rrrux, Rent. 


Re elected 
Re- elected 


I1»s re VESTIR, Semerſetſhire. 


Sir Robert Clayton | 
W. Dickinſon 
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2 
. 2 17955 | | Election in 1796 


La 0 Nei Tor, "Cornwall, 


non 1 Rodney Hon. J. Rawdon . 
J. Brogden . . 
William Garthſhore, ela. L Unſucceſful « » 


Far! of Dalkeith . | 


LEICESTERSHIRE, 65 


William Pochin, 8 Rei elected 
Hon. Penn Aſketon Curzon Re. elected 
. . Liezserz. Town, . 
Lord Rancliffe | | ©: Me-clefted 3 5 
Samuel Smith, eſq, | S. Smith +.» 
15 | | 


B. Greathead « « 
W. Ruding „ 4 5 


LEOMINSTER, Herefordſpire, 
John We eſq. b „ 


Kichard Beckford, eg. | | G. A. Pollen 
| | R. Biddulph Sal : 


LEtsKEARD, Cornwall 


Hon. Edward James Eliot +1) Re-eleted 
Hon. John Eliot | | Re-elected 
| | LYSTWITMIEL, Pane 
Reginald 1 Pole Carew, eſg. _ Hans Sloane 
| George Smith, eſq W. Dane | 
— f 3 Luvzs, Suſſex, | 
Fon. Henry Pelham J. C. pelham 
Thomas Kempe, eſq. | : Re- elected 
- ; 3 | ns Aen. Dorſet. 
Hon. Henry Fane Re. elected 
Hon. Thomas Fane Re elected | 
TN | Las colssuI AE. — | 
| ir." Thorold, bart, | | Sir Gilbert Heathcow | 
e Vyner, jun th SE cee | 
. : | Linder bir | 
Lord Hobart © Richard Elliſoa 


Hon. Col, Rawdon | Receletted 

| Livenrs2um, Staffurdſbire. 
Tins 3 8 Re elected 
Lord Grande. Leviſon Gower a Re- elected | 


Luv ER roor, Lancaſhire, 


| Banifter Tarlton, ES Rs (tO GR” 
Rader N eſq. Re- elected 
5 F. Tarleton 2 7 


f William Curtis, eſq. e 8 | Re elected - „ . BAS Nr 4313 : 
: Sir atkin Lewes f Unſucceſsful . . . o "MES. 2360 


Rich. Pavne Knight, eſg. | Re- elected 1 | 
Hon. Robert Clive Re. elected 105 


* 
Hon. W. A. Harbord _ Farl of Dalkeith 7 x 
Mr. Alderman Newnham Thomas Everett | . 


Matthew Bloxham, cſq. Ne elected 


: Clement Taylor, eſq. _ 155 Oliver Delaney | BY Ly 


: Francis Glanville, elq, _ ” Smith ET Ihe „ | . 


Will. Lee Antonie, eſq. . Wii — 454 


FleFion in 1790. Fla in om . | EX, 
LonDeN., | | 4 


por Wilham 4 nderſon, eſq. 8 ö Re- elected KS NE 8c 54S 3173 
illiam Luſhington, eſa. .Re-cleSies: <5; 1 

1 „ H. e, Combe 337 
itt 5c", 6. BIOS 


LvvLow, Shrepſhire. 
Luc6cxR8HALL, Wiltſhire. 


1 5 | LYMINGTON, HANTS. 
Sir Harry Burrard, bart. Sir H. B. Neale 
Nath. Braſſey Halhed, eſq. W. Manning 


Mal DSsToN N, Kent. 


5 e MALDEN, Eſex. * 
oſeph Holden Strutt. eſq. Re- eleg ed ö Th 

Charles Calls — * ES, Ne. elefted Ce | —_ 

| Makursbvxv, 2 

Sir James Sanderfon, bart, P. Thelluſon 


| Matrox, Yorkſhire. | e a „5 TE 

Viſcount Milton | Re- elected | ö + *; 

William Baldwin, efq. | Ne- elected ; SIE MES. 27 
Maz130z0ucn Wilſire. at . 


| L 
Hon. Thomas Bruce Lord Bruce $2 | | . | 
Earl of Dalkeith | a 50 Honourable J. Bruce . 


| : | Maxtow, Bucks. | 2 
Thomas Williams, eſq. VVVVVVFFFFFCCCCCCC it 22s 158 | 


. Fiott . 3 8 © @® . 0 71 


| ST. Mawrs, Core 
Fir William Young, bart, | Re- elected 8 
W. Drammand, elq. NY Re elected 
Sr. Miene , Coranall, 


Sit Chift. Hawk" ing, bart. Res elected 
David Howell, elq. | Sir Stephen Luſhingron 


£294 Aizzioxzrns UE. . ; 
Sir Rob. Wil, > Ronſon, | bart. 7 Admiral Thompſon | 
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| John 8 Luttrell, eſq. 


; Sir Nobert e bart. 


5 F rancis Lloyd, eſq. 
5 Whirhed Keene, of 


> Sir Tameh St. Clair Ecfkine 
_ V.(count Morpeth 


William Croſbie, eq. 
OS: Man. Sutton, eſq. 


0 


Sir F. Ford, bart. 


Sir M. W. Ridley, bart. 
tie Srandling, * | 


 E!gRed in 1790. 


M1pnvunsT, Suſſex. 


Hon. P. C. Wyndham S. Douglas 
Peter Iſaac Thelluſion, eſq. C. Long 


Elea: in 1796. 


5 M1DDLESER. 
Re. elected 
Re elected 


W. Mainwaring, eſq. 
0 Byug, eſq. 


Mzznonne E PoRT, Somerſetſhire. 


Lord Muncaſter 
Mark Wood, eſq. 


Sir R. Ainfley | 
General lacks 5: » iv i 


—— Concannon . 


MixNtHEAD, Somerſefbire. 
Re-clefted--. ao nhl 
Thoms Fownes Luttrell, eſq. Unfucceſsful  . 0 


— Langſton 


An irn! — 3 or 8 | 


MoxMmouTWSHIRE. >... 


Re-cleed 
_ Co Morgan 


James Rooke eſq. 


| BY | Mon uon Town. | 
Charles Bragge, eſq. C. Thompſon | 
| Moxrcenzzvskixk. 
| ; Re: elected 
Mon T-GOMERY Town. | 
Re elected JOEL. 


Mor rrn, Northumberland. 

Re- elected 
W. Huſkinfon 
NzwaARK, Nottingham, 

M. Wood 
Re elected 
NEwcASTLE UNDER LINE, Staffordſhire. 


Re. elected 
W. Booth 


* 


A 


W. Egerton, eſq. 


cots UPON Tyxx, Northumberland,” 8 
Re elected 
Re elected 

Nawron T, Cornwall. 


J. Richardſon 
— Northey 


Viſcount Fielding Es 
Charles Rainsford, eſq. 
Nzwyor T. Hants. 


Viſcount Palmerſton I C. Jervo'ſe | 
Hon, Pennyſton Lamb | 1 — 


Lord Paget 0: ICS . 


VYORFOLE. 
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n * _ On, © => . 1 +" 
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ren. in 2790. | | ran. in 1796, 
Nrwrox, Lancaſpire. 
8 peter Leigh, eſg. | Re- elected 
Theme n elq · Re elected 
| Nzwrox, Hants. 
Se John Barrington, bart, Sir R. Worſley 
George Canning, ** | C. 8. 15 Ferre 
Nexror r. 
Sir John Wodehouſe, bart ©; Re elected 
Tho. W. Coke, 980 | | Re elected 
. NouTRALLERTOX, Yorkfpire, 
enry Peirſe, th Re elected 
dw, Laſcelles, eſq, | Re- elected 
EE = |  NonTHAMYTONSHIRE, 
Thomas Powis, eſq. | Re elected 
Francis Dickens, eſq. Re elected TS 
Noa rn AUT ron Town, | 
Lord Compton | 135 Honourable Spencer Percival 
= e Boureris c 
| — Wakot * 15 * 
„ TO vgs | Nox rHOMNBERLAND.. 
| @harles Grey, eſa. Re elected 
Thomas Rich. Beaumont, eſq. Ne- elected 
„„ ene Oury. 
on. 2 Hobart )))) 
s Hon. W W. N indhan % 
| | B. Gurney _ „ 8 
3 Norrix cams. 
Lord E. C. c. Bentinck Lord William Bentinck 
Charles M. FR, N Evelyn Picrrepont 
NorriNGnuan Town, | 
| Robert Smith eq. JC 
f D. Parker Coke, eg. TCC 


Peter Crompton | > GW 


| Oaxnany: rox, Devonſpirt. c 


* St. 3 eſq. | R. Tyrwhitt 
obert e hq. R. B. Robſon 
. Oxxyoun, Suffolk, 
Lord W. Seymour VVV 
Lord Robert Seymour Hon. Mr. Stuart 
| | OxronxbsnIIE. Los 
Marquis of Blandford „„ CS pencar 
Wiſe, Wenman J. Fane | | 


- 476 


1620 


138 59 
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OW 


1 233 
5 e 
„ | Tad. in 179. 5 lidl in 1754 
„ |  _ Oxrond C177. | 
. Francis Burton, eſq. | Re elected 
175 | Arthur er 0g · | H. Peters 
% Oxronp Ux1vensiTy, 
; Sie William Dolben, bart. Ne- elected 
| Francis Page, eſg. Re- elected 
f oy "PzMBROXESRIRE. 
„ Lord Milford gn Re- elected 
WE | = | 'Prunzorn Town, 
Hugh Barlow, ea. Re. elected 
5 1 Prak rx, Cornwall. 
5 dir F. Baſſet, bart. „ T. Wells 
5 Richard : Glover nh W. Meck 
77 PxTxEBOROUGH CIT xv. 
—_— Hon. Lionel Danes Hon. M. Dama 
1 | * Benyon, eſqs | Re elected 
. CENTITD Hani. 
; "Wm. Jolie, eſq. | Re- elected 
= NG: Hon. C. F alke Grerille ny 
o | £7 OY rrrurvex, Devon. 
RL. Am. Maaning, eſg. W. Mitchel 
| — 1 : 
64 Sir Alan Gardner, bart. 0 — Elford | 
vir F. L. ee BELTS | Re: elected 


Ponvarn, ACT, Yorkſhire. 


Jahn Smith, eſg. 5 Re- elected 
W. Sorheron, eſg / Lord Galway 
; 0 Poor x, Dorſetſhire. 
Zenj. Leſter, 45 . Hen C. Stu a 
Michael 2 dae, ch. WS = Jeffery 
| Poa TeMouTH, Hanti. 
rH, Dan en 1 Lord H. Se; moge | 
N00: Themas Erlkine Re selected | 
pas ron, Lancaſpire. N 
Alan. Cunliffe Shaw, eg Lord Stanley, , , 77 
$i Henry Philip Hogltos, bart, Re- elected 2 5 5 y ? 2 7% 
Jobn Horrocks 4 , , «© + 731 
| QyzinagnovCh, Ken | 
Richard Hopkins, 1 G. Crauforq : 
* Sergent, * E. Nepean 
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Ebetrion in 1790 ©. Eleftion in 1796. 
2 1 RANORSHIRE. 1 | 
Thomas Johnes, eſq. | Walter Wilkins 7's | 
1 25 Nis RApNek. 2 | 
_ Viſcount Malden NEL Re- elected 8 
N : | RTADñʒIN G, Berkſhire. . | * | | TG k 
Francis A nneſley, eſq. „„ Related”. gs 
R. Aldw. Neville, eg | Re elected „ 
5 EAS: Narren D, Nottingbamſhirte | 
Sir John Ingilhy, bart. , d Te © 
Wm. Henry Clinton, eſq, J ͤ0%à é MW 


J Blackburn ., SS 65 


R1icamonD, York/Þire. 


Farl of Inchiquin * C. G. Beauclerk © 
Hon. Lau:ence Dundas | Re- elected 
9 „ Rir rox, Yorkſhire, | 155 S ele 
William Lawrence, eſa. Re. elected | | | 
Sir G. Allanſon Winn, bart. Re elected 
. ; ns | RocxtsTre, Kent, 
George Beſt, eſq. „ 55 Hon. H. Tufton 
Sir Richard King, batt. | Re. elected : 
| New Roux Ex, „ 
Sir Elijah Impey | | I. Forde 
ichard Joſeph Sullivan, eſq. | J. W. Willete 
| : OT bes | RUTLANDSHIRE. | 
Gerald Noel Edwards, eſq. = Re-eleted © : 
Lord Sherard | Sir liam Lowther 1 5 
„ | | Ree, Seher. 
Charles Long, eſ a. Robert Dundas | 
Hon, R. B. Jenkinfom - Re elected Tis 
Ryrcarr, fry. 
Hon. J. Somers Cocks Re elected 
Joſeph Sidney Yorke, eſq. Re· elected 
Thos IR SaLoy, on SHROPSHIRK, 1 . 
Sir Richard Hill, bart. VV N 
John Kynaſton, eſſa. Re elected | 
50 | CO I yo 841 TASH, Cornwall, | 8 | 
Edward Bearcroft, efq, Re elected | EY 090 bs : 
Hon. William Stuart | Lord Macdonald 5 72 57 
| | | | $anDwWICH, Kent. 1 5 
Sir Philip Stephens, bart, Re- ele c ed 5 5 
Sir Hor. Man, bart. Re elected 3 


Floection in 1790. 


Hon. W. H. Bouverie 
William Huſſey, eſq. 


George Haglinge, eſq. 


Jehn Sullivan, eſq. 


Farl of Tyrconnel 
Hon. Edmund Phipps 


John Tarleton, eſq. 


e Paul 2 . 


| | John, Aida fa. | 
N Hon. C. William Wyndham 


W. Gore Langton, eſq. 


3 At . 


8 n Roſe, eſg 


Paul Le Meſurier, eſq. 
Henry Thornton, eſq. 


Cy 


Sir Ed. Lyttleton, bart. 


Ear] Gower Sutherland 


Hon. Edward Monckton 
Richard Brinſley Sheridan, eſq. 


Sir G. 88 K. B. | 
Earl of Carysfort, K. S. P. 


* 
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New SARUM, Wiltſhire. 


Re- elected 
Re- elected 


Orv Sarum, 7 ilfhire. 


Re- elected 
Re elected 


SCARBOROUGH, York/bire, 


Lord Charles Somerſet 


Re elected 


Sears. Suſſex. 


Charles Ellis 
George Ellis 


Durand 


— Leach , 


Walter Boyd 
Re- elected 


James Milnes 
William Dan 


Suoxknau, Suſſex. 


Re- elected 


Re. elected 
Unſi ucceſs ful 


Hon. W. Hill 5 


SOMERSETSHIRE» | 
| Re- elected 


Sir C. Biſhop 


* 


* 


(SHAFTESBURY, Dor ſetſhir 


@harles Duncombe, jun, eſq. 
Paul Benfield, eſꝗ · 


MP: 


| SuREWSBURY, Shropſhire. | 


x Sir - William Pulteney, bart, 
. Jo ohn Hall, eſq. 


W. Dickinſon 


Sou rnAMr TON TowN. 


Re elected 
Re. elected 


Sou rw AUE "Boaoven,. 


SG. W. Thelluſon | 


, Re- elected. 
G. Tierney | 


Pa 


\STAFFORDSHIRE, 
Re. elected 
Re- elected 


STAFFoRD Town. 
Re- elected 
Re- elected 


STAMFORD, Linconſyire, | 


Re- elected 
Re- elected 


d 


* 


* 


1 


1 


1 


n 
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46 
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91 4 „ „ 
29 0 33 


421 4 „ 


190 
224 
143 
105 
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"3:7 270 
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11 26 J 
Election in 1790. | Zlection in 1796. 
1 SrEY NINE, Saufen. | 
Samuel Whitbread, eſq. I. Martin Lloyd - | : 
John Henniker Major, eſq. Re- elected 6 | 
| | | STOCK BRIDGE, as | 285 
Joſ. F. Barham, eſq. | J)CCCCTCCCCC0C 50-0. 06 
| George Porter, eſq. 1905 Re-elected. >: 7-0: wt 97 
| Colonel Bultely. | „ *..-.E 
| SHOE 
| | | | *Sypavke, Suffolk, 
1! Tho. C. Creſpigny, efq. 2A Sir James Marriott 
1 J. C. Hippeſley, eſq. | W. Smith 
es 5 „ Sur rolx. 
Sir T. C. Bunbury, bart. | Re- elected 
Sir John Rous, bart. ; a | Re-elected | 
1 . 5 Jonny, 
| Lord William Ruſſell _ Re: elected 
jy SBir J. Frederick, bart, Re- elected 
| Rt. Hon. Thomas Pelham | Nes elected 
I Charles 2 Ty Len Re- elected * 
1 
OLD CD TanwonTn, Stafordſpire 
1 1 Courtenay, eſq. ITI) bomas Cartar 
1 obert Peel, eſq. | | Re: elected 
5 = TavisTock, Devonſhire. 
A | Rt Hon. Richard Fitzpatrick Re- elected 
1 Lord John Ruſſell 5 | Re- elected 
1 | | 
i : 5 Tan von, Somer ſetſpire. 
4 Sir Benjamin Hammet, kt. Re. elected 
8 Alex. Fopham, ſq. | VW.. Morland 
. . : TEWKESBURY, Glouceſterſhire. 5 
ames Martin, eſa. £ N > wane gd: 
iliam Dowdeswell, eſq. Reed © 6-6-3 9 
$3. F. Moore 100 
:P Francis n as von — vx 
| TazTroRD, Ner fall. 
Kobert + Jak Buxton, of. I. Harriſon 
** Randyll Burch, 5 tb Re- elected 
5 55 | rien Yarkſbire. 
Sir G. Page Turner, bart. Re elected 
TO: TIO. eſq. i Sir T. F rankland 
Tin ren, Devorſpire. 
Rt Hen: Dudley Ryder EO Re- lected 
on, Richerd Kyder Re- elected 


ToTNzSS 


Eleci in 1790. 


W. P. Powlett, eſq. 
F. Buller Yarde, etq. 


* 


Mathew Montague, eſ q. 


Hon, Robert Stewart 


ames Gordon; j jun. eſg. 


Ed. Wilbraham Bootle, eſq. 


Sir John De la pole 
pun Pardoe, eſa. 


Right H. C. J. For 


Tord Hood 


Torx Ess, Devon ſbire. 


Lord Arden IA I. - 
Lord G. Seymour . 5 
Colonel Harcourt «  » 


-TK EGONY, Cornwall. 


Sir L. Copley 
J. Nichols 


TauRo, Cornwall. | 
J. Leviſon Gower 


Earl of Wann. 5 J. Lemon 
War LINGFORD, Berlſhire. 
Sir Francia . bart. Re elected 
Francis William Sykes, eſq. Lord Eardley 
; IN Warküau, Dor ſerſpire. 
Lord Robert 1 ; Re- elected 
5 . Smith, eſq. — Ellis 
e | be WARWICKSHIRE, 
Cir G. | Skuckbuegh Pech, bart. Re- elected 
Sir J. e bart L. L. D. Re elected 
e Warwick Town. 
Lord Arden S. R. Gauſſen 
Hon. Geo. Villiers Re. elected 
8 | WI IS Crx. 
Clement Tudway, eſq._ | Re: elected 
: Henry's Berk. Portman, eſ - Re- elected 
WIN pov x3 Bucks. 
John 3 Barker Church, 400 Heley Addington 
5 Land FO Seymour G. Ganning 
„„ "Wires, Shropſhires 
Cecil 1 eſq. 0 Re: elected 
Hon. John Simpſon Re- elected 
| | Wr OBLEY, Herefordſpire. 
Sir 8 Scott, knt. Lord J. Thynne 
Lord * n Re- elected 
. | | WeeTaURY, | Wiltſhire, 
Samuel Eſtwick, eſq. Sir H. Paulett 


Sir H. P. St. John Nildaay 
WzsT Loox, Cornwall, 

J. Buller 

S. Sitwell 
WESTMINSTER CiTY., 


\Re-eleted . 
Sir Alan Gardner 
F. A, Tock | . | a 


Election in 1796. 


50 


is 


Election in 2790. Flection in 1796. ON 1 
WrsTMOR LAND. | * 5 


Sir Mic. Le Fleming, bart. Re. elected | 1 
James Lowther, eſq. Re-clected 


Wzymourn and Vr rcenk. | 7 1 

1 Sir James Palteney, bart. TR Tow | f 
18 Sir R. Johnſtone Bempde, bart. W. Garthſhore 1 
a Andrew Stuart, eſq. Re elected 1 3 
Gabriel Tucker Steward, eſq. Re-eleQed | 1 


15 
' 
1 


10 „„ N ULTCHURCH, Hampſhire. 3 
9 Viſcount Middleton Hon. W, Broderick |, 
Jon. John Thomas Townſhend Re. elected 8 
a | : WI GAN, Lancaſhire, | . 5 
1 john Cotes, eſq. | | | Re- elected a „ Ky 7 
* Hon. ee Bridgman | | Re- elected ; . 
: | W1rtToN, Wiliſpire. Ys 622 
[Wo Viſcount Fitzwilliam Re. elected WY 
i | Pip Goidiworthy, eſq. = : Re-cleciad 
if a | 5 . WIL Teniaz. | 


Amb, Ocddard, eſq. Re- elected 
Uenry Fen, e * | Re-electcd | 


WixckrTsEA, Suſſex, 
Kichaid Barwell, eſg. 82 85 Re- elected 
lohn Heley Aadisgton, eg. W. Currie 
Wrxcnzorza cv. 


. Penton, eſq. Lord Palmerſtone 
Sir Richard Gamon, bart, Re- elected 
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| „„ ;  WinpsoR, Berks, | 
Eart of Mornington | | Henry Iſherwood 
W. Grant, eſq. | R. F. Greville 
Woops rox, Oxfordſhire. 


"DF H. W. Dafhwood, bart, Re · elected 
Loi d Lavi ington ; e· elected 


| „„ WwWonersTzzs IZ. 
William Lygon, efq, Re- elected 
Ion. Edward Foley, Re- elected 


Bo WORCESTER City. 
Edmund Wigley, eſq. | Re- elected 
Ed. Lechmere, jun. eig. Abraham Robarts 


Woures 3 Wiltſhire. 


_ Viſcount Downe John Deniſon 
John Thomas Stanley, eſq. Edward Clarks 


 CmIPPINGs' 


5 Sir J. Fleming Leiceſter, bart, 8 E. Ruſhworth 
Jervoiſe Clerke Jervoiſe, eſq. Rev elected 


„„ CS MG 
Election in 1790. | Election in 1796, 
1 CurypinG-Wycoms, Perks. | = 
Earl of Wycomb 1 Re- elected . ; 
Sir Francis Baring Sir 1. Daſhwood E 


Yau MOUTH, Norfolk. | 


Stephen Howe, eſa. Re- elected 
er Townſhend | Lord C. Townſhend, dead. 


YARMOUTH, Hang hive. 


YORKSHIRE. 


William Wilberforce, eſq. | Re. elected 


Henry — eſq. H. Laſcelles 


5 | 5 Von x r 
Sir W. M. Milner, bart. Re elected 


Kichard Slater Milnes, eſq. | Re- elected 


ScoTLA ND. 


EPaion in 1790, 85 | Election in 1796. 
| ABERDEENSHIRE. 


7 8 aps eſa · . Re-cleQed | 


N | AlzsMIIAE. 
Sir Adam Ferguſon, bart. + Bob Montgomery 
Lo  ARGYLESHIRE, 5 
Lord Frederick Campbell ©  Re-eleted 
| N . Baxrsnix. | 
| David MDowal Grant eſa. William Grant 
: | | "Brawieninnn:. es . 
Patrick Home, eſq. Hon. George Baile 47 
5 | Sir Alex. Don 8 . y 
| 2» | CalThNEsS AND ByTz 
Sir John Sinclair, bart. "Hogs John Stuart 


| | CroMarTIE AND NAIRN. 
Puncan Davidſon, eſq. a Hen. F red. Campbell 


Dona 


. 2 * 4 r ers- 4 5 D ** . 
d y — ä 2 het; bh. rr ene r 


1 * 1 5 
Election in 1790. Ekledion in 1796. 85 A 
| | DuMBarToNSHIRE, =» | 13 4 
| Sir Arch. Edmonſones . Cunyngham Bontins 4 
| ay | DonrzizssulAE. 5 4x 
$ir Robert Laurie, bart. | Re- elected | . 
| EpinnuRGHSHIRE. | 
Robert Dundas, eſq, _ | Re. elected i | 1 
. bs | ELGINSHIRE. | Ke 
Lewis Alex. Grant, jun. eſg, James Brodie 5 EE 
7 | EY | FirnzonHIRE. | | . | 15 
William Wemyſs, eſq. 5 0 Sir William Erlkine | | 1 | . 1 
5 b nit | 
David ets eſg: Sir David Carnegie 
| HADDINGTOXSRIRE, | 
Bun Hamilton a Dalrymple, jun. eſq, Re- elected 
| | | InyuRXESonIRE. 
| 3 Macleod, As... 2 e Frazer, j jun. 


* 


. „ KINCARDINESHIRE. 
| Robert Barclay, eſq. e ; Re- elected 
50 | SE 8 Ni 
George Graham, eſ. Sir Ra! ph Abercrombie 
| Bs : | KIRxCUDBRIGHTSHIRE. 
Patrick Heron, eſq. Re. elected 
| LANERKSHIRE. 
Sir J. S. Denham, bart. Re: elected 
5 „ 5 LINLITHGOWGHIRE. 
Hon. John Hope Re- elected 
3 Oxx XXY AND ZETLAND. 
John Balfour, eſq. Ws Re-cleRed | 
| — re Pernieccunr. | 
William Montgomery, elq. 7 Re: elected 
1 : | : © 5 PERTRS HII. 
Thomas Graham, eſq. Re: elected 
5 8 RzneaEWSHIRE. 
Jon Shaw Stewart, eſq, Boyd Alexander 


Ross HIRE. 
Francis Humberſtone M rckeneie, hs Sir Chatles bed bart, 


1 Eledion in 1790. 05 Eladtion ig 92 
BE 2 |  RoxBURGHNAHIRE, 
Es Yr George Douglas, bart. Re- elected 


Es. „„ | SELKIRKXSHIRE, 
Mark Pringle, eſg. Re: elected 
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= DET | STIRLINGSHIRE. | 
0 | Robert Graham, elq. | LECT Hon. Keith rege 
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| James Grant, eſq. | Sir John Sinclair 


3 
9 ö 
2 2 

— 


2 * 
3 . * . : 
REES 
WS 


25 

SEE 

85 
3 
x; 


5 pz „ -  WiGTOwNSHIRE 
- ny Andrew McDowall, eſy, _ Hon, W. Steward 


> 
RE 


ROYAL BURGHS. 


— in 1790. Elation in 1736. 
FpixnAen Cirv. 
: Right Hon. Henry Dundas Re: elected 


Tain, Dingwall, Dorneck, Wick, and Kirkwall, 
Sir chatte Roſs, bar. me Dundas 


Portrofe, Inverneſs Nairn and Forres. 
Sir Hect. Munro, NR Re· elected 


Eꝛlgin, Banff, Cullen, Kintore, and Inverourie. 
Alexander Brodie, elq. ©: Re. elected 


Aberdeen, Aberbrotbick; Montroſe, Brechin, konte vl 
Alerander Allardyce, elq. Re- elected 


Perth, Dundee, St. Andrew's, For far, and ce. 
Georg Murray, eſq. „ Datid Scott 


| Anſtrusber aft and weſt, Pittenwween, Crail, and Kilremny.. . 2 
William Dundas, ei · 5 John Anſtruther 


PDyſort, Kirkaldy, Bruntiſland, and Kinghorn. 
ae. Charles Hope | Sir I St. Clair Erſkins 


Stirling, Soaring Dunfarlin, 8 and culroſi. 
Hon, Mr. Cochrane | Col. A. C. ſohnſtone 


Claſgem, 


K 31 J 
e in 1790. | | | Election in 1796. 
Glaſgow, Dumbarton, Renfrew, and. Ruthlergen, 


William M*Dowal', eſg:  Re-eleQted 


Fedburgh, Haddington, Dunbar, Nerth-Berwick, and Lauder, 


| Hon. Thomas Maitland Robert Baird 


Peebles, Lanerk, Linlithgow, and Selkirk, * 


William Grieve, eſq, Lord Stopford 


Dumfries, Cube) Kirtudbright, Lochmaben, and Annan, 


Patrick 8 jun. eſq.. Alexander Hope 


M. gtoꝛon, N bios New Calloway, and Stranraer, 
Neſbitt Balfour, „„ 5 o&: Spalding 


Air, Irvine, Roth ſay, Inverary, and canfelouu. 
John Campbell, . | 8 Re- elected 


: FINIS. 


| WOODFALL'S 
bt 5 PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 


. NY During che firſt Seſſion of the Eighteenth Parliament 
00 5 0 Great e 


7 ' HOUSE OF LORDS. 
HRT e 185 75 5 SE f n 5ER 27 1796. 
5 His MAJESTY" 8 COMMISSION. 


. 28 A BOUT two 0 clock, the Lord Chancellor having rive f 


12 Lord Pre efdent of the Council ¶ Karl of Chatham) appeared 


other commiſſioner, took their ſeats on the throne. 


miſſion for calling the Parliament e Was then opened 
and read; after which, | 


. The Lord Choancdller,. ſaid; - 

6 „y Lords, and Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
bp. Th « We are commiſſioned by his Majeſty to inform you, 
| that he defers acquainting you with the weighty and im- 


him to call his Parliament together, till ſuch time as you, 


chamber of Parliament, and chuſe your Speaker, and that 


| below the bar for prayers. As ſoon as theſe were over, the 


Lord Chancellor was [worn 3 in by himſelf, and then all the 
Vor. I. 7 B | old 


at the Houſe, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and the - 
in their robes, and with the Lord Ch ancellor, w ho was the 
The Uſher of the Black Rod Sir Francis Molyneux ) 5 
| was then ſent to the Houſe of Commons, to require their at- 


tendance. In a few minutes the Black Rod returned, fol- 
lowed by about two hundred of the Commons. The Com- 


portant matters, which at the preſent moment have induced 


gentlemen, ſhall have choſen for yourſelves a Speaker; it is 
therefore his Majeſty's pleaſure that you return to your own. 


you attend at the bar of this Houſe at twelve o'clock to- 
"ny, to preſent your Speaker for his Majeſty s appro- 


The Commons chen withdrew, and the Houſe Was eleared 


[Commonss 
old Peers, who were preeat, * took the uſual oaths and their 


3 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 


eats, Adjourned. | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
CHOICE UE. A SPEAKER. 


5 1 ſhort time after the return of the members 1 to their own 
-Houſe; -:: -- 

Lord Frederik Camptell, ſaid | 

Mr. Htaſell, 

In obedience to kis Majeſty” 8 commands, and in the exer· 


ciſe of the antient and undoubted right of this Houſe; we 
are now aſſembled to elect a fit perſon to ſit in that chair and 
be our Speaker. That is to eſtabliſh order, regularity, tem- 


per, diſpatch, and of courſe effect in all our proceedings z 


and this at a time when the very being of this country, and 
perhaps the quiet of all Europe depend upon the wiſdom and | 


the reſult of our deliberations. 


In looking round this Houſe, we Tee many men of oreat : 
abilities, ſplendid talents, greater abilities than perhaps. ever 5 


. e this or any other country. 
To great abilities ſome have added great wduftry,3 in 13 


ing out the grounds and principles upon which the orders 
and rules of this Houſe, and the law of parhament have been | 


| ſo wiſely framed. 
Many we know have, and all 1 ruſt i in this parkament will 
have a Jeden eye to the rights and privileges of this Houle. 


* The following 88 were preſent i in the Houſe of Shams 


Duke of Clarence Earl Macartney. 
Olouceſter Viſcount Falmouth 
Bedford Lords Chancellor 
Portland, and Grenville 
| Dorſet Hood 
Marquis of Donnegal Bagot 
. Sandwich Walsingham 
Chatham Le Deſpencer 
Liverpool Auckland 
Plymouth Seymour, and 
Gainſborough _ ____ Gwydir 
Spencer Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
Weſtmoland B:ſhops of London 
Exeter: ;, St, David's, and 
Northeſk Kocheſter. 


Galloway, and 
Several of the newly created Feers (the Earl of Liverpool, late Lord Hawkelbaiy, 
Baton Macartney Ear) Ma artney n Ireland, Earon Stewart Earl of Galloway,/ 


and Baron Gwy: ir, {late Sir Peter Burrel.), were introduced with the uſual Ceres 


monies, ſworn in and took their (eats, 
The Lords are to meet this day at two © 'clock. 
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In ſuch an aſſembly fir, there cannot be wanting man; 
neefors who might fill that chair with credit, to themſelves 
and advantage to the publick. 

But in this hour of difficulty and danger, we ave no oc- 
caſion to reſort to ee 8 is a ſafe unerring 

uide. 
1 Fortunately for us and the Commons of Great Britain 


whom we repreſent ; there is a gentleman returned to this 
parliament, who in that chair year after year has ſhewn that 


he is able to aſſiſt the wiſeſt, and ready to inſtruct the weakeſt, 
Who in that chair has ſhewn a mind as ene as 


his fortune. 


Who in that chair has fhown a temper not to be ruffled; 
a firmneſs not to be ſhaken; ſure * of rigid uniform 
impartiality, | | | 
Who in that chair has watched over the rights and privi- 


leges of this Houſe as over the palladium of the liberties of 
our free conſtitution—ſingularly free conſtitution where men 
may be at once true to freedom and faithful to their King. 


Who in that chair—but I will no longer preſs upon the . 


delicate feelings of a truly great mind; but haſten to make 
that propoſal which with infinite ſatisfaction I perceive the 
whole Houſe is impatient that I ſhould make, which is that 
the Right Hon. Henry Addington be called to the chair of 
this Houſe to be our Speaker. 


Mr. Powys declared that never ſince he had enjoyed the 


] Honour of a ſeat in that Houſe, had he ever ſeconded a mo- 


tion with greater confidence and ſelf- ſatisfaction than he 
did that of the noble lord, nor could he help availing him- 


elf of the opportunity now preſented of paying a tribute of 


reſpect and applauſe to the name of the member who had 


been propoſed to fill the diſtinguiſhed office of the Speaker 
of the Houſe of Commons. | 
' Joyed with that honourable gentleman enabled him to judge 


The friendſhip which he en- 


of his private worth and his rare endowments it was not 


However on the ground of perſonal eſteem, nor on his 


knowledge of his valuable qualifications for the dicharge of the 
important office for which he had been propoſed, that he 
now ſupported his nomination, but on the ground of rea- 
Jons of a higher nature, reaſons to the truth of which he 
could produce the moſt unqueſtionable teſtimony, He ap- 


pealed to the evidence of ſuch gentlemen as had the honour 
of ſitting, in the laſt parliament, for the memory of which he 


entertained a high reſpect Upon the recorded proofs of his 


_ diſcharge of the various duties of that important ſituation, he 


reſted the ſupport which he now gave to the propoſal. 
of Os At 


* 
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At an early period after the honourable gentleman's intro 
duction to that houſe, when it was propoſed to raiſe him 


to that office, ſome objection had been made to an elevation 
ſo permanent, and ſome doubts were entertained of his 
qualifications for the. office on account of his youth and 


preſumed inexperience. The conduct of the Ons hows 


ever, was juſtiſied by the event, 


| Dignus imperare, nift imperaſſet, EIS, 
was the character given of a great Roman Emperor. Far 


Vas it from his intention to apply the converſe of that dium 


to the right honourable gentleman, who had early proved 
how groundleſsly all objections and doubts as to his quali- 
| Heation for the office had been entertained. He ſoon con- 
vinced them that it was not on one ſplendid and brilliant 


_ diſplay that he reſted the reputation of his talents, but that 
He had attained a maturity of intelle& which could command 
_ reſpect, and an extent of information that applied to every 
occaſion. He had uniformly evinced an integrity the moſt. 
unſhaken, an underſtanding the moſt cultivated, a judgment 


| the moſt enlightened, a knowledge the moſt comprehenſive ; ; 
in the execution of his office, an acquaintance not merely 
with the rules and forms. of the houſe, but with the conſti- 


tution of Parliament. In all his behaviour he had diſplayed _ 
rhe utmoſt impartiality z in explaining difficulties he had ever 


been clear and ſatisfactory. He could not help calling te 


the recolleCtion of thoſe who had fat in the laſt parliament, 
the leading points of that honourable gentleman's diſcharge 
of his important office, his attention and aſſiduity, his zeal 
for the honour of the Houſe, and his ſupport of decorum and 


_ dignity. They would recollect alſo how much the Houſe 


was indebted to him for his conduct in a recent inſtance, in a 


matter not within the ordinary duties which that ſituation 
impoſed. He would not enumerate the particular occaſions 


on which the honourable gentleman had ſupported the dig- 
nity of the chair and the honour of the Houſe, and the dif- 
ferent qualities by which he was recommended to their 
choice. But if he had maintained the dignity of the Houſe _ 
as high as it had ever been carried by the mot revered of 


of his predeceflors ; if in no inſtance he had endeavoured to 


ſuppreſs the freedom of opinion; if he had never evinced 


rey in the exerciſe of his functions ; if his carriage 


ad been calculated to impreſs the higheſt reſpect upon every 
mind; if his manners had gained the eſteem and conciliated the 
regard, even of thoſe who, unfortunately, were little diſpoſed - 


to agree upon other matters, he ſhould not perhaps be thought 
too ſanguine in his hopes of the ſucceſs of the noble lord's 
motion 
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motion, which he had the honour to ſecond. Indeed he 
conſidered that they were merely the inſtruments of bringing 
forward in the regular ſhape a propoſal, alzeady anticipated 
by every member, and that the voice of the mover and 
ſeconder would be loſt in the general aſſent to call the right 


honourable gentleman to the chair. 


General Tarletan profeſſed his entire accmiefeener in all 
the ſentiments which had been expreſſed by the noble lord 


who propoſed the motion, and almoſt in every thing that 


had been ſaid by the honourable gentleman who ſeconded it. 
He would not, he ſaid, detain the Houſe by particularizing 
the points in which he differed from the latter, but he hear- 
tily joined with both in opinion, that it was impoſſible to find 
any perſon better qualified to fill the important office of 


Speaker to the Houſe of Commons, than the right hon. Henry 


Addington. They had had ample experience of the urbanity 


of his manners, of the even firmneſs of his temper, and of 


his extenſive knowledge and zealous attachment to the con- 
ſtitutional forms of the Houſe. He was happy alſo to add 
another point which had not been mentioned, and which to 
him was not the ſmalleſt of his recominentations . : his im- 
partial attention to that ſide of the Houſe on which he had 

the honour to fit, a circumſtance which was their beſt de- 


fence againſt the pride of office, and the arrogance of inſolent 


| maj orities . 


Mr. Addingtan ſaid that! it N 3 3 8 highly gratifying 


and conſiſtently with the dignity of the office which they 
were now met to fill, he could have permitted the propoſi- 
tion which had been made to have been decided without an 


obſervations from him. It could not be imagined that he could 
remain inſenſible to the honour conferred upon him by the 


noble lord who was the author of the motion, nor to the li- 


beral manner in which it had been ſupported by the honour- 
able gentleman; leaſt of all would it be ſuppoſed that he 
could be wanting in veneration for the auguſt afſembly before 
whom he had the honour to ſpeak, or deficient in reſpect for 
the dignity of the honourable office to which he had been 


propoſed, for what aſſembly can be more venerable than 


that which i is compoſed of the repreſentatives of the Com- 


mons of Great Britain; or what office can be more reſpee- 


table than to preſide in that Houſe, which forms one of the 


branches of the conſtitution? When he conſidered the com- 


bination of talents that Tow requiſite to fill that ſitua- 
d the importance of the duties 
connected with it, he was ſenſible that. there were many 


: | | grounds | 


tion, and when he recolle 


/ 


to him, if, conſiſtently with the reſpect he owed to the Houſe, | 5 
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grounds of objection to the motion of the noble lord. Since 


the experience of laſt parliament had been mentioned, he 


could not omit the opportunity of expreſſing his ſenſe of the 


indulgence he had received from it, and of the need which 


he had of that indulgence. On entering upon the office 


which he had then the honour to hold, he brought with him 


a firm attachment to the conſtitution of the country, without 
which no man was worthy to be a member of that Houſe, 
and he was iree to ſay, that he had never intentionally ſwerv- 


ed from that integrity which it is ſo ſatisfactory, on recol- 


leccion, to have preſerved in any ſituation, nor from that in- 


. dependence which was ſo neceſſary in that diſtinguiſhed ſitua- 


tion to which he had been railed by the voice of that Houſe. 


In the maintenance of its rules, and the regular diſpatch of 
buſineſs, on which its character and dignity ſo much depend, he 
_ confeſſed himſelf to have been infinitely indebted, not merely 
for the ſupport which he had uniformly received in his official 
Capacity, but alſo for that gracious indulgence which he had 
frequently experienced, and for which he now returned his 
warmeſt acknowledgements to every individual without diſ- 


tinction. He would not, he ſaid, detain, the Houſe any 


longer, but conclude with expreſſing his earneſt wiſh that 

their deciſion, in which he ſhould moſt reſpectfully acquieſce, 
might be dictated by wiſdom directed to the publick benefit. 

„ Addington was then called to the chair by the una- 
nimous voice of the Houſe, and when he had taken it, he re- 


turned his warmeſt thanks for the honour they had done him, 


the value of which, he ſaid, was much enhanced by the way f 
in which it was n e . | 
Mr. Secretary Dundas congratulated the Speaker upon the 


fituation to which he was raiſed, and he at the ſame time 
congratulated the Houſe and the public upon the oſſice being 
filled by a perſon who was ſo eminently calculated to dit- 
charge its functions. As there was nothing which he could 
Tay which had not been anticipated by the publick feeling, 


Mr. Dundas ſaid, he would not dwell longer upon the ſub- _ 
ject, but would merely move the adjournment of the Houſe. _ 
Ihe Houle adjourned till the next day, when they will pre- 
ſent their ſpeaker at the bar of the Houle of Lords for his 


| Majeſty” 8 approbation. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WEDNESDAY, S. ptember 28. 


Soon after twelve o'clock, the Speaker of the Houſe af | 


Commons, accompanied by uch members as had been previ- 


ouſly 
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ouſly ſworn in by the Lord High Steward, attended in obedi- 
ence to a ſummons from the Gentleman Uſher of the Black 


Rod at the bar of the Houſe of Lords, where he was pre- 


ſented to the members of his Majeſty's Commiſſion. 
Mr. Addington, the newly elected Speaker, addrefled the 


_ commiſſion in a ſhort ſpeech, in which he ſaid that the Com- 


mons in obedience to his majeſty's command, had choſen a a 
Speaker from their own body, and that he was the perſon _ 


who had had the honour of being appointed to fill that office, 


If, however, his Majeſty was of opinion that any diſadvantage 
would reſult from that choice to the intereſt of his faithful 
Commons, he begged that his Majeſty would withold his ap- 


_ probation, and give them an eee to make a new 


election. 

The Lord Chancellor, \ in the name of the Commelion, Card, + 
that he had it in command from his Majeſty to declare his 
entire approbation of the choice which his faithful Commons 
had made of a Speaker, whom his Majeſty knew from expe- 


rience was poſſeſſed of talents eminently adapted for the diſ— 
charge of the functions of that office. 


The Speaker replied that as his Majeſty had bean 5 
pleaſed to approve of and confirm the choice which the Houſe 


of Commons had made of him as a Speaker, it became his 
duty to return his warmeſt acknowledgments for this addi- 
tional teſtimony to thoſe which he had already received of 
his royal grace and favour. 
ture of the arduous office to which he was appointed, he 


When he confidered of the na- 


Felt himſelf inadequate to the taſk which it impoſed. He 


flattered himſelf, however, that he would not be wanting 


either in uprightneſs of intention, or in attachment to the 
forms and conſtitution of the Houſe, in which he was a 

Pointed to preſide. And for thoſe errors into which he mig * 
unintentionally fall, he humbly requeſted his Majeſty's 4.0] 


_ indulgence, hoping, at the ſame time, that his majeſty would 


aſcribe them ſolely to him, and not to his faithful Commons. 
He then in the name of the Commons of Great Britain, 


claimed of his Majeſty, by petition, the antient rights and 
privileges of that Houſe: that the perſons, eſtates, and ſer= 
voants of its members be ſecured againft arreſt, and eve! 


kind of moleſtation; that their accuſtomed liberty of ſpeech 


and of debate be preſerved; and that, on all proper occaſions, 
they ſhall have free acceſs to his royal preſence. 


The Lord Chancellor declared, that he had it in command 
from his Majeſty to affure the Speaker, that, in order to 


- Inſpire his faithful Commons with zeal and confidence in the 


N of their duty, they ſhould enjoy their ancient Tights 


; and 


U —— 73+ bs art He ABA, 
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| and oxfrileyes: to the ſame extent as any of their predecef- 32 


lors; and that every part of their conduct ſhould meet the 
moſt favourable conſtruction in his royal breaſt. BO 
The Speaker then withdrew, at the head of the members of * 
che Houſe of Commons; and the Houſe of Peers en 2 


HOUSE OF COMM ONS. 


| When the Speaker had returned from the Houſe of Lords 
i and taken the chair, he acquainted the Houſe, that he had 
been in the Houſe of Peers, and that his Majeſty had been 
graciouſſy pleaſed, by commiſſion, - to approve of and to con- 
 Hrm their choice of him as a Speaker. It was his earneſt 
wiſh, that he might approve himſelf worthy of the honour 
they had conferred upon him by the manner in which he 
performed the duties of the office. He had, in the name 
of the Houſe, claimed by petition from his Majeſty, all the 
ancient rights and privileges of the Commons of Great Bri- 
tain, exemption from arreſt and every kind of moleſtation for 
their perſons, ſervants and eſtates, liberty of ſpeech and of 
debate, and free acceſs to the Royal preſence on all proper 
* occaſions; and in anſwer to his claim by petition, he had his 
Majeſty's Royal aſſurance that they ſhould enjoy all theſe 
rights and privileges to the ſame extent as any of their pre- 
deceſſors. In the diſcharge of the functions with which he 
was inveſted, he was ſenſible that he ſtood much in need of 
indulgence, and he had no doubt that he ſhould receive it. 
It could not but be obvious to every gentleman, that order, 
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1 | | regularity, and decorum were abſolutely necetlary to give 
M dignity and diſpatch to their proceedings. The ſupport, 
{08 therefore, which he had formerly experienced in enforcing 
TRY tze rules of the Houſe, he hoped would be continued. 


5 The Speaker then took the oaths of allegiance to his Ma- 
3 jeſty, &c. and the reſt of the ſitting was occupied in {wears 

ing in the members. — 
Adj ourned till to-morrow. 8 * 5 Bos 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 
Tubnspav, Sept. 29, and FRIDar, Sept. 30, 


—— — 
— * 
— 
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9 Were occupied in ſwearing 1 in 1 members and adjourned to. . 
| „„ % 
4 - HOUSE OF LORDS. Rs : 
0 1 | _ WepxrsDar, Oct. 5. | 18 
. 1 on he? following new Peers took the cuſtomary oaths and 50 
ill | thei ſeats—Viſcount Newark; Viſcount Middleton, of the 1 
ff; I | 
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. kingdom of Ireland, as a Britiſh baron, by the title of Lord 
= Broderick; Lord Hood; Lord Bridport; Lord Dunſtonville; 


N 5 Lord Non Lord Calthorpe; Lord Rolle; and RY Caw- 
1 5 | dor. | 
= B+ Lord Holland took his ſeat on his coming of age. 
1 e 
—_  _ HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
2 4 WEDNESDAY, OF. 35 
* | ; The Houſe met at twelve o clock, and continued ſwearing 


in members till four; and then adjourned cok next day. 


© HOUSE or COMMONS. 
IHR pA, October 6. 


. His Majeſty arrived at the Houſe of Lords at half paſt two, Z 
E- +17 and being ſeated on the Throne in his uſual ſtate, the Com- 
mons were ſent for by the Uſher of the Black Rod; as ſoon 
as they attended at the bar, his Majeſty addrefled both 

| Houſes 1 in the following moſt gracious Speech. 


60 My Lords and Gentlemen, 


te It is a peculiar ſatisfaction to me, in the preſent conjuncture of 1 is 
recur to your advice, aſter the recent opportunity which has been given for col- 
lecting the ſenſe of my people, engaged in a difficult and arduous Landen for the 
preſervation of all that is moſt dear to us. | | 
% I have omitted no endeavours for ſetting on foot negociations to reſtore _ 
Peace to Europe, and to ſecure ſor the future the general tranquillity.— The ſteps - 
which I have taken for this purpoſe have at length opened the way to an imme- 
diate and direct negociation, the iſſue of which muſt either produce the deſirable 
43 55 end of a juſt, honourable, and ſolid peace for us, and for our allies, or muſt 
x. prove, beyond diſpute, to what cauſe alone the prolongation of the calamities of 
war muſt be aſcribed. . | ; 
4 I ſhall immediately ſend a perſon to Parls with full powers to treat for this 
object, and it is my anxious wiſh that this meaſure may lead to the reſtoration of 0 
general peace: but you muſt be ſenſible that nothing can ſo much contribute to 
give effect to this deſire, as your manifeſting that we poſſeſs both the determin- 
ation and the reſources to oppoſe, with increaſed . and energy, the further | 
efforts with which we may have to contend. | | 
&« You will feel this peculiarly neceſſary at a moment when the enemy 1 
epenly manifeſted the intention of attempting a deſcent on theſe kingdoms.— 
It cannot be doubted what would be the iſſue of ſuch an eaterprize z but it befits 
your wiſdom to Wu no W Gat may ker — ws uy 
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er ſecure the ſpeedieſt means of * it to the confuſion and ruin ok the 
| enemy. 

« In reviewing: the events of the year, you will have obſerved has by the 
fill and exertions of my navy, our extenſive and increaſing commerce hag 
deen protected to a degree almoſt beyond example, and the fleets of the 
enemy have, for the ANY part of the 8 been blocked or in their own 
5 ports. | 
The operations in che Faſt and Weſt Indies have been highly honourable 
to the Britiſh arms, and productive of great national advantage; and the valour 

and good conduct of uy forces, both by ſea and land, have been e 
conſpicuous. . 

The fortune of war on the Continent "M been more various, and the 1 808 
of the French armies threatened, at one per'od, the utmoſt danger to all Europe; 
ut from the honourable and dignified perſeverance of my ally the Emperor, and 


from the intrepidity, diſcipline, and invincible ſpirit of the Auſtrian forces, ; 


wnder the auſpicious conduct of the Archduke Charles, ſuch a turn has lately 


been given to the courſe of the war, as may inſpire a well grounded confidence | 
that the final reſult of the campaign will prove more diſaſtrous to the enemy than 15 


its commencement and progreſs for a time were favourable to their hopes. 
s The apparently hoftile diſpoſitions and conduct of the Court of Madrid 


have led to diſcuflions of which 1 am not yet enabled to acquaint you with the 
Anal reſult 3 but I am confident that whatever may be their iſſue, I ſhall have 


given to Europe a further proof of my moderation and forbearance 3 and I can 
have no doubt of your determination to defend, againſt every aggrefſion, the 
dignity, rigbts, and intereſts of the Britiſh empire. 


44 Gentlemen 0 F the Heuſe | of Commons, 


* 1 rely on your zeal and public ſpirit for ſuch ſupplies as you may think | 


| necefſary for the ſeryice of the year. It is a great ſatisfaction to me to ob- 
ſerve that, notwithſtanding the temporary embarraſſments which have been 


| experienced, the ſtate of the commerce, manufactures, and revenue of the 


sountry, proves the real extent and ſolidity of our reſources, and furniſhes 


you ſuch means as muſt be equal to uy exertions which the prefect criſis. 


may wa 


e. My Lords and Centlemen, 


* The diſtreſſes which were in the: laſt year . from "AY ſearciry: | 
of corn are now, by the b'eſſing of God, happily removed, and an abundant 


' harveſt affords the pleaſing proſpect of relief in that important article to the 


labouring claſſes of the community. Our internal tranquillity has alſo continued 


andiſlurbed: — the general attachment of my people to the Britiſh conſtitution 
Kas appeared on every occaſion, and the endeavours of thoſe who wiſhed to 


introduce anarchy and confuſion into this country, have been repreſſed by the 
5751 and viſdon of the laws; 
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« To defeat all the deſigns of our enemies, to reſtore to my people the 


pleſſings of a ſecure and honourab'e peace, to maintain 1»yiolate their religion, 


laws, and liberty, and to de ver down unimpaired to the lateſt poſterity, the 


gory and happineſs of theſe kingdom-, is the conſtant wiſh of my heart, 
and the uniform end of al my act. ons.— In every meaſure that can conduce to 
theſe objects, 1 am confident of receiving che firm, 28 and affectionata 


Cupport of my par. iament. 


His Majeſty han retired, and ider the Speech had been 
read by the Lord Chancellor on the woolſack, and the clerk | 
at the table. 


Earl Bathurſt roſe to move an Addreſs of Thanks for his 


Majeſty's Specch. The earl ſaid, that he thought it ne- 


ceſſary to intreat their lordſhip's attention and indulgence, 


as he found that in addition to the embarraſſments he la- 


boured under from a diffidence of his own abilities, the 


vaſt and intereſting importance of the ſubject on which 
he had to move their lordſhips was ſuch, as to impoſe a a 


much heavier weight on him than he feared he ſhould 


he begged leave to offer a few reaſons, which weighed 
conſiderably upon his mind, in cauſing him to form this 


concluſion. His lordſhip then took notice of the very ardu- 
ous and important conteſt in which this country had for ſo 
many years been involved with the French. Various, he 
| ſaid, had been the turns of fortune, and the viciſſitudes of 
War ſince it firſt began; and as he was certain every one who 


heard him was convinced that a ſafe and honourable peace, 


on a ſolid and permanent baſis, muſt be conſidered at this 
moment, as an eſſential ſtep to the repoſe, not only of this 
country, but of all Europe, he had not the ſmalleſt doubt, 


but that every noble lord preſent, would heartily join in 


returning thanks to his Majeſty for his moſt gracious in- 
formation, that, „engaged as we are in an arduous and dif- 
ficult conteſt for the preſervation of all we hold moſt dear, 


be able to ſuſtain in the manner he could with. He had 
n doubt, he ſaid, but that the Houſe would be unani- : 
mous in agreeing to addreſs his Majeſty, and to return 
their humble and ſincere thanks for the gracious commu- 
nication he had been pleaſed to make to them in the Speech 
juſt delivered from the throne ; but before he moved it, 


his Majeſty had omitted no endeavours for fettmg on foot 


negotiations for reſtoring peace and general tranquillity to 


Europe.” His lordſhip then adverted to the meaſure which 


his Majeſty had aſſured the Houſe he had determined upon, 
of ſending a perſon immediately to Paris with full powers 


to treat upon the ſubject, and ſaid, i it was ROY matter 


"$3 of 
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of congratulation to their lordſhips, that an opening having 


been made to a direct and inſtantaneous negotiation, they 
had his Majeſty's royal aſſurance, that it is his anxious with 
the meaſure may lead to the reſtoration of a general peace. 
At the ſame time, thc earl ſaid, that he was fure it would 


be totally unneceilary for him to preſs upon their lordſhips 


the neceſſity there would be, in caſe this negotiation ſhould 


fail in its effect, from the haughty demeanour, or extrava- 


gant terms v. hich might be demanded by the French Direc- 
tory, to unite as one man, and by combining the great re- 
ſources of this country with that zeal, activity, and unani- 
mity which ſuch a ſituation would call upon their lordſhips 
and the whole nation to do, eſpecially as the enemy had 
threatened a deſcent on theſe kingdoms, he had no doubt 
but we ſhould be able to repel every hoſtile attempt in as 
brave and gallant a manner as we had ever heretofore done. 
The ear] delivered a ſpirited eulogium on the ſkill and 


courage of our naval commanders, and the great exertions 
which had been made by them in every quarter of the globe. 


He then touched upon the ſcene of the war, as carried on 


upon the continent, and the rapid and aſtoniſhing ſucceſſes 


ol the enemy in the commencement of the preſent compaign. 
Succeſſes, my Lords, ſaid he, which threatencd at one time 
to overturn the whole long tried and well poiſed ſyſtem of 


the Germanic empire; ſucceſſes which threatened our 


great and good ally the emperor even in this very capital; 


and which have at the ſame time, given proofs of a greatneſs 


of courage and conſtancy of mind under the moſt diſpiriting 


circumſtances, which redound in the higheſt degree to his 


honour as a faithful ally, and which have proved, beyond a 


<doubt, that to his magnanimity of ſoul in the hour of the 


utmoſt danger, aided and aſſiſted by the unexampled bravery, 
zeal, and activity of the Archduke Charles, had under the 


. bleſſi. of heaven, been owing the preſervation, of the li- 
berties and rights of the Germanic body, and the ſame cauſe 


would, he hoped and truſted, prove a means of producing 


ſuch cool and temperate reflections in the minds of the 


French Directory, as might induce them to deſcend from 
thoſe haughty and extenſive pretenſions which they might 
otherwiſe perhaps have thought themſelves juſtified in per- 
fiſting to have fulfilled. With regard to the apparently 
| hoſtite diſpoſitions and conduct of the court of Madrid, 
his lordſhip faid, that as his majeſty had informed the 
_ Houſe, they had led to diſcuſſions, of which he was not yet 
enabled to — their e it ad x not become him 
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m that place to ſay any thing reſpecting them, farther than 


that they might rely with confidence that nothing would be 


omitted to ſecure the bleſſings of peace. He had no doubt, 


he ſaid, but whatever ſteps his Majeſty might hereafter be 
pleaſed or neceſſitated to take in that buſineſs, they would 
convey. to all Europe additional proofs of his Majeſty's mo- 
deration and forbearance, and of his determination to de- 


fend the rights of Engliſhmen and the dignity of the nation 


againſt every enemy. His lordſhip congratulated the Houſe 
on the flouriſhing ſtate of the manufactures, revenues, 


commerce, and general reſources of the country, which he 


doubted not would be fully adequate to every neceſſary ex- 
ertion, both by ſea and land; and alſo on the abundance of 
the late harveſt, which had removed thoſe diſtreſſes the 
poorer claſſes of the people had for a long time paſt had to 
ſtruggle with, in conſequence of the great ſcarcity of corn. 


That the tranquillity of the country had been preſerved in- 


violate, and the views and intentions of thoſe who wiſhed to 


ſtir up anarchy and confuſion, had been in every reſpect 
completely fruſtrated by the wiſdom and energy of the laws. 
_ His lordihip concluded a very elegant ſpeech, replete with 
_ antitheſis and forcible expreſſion, with declaring in glowing 


terms the grateful ſenſe he entertained of his Majeſty's 


paternal affurance that it was his anxious defire to ſecure 


a general peace on terms juſtly honourable and ſolid. 


Any other termination of hoſtilities, he ſaid their lord- 
ſhip, mult all be convinced, would be a peace without he- 


nour, and a truce without ſecurity. After apologizing for 


having ſo long treſpaſſed on their lordſhips indulgence, he 


moved the addreſs which was, as uſual, a dire echo to the 
Sperck | i 1 . 
The Earl of Upper Offory roſe to ſecond the motion. His 
lordſhip iid, that after what had been fo very ably advanced 


in ſupport of the addreſs by the noble mover, it would not 
be neceffary for him to trouble their lordſhips at any great 


length upon the ſubject. Some few obſervations he would 
however beg leave to make, for which he hoped their lord- 
ſhips would favor him with their indulgence, and to deſerve 


it, he would endeavour to treſpaſs on their lordſhip's time 


as little as poſſible. The earl obſerved, that had his Ma- 
jeſty come down to the Houſe the preceding day and deli- 
vered his ſpeech, he could not have communicated, what 


conſtituted the ſtrongeſt and leading feature of the gracious 


Speech which they had juſt heard delivered from the throne, 
viz. the poſitive aſſurance given by his Majeſty, that he had 


taken ſteps, which had opened the way to a direct and im- 


* 


mediate 


[rg 


in a long . aclivered in fo low a tone that it rendered 
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mediate negotiation, which muſt prove in the reſult of it, 
beyond diſpute, either to what cauſe alone the prolongation 
of the calamitics of war is to be aſcribed, or be the means of 


producing peace upon a juſt, ſolid and permanent baſis. 


That he believed was what every man among their lordſhips, 
and even in the whole country devoutly wiſhed; and was 
therefore in a particular manner, a ſubject, which he was ure 


could not fail of obtainin 9 their lord{hips ready andunanimous 


concurrence in an addreſs of thanks. His Majeſty's ſpeech 
juſtly treated with contempt the deſign of an invaſion, but 


at the ſame time with great prudence and wiſdom recommended 


every precaution which ſuch an enterpriſe required. His 
Majeſty's ſpcech like wiſe contained a juſt compliment to the 
conduct of our ally, the Emperor, for never on any occa- 


ſion had more firmneſs been diſplayed than by the Imperial 


| councils, or more vigour and talents than were manifeſted 
by the Archduke Charles, and ti eirlordſhips muſt be aware, that 
the victories of the Archduke were not only to be conſidered 

as great and glorious events in favour of the Emperor and 


the German empire, but as molt ſeriouſly important and eſ- 


ſentially conducive to the intereſts of Great Britain. It 
was not merely probable that the reſult of the campaign 
would be more diſaſtrous to its enemy, than the com- 
mencement had been favourable, for it already ſeemed that 
two of their armies were completely deſtroyed. With re- 
gard to Spain it was impoſſible to pronounce as yet any 
| opinion, but we might rely with ſafety on his Majeſty's 
integrity, and de aſſured of his anxious endeavours to ſecure 


the bleiiings of peace. It was a pleaſing conſideration. that 


the proſpect of plenty was reſtored, and that the prevalence 
of internal tranquillity was announced. Their lordfhips, 


he was perſuaced, were convinced, that to maintain the 


bleſſings of the conſtitution, and to tranſmit them to poſ- | 
terity, were the firſt object of his Majeſty's heart, and the 


great rule of his actions. Having thus touched lightly and 


a5 he ſaid, incompetently, on the principal topicks of the 
ſpeech, the earl declared he had only to return his 
thanks to their lordſhips for the indulgence with which he 


had been heard, and give his ſupport to the amendment. 


As ſoon as the addreſs had been read by the Lord Chan- 


cel 107, 


Earl Fitzwilliam and the Earl / Guild dford roſe together 


but the latter gave Way. 


Carl Fitzwilliam then addrefied hw ſelf to their Lordſhips 
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it difficult to collect his ſentiments; as far as they could be 
collected they were to this effect. That it was with a 
conſiderable degree of embarraſſment that he roſe at any time to 
addreſs their lordſhips, and that this embarraſſment was by no 
means leſſened on the preſent occaſion, as he did not know but 
in what he had to offer to the Houſe, he ſhould perhaps ſtand 
in the forlorn ſituation of being entirely ſingle in his opinion. 
Li Be that as it might, however, he found it neceſſary to his own 
1 feelings of what was right, to riſe then in order to deliver 
1 his ſentiments, to object to much that he had found in his 
* Majeſty's ſpeech from the throne, (which he had a right 
. conſtitutionally to conſider as the ſpeech of the miniſter,) 
bo and give his oppoſition to the addreſs, and to requeſt the 
favour of their lordſhips attention, while he aſſigned his rea- 
ſons for ſo doing. «I could not before this day, faid his 
lordſhip, have learnt what I now know; I could not expect 
to find the common means recommended for the attainment 
of peace, uſually practiſed in common wars. In the ſpeech 
from the throne, in the ſpeeches of the noble lords, the mover 
and ſeconder of the addreſs, I find not the ſlighteſt mention 
wy of thoſe principles on which this juſt and neceſſary war, for 
1 juſt and neceſſary it is, commenced, thoſe ſerious and im- 
1 portant principles on which I, at leaſt, 'conceived it to 
have been begun, and I at that time thought other noble 
lords gave their ſupport to the proſecution of the war on 
the ſame grounds. When I firſt agreed with ſeveral others 
to give my ſupport to his Majeſty's miniſters, in their de- 
termination to enter upon and porſecute the preſent juſt 
and neceſſary war, I did it, my lords, upon their aſſurances, 
and from a thorough conviction in my own mind, that it 
was to be carried on for the purpoſe of obtaining a certain 
ſpecific and highly important object, which I deemed to be 
abſolutely neceſſary for the general repoſe of Europe, and 
for the ſafety and ſecurity of every well regulated govern- 
ment. It was not pretended that the ſword was drawn in 
the defence of an ally, or for any of the ordinary purpoſes, 
for which on former occaſions ordinary wars have been 
entered upon; but it was expreſsly and unequivocally avow- 
ed and declared to be for «the preſervation of civil ſociety 
itſelf, and of all orderly and well regulated governments in 
Europe, againſt that dreadful ſyſtem of anarchy, devaſtation, 
diforganization and bloodſhed, with which the French revolu- 
tion threatened every civilized ſociety in all Europe.“ In order 
to avoid-this, and to guard as much as poſſible againſt thoſe 
abominable principles which this revolution had engendered, 
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and which the French were endearouring to ſpread with 
the utmoſt zcal and activity over every corner of the globe, it 


was agreed to enter upon the preſent war, in order to ſtop ſo 


fatal an evil, and to that end nothing was deemed fo trul! 


conducive, or ſo certain in its power and effects, as the 


reſtoration of Hereditary Monarciiy to the French nation. 


This was the grand and true principle on which it was ori- 


ginally that 1 gave it my tupport, and that ſupport, . my 


lords, I will always continue to give to the very utmoſt of 


my ability, {o long as the true and ſirſt principle is kept in 


view and adhered to; but in approving of or conſenting to 
this addreſs, my lakes I muſt entirely loſe light of this firſt 
and important principle, and aſſent to a meaſure in which I 
- conceive to be involved not only the dereliciion of the prin- 
ciple itſelf, but I conceive the meaſure of entering upon. a 


peace at this moment, to be as pregnant with every miſchief 
by the ſpreading of the principles of diforgamization and 
anarchy, as ever there was reaſon to fear would be the cafe 


in their firſt commencement and ſubſequent progreſs. If 
the adoption of the principles to which 1 have alluded was 
wiſe at the commencement of the war, an adherence 
to them is much wiſer now The ſyſtem of ſubverſion 
of every acknowledged principle and eſtabliſhed inſtitu- 


tion continues {till to predominate. The wiſdom of 
the firſt meaſures which were adopted to oppoſe this 


dangerous evil I have always approved, and experience 
has confirmed it. What then is there now in the aſpect | 
of public affairs to require a deviation from a conduct ſanc- 
_ tioned by policy, and juſtified by events? Was the ſyſtem 
which had rouſed our attention and demanded our exertions 
extinct? or was it ſtill the rule by which the conduct of the 
- enemy; was directed? Their lordſhips ought to compare 


de views of France at that period, with the plans which 


they proſecuted at preſent. The great and powerful govern- 


ments of Kurope were not firſt attacked by. the ſpirit of. ag- 


greihon with which the enemy were actuated, but the in- 
ferior and feeble ſtates had felt their overbearing influence 
and their ſubverſive authority. The inſtances announced 
their intention, and ſucceſs was to afford the means of ex- 
tending the application of their principles. We might at 
this time obſerve the prevalence of the ſame diſpoſitions. 
They were avowed in repeated proclamations, in which 


their determination to overturn the eſtabliſhed order of the 


countries over which they could dictate, was renewed. It 
Was Not their arms Which we had to dread, but the ſyſtem 
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which their ſucceſs was accompanied. In determining up- 
on the ſubject of a peace, even upon honourable terms, I 
would aſk your lordſhips if you have conſidered the conſe- 
quences of treating with the haughty Directory of France, 
and if you have conſidered them, are you prepared to mect 
thoſe conſequences to which it is likely to give riſe? Are 


you prepared to ſee the French Directory, under the cover 


ofa Peace, ſend their agents and emiſſaries, properly inſtructed 


to ſpread their baneful doctrines and principles through every 


part of this kingdom and its dependencies; and are you Wil- 


ling to receive them? I ſhould ſuppoſe not; and yet, my 
lords, that this is a part of their ſyſtem, and of that uni- 
verſal plan of diforganization which they have formed for 
the purpoſe of overturning all regular and orderly govern- 


ments, I think I need only refer your lordſhips to the conduct 


they have already uniformly purſued in the dominions of thoſe 


powers, who have been ſo unfortunate as to make peace with 


them. My lords, let us only turn our eyes towards Sardinia, 


with whoſe government they have made peace: there we ſee 


they have not only endeavoured to ſpread their horrid doc- 


trincs, but they have actually, by means of their Ambaſſa- 
dor, interfered in the regulations of the State to ſuch a de- 
gree, that they may almoſt be ſaid to have a government of 
their own there. No ſooner was the King of Sardinia obli- 


ged to ſubmit to accept a peace from France, than it was 
lucceeded by their interference in the internal adminiſtration 


of his government. They inſiſted upon his reſtoring to their 
liberty and to their effects all the perſons who had been con- 


demned to impriſonment or to penalties for the propagation 


of their anarchical doctrines. At Rome they had ſignalized 


their triumph by impoſing the ſame degrading conditions, 
Mere their lordſhips prepared to ſubmit to ſuch indignities, it 


were to invite ſuch diſgraceful interference. They have 


done the fame thing in the capital of one of the moſt power- : 


ſul Princes in Europe, the King of Pruſſia, who has ſub- 


mitted to have a French ſtandard erected in his capital; 
are miniſters prepared to allow them to erect a ſtandard 
here? Are your lordſhips prepared to allow the national 


cockade to be worn in this country by every man whom the 


French Directory might chuſe to conſider as a Frenchman? 


They have done the ſame in Spain, where they have carried 
things with ſo high and dextrous a hand, that Spain ean- 
not at this moment be fairly called or eſtimated either 


more or leſs than a province of France. By arms alone 
theſe attempts and theſe diſgraces are to be rehſted. Suc 8 


Vol., J. 1796. 
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| had once been the opinion which had been formed of their 
character, and which he ſtill retained. Now, however, 
| Were we to make peace withea government, which pro- 
; ſcribed all the inſtitutions we endeavoured to protect, and 
threatened all the dangers which we had ſtruggled to oppoſe. 
To theſe evils their lordſhips expoſed themſelves if they 
conſented to conclude any peace, and to eſtabliſh any con- 
neckion with the enemies of eſtabliſhed government and the 
| moral and religious order of ſociety. My lords, the queſ- 
tions I have already ſtated may not now be proper to be 
anſwered at preſent, and therefore I ſhall not preſs them; 
there is one queſtion, however, which I may aſk, and 
which I may call upon miniſters to anſwer as they can do 
It with ſafety. In addition, therefore, to all this, I have 
to requeſt your lordſhips? ſerious attention to another object 
of great magnitude and importance—and that is, with 
whom are you going to treat? With the people of France, 
of what deſcription. 'The people of France as they ſtood. 
under the ancient Hereditary Monarchy; or as they ſtood 
at preſent, in what light are we to look upon the French 
people in treating for a peace in regard to their limits as a 
nation? I would aſk his Majeſty's miniſters if we are to 
view them as confined within the ancient boundaries of the. 
kingdom—or are they prepared to fee them poſſeſſed of Auſ-- 
trian Flanders, and all thoſe countries weit of the Rrine, 
and reaching from Flanders to the north weft of Germany, of 
which they have made themſelves maſters, and pretenda deter- 
mination to hold as an integral and indiviſihle part of their 
country? ArehisMajeſty's miniſters prepared to ſee them poſſeſ- 
ed of the power and reſources of choſe ſeveral ſtates which the 
have over-run in the weſt of Italy; in which they have 
alſo ſpread their noxious principles far and wide; in which 
they have planted the tree of liberty, and have broached the 
_ coloſſal defign of forming them into a Republic upon a ſyſtem 
ſimilar to and coincident with their own? Are they, I atk, 
prepared in treating for peace to allow che conſittutional 
_ decree, that ſuch parts as they have added to France ſhall 
' poſitively remain as they are? or is it their intention to 
inſiſt upon their confining themſelves within their own. 
ancient limits—limits within which our anceſtors thought 
it of ſuch immenſe importance to circumſcribe them, 
and to effect which they ſo freely fought, and bled and 
expended their treaſures for near a quarter of a century, as 
Q 15 only ſure means by which the balance of Europe could 
be maintained againſt the powerful ane ambitious Oy 5 
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"of France in favour of univerſal monarchy; and it was 
7 ſurely no trivial conſideration, whether this aggrandiſement 
was to be acknowledged, and theſe acquiſitions were to be 
ſanctioned. So far as his own opinion extended, this con- 
ſideration, in the preſent caſe, was ſecondary, for his prime 
objection was to treat with France conſtituted as ſhe is. 
BY lords, if theſe conditions of territory are to be allowed 
to remain in their hands, what, I would aſk, is to become 
of the Republick of Holland ? What can be its fate other 
chan that of becoming a province tributary to France? 'T hey 
may give it the name of a free and independent republick, 
but it is impoſſible it can ever actually be or remain fo, 
while che French are in poſſeſſion of Flanders. Nor, my 
lords, will the miſchief by any means ſtop here. Are our 
colonies ſafe? Are the Weſt India iſlands in a ſituation in 
_ which we could rely upon their tranquillity ? What has been 
the effect of the principles of France in her own ſettle- 
ments? What devaſtation have they not produced? They 
| have ruined their own colonies, and greatly injured ours, but 
they ruined their own iſlands upon ſyitem, and their aim was 
to extend their ſyſtem of diſorganization to our colonies. 
Have they not already ſhewn their diſpoſition this way in 
. two of our iſlands, Grenada and St. Vincent's, where they 
have already carried fire and ſword, and every ſpecies of ruin 
and deſolation? The effect of iheis principles was, to over- 
throw all the barriers by which property was protected, 
and the tendency Was realized by the practice which they 
' purſued. Even in glancing over the proceedings of their 
legillative, bodies this day I have found that one of their 
.reporters ſtates, that the fale of the national property (that 
is, what was the property of individuals) is the pivot of 
revolution. And if, my lords, they have done this ſo ef- 
fectually and extenſively in two of our iflancs in time of 
war, and amidſt innumerable obſtacles and difficulties of | 
every kind, what may we not expect they will be able to 
. Undertake under the cover and fanction of a peace, by means 
of. which they will have the power of ſending their emii- 
aries to any amount of numbers, who, under pretence of -: 
trade and commerce, will have free and full opportunities in 
. abundance to preach their doctrines, and diſſeminate the evils 
of their fyſtem? My Lords, they have purſued the ſame 
conudct of diſſeminating their principles among all the va- 
rious nations and governments with whom they have had 
any connexion. Are your lordſhips prepared to ſubmit to the 
mandates of the directory? At their command are you ready 
to Kt lcoſe all thoſe who have been doomed to puuiſhment for 
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the propagation of ſedition, and for attacks upon the con- 


{titution of the country. Are you prepared to ſet at li- 


berty Mr. Yorke? to recal from Botany Bay the gentlemen 


— who have been tranſported to that country? If you do not 


wiſh to involve this country in weakneſs, to ſtrip it of its 


energy ard its defence, you will pauſe before you pro- 


ceed. When you have conſented to diſband our troops, 
and to diſmantle our fleet now in the height of its power, do 
ou imagine that we ſhall be able to cope with the forces 
of the directory wielding the combined ſtrength of the 


navies of Spain and Holland ? If your lordſhips do not 


' Wilh to expoſe the country to theſe diſaſters, and to the ca- 
lamities they may involve, you will not concur in giving 


to his Majcity an advice that would ftrike at the intereſts of 
the ſtate, and weaken the ſecurity of his government. 1 
am ignorant, I confeſs, of the powers with which the 
perſons to whom this negotiation for peace is committed 
will, in all probability, be entruſted. From an obſerva- 
Dot of the noble lord who ſeconded the addreſs, it appears 
that it was not merely for ourſelves, but for our allies, that 
| this negociation was to be inſtituted. I doubt how far mi- 


niſters are authoriſed to include them in the meaſures they 
are about to adopt. If we can gather the ſentiments of the 


_ emperor from his conduct in circumſtances apparently the 


| moſt deſperate, when three powerful armies were preſſing 
him on every fide, and had advanced nearly to his capital 
he would not condeſcend in circumſtances more propitious 


to treat with the enemy of eſtabliſhed order and government. 


They have prevailed with the governments of Genoa and 
Leghorn to ſhut their ports againſt you, and in a ſhort time 
perhaps you will not have a harbour from the Mediterranean 
to the Adriatic, to which you can export the manufactures 


and articles of commerce of this country. The effects which 
our commerce will ſuſtain by the agrandiſement of France, 
are not indifferent. It is no light reflection that Hol- 


land is under the controul of the enemy, that the ports of Italy 


are in the hands of the enemy; that Leghorn, at once ſo 
| important in war, from the ſupplies which it furniſhed, and 
in peace, as the great mart of our commodities and manu- 
factures, is taken from us. All the coaſts of Europe 


are now ſhut againſt our commerce. In Italy the eftabliſh- 


ment of a republic under the controul of France will, ex- 
clude our trade from that country, and unleſs the king of 
Naples comes boldly forward to reſiſt the plans of the enemy, 
dhe whole of the north of Italy Will be inacceſſible to-our 


manuſac= 
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manufactures. By commerce the nation has flouriſhed. 
What, however, is to be our ſituation, when every port 
into which our commodities have flowed, is to be ſhut. 
againſt us? Were the French to ſucceed in eſtabliſhing a 


republic in Italy, it would quickly ſpread over that country 


the fame poverty which in France the revolutionary govern- 
ment introduced. We might treat wWith the French direc- 
tory, but what traffick could our merchants maintain with 


individuals who were deſtitute of property, or poſleſſed it | 


without ſecurity? The loſs of Spain too is certain. By 
whatever name it is diſtinguiſhed, whether as a monarchy 
or a republic, is of little conſequence. It is the tribu- 
tary of France, and from the tenor of the ſpeech, I con- 
clude, that with her tov we ſhould have to contend and 


with her attachment to the views of France, it followed 


that the ſphere of our commerce would be itil farther 


cCircumſcribed. The facility with which the French have 


i nſtilled their principles, or a predilection for them, into the 


people of the ſeveral ftates J have mentioned, ſhews how 
much ve have to dread from a ſimilar freedom of commu- 
_ nication, and makes me entreat your lordſhips to pauſe 
before you adopt an addreſs which encourages his Majeſty 

to enter upon immediate negotiations for a peace with 


a people ſo ſituated, and from a free communication with 
whom ſo many evils may eventually reſult to us. I would _ 


further entreat his Majeſty's miniſters to pauſe before they 
ſuffer themſclves to give way to ideas of peace, founded on 


a poſitive dereliction of every leading principle on which the 
war was commenced ; totally relinquiſhing the ſalutary ob- 


ject of reſtoriag monarchy in France, and deciſively and 
_un2quivocally acknowledging and giving ſanction to their 


preſent wild and extravagant ſyſtem of univerſal republicks. 
The republick of Holland on one fide, the republick or re- 


publicks of the welt of Italy on the other, which may, and 
I fear will be but-too likely to lay the foundation for the 


ſubverſion of every orderly, ſettled, and well regulated go- 


vernment in Europe. My lords, by the terms of this ad- 
_ dreſs, I perceive it is mentioned, as I have already ſtated, 
that his Majeſty's miniſters offer to negociate not only for 

themſelves, but their allies alſo. This appears to me to be 
a very nice and delicate buſineſs. I am by no means clear 
that we have any right to offer deciſively to negociate for 


our allies, nor do I fee upon what ground we can aſſume 


the power of concluding a treaty in which the emperor, our 
ally is to be bound without previouſly conſulting him, and 


having his aſſent and concurrence. We are bound to 
| . | 7 | Our 


„ WOODFALUS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Lon ps. 


our allies by the common ties of good faith and publick 
honour. We cannot detert them and make a ſeparate 
eace, nay the victories of the Auſtrians bind us more 


taſt to the emperor, and if we deſert him ſhame, diſ- 
grace, and diſhonour will be the conſequence. © For 


theſe reaſons, my lords, with every reſpect for the noble 
perſonages who moved and ſeconded this addreſs, I beg leave 
to offer an amendment to your lordſhips. His lordibip 
moved to leave out from the words * molt dear to us, in 
ſubſtance as follows: 


“ That this Houſe, ſtrongly impreſſed EONS the juſt ice ad e er of the 
preſent war, carried on for the maintenance of civil and moral order in tlie world, 


and fur ſecuring the balanc- of 3 in Europe, and the independence of all 


States, will continue to give his %tajeſty a vigorous ſupport in aflerting the gene- 
ral cauſe of his Majeſty and his als, aad for preſerving the good faith, dignity, 
and honour of the Crown, in full aſturance that no ſteps ſhall be taken incontittent 
with thoſe principles, or with the future ſafety and proſperity of theſe kingdoms : 
and ſhould the apparently hoftile diipoſitions of the court of M adrid, inſtigated 

dy the intrigues and menanges of the common enemy, put his Majeſty under the 


neceſſity of repelling force by force, his Aajeſty may r-ly on the determ natien 


of this Houſe to give his Majeſty the moſt ample ſupport in defending againſt 
every aggreſſion, the dignity, rights, and intereits of the Britiſh empire.“ 


Hefore he fat down, the earl ſaid, from the nature of his 
Amendment and the proper place of i its inſertion in the ad- 
dreſs, he was necefſarily obliged to include the juſt tribute 


paid to the exertions of the navy and the ſkill and bravery of 


our officers in the parts that he ſhould move to omit ; but 
when he did fo, he begged to have it underſtood, that no one 
of their lordſhips thought more highly than he did of the 


kill and bravery of the officers and ſeamen, and the exer- 


tions of the navy in general. He thought it neceſſary '» 
make that declaration, but at the ſame time he was the leſs 


anxious on account of the omiſhon, as he did not much 
Matter himſelf with the expectation that his amendment 
would meet with general ſupport. It was ſufficient for him to 
have done his duty in having ſubmitted it to their lordſhips. 


Having paid this juſt tribute to the exertions of the navy, _ 
the earl ſaid, he held a paper in his hand, which had di- 
verted him "winch at his breakfait that morning, and which 
indeed ſerved to quiet any uneafineſs he might have felt, from 


having learnt the tendency of his Majeſty's ſpeech, in reſpect 


to the ſubject of peace. It contained an official note from 


_ the directory of France, which was a grofs libel on the Bri- 


tiſh nation, he ſaid, he ſo regarded it, as he always confider- 
.ed the miniſter employed i in foreign embaſly the Tame as the 


nation. 
The Lord Chancellor having read the Amendment, 


The Earl of Gui/dford ſaid, he always felt himſelf happy | 


when he could agree with his Majeſty's miniſters and the 


majority | 
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majority of the Houſe; conſcious of what he owed to him. 
Telf, andwhat he owed to lis country, it was not frequently _ 
of late that he had been able to join in concurrence with the 
generality of their lordſhips, but on the preſent occaſion, al- 
though he ſaw great reaſon to object to many parts of the 
addreſs, he thought it more wiſe and prudent to forbear ſtat- 
ing thoſe objections, when in a ſeaſon ſo momentous, that 
part of the ſpecch which ſtated his Majeſty's determination to 
ſend a perſon immediately to Paris to treat for peace fo fully 
met with with his moſt cordial wiſhes; he was ready therefore 
to give his immediate affent to the addreſs fo ably opened by 
his noble friend. He nevertheleſs found it neceſſary for him to 
make a few obſervations upon the ſubject, to avoid cavils here- 
after by ſtating the conditions on which he gave his conſent, 
in order to have it underſtood that he did not pledge himſelf” 
againſt future objections, and that it might not be pleaded in. 
bar againſt the molt ſevere inveſtigation of the conduct of mi- 
niſters, who had reduced the country to its preſent deplorable. 
ſit uation, a motion which he ſhould bring forward at the ear- 
lieſt opportunity. For the preſcnt he would endeavour to take 
up as a {mall portion of their lordſhips' time as the nature of 
his obſervations would permit. The noble earl who ſeconded 
the motion for the addreſs, had very juſtly obſerved, that the 
grand and leading feature of the Speech was « the aſſurance of 
| His Majeſty that he would immediately fend a perſon to Paris 
With full powers to treat, and that it is his Majeſty's anxki- 
_ ous wiſh that the meaſure may lead to the reſtoration of a 
general peace” this, the earl ſaid, he was happy to find 
was conſidered by the noble feconder of the motion for an 
| addreſs as the leading feature. It was the ſame in his eſti- 
mation, and, he believed, of every well wiſher to his coun- 
try in the kingdom. He had been, the earl ſaid, of that opi- 
nion from the earlieſt commencement of the preſent lamen- 
table conteſt ; and he could not but remark that if x ſafe, 
| honourable; and permanent peace could now be obtained, he 
| ſhould fit down well ſatisfied with all the obloquy and abuſe 
which had been fo plentifully heaped upon himſelf and thoſe 
with whom he had the honour to act for the laſt three years, 
and which thus in our day had been effectually done away. 
The earl then adverted to what had been faid by the noble 
mover of th&addreſs in praiſe of the. enterprizing achieve- 
ments of the Archduke Charles, and ſaid that no man of the 
_ ſmalleſt degree of candour or liberality who had read of them, 
but would go with pleaſure to the utmoſt extent of the 
praiſe which his noble friend had beſtowed. ' They were 
noble and ſplendid in the extreme, and he firmly believed 
FF; ny wN. 15 e they 
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ö they had been the means of ſaving the houſe of Auſtria, and 
the whole Germanic body from a ſtate of the greateſt humi- 
Ration. He hoped alſo, as the noble earl who ſeconded the 
addreſs, had ſaid, that they would be of great utility and im- 
portance to the ets a this kingdom. It depended alto- 
gether on the uſe that ſhould be made of them. If theſe for- 
tunate achicvements ſhould operate, as he hoped they would 
do, to procure moderation in our part and to induce us , 
to hold a temperate and rational negociation, they ought to be 


conſidered as omens of great happin ies to us and our ally; 


il, on the contrary, they ſhould have the fatal tendency of re- 
riving the inauſpicious hopes formerly entertained and cauſe. 
the parties to riſe in their demands, ſo as to be the means 
of prolonging this miſer. able and unavailing ſtruggle; then 
they would and ought to be looked upon as the ſevereſt curſe 
that could befal the country; and he was afraid they would 
be felt as ſuch, not only by thepeople of the preſent day, but 
their poſterity for a length of time to come. The earl ſaid, : 
there was one part of what was contained in the addrefs as 
Well as in the ſpeech of the noble mover, which he could 
not ſuffer to paſs without making a comment, it was this, 


S 


« That the internal tranquillity of the kingdom had remain- 
ed undiſturbed, and the endeavours of perſons to introduce 
aneychy had been repreſſed by the wiſdom and energy of the 


laws.” It was very true, the earl ſaid, that the tranquillity 


of the kingdom had remained undiſturbed ; and it was with 


the greateſt pleaſure he could give his teſtimony of this truth. 


Ile believed alfo, that this had been owing to the love and 
_ reverence the people entertain for the wiſdom and energy of 
the laws of England; but if, by“ the wiſdom and energy 
any alluſion was intended to be made to two 
extraordinary bills which had been pailed in laſt ſeſſion of 
the laſt parliament, he believed the alluſion would be found 
to be falſe ; neither was it a tranquillity in his opinion at al! 
to be defired, at leaſt no wiſe man would place any confi- 
* dence on it. Thoſe Bills were abhorred by the pedple, 
who ncrertheleſs held in the higheſt reſpe& the wiſ-_ 
dom and energy of the known conſtitutianal common law 
of the land. It was certainly more natural to ſuppoſe the 
| fpeech meant the energy of the laws of England generally, 
and he was willing to take the expreſſion in that fenſe. The 
earl repeated, that « conceiving peace to be the greateſt bleſſing 


79 


of the laws, 


this country could at preſent poſſeſs, he had readily and 


cCordially come forward in ſupport of the addreſs ; but he 
Nh begged their lordſhips would underſtand, that by ſo do- 
ing he did not mean to preclude himſelf from the right he 


bad 


8 TN 

oh 
* 8 
* 

7 © 
4 NN 
oy 
- 

WEL 
Ek 
. 
2 
. 
ng 
8 * 
1 
© 
* 
we 

; N 

a 
. 
Ne 
4 7 
1 33 


* 8 PE wm 7 oo 1200 EA a. 5-32 "hed W 
8 F e 
WWW 


2 * * " 1 _ 
— 27 7 N " 1 ” 
we ” 4 4 
4 : - 5 ol, De 
. 3 . "IN . 
DB Js £ 5 9 berth, 3 2 3 88 
S . . 
2 = n . Sata 
9 A a V 


* 


3 


* 
* 2 3 7 * 3 
png Ea N 2 . * * n 8 


e 
TAE 


8 


. os Bee 
ee MS; R 
c 


N 


— IS 


N n 1 % 
. _ FR ö 2 WO. 
* 2 * — _ a » as 4 * « 4 * 
$a. As - Len * EN nnen 0 2 : . - 2 
"0 (% R RNS 1 7 5 882 2 1 bs + * * 's 4 nnn } Es EE A On a EG 5 
N 9 3 V3, q 15 WE 4 v Ye "I n 2 


4 * 1 5 4 =] 
* T0 © ” 2 * 

CY * 

7 ; * . rt 
„ rr Int ER 
ZS Bnet 25 I Es re EY oe, n 
" 33 „ = r *. 
. 22 SS "SES Yn ee 

. 2 2 2 


85 


L - 88 " 8 . — 
i 2 aha”. 4 *- 1 
. N ere n ' er WA n 
Ss WS. F „ n n E PR a ne We on ..: Sen RE IP a Se 1 
To 8 S S e . Ents 1.2 . r „ 
7 „ = 5 W ISI a Ne Ss A 32 r e mn „ 4 0 r 
n 2 c ß ESY . A EG Ss I bt Ran ͤ — » 2 
Ne 2 „ „ W ee . A „ oe te A * 223 «7 Tg © ON, SG, r * + 4s Fe 


2 * — * 


2 


An 


had to enquire, at any future period, into the cauſes which 


nad been the original occaſion of the preſent calamitious 
conteſt, and the conduct of thoſe who had been the means 
of plunging us into it. Theſe were ſubjects of the firſt 
magnitude, and would hercafter demand the ſtricteſt and 


moſt minute inveſtigation: having thus made theſe obſerva- 
tions and reſervations, he would not longer treſpaſs on the 
time of the Houſe, but immediately conciude by giving his 6 
| hearty concurrence to the motion for the addreſs. 
Lord Grenville faid, from hat had paſſed he found no 
occaſion to detain the Houſe long, becauſe where there was 
OF likely to be a pretty general COnCcurrence of opinion, it would 
be unneceſſary to tre {paſs on their ;ordſhips time, to enter 
into debate or to provoke diſcuſſion. If however the addreſs 
had been objected to ever ſo v iolently, if it had been made th?⸗ 
ſubject of the moſt keen, obitinatę and perſevering debate 
that ever had taken place within thoſe walls; and that debate 
had been continued to the lateſt hour, ſure he was, that their 
_ Jordſhips would have expected to have heard ſomething from 
him upon the very able and excellent manner in which the 
_ addreſs had been opened. Conſcious, that it was not in his 
ower to add any thing to the energy of the argument, or 
increaſe the impreſſion it had made on the Houſe, he could 
not but take that opportunity of declaring the ſatisfaction he 


had felt at finding that the noble earl kad at length brought 


into publick thoſe talents, which he had long known him to 
| 8 Nor let it be imagined that the warmth with which 


eſpoke in praiſe of one of the moit forcible and at the ſame 


time the molt elegant ſpecches, he had ever heard in either 
Houſe of parliament, was imputable ſolely to the impulſe of 
private friendſhip, high as that ſtood; he was impelled to do 
his noble friend juſtice on a {till better principle; he rejoiced 
as a publik man at ſo ſplendid an exhibition of talents, 
1 ought, and he hoped would be frequently brought 
into publick uſe. Such abilities might be deemed a valua le 
national advantage, and therefore were fairly intitled to be- 


come the ſubject of publick exultation. Having ſaid this, 


muſt be allowed to take notice of one or tw, points that kad 


been alluded. to by the noble earl who had frit delivered his 


ſentiments, and the noble earl who had ſpoken laſt. He 


Was glad to find the latter did not mean co object to the ad- 


dreſs, or to enter any diſcuſſion of the cauſe and conduct of 
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though he meant not to enter into debate at any length, he 


the war at that time; in anſwer however to his defire, to have 


d. conditions o on which he did ſo bete underſtood 3 C-- 


*:4 
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| he muſt {ay that a conditional agreement was a bargain 
which he was not deſirous of making with any man, non 
indeed did he ſee how it was poſhle upon publick grounds. LL 
Every man was at liberty to indulge his opinion, as he was 


_ reſponſible to himſelf for his conduct in parliament, and it * 
was natural to ſuppoſe that he would govern that conduct at * 
his own judgment, influenced by times and circumſtances 3 


ſhould point out to him to be for the beſt. He never would 
be the man to conſider an aſſent to an addreſs as a pledge = 
for future conduct or plead it in bar to any objections that 
either the noble carl or any other peer of parliament, ſhould 1 
think it neceſſary to ſtate in regard to the meaſures of ad- | 
miniſtration. One expreſſion had fallen from the noble 
carl of which he could not but take ſome notice; the noble 
_ earl had talked of the advantages of putting an end to this 
“ miſerable and unavailing ſtruggle.” So far from that be- 1 
ing the true deſcription of the war, he would ever main- 725 
tain that the ſtruggle had not been an unavailing one. It 
had availed us molt materially at its commencement, it had "N 
continued ſo to avail us during the progreſs of the war, Wo 
and at this very moment we were availing ourſelves of the 
ſerious and ſolid advantages it afforded. Nor were thoſe advan- 
tages engrofled by this country alone, all Europe had partici- 
pated in them; neither was the noble earl's declaration that the 
_ propoſition of bis Majeſty to ſend a perſon immediately to 
Paris with full powers to treat for a general peace to be con- 
ſidered as an anſwer to all the obloquy and ealumny which 
the noble earl had been pleaſed to ſay, had been caſt on him, 
and thoſe with whom he aCted, for having made the 
lame propoſition three years ſince, nor was it a proof of any 
inconſiſtency in his Majeſty's miniſters who maintained the 
fame principles and opinions at that moment that they had 
ever done, for ſurely there was no inconſiſtency in adopting | 
that meaſure at one time on the grounds of expedicacy, which. 
at another time and under different eircumſtauces they might 
deem highly inexpedient. 
Ihe whole of the argument of the noble 21 who had 
ſpoken firft, and had moved an amendment to che addreſs 
appeared to him to be wholly founded on a miſtake and to 
be built on a ſuppoſition, that to treat for peace with the 
 Republick of France, implied a dereliction of the principles 
on which the war had commenced, and that government 
' had pledged itſelf to make peace with France on no terms 
but that of reſtoring hereditary monarchy to that country. 
Miniſters however had never acted in ſo wild and extrava- 
. gant a manner as to pledge themſelves to any ſuch principle; 
. C TY In on 
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on the contrary they had found themſelves repeatedly called 
upon for the three laſt years to repell the calumny that they 
deemed a republican form of government, a bar to negotia- 
tion. It was true that they had originally thought that an 

| hereditary monarchy was the form of government beſt cal- 

_ culated to ſecure the happineſs of France and the ſafety of 

_ Europe ; they thought ſo ſtill, and he for one ſhould ever con- 
tinue to think ſo, but it by no means followed as a fair and 

If warrantable concluſion, that therefore this country, could 
5 never treat with ſafety with any form of government in 
. France, but an hereditary monarchy. Another miſtake into 
5 which the noble earl had fallen was in ſuppoſing that his 
mäajeſty's miniſters were prepared to treat for peace on the 
. worſt poſlible terms with France, and on terms the moſt 
_ unfavourable to this country; whereas miniiters entertain» 
ed no ſuch ideas, and if they had been weak enough to do 
ſo, he was perſuaded that neither the parliament nor the peo- 
ple would ſuffer them to act upon conditions fo unneceſſaril 
diſgraceful to the national honour. The noble earl had 
put a variety of queſtions. to him, to anſwer which was 
wholly unneceſſary and would be extremely improper and 
unbecoming, but when the noble carl aſked, were they pre- 
pared to rcceive French agents into every part of the coun- 
try to propagate their pernicious principles of anarchy and 
diſorganization ? He had not the ſmalleſt hefitation to an- 
{wer, no. This country would never ſubmit to ſuffer an ene- 
my nor indeed any foreign power to dictate internal regu- 

_ lations tending to the ſubverſion of the government and the 
overthrow of the conſtitution z upon what grounds the 
noble earl had entertained any ſuch idea, he owned, he was 
utterly incapable to imagine. The noble earl had aſked, what 
ſecurity we could have againſt an interference fimilar to that 

Which had been practiſed in Sardinia £ The noble earl, how- 

ever, ought to have conſidered that the king of Sardinia was 

compelled to accept unworthy terms of peace; and the 
ſame motives which induced him to ſubmit to the condition 
= might render it neceſſary to perform it. The difference of 
* our ſituation, by exempting us from the neceſſity of the one, 
Fe ſecured us from the ignominy of the other. The noble ear! 
had alſo aſked, were they prepared to abandon their allies? 
fairly obſerving at the ſame time, that the proweſs and firm- 
neſs of the Emperor and the brilliant viQtories obtained for 
him by that gallant prince his brother, the Archduke, bound 
us ſtill more cloſely to his cauſe, and if we were to deſert him, 
the conſequence would be ſhame, diſhonour, and diſgrace upon 
the Britiſh character. He admitted in the fulleſt extent the 
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truth of the noble earl's obſervation, and ſurely if the uniform 
conduct of this country towards her allies in times and under 
_ circumſtances of the greateſt difficulty and embarraſſment, 
did not ſufficiently fhew that there could be no reafon to 
entertain an idea at once contradictory to the national juſ- 
tice and generoſity, and contrary to all experience, the ob- 
fervation of the noble earl, would prove that it would be 
impoſſible that this country ſhould make ſo ungrateful a re- 
turn to the Emperor for the advantages, which Great Britain 
in common with all Europe had derived from his undaunt- 
cd ſpirit and the bravery of his troops. At length, after a 

great variety of moſt extraordinary queſtions; the noble earl 
came to one, which, the noble earl told their lordſhips, he 
might ſafely to put to miniſters and which he had a right 
to call upon them to anſwer, and that was, with whom they 
were about to treat? Was it with France as it ſtocd at this time, 
or as ſtood under the hereditary monarchy ? And the noble 
carl had followed up this queſtion by obſervations and interro- 
gatories about Spain, Italy and Pruſſia, and the fituation of 
the Weſt India iſlands. The ſucceſſes of our arms in the laſt. 
mentioned quarter of the globe ſurely afforded us reaſonable . 
grounds of ſatisfaction. Whether he approved of the conduct | 
of France with reſpect to Spain or Pruſſia, or the conduct of 
thoſe courts towards the republick of France, it was not at all 
neceſſary for him at that moment to explain. The only anſwer 
he ſhould give to the noble earls queſtion was, that he faw 
rothing in the ſtate of the manufactures, commerce, gene- 
ral proſperity and reſources of the country that ought 
to induce us to accept of any other terms of.peac than ſuch 
as were likely to be equal'y juſt, honourable, and hermanent 
If juſt and honourable conditions were refuſed by the enemy, 
we were prepared to reſiſt any diſgraceful demands; and 
the power of ſuppcrting this determination was perhaps the 
beſt mode of obtaining fair and honourable terms. He 
ſhould forbear ſaying any thing more. He was convinced 
that there could exiſt no other wiſh than to ſhew to the 
enemy that we ſtill poſſeſſed the ſame ſpirit as at firſt to re- 
pell their arrogance and haughty pretenfions ſhould they 
perſiſt in them. 
With regard to the official paper produced by the noble 
carl and alluded to by him, he conſidered it as 2 falſe and 
ſenſeleſs libel on the people of this country beneath the no- 
tice of parliament, nor could he by any means think, that 
ſuch a publication ought to obſtruct the progreſs of a nego- 
tration which might terminate in CONGIEPTS of peace, ſuch 
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as it might be confiſtent with the dignity and honour of 
this country to accede to. $40 1 „ 
The earl of Abingdon ſaid, he for one could not agree to 
the addreſs, and was rather inclined to go with the noble 
earl, who had moved the amendment. He declared for his 
own part, he would not conſent to a peace on any other 
condition than that of the atus que ante bellum : a different 
| ſort of treaty might be ga za to ſome people, but to him 
gela mira pas. With reſpect to the bills paſſed laſt year 
_ againſt treaſon ard ſedition, and to which a part of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſpeech appeared to allude, he confidered them as in- 
fringements on the Engliſh conſtitution. There were cer- | 
tain rights inherent in the people of this country, which nei- 
ther king, lords, nor commons gave, nor was it in their power 
to take them away. He reicrred their lordſnips to the prin- 
ciples and practice of Weſtminſter-hall, and quoted Black- 
1 ſtone's opinion, declaring that he was prepared to go more 
fully into the ſubject, but that he would not then detain their 
1 lordſhips, he would barely content himſelf with ſeconding the 
oO © A a ds Ol wage 
Lord Hay (carl of Kinnz!) ſaid, he did not mean to pro- 
long the debate, or enter into any diſcuſſion of the ſpeech 
from the throne, or the addreſs that had been moved. Almoſt 
all the topicks contained in the one, and adverted to in the 
other, had bœen moſt ably ſpoken to by the noble earls who 
moved and ſeconded the addreſs. He roſe only to ſay a 
word or two to two obſervations made by the noble earl who 
_ declined oppoſing the addreſs (lord Guildford), and which 
points had not been noticed by the noble ſecretary of ſtate. 
The noble earl had talked of the reduced fituation of the 
country,—ſo far from this being the fact, he was convinced 
that this country had great reſources, and that her reſources 
were daily increaſing and extending, fo as to be fully equal to 
any exertion that this country might find it neceſſary to make, 
in caſe the directory of France ſhould receive the offers of 
his Majeſty's miniſters with haughtineſs and inſult, or ſhould 
inſiſt on terms, that it would be neither honourable, nor 
ſafe for this country to accede to. The other point to 
which he wiſhed to call their lordſhips' attention, for a ſingle 
moment, was, with reſpect to what the ſaid noble earl had 
ſaid in reference to the two bills againſt treaſon and ſedition, 
that had paſſed early in the laſt ſeſſion; thoſe bills he verily 
believed, had not only conduced to the maintenance of the 
internal peace and tranquillity of the kingdom, but had 
actually proved the preſervation of the conſtitution. When- 
Bl | | | cver 
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ever the noble carl thought proper to bring the principles of 
thoſe bills under diſcuihon, he would be ready to meet him, 


and to ſhew that they were wife and ne CC fary s ; and when 


I 
that day ſhould come, he would reſt their defence on the 


argument uſed by Blackſtone, in his Commentaries in de- 
_ Fence of the Habeas Corpus act, c it is alw ays worth while to 
give up a part of the publick freedom to preſerve the reſt.” 
His lordſhip: concluded with declaring that the addreſs had 


his moſt hearty concurrence, and he truſted the general and 


almoſt unanimous ſupport it was likely to meet with from 


their lordſhips, would have the moſt ſalutary effect. 


The earl of Abingdon roſe to deny that Blackflone was 2 


eonſtitutional lawyer. He was, (the earl ſaid) very much 


the contrary, and the excellence of his book had done more 
Harm, than almoſt any other publication, by the general diſ- 
femination of the doctrines it held cut. He had conſulted 
another authority, which he would oppoſe to Blackſtone, and 


that was Mr. Locke. His lordſhip ſaid a few words more 
on the two bills, and the rights of the ſubject, and declared, 


that if the noble earl who moved the amendment, would take 


the ſenſe of the houſe, he would divide with him if they 
| ſtood alone. | 


Earl Fitzwilliam juftified his 8 ſpeech by ech 


that be the effect of his ſentiments what they might, he 

thought it his duty to ſubmit the topicks he had alluded to, 
as conſiderations well worthy the ſerious attention of his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters and their lordſhips. With regard to his 
Nagey s miniſters not being pledged to the principles of 
reſtoring hereditary monarchy to France, previous to their 


treating for peace, if bis recollection did not deceive him, 
they had ſo pledged themſelves in a manifeſto, publiſhed not 


before, but ſoon after the commencement of the war. But 
what was a ſtill ſtronger pledge than any that could be given 


in a manifeſto, was the circumſtance of their having held out 
an invitation to all Frenchmen, deſirous of reſtoring the an- 


cient hereditary monarchy of France, to take up arms in that 

cauſe, at the fame time promiſing them their ſupport. If 
after ſuch an invitation they deſerted thoſe, who had acted 

in confidence of their good faith, what could excuſe the diſ- 


grace of ſuch conduct? 


Lord Grenville in reply ſaid, it was an eue thing to 


ſay, that he entertained conſiderable doubts of the correctnefs 
of the noble earl's recolleCtion, but he certainly did not be- 


heve that the manifeſto in queſtion contained any ſuch 


pledge. He repeated that it bad ever been, and ſtill was the 
open of his Majeſty s nutuiters, that the reſtoration of 
here- 
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hereditary monarchy would be moſt likely to afford tran- 
quility and happineſs to France, and fafety and ſecurity to all 
Europe, but they had not pledged themſelves never to 
make peace with France while under any other form of go- 
vernment. 
Far Fitzwilliam 0 nine his 5 and ſaid that 
| though he never had aſſerted that miniſters made the reſto- 
ration of hereditary monarchy in France the ſole ground of 
peace, he thought that while they encouraged and embodied 
thoſe, from whoſe efforts the reſtoration of monarchy was to 
be expected, they 1 in fact warranted the concluſion, - that it 
was their with, intention and object. | 
Lord Grenville ſaid he was extremely forty to be blind | 
to trouble their lordſhips again; it was in vain to repeat 
explanations of what he had fully explained before; if the 
noble earl would have the goodneſs to refer to the manifeſto 
in queſtion, he believed he would find in it a GOA: an- 
ſwer to his argument, on both points. | | 
The carl of Abingdon called upon miniſters to know he | 
they meant by the hereditary monarchy of France? He had 
a right, he ſaid, to put interrogatories to them, and to call for 
an explanation. Did they mean the old tyranny of France, 
which had cauſed all the miſchiefs they had lately witneſſed, 
and all the bloodined that was now flowing beſore heaven | 
and earth? The reſtoration of that tyranny would be more inju- 
rious to this country, and to the general intereſts of Europe, 
than any event that could happen. 
No anſwer being given, the lord Chancellor now the ad- 
dreſs down to the words, „“ moſt dear to us,” and then put 
the queſtion on the amendment moved to be inſerted by earl. 
Fitzwilliam, on which the Not Contents had it. His lordſhip 
then read the remainder of the addreſs, and it being agreed | 


to nenune diſſentiente, the houſe adjourned to the next day. 
The houſe NO to next Ll 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuns DA, Ofober G. 


The ſpeaker took the chair at two o'clock, and ſeveral mem- 1 
; ders took the oaths. 
About a quarter after three the Houſe was 88 to 
the bar of the Houſe of Peers, to hear the ſpeech delivered 

from the throne, by his Majeſty. The ſpeaker attended by 


many members proceeded to the Houſe of Peers accordingly, : 
24 returned in about Lalf an hour. 


* of 


22 ' WOODFALL'S PA RLIAMENTARY REPCRTS. | [Common 6. 


The ſpeaker then read all the ſtanding orders, which were 
ſeverally put to the queſtion, and agreed to by the houſe. ' 
After which he gave notice, pro forma, that the clerk, ac- 
_ cording to cuſtom, had prepared a bill for the better prevent- 
ing clandeſtine outlawries. The title was read, and the bill 
having been ordered to be read a ſecond time, the ſeſſion was 
conſidered as opened, and the ſpeaker ſtated that he had been 
in the Houſe of Peers, where his Majeſty delivered a moſt 
porn ſpeech from the throne, of which to prevent miſtakes, 
he had procured a copy, which he read from the chair. 
Lord Morpeth (ſon to the earl of Carli//e) immediately roſe 


to move the addreis. He declared, that he felt himſelf ſome- 
what emboldened, from the conſideration of the contents of 


the ſpeech they had juſt heard, and which, ke flattered him- 


ſelf, would meet the cordial approbation of the houſe. He 


conſidered it more peculiarly incumbent upon thoſe who had 
the honour of a ſeat in that houſe, to come forward, as early 
as poſſible, to give their opinion upon public ado Under 
this impreſſion he ſtood forward. He truſted that the ſenti- 
ments avowed in his Majeſty's ipeech, would tend to reconcile 
that variety ahd oppoſition of opinions which had hitherto 


ſubſiſted; for, whatever ſentiments gentlemen might have en- 


_ tertained with reſpect to the origin of the war, and the cauſe 
of aggreſſion which occaſioned it, it muſt afluredly give them 


fatisfaction to concur in a motion which had for | its object the : 


expediting of an honourable peace. 'Thoſe gentlemen who 
thought, that this was a war of unjuſt aggreſſion on the part 
of the enemy, would be happy to find, that the preſent go- 
vernment of France poſſeſſed a ſtability and permanence, en- 
abling it to enter into and maintain the relations of peace and 
amity with other powers; as well as that they ſeemed diſ- 
poſed to liſten to negociation, and that a paſſport from that 
government had aecordingly arrived here. Flattering how- 


ever, as was our proſpect, and ſanguine as were our expect- 


_ ations of the favourable iſſue of ſuch a negociation, he truſted 


we ſhould not neglect to adopt ſuch active and energetic 


_ meaſures as would tend to facilitate our obtaining that 
object which was ſo much deſired, and, in particular, 
that we ſhould fo employ our forces, and put this country 
in ſuch a poſture of defence, as would beſt manifeſt to the 
enemy our ability to maintain the conteſt, ſhould this nego- 


tiation eventually fail; ſhould it prove fuccelgbul, we ſhould 


have. the ſatisfaction of having placed-the country in ſuch a 
Rate as to contribute to its ſecurity. His lordſhip proceeded = 
to notice the Touring” ſkate of our r gets and commerce. 

| He 
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Ile exulted with ſatisfaction, while he remarked, that though 
| in a ſtate of war, our exports were about two millions more 
the laſt half year, than in the correſponding period of the 
former year and nearly as much as in the moſt proſperous | 
5 year of peace. He ſaid it was impoſſible to look on this 
flcuriſhing ſtate of our commerce without the molt heartfelt 
© fatisfaction. Our reſources, it was evident were not ex- 
Hauſted, and the country was far from being in that impo= 
veriſhed ſtate which had been repreſented. It fully appeared 
1 that whatever might be the iſſue of any negotiation entered 
= into with France, this country ſtill maintained an ability, it 
FF _ neceffary, to continue the conteſt; that it would be able to 
ſurmount thoſe difficulties incident to war, and retain its for- 
| mer reſpectable rank among the powers of Europe. 1 
His lordſhip obſerved, that our dominion at fea, to which 
we were greatly indebted for our peace and ſecurity, re- 
mained unimpaired. Our arms both in the Eaſt and Weſt 
Indies had alſo proved ſucceſsful. And if we looked to our 
allies, though we felt alarm at firſt, when they ſeemed to 
be overpowered by their enemies, we were now called to 
admire the bravery of the Auſtrians, which, he truſted, had 
defeated the gigantic projects of the French. With regard 
to our ſituation with Spain, he would fay little, as negoci- 

_ ations were now carrying on with that country; he would, 
therefore, only obſerve, that if the iſſue of the negociation 
ſhould prove unfavourable, he hoped it would hereafter 
appear that the government of this country had not idly ha- 
zarded a rupture with another power. : 


* 
* & A os * 
SE, ELITE 
A 7 Re : 3 8 
- r Pa e 2 
eee 


Hie truſted that when the auſpicious ſituation of this 
country, and the favourable proſpect it was warranted to en- 
tertain, were conſidered, that the Houſe would feel itſelf 
powerfully induced to aſſure his Majeſty to ſupport the 
. honour and intereſt of the Crown, and to ſecond ſuch mea- 
ſures as might tend to accelerate a laſting and an honourable = 
peace. His lordſhip concluded with moving an addreſs of 
thanks to his Majeſty, which, as uſual in ſuch caſes, was 
JJ Hoon ni ne IE og ooge no 
Sir V. Lowther ſeconded the motion, and obſerved, that 
as the perſons who now exerciſe the power of government in 
France were ſuch as, in the opinion of his Majeſty's miniſters 
- might be ſafely treated with, it was wiſe to open a negociation 
for peace. He had no doubt that miniſters were fincere in 
the object they profeſſed, and he truſted that no difficulty 
would be thrown in the way of the intended negociation. 
Vol. I. 1796 „ 8 He 
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He agreed with the noble lord who preceded him in the 


ſtatement he had given of our finances, and he truſted that 
his Majeſty would be enabled to obtain an honourable 
„„ | = 5 e 


Ess ſoon as the ſpeaker had read the motion, 
Mr. Fox roſe, and ſpoke to the following effect: It is not 


«fir, my intention to take up much of you? time in what I have 
to offer to the houſe on the preſent occafion; but if T were | 


to give a filent vote upon the motion which has juſt been 
made, I apprehend that my conduct might be ſubject to miſ- 


conſtruction. I know that it may undoubtedly be confidered 


as preſumption in an individual to take up any portion of the 


attention of the houſe, merely to obviate the poſſibility of mif- 

interpretation, yet I feel that I ſhould not do juſtice to my 
own principles, if I were to ſuffer the queſtion to paſs under 

a filent vote. In the firſt place, then, the ſtriking feature of 


the ſpeech: 18-—that his Majefty has been at length adviſed to 


do what it has fallen to my lot to adviſe his Majeſty's mini- 
ſters to do repeatedly for the laſt three years, namely, to 
open a negociation ; this, which is the leading feature of the 

_ ſpeech, ought undoubtedly to reconcile me to the addrefs 

_ - which has been moved, and I ſhould be happy if it contained 


no other features of a lefs pleafing aſpect, and that I could 


have given my entire approbation to every part of the addreſs. 


Of that ſtriking feature I moſt cordially. and highly approve. 


I cannot forget, how often J have adviſed this meaſure, nor 
how often without ſuccefs J have preſſed it upon miniſters, 


but however I may lament that, the counſel was not taken be- 


fore a hundred millions of money was ſpent, and thouſands of. 
tives devoted to the cruel conteſt, yet it muſt draw from me 
my warm approbation now that it hath been followed. He 
who thought that the war was originally unneceſſary, and 
that every moment ſince its commencement as a Proper mo- 


ment for beginning a negociation for peace, cannot object 


to the meaſure which his Majeſty has announced, that he has 
been adviſed to take in the preſent moment, I will not ſay 
one word about the particular and the fit time for fuch a 


meaſure, all times appearing to me to be equally wiſe and 


 falutary for endeavouring to reſtore to the people the bleſſings 
of peace. Nor will I recollect, much leſs retaliate, the per- 
_ fonal inveCtives that were thrown: out againſt myſelf ; that 


an attempt to negociate with ſuch a people, was to lay his 


Majeſty's crown at their feet, and that it was a degradation 
of the honour and dignity of Great Britain-—that to propoſe 
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to open a negociation was in fact to ſue for peace, and that 
fuch conduct was neither dignified nor political. Such was 
the language of the laſt parliament, and ſuch was the animad- 
verſion made on the advice which I then gave. I will con- 
tent myſelf with repeating what I then ſ21d, that, “to pro- 
poſe negociation is not to ſue for peace.” It is at every mo- 
ment dignified and proper to ſtrive to reſtore the bleſſings of 
peace, and it is certainly one thing to propoſe a negociation 
in which terms are to be fairly and manfully diſcuſſed, and 
another to ſue to your enemy for peace. He who objects to 
this diſſtinction is not animated by that feeling which ought 
ever to be uppermoſt in the mind of a ſtateſman—with the 
deſire of ſhortening the calamity of war, and paving the way, 
by every practicable means, to that deſirable end. He ought. 
ever, therefore, to make manifeft in his conduct, that no 
career of conqueſt and no reverſe of fortune, can divert him 
from that ſingle object a negociation for peace in preference 
to any other object. I repeat, therefore, that J moſt per- 
fectly and entirely approve of the preſent meaſure, and will 
not now mix my aſſent to that part of the addreſs, with any 
obſervation on the tardy and protracted manner in which it 
has at length been reſolved upon. And thus approving of 
the principal feature of the addreſs, I am extremely unwilling 
to oppoſe any other part of it, and wiſh that it had been ſo 
worded as to have entitled it to the perfect unanimity of the 
whole houſe. 'There are ſome expreſſions, however, of which 
I muſt take notice, and I ſhall do ſo rather with the intention 
of explaining the vote which I ſhall give, than of movin any 
thing upon them. And firſt, in the very opening of the 
ſpeech there is an expreſſion that his Majeſty has % every 
endeavour to open a negociation; now, unleſs by the words 
every endeavour it is meant to ſay that every endeavour has 
been uſed ſince the cloſe of the laſt parhament, we ought not 
to agree to the expreſſion, for undoubtedly miniſters cannot 
expect that gentlemen, who like myſelf, objeCted ſo frequent- 
ly to their refuſal to exert any effort at all, ſhould now ac- 
_ guieſce in an aſſertion that they had uſed every endeavour to 
bring about a negociatien. Unleſs, therefore, it is meant to 
allude to the endeavours which his Majeſty has made fince 
the cloſe of the laſt parliament, endeavours which I am 
willing to take upon truſt, Idefire that it may be clearly un- 
derſtood that I am not to be precluded by my vote this night 
from animadverting upon his Majeſty's miniſters for their 
former want of endeavours to bring about a negoctation for 
wag 111 Peace. 
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peace. There is much that deſerves praiſe in the con- 
ſtruction of the preſent ſpeech. Miniſters have omitted the 

words to which they have been ſo bigotted heretofore, of the 


war having been undertaken for the cauſe of religion, humanity. 


and  fecial order, words calculated only to inflame and to 


exaſperate the two nations againſt each other, and to fet the 
probability of peace at a greater diſtance; neither h FORE 
aſſerted their conſtant and unfounded phraſe, that the æwar 
was juſt and neceſſary. 
ſtaining from intemperate language, for ſurely at a time 
when they are about to negociate for a peace, it would have 


been peculiarly ill-judged and unſeafonable to have made uſe 
of language repulſive and bitter to the people with whom you 


bad to. treat; nor would it have been wiſe to introduce 
words calculated to prevent unanimity in this houſe, upon 
the courſe which his Majeſty has been ſlowly adviſed to pur- 


ſue; fince with reſpect to the neceſſity of the war, and all 


the jargon of epithets that have been applied to it, there 
mult always continue to be a fundamental difference of opi- 


nion. Other parts of the ſpeech perhaps demand a little | 


explanation, and which if we paſs over for the time, it is to 


be underſtood that we-are left at full liberty to enquire and 
to queſtion the aflertions hereafter; ſuch is the declaration 


of. the flouriſhing flete of our manufaftures, trade, and commerce. 
I mult take this upon truſt 3 I cannot object to the aſſertion 
of a fact, the proofs of which I have not before me. We 
ſhall foon have the means of knowing, upon better authority 


than mere. aſſertion, the ſtate of the country; and I truſt it 
will turn out to be proſperous and flouriſhing. Our : agree- 


ing to the aſſertion in the mean time, muſt not be conſtrued 


as precluding us from enquiry, much leſs to involve our ; 
When I hear it ſaid, that by the flouriſhing ſtate of 


| aſſent. 
our manufactures, trade, and commerce, our reſonrces are 


ample and |! ficient for the ct afes 1 in which we are involved, 1 


mult heſitate in giving credit to an affertion which is ſo little 
lupported by. the public appearance of things. I mult think 


wien I look at the price of the general funds of the country, 


the ſtate of the transferable ſecurities of government, the 


monſtrous. diſcounts upon the enormous quantity of paper 
which they have iſſued, together with the daily conferences 
of which we hear for ellen to relieve the pecuniary em- 


barraſſments of trade, I muſt be led to think that our re- 
ſources are in a leſs favourable ſtate than his Majeſty's mi- 
niſters have choſen to make us believe they are; and when 


They have acted wiſely in fins ab- 
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the queſtion comes hereafter fairly before us, then, and not 
now, will be the proper moment tor aſcertaining the truth of 

this important fact, and of making the proper declaration 
thereon. There is one other part of the addreſs, I believe it 


1 is nearly, if not the concluding ſentence, upon which I can- 
1 not forbear to make {ome obſervations; it is that part of the 
* addreſs in which we are made ?9 repre in the general tranquil= 
* lity of the country, a ſentiment in which I heartily concur, for 
5 tranquillity at all times is a moſt deſirable thing; but when 
5 we proceed farther and hear this tranquillity afcribed to the 
gl wiſdom and energy of the laws, inſinuating that the laws 
= which were paſled in the laſt ſeſſion of the laſt parliament, 
13 have ſecured to us this tranquillity and triumphed over anar- 
= chy and confulion, I muſt enter my ſolemn proteſt againſt 
| the whole of this aſſertion, and againſt all ſuch aſſertions. 1 


have never been convinced that there were any ſuch perſons 
in this country, or at leaſt that there were any number of 
perſons in this country defirous of anarchy and confuſion, 
worthy of the attention of his Majeſty, or of this houſe; 1 
therefore mult ſolemly proteſt againſt the inſinuation, that it 
is to the energy of thoſe laws that we are indebted for the 
general tranquillity that is ſaid to have reigned z general 
tranquillity ariſing out of the obedience which a rational peo- 
ple cheerfully pay to good laws, muſt always be a ſubject of 
real rejoicing ; but, if is meant to be ſaid, that general tran- 
quillity has ſprung out of the two laws of the laſt ſeſſion of 
the laſt parliament—laws which ought to be the object of 
our terror and abhorrence, and which are calculated to excite 
theſe feelings, I cannot rejoice in any ſuch tranquillity. 
Should I be aſked, have thefe laws produced tranquillity ? I 
anſwer, no: it is not in the nature of ſuch laws to produce 
tranquillity. Such laws may produce a forced quiet, which 
I conſider as a real alarm. Do we rejoice in ſuch a tranquil- 
lity, where diſcuſſion is to be ſtifled and men are to brood in 
ſecret over the grievances which they feel ? no: ſuch a tran- 
quillity alarms me more than tumult. It is a tranquillity. 
which every man who loves freedom ought to ſee with pain 
—every man who loves order ought to ſee with terror. Sir, 
to the conſtitution no man can feel a ſtronger attachment than 
myſelf; but I will not ſport with the word conſtitution ; I 
will not uſe the word without explaining it; my attachment 
is to the conſtitution under which I was born, under which I 
was bred, not to that of the laſt parliament, which did more 
to maim and disfigure the ancient conſtitution of England 
: „ FE i chan 
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than any former parliament that ever ſat within theſe walls. 


Let me, then, fir, be clearly underſtood, that I do not join in 
this inſinuation of praiſe upon theſe abominable laws, nor 


_ aſcribe to them effects to which I believe them to be inap- 


.plicable. Much as I with for a general approbation of the 


- meaſure of endeavouring to procure peace to this country, 


yet, fir, I ſhould think it was purchaſed at too dear a rate, if 


coupled with the approbation of theſe abhorrent laws; and 
| have thought it my duty to ſay ſo much, that my vote may 


not be miſinterpreted into an acquieſcence of this part of the 


addreſs. 


I am one of thoſe who think that the whole ſyſtem of our 
foreign politics, on which this war was undertaken, has been 
Faulty : I think alfo, that ſpringing from the ſame ſource, 
our whole ſyſtem of domeſtic policy has been equally faulty. 
They have run on together in a parallel progreſs, and have 
produced all the varied calamities which the people have 


been doomed to ſuffer. I think, therefore, that whatever 


may be the reſult of the negociation which his Majeſty has 
been at length adviſed to open, whether it ſhall produce, as I 


hope it will, the bleſſing of a ſpeedy and a permanent peace, or 


that its object ſhall be fruſtrated, and that we ſhall be doom 
ed to the continuance of war, {till it will be the duty of this 
| houſe ſeriouſly to re-conſider the ſyſtem which has produced 
theſe evils, and to deviſe the means of preventing ſuch evils 


in future. Peace, I own, to be our great object, the firſt, 


the chief thing to be purſued, and, if poſſible, to be obtained: 
but whether peace itſelf, without ſuch a review and ſuch a 


change of ſyſtem as may protect us in future from ſuch 
_ calamities, can reſtore us to our former condition, may be a 


matter of doubt. Peace would certainly be beneficial, even 


accompanied by the bad ſyſtem that has lately been intro- 


_ duced. Peace might enable the people a little longer to 
endure the evils with which that ſyſtem is fraught; it might 


render it a little leſs pernicious on account of the advan- 
tages which would flow from the revival of induſtry and 


trade; and therefore, at all events, let us have peace! 


peace at all events! but let it be thoroughly underſtood, that 


in the one caſe it would only be a palliative, in the other it 


would be a remedy. Peace certainly is the chief object: it 
is preferable to any ſingle object of policy; but whether peace 


will be eſfectual, if there be no change in domeſtic politics, 


may be a matter of doubt. Peace, therefore ſhall have my 
crdial ſuppert, and every meaſure like the preſent, that 
TE 55 5 . leads 
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leads to the defirable event, or that makes an opening to- 
' wards it, ought to be received with unanimity by all deſcrip» 
tions of men. | 1 85 - 5 
The noble lord who moved the addreſs to his Majeſty in 
a manner fo highly to his credit, and who, I am ſure, will 
believe me when J fay, that I ſineerely rejoice in the diſplay 
of talents which he has made to-night, as he knows that 1 
have many reaſons for rejoicing in his ſucceſs (and I certain- 
ly never heard an addreſs moved with more propriety and 
taſte), has made uſe of one expreſſion which went a little 
further, and is a little fuller than the ſpeech itſelf. Speak- 
ing of the negociation being opened, he ſaid that “ the pre- 
ſent government of France, poſſeſſing ſtability and permanence, 
was a government with which we might ſafely and politi- 
cally treat.” This is a- propoſition which I will not now 
inveſtigate z I who always thought them a government with | 
which we ought to treat; but I cordially approve of this 
_ expreſſion of the noble lord, and wiſh the ſpeech had been 
equally explicit , for I am of opinion that wherever you 
have to negociate with any perfons, it is found policy to 
treat them with reſpect. The expreſhon of the noble ford 
is therefore deſerving of approbation : good ſenſe produced 
in the noble lord what in my opinion ought alſo to have 
{truck his Majeſty's miniſters, and what I ſhould have re- 
joiced to Rave ſeen in the ſpeech and in the addreſs, namely, 
that it was wiſe and ſeaſonable to ſpeak of the government 
with which we had ta tr=at, in terms of reſpect and civility. 
After all the difficulties and jealouſies which we have had to 
_ deplore, it would ſurely have been wiſe in a ſpeech to be 
delivered from the throne, that his Majeſty's miniſters ſhould 
Have named the perſons at leaſt to whom they were to. ſend, 
and the country with which we are at war. In former 
times, if they had had occaſion to ſend a miniſter to the Hague, 
they would have addreſſed themſelves © to the States Gene. 
ral of the United Provinces,” and on the preſent occaſion 
the ſame policy demands that they fhould have addreſſed 
themſelves “ to the Executive Directory of the French Re- 
public.“ I think I obſerve a ſmile upon this remark, but 
why it is made I profeſs I know not. Are the French Di- 
rectory in ſuch a ſtate of obſcurity as not to be worthy of 
name? We are about to ſend a perſon to this Executive 
Directory, and it certainly is not very political to do it in an 
-angracious manner. Perhaps the omiſſion may be the effect 
of mere inadvertency, and that I may be more ſtruck with 


* 
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it on account of the contraſt of the noble lord's ſpeech. 
Perhaps I may be told that I am tenacious of an opinion that 
I before held with reſpect to America: having thought that 
the gratuitous recognition of their independence was a wiſe : 
and political meaſure, and would have greatly contributed 
to ſhorten the calamity of war, I am ſtill wedded to that 
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opinion, and becauſe I ſaw advantages in this courſe which 
greatly overbalanced thoſe who thought it prudent to make 
a bargain of our recognition, I ſtill hold the fame doctrine 1 


with reſpect to the French republic. I certainly ſhall have = 
no objection to incur this charge. I do think it wiſe and 
political to acknowledge them at once by the title which they 1 
give themſelves; I think it agreeable to the practice of com- 
mon life, and recommended by the prudence of all inter- 1 
courſe in private ſociety. We know that in private commu - 
nication, in diſputes between man and man, there are points 885 
Which cannot be inſiſted upon by the perſons themſelves, ICE 
which at the ſame time others will not be diſpoſed to diſ- 
pute. It is certainly not political to hurt the pride of thoſe | 
with whom we have any point to ſettle 3 if we have any 
buſineſs to tranſact with a perſon in private life, it would 
| hardly be thought conſiſte with decency and good manners, 
much leſs with policy and good ſenſe, to deny him any title 
Which he may happen to bear, or to which he may think he 
| has a claim. If the omiſſion was the effect of mere inad- 
vertency, I hope that pams will be taken to prevent all miſ- 
| underſtanding in the outſet, and that we ſhall not have to 
regret our inattention and diſregard of little trifling points of 
etiquette, when we have ſo important an object as peace de- 
pending upon the flue of our conduct. I hope, and I truſt 
that this houſe hopes, I know that the country hopes, that 
this negociation may be ſucceſsful. But fir, if it ſhould not, 
much will be gained, if it ſhould be proved to the people of 
this country, that nothing but the extravagance of terms had 
fruſtrated our endeavours to procure the deſirable end; much 
would be gained if it ſhould be proved that no obſtacle to 
Peace had — thrown in the way, by our deſire of reſtoring 
the ancient ſyſtem of government in France, or by our ne- 
glecting to make our diſpoſitions in this reſpect ſufficientiyx 
manifeſt.” The jealouſy of the French republick is ſufficient- 
ly viſible. It would have removed all jealouſy and ſtifled 
every ſuſpicion if the Executive Directory had been addreſſed 
by name, and we had thereby made a deciſue publick decla- 
ration, that whatever might be its form of goyerumont, 5 
7 5853 er 
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ther a monarchy or a republick, we were deſirous of negocia- 
ting for a peace with France. This, fir, would have recon- 
ciled me more cordially to the form of proceeding which 
his Majeſty's miniſters have now adopted, and would have 
given me infinitely more confidence in its ſucceſs. I ſhall 
not, however, object to the clauſe by any amendment, be- 
fi cauſe, if omitted by accident, I will not thwart the proſecu- 
tion of the main object by my remark; they might refuſe my 
amendment though convinced of their own error, from an 
unwillingneſs to be fo corrected ; and this is not the moment 
in which I ſhall endeavour to throw any thing that may be 
conſtrued into a check upon their conduct: I wiſh to leave 
them in poſſeſſion of full powers; of as full powers as any 
miniſters ought to be intruſted with, in order that they may 
carry on the negociation unſhackled and unreſtrained. For 
ttis reafon, fir, I repeat it, I ſhall propoſe no -amendment, L 
thought I have thought it neceſſary to ſtate wy wk on 
| this part of the ſpeech. | — 
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eſs, ect before us. Miniſters ſay that their conduct has been 
dd” h and forbeuring. 1 hope 1 ik has been fo, I hope that 
__ thy have learnt by the ſevere leſſons of adverſity which we 
have recently been taught, that moderation and forbearance 
are not only conſiſtent with true intereſt, but alſo with true 
magnanimity. I was ſanguine enough to hope that the 
leſſon which we learnt from America, would have been ſuf- 
ficient to convince us of this important truth, and that we 
ſhould not have had occaſion to have gone to the ſchool of 
adverſity again to confirm us in it. His majeſty's miniſters, 
however, unfortunately for England and for humanity, 
did not think in the ſame manner; at length, I hope 
they have learnt not merely that moderation and forbear- 
ance are the moſt magnanimous, but alſo the moſt prudent 
principle of conduct; and that not merely no perfect ſecu- 
rity, but no real grandeur, can be maintained without a 
a ſteadfaſt adherence to them. Of Spain therefore and of 
the queſtion at iſſue with that court, I ſhall not fay one 
word; tne materials for a perfect judgment are not before 
us. One thing, however, I cannot omit, becauſe it is ſea- 
ſonable and inſtructive z it ought to convince us how ſhort 
| ſighted is human policy. We cannot have forgot the ſtreſs 
that was laid upon the advantageous criſis, and the favour- 
able circumſtance under which we engaged in this war. 
« With all Europe for your” Bucks and — with 
Vol. I. . — 42. e eee 


voin, I ſhall ſay nothing; there is no information on this 
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Spain and Pruſſia by your fide, you are to encounter France 
left without a friend.” Such was the lofty and high-ſounding 
invitation that was held out to engage you to plunge into the 
war. Now you are told from the throne that you have a 
miſunderſtanding with the court of Spain, and as to Pruſſia 
not a word is ſaid of Pruſſia, but I apprehend that no very 
ſanguine hopes are entertained of aſſiſtance from that quar- 
ter; ſo much for the ſagacity that led us into the cruſade } 
_ Wiſdom, and experience they ſay, cannot be purchaſed too 
dear, it would not be denied that we have paid a tolerable 
price, but having paid the price, let us at leaſt have the bene- 
fit of the wiſdom and experience we have purchaſed, 
and practice the virtues of moderation and forbearance of 
which we have ſo flowly and ſo feelingly learnt the value. 
As to the terms of peace, the preſent is not the moment 
for ſaying one word upon the ſubject. I have no difficulty 
in aſſerting that there are ſtil] great reſources in this coun- _ 
try, even in its preſent ſtate, if the people were fairly and 
fully convinced that the bleſſings of peace were refuy 
through the perverſneſs or the ambition of France. IId 
no heſitation in ſaying that if, after manifeſting a diſpoſig, _ 
of candour, ſimplicity, and openneſs, in negociating . 
terms of a peace, it ſhould ſtill appear that they refuſe to 
accede to a juſt and reaſonable peace, we not only ſhould 
find ample reſources in this country for proſecuting the war 
with vigour, but we ſhould proſecute it with ſuch an unani- 
mity of heart as would draw forth all the energy and all the 
vigour of the nation. I ſay thus much in the contemplation 
of a clear, candid, and manly procedure on the part of our 
' miniſters, and I have no doubt but I ſhall be cordially joined 
by every part of the country in this declaration, that if they 
do ſo conduct themſelves, they will meet with univerſat 
ſupport. But on the other fide we ought to negociate in the 
ſpirit of great moderation. I have no difficulty in ſaying, 
for one, that I ſhould find much leſs fault if the terms of 
peace faulty on the fide of moderation, than J ſhould be in- 
_ clined to do if faulty in the contrary extreme. To igno- 
minious terms of peace I know and believe that this coun- 
try would never be made to ſubmit. But I wiſh it clearly to 
be underſtood, that, rather than ſupporting any miniſters in 
extravagant pretenſions, ariſing either from the pride of tran- 
. Gent fortune or from natural arrogance, I would be much 
more diſpoſed to give my aſſent to terms that, on a due in- 
veſtigation of our claims, might be conſidered as rather be- 
low than above our right. I have no difficulty in ſaying, 
| f if in 
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In caſe of ſuch a balance, on which ſide I think the ſcale 
ought to turn; but I do not think that the preſent is the fit 
ö moment to enter into the diſcuſſion of terms at all; for, in 
34 my mind, the whole of this ought to be left to miniſters, as 


tainly be right to rejoice in the gallantry they have diſplayed, 
and the laurels they have recently acquired. No man ad- 
mires their great military exertions more- than I do, but let 
it be recolleCted that we are called upon to rejoice on their 
| Having recovered only a part of what was loſt in this cam- 
paign, and that it is not becauſe they have reaped ſucceſſes, 
Calculated to obtain what miniſters themſelves originally 
ſtated the object of the war to be, but becauſe they have 
ſaved the houſe of Auſtria from the utter deſtruCtion with 
which it was threatened ; while we rejoice I preſume we can 
| hardly flatter ourſelves that the Auſtrians are likely to re- 
* | cover all that they have loſt in the preſent campaign, much 
eſs what they have loſt in all the campaigns that are 
alt 1 and even this, fir, muſt furniſh a new ſubject for re- 
flection, which the achievements of our navy ſtill further 
. ſerve to corroborate: the achievements of that navy have been 
brilliant and glorious; at no former period have they diſ- 
EE played greater e and never perhaps equal {kill. No 
eulogiums can be too high for their merits. Yet after all 
this, the character of the peace which we are deſirous to ob- 
tain, and the utmoſt we can expect, is, that it ſhall be ſolid 
and of permanent duration; this, I believe, is as high 2 
character as the peace is likely to deſerve. Then what muſt 
be the fort of conflict in which we are engaged, in which 
after a four years ſucceſsful exertion of all the ſkill, and all 
the valour of our navy, in which they have invariably con- 
quered and carried the flag of England triumphant to every 
Toner of the world ; all our efforts cannot produce to us 
à peace either brilliant or glorious, but we muſt content 
ourſelves with hoping for a peace that may be ſolid and 
permanent ? Muſt we not own that there is ſomething in 
the cauſe in which we are engaged radically defeCtive, that 
palſies our efforts, and diſappoints our ſtrength? that there is 
ſomething which demands from the common ſenſe and from 
the prudence of Engliſhmen, a ſtrict and a rigorous inveſtiga« 
tion, that we may diſcover what this ſomething i is, not merely 
to. retrieve che preſent calamity, but guard. our on ant 
8 G2 - 
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= not our intereſt only, but alſo the relative intereſt of the dif- 
©: ferent powers are to be affected by the negociation. 

= With regard to the Auſtrian victories which make a topic = 
bi. of animated exultation in his majeſty's ſpeech, it may cer- 
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| againſt the error in future 7 A day will come for ſuch a queſ- 


out moving any amendments upon the points of which I do 
_ obſervations that I think it important for the Houſe to enter- 


ſince I think it of the moſt eſſential importance to the well 
being of the country, and to the true ſupport and dignity of 
his Majeſty's crown, that an enquiry into all the cauſes which 

have brought the nation into its preſent condition, and pro- 
_ duced the calamities of the preſent war, ſhould be inſtituted 


no difference of ſentiment in this Houſe, and that even the 


dial concurrence. There are certainly many topics on which 


Ro dreſs, the propriety of the conduct employed to bring about a 
| Jolid and durable peace, tuch a peace as may be conſi ent with 


44 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commots 
tion ; and I ſhall give my aſſent to the preſent addreſs with- 


not cordially approve, | becauſe when the day of ſuch a diſ- 
cuſſion does come, I ſhall have an opportunity to make the 


tain upon thoſe points. No great diſtance of time ſhall elapſe 
before I ſhall think it my duty to bring the matter before you, 


for the purpoſe of adviſing his Majeſty to make a funda- 
mental change in the ſyſtem upon which we have lately acted, 


both with regard to foreign and domeſtic policy. When 
this day ſhall come, and that I ſhall move the Houſe upon 
this great and conſtitutional ſubject, I ſhould not like to be 


told that I hve precluded myſelf from the diſcuſſion of theſe 1 | 


topics, and ſhut myſelf up from enquiring not merely into 
the cauſes, but the conduct of the war, as well as into the. 


7 * . * 5 : 5 W 
nature of our domeſtic misfortunes, by the aſſent which 1 


had given to the addreſs of this day. For this reaſon, fir, 1 
Have thought it neceſſary to ſay ſo much, and with this re- 


Terve of freedom for a future day of diſcuſhon I do not 


_ oppoſe the addreſs to his Majeſty upon his ſpeech from the 


throne. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſpoke to the following ef- 


fect: Though I feel myſelf impelled from more than one 


conſideration to come forward on the preſent occaſion, I ſhall 
not be under the neceſſity of troubling the Houſe much at 
length. It is certainly to me a matter of great ſatisfaction 
that at ſo critical a conjuncture, indeed the moſt critical and 
the moſt important that has occurred during the preſent cen- 


_ tury, that on the only great and ſubſtantial queſtion on which 


the addreſs propoſes to expreſs any opinion, there ſhould be 
right honourable gentleman ſhould have expreſſed his cor- 
he touched in the courſe of the ſpeech in which I now differ 


with him, as much as ever I differed at any former period, 
but with reſpect to the great and ſubſtantial object of the ad- 
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the permanent ſecurity and the juſt pretenſions of the coun- 


try, there does not ſubſiſt even the ſlighteſt ſhade of diffe- 


rence. That object is found to command the full and moſt 


unequivocal ſupport. Such a circumſtance I muſt indeed 


conſider as matter of juſt pride and of honeſt ſatisfaction. 
It exhibits the moſt decided and undeniable proof that the 


ſteps which his Majeſty has taken towards negociation, that 


the clear and explicit declaration that he has made, are in 
themſelves ſo unexceptionable, and ſo well calculated for the 
end in view, that they muſt command aſſent from any man who | 


retains the ſmalleſt care for the intereſt and honour of hia 


. country. Impreſſed with this feeling of ſatisfaction, I can 
have but little inclination to detain the Houſe on points of 


flighter difference. I look with {till higher ſatisfaction to the 
concurrence now exprefſed in that object of the Addreſs, as 


the pledge of general unanimity, and the omen of great ex- 


ertions, if unfortunately, that object ſhould not be obtained. 


The hon. gentleman juſtly ſtates, that what hitherto has been 
done only amounts to an overture of peace. It is impoſſible to 
| ſtate what may be the reſult. We cannot pronounce what 
will be the diſpoſition of the enemy, or what circumſtances 
may occur to influence the fate of negociation. We ought 


to look fairly to our ſituation. It holds out to us a chance 


ol peace, if the enemy are difpoſed to accede to it on juſt 
and reaſonable terms; but, on the other hand, if they are 
ſtill ackuated by ambitious projects, we ſhall gain another 
object by the courſe we have purſued; we {ſhall unmaſk 
them in the eyes of Europe; we ſhall expoſe the injuſtice of 
their policy and their infatiable thirſt of aggandizement z and 
jf no other advantage be gained, we at leaſt ſhall be able to 
Put to the proof the ſincerity of that pledge which this 


day has been given; that if the enemy are not diſpoſed to 


|  accede to peace on juſt and reafonable terms, the war will 
be ſupported by the unanimous voice and the collected force 


of the nation. I truſt and hope that it may not be neceſſary 


to have ſuch a teſt of ſincerity ; but while we indulge with 


ſatisfaction in the hope of a more favourable iſſue, we muſt 5 


at the ſame time look to the other alternative; we muſt be 


prepared with all the force of the country to ſupport the 


proſecution of the conteſt if its continuance ſhould be found 
neceſſary. If the unanimity of this day be accompanied with 
ſuch views, if it is not an unaninuty founded merely upon 
the pleaſing ſound of peace, the captivating charm of renew- 
_ ed tranquillity, and the proſpect of the termination of thoſa 


ſcenes of horror and calamity with which war is always at- 


as WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Counone, 


tended (fuch an unanimity would indeed be fatal to the coun- 
try), but if it is an unanimity the reſult of rational and manly 
refleCtion, founded upon a careful conſideration of the ſitua- 


it cannot then be too highly prized. We mult not put out of 
fairly compare the ſituation of this country with that of the ene- 
Which, under all theſe circumſtances, it may be hitting for us to 
make, in order to effect the reſtoration of peace. It is with a 
explanation of his conduct, with reſpect to peace, has 


which, on the one hand, is prepared to ſupport the juſt 
pretenſions and reaſonable hopes of the country; and on 


with the honourable gentleman, I would wiſh to fay a 

the courſe of his ſpeech, and with reſpe& to which we 
diſcuſſed to be now forgotten by gentlemen who fat in 
we ſhould hear of them again. The honourable gentleman 
had intimated as his opinion, that we muſt change the 


whole ſyſtem. of our interior policy, which he conſiders as 
inconſiſtent with the conſtitution of the country. I am 


and undiſturbed tranquillity which he admitted that the 
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declared that he could not. ſubſ:ribe to any conſtruction 
tributed to ſecure the tranquillity of the country. Having 


to 


tion of the country, and prepared to meet every conjuncture, 
view thoſe means of exertion which we {till poſſeſs, we muſt 
my, and the amount of our own acquiſitions with the loſſes 
of our allies; we muſt eſtimate the extent of the ſacrifices. 
view to thoſe principles that unanimity becomes ſo peculiarly | 
deſirable in the preſent moment: the clear and unequivocal _ 
commanded a general concurrence. If it be that ſentiment 
the other to reſiſt the unjuſtifiable demands and arrogant 
claims of the enemy, I ſhall then conſider the unanimity of 
this day as the happieſt ra in the hiſtory of the country. 
On this head I ſhall ſay no more, and agreeing thus ol 


little as poſſible as to other points on which he touched in 5 
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widely differ. They have been too often and to warmly 


the former Parliament; and in the concluding part of his 
ſpeech the honourable gentleman gave us an affurance that 


N FE Wa - ds es 2 


happy, however, to find that he is ſo far ſatisfied with the 
conſtitution as to aſcribe to its protection that internal order 


country had for ſome time paſt enjoyed. He at the fame | 
time reprobated in the ſevereſt terms laws which were paſſed 
during the laſt parliament, and which he repreſented as 
pregnant with the moſt miſchievous conſequences, and 


of that part of his Majeſty's ſpeech which included thoſe 
among the laws, the energy and wiſdom of which had con- 


made this declaration, .it would he unfair and uncanded, 
Q my part not to be equally explicit. 1 deſire no gentleman | 
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to vote for the addreſs upon any ſuch qualification with reſ- 
pect to thoſe laws. I am firmly of opinion, that excluſive 
of their influence, the peace of this country could not have 
been ſo ſucceſsfully maintained, nor can I ſuffer the ſmalleſt 
reproach to fall upon the character of the laſt parhament, 
who diſplayed their wiſdom and their energy in providing 
a remedy ſo ſuitable to the alarming nature of the criſis. If 
there is any ambiguity in the addreſs, with reſpect to thoſe 
laws, it is becauſe they are ſo conſiſtent with the ſpirit of 
the conſtitution which they were framed to protect, and 
| ſo blended with the ſyſtem of our juriſprudence, fo conge- 
nial to the practice of former times, and ſo conformable ' 
even to the letter of former acts, that it was impoſſible to 
make any diſcrimination. It is to be recollected that they 
were paſſed in a moment of alarm and turbulence; they 
had been found moſt admirably calculated to meet the emer- 
gency of the time. The addreſs does not apportion with 
minute exactneſs what degree of tranquillity we have de- 
derived from the operation of thoſe laws, when blended 
with the conſtitution, and what we might have enjoyed from 
the influence of laws previouily ſubſiſting; how much we 
were indebted for protection to the antient ſtrength of the 
edifice, or to thoſe buttreſſes that were raiſed to ſupport 
it in the moment of hurricane. There were ſome other 
points on which the honourable gentleman touched. He 
ſeemed to conſider, from the language of the addreſs, that 
endeavours have only been made of late to procure peace. 
He ought to recolleCt that his Majeſty's ſpeech particularly 
refers to what has taken place ſince he laſt communicated 
with his parliament. If ever the day ſhall come when an 
examination ſhall be inſtituted into the ſteps which have 
been adopted to ſecure the re-eſtabliſhment of the general 
_ tranquillity, Iam confident that no endeavours for that pu- 
| Poſe have been wanting on the part of his Majeſty's miniſ- . 
ters. But gentlemen muſt be ſenſible that what may be q: 
admitted as an endeavour to reſtore peace depends upon a 

variety of circumſtances, and is likely to be differently ap- 
preciated by individuals of oppoſite ſentiments. It 
depends on the relative ſtate of parties on the number of 
| allies with whom we may be engaged to act, on the degree 

of attention we pay to their intereſts, and on the concert 
we wiſh to preſerve with them. Taking all theſe neceſſary 
conſiderations into view, I again pledge myſelf that it will be 
found in the reſult of enquiry that miniſters have negle&ted _ 

no opportunity which could have been improved for the purf- 
1 | | pols 
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| poſe of accelerating peace. But the howourable gentleman 
Has told us that we are at laſt come to the period which he 
had all along pointed out; that we have now conſented to 


adopt that courſe which he has uniformly recommended fince 


the commencement of the conteſt : to ſend a perſon to Paris, and 


to try the effect of negociation. He takes to himſelf all the me- 
Tit of that policy which we have tardily adopted, and ſo con- 


fident did he feel himſelf in this ground of ſelf-exultation, 
that he declined all illuſtration of his victory, and merely 
made it the ſubject of one triumphant obſervation. His aſ- 
ſertion was, you are now taking thoſe meaſures which, if 
you had liſtened to my councils, you might have adopted 


four years ago.” But does it follow that the meaſure was 


right then, becauſe it is right now? May not a period of four 


years produce events to juſtify a material change of policy, 
and to render meaſures wiſe and expedient, which at a cer- 


tain time would neither have been prudent nor reaſonable ? 


| Becauſe you do not chuſe to make peace the day after an un- 
_ provoked aggreſhon, may you not be juſtified in holding out 
paciſic overtures after a lapſe of four years? The argument 
of the honourable gentleman amounts to this, that, either 


you muſt make peace the day after the aggreſſion, or not make 


it at all. With reſpect to the relative ſituation of this coun- 
try and Spain, it would not be conſiſtent with my duty to go 


into any detail on that tubject at the preſent moment. As to 
the queſtion of our reſources the honourable gentleman ad- 
mits them to be extenſive and fiouriſhing. They furniſh, in- 


deed, in a moment like the preſent, a ſubject of peculiar con- 


gratulation and well grounded confidence. If the revenue, 
5 after a four years war, which might have bcen expected to 
have injured it ſo materially in ſo many branches, and after 
all the additional burthens which have been impoſed, ſtill 
keeps up to the rate of laſt year, that circumſtance is ſurely 


no light ſource of ſatisfaction. With reſpect to the ſtate of 


commerce, I am enabled to ſpeak in a very different ſtrain. 


_ Notwithſtanding all the embarraſſments which it has had to 
encounter, it has attained and ſtill continues to enjoy a pitch 
of unexampled proſperity. Thoſe embaraſſments have pro- 


ceeded from various cauſes z the expence of the war abroad, 
and the high price of articles of conſumption at home; the 
ſituation of part of the Continent, where the markets have 


been ſhut againſt us; and even the growth of our capital re-a- 


Qing upon thecommerce which occaſioned it, ſo that it was an 
unequivocal proof, temporary proſperity was itfelf a cauſe of 
temporary diſtreſs. Of the continuance of this N we 
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have now the beſt aſſurance. The ſtate of our exports du- 
ring the laſt ſix months has been equal to what they have 


been in the molt flouriſhing years of peace, and our imports 
have diminiſhed in a very ſmall proportion from what they 


have been at periods accounted the moſt proſperous. Un- 
der theſe circumſtances, whatever temporary embarraſſments 
may have ariſen from the quantity of ſpecie ſent out of the 


country, for the want of a ſufficient circulating medium, 
from the ſtate of foreign markets, and from the increaſe 
of our capital; and however theſe difficulties may for a 
time have obſtructed the ordinary operations of finance, 


the commercial character of the country has loſt neither its 


vigour nor importance. If ſuch has been the ſtate of things 
at a period when the country has had to contend for every 
thing dear to it; if, notwithſtanding all the obſtacles which 
have clogged the machinery, the ſpring has retained ſo much 
force and encrgy, we may preſume, that if by the obſtinacy 


and ambition of the enemy we ſhould be called to ſtill greater 
_ exertions, that our reſources as yet remain untouched, and 


that we ſhall be able to call them forth with a degree of 
concert and effect worthy the character of the Britiſh nation, 


and of the cauſe in which they will be employed. Theſe 
reſources have in them nothing hollow or delufive. They 


are the. reſult of an accumulated capital of gradually increaſ- 


ing commerce, of high and eſtabliſhed credit. They are 
the fruits of fair exertion, of laudable ingenuity, of ſucceſs- 


ful induſtry; they have been produced under a ſyſtem of 


order and juſtice, while we, under many diſadvantages, . 


have been contending againſt a country which exhibits in 
every reſpect the reverſe of the picture. A proof that the 
regular operation of thoſe principles mult triumph over the 
unnatural and exhauſting efforts of violence and extortior. 


Buy theſe reſources we are now qualified to take ſuch ſteps 


as may tend to conduct us to a folid and durable peace, 


or if we do not ſucceed in that object, to proſecute the 
conteſt with firmneſs and confidence. The honourable 


gentleman ſuggeſted one remark, that the ſpeech contained 


no recognition of the court of France. He waſted a. good 
deal of ingenuity in attempting to prove that it ought to have 


contained an expreſs acknowledgment of the French Go- 
vernment. It ought to have occurred to him that a paſſport 
having been ſent for and granted, ſome communication 
muſt have taken place on that occaſion, and as the Execu- 
tive Directory had been ſatisfied with the form of commu- 
nication, and the mode in which they had been addreſſed, 
Vol. I. 1796, II 2 it 
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poſe of accelerating peace. But the honourable gentleman 
Has told vs that we are at laſt come to the period which he 
| had all along pointed out; that we have now conſented to 
adopt that courſe which he has uniformly recommended ſince 
thecommencement of the conteſt: to ſend a perſon to Paris, and 
to try the effect of negociation. He takes to himſelf all the me- 
rit of that policy which we have tardily adopted, and ſo con- 
fident did he feel himſelf in this ground of ſelf-exultation, 
that he declined all illuſtration of his victory, and merely 
made it the ſubject of one triumphant obſervation. His aſ- 
ſertion was, “ you are now taking thoſe meaſures which, if 
you had liſtened to my councils, you might have adopted 
four years ago.” But does it follow that the meaſure was 
right then, becauſe it is right now? May not a period of four 
years produce events to juſtify a material change of policy, 
and to render meaſures wile and expedient, which at a cer- 
tain time would neither have been prudent nor reaſonable ? 
Becauſe you do not chuſe to make peace the day after an un- 
provoked aggreſſion, may you not be juſtified in holding out 
paciſic overtures after a lapſe of four years? The argument 
of the honourable gentleman amounts to this, that, either 
vou muſt make peace the day after the aggreſſion, or not make 
it at all. With reſpect to the relative ſituation of this coun- 
try and Spain, it would not be conſiſtent with my duty to go 
into any detail on that tubject at the preſent moment. As to 
the queſtion of our reſources the honourable gentleman ad- 
mits them to be extenſive and flourithing. They furniſh, in- 
deed, in a moment like the preſent, a ſubject of peculiar con- 
Jratulation and well grounded confidence. If the revenue, 
after a four years war, which might have been expected to 
have injured it ſo materially in ſo many branches, and after 
all the additional burthens which have been impoſed, ſtull 
Keeps up to the rate of laſt year, that circumſtance 1s ſurely 
no ſlight ſource of ſatisfaction. With reſpect to the ſtate of 
commerce, I am enabled to ſpeak in a very different {train. 
_ Notwithſtanding all the embarraſſments which it has had to 
encounter, it has attained and ſtill continues to enjoy a pitch 
of unexampled proſperity. Thoſe embaraſiments have pro- 
| ceeded from various cauſes ; the expence of the war abroad, 
and the high price of articles of conſumption at home; the 
ſituation of part of the Continent, where the markets have. 
been ſhut'againſt us; and even the growth of our capital re-a- 
Eling upon the commerce which occaſioned it, fo that it was an 
unequivocal proof, temporary proſperity was itſelf a cauſe of 
temporary diſtreſs. Of the continuance of this property we 
| avs 
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have now the beſt aſſurance. The ſtate of our exports du- 


ring the laſt ſix months has been equal to what they have 


been in the moſt flouriſhing years of peace, and our imports 
have diminiſhed in a very ſmall proportion from what they 
have been at periods accounted the moſt proſperous. Un- 


der theſe circumſtances, whatever temporary embarraſſments 


may have ariſen from the quantity of ſpecie ſent out of the 
country, for the want of a ſufficient circulating medium, 
| from the ſtate of foreign markets, and from the increaſe 


of our capital; and however theſe difficulties may for a 


time have obſtructed the ordinary operations of finance, 
the commercial character of the country has loſt neither its 


vigour nor importance. If ſuch has been the ſtate of things 
at a period when the country has had to contend for oy 


thing dear to it; if, notwithſtanding all the obſtacles whic 


have clogged the machinery, the ſpring has retained ſo much 
force and encrgy, we may preſume, that if by the obſtinacy 
and ambition of the enemy we ſhould be called to ſtill greater 


exertions, that our reſources as yet remain untouched, and 
| that we ſhall be able to call them forth with a degree of 
concert and effect worthy the character of the Britiſh nation, 
and of the cauſe in which they will be employed. Theſe 
_ reſources have in them nothing hollow or deluſive. They 
are the reſult of an accumulated capital of gradually increaſ- 
ing commerce, of high and eſtabliſhed credit. They are 


the fruits of fair exertion, of laudable ingenuity, of ſucceſs- 


ful induſtry; they have been produced under a ſyſtem of 
order and juſtice, while we, under many diſadvantages, 
have been contending againſt a country which exhibits in 


every reſpect the reverſe of the picture. A proof that the 
regular operation of thoſe principles muſt triumph over the 


unnatural and exhauſting efforts of violence and extortior. 
By theſe reſources we are now qualified to take ſuch ſteps 


as may tend to conduct us to a ſolid and durable peace, 


or if we do not ſucceed in that object, to proſecute the 
_ conteſt with firmneſs and confidence. The honourable 
| gentleman ſuggeſted one remark, that the ſpeech contained 


DO 


no recognition of the court of France. He waſted a. good 
deal of ingenuity in attempting to prove that it ought to have 
_ contained an expreſs acknowledgment of the French Go- 
vernment. It ought to have occurred to him that a paſſport 


having been ſent for and granted, ſome communication 
muſt have taken place on that occafipn, and as the Execu- 


tive Directory had been ſatisfied with the form of commu- 
nication, and the mode in which they had been addrefled, 


it 
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it could not be neceſſary for him to ſtart a difficulty where 
they had found none. I can aſſure him that no queſtionof eti- 


quette, no difficulty of form, ſhall be permitted to ſtand in 
the way of negociation, or to obſtruct the attainment of the 


creat object of peace. As to the other points, the right 
honourable gentleman has ſuggeſted what lefſons we ought 
_ derive from experience. Theſe leſſons may be 


8 0 varied according to tlie ſituations of parties and the 


different points of view in which the ſubject is conſidered. 
But when the right honourable gentleman tells us that the 


ſituation of this country is that of adverſity, I can by no 
means agree to the propoſition, How far it deſerves to be 


ranked under that deſcription, let thoſe pronounce who are 


beſt acquainted with the ſtate of our reſources. It cannot 


urely be termed a ſtate of adverſity from any loſſes of our 


trade, the diminution of our capital, or from the reduction 
of any of our foreign poſſeſſions. We have not been greatly 


impoveriſhed by the events of the war in the Eaſt and Welt 


Indies. We cannot be much weakened in our national 


itrength, by having our navy, in conſequence of repeated 
triumphs over cvery hoſtile ſquadron, raiſed to a greater de- 


gree of glory and of fame than it had cver before attained. 
Where, then, are we to look for the ſymptoms of this ad- 
verſity? Are we to look for them in the loſſes and diſaſters 
of our allies? But, does the honoura ble gentleman appeal 


to theſe as a criterion of adverſity, when in the ſame breath 
1 hear him hold out as a ſource of complaint, that you are 
not under the preſent circumſtances ſure of a triumphant 


Peace? And why can you not command ſuch a peace? 


becauſe you will not ſeperate your own greatneſs, and your 


- own commerce, from the intereſt and from the fate of your 


allies; becauſe you refuſe to purchaſe peace for yourſelves 


on any other terms than thoſe which will ſecure the tran- 
quillity of Europe, and con{;der the ſituation of Great Bri- 
tainas chained to that of the continent, by the bands of 
a liberal and comprehenſive policy. If what has been 
loſt on the continent is a ſubſect of regret, it is at leaſt 
a topic on which we have no reaſon to reproach our- 


ſelves. If even the proſpect in that quarter continued as 
gloomy, as it was ſome time ſince, and if the extremity had 
not rouſed the armies of the Emperor to thoſe gallant and 
ſpirited exertions which have been crowned with ſuch brilli- 
ant and unprecedented ſucceſs, no ſhare of blame could 


f attach to us. White the violence of France has been over- 


_ Europe, © 
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different parts of the globe, and to pave the way for the ref- 


toration of peace to your allies, on terms which their own 
ſtrength might have been unable to procure. If you look 


to the geographical ſituation of the war, the Emperor has not 


regained by his recent victories all that he had formerly loſt. 


But do you count for nothing the deſtruction and ruin of 


thoſe armies, by which all the previous ſucceſſes of the enemy 
had been atchieved? Do you count for nothing the glorious _ 


and immortal teſtimony that has been exhibited to mankind, 


that diſciplined valour mult finally triumph over thoſe prin- 


ciples that. the war was undertaken to oppoſe, and which 

owed all their extraordinary and unacountable ſucceſſes to 
the violence in which they originated, and the ſucceſſes with 
which they were accompanied. A memorable warning has 
alſo been afforded with reſpect to the true conſequences 
which have reſulted to thoſe foreign powers who in oppoſition. 
to their true intereſts have courted the alliance of that enemy, 
and expected to find ſecurity in diſgraceful tranquillity. 


Recent events have ſerved alſo to exculpate the characters 


of thoſe who were calumniated as defirous to embrace their 


principles, and receive their laws, and in Germany they 
have left behind them nothing but the memory of their wrongs, 


and a feeling of eternal reſentment. Are ſuch effects to be 


conſidered as of ſmall importance, or to be put in competi- 


tion with the reduction of a fortreſs, or the poſſeſſion of 2 


diſtrict? Of the virtues to be acquired in the ſchool of ad- 


verſity, the honourable gentleman only mentioned thoſe of 
moderation and forbearance. Moderation I ſhould conſi- 
der as that virtue which is beſt adapted to the dawn of proſ- 
perity; there are other virtues of no leſs importance which 


are to be acquired under a reverſe of fortune, and which are 
equally becoming in thoſe who are called to ſuffer: there are 
the virtues of adverſity endured and adverſity reſiſted-of 
adverſity encountered and adverſity ſurmounted. The recent 


example of Germany has furniſhed an illuſtrious inſtance of 


fortitude and perſeverance, and their fortitude and perſeve- 


rance have had their merited reward. Theſe were leſſons 


which I truſt this country has not to learn. England has 
never ſhewn itſelf deficient in firmneſs and magnanimity: 


it it is unrivalled in reſource; it has always been foremoſt 


in the career of honourable exertion, and it has only to main- 


tain its accuſtomed vigour and perſeverance to effect the reſ- 
toration of general tranquillity upon terms conſiſtent with the 


dignity of its own charaCter, and the ſecurity and intereſt of 
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Mr. Fox faid a few words in explanation, in which he 


complained that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had miſ- 
repreſented his argument reſpeCting the propriety of the time 
for negociation. He did not argue that becauſe it was 


right to negociate now, that it was right to negociate at a 


former period. What he contended was (and he had not 
altered his opinion from any thing that he had heard) that if 
it was prudent and wiſe to ſend an Ambaſſador to Paris now, 
when the French have carried their arms into the heart of 


Germany, and are in poſſeſſion of Italy, it would not have been 


daſtardly and puſillanimous to have adopted that meaſure, 


when they had not one foot of that territory. He allowed 


that it might be ſometimes puſillanimous to negotiate, but 


he was convinced that thoſe who had been in the habit of 
applying this term during the courſe of the war to any pro- 

oſition for negociation, had now renounced that opinion. 
He ſtill retained his opinion reſpecting the new laws, and 


when he voted for the addreſs, he did not include them in 


his conſtruCtion of that part of it in which mention is made 
of the wiſdom and energy of the laws. 5 

The queſtion upon the addreſs Was chen put and emed 
nemine contradicente. | 


8 till next day. 


—— 


| PROTEST. of Earl F ITZWILLIAM, againſt the late Addreſs of the Houſe be: 


Lords to his Majeſty. 
Die Jovis, 6? Octobris 1796. 


1 he motion N made that the Addreſs (in anſwer to his Majeſty 5 Speech) 
00 Paſs]: paſſed in the afirmative: | 


| DISSENTIENT) | 1 80 
1ſt, Becauſe by this addreſs, 12 as it Kunde, the tan ion of he Lords 


is given to a ſeries of meaſures as ill-judged with regard to their object as they are 
: derogatory from the dignity of his Majeſty's crown, and from the honour of this 

kingdom. The reiteration of ſolicitations for peace, to a ſpecies of power, with 
whoſe very exiſtence all fair and equitable accommodation is incompatible, can 


have no other effect than that, which jt is notorious, all our ſolicitations have 


- hitherto had. They muſt encreaſe the arrogance and ferocity of the common 
enemy of all nations; they muſt fortify the credit, and fix the authority of an 


odious government over an enſlaved people; they muſt impair the confidence of 
all other powers in the magnanimity, conſiſtency, and fidelity of the Britiſh coun- 


ſels; and it is much to be apprehended they will inevitably tend to break the ſpring 
of that energy, and to lower that ſpirit which has characteriſed in former times 
this high-minded nation, and which, far from ſinking under misfortune, has even 


riſen with the difficulties and daggers in which our country has been involved. 
| 3. h 
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a. Becauſe no peace, ſuch as may be capable of recruiting the ſtrength, oecono- 


| mizing the means, augmenting the reſources, and providing for the faſety of this 


kingdom and its inſeparable connections and dependencies, can be had with the 
uſurped power now exerciſing authority in France, conſidering the deſcription, the 
character, and the conduct of thoſe who compoſe that government, the methods 
by which they have obtained their power, the policy by which they hold it, and 
the maxims they have adopted, openly profeſſed and uniformly acted on, towards 
the deſtruction of all kg not formed on their model and ſubſervient to 


their domination. 


3. Becauſe the idea that this kingdom is competent to defend itſelf, its laws, libe:@ 
dies, and reſigion, under the general ſubjugation of all Europe, is preſumptuous in 
the extreme, contradictory to the ſuppoſed motives for our preſent eager ſolicita- 


tions for peace, and is certainly contrary to the ſtanding policy both of fats _ 


commerce, by which Great Britain has hitherto flouriſhed, 

4th. Becauſe, while the common enemy exerciſes his power over the feveral dates 
of Europe in the way W have ſeen, it is impoſſible long to preſerve our trade, or, what 
cannot exiſt without it, our naval power. This hoſtile ſem ſeizes on the keys of 
the dominions of theſe powers, without any conſideration of their ſriendſhip, their 
enmity, or their neutrality ; preſcribes laws to them as to conquered provinces 3 
muldcts and fines them at pleaſure 3 forces them, without any particular quarre], 
into direct hoſtility with this kingdom, and expels us from ſuch ports and mar kets | 
as ſhe thinks fit; inſomuch that (Europe remaining under ite preſent Nlavery) there 


zs no harbour which we can enter without her permiſſion, either in a commercial | 


or a naval character. This general interdi& cannot be begged off; we e muſt 20 
it by our power, or we are already in a ſtate of vaſſalage. | 
th. Becauſe, whilſt this uſurped power ſhall continue thus conſtituted, and chus 


| 3iſpoſed, no ſecurity whatever can be hoped for in our colonies and plantations, 


thoſe invaluable ſources of our national wealth and our naval power. This war 
has ſhewn that the power prevalent in France, by intentionally diſorganizing that 
plantation ſytem (which France had in common with all other European nations), 
and byinverting the order and relations therein eſtabliſhed, has been able with a 
Maval force, altogether contemptible, and with very inconſiderable ſuccours from Eu- 
rope, to baffle in a great meaſure the moſt powerful armaments ever ſent from this 
, 6ountry into the Weſt Indies, and at an expence hitherto unparalleled ; and has, by 
the force of example and by the effect of her machinations, produced, at little or 


no expence to herſelf, e ther of blood or treaſure, univerſal deſolation and ruin by 
. the general deſtruftion of every thing valuable and neceſſary for cultivatior.» 


throughout ſeveral of our illands, lately among the moſt flouriſhing and productive. 
The new ſyſtem by which theſe things have been effected, leaves our colonies 


. 4qually endangered in peace as in war. It is therefore with this general ſyſtem 


(of which the Weſt India ſcheme is but a ramification) that all ancient eltabliſa· = 
ments are 1 at war * ile of nen, 5 | 
Sch. Becauſe 
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Gth. Becauſe it has been declared from the throne, and i in effect the principle 


has been adopted by parliament, that there was no way likely to obtain a peace | 
commonly ſafe and honourable, but th: ough the ancient and legitimate govern- 

ment long eſtabliſhed in France. That government in its lawful ſucceſſion has been 
' ſolemnly recognized, and aſſiſtance and protection as ſolemnly promiſed to thoſe 
5 7 renchmen who ſhould exert in themſelves its reſtoration. The political principle 6 


upon which this recognition was made, is very far from being weakened by the con- 


. duct of the new- invented government. Nor are our obligations of good faith, pledg- 


ed on ſuch ſtrong motives of policy to thoſe who have been found in their allegiance 


= diſſolved ; nor can they be ſo, until fairly-directed efforts have been made to 
ſecure this great fundamental point. None have yet been employed with the 
ſmalleſt degree of vigour and perſeverance. _ 

| 7th, Becauſe the example of the great change made by the nt in os 


moral and political world (more dangerous than all her conqueſts) is by the 


| preſent procedure confirmed in all its force. It is the firſt ſucceſsful example 

furniſhed by hiſtory of the ſubverſion of the ancient government of a great country, b 
and of all its laws, orders, and religion, by the corruption of mercenary armies, 
| and by the ſeduction of a multitude, bribed by confiſcation to ſedition, in defiance 
of the ſenſe, and to the entire deſtruction of almoſt the whole proprietary body of 


the nation. The fatal effects of this example muſt be felt in every country. 


a New means, new arms, new pretexts are furniſhed to ambition; : andy new perſons 


are intoxicated with that poiſon; | 


Sth, Becauſe our eagerneſs i in ſuing for peace may eos the perſons exerciſing 
power i in France, erroneouſly to believe, that we act from neceſſity, and are unable 


to continue the war; a perſuaſion, which, in the event of an actual peace, will 


operate as a temptation to them to renew that conduct which brought on the 


| greſent w war. Neither ſhall we have any of the uſual ſecurities in Peace. In their 
N treaties, they « do not acknowledge the obligation of that law which for ages has 
heen ce common to all Europe. | They have not the ſame ſentiments nor the ſame 
ideas of their intereſt | in the conſervation of peace, which have hitherto influenced 
all regular governments 3 ; they do not in the ſame manner feel public diſtreſs, or 
= the Private miſery of their ſubjedts ; j they will not find the ſame difficulty on the 


commencement of a new war to call their whole force into ſudden action, where, 


17 nor! 


by the law, every citizen is a ſoldier, and the perſons and properties of all are 


| Jable at once to arbitrary requiſition. On the other hand, no attempt has been 
| made to ſhew 1 in what manner, whether by alliances, by force, military of naval, 
. or by the improvement and | augmentation of our finances, we ſhall be better able 
to reſiſt their hoftile attempts after the peace than at the preſent hour. If we 
temain armed, we cannot reap the ordinary advantage of peace in economy 3 3-if 


Lon % ws ko. 


we d difarm, v we ſhall be ſubje& to be driven | into a new war, under every circum- 
Nance of diſadvantage, unleſs we now prepare ourſe ves to ſuffer, with patience 


and ſubmiſſion, whatever infults, indignities, and | injuries we maJ's receive from 


yy 3 3 


—_” inſolent, domincerivg, and unjuſt power, 1 8 
5 9th. fem 


* 
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gth, Becauſe the inutility of humbling ourſelves again to ſolicit peace in 2 
manner, which is a recognition of the French republic, contrary to all the prin- 
| ciples of the war; the danger of peace, if obtained ; the improbability of its dura- 


tion; and the perſeverance of the enemy throughout the interval of peace in their 


5  miſch'evous ſyſtem, is not conjecture, but certainty. It has been avowed by the 
1 | actual governors of France at the very moment when they had before them our 
= application for a paſſport. They choſe that moment for publiſhing a State 
1 Paper, breathing the moſt hoſtile mind. In it they ſtimulate and goad us, by 


language the moſt opprobrious and offenſive. They frankly tell us, that! it is not 
| our intereſt to defire peace, for that they regard peace only as the opportunity 
19 - of preparing freſh means for the annihilation of our naval power. By making 
WE peace they do not conceal that it will be their object to wreſt from us our 
13 maritime preponderancyto re-eſtabiiſh what they invidiouſly call the freedom of 
3 the ſeas to give a new impulſe to the Spaniſh, Dutch, and French marines 
and to carry to the higheſt degree of proſperity the induſtry and commerce of 
thoſe nations,” which they fate to be our riva's, which they charge us with 


| : te unjuſtly attacking, when we can no longer dupe,” . and which they throughout 
ME contemplate as their own dependencies, united j in arms, and furniſhing reſources _ 
4 ut L | for our future humiliation and deſtruction. They reſort to that well known | 
LY i and conſtant alluſion of theirs to ancient hiſtory, by which repreſenting c France 
U 7 1 as modern Rome, and England as modern Carthage,“ they accuſe us of national 
. perfidy, and hold England up““ as an object to be blotted out from the face of the 
\ WE earth.” They falſely aſſert that the Engliſh nation ſupports with impatience the 
Wh . continuance of the war, and has extorted all hls Majeſty's overtures for peace, 
BE: by comp! :aints and reproaches;“ and above all, not only i in that paſſage, but 
i 2 | throughout their official note, they ſhew the moſt marked adherence to that 
J CY os | inſid ous and intolerable policy of their ſyſtem, by which they, from the com- | 
1 | . mencement of the revolution, ſought to trouble and ſubvert all the governments 
* 4 in Europe. They ſtudiouſly disjoin the Engliſh nation from its ſovereign. 
1 1 Toth, Becauſe, having acted throughout the courſe of this awful and mo- 
We, mentous criſis upon the principles herein expreſſed, and aſter having on the preſent 


occaſion, not only re-conſidered, and jeaiouſly examined their ſoundneſs and 
validity, but gravely attended to, and ſcrupulouſly weighed the merits of all thoſe | 
arguments which have been offered to induce a dereliction of them, conſcien- 
tiouſly adhering to, and firmly abiding by them, I thus ſolemnly record them, in 
juſtificat on of my own conduct, and in diſcharge of the duty owe to my king, 
my ee and the general intereſts of civil ſociety. 
| Win rwe birzwitrial. 


— 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Fripay, Ober 7. 


Met at two o'clock, and carried up their addreſs to his Ma- 
16 in the uſual form upon ſuch occaſions. 
Loicurned to Tueſday ſe'ennight. 


The addreſs and his Majeſty's cating are as follo » Vize 
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Die Jeris, 6% Octobric, 1796, 
Moſt gracious forereien, 15 


We, yu Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects the lords taal 150 tem- 


poral, in parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return your Majeſty our humble 


thanks for your Majeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne, | 
We acknowledge with gratitude your Majeſty's gracious eondeſcenſion, 3 in 
acquainting us that you have omitted no endeavours for ſetting on foot negoctations . 
to reſtore peace ta Europe, and to ſecure for the future the general tranquillity ; 
and that the ſteps which you have taken for this purpoſe have at length opened 
the way to an immediate and direct negociation, the iſſue of which muſt either : 
produce the deſirable end of a juſt, honourable, and ſolid peace for us and for our 
allies, or muſt prove; beyond diſpute, to what cauſe alone the e of che 
calamities of war muſt be aſcribed. 


We entirely concur in the anxious wiſh expreſſed by your Majeſty, that the 


ſtep which your Majeſty propoſes to take of ſending a perſon to Paris with fuli 
powers $0 treat for the reſtoration of general peace, may lead te the accompliſh- 
ment of chat object. But we are fully ſenſible that nothing can ſo much contri- 
| bute to give effect to this deſire, as our manifeſting that we poſſeſs both the 
&termination and the reſources to oppoſe, with increaſed mes bs and energy, the 
| further efforts with which we may have to contend. 


We feel this peculiarly neceſſaty at a moment when the enemy "bas openly 


| manifelted the intention of attempting a deſcent on theſe kingdoms. We are 
fully ſenſible that it cannot be doubted what would be the iſſue of ſuch an enter- 
| prize 3 ; but we ſhall nevertheleſs think it our duty to take every precaution that 
may either preclude the attempt, or ſecure the ſpecdieſt means of turning tt to 


the confuſion and ruin of the enemy. 
In reviewing the events of the year, we bave great pleaſure in 6 that 


dy the ſkill and exertions of your Majeſty's navy, the extenſive and increaſing 
commerce of the Country has been protected to a degree almoſt beyond example, | 
and that the fleets of the enemy have, for the greateſt part of the year, been 
blocked up in their own ports ; that the operations in the Faſt and Weſt 
Indies have been highly honourable to the Britiſh arms, and productive of 
| great national advantage ; and the valour and good conduct of your Majefly” 8 


forces, both by ſea and land, have been eminently conſpicuous. 


We have alſo obſerved with the utmoſt ſatisfaction, that although the fortune 


of war on the Continent has been more various, and although the progreſs 


of the French armies threatened, at one per od, the utmoſt danger to all Europe; 
yet from the honourable and dignified perſeverance of your Majeſty's ally the 


Emperor, and from the intrepidity, diſcipline, and invincible ſpirit of the 


Auſtrian forces, under the auſpicious conduct of his royal highneſs the Archduke 
Charles, ſuch a turn has lately been given to the courſe of the war, as may 
inſpire a well grounded confidence that the final reſult of the campaign will prove 
more diſaſtrous to the enemy chan its commencement Was 0 a time favourable 


to their hopes, . 
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„ rely with the utmoſt confidence on your Majeſty's gracious aſſurance 5 
that whenever your Majeſty ſhall be enabled to acquaint us with the final reſult of 
the diſcuſſions to which the apparently hoſtile diſpoſition and conduct of the court 
of Madrid has given rife, they will afford to Europe a further proof of your Ma- 


jeſty's moderation and forbearance; and we intreat your Majeſty to be aſſured that 


- fre are firmly determined to defend, againſt every N on, the dignity, rights, and | 
intereſts of the Britiſh empire. 


9 


66 Tt has given us infinite pleaſure to find that the diſtreſſes, which were in the : 
laſt year experienced from the ſcarcity of Corn, are now, by the bleſſing of God, 


happily removed, and an abundant harveſt affords the pleaſing proſpe& of re- | 


lief in that important article to the labouring claſſes of the community. That 
our internal trat quillity has alſo continued undiſturbed: that the general at- 
tachment of the people to the Britiſh conſtitution has appeared on every oc- 
caſion, that the endeavours of thoſe who wiſhed to introduce. anarchy and con- 
fuſion into this N „ have been repreſſed. boy, _ energy and wiſdom of the 
laws, 


68 Perſuaded, As we cannot but be, from long experience of your Majeſty? 8 virtues, ; 


that to defeat all the deſigus of our enemies, to reſtore to your people the 
bleſſings of a ſecure and honourable peace, to maintain inviolate their religion, 
laws, and liberty and to deliver down unimpaired to the lateſt poſterity, the 
glory and happineſs of theſe kingdoms, is the conſtant wiſh of your majeſty's 
heart, and the uniform end of all your Majeſty's actions. Permit us moſt | 
| humbly to aſſure your Majeſty, that in every meaſure that can conduce to theſe 
objects, your Majeſty may rely upon our firm, zealous, and affectionate 
ſupport which we conſider as a duty which we owe to your OY: and to aur 


country." 


| His Majeſty's wo gracious anſwer. 
« My 5 | . 
& I thank you very warmly for this dutiful and Yoyal Adireſs. | | 
The ſentiments you have expreſſed, in the preſent important criſis of le 


affairs, afford Me the ſureſt pledge of your ſupport in ſuch meaſures as the intereſt 


of the country ſhall require; and you may rely upon every exertion being mae on 
my part for the 18 nen and mw. of my people.“ | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. Eh 
Fripary, October 7. 5 


The Speaker took the chair a little after three o clock, and 
obſerved, that as there were ſome petitions to be preſented, 
complaining of undue returns of members to ſerve in parha- 
ment, perhaps the Houſe would purſue the mode which had 
been uſually taken. ou ſuch, occalions, He would therefore 
Vol. I. 1796. Ee WE Rica Pabet IH 
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Lcouuoxs. 
ſubmit to their conſideration, the reſolutions then entered 


into. | 
The Maler of the Rolle moved the reſolutions, which were 


divided into five claſſes; Iſt, ſuch as complained of no return; 


2d, ſuch as complained of double returns ; 3 3d, petitions of 


two or more perſons ; 4th, ſuch as complained of returns 


only; and th, petitions which did not come within either of 


the other claſſes. The adoption of theſe reſolutions was 
agreed to. 


A petition was then preſented on behalf of John George 


Phillips, Eſq. complaining of an undue return for the county 
of the borough of Carmarthen. Ordered to be taken into 
conſideration on the 27th of this month. 


Another on behalf of George Tierney, eſq. complaining of 
an undue return for the borough of Southwark. To be 


taken into conſideration on the firſt of November next. 


Another on behalf of lord Preſton and Robert Adair, eſq. 
complaining of an undue return for Camelford. To be taken 


into conſideration on the 3d of November. 


Another on behalf of the inhabitants of the borough of ; 


Camelford. To be taken into conſideration on the ſame 
* day. 


Another from Robert Miller, eſq. complaining of an undue | 


return for the borough of Leominſter. To be taken into 


_ conſideration on the 8th of November. 
The Speaker obferved, that the Houſe had made an ds | 
in the year 1789, requiring petitioners complaining of electi- 


ons to enter into certain recognizances, &c. perhaps the 
Houſe would adopt that order for the future. The order 


being read, was agreed to. 
Lord Morpeth brought up the report of the addreſs to his 


Majeſty, which was read a firſt and ſecond time, and agreed 
to nem. con. 


Ordered to be preſented to his Majeſty by the whote Houſe, 
and that ſuch members as are of the privy council, ſhall wait 
on his Majeity, and humbly requeſt to know his Majeſty's 


pleaſure to receive it. 


Ordered that his Majeſty's ſpeech be taken into conlider- | 
ation to-morrow. Adjourned. 5 | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
SATURDAY, OF. 8. 
The Speaker took the Chair a little before two o'clock. 


Lord Stepford Ne at the ea that he had attended his 
oy | 
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Majeſty to know when he would be pleaſed to receive the 
addreſs of that Houſe, when he was graciouPy pleaſed to 
appoint that day at two o'clock. _ 

A petition wat preſented on behalf of General MLeod, 


complaining of an undue return for the borough of Melbourn- 
Port. Ordered to be taken into conſideration on the foth 
of November. | 


Another petition was ned againſt the return | for the 
borough of Guildford.—Ordered to be taken into conſide- 
ration on the 15th of November. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the order of the 


day, which was for taking his * 5 Ten, into conlide= ” 
ration. 


'The ke) WD read, 
The Speaker read that part of the King 8 ſpeech which re- 


lates to ſupplies. 


It was then moved, That the conſideration of the preſent 


motion be deferred to Monday, which was agreed to. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved that the Houle | 


| ſhould, on Monday next, reſolve itſelf into a Committee of 


the whole Houſe to conſider of a ſupply to be e to his 
Majetty. —Ordered. 5 


. Aczourned.. to day. 


' HOUSE or COMMONS. 
5 Moxpav; Oed. 10. 
The Speaker acquainted the Houſe that he had vrefented 


| their addreſs to his Majeſty at St. James's, on Saturday, to 


which his Majeſty was l to make tlie following moſt 


: gracious anſwer. 


« GENTLEMEN, ; 
„ return you my particular ank for this dutiful and af 


fectionate addreſs. The cordial and unanimous aſſurances 
of your continued and zealous ſupport afford me the utmoſt 
ſatisfaction in this i important conjuncture: They muſt have 


the happieſt tendency to give effect to my endeavours for the 


reſtoration of peace on ſccure, honourable, and adequate 


terms; and they afford me, at the ſame time, a juſt confi- 
dence, that, if this deſfitable end cannot be obtained, I ſhall 


be enabled to proſecute the war with re-doubled vigour and 
activity in ſupport of our deareſt intereſts,” 


A Petition was preſented from W. Wrightſon, Eſq. com- 


plaining of an undue election for the Borough of Downton, 


12 which 


_ 
5 
F 
4 


— — — 


| ply, which was read and 9 to. 
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which was ordered to be taken | into conſideration on Thurſday 


the 17th of November. 


Another petition was preſented from Thomas Burges, Eſq. 


complaining of an undue election for the Borough of Bridport, 
which was ordered to be taken into conſideration on e | 
the 22d of November. 


The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a committee, and 


Having taken the King's ſpeech into conſideration, voted 1 
a ſupply be granted to his Majeſty. 


The Houſe being reſumed, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved, That there 

de laid before this Houfe, an account of the value of Britiſh | 
and foreign merchandize imported and exported for the 

half years ending the 5th of July 1795, the 5th of January 
1796, and the 5th of July 1796; dfungarthing the ſeveral 

articles which exceed in value G. 10, ooo. 


That there be laid before this Houſe, an account of the 


net produce of of all the permanent taxes in the quarters end- 
ing on the 5th of January, 5th of April, 5th of July, and 
roth of October, in the years 1795 and 1796, reſpectively. 
That there be laid before this Houſe, an account of the 
net produce of the permanent taxes which ſubſiſted previous 
to the 5th of January 1791, in the years ending the loth 
of October 1795 and 1796 reſpectively; adding thereto the 


difference between the produce of the duties on the home- 


made ſpirits in each year reſpectively, and the average pro- 


duce thereof in three years ending the 5th of January 17953 


and adding likewiſe, the amount of the ſums paid from the 
revenue of cuſtoms on account of bounties for corn im- 
ported, or bounties for raiſing ſeamen, 


. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TUESDAY, OF. 11. 


"A perition was is preſented by Colonel Pullarion, of Fullar- ; 
ton, againſt the return for Ayrſhire, which was ordered to 
be taken into conſideration upon Thurſday the 8 of No- 
vember next. 
A motion was made and agreed. to, that no private pe- 


titions ſhould be received after logs the zd day of February 
next. 


Mr. Hebart brought up the report of the committee of ſup- 


The 
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The Houſe agreed to reſolve itſelf into a committee of 


fupply to-morrow. 


A motion was made and ai that ie ſhould be 
laid before the Houſe, of the navy, of the half pay of officers 
and marines, of the navy buildings, &c. for the year 1797; 


alſo eſtimates of the expences of guards, garriſons, land 
forces, half pay, ordnance, penſioners of Chelſea Hoſpital, 
Ke. for the fame period. 


A motion was made, that there be laid befare this Houſe, 7 
an account of the charges incurred, and not provided for in 


the eſtimates of laſt year. Alſo an account of the diſpoſition | 


of the ſums voted for laſt year; and that an humble addreſs 
ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty, praying that he would 
be graciouſly pleaſed to order the ſaid accounts to be made out 


and laid before the Houſe. 


The Chancellor of the I. Ixchequer 3 that the. para- 


graph of his Majeſty's ſpeech which related to the intention 


announced by the enemy of invading this country, ſhould 


be read, which being done, he ſaid that he intended to ſub- 
mit to the Houſe ſome conſiderations upon this ſubject, and 
at preſent he ſhould move, that this part of the ſpeech ſhould 


be referred to a committee of the whole Houſe, and that the 
Houſe ſhould on this day ſe'nnight reſolve itſelf into che ſaid 


committee, which motions were e agreed . 


Adjourned. 


** HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
| Wrpxxspav, OG. 12. 
A petition 1 was preſented on behalf of Mr. Honeywool 


and Mr. Gipps, complaining of an undue return for Canter- 
bury.—Ordered to be taken into conſideration on 1 the 29th 
of November next. 


Another was preſented c on behalf of Peter Moore and Phi- N 
lip Francis, Eſqrs. complaining of an undue return for the 
Borough of Tewkeſbury.—Ordered to be taken into conſt- 


deration on the iſt of December next. 


Mr. Ros tncved;” That there be 140 Beider "this Houle n 


account of the amount of the Exchequer Bills iſſued on the 5 
Acts of the laſt ſeſſion of parliament.—Ordered. 


The order of the day for a committee. of ſupply x was 1 


ferred to Friday. 


Adjourned. 1 | 
HOUSE 
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Tuuxspar, Oct. 13. 
M.. Serjeant Adair gave notice, that on Monday next he 
VvVould move for leave to bring in a Bill ſimilar to that which 
- paffed through the Houſe laſt year, and which was ſtopped 
by the Lords, becauſe it was preſented at a period of the le. 
ſion when there was not time for diſcuſſing its merits. The 
object of the Bill is to make ſome regulations reſpecting the 
obligation of the quakers to pay tithes, and to make their af- 
firmation in Courts of 8 evidence in criminal as well 
as in civil caſes. 
A petition was preſented 658 Sir John Heciderton; of 
Fordel, complaining of an undue election for the borough 
of Stirling, &c. which was ordered to be taken into con- 

ſideration on Tuefday, the 6th of December.. 
r Roſe gave notice, that it was p we the qu the next day 
to move in a committee of ſupply | to vote the re of ſeamen 


for 170797 -- 
: | Adjourned, 


f10vsr of COMMONS. 
Frivay, OF. 14. 


An account of the amount of the imports and exports for 
the laſt year was preſented by the Comptroller of the Cut- 
toms, and ordered to lie on the table, and to be printed. 

A petition was preſenteq by the inhabitants of Downton, 
againſt the return for that Borough; which was referred to . 
the committee for the conſideration of the former petitions _ = - 

The Secretary at War laid before the Houſe a variety of 5 

| army eſtimates, which he moved to be taken into conſidera- 
tion in a committee of ſupply this day ſe'nnight. 85 
Mir. Broughian moved for an account of the revenue and 
| charges of the Eaſt India Company for the years 1795, 1796; 
an account of their ſtock and capital; an account of their 
Tales of goods for the fame period; an account of the amount 
of the fale of goods, with the rate o freight and privuce as 
mh and from the year 1793. 

The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of 3 

Mr. Pybus faid, that however anxious they all might be 
that the 3 which had been opened night conclude 
nan. honourable peace, the committee would {till pereeive 
the necellity of Pn our means of nee in a reſpectable 

poſture 
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poſture, and preparing the country for either alternative. 
He therefore entertained full confidence that the reſolutlons 
he had to propoſe would meet with no oppoſition. He then 


moved « That one hundred and twenty thouſand men ſhould . 
« be employed for the ſea ſervice for the year 1797, includ- 


« ing 20,000 marines, and that al. per month for 13 months „ 


« ſhould be granted for each man.“ 
General Tarleton declared, he did not fend to make any 


objections to the reſolutions which had been "0 bs nor 
to any meaſure which tended to place our nava 


upon a reſpectable footing. No man could We l more 


ſtrength 


than he did in the ſucceſsful diſplays of our naval ſuperiority. 
No man heard with more heartfelt ſatisfaction the exploits 


which had lately been atchieved by our navy, and during the 


war. All thoſe who were friends to the conſtitution muſt 
feel proud on ſuch events, becauſe our N ſtrength was 
at once the beſt guard of the conſtitution hnd its ſecurity 
againſt external danger. Still, however, as a repreſentative 
of one of the greateſt commercial towns in the world, he 


could not forbear from ſubmitting to the other ſide of the 
_ Houſe certain points on which he defired information. His 5 

Majeſty's ſpeech had ſtated that for the greater part of the 
year the flects of the enemy had been blocked up in their own 


ports. On this he would only ſay, that with tne immenſe 
naval force which miniſters could employ, it was to be ex- 
pected that a ſignal ſuperiority ſhould be diſplayed. He 


wiſhed to aſk, however, how miniſters had allowed Richery's 
ſquadron to fail from Cadiz. Perhaps, indeed, he might 

be able to anſwer this queſtion by imputing to the critical 
ſtate of affairs between this country and Spain the paſ- 
ſiveneſs of miniſters upon this occaſion, who might chuſe 
to permit them to proceed on their deſtination rather than 
incur the danger of a rupture with that country; in this 


view then their conduct was certainly wiſe, but there was 
another point on which he expected a pointed anſwer. He 


' wiſhed to know whether miniſters had received any official 
accounts of the ravage and deſtruction committed by the 
enemy on ſeveral of our poſſeſſions, particularly the ſettle- 


ment of Newfoundland, of which reports had been for ſome 
time in circulation? There was likewiſe another rumour, 
of a conſiderable loſs ſuſtained by the capture of a Quebec 

convey. As there was another fleet expected of more con- 
ſequence than that to which the diſaſter had happened, he 


| wiſhed t to know whether miniſters had taken any means to 
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place to the effect of the ſeaſon? 
oſſicial accounts that the enemy had appeared and committed 


but they had alſo reaſon to believe chat they had now retired 
from that quarter. 


on Monday. 


conſideration on the iſt of November next. 


- che ſame borough to the ſame effect. Ordered to be taken 
into conſideration on the ſame day. 


him to be neceflary that ſome meaſure of regulation ſhould 


have to propoſe ſomething to that effect the next day. | 7 


— — 


4 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMINTARY REPORTS, 
provide againſt a ſimilar accident; whether any force had 
been deſtined to oppoſe the operations of the enemy at New- 
foundland, or whether they truſted for the e of the 


[Con une. 


Mr. Pybrns ſaid that government certainly had received | 
a certain degree of damage upon the coaſt of Newfoundland; 
The two reſolutions were then put and carried; and the 
Houſe being reſumed, the. report was ordered to be received 
The Houſe reſolved to go farther into a committee of 


ſupply on Monday. | 
e till N 


nous OF COMMONS. 
Moxpav, October 17. 


A petition was preſented, complaining of an undue return 
for the borough of Malmſbury. Ordered to be taken into 


Another petition was preſented from the inhabitants of 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer fa that it appeared to 


be adopted relative to petitions preſented to the Houſe, com- 
plaining of undue returns at elections, and that he ſhould 
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Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the committee of 


| | ; + 
ſupply. _ | 1 


The reſolutions, chat I 20,000 ſeamen be employed for the 


Tea ſervice for the year 1797, at 4l. per man per month, 


were read and agreed to. 
The Houſe agreed to go into a committee of the whole 


_ Houle on Wedneſday next, to conſider further of a ſupply to 
be granted to his Majeſty, and of ways and means for ring - 


the ſupplies. : 


QUAKERS. 
Mr. Adair ſaid; he roſe in purſuance of * notice hs had 


given on a formiet day, of his intention to move for leave to 


bring in a bill for the relief of that reſpectable body of peo- 
ple N Quakers. His motives for which he would ſtate wr 
briefly 
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briefly as poſſible, as well as the reaſons which induced him 
to bring forward the buſineſs in the laſt parliament. He | 
_ entertained no doubt but that the opinion of the preſent par- 
liament upon the ſubject would totally coincide with that of 
the laſt. He was ſure that in the laſt parliament, the prin- 
ciples on which the bill was framed, were ſuch as gave uni- 
verſal ſatisfaction. The object of the bill which he wiſhed 
to ſee paſs into a law, was two-fold :—firſt, to grant relief 
to the Quakers, with regard to the impriſonment of their 
perſons for non-payment of tythes; and in the next place, 
in order to render their oaths unneceſſary in courts of juſtice. 
Nothing, he ſaid, could be more congenial to the principles 
of juſtice, than to extend that relief, which the bill intended, 
to a body of men, who were univerſally and juſtly allowed 
to be as unoffending and as obedient to the laws as any claſs 
of men in the country, of whatever deſcription they might 
be; and certain he was, however we might differ from 
them on account of their religious ſcruples, that the Houſe, 
actuated as it was by the principles and love of liberty, would 
be ever ready to give way to the ſcruples of perſons upon 
matters of religion or conſcience. It was in conſequence of 
the dictates of this principle of toleration that the legiſlature 
had conceived it neceſſary, in the reign of king William, to 
grant indulgences - of a particular nature to the Quakers. 
It was well known, at the period to which he alluded, that 
the Quakers entertained certain ſcruples, no matter whether 
well or ill founded, with reſpe<t to the application of the 
divine law to ſubjects of a temporal concern, and the uſing. 
the ceremony of an invocation of the deity for the purpoſe 
of giving a ſanction to the tranſactions of mankind. That 
they had been ſincere in thoſe ſcruples was clear, and evident 
to every one, by their having been productive of temporal 
diſadvantage to them, and by their having, in an infinite 
variety of inſtances, ſubjected them to great inconveniences. 
_ Thoſe ſcruples had been attended to, as early as the reign of 
king William, and an act of parliament was then paſſed for 
the purpoſe of declaring, that where tythes, not exceeding _ 
the amount of fol. were due from them and with-held, a a 
remedy ſhould be given by diſtreſs ; a law, which in its 
operation was found to be humane and productive of the 
beſt effect. By that act, a power was given to recover the 
amount of tythes to a certain extent, by a ſummary appli- 
cation, at a ſmall expence, and by which payment was com- 
peiled in a manner calculated to remove all ſcruples. The 
ſcruples of the Quakers had not the effect of preventing 
Vor. I. 1796. ee, nn ee e—— — 
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them from doing all ſuch acts as were according to law, 
provided thoſe acts were not of an active nature. They 
did not induce them to reſiſt the law, and for that reaſon, in 


recovering tythes in all courts of juſtice, the proceſs has ever 
been of ſuch a nature as ultimately to compel the pro- 
nouncing a decree, and to inforce the judgment by levying 


on the eſtate of the defendant, but in default of there being 


ſufficient whereon to levy, or if the party became inſolvent, 


an attachment iſſued againſt the perſon, which attachment, 
in its eflects, amounted to perpetual impriſonment. There 


had occurred ſeveral inſtances in which, in conſequence of 
the iſſuing ſuch attachments, the parties had been impriſoned 


a conſiderable period in preference to paying the money. It 


had been for the purpoſe of providing a remedy for that evil 
that the ſtatutes in the reign of king William had been made. 


Some further regulations had been made ſubſequent to that 


period, authorizing Juſtices to levy for non-payment of 
tythes, but the ſum being limitted, as in the former caſe, 
they had not been productive of that benefit which he 
wiſhed to claim on their behalf. The ſerjeant ſaid, it was 
his intention to adopt the principle of the bill which paſſed 


the Houſe laſt parliament ; and to give it effect, he would 
move to repeal the limitations contained in the former laws 
upon the fubject ; for he withed every proper indulgence 


| ſhould be extended to that reſpectable body, and every at- 


tention paid to their religious ſcrupies. The mode of re- 
covering tythes, by levying againſt the property, was, he 


obſerved, the moſt beneficial one that could be adopted for 

the advantage of all parties; it enabled the one to recover 
| his demand, and to the other it prevented expence in reſiſting 
that which his conſcience compelled him to reſiſt; it would 


therefore be equally for the advantage of the one party and 
the other. He did not mean to apply this part of his ob- 


ſervations to thoſe intricate and difficult queſtions which 
might ariſe where certain modus were ſet up, to determine 
which, required a degree of knowledge not to be expectet 


from a common magiſtrate. Queſtions of this kind he could 


not think proper to ſubmit to the conſideration of Juſtices. | 
Ile therefore withed the bill to be fo framed, as to leave it 
open to application to the ſuperior courts of justice ; but in 
order to prevent the judges of thoſe courts from being ſub- 
jected to trouble or inconvenience from unneceſſary litiga- : 


tions, he ſhould wiſh them to have the diſcretionary power, 


if it appeared to them that the appeal to the ſupe or court 
Was unneceſlary, and that the ſubject matter was of ſuch a 
nature 
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nature as two juſlices could have decided, to order the perſon 
or perſons, ſuppoſing he or they were ſucceſsful, who had 


adopted that mode, to receive no more coſts than if the 


application had been made to the juſtices. —Such, he faid, | 
were the principal outlines of the bill, which he deſired the 
Houſe to paſs, with ſuch alterations as might be thought 


neceſſary. There was, however, a ſeperate and diſtinct 
object intended by the preſent bill to that which paſſed in 


the laſt parliament, upon which he withed to. offer a few 
words to the Houſe. He meant a new provition with reſ- 
pect to the adminiſtration of the juſtice of the country, by | 
meaf3 of the rag ng ſrom Quakers in courts of 


juſtice, where their evidence was required. The incon- 


venience of excluding the public and the crown from the 
benefit of the evidence of Quakers, had been felt by himſelf 
in a great criminal court, and by all thoſe who were con- 
cerned in the adminiſtration of juſtice, he ſhould therefore 
tollow up the proviſions of the laſt bill, by the introduction 
of one to legalize their afhrmation, in criminal as well as 
civil cauſes. During the laſt century, courts of jultice would 
have doubted the principle of the act of parliament, and he 
rather thought the reſtriction of the act had been the means 


of preventing courts of juſtice, from receiving the aſſirma— 


tions of Quakers, or of extending the power. of the courts. 
n 8 | 


IIc was well ſatisfied that there had been many inſtances, 
where perſons without the form of an oath, had been ad- 
mitted to give evidence in courts of juſtice, and where their 


evidence had been received, and he had no doubt but judges 
would have done the fame with reſpect to the Quakers, had 
they not conceived themſelves reſtrained by the operation ot 


the act of king William, which was another reaſon why he 
ſhould move for its repeal. Such a meaſure could not be 
cConſidered as an indulgence to the Quakers, whole principles 
led them, if poſſible, not to interfere in matters that might 
eventually affect the lives of individuals; and he knew that 
many were glad to ſhelter themſelves under the reſtrictions ol 


the act, to avoid coming forward in proſecutions where their 


evidence would have been of advantage to the community. 
He therefore thought the repeal of ſuch reſtrictions neceſſary 
for the adminiſtration of juſtice. He ſaid he would not, iu 


that ſtage of the buſineſs, further treſpaſs upon the Houſe. 
He conceived it neceflary to-ſtate thus much of the principles 
of the bill, for the benefit of thoſe who were not preſent at 
the debate in the laſt parliament. There were parts of the 


bill which could be better diſcuſſed in a committee than in 


1 any 


- 


8656 WOODFALL's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Lonps. 


any other ſtage of it ; ; he ſhould, if permitted, bring it in 
_ preciſely in the form in which it paſſed that Houſe in the 
laſt parliament. Gentlemen might of courſe propoſe what 
amendment they ſhould think fit in the committee. He did 
not indeed pledge himſelf not to propoſe ſome amendments in 
It himſelf. Perhaps he might be of opinion that the amend- 
ments that were adopted by the Houſe in the former bill 
ought to be left out. Without pledging himſelf, therefore, 
to adhere to every clauſe in the bill which he had the honour 
to propoſe, he moved «That leave be given to bring in a bill 
for the further relief of the people called Quakers, as to the 
impriſonment of their perſons for the non-payment of tythes; 


and for making their ſolemn affirmation evidence in criminal | 4 
as well as civil caſes.” "2 
Mr. Abbott ſeconded the motion. ' 
Granted. 1 SED Þ 
Adj ourned. | : 
HOUSE OF LORDS. h 


ToksDäv, October 18. 


Baron de Dunſtanville, (late Sir Francis Baſſet), was in- 
troduced, and took his ſeat. 


2% S 2 1 * 
a * f 2 * — pl 1 


Mr. Hobart brought up a naturalization bill | from the Wa 
commons. . bs 
The Houſe adjourned till to-morrow. „%% 8 
' HOUSE OF COẽ,NcS—l;. 13 


A petition was preſented from Edward Knubley, E ſq. 
and Sir James Graham, complaining of an undue election 
for Carliſle, which was ordered to be taken into conſideration 1 
on Thurſday the 8th of December. | 64 


Alſo, a petition from ——— Shipley, eſq. aint the * 
election of Colcheſter, which was referred for conſideration ; ® 
to Tueſday the 1 3th of December. | * 

Likewile a petition from John Hill, hs nana the 3 
Sbrewyſbury election, to be conſidered on N the 1 5th — 
of December. g i= 


Mr. Owen, from the Faſt India company, preſented cer- 
tain papers at the bar, which were made out purſuant to an 
order of the Houſe on a former day, which were laid upon 

the table, and ordered to be printed for the uſe of the mem- 
ders 

Mr. Reſe gave notice, that it was propoſed in the com- 
mittee of ways and means, the next day, to vote the land 

and malt tax for tlie enſuing year. . 

Mr. 
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Mr. Secretary Dundas brought up the additional articles of 


the treaty of navigation and commerce between Great Bri= 
' tain and the United States of America, as ratified at London 


and Philadelphia, which were ordered to lie upon the table. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer (aid, that as it would cer- 


tainly be ſatisfactory to all the parties concerned in contro- 
verted elections that they ſhould be decided as ſoon as poſ- 
fſible, he had the preceding day given notice, that he would 
on this day ſuggeſt ſome regulations, in order to bring them 


to the ſpeedieſt poſſible termination. It was impoſſible for 


him to extend theſe regulations to all the petitions, becauſe 


there were ſtill two days open for their reception, and he did 
not know how many in the courſe of that time might be pre- 
ſented. But as there had been twelve petitions preſented 


already, he conceived that x of theſe might be decided before 


the Chriſtmas holidays, without interfering with other matters 
of important diſcuſſion, which would certainly occupy a con- 


fiderable ſhare of .the attention of the houſe. With reſpect 


to the reſt he hoped that they would be heard as ſoon as poſ- 


ſible after the Chriſtmas receſs, and that this parliament | 


would ſet an example of diſpatch in buſineſs, upon which the 


character and dignity of the houſe ſo much depended, and 
that they would inconteſtibly prove the beneficial tendency of 
the bill lately paſſed upon the ſubject, by ſettling every con- 


troverted election in the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion. 


INVASION. 


The order of the day having been read, and the Houſe 


having reſolved itſelf into a Committee to conſider the clauſe 
of his Majeſty's ſpeech reſpecting an invalion—that para- 
graph of the ſpeech was read as follows: | 


| | You will feel this peculiarly neceſſary at a moment when the enemy has openly | 
manifeſted the intention of attempting a deſcent on theſe kingloms. It cannot 
be doubted what would be the iſſue of ſuch an enterprize; but it befits your wiſ- 


dom to neglect no precautions that may either preclude the attempt, or ſecure 
| the ſpeedieſt means of turning it to the confuſion and ruin of the enemy. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, after the 6 


vote which the Houſe gave upon the firſt day of the ſeſſion, 
and their univerſal concurrence in that part of the addreſs 


which reſpects a foreign invaſion, it would be doing injuſtice 


to the feelings which were then expreſſed, were I to make any 


apology for calling their attention to the ſubject on the pre- 


ent occaſion. I ſhall not detain them therefore a ſingle mo- 


ment 
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ment in ſhewing the propriety of laying before them at ſo 
early a period the meaſures which I mean this day to propoſe. 


It is equally our duty and our intereſt by every means in our 
power, and by every exertion of which we are capable, if 
poſſible, in the language of the addreſs, to preclude the at- 
| tempt, and at the ſame time to take ſuch meaſures of defence 
as ſhall cauſe the invaſion, if it ſhould be attempted, to iſſue in 


the confuſion and ruin of the enemy. I ſhall not at preſent 


go much at large into the detail of preparafions, but mexel 

| ſuggeſt a general outline of defence, which if it ſhould be 
approved of by the committee, may be particularly diſcuſſed 
when the Bills are afterwards brought in upon the reſolu- 
tions. The general Sem ee e are few and obvious. 
Ihe natural means of the defence of this kingdom is cer- 
tainly its naval force. In this department, however, little 
now remains to be done, our fleet at this moment being 
more reſpectable and more formidable than ever it was at 
any other period in the hiſtory of the country. But ſtrong 


and powerful, even as it at preſent is, it is capable of con- 


ſiderable encreaſe, could an additional ſupply of ſeamen, or 
_ even landſmen, who in a very ſhort time might be trained to 
an adequate knowledge of the naval ſervice, be procured. For 


this purpoſe I would ſuggeſt a levy upon the ditterent pariſhes 


throughout the kingdom, an expedient preciſely fimilar to that 


which was practiſed with ſo much ſucceſs nearly two years ago. 
This levy, however, I would not confine as a mode of ſupply 


for the ſea ſervice. It is certainly of the higheſt importance 
both for the internal defence of the country and the ſecurity 


of our foreign poſſeſhons, that all the old regiments ſhould be 


compleat. But every one muſt be ſenſible, that from the 


numbers which in theſe regiments have fallen a ſacrifice to 
ſickneſs and the fortune of war, a more expeditious method 


mult be adopted for their completion, than the ordinary mode i 


of recruiting ſupplies, in order that the country may be able 
to avail itſelf of this arm of ſtrength. I would propoſe, there- 


fore, in the firſt place, a levy of fifteen thouſand men from 

the different pariſhes for the ſea ſervice, and for recruiting 
the regiments of the line. The committee, however, muſt 
be ſenfible when a plan of invaſion is in agitation, a ſcheme 


which almoſt at another time would not have been conceived, 


and an attempt, which by any other enemy, than that Wich 
which we have to contend, might have been juſtly deemed 
impracticable, that a more extenſive and a more expenſive 


plan of prevention and of defence is neceſſary. In digeſting 


this plan there are two conſiderations of which we ought not 


to 
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to loſe ſight. The firſt is the means (which mult not be al- 
together new) of calling together a land force, ſufficiently 
ſtrong to fruſtrate the attempt, keeping our naval force entire- 
ly out of view: and ſecondly, to adopt ſuch meaſures in raiſ- 
ing this force as ſhall not materially interfere with the induf- | 
try, the agriculture and the commerce of the country. It 


will be for the Houſe to decide upon the degree to which the 
former conſideration ought to be permitted to interfere with 
the latter. A primary object will be to raiſe, and gradually 


to train, ſuch a force as may in a ſhort time be fit for ſer- 


vice; of all the modes of attaining this object, there is none 
ſo expeditious, ſo effectual, and attended with ſo little expence, 


as that of raiſing a ſupplemental levy of militia, to be grafted | 
upon the preſent citabliſhment. I ſhould propoſe that this 


_ ſupplement ' {hall conſiſt of ſixty thouſand men, not to be 


immediately called out, but to be enrolled, othcered and gra- 
dually trained, fo as to be fit for fervice at a time of danger. 


'The beſt mode of training them without drawing too many at 
one time for their regular purſuits, will be to embody one 


ſixth part in regular ſucceihon, each to be trained for twent 
days, in the courſe of which they may become tolerable pro- 
cients in the military exerciſe. With reſpect to the mode 
of conducting the levy, the returns that have been lately made 
from the different counties ſhew the preſent levies to be ex- 
tremely difproporttoned, and that the clauſe in the act which 


provides againſt this abuſe has never been executed. Ac- 


cordingiy we find that in ſome counties the proportion is one 
out of ſeven, and in others one out of three. It will be expe- 


dient therefore to regulate the future levy, not by the pro- 
_ portions now exiſting, but by a general eſtimate of the in- 


habitants who are able to bear arms. The next conſideration 
which merits attention, is the manner in which the troops are 
to be furuiſhed, which I think ought to be generally from all 


parts of the kingdom, and that an obligation be impoſed upon 
thoſe who are ballotted either to ſerve in perſon, or to provide 


a ſubſtitute z and the better to preſerve the general propor- 


tion, that this ſubſtitute be provided either from the pariſh'in 


which. the perſon ballotted reſides, or from a pariſh immedi- 


ately adjoining. It will be proper alſo to remove the pre- 


ſent exemption from thoſe who have more than one child, on 
the expreſs condition that they ſhall not) be called upon to 


ſerve out of the pariſh in which they live. {The mode of train- 
ing only one ſixth part of the whole, twenty days in ſucceſſion, 


ag it will only withiraw ten thouſand at a time from their uſual 
occupations, conſcquently will not much infringe upon the 


general 
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general order of the community. Of courſe they muſt be 


provided with ſome ſort of uniform, but it will be of the 
cCoarſeſt kind, and ſuch as may be purchaſed at a ſmall ex- 
nce. A falicient number of arms will alſo be in readi- 


neſs for ſupplying each man in the moment of danger. 
Another meaſure which I would ſuggeſt to the committee, 


3s to provide a conſiderable force of irregular cavalry. The 
regular cavalry on the preſent eſtabliſhment is certainly by no 
means inconſiderable, and the Yeomanry cavalry, which from 
their numbers are ſufficiently reſpectabſe, we have experienc- 
ed to be highly uſeful in ſecuring the quiet and maintaining 
the internal tranquillity of the country. But with a view to 
repelling an invaſion, the farther that this ſpecies of force is 
extended, the greater advantage is likely to occrue from it. Be- 
fides, it is a ſpecies of force which may be provided in a mode 
that will be attended with almoſt no expence to the public, 
and with little hardſhip to individuals. In order to calculate 
the extent to which theſe irregular cavalry may be raiſed, it is 
_ neceſſary to eſtimate the number of horſes which are kept 
for pleaſure throughout the kingdom, aud by raiſing the levy 
in this proportion we ſhall have the ſatisfaction to think that 
it will only fall upon thoſe who have a conſiderable ſtake to 
defend. By the produce of the tax, which is as good a cri- 
terion as any of the number of horſes kept for pleaſure, we 
find that in Scotland, England and Wales, they amount to 
about two hundred thouſand, one hundred and twenty of 
which belong to perſons who keep only one horſe of the kind, 
the reſt to perſons, ſome of whom keep ten, and various 
other proportions. It certainly would not be a very ſevere 
- Tegulation when compared with the object meant to be accom- 
pliſhed, to require one tenth of theſe horſes for the publick 
ſervice. I would therefore propoſe that every perſon who keeps 
ten horſes ſhall be obliged to furniſh one horſe and a horſeman, 
to ſerve in a corps of cavalry; that every perſon who keeps 
more than ten horſes, and a number falling ſhort of twenty, 
after furniſhing a horſe and horſeman, for the ſirſt ten, ſhall 
ſubſcribe a proportionate ſum for the reſt, which ſhall be ap- 
plied to defray the general expence; that thoſe who keep 


twenty fhall furniſh two, three if thirty, & c. and that thoſe 


who keep fewer than ten ſhall form themſelves into a claſs, 
when it {ſhall be decided by ballot who at the common ex- 
pence ſhall furniſh the horſe and the horſeman. Theſe troops 
thus raiſed will be provided with uniform and accoutre- 
ments, formed into corps, and put under proper officers. 
And ſurely when the means are compared with the — 
| — $i 
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Ject to be attained and the expence to which :ndividuals 


will be ſubjected, with the ſecurity of the property which 
they poſſeſs, on one will complain that the end or tlie 
ſecurity is purchaſed at too dear a price. There is ſtill 
another reſource which, though it may not appear ſo ſerious 
as thoſe which have been already mentioned, ought not to 
be neglected. Upon the ſuppoſition of an invaſion, it would 
5 certainly be of no ſmall importance to form bodies of men, 
who from their dexterity in uſing fire-arms, might be 
highly uſeful in haraſſing the operations of the enemy. 
The employment of ſuch men for the purpoſe of defending 
the country, and harraſſing the enemy in caſe of an invaſion, 
muſt be attended with the moſt ſerious and important con- 
ſequences. Gentlemen will naturally gueſs that I am noõ-w 
alluding to that deſcription of men called gamekeepers, and 


to others of the ſame claſs. I do moſt certainly allude to 


them, for there are many whoſe perſonal ſervices would be 
of the utmoſt advantage. But J alfo, and more particularly, : 
allude to ſuch inſtances where gentlemen are gamekeepers 

for their own amuſement, where they are gamekeepers merely 
for the ſatisfaction of being ſo, not gamekeepers of neceſſity, 

but of choice; in ſuch caſes there can be no hardſhip in oblig- 

ing thoſe gentlemen, if we cannot have their perſonal ſervices, 


at leaſt to find a ſubſtitute, who may be as well calculated 


to defend the country as themſelves. I do therefore propoſe, 
that thoſe perſons who ſhall have taken out licences to thoot 
game, or deputations for gamekeepers, ſhall within a cer- 
tain period, be at liberty to return the lame if they think 


proper, but if after that period they ſhall continue their li- 
cences or deputations for gamekeepers, then they ſhall be 


obliged to find ſubſtitutes. I obſerve gentlemen ſmiling at 
the idea of raiſing a force by ſuch means, but that ſmile will 
be converted into ſurprize, when they hear that the number 


of perſons who have taken out thoſe licences are no fexwer 


than 7000, Such a plan cannot be conſidered as a means of 


internal defence likely to be approved of by every perſon in 
the country. I have ſtated to the Committee the general out- 
Jine of the Bill. I ſhall defer ſaying much more on the ſub- 


ject; it will be more ſatisfactory to ſpeak particularly when 
the reſolution is reported to the Houſe, than to enter into any 
Further detail at this moment. The number of cavalry which 
1 propoſe to raiſe in the manner I have mentioned will be 


20, oo; but with reſpect to whether there muſt not be ſome 


wy additional mode adopted, it is impoſſible to fay exactly, 
Vo L-3796 nn ” on 
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on account of not being able to aſcertain with certainty how 
many perſons it may be neceſſary to exempt, on account of 


their being in orders, or for other reaſons. Thus have I 
pointed out the means by which I propoſe to raiſe 15,000 men 


to be divided between the ſea and the land ſervice, to raiſe 
dhe ſupplemental levy of 60,000 for the Militia of which one- 
 fixth part is to be forthwith called out to exerciſe; to raiſe 
20, ooo men by means of perſons taking out the licences to 


ſhoot game and keep gamekeepers, or on ſuch other perſons 


as may hereaſter be deemed neceflary. If the propoſitions 1 


have mentioned thould be approved, I ſhould wiſh the reſo- 


lutions to be printed, and if immediately, to introduce the 
Bill, to carry it on to a committee, and to fill up the 


blanks, and then to allow an interval of a week for its diſ- 


cuſſion. I mention this in order that more time ſhould not 
be taken up than is abſolutely neceſſary for the due examinait- 
on of the principles of the Bill; ſince, gentlemen, you cannot 
but recollect, when you are once ſatisfied, and have deter- 
mined upon the propriety of any particular meaſure, every 
day, every hour of delay, is attended with additional danger. 
I ſhall now move that the chairman be directed to report to 
the Houle, “ that it is the opinion of the committee, that a 
Bill ſhould be brought in for raiſing a certain number of men 
in the ſeveral counties of England, and the ſeveral counties, 


burghs and ſtewartries of Scotland, for the ſervice of his 
his Majeſty.“ 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, ſir, I agree with the right hon. gentle. 
man whole motion has juſt been read, that a fitter opportu- 


nity for entering into a diſcuſſion of the detail of the mea- 


ſures propoſed, will occur after the Bills have been brought 
in. I alſo agree with him, that in the propoſition which he 


Has ſubmited to you, he has followed up the pledge which 
this Houſe gave, to neglect no precaution that might either 
| preclude an attempt at an invaſion, or turn it to the confuſion 


and ruin of the enemy. At the ſame time, however, that I 


do agree with the right hon. gentleman in both theſe points, 
1 mult fay, that I did expect ſome explanation from his Ma- 


jeſty's miniſters, of the actual neceſſity for adopting any mea- 
ſure at all. The Houſe, ſir, muſt, J am ſure, feel that it is 
placed in a ſituation of conſiderable embarraſſment; it is 


called upon by the right hon. gentleman to impoſe heavy 


burthens upon the people, and to ſuſpend the labour of a 


large part of the community, a circumſtance not a little to 
de Ae at a period hike the preſent, and in the preſent 


{tate 
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ſtate of the country. In ſuch a ſtate, I ſcarcely, I ſhould 
think, need remind the Houſe that it ought, in the firſt in- 
Rance, to be conviuced that there 1s a real neceſſity for the 


adoption of ſuch meaſures, and if this parliament is not diſpoſed 
to imitate the conduct of the laſt parliament, to vote the money 


of the people, and to inveſt miniſters with unbounded powers 
upon the mere aſſertions of thoſe miniſters, if the preſent par- 
liament, which contains a greater number of new members 
than any former parliament ; (which is certainly a matter of 
pleaſing intelligence to the country) if the preſent parliament, 


{ ſay, does not act on the ſame terms of blind and unlimited 


confidence as the laſt, if it conſiders the meaſures of the ex- 


ecutive government with extreme jealouſy, a jealouſy war- 
ranted and ſanctioned by the conſtitution ; if this parhament 
is reſolved to do theſe things, then I ſhall hope they at leaſt will 


think it a duty they owe to their conſtituents to demand ſome ' 
farther ſatisfaction upon the ſubject, before they give an un- 


qualified aſſent to a project ſo new and unprecedented. There 


is ſomething extremely peculiar in the mode of announcin 
the attempt in his Majeſty's ſpeech, which J have certainly 
a right to conſider as the ſpeech of the miniſter.  'The words 
. mnanifeſted an intention, are vague and indefinite, and 1 could 


wiſh that by ſome more expreſs communication they would 


attach to themſelves a greater ſhare of reſponſibility for the 
meaſures which are in contemplation, than can reſult from 
the cautious terms in which his Majeſty's ſpeech is couched. 

I wiſh to be informed whether they know any thing of what 


is paſſing in France, or whether any preparations have been 


making for ſuch an attempt? I am ſure if they are entirely 


ignorant of this, the ſecret ſervice-money voted by parlia- 


ment muſt have been much miſapplied. I ſay that they ought 
to be firmly convinced of the danger before 11 are reſolved 


to propoſe ſuch meaſures as the preſent. y the mani- 


feſtation of an intention to invade this country, they mean to 
allude to what may have been ſaid by ſome members of the 


French legiſlature, or what we all of us have read in the 


French papers, if they call this a manifeſtation of a determi- 
nation to attempt a deſcent, I ſhall contend that theſe are 


too flight grounds to call upon the Houſe for ſuch a proviſion 


as the preſent. If they build their opinions upon ſuch rant, 


as Dumourier's fixing the French flag upon the Tower of 


London; if they are influenced by ſome idle ſpeech or rho- 
domondale of any member of the two councils,” I ſay that 


ſuch ſpeeches cannot be called a manifeſtation of an intention 


to invade us. Yet I wiſh to have it underſtood, that if any 
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ſuch intention is really entertained, J have not the ſlighteſt 
doubt that the event will be what the ſpeech predicts, utter 
ruin and confuſion to the enemy. Sir, if the enemy think 
that the country would not rife againſt them as one man; if 
they have any idea that they ſhould be joined by any part of 
the inhabitants; if they ſuppoſe that they ſhould not be en- 
cumbered and overwhelmed by the maſs that would be oppoſ- 
_ ed to them, they and their miniſters muſt be dupes indeed. 
Without detracting, however, from the ardour and ſpirit of 
any perſon, I muſt confeſs that I have not that nulitary Quix- 
otiſm, that chivalry of patriotiſm about me, as to with, like 
4 the city, that 400, ooo men might land, 
merely that the courage of the country, in defeating their 
attempts, might be made manifeſt. Sir, an invaſion is not 
an event to be wiſhed; but when I ſay, that it is not 
to be wiſhed, I muſt be underſtood alſo to have no fear, 
unn doubt, what the confequences would be if any ſuch pro- 
jeck were carried into execution. To the ſtatements pro- 
duced by the right hon. gentleman, I do not mean to object; 
but what I muſt repeat, and-what I contend the Houſe ought 


to know, is, that the belief of miniſters of the danger of an 


| Invaſion is well founded. From us, miniſters have no right 
to expect confidence; we cannot but remember, though there 


may be many gentlemen in the Houſe who may not, how fre- 


_ quently we have contended that miniſters have in other caſes, 
and on other pretences created alarms merely to increaſe their 
Power; alarms which we have proved to have been wholly 

groundleſs. It is with this remembrance about me that I 


call on the executive government for an explanation now. 


This is not the firſt time that the country has been alarmed 


with the idea of an invaſion. In a former war it was known 


that a large body of troops was collected on the French 
_ coaſts under the command, I believe, of Marthal Saxe. It 
was known, too, that the French ports were full of ſhips, 


calculated for the purpoſe of making a deſcent: this was ſome 
manifeſtation of an intention to invade the country. Have 


_ miniſters information of ſimilar preparations now? If they 
have, I muſt confide in their aſſurances. But I muſt again de- 
dlare, that if they conſider the idle rant and rhodomantade 
ſpeeches of any member of the legiſlature of France, as a 


ſufficient manifeſtation of the project of an invaſion, that 


uch grounds I conſider as too light and unſubſtantial to 
found upon them a meaſure of ſuch importance, and replete 
with ſuch inconveniences as the preſent. Sir, the idea af 
invaſion is by no means new, we have all of us heard talk 
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of a deſign of invading France and marching /to Paris—a 
deſign expreſſed by a gentleman of great weight and inti- 
mately connected with his Majeſty's miniſters, expreſſed | 
too in the moſt grave and ſolemn of all places, the Britiſſe 


' Senate, and not contradicted by any member of adminiſtra- 
tion, but even received with applaufe, and yet though this 


was openly afterted, and though the perſon aſſerting it aſter- 

wards entered into the military line, and is now a colonel 
of a regiment of cavalry, thereby manifeſting the ſincerity 
of his intention, yet I never heard that the government of 


France conſidered the aſſertion as a manifeſtation of an in⸗ 


tention to invade France, or adopted any meaſures in con- 


ſequence of it. I have read out of doors that the French 
have experienced important defeats in Germany, that they 


are likely to experience the ſame in Italy, that their finances 


are in the moſt depreſſed condition, that their energies are 


almoſt exhauſted, that their reſources are nearly gone; why 
therefore, with this knowledge, are we to be ſo much more 


alarmed about an invaſion now than we were in any former 
period of the war? unleſs indeed like the frogs in the fable 
who were afraid of being cruſhed by the conquered bull that, 
was beaten, we think if the French are defeated in Germany 
| they will come here upon a more hazardous enterpriſe in 
order to regain their credit. But why is not the country at 
this moment in a proper condition? I call on miniſters to 
anſwer this. What were their former declarations? One 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) in recounting to 
the Houſe, the number of military corps, declared that the 
country had nothing to fear from the invaſion of all Europe; 


this declaration, he wiſhed all Europe to hear him make; 
and certainly, the right honourable gentleman's ſtentorian 


voice was as well calculated to produce the deſired effect 


as that of any gentleman' s in the Houſe; but leaſt it ſhoutd 
not have carried the tidings to the cars of all the new members 
who now ſat in the Houle, I will reſtate it. The right hon. 
gentleman ſaid, that the number of military corps was fe 


_ great, that the country had nothing to fear from the united 
efforts of all Europe. Such was the unexampled ſtrength of 


our navy, and ſuch the courage and loyalty of our regular 


troops, aided by the zeal and intrepidity of a vaſt eſtabliſh= 
ment of fencible and volunteer corps, that there was no poſ- 


fible danger to which we could be expoſed, whether from 


our foreign or domeſtic enemies, that we might not en- 
counter with the ſteadieſt aſſurance of ſucceſs. If this was 


not a mere ſpurt: of loyalty, and if the perſons who compoſed _ 


tel 
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theſe corps had enrolled themſelves not from motives of in- 
tereſt or of vanity, but from patriotiſm and devotion to their 
country, why repoſe ſo little confidence in their exertions, 
or diſtruſt their fidelity to a cauſe by which they were pledg- 
by their honour as well as by their intereſt. I am afraid that 
the refolutions now propoſed are calculated rather to invite 
than to prevent an invaſion; that they tend to frighten this 
country but not to frighten France. They proclaim to the 
enemy that till the new force which it is propoſed to collect 
and to train is brought into action, that we are not in a pro- 
per ſtate of defence, and thus point out the intermediate 
time as the proper period for making a ſucceſsful attempt. 
But I am perſuaded. as I have already ſaid, that the plan, 
now 1n agitation points to a very different object from that 
which is profeſſed; that it is in contemplation of his Majeſty's 
miniſters to prolong the ſhocking and inhuman” ſpecies of 
warfare, of extending our poſſeſſions in the Weſt Indies, and 
that it is for this purpoſe that parliament are called upon to 
ſanction thoſe meaſures which it is pretended are dictated by 
the imperious neceſſity of the times, operating upon the 
lafety and ſecurity of the country. Alas! it would ſhock 
the country if the horrid ſcenes of death and carnage—if the 
details of the mortality and deſolation that have occurred in 
St. Domingo could be ſeen and known. Sir, I repeat it, 
_ that the invitation now held out to the country, is really, I 
fear, for the purpoſe of carrying on our ruinous ſchemes of 
territorial acquiſitions and conqueſts in the Weſt Indies. 
It is therefore with theſe apprehenſions that I wiſh for ſome- 
thing more of a pledge from his Majeſty's miniſters. _ I 
would have no deluſion practiſed upon the country; I would 
have fair and manly dealing. If the carrying on of offenſive 
operations in the Weſt Indies be one of the objects for which 
this meaſure is to be adopted, I would have it plainly ſtated 
ſo. The right honourable gentleman conceives that a part 
of his project was treated with ſome levity; on a ſubject of 
ſuch importance, and in ſuch a ſituation of affairs, levity is not 
a feeling which I ſhould think proper to indulge; but there 
certainly was a part of his project which excited in me 4 
| ſmile. The right honourable gentleman made uſe of a curi- 
ous military argument. He ſays, that as the French, 
in the event of effecting a landing in this country, could 
not bring with them a large body of cavalry, it would 
be proper to raiſe a conſiderable force of regular and 
irregular cavalry, in order to act againſt their apr <h 
- | This 


Oer. 18.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 79 
This is rather a curious argument. The right honourabie 
| gentleman does not mean to ſay, that if the enemy 
brought over nothing but cavairy, it would proper for us 
to meet them only with their infantry, and yet his argument is 
of much the ſame kind. But, however, I will not oppoſe the 
mode he propoſes of raiſing the 20,000 cavalry; I have no 
_ objection to ſee the gentlemen who amuſe themſelves in 
Hyde-park take an active, part in the operations of the war; 
not that I am blind to the inconvenience that will attend the 
execution of the plan—the mode of making the election of 
the tenth man to furniſh the horſe, &c. but the right hon. 
gentleman may be acquainted with the mode of riding and 
tying, and may remove thoſe difhculties. There is another 
part of the meaſure to which I have a greater objeftion—T 
mean that part which relates to game-keepers. Why theſe 
men ſhould be ſingled out I know not; they are diſperſed _ 
through the country, and it will not be practicable to collect 
them eaſily together. Why, becauſe they may be expert in 
killing a partridge, are we. to ſuppoſe that they are better 
calculated to kill a Frenchman ? beſides, I know not that 
they have ſo much more general knowledge of the country 
than others. If the object of the right hon. gentleman is 
merely to get good markſmen, why does he not ſelect the 
Pſquires themſelves ? there are many gentlemen 1 in this Houſe 
whom I would back againſt any game-kceper in the kingdom; 
beſides, the right hon. gentleman makes an attack upon 
thoſe men that appears to me to be unwarrantable. He ſays, 
that game-keepers may give up their deputaticns, if they have 
any diſlike to perſonal ſervice. Theſe men, many of whom 
have large families, would thus be placed in a fituation either 
to ſerve or to relinquiſh the means by which they obtain their 
_ livelihood. - 'Theſe, fir, are the ſentiments which I entertain 
upon the meaſure propoſed. TI enter not now into the de- 
- tails—T diſcuſs not the particular operation. I have taken a 
view only of the outline as ſketched by the right hon. gen- 
tleman. I fee many difficulties, but in this choice of diffi- 
culties, I give at preſent my aſſent to the propoſition. * 

Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, I ſhould have conſidered it un- 
neceſſary for me to ſay any thing upon the preſent occaſion, 
had it not been for the explanation which the. honoufable 
gentleman has thought proper to demand from miniſters. 
The honourable gentleman wiſhes ſome explanation from 
miniſters, the effect of which demand, however, another part 
of his ſpeech wholly removes. He alls for ſome inform 
ation upon the ſubject of the invaſion which has been an- 


nounced 
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aunced by the enemy, in addition to w hat his Majeſty s 


ſpeech contains, while at the ſame time he profeſſes that he 
can place no confidence in their aſſurances. The honourable 


gentleman hopes too that the preſent parliament will not 


imitate the conduct purſued by that by which it was pre- 


ceded. With regard to the preſent parliament it would 
ſpeak for itſelf. Thoſe, however, who witneſſed the public 


ſpirited acts of the laſt parliament ; its glorious exertions, by 
which this country and Europe had been reſcued from de- 


ſtruction, muſt entertain the higheſt ſentiments of reſpect for 
that parliament, and rank it with the moſt venerated parlia- 


ments this country had ever known. Thoſe, who, with me, 


cheriſh theſe ſentiments, I hope will one day endeavour to 
raiſe a ſubſtantial monument of our reſpect in which we hold 
that parliament. I hope, however, that this parliament will 


not take upon credit the account which the honourable gen- 
tleman is pleaſed to give. He imputes to me expreſſions 
which I do not recollect ever to have uttered. Though there 
is no perſon who is leſs qualified to repeat particular ex- 


preſſions than Jam, or whoſe words merit leſs to be recorded, 
Jam ſure the honourable gentleman never heard me expreſs | 
with regard to the internal ſtate of the country, any other 
ſentiment than that meaſures ſhould go hand in hand with 
the emergencies which called for them. Miniſters have al- 


ready ſtated, with all the reſponſibility which can attach to 
them, that a deſign had manifeſted itſelf in the enemy to 
invade this country, and I conceive that they would have 
been wanting in their duty to the public had they failed to 
Call upon the force of the ſtate to avert the danger or to 
diſappoint the atteinpt. Whether the preparations that have 


been made will end in a deſcent upon this country it is im- 


poſſible to decide. Thereareappearances of a diſpoſition to make 


the attempt, which is ſuſſicient to juſtify miniſters for wiſhing 


to put the ſtate in a poſture of defence. TI will not take upon 
me to determine whether the reſolution of the enemy will be 
Changed by the events which have lately taken place upon the 


_ continent, but I thall only ſay, that ſeeing what the enemy 


have already done, and the preparations they have made, it 18 


prudent to adopt precautions, nor would miniſters perform 


thew duty if they neglected them. For my own part, I have 


no heſitation in giving it as my own private opinion, that upon 
_ theſe means depends whether the projected invaſion will be 


carried into exccution. By ſhewing that every thing has 
been done to ſecure gur internal ſafety, we demonſtrate to. 
the enemy the ruin w ith which their enterpriſe muſt be at- 


tended, 
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tended, and induce them to. abandon a deſign which preſents 


no hope of ſucceſs. Farther than this I cannot ſay, nor can 


I give any other information than that which has been com- 


municated. The honourable gentleman ſeems to imagine 


that the number of cavalry ſhould be determined by placing 


Horſe to horſe, and man to man, with the enemy; but ſhould 


the deſign of invaſion be carried into execution, the cavalry, 
whether regular or irregular, would furniſh the beſt means of 
haraſſing their march and impeding their progreſs 3 nor 
would it make the ſmalleſt difference, though the enemy were 


provided with no cavalry at all, for in caſe of ſuch an event, 
our great ſafety would conſiſt in being able to oppoſe them 
in this manner. The honourable gentleman ſays, that other 
military operations may be undertaken with the troops to be 


raiſed different from the purpoſe to which they were now 


' propoſed to be deſtined. If miniſters, however, wiſhed to 
undertake any military operations that were inconſiſtent with 


the intereſt of the nation, parliament might check their de- 


| ſigns, and the honourable gentleman himiclf, if he could con- 


vince parliament of the impropriety of the conduct of admi- 
niſtration. It cannot be exp-<t-d, however, that I ſhould ſay 
any thing upon this point, If the preſent negociation ſhould 


be unſucceſsful, gentlemen cannot mean to ſay that this 


country ſhould be tied up from oitenſive operation, and in 
the event of the proſecution of the war, our defence at home 
may depend upon the ability we poſſeſs to attack the enemy 
abroad. I think it therefore of eſſential importance to aug- 
ment our regular force for the defence of theſe kingdoms, 
and, if neceſſary, to carry on the military operations, that cir- 


cumſtances may dictate againſt an enemy that has evinced 


the diſpoſition to deſtroy our commerce, and to diſturb our 


Mr. Fx in ſubſtance faid : in this ſtage of this buſineſs it 


does not appear to me to be the duty of any man to make 
an oppoſition to the meaſure propoſed Even in this ſtage _ 


of it however I have no difficulty in ſaying, that. from the 


Tenſe I have of the general plan, there are many parts of it 
to the adoption of which no eloquence is likely to recon- 


cile me. The right hon. ſecretary: of ſtate, has been pleaſed 


to ſay in anſwer to the obſervations of my honourable friend, 
that although the French in cafe of an invaſion may land no 


eavalry, yet it is proper that we ſhould be provided with 
cavalry to oppot them. My honourable friend's obſerva- 
tion did not call for this ſort of anſwer. The right hon. 
Vo. I. 1796. a 3 gentleman 
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gentleman obſerves that at all events this country ought to 
make great preparations at home, and that he 1s ſatisfied, 
that if we ſhould be under the neceſſity of going on with the 
war, theſe preparations may be very beneficial to us in man 
reſpects. I object to the generality of this ſort of ſpeaking, 
becauſe it conveys to us no ſpecific information, and is likely, 
from its being juſt in the abſtract, to entrap ſome into an 
approbation of meaſures which may lead to conſequences of 
which perſons ſo approving are not aware. That if we are 
compelled to go on with war, great preparations will be 

_ neceffary for us, is a truth which nobody diſputes ; but it is 
a truth which conveys to us no information. It is applicable 
to this war, was applicable to the laſt, and will be applicable 
to every war. The right honourable gentleman ſhould have 
applied his reafoning a little cloſer 3 he ſhould have come to 
the propoſition which is now before the Houſe. The queſ- | 
tion is this: is the propoſition before us fit to be adapted 
under our preſent circumſtances? If it be, then 1 ſay, that, | 
for any evidence that appears before us, it was fit in 1756, = 

Ns fit in 1778, fit in 1794, and has always been fit in every : F 

period in which this country has been engaged in war. But, b 
for the whole neceſſity of the meaſure, we have only the 
authority of the king's miniſters, on which I do not chooſe 

to rely. I ſhould have been unwilling to rely, in the laft 
war, on the authority. of much better miniſters than the pre- 

ſent, and make that authority a foundation for ſuch propo- 3 

ſition as the preſent. It is not by the authority, of miniſters but — 
by the ſtriking exigency of a particular moment, that parlia- Yu 

ment are juſtiſied in adopting particular and extraordinary = 
meaſures. I beg the committee will attend to this, and re- F 
flect on all that has been ſaid upon it by the right honour- 
able gentleman; they. will then ſee that he has dealt in no- 
thing but generality; which, if conſidered as proof, proves a 
great deal too much for the purpoſe of the right honourable 2 
gentleman, for it proves that this ſpecies of defence is appli- 1 
cCable to this country in every war, ſince he has not diſtinguiſh- 
ed the exigency of the preſent moment, from that or an 
other in which this country has had the misfortune to be 
engaged in war. This is one in addition to the very many 
inſtances which his Majeſty's miniſters heve given of their 
great eloquence in urging gencral arguments without ary 

ſpecific applicability, in which they are eminently ſkilful, 
when it is their object to take money from the people, and 

to increaſe the power of the crown. 

The right honourable gentleman has thought ſit to pro- 
nounce 
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nounce a panegyric on the laſt parliament, and to recommend 


its conduct for the imitation of this. My opinion of the laſt 
parliament 1s, that it has done more miſchief to the real well- 
fare of this country than any other that ever fat in it ſince a. 


_ parliament was ever known or recognized in England; at 
leaſt ſince parliament had any credit for attending to the in- 
tereſts of the people. To hold it up therefore as an object 


of imitation is enough to confound any man who feels for 
the principles of freedom; a parliament which has done more 
to deitroy every thing that is dear to us, than in better days 
would have entered into the mind of any Engliſhman to at- 
tempt. Shew me a parliament in conſequence of whoſe 
proceedings the people have been drained ſo much, and from 


which they have had ſo little benefit! Shew me a parliament 


fince the year 1688, the æra of our revolution, that diminiſh- 
ed the rights, the beſt, the deareſt rights of the people, 


ſo ſhameleſsly, fo wickedly, as the laſt parliament have done! 


Shew me a parliament fince that period that has ſo uniform-. 


ly, ſo ſtudiouſly ſacrificed the liberty of the err to enereaſe 


the influence of government, as the laſt parliament has done ! 
to make it the ſubject of panegyrick 3 to ſtate its proceedings 
to be ſuch as to be worthy of imitation, is beyond endurance}! 


Sir, I conſider the laſt parliament as a curſe to this country: 
the leading principle on which they acted was that which 


leads directly to complete deſpotiſm ; unlimited confidence 
in the miniſters of the crown; Shew me a parliament ſince 


the revolution, that has given ſuch a conidence, and look at 
the effect of ſuch practice. This is the only war that has 


ever been conducted on the part of this country, in which 


there never has been one inquiry on the part of parliament; 


you ſee to what ſtate that has led you already; ſhould this 
parliament be like the laſt (God i in his mercy avert it), this 


country will ſoon be in a condition, in which 1t will be of 


little importance, whether they have a parliament or not. 


But for the conduct of the laſt parliament we ſhould not have 


heard of the meaſure which 1s now propoſed to us. I know 


I may be told that I often ſpeak intemperately, and that I do 
ſo now, but I ſpeak as I feel, and I think it is impoſſible 


for any man to feel more ſtrongly than 1 do at the preſent 


ſituation of this country. Miniſters tell us that the meaſure 


which they now propoſe is neceſſary to our ſafety. If it be 
ſo, it is their own conduct and the conduct of a 2 14 


parliament, that has brought us into that ſituation. An 
what is the meaſure which they now propoſe ? Why it is 
in its nature, a requiſition : an imitation of the mo of 
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the French, againſt which ſo many vehement declamations 
were pronounced; againſt the principle, applying it to a 
ſettled ſtate, juſtly; ; but as againſt the French, in their condi- 
tion, in my opinion, improperly, or at leaſt in too unqualified 
a manner. Miniſters now tells us, however, that our ſitua- 
tion is ſuch as to call for this meaſure. Granting it to be ſo 
for the fake of the argument only, I would then aſs ; what 
has brought us into that ſituation ? to this I anſwer, with- 


out the leaſ difficulty, the confidence, the criminal conſidence, | 


of the laſt parliament. One inevitable effect of that con- 
fidence of parliament in the miniſter has been the want of 
the confidence of the people in the integr ity of parliament. 


'The right honourable gentleman ſays, “ it is good to be pre- 


pared.” Certainly it is ſo; but when he comes to us, and 


makes this requiſition, it is incumbent on him to ſhew us the 


reaſon why we ſhould be thus prepared. He ſhould lay be- 
fore us the ground on which he calls for that requiſition. 


How ſtood the cale in former periods of this war? In 1794 : 


therewas as much reaſon for ſuck a meaſure as this, as there is 
now; there was then as much of a rumour of an invaſion 


as there is now; and fo the miniſters told us at that time. 


The Houſe upon the faith of the miniſter's aſſertion, 


agreed to meaſures of the moſt unconſtitutional nature, to 


avert, as it was ſuppoſed, the impending danger. Such 
meaſures, although unconſtitutional, were then thought to 


be neceſſary; and they were thought alſo to be ſufficient to 


keep the French, from attempting the deſperate meaſure of 
an invaſion. Are the French now more likely to make that 
deſperate attempt than they were then ? Or are we not now 
in a better ſituation than we were then? I conceive that 


miniſters themſelves would anſwer theſe queſtions in a man- 


ner very conſolatory to the people of this country. Such 


was our ſtate in 1794. What is it now, and what the dif- 


' ference between them? Miniſters now tell us that an in- 
tention has been manifeſted on the part of the enemy to in- 
vade theſe kingdoms. I am too much accuſtomed to notice 
the artifice of 93 to receive any very deep impreſſion 


from What they lay. Did they not ſay formerly what they 


ſay now, that the enemy had ſome intention of invading this 


” country || Certainly they did, and they were intruſted with 

force ſufficient to prevent that calamity. They had ad- 
dreſs enough to perſuade the country of the neceſlity of the 
meaſure. 


The right honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt furs, 


« 1 am of opinion that, as it may be neceſſary for this coun- 
try to carry on an offene war, this meaſure may be of great 


advantage, inaſmuch as our forces may thereby ve the better 


able 
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able to avail.” To this as a general propoſition, I do not object. 


It is true. But then I ſay to miniſters, „ Bring hefore us 
the facts on which you fay this meaſure is neceſſary. What 


I object to is your duplicity. It you really want this force, 


and to the extent you tay you do, ſhew me the rcaſon for it, 


and I will grant it chearfully. All J want is that you ſtate 


to me your reaſons. Lou did ſo when you called for the 


augmentation of the navy, and you had it; but do not aſt 


any thing to carry on the War abroad under the maſk of de- 


fending us at home; for in that caſe you are aking under a 
falſe title what under a real one the people of this country 


would not grant to you—to prevent an invaſion at home, 
what they would refuſe with indignation, if aſked to carry 


on the war abroad.” But, Sir, it ſcems we are to have the 
reſponſibility of miniſters for the due application of the grant 
which they now call for. Look at the extent to which the 


principle of voting ſuch extraordinary meaſures as this, | 
upon the idea of reſponfibility, may lead you. By it you 


will introduce 4 practice that mult deprive the people of all 
their rights and all their property. If it ſhould turn out 


(not an extravagant hypotheſis) that all this ſtory about an 


invaſion is a mere pretence to gain the conſent of the peo- 
ple to the meaſure now propoſed, and that the real object is 


extremely different, what then will become of the boaſted 
reſponſibility of miniſters? How are we to make them reſ- 


ponſible? We may ſay, and ſay truly, that „ the event ha- 


proved there was no danger of an invaſion when this mea- 
{ure was adopted.” To which the miniſters may anſwer, and 


be aſſured they will, «T rue, there was no invaſion, but then 
it was owing to the very meaſures which we propoſed, and 


you adopted, that the invaſion was prevented.” How, then, 
are we to make miniſters reſponſible for what they do under 
ſuch a meaſure as this? The idea of reſponſibility in ſuch a 


caſe is perfectly ridiculous. Why, Sir, at this rate you 


may go on and do every thing that the miniſter may aſk you, 
until you have totally deſtroyed the conſtitution; the prin- 
ciples have already been too much invaded by che meaſures 


of the preſent miniſters. There are ſome inconveniencies 
that neceſſarily ariſe out of a free conſtitution. I know that _ 


many authors of great eminence have pointed out thoſe in- 
conveniences. I do not deny it, although I have never ſeen 
them in ſo ſtrong a light as the authors I allude to ſay they 


did; but the advantages reſulting from a free conſtitution 


are fo great, fo numerous, and to me ſo clear, that I cannot 


patiently Argue upon them, vrhen t they are put into a ſcale 


againſt - 
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againſt the ſuppoſed advantages of a contrary form. Be 
that as it may in the opinions of others, I ſay, you cannot 
argue that ſubject in this Houſe; for the pcople of this coun- 


try have made their election they have choſen a free go- 


vernment, and it is your duty to preferve it with all its in- 
conveniences, if there be any that are worth mentioning. If, 
therefore when miniſters, pretend an alarm, you are to give 


them whatever power they may aſk for, when it is impoſſi- 


ble you can attach any reiponiibility to them, as J have 


already proved in this cafe you cannot, why then you deſert 
_ the point on which the people of this country have already 
made their election; and, inſtead of enjoying the bleſſings 


which your anceſtors intended for you, you take what may 


appcar to you, but what never appeared to me, the advan- 
tages of deſpotiſm. 'This would be a fraud upon the people 


of this country. I know the eloquence that has often been 


employed to ſhew, or attempting to ſhew, by a flouriſhing 


antitheſis, that we poſleſs all the advantages of a free go- 


vernment and thoſe of a deſpotic monarchy, by poſſeſſing 


the wiſdom which ariſes from a free diſcuſſion of the repre- 


fentatives of the people, and the promptitude and diſpatch of 
an unlimited monarchy. Such an antitheſis may anſwer the 

urpoſe of an ingenious orator, and aid him in the courſe 
of a florid declamation; but it can avail but little to any man 
who wiſhes for the ſafety of our conſtitution, I am of opi- 
nion, that our conſtitution, in its true ſpirit, cannot mix 
with any thing deſpotic. - Have recourſe to experience, the 


only unerring guide; read the hiſtory of this country, and then 


ſhew me what page it is that you have diſcovered how and 
when it was, that the maxims of a free government have been 
united with the principles of deſpotiſm. I know it cannot 


be done. I know alſo, that if you do not reflect on hiſtory, 


and take it as a leflon, you will return to your ancient diſ- 
truſt and jealouſy of miniſters whoever they may be. 'That 
vou will examine minutely into their conduct. Reflect on 
the conſequences of the contrary practice. You ſee now _ 


before you the effect of it. Confidence, in the firſt inſtance, 
renders confidence neceſſary in the ſecond. Confidence in 
' Miniſters induces to take meaſures which they cannot con- 


tinue without further confidence; they are obliged to call 


for it in their own defence; in that career you may proceed 


until you have confided away the whole ſpirit of our conſti- 
tution. I am afraid you have advanced upon that courie 
much too far already. In my opinion the ſpirit of the con- 
ſticution has Wen Ama N let at ref} for a time, ” 
8 the 
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the meaſures of the laſt parliament. Let it be the practice, 
for it is the duty of the preſent to revive it. There was an 
expreſſion in the ſpeech of the right hononrable gentleman 
to which I cannot help alluding. He faid, “ if the preſent 
negociation ſhould be unſucceſsful, then the prefent meaſure 
will be advantageous to this country.” No man wiſhes 
more heartily than I do it may be ſucceſsful. I wiſh it from 
every motive that can actuate a man; but I am not ſure the 
fame feelings are entertained by his Majeſty's miniſters. I 
Hope they are. I ſay this by way of caution, leſt the world 
thould ſuppoſe I am ſuch a devotee to the preſent adminiſ- 
tration as to imagine that any negociation in which they may 
fail, may render peace to this country totally unattainable. 
Notwithſtanding there are many new members in this 
Houſe, they know, I beheve, enough of me and my opinion 
of this war to be well ſatisfied that I abhorred its commence» 
ment. That opinion remains completely unchanged; and 
whatever opinion the people may have upon the propriety 
of the meaſure which is now propoſed for the defence of this 
Hand from an invaſion, I truſt this country will never re- 
linquiſh the opinion that this war was in its principle and 
commencement unjuſt, unneceſſary and diabolical. If 
it ſhall unhappily become our lot to defend ourſelves againſt 
an invaſion; ourlelves we muſt defend; but whether the 
meaſure is more or leſs than we ought to agree to, or 
one that we ought to try, are queſtions of detail, and 
therefore to that detail, ſhall I defer them. I cannot, how- 
ever, permit the particular parts of the meaſures to paſs with 
out taking notice of ſome of them. That part of the plan 
| which refers to game-keepers appears to me to be a meaſure 
of violent injuſtice to a claſs of perſons who, as far as the 
tax which they bear goes, already contribute pretty handſomely 
to the ſupport of the ſtate. FVV 
Another part of the plan I cannot paſs by in ſilence: The 
navy of this country is ſo much, and ſo juſtly, the favourite 
fervice of it, that no man is willing to find fault with it. I 
am the laſt man in this kingdom who would wiſh to do ſo, 
or to ſay any thing againſt any ſervice that contributes to the 
greatneſs of this nation—ſuch as I know the navy does. 
I feel, and I know J only feel in common with all my coun- 
trymen, gratitude to the navy; but the circumſtance of im- 
preffing men, even into that ſervice, great and valuable as it 
is, would not be a part which a judicious friend to it would 
ſelect for the ſubjectof his panegyric. I am not now arguing 
the policy of the practice, for great as the grievance may be 
| | | | to 
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to the individuals who are the objects of it, the diſcuſſion . 


will be unſeaſonable until we ſhall find a better mode for 


providing for that ſervice, and therefore upon that ſubject 1 


ſhall ſay nothing. But upon the ſubject of forcing men into 
the land ſervice the cafe is widely different—ſo much ſo, 
| that J have never yet heard it defended in this country; and 
et this meaſure ſechs to me to have that tendency, for out 


of the force which is propoſed to be raiſed, there is to be a 


certain proportion for the naval, and a certain proportion for 
the land ſervice. I cannot for one, conceive any danger to 


Which this country, under all its circumſtances, can be ex- 


poſed, that would make me ready to aftent to a meaſure that 
had for its object the impreſſing the ſubjects of this country 


into the land ſervice. I cannot aſſent to any meaſure that 


has for its object the increaſe of the military force of. this 


kingdom in that manner. This is entering into the very 


ſpirit of the French requiſitions, which we decry ſo much. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſays, that only one ſixth 
part of them ſhall be exerciſed at a time, that 1s only 10,000. 


That they will not be called to the ſervice but in cafe of 
actual exigency. Now are not theſe words (abating the 
difference between a ſpeech and the authority of the legiſla- 


ture) the very words of the act of parliament with regard to 
the militia, which ſays, « unleſs in caſe of invaſion or immi- 
nent danger thereof.” 'The conſequence will be that the 


military force thus raiſed will be ſubject to military law. 


I wiſh to know whether it was the opinion of thoſe who 
paſſed the act reſpecting the militia, that they ſhould be ſub- 
ject to what they now ſubmit ? Certainly it was not, and as 


it has been found expedient to call upon them to conform to 


the rules which guide them now, it would have been more 


manly in parliament to alter the law in that particular. We 


are here told that the military force which is now propoſed to 
be raiſed, is only to act in caſe of emergency. What is this 


to be? Until the French ſhall land upon our coaſt! No 
ſuch ching, I know that ſuch a reſtriction cannot, and ought 
not to be impoſed upon executive governments; becauſe you 


| ſhould repel the danger when you are threatened by it. 
Why then it will amount to this, that whenever miniſters 
ſhall think fit to alledge there is danger, the whole of this 


military power to be intruſted to them for the internal de- 
fence of this country in caſe of invaſion, will be entirely at 


their diſpcſal. What ſecurity have we that no abuſe will 


take place, reſpecting the application of this enormous force? 


What ſecurity have we big we are not now voting for a 
„ force, 
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force, faid to be intended for one 5 and which are 
really to be applied for a different uſe? What ſecurity have 
we for truſting that this great military force is not intended 
to ſupply the place of other troops, which are deſigned to be 
ſent abroad? The right honourable gentleman alluded to the 
ſafety of theſe kingdoms, I do not chuſe to follow him in 
that courſe, for I only ſpeak of the ſafety of Great Britain, 
when I cinvaſs the meaſure which is now before us. It is 
to that object, and to that only, that J intend it to be * | 

lied. 
: I know not what information miniſters 1 may have reſpect- | 
ing the intention of the French to attempt an invaſion of this 
country. I have none except what I derive from newſpapers. 
I believe that the idea of an invaſion is as viſionary as that of 
ſucceeding in it. I believe the French have no uch! intention, 
for they have a government which is likely to be much better 
informed of the diſpoſition of the people and the ſituation 
of the country, than to be led to any hopes of ſucceſs in ſuch 
an attempt, therefore do I believe they will not be guilty of 
the raſhneſs to riſque it. But ſuppoſing they had ſuch 
deſperate intentions —ſuppoſing they ſhould attempt to carry 
them into execution, I have no doubt of the iſſue. My hopes 
upon that ſubject are as ſanguine as thoſe of any other man 
in this country. But what ſhould we do in the mean time? 
What is the duty of this Houſe at this moment? To cheriſh 
the ſpirit of freedom in this country, reſtore to them that for 
which their anceſtors have bled. Make the miniſters really 
_ reſponſible. Let their parliament not be confiding in the 
ſervants of the crown, but watchful and jealous of the exerciſe 
of their power. Reſtore to them the right of popular dif- 
cuſſion. Allow them to ſtate freely the grievances they feel; 
repeal thoſe laws which have forbidden the exerciſe of their 
moſt invaluable rights. In one word, inſtead of amuſing - 
them with panegyricks upon the form, allow them to poſſeſfs 
the ſpirit of the old conſtitution of England: then will you 
indeed ſee the energy of the people of England, and then you 
will have no occaſion for adding to your internal military 
force, for then even an invaſion would never be formidable. 
Theſe are your real reſources; the reſt are all imaginary. I 
| ſhall give no oppoſition to the plan that is now before you 
in its preſent ſtage. But J think it fair to ſay ſome of the 
parts of it are ſuch as, in the detail, I ſhall think it m duty 

to oppoſe. | 

The Chancellor of the E re XY as follows: Aſter | 


what has already been ſaid ki wy right kon. friend, ] enter- 
VorL. I. * N | _ tain 5 
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| tain ſome doubts whether I ought to detain the committee 
one moment from the unanimous vote which I believe will 
be given upon the preſent occaſion 3 I am fure, at leaſt, that 
it will not be neceſſary to conſume much of your time by re- 
_ plying at length to the ſhort obſervations of the honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) or to the more detailed remarks 
in which he has been followed by the right hon. gentleman 
(Mr. Fox) upon the ſame fide, as I cannot but regard the de- 
claration with which they prefaced and concluded their ani- 
madverſions, that they did not mean to oppoſe the reſoluti- 
ons which I had the honour to propoſe, as a ſufficient anſwer 
to the arguments by which it was accompanied. If the right 
hon. gentleman feels that the declarations of mimiſters upon 
the ſubject, which conſtitutes the foundation of the preſent 
deliberations, do not go beyond the length which is ſufficient 
to juſtify the meaſures which are to be grounded upon it, if 
he conſiders their aſſurances of their repreſentations entitled 
to no confidence, if he is perſuaded that there exiſts no dan- 
ger of invaſion, againſt which it is intended to provide, if he 
is convinced that the object of the preparations that are to be 
made, are deſtined to carry on other warlike operations than 
the plan avows, or are employed as pretexts to cover deſigns 
of ambition or of encroachment at home, if he believes that 
they are intended to proſecute that object of the war which he 
thinks proper to qualify as unjuſt and diabolical, I would afk, 
how he can reconcile theſe principles with the conduct he is 
purſue, or as a publick man, upon what publick ground he 
can reſt that aſſent which he has beſtowed upon the mea- 
ſures which have been ſuggeſted? But while the right hon. 
gentleman indulged in theſe animadverſions, he knew well 
that the precautions were demanded by the country as mea- 
ſures of ſelf-defence, from which he could not withhold his 
concurrence; he demonſtrated by his actions, that he was 
in reality ſenſible that the preſent was not, like other wars, 
undertaken to maintain a point of national honour, or to de- 
fend a diſputed intereſt, to ſupport an ally that was attacked, 
or to guard againſt remote or doubtful dangers, but that it 
was the firſt war in which a great and free people, in 
the proſecution of their commerce and the enjoyment of 
their proſperity, were called upon for a time to defend the 
ſources from which they flowed ; and in compliance with the 
good faith which was due to their allies, and, urged by a ſenſe 
of common danger, found themſelves compelled to oppoſe 
unprovoked aggreſſion, and reſiſt principles hoſtile to the 
ES EET „„ government 
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government and conſtitution of theſe Kingdoms and to ev 


regular government in Europe. Why did not the rigiit hon. ; 
gentleman follow up his principles by oppoling likewiſe the 

meaſures which were propoſed to meet this danger, but be- 
cauſe he en that the ſituation of affairs is ſuch as to 
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he knew that ſuch was the "charatter * the enemy with 
whom we had to contend, that they were not ſo liable to be 


deterred by the deſperate nature of the enterpriſe, or by a 


conſideration of the number of perſons whom its ruin might. 
devote to deſtruction ? Such, I am convinced, were the feel 


ings of the right honourable gentleman upon this occaſion, a 


and ſuch are the conſiderations by which his conduct is ex- 
plained, although, perhaps, he found it neceſſary to colour 
his aſſent, and to diſguiſe his conviction, by the invectives 
he introduced againſt the laſt Parliament, and againſt the con- 
duct of adminiſtration. Though, however, much he had repro- 
bated the ſyſtem and the meaſures of adminiſtration, though 
he had accuſed the juſtice and vilified the character of the 


former parliament, he could not truſt the natural conclufion 


of his own premiſes. He did not aſk if any of the new 


members who had fo lately come up impregnated with the 
ſenſe of their electors, or if the old members, who were wit-_ 


neſſes of the proceedings, and whoſe recollection of the laft 


_ parliament was ſo recent, would agree with him in the cha- 


rater which he had aſcribed to it? Nor did he venture to 


make any appeal to aſcertain who were thoſe who wauld 


concur. with him in aſſerting the principles he had profeſſed ! 
While I reflect upon theſe circumſtances, I feel that confi- | 
dence that it will not be incumbent upon me to anſwer at 


much length the arguments of the hon. gentlemen upon 
the other fide of the Houſe, eſpecially when the objections of 
the one are anſwered by the obſervations adduced by the 


other. While the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) 
profeſſed. to agree with every ſentiment of his honourable 


friend (Mr. Sheridan), they materially overthrew each other's 


reaſonings, and every ſentence uttered by the right honour= 


able gentleman was confuted by that which preceded it. 


The internal order of battle 4 to have been completely 
deranged, and the arguments of the honourable gentlemen 
themfelves meet in hoſtile encounter. The honourable gen- 


flewan (Mr. Sheridan) wee to impoſe upon miniſters a 
| 2 
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reſponſibility for the meaſures which were founded upon the 


afſertion in his majeſty's ſpeech, becauſe, continued he, this 
matter reſts only upon the information of the ſpeech from the 


_ throne, which I muſt conſider as the fpeech of miniſters, and 
in order to ſupply the defect of this reſponſibility which at- 


taches to miniſters by the moſt ſolemn and formal declara- 
tion, the honourable gentleman inſiſts upon receiving ſatis- 


faction and impoling reſponſibility by a communication leſs 


formal and leſs authentic! The right honourable gentleman. 
(Mr. Fox) however proceeded as if miniſters were pleading. 


on their reſponſibility, and then concluded by maintaining 


that there is no reſponſibility at all. The right honourable 
_ gentleman is likewiſe offended with the general argument of 
the neceſſity of precaution, which was employed by my right 


honourable friend (Mr. Dundas), but his honourable friend 
beſide him (Mr. Sheridan) admits, that only general inform- 


ation was to be expected, ſo that to this argument the right 
Honourable gentleman muſt liff up his hand, and expreſs his 


- difapprobation, as he profeſſes that he cannot act upon gene- 
ral information. Why, ſays he, did not the danger, which you 
at this time apprehend, induce you to demand the adoption of 


thoſe meaſures of precaution which you now think it neceſſary 


to employ, neither were fuch plans purſued in any former 
period; the right konourable gentleman too went out of his 


way to find compariſons to depreciate the characters of mi- 
niſters, and afferted, that to ſuch meaſures as theſe much 


better miniſters, in former wars, never found it neceſſary to 


reſort. He does not, however, mention who theſe much 


better miniſters are, and if the right honourable gentleman 
recollects the language he employed during the ſeven laſt 


Fears of the American war, there was a time when he be- 


ſtowed upon the conduct of that adminiſtration, epithets as 


offenſive, as unjuft and diabolical. Why, exclaims the ho- 


nourable gentleman, did you not call for theſe meaſures upon 


former occaſions? Are we then gravely deliberating upon a 
great and important ſubject, and are we to be told that in 
certain given circumſtances no precautions are to be taken 
| becauſe at a former period ſuch meaſures were not required? 
„May not then the means which were judged adequate in a 


particular ſituation, be found inſufficient when circumſtances 
alter or when danger is encreaſed? The honourable gen- 


tlemen, though in other points their arguments were at va- 
riance, go on together contending that my honourable friend 
had ſaid, on a former occaſion, that the, force which this 


ane; polieſſed, was 5 to repel the attacks of. all 
Europe. 
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Furope. Certainly I do not believe that my honourable 


friend/ever aſſerted, that in any poſſible caſe, the volunteer 


corps would be ſuflicient for the defence of the country. If 


my honourable friend had aſſerted that the ſpirit by which 


theſe volunteer aſſociations were dictated, put in action as 
- circumſtances required, and accommodated to the preſſure of 
danger, would be able to reſiſt the efforts of the whole Houſe 
of Bourbon, or of the republic of France, aided by any par- 


ticular branch of the Houſe of Bourbon, or of any other 
combination of powers progreſſively; ſuch an opinion I be- 
lieve to be juſt, and at leaſt perfectly conſonant to the well 


- known firmneſs and zeal of my honourable friend. But may 


not however the relative ſituation of the enemy preſent 
them with more ſpecific means of carrying their purpoſe 


into execution, than they poſſeſſed at any former period, 


when it was neceflary to guard againſt the dangers which 
then threatened ? The right honourable gentleman fays, | 


you relied on the firmnèls and attachment of the people two 


years ago, and is it leſs now, that you have recourſe to extra- 


ordinary precautions? The attachment and loyalty of the 


people of this country, I truſt, has experienced no dimuni- 
tion. It lives, and is chetiſhed by that conſtitution which, 

notwithſtanding the aſſertions of the right honourable gen- 
tleman, ſtill remains entire. Under the protection and ſup- 


port which it derives from the acts paſſed by the laſt parlia- : 


ment, the conſtitution inſpires the ſteady affection of the 


people, and is ſtill felt to be worth defending with every drop 
of our blood. Tht voice of the country proclaims that it 


continues to deſerve and receive their ſupport. Fortified b 
laws, in perfect uniſon with its principles and with its prac- 
tice, and fitted to the emergencies by which they were occa- 
fioned, it {till poſſeſſes that juſt eſteem and admiration of the 
people, which will induce them faithfully to defend it againſt 


the deſigns of domeſtic foes, and the attempts of their foreign 


enemies. The right honourable gentleman diſcovers the extent 


of the adverſity into Which he repreſents the country to be 


fallen, in ſome of the meaſures now propoſed for its defence, 


and which he reprobates by the. name of requiſitions, a ſpe- 

cies of levy, however, which ſo long as it was practiſed in 
France, he had not conſidered deſerving of any particular 
diſapprobation. Iwill not, at this moment, enquire whether re- 
quiſitions in France were a right and proper meaſure; but let 


not the right hon. gentleman at once maintain that the at- 
tachment of the people renders theſe meaſures of defence 
fuperſluous, and in the next moment repreſent theſe pre- 


cautions 
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cautions as proofs of the intolerable pitch of adverſity to 
Which the nation is reduced. The ſituation in which we are 


placed does not imply a ſuſpicion of our power, though it 


juſtifies our precautions. That proſperity is deceitful and 
dangerous if it lead to a falſe ſecurity, that the danger, though 
_ groundlelsly apprehended, or falſely exaggerated without ex- 
ertion on our part, can alone be of doubtful iſſue or perilous 
conſequence, is the real opinion which the contemplation of 

the ſtate of the country is fitted to inſpire. The right ho- 

nourable gentleman, when he expreſſed his diflike of the mode 
of preſſing men for the public ſervice did not ſpecifically 2 ap- 
piy his objection to the plan of augmenting the militia, and 
raiſing the new ſupplies of cavalry; he admits that theſe may 
in ſome meaſure come under the deſcription of perſonal force. 


The mode propoled of encreaſing the militia 1 is not new in its 


principle. They are to be balloted in the ſame LI as 
the eſtabliſhed militia of the country. The 60,0009 men 
which it was propoſed to add were to be formed preciſely as 


the 90,000 of which the ordinary number conſiſts. The 


_ preſent addition does not exceed the amount, for which, n 
former occaſions, it was thought neceſſary to provide. In 
1756 a bill paſted for doubling the number. The right ho- 
nourable gentleman, however, in preſſing his argument, runs 
before his recollection. The 15, 00 men for the land and 

| ſea ſervice are to be raiſed according to the proviſions of the 


act paſſed two years ago upon this fubject. Does the right 
hon. gentleman then conſider this to by prefling ? No, it is 


meant to raiſe yolunteers by contribution among the inha- 


bitants of each pariſh, and, if they failed to produce the num- 
ber at which they were rated, they were to pay a certain ſum 
over the ſum at which a perſon to ſerve could be procured, 

If the right honourable gentleman reprobates this mode ag 


preſſing, what was the language he held upon another occa- 
fion, and when a different mode was purſued 2 In 1794, 


when voluntary offers of ſervice were introduced for the de- 


| Fence of the country, this mode was reprobated as repugnant 
to the conſtitution, and now when men are called upon to 
contribute their property and their perſonal fervice to the de- 


fence of their country, it is diſcovered to be unjuſt and ſtig- 
matized as requiſition. The two honourable gentlemen ad- 
mit the neceſſity of precaution, and they reprobate every mea- 


| ſure which is propoſed, and while they agree that it is neceſ- 


ſary to provide for the defence of the ſtate, they are diſſatis- 


Hed with the means by which ſecurity is to be obtained, 
; Necwibllanding the unankoity with which the reſolution _ 


will 
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will be voted, I cannot augur well for the future co-operation 
- which the meaſures may obtain, when I conſider the ſenti- 
ments which the honourable gentlemen entertain, and the 
- obſervations with which their preſent concurrence is accom- 
panied. 1 . . 
8 Mr. Fox roſe to explain. The right honourable the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer had, he obſerved, made ample uſe of 
the firſt and grand rule in oratory, in taking whatever ad- 
vantage he could of what might be conceived to be the weak 
ſide of his opponent. The right honourable gentleman _ 
ſeemed to be aſtoniſhed that he ſhould agree with him by 
giving no oppoſition that evening by vote, and yet ſhould 
make a fpeech in every reſpect hoſtile to the meaſures of 
- miniſters. In this reſpect, however, the right honourable 
_ gentleman founded his argument on a complete milinterpret- 
ation of his meaning, for it went upon the idea that his not 
- oppoling his vote to the preſent refolution, was giving his un- 


qualified aſſent to the meaſures propoſed. That was by no 


means the ſtage in which members were called upon to give 
their ſentiments fully upon the queſtion ; one would in this 
* reſpect imagine the right honourable gentleman was affecting 
- the ignorance of a new member of parliament! He ſeemed 
entirely to have forgotten, or wiſhed on the preſent occaſion 
to forget, that according to the forms of parliament any mem- 
ber might bring forward his oppoſition to a meaſure at any 
period of its diſcuſſion that he might think proper. The right 
- honourable gentleman alſo from a fortunate and accommo- 
dating deficiency of memory, had even forgot his own firſt 
- ſpeech during the preſent evening, for in that ſpeech he had 
obſerved, that the preſent buſineſs was mere matter of form, 
and that before any ſerious determination took place, it Was 
neceſſary to have a week's deliberation at leaſt. He, for his 
part, was furely not inclined to be more forward than 'neceſ= 
fary in advancing any ſchemes of the prefent miniſtry, -and 
was the laſt man who ſhould refuſe his affent to giving as 
much time as poſſible previous to a deciſion. The argu- 
ments of the right honourable gentleman in many other reſ- 
pects had been equally fallacious. He ſaid, that his honour- 
able friend (Mr. Sheridan) had called only for general aſ- 
ſertions, as to the danger at preſent apprehended, and that 
he (Mr. Fox) was completely diſſatisfied on account of the 
generality of the anfwer ; but in this there was no incon- 
ſiſtency, for although it might be true that greater danger 
actually did exiſt at preſent than at any former period, yet 
additional arguments were certainly neceflary to prove r 
ito. : 5 5 ne 
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The right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) had given no 
individual pledge for his belief of the exiſtence of this addi- 
tional danger, but had merely harangued on the general pro- 
priety of being in a ſtate of defence. He begged leave, there- 
fore, to repeat that general arguments as to the propriety and 


neceſſity of defence were no anſwer on the preſent occaſion. 


Did the right honourable ſecretary, when he talked in ſuch 
very high language on a former occaſion, conſider an invaſion 
as probable a circumſtance as at preſent ? Why did he not 
then propoſe meaſures ſimilar to the preſent ? or why did 
he afſert that the meaſures then ag g were perfectly ſuffi- 
cient for every purpoſe of ſecurity? The right honourable | 

gentleman had been pleaſed to exerciſe his wit upon the ex- 
preſſion he had made uſe of when he ſpoke of former mini- 
ſters being better than the preſent; as to the wars previous 
to the American war, no objections would probably be made 


to this aſſertion. As to the American war he had always 


maintained it was unjuſt and diſgraceful, but becauſe it was 
| ſo unjuſt and diſgraceful, was that any reaſon that the preſent 
war was not worle ; or becauſe the miniſters, who conducted 

the American war, conducted it improperly, was that any 
reaſon why the meaſures of the preſent miniſtry ſhould not 
be more exceptionable ? In his opinion, indeed, the fituation 
of the country then was proſperity when compared with the 

preſent; and with ſtrict truth, (continued Mr. Fox), may I, 
relatively ſpeaking, call the oreſent moment the moment of 


adverſity. When meaſures of this nature, different from any 


that have ever been propoſed at any former period, are thus 
brought forward, theſe very meaſures are a proof of the ad- 
verſity of our country; the enormous increaſe of taxes laid 
on to ſupport theſe meaſures in a proof of horrible adverſity! 
our relative ſituation to the other powers of Europe, and, 
above all, the ſurrender which has been made of our moſt 
valuable conſtitutional rights and privileges are irreſiſtibly 
convincing proofs of adverſity. After all, fir, (he nee 
J apprehend no danger from invaſion: the danger I depre- 
cate, is from the obſtinate proſecution of this war which can- 
not fail to be attended with the ruin of our credit, our 
commerce, and our free conſtitution. The right honourable 
gentleman oppoſite to me affects to ſmile at my ſaying that 
the conſtitution has been impaired, he certainly thought ſo 
himſelf at one time; but ſince he came into power he has 
never thought of repairing it. He triumphs in the idea, that 


notwitliſtanding the number of new members introduced 


by 


FE 
42 4 
wah 
e 
7% 

Ft * 
5 

1 

—_ 

* U 


Oer. 16. —WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, of 


by demanding a vote: on the-preſent occaſion ; I remember the 
time, only the laſt Parliament but one, when that right hon. 
gentleman was in the habit of ſaying, that calling for the vote 
of this Houſe according to the repreſentation of that period, 
was not taking the ſenſe of the boroughs, cities and counties of 
Great Britain; but of Bengal, Bahar and Oriſſa. The ſyſ- 
tem of repreſentation continues the ſame, I cannot imagine 
by what magic the right honourable gentlenan has on the 
preſent occaſion procured a return of members who he ſin- 
cerely ſuppoſes to ſpeak the ſentiments of the nation. I am 
next accuſed of inconſiſtency, becauſe I fay the conſtitution 
is impaired, and yet allow that the people are ſo fond of it, 
that no danger is to be apprehended from invaſion ; if this 
be inconſiſtency, I plead guilty; I do think the conſtitution 
is impaired ; but I am not on that account to be obliged on 
every occaſion to vote even againſt the miniſter who has im- 
paired it, much leſs am I to ſay that I would not fight againſt 
the French. I do not as yet deſpair of the conſtitution of this 
country: notwithſtanding all the inſults that have been offer» 
ed to it, and all the injuries it has ſuſtained, I would rather 
look to the country itſelf, to parliament, or even to miniſters 
_ themſelves for a remedy, than to invaſion. The honourable 
gentleman ſays, that I have this evening called this an unjuſt 
war in more diſtinct terms than J have uſed at any former 
period; but I appeal to all, who have honoured what I have 
ſaid with attention, either within or without doors, whether 
upon this ſubject I have ever uſed any management of ex- 
_ preſſion. When it has been aſſerted that France was the 
aggreſſor, I have denied it, becauſe from whatever quarter 
Might come the firſt act of hoſtility, thoſe are the aggreſſors 
who refuſe to enter into a treaty or pacific negociation upon 
any terms. I am accuſed too of traducing the country when 
I reprobate the meaſures of miniſters, under the idea that the 
country has given them its ſanction ; very different were the 
right honourable gentleman's ſentiments at a former period. 
When I uniformly pronounced the American war, and all 
the meaſures by which it was carried on, to be unjuſt and 
diabolical, when I reprobated the conduct of miniſters, while 
they perſiſted in their pernicious plans, I was not accuſed by + 
that right honourable gentleman of traducing the country; 
now that he himſelf is in power, I ſhould be glad to know _ 
What has identified him with the country, what has made 
him and the country fo inſeparable, that I cannot reprobate 
the one without tradueing ths other? This is undoubtedly not 
Vol. I. 1796. C thi 
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the time fully to diſcuſs the policy of the war; but I muſt 
take the opportunity of again ſaying, that properly ſpeaking, 
they commenced hoſtilities who rejected all means of a ſafe 
and honourable negociation. I do not deny that one moment 
may be more favourable than another for negociation; but 
I certainly cannot conceive #1at a negociation with any na- 
tion, ſhall ar one moment be mimical to univerſal order and 
civilization, and immediately after, when the ſame nation 
becomes more ſucceſsfut and victorious than ever, that ne- 
gocntion ſhall become advifeable. I have called this war 
unjuſt, becauſe previous to actual hoſtilities taking place every 
thing poſſible ought to have been done to avert it. In this 1 
conceive myſelf to be ſupported by all cftabliſked authorities 
on the ſubject. It has always been laid down as a maxim, 
that an outrage being committed, is not of -itſelf a ſufficient 
juſtification of war; it is ao neceſſary that there ſhould be 
a poſitive refuſal of indemnification, and they who. ſtop the 
means of pacific diſcuſſion, act unjuſtly and become the reat 
aggreſſors. The right honourable gentleman has animad- 
verted on what fell from my honourabte friend on this mea- 
| ſure being taken from the example of France: this is. certain- 
Iy no place for a diſcuſſion upon the interna} government of 
France. I wiſh indeed we had heard leſs of it from the 
other ſide of the Houſe, but if the French went ſo far as to 
_ eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of requiſition, they may truly be ſaid to 
| have had neeeſſity for their juſtification. N was indeed ſome- 
thing like a manifeſtation of an intention to penetrate into 
France, when the Duke of Brunfwick was within an hun- 
dred miles of the capital, proclaiming ruin and deſtruction 
wherever he went, and with the determination to re-eſtabliſh 
the worſt of all governments, the old deſpotiſm of France; 
are we placed in ſimilar circumſtances, are we now called 
upon to make ſimilar axertions ? The right hononrable gen- 
tleman has commented on the two Bills that: paſſed during 
the laſt parliament, and he has ſaid that ninety-nine in a hun- 
dred give them their approbation; my enquiries have indeed 
led me to a very different concluſion, and after the numer- 
ous petitions that were preſented on that occaſion, and 
other circumſtances which took place, it is hardly decent 
in miniſters to bring, forward ſuch an aſſertion. The right. 
honourable gentleman fays that thoſe Bills produced peace 
and tranquility, and were abſolutely zneceſſary againſt whom? 
theſe few inſignificant malcontents | this trifling | hundredth | 
part of the community? The argument is certainly incon- 
Gent with the reaſons uſed to induce the Houſe to paſs iy 
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Bills; for we were then told that though indeed it was a mi- 
nority of the kingdom, who were to be reſtrained, it was a 
large minority, a minority of conſiderable conſequence ! But 


I demand farther—have theſe Bills produced perſuaſion 


among the people? Have they created affection to the con- 
ſtitution, or to the preſent adminiſtration? Or, have they 


merely prevented the free expreſſion of opinions, aud for a 


while drowned diſcontent? If the latter be the cafe, 


concealed diſcontents is certainly no evidence of ſtrength. 


I believe too, that, on the occaſion of paſſing theſe bills, the 
meetings which were held up as the oſtenſible cauſe were 


much traduced, and that very few indeed or thoſe who at- 
tended them were enemies to the conſtitution ; and that, even 


among them, many ſtrong arms would have been found 


ready to reſiſt hoſtile invaſion. I again ſay, that, upon the 


preſent opening of the buſineſs, I do not approve of the pre- 


ſent meaſures. Yet I do nat afſert, that circumitances can- 


not exiſt which might render additional means of defence 
neceſſary ; but I know well, that we already have a great 


army, and that a ſufficient part of that army might be in 
this country to repel every attempt at invaſion. The right 
honourable gentleman is amuſed at my honourable friend 


being diſſatisſied with his majeſty's ſpeech, which, as con- 


nected with reſponſibility, may, in parliamentary proceedings 


be called the ſpeech of miniſters, and at the fame time de- 
manding additional ſatisfaction from miniſters themſelves, 


in whom he has no coniidence whatever; as I underſtood my 
honourable friend, what he found fault with was the ob- 
ſcurity ef expreſſion in his majeſty's ſpeech ; he confequent- 


ly demanded a more explicit declaration of the grounds on 
_ which miniſters brought forward the preſent reſolutions. 


The right honourable gentleman has alſo triumphantly - 
obſerved ſome difference of opinion between my honourable 
friend and me, and conceived that there is a want of diſ- 


: cipline on this ſide of the Houſe. I certainly, without re- 


luctance, leave to him all the advantages which he can 


| derive from accuracy of diſcipline; while J claim for myſeif 
and my friends the free and unkmited exerciſe of thought, 
” Tpeech, and action. The right honourable gentleman has 
held up the laſt parliament as an example to the preſent. 
I have already given my ſentiments reſpecting that parlia- 


ment, and only deſire any man with unbiaſſed judgment to 
look at their proceedings for the purpoſe of forming an 
opinion: what was the conduct of that parliament inde- 
pendent of mayy. gircumftances, Which he has lightly enu- 

!!. 6 2 merated 2 
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merated? Would the right honourable gentleman hold out 
the Ruſſian armament as a meaſure worthy of imitation ? 
That parliament, which held forth demands and threats at one 
time againſt that empire, and afterwards ſanctioned the re- 
traction of the miniſter. A parliament that has plunged this 
country in a war, which had already added one hundred mil- 
lions to the debt of the nation, with the loſs of almoſt all 
our allies. : in that parliament the king of Sardinia was held 
up as a pattern of an ally (I do not bring this forward at 
preſent ſor the purpoſe of perſonal reflexions againſt the un- 
fortunate, but to hold out a warning to the preſent parliament 
and to the country at large). The king of Sardinia, hy confid- 


ing in the miniſters of this kingdom, has been reduced to a 
ſtate of poſitive ruin. Thoſe allies only who have abandoned 


them and their meaſures may be ſaid to be in a ſtate of exiſt- 
ence z and, if the preſent parliament and their repreſentatives 

continue the ſame blind, implicit confidence, ruin to us alſo 
muſt inevitably be the conſequence. | ne 


Sir William Pulteney faid, he did not imagi 


creaſing the power of the crown, he conceived it was arming 


the country againſt the crown. He agreed on the neceſſity | 
of being prepared and only lamented that that the mea- 


ſure was not more extenſive. 


General Tarleton obſerved, that there were 3 abdore 5 
one hundred thouſand effective men in the country for its 
defence, conſiſting of about twenty thouſand regular caval- 
ry, near fixty thouſand yeomanry, and twenty thouſand 
 eavalry of other deſcriptions. This he thought perfectly 


ſufficient for every preſent or probable purpoſe of 


After contradicting the Chancellor of the Exchequer's ſtate- 
ment of the number of militia embodied in the year 1756, 
Which the general ſtated at that time to be ſixty ſeven thou- 
ſand, and taking notice of the violation of the militia act, 


which was paſſed in the 26th year of the preſent king, he 


concluded with remarking that the preſent meaſure was ob- 


jectionable on account of its taking ſo many men from the 


employments of induſtry, of its extending martial law, and 
ming upon the whole —— unneceffary. 


that any objee- 
. tion could be made to the country being placed in a reſpect- 


able ſtate of defence. He thought that an addition of ſixty 
thouſand to the militia was too ſmall, and that the preſent 
was merely a half meaſure. As to the probability of an in- 
vaſion, thoſe who were in the ſecret certainly knew beſt, and 
as arms were to be put into the hands of country. gentlemen 
by this meaſure, and not of regular officers, . inſtead of in- 


Nr. 
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Mr. Elford (member for Plymouth) ſaid, I rife, fir, to make 
an obſervation or two on certain expreſſions uſed by a right 
| honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) oppoſite to me. In doin 
this I know I ſhall experience conſiderable embarraſſment, be- 
cauſe J am not only unuſed to ſpeak in publick, but this is 
the firſt time I have had the honour of a ſeat in any parha- 
ment. However, the animadverſions of the right honourable 
| gentleman, on the conduct and motives of gentlemen on this 
fide the Houſe, were ſuch as have affected me too ſenſibly 
to be paſſed over in filence. The right honourable gentle- 
man ſeems to think that thoſe who vote with miniſters, are 
dependent and fervile ; but I can ſafely aver that I am as in- 
dependent of the favour or the rewards of miniſters as any 
gentleman, be he who he may, on his ſide of the Houſe. Mak- 
ing this declaration, I ſhall, perhaps, be credited when I aſ- 
ſure the Houſe, that in any oppoſition I may be induced to 
give to any meaſure, or the ſupport I ſhall this night give to 
miniſters, I have no motive but the good of the country. 
With regard to the two ſedition Bills, a great majority of 
the country has been, cre this, reconciled to their expediency. 
I have myſelf had much intercourſe with the inhabitants of 
one of the moſt extenſive counties of England. They are 
- unanimous in their approbation of the meaſures. It is true 
petitions againſt them were at firſt induſtriouſly propoſed for 
their ſignature, and every effort of calumny and miſrepreſen- 
tation employed to gain their concurrence ; but if any thing 
like concurrence was at one time obtained, that concurrence 
was the effect of miſrepreſentations the moſt groſs and 
inflammatory. They were told that if the Bills pafſed into 
law, they dare not even meet to ſpend their evenings agreea- 
_ ably at each other's houſes, without a magiſtrate to watch and 
report their converſation : they were told their moſt valuable 
rights and privileges had been invaded, and that their utter 
extinction and ſubverſion would be procured by thoſe Bills. 
They were told, in ſhort, that their lives would be endanger- 
ed by the operation of ſuch laws. But how have the Bills 
after all this operated? They have preſerved the tranquillity 
of the country, and introduced that ſubordination, which 
without them could not be expected from a factious tribe 
of revolutionary doctors. That they have been thus ſalu- 
tary, is obvious. Hence the remedy was judiciouſſy adapted 
to the diſeaſe. With theſe ſentiments, I give my moſt core | 
dial aſſent to the propoſition now before the Houſe. ==» 
Mr. Fox roſe again to explain, and ſaid, however the bo- 
nourable — may have fek and expreſſed his own in- 
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dependence, nothing that could fall from kim upon ſuch a 

| Tubje&t would have induced me a gain to addreſs myſelf to 
you; but he has alluded, in poſitive terms, to Bills which I 
ever have deteſted and ever will deteſt. As a young member, 

7 2 a greater degree of modeſty ſhould have belonged to 


bim. His aſſertions are delivered with an air of ſuperiority. 
Sir, I do not doubt the gentleman's intercourſe with the 


country to be extenſive; but I very much ſuſpect that he has 
not ſufficiently attended to the proceedings of which he has 
ſo poſitively ſpoken. That ſome degree of miſrepreſentation 
might have accompanied the petitions in certain villages I 1 


can eaſily ſuppoſe, but what publick meaſure of any impor- 


' tance has not ſuffered by miſrepreſentation: perhaps too 
the miſrepreſentations of which the honourable gentleman 
_ complains, were no other than certain clauſes which were 
in the original Bills, but were rejected and thrown out by the _ 


committee. 'Thoſe clauſes had been much commented upon 


in the courſe of the early diſcuſſions on the ſubject in gene- 
ral, and certainly it is within the recollection of gentlemen 
| that the clauſes themſelves had for their object the ſubject- 
ing private families to the domiciliary viſits of the magiſ- 
trates. Every family, conſiſting of twelve or more perſons, _ 
was to be made the object of the penalties of that law. 
However, the clauſes did not ſurvive the committee in which 
their abſurdity and deſpotiſm had been detected and expoſ- 


ed. Even ſuppoſing the honourable gentleman correct in 
his ſtatement, gentlemen will readily perceive that thoſe cir- 
cumſtances might have given riſe to all the miſrepreſentation 


which accompanied the invitation to efforts againſt the Bills 

_ themſelves. At any rate, the unbought unprejudiced ſenſe 
of a great majority of the inhabitants of the metropolis has 

been decidedly againſt them And ſurely ſuch oppoſition _ 
was at leaſt of as much importance as the approbation& the 

honourable gentleman's county aſſociates. I have myſelf the 

honour of repreſenting a very populous city, and its inhabi- 


tants are almoſt unanimous in their determination to give 


every poſſible aid to procure a repeal to them. Of theſe 
Bills, it was ſaid by miniſters, that the operation of their 
principle was meant to influence future popular meetings, 
By this they did not mean that all future meetings ſhould be 


prohibited, but that they ſhould by the ſalutary nature of 


this law, be rendered lets liable to abuſe. There are many 
who have always thought and {till think the Bills unneceſſary. 
Thoſe who do, are in fact the great majority of the trading 
part of the community. To obtain their repeal, theſe will, 


I am 


* 
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I am convinced, exert legal means. Nor is the period far 


diſtant, when their energies and their authority will be united 


for that purpoſe, Never, fir, will I hear the quiet of the 
country aſcribed to Bills which have wounded the conſti- 
racy chow having the aſſertion explained. And itſure- 


ly might have occurred to the honourable gentleman, that 
miſrepreſentations were employed as much, at leaſt, by thoſe 


with whom he acts, as by their opponents. Undoubtedly fir, 


I think that miſrepreſentations as groſs, with abundantly as 
much opportunity to effect a change of ſentiments, were 
upon that occafion employed by his Majeſty's miniſters. 
Remembering that the conſtitution for which our anceſtors _ 
ftruggled and bled, has been more deeply wounded by the 
acts of the preſent miniſtry, and eſpecially by the apoſtates 
from the ſtandard of liberty, I cannot fit down without telling 
the people of England and this houſe, that however reiterat- 
ed and daring may be the future attacks upon their 3 24 


mate rights, I will never abandon the ſtandard of liberty but : 


with my life. 


Mr. Curwen ſaid, agreeing as I do in every ſentiment of 


_ oppoſition to the preſent war, and unwilling to take any thing 
on the credit of miniſters, I cannot filently give my aſſent to 
the introduction of a Bill, the neceſſity of which has been 
in no reſpect proved. Had miniſters ſhewn that the ſtate of 
the country is ſuch as requires the meaſure, I am ſure no 

man would more cordially go the full length to give them 


every confidence which the urgency and importance of ſuch 


a meaſure might demand. But the danger has not even been 

_ avowed. They have ſhrunk by low and paltry invaſions from 
that ſort of inquiry which honeſt men would have gloried in 
courting. One honourable gentleman has called the meaſure 
Aa half meaſure, but had he known the diſtreſſed ſituation of 


the country, had he looked, not to the beginning of the war, 


but to the preſent moment, he would have deplored the ne- 


ceſſity for continuing to ſupport the preſent military eſtabliſh 
ment, much more that additional one propoſed. But theſe, 
ſir, are topics which rarely occur to men avowedly devoted 


to all the meaſures and all the arrangements of miniſters. Of 


this claſs I have the happineſs not to be one. As a member 
of the Britiſh ſenate, as an admirer of our laws, as a lover of 
freedom I ſhall always refiſt the aggreſſions of power. Sir, 

I ſhall not on this ſubject be merely ſatisfied with the dictum 
of a miniſter; ſomething of higher authority than his aſſer- 
tions will, I truſt, be laid before the committee. For it is in 


: ſuch 


a 
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| fuch a caſe alone that this momentous queſtion can be rightly 
diſcuſſed. Lexpect we ſhall have clear proofs of danger ex 
| hibited in every picture that ſhall be henceforth drawn of 


this «© manifeſted diſpoſition to invade our iſle.” Such alarms 


as have already been excited, and excited they have been with 


ſucceſs where raiſed by miniſters, and the ſanction of them 


procured by thoſe very means which their honourable friend, 
the new member, has deprecated, even by miſrepreſenta- 
tion. I once, indeed, thought that no miniſter durſt ſo 
_ openly inſult this Houſe and the nation as to create that 
monſtrous aud expenſive fiction. But they have themſelves 


hitherto been the makers of national dangers; —dangers, too, 


| which have taken ſome hold even of the throne, They have 
orgy” the ears of Majeſty not only with theſe falſe alarms, 
u 


t by foully repreſenting the people as poſſeſſing neither af- 


fection for their ſovereign, nor attachment to the conſtitu- 
tion. A time however muſt come, when even the people 
W.ill have an opportunity of ſpurning with honeſt indigna- 
tion the authors of their ſufferings; when the ſovereign muſt 
know the ſentiments of his people, and the people, convince 
their oppreffors that although they have borne the ſcourge for = 
ſome time, they will not hear it any longer. 


Mr. Serjeant Adair could not paſs over altogether i in 


ſilence what had fallen from Mr. Fox relative to the operation 
of the two Bills, Mr. Fox had ſaid; that if the Bills had reprefſ- 


ed popular meetings they had reſtrained liberty, but this he 


denied, for what fort of popular meetings were the Bills 2 
. levelled againſt? Thoſe only which diſſeminated treaſon, anare 


chy and ſedition. This was his conviction, and much as he 


| eſteemed the right honourable gentleman, the name of apoſ- 
tate or any other appellation, ſhould not deter him from 
_ openly expreſſing his opinion. 


Sir Gregory Page Turner, in a ſpeech of conſiderable tength, 


profeſſed 2 and zealous concern for the country, under 
: the appr chenſions of the avowed hoſtile intentions of the 


enemy. To. the principles of the Britiſh conſtitution, Sir 


Gregory ſald he had ſworn fealty. He had done this in con- 
ſequence of the advice and example of a much reſpected 
father, and he ſhould inſtill the ſame ſentiments of love and 
veneration into the breaſts of his own children. He was 
willing that it ſhould be underſtood that he had a conſider- 
able ſtake in the country. But when he ſaid this, he did not 


mean to inſinuate, that that was at all the prevailing motive 
of. his-proſent. conduct. He ſhould, without hcfitation, take 


up 


4 
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up arms himfelf in defence of the conſtitution and the coun- 
try, and was ready to make an adequate ſacrifice for their pre- 
ſervation and independence. - 17 het 
The firſt reſolution was agreed to. PY 
The ſecond reſolution, reſpecting the augmentation of the 
militia, to be trained in the manner therein directed, and 
enabling his Majeſty to cauſe the ſame to be embodied, in caſe 
of necellity for the defence of theſe kingdoms ; and that Mr. 
Mitford, Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Secretary Dun- 
das, Mr. Secretary at War, Mr. Attorney General, and Mr. 
_ Solicitor General, do prepare, and bring in the fame, _ 
The third reſolution for enabling his Majeſty to raiſe a 
. proviſional force of cavalry, and to require the military ſer- 
vice of perſons therein deſcribed, to be embodied in caſe of 
neceſſity, for the defence of theſe kingdoms; and that Mr. 
Mitford, Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Secretary © 
Dundas, Mr. Secretary at War, Mr. Attorney General, and Mr. 
Solicitor General, do prepare and bring in the ſame, _ 
Adjourned. ED i Bal de Ren] 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Rte, WEDNESDAY, OF. 19. ; | 
The Earl of Derby preſented a petition from the Earl of 
Lauderdale, complaining of the undue election and return 
of the Earl of Errol, as one of the ſixteen peers of Scotland. 
The petition ſtated the holding of the election purſuant to 
his Majeſty's writ, that by the act of union, ſubſequently 
confirmed by an act of parliament in 1707, the ſixteen peers 
are to be choſen by the peers of Scotland out of their own 
body; and all thoſe who are nominated by them, ſhall be 
returned to the Houſe of Lords in England. That the peti- 
tioner was one of thoſe nominated at the ſaid election, and 
as ſuch ought to have been returned; but that the two prin- 
'cipal clerks of ſeſſion had made the return without mention- 
ing his name. That at the time of the election, the peti- 
tioner had objeCted to the eleCtion, or return of the Earl of 
Errol, on the ground that the ſaid Earl of Errol is not a 
peer of Scotland: notwithſtanding which objection, the ſaid 
Earl of Errol had been returned by the ſaid clerks authorized 
to make the return. The petitioner offers to prove at the. 
bar of their lordſhips Houſe, all the allegations contained 
in the petition; and claims ſuch relief, as to their lordſhips 
may ſeem juſt and meet. ee TWnET 


Vox. I. 1796. — ws The 


— 
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323 Earl of Derby moved that the petition do lie on the 
table. —Ordered. 


Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
' WEDNESDAY, Of. 19. 


Mr. John Pitt moved for leave to bring in a Bill for the 
naturalization of George Aſton.—Leave granted. 


A petition was preſented from Thomas Blake Howel, ; 
Eſq. againſt the election for the borough of Cirenceſter, 


in the county of Glouceſter, which was ordered to be taken 
into conſideration. on Tueſday, the 20th of December. 


The Houſe agreed to reſolve itſelf into a committee the 
next day, to conſider farther of that elaulc of his Majeſty's - 
ſpeech which reſpects an invaſion. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up a Bill for enae - 
bling his Majeſty to raiſe a certain number of men from the 
| different counties in England, and from the ſhires, ſtew- 
arties, towns, and boroughs of Scotland, for the ſervice of 
the army and navy, which was read a firſt time and ordered 
to be read a ſecond time the next day. 


In a committee of ways and means tha mini land and 


malt duties were voted for the enſuing. year. | 
General Tarleten deſired to be informed, whether the | 


Bill brought in by the Chancellor of the Exchequer was in- 
tended to be printed before it was committed ? ; 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that it was his wiſh | 
that the Bill ſhould be read a ſecond time, that it ſhould 


then be committed, and the blanks filled up, after which it 


ſhould be printed, and recommitted for diſcuſſion on Friday 

: ſe' nnight. | | | 

VM. Curmwen ſuggeſted, that though he was no > advocate 
for delay, it might be deſirable that members of Parliament 


ſhould be in poſleſhon of the opinion of their conſtituents 
upon the Bill, and that this could not be obtained from the 


diſtant quarters of the country againſt ſo early a period as 

| Friday {e'nnight. | 

Mr. Plomer was for deferring the diensten of me Bill till 
Monday ſe'nnight, which was agreed to by Mr. Pitt. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice that on Friday 


fe af ht, in a committee of the whole Houſe, he would 


ſaggeſt ſome propoſitions reſpecting the unfunded debt. 


Adjourned. 


| HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF LORDS, 
THURSDAY, OF. 20. 


Their lordſhips met and without Sony any buſineſs ad- 
journed till next day. 85 


| HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
THURSDAY, Of. 20. 


| The: Sealer reminded the Houſe that this was the laſt 
day for preſenting petitions ee of undue elec- 


tions. 


The following additional petitions were then preſented 


From places whence petitions had come already. 


Milborn Port—To be taken mts conſideration on the Fes: 


day as the former petition. 


From Cirenceſter—To be taken! into conſideration on the | 


day appointed for the former petition. 


From Leominſter—to be taken into conſideration i in the | 


ſame manner. 


'The Og new ones were preſented. 9 5 
Tregony in Cornwall to be taken into confderation on 


| che loth of November next. 


From the county of Kent—To be takgn into conſideration 
on the 22d of December. 
From the county of Sterling—To be taken into confidera- 


tion on the 27th of December. 


From the Borough of Maidſtone—To be taken into con- 
ſideration on the 29th of December. 

From the eity of Worceſter — to be taken into conſideration 5 
on the 3d of January next. | 

Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the committee of 


ways and means, by which the annual duties upon the 1 ö 
and malt were voted. 


The reſolutions were read, agreed to, and Bills were Or- 


dered to be brought in upon them. 


Mr. Serjeant Adair brought up a Bill for the father Tt 


lief of the quakers, as far as regards the impriſonment of 


their perſons for non-payment of tythes in certain caſes, and 
for making their affirmation evidence in criminal as well as 


an civil caſes. 


The Bill was read a firſt dime, ordered to be read A 


ſecond time on Thurſday next, and to be printed. 


b P 2 The 


Aron, 
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The Bill for raiſing a certain number of men for the uſe 
of his Majeſty's army and navy, was read a ſecond time, 
and ordered to be committed to a committee of the whole 


_ Houſe the next day. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up the Bill for 
che augmentation of the militia; read a firſt time, and 
ordered to be read a ſecond time the next day. | 

Deferred to Monday next the committee of the whole 


_ Houſe on that part of the King's ſpeech which relates to an 


intention to make a deſcent on this kingdom. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
15 FRIDAT, Oct. 21. 


NE w PEER. | 


Lord Stewart, of Caſfle Stewart, in the county of Inver- 
neſs (the Earl of Moray,) was introduced in the uſual form 
between the Earls of Kinnoul and Galloway (Lord Hay me 
Stewart of e and took the oaths and his ſeat. nk 


' EARL OF LAUDERDALE's PETITION. 


The Earl 1of Derby moved, that the petition preſented on 
behalf of the Earl of Lauderdale, be referred to a committee 
of privileges. Ordered. 

'That no peer be allowed to vote by proxy. Ordered, 


That the Earl of Lauderdale be heard by his counſel "IF IO | 
the ſaid committee, and that the Earl of Errol be heard in 


the ſame manner, if he pleaſes. Ordered. 
That the ſaid petitioner do lay before the laid committee a 
printed ſtate of his caſe. Ordered. 


That the Attorney General and the Lord: Advocate of 5 


Scotland be ordered to attend the aid committee. Ordered. 
e till en. 


* 


H eusk or COMMONS. 
£ TvesDar, October 21. 
The Speaker informed the houſe, that he had received a 


letter from Major-general James Nugent, ſtating that he had 
been returned to ſerve in parliament, for the borough of Saint 


Mawes, in the county of Cornwall, and alſo for the borough 


of — and that he had made his election for Buck- 
1 Ingham. 
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ingham. A new writ was therefore ordered to be iſſued lor 
another member to be choſen for Saint Mawes. 

Sir Charles Morgan had been returned for the county of 
Monmouth, and for the town of Brecon; he made his election 
for the county of Monmouth. A new writ was therefore 
ordered for another member for Brecon. | 

A new writ was ordered for Weſtbury, in the room of . 
George Ellis, eſq. who made his eleCtion for Seaford. 

A new writ for Wareham, in the room of Charles Ellis, 
eſq. he having choſen Seaford. _ 

A new writ was ordered for the city of Hereford, in the 
room of John Scudamore, eſq. deceaſed. 

A new writ was alſo ordered for the borough of Stanford, 
in the room of Sir George Howard, deceaſed. 
Another for the county of Flint, in the room of Sir Roger 
Moſtyn, deceaſed. | 
Another for the city of Peterborough, i in the room of 
Richard Benyon, eſq. deceaſed. 
Another for the borough of Yarmouth; in the room of 
lord Charles Townſhend and Stephen Howe, eſq. deceaſed. 
The annual land and malt bills were read a firſt time, and 5 

ordered to be read a ſecond time on Monday. : 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, in purſuance of what ho 
had thrown out upon a former day, roſe to ſubmit to the 
houſe a motion, „That the Houſe ſhould take into conſider- 
ation none of the petitions complaining of undue elections 
that were appointed to be taken into conſideration after the 
_ Toth of November, before the e which x was agreed to 

unanimouſly. 
The bill for raiſing a certain number of men in England 
and Scotland for the land and ſea ſervice, was ordered to be 
taken into conſideration in a committee of the whole Houſe 
on 1 Monday. 1 


ARMY ESTIMATES. 


The order of the day for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a 
committee of ſupply being read, the ſecretary at war moved 
that the eſtimates preſented on a former day ſhould be re- 
ferred to this committee. 

The houſe having reſolved itſelf into a committee of ; 
ſupply, - 
The Secretary at qwar roſe and ſaid, that there were certain 
other papers relative to the army, which had not been laid 
before the committee, the reaſon of which was, that they 


were 8 88 at the war oſſice from other departments, but 
| had 
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| Had not yet been made out. Theſe, however, were not very 


material, as they related to objects, the expences of which 
underwent very little variation; thoſe on the table contained 


all that wag neceſſary to enable the committee to judge of the 
army expences for this year. As it would be recollected that 


a diminution in the number of troops on the eſtabliſhment 
had taken place laſt year, from which a ſaving of 800, oool. 
aroſe, it would not be expected that any conſiderable dimi- 
nution would take place in the amount of the preſent eſti- 
inates. 'The whole force of this country, conſiſting of the 


common diſtribution of guards and garriſons, and colonies and 
plantations, amounted to 195,674 men, the expence of which 
would amount to $,199,000L. fo that it would appear that 


the expence of this ycar would not exceed that of the laſt, 
but would fall ſhort of it in the ſum of 168, 426l. The 
home army and the army abroad were to be underſtood by 
the general diviſion of guards and garriſons, and colonies 
and plantations. The home army contained all the troops 
which might be conſidered as ſerving for the defence of the 


country, guards, regulars of every deſcription, and fencibles. 
The army at home amounted to 60,765 men, from which 
aroſe an exceſs above lait year of 11,546 men. The army 
abroad, or the troops in the colonies and plantations, it was 
Well known, comprehended the troops in the Weſt Indies, in 
Corſica, Gibraltar, Canada, Nova Scotia, and every foreign 


ſervice, except thoſe in the Eaſt Indies, which came under a 
ſeparate deſcription, amounted to 64,276 men; of courſe 


there was a diminution of about 13,641 men on this head 


fince laſt year, and upon the whole force a trifling diminu- 


tion. 'The army abroad was compoſed entirely of regulars ; 
the army at home of regulars, uzcalids, militia, and fencibles. 


'The militia was nearly the ſame as laſt year, with the differ- 


ence of the city regiments. There was a ſmall augmentation 
of the invalids from the circumſtance of calling upon and 
drafting the out-penſioners, who were capable of performing 


this ſpecies of duty. Upon the fencibles there had been a 


_ diminution of troops in each regiment, which had occaſioned 
a correſponding difference in their amount ſince hft year. 


As the other articles were of a nature that were lefs expofed 


to variation, he ſhould not enter into any particulars of their 
amount, but ſhould proceed to move his firſt reſolution, 


« That there be employed for the land fervice of chis ar 
the number of 193,000 men,” 


S ted tie tabempotind cher ahe e 


fecrctary at war would have gone more. into detail. Only 


: twelve 
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twelve articles were ſtated in the accounts and eſtimates of 
the war department for the preſent year, whereas thoſe of 
laſt year contained nineteen. articles. Laſt year the number 
of troops in pay amounted only to 119,009 The expences 
of the preſent year were ſtated for theſe troops at five millions 


and upwards. Conſidering the diſproportion between theſe 


ſtatements, ſurely a houſe of commons ought to be watchful. 
over the acts of miniſters, but eſpecially a new parliament. 


'— He ſhould add the reſult of the articles omitted, amount- 


ing to 5 80, oool. to the ſum of the eſtimates of this year, 
ariſing from the articles on the table. He was happy that at 
a period ſuch as this, at a period when alarms were abroad, 


and fears of invaſion entertained, that we had ſuch a force as 


60, o men at home, and that the army in the colonies | 
amounted to ſo large a body. With regard to the troops in 
the Eaſt Indies, he conceived that the expence of them ſhould 
be defrayed by the Eaſt India company. There was an ar- 
ticle of 360,000]. ſtated as the charge for the recruiting ſer- 


vice, a charge which he conceived mult be ſuperfluous, when 
miniſters, upon the alarm of invaſion, which they held out, 


were to abandon our old mode of raiſing men by beat of drum, 
and have recourſe to the mode of requiſition, for the troops 


that were to be raiſed. Of the militia he could never ſpeak 


but with the higheſt reſpect, as the beſt conſtitutional de- 


fence which could be employed. There were, however, cer- 


tain abuſes which had crept into this ſervice which he ſhould 


Juſt mention, and he believed, when they were underſtood b 


the right honourable gentleman, they would ſpeedily be re- 
dreſſed. The officers of the militia, by employing each a 
ſervant, conſiderably diminifhed the number of men who per- 


formed duty, as each of theſe perſons who were conſidered as 


officers ſervants were exempted. This was particularly ini- 


mical to the true intereſts of the country, and afforded ob- 
ſtructions to his majeſty's ſervice. Bat-men, he ſaid, were a 
_ deſcription of men who were taken out of the ranks, to ſerve. 


the officers. of a regiment in menial capacities. In making 
thefe ſelections, the lot was always made to fall on the mal 
deſerving among the privates: they were, indeed, thoſe moſt 
diſtinguiſhed for honeſty, ſobriety, and perſonal accompliſh- 


ments, that were adopted for thole ſervices. Thus the very 
men who ought, above all others, to be kept and cheriſhed in 


a regiment, were detached from it. The ſerjeants, too, had 


been converted to purpoſes foreign from the nature of their 


office. Not fewer than nineteen had been made muſicians. 
This he conſidered as having muſic at too great a price, and 
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as an expence quite unneceſſary. It appeared that a reduc- 
tion in the fencibles had now taken place, and he was glad 
that the advice which laſt year had been given from his ſide 1 
of the houſe to adopt this meaſure, had at laſt been ſlowly 1 
taken up and acted upon by miniſters. It was nevertheleſs. q 
worthy remark, that this reduction had been made at a time 
when the country was, according to miniſters, threatened with 
an invaſion. If the extraordinaries, ſuch as barracks, ord- 
| nance, &c. were added, the whole expence of-the army this 
ear would not fall hort of its amount laſt year. There was 
a fack which was of the utmoſt importance, well deſerving 3 
of the conſideration of the houſe of commons, and eſpecially = 
of a new parliament, that he could not help mentioning : laſt 
year the expence of the army amounted to the full amount of 15 
the revenue of this country, of the year previous to the war. 1 
If the army coſt ſo much, how were the other expences of the * 
government to be defrayed i ? With theſe facts in our recol- 1 
| leCtion, ſurely the idea of raiſing ſuch an additional force as 
=. 103,000 men, without the exiſtence of danger being even 
[ remotely proved, ought to be abandoned. Nor indeed can 
the expence be maintained or endured. The right honour- 
able gentleman, in ſtating the amount of the army eſtabliſh- 
ment, had not given any particulars of its application. His 
majeſty's ſpeech, however, had directed their attention to the 
atchievements which had been performed by our troops in 
_ different parts of the world. Where then were the inſtances 
in which the courage and conduct of our troops had been 
. diſplayed ? In looking round, it appeared rather that bor- 
rowed from our allies, than conquered from the enemy. 
Theſe, no doubt, would be kept in the beſt condition in 
order to be reſtored. They might be ſuppoſed to weigh 
ſomething in a negociation; but he hoped they would 
not be allowed to impede the concluſion of a peace. Where 
then had theſe troops been employed? His majeſty's ſpeech 
formerly had held out great promiſes of exertions in 
the Weſt Indies, and the exploits which had been at- 
chieved in that quarter had been conſiderably extolled. 
le did not think, however, that there was much ſubje of - 
boaſt. The armaments which had been equipped for expe- 
ditions to the Weſt Indies had been attended with enormous 
expence, What was the reaſon that the full advantage 
which it might have been expected to produce had not been 
obtained? Had the fleet failed too late in the ſeaſon, or did 
the fault lie at the door of miniſters? Whether we looked at 
the general 0 ſlate of the Welt Indies « or at —' wee 
ow ere 
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there was not much room for ſatisfaction or exultation. | 
The Caribs in St. Vincent's were {till in a ſtate of inſur- 
rection. The troubles in Guadaloupe, and various other 
Hands, ſtill interrupted and deſtroyed the induſtry of the 
inhabitants. ViEtor Hugues had not been diſlodged, nor his 
operations diſconcerted. In St. Domingo, the melancholy 
ravage which had been committed by diſeaſe afforded no ſe- 
tisfaction in the review. Was the attempt to reduce this 
iſland to be proſecuted at the expence of fo may gallant and 
brave men? Almoſt every perſon in that houſe and in the 
country had to lament the loſs of their friends, brought to an 
untimely grave by the dreadful mortality which ſwept every 
thing before it. If we conſidered the extent of the arma- 
ment, there was ſomething ſurely faulty in the plan, or why. 
was there ſo little obtained for ſo much expence, and ſo many 
ſacrifices? Enquiries had been demanded upon this ſubject, 
but enquiry was continually reſiſted, Gentlemen were even 
told to confide in miniſters, as if it had not been the duty of 
- parliament to enquire into the conduct of the executive go- 
vernment. Such was the language that was held out to the 
new parliament by gentlemen on the other fide. Enquiry 
Was the duty of the Houſe of Commons. It could not be re- 
fuſed by a good mimiter, becauſe it tended to demonſtrate. 
the wiſdom of his conduct, and it could only be refuſed by 
_ thoſe who were afraid to ſubmit their meaſures to the teſt of 
examination. Upon this point, however, he ſhould not go 
farther at preſent, but ſhould content ae with what he 
had already ſtated. 

Colonel Shane ſaid, that the militia were upon the ſame 
footing as regular troops, with regard to the ſervants kept by 
the officers, and that this was an allowance perfectly under- 
ſtood to be conſiſtent with the eſtabliſhment. 

General Tarleton ſaid, it was true that officers were fone ; 
times allowed to have a ſervant who was exempted from 
duty, but the difference between a good and a bad regiment _ 
conſiſted in the number of men taken out of the ranks, and 
exempted from duty. In the 16th light dragoons, in which 
he had ſerved, none were allowed. In the militia, the officers 
were chiefly men of fortune, who were able to provide them- 
| ſelves with ſervants in a different manner, and at ſuch a time 
as this, to take 50 or 60 men from the ranks, was certainly 
no inconſiderable inconvenience. | 
Colonel Shane ſaid, that in the regiment of militia to 
which he belonged, the ſervants of officers were called upon 
to perform all the details of a field day, 
Vol. I. 1796. — Mr, 
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the baggage. He underſtood that the mortality ainong our 
troops in the Weſt Indies Bad ceaſed, and there were now 
18, 00 healthy troops in the iſlands. 


fective men among the 195,000 contained in the reſolution? 


been faithfully adhered to. He underſtood this to be the 


| honour of being perſonally acquainted, but of whoſe military 


he had frequently heard of him. That officer had been in a 


which he alluded; and therefore the opinion of ſuch a perſon 
had great weight with him. 'The committee would eafily 


however, nothing but a report, and his chief object for al- 2 
luding to it was, to learn what credit it deſerved. _ 


man alludes, I beg the indulgence of the committee while I 
ſtate a ſhort hiſtory of the Maroon negroes—the cauſe of the 
late war between thoſe people and the inhabitants of Jamaica, 


and the conduct of the colonial -allombly 1 in the termination 
: of the buſineſs, 


| niſh negroes, who, when the iſland ſurrendered to the Eng- 
liſh in 1655, took to the woods. You will find in Thurlow's 


vhom neither perſuaſions nor gentleneſs could make any im- 


Mr. Fazaberly ſaid, that in all the troops with which he 
was acquainted, the "Auſtrians, Pruſſians, &c. the allowance 
of one or more ſervants, according to the rank of the officer, 
was made, nor had they any other duty but that of guarding 


General T arleton explained. 
Mr. Huffey deſired to know what was the number. of ef. 


The Secretary at war rephed, that he was not prepares. to 
give any anſwer to the queſtion. : 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he had heard it alledged that the engagement 
made on the part of this country with the Maroons, had not 


declared opinion of an officer, with whom he had not the : 
talents and private worth he had a high opinion, from what 


ſituation which enabled him to judge of the circumſtance to 
conceive that he alluded to Colonel Walpole. This was, 


Mr. Bryan Edwards*.—Not having had the honour of a 
ſeat in this Houſe until the preſent parliament, it may ap- 
pear very preſumptuous in me to expect the attention of the 
committee on the preſent occaſion, but being perfectly well 
acquainted with the ſubject to which the right hon. gentle- 


The Maroon negroes, ſir, are the defcohdante of the Spa- 


ſtate papers an account of them, which was tranſmitted to 

overnment by general Venables, He relates „that it was 
impoihble to come to any treaty with them, that they were 
wild and lawleſs ſavages, who had no moral ſenſe, and on 


Member for ee and author of the hiftory of the Weſt Indies. 
| preſſion.” 
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preſſion.“ They were therefore left in poſſeſſion of the in- 
terior country and continued maſters of it for near a century; 
murdering without mercy all ſuch white verſons as attempt- 
ed to make any ſettlements near them, not {paring even the 
women and children. In the year 1739, governor Trelawny 


after a long and bloody war, entered into a treaty with them, 
granting them ſecurity and freedom on certain conditions, 
and compelling them to refide in towns or villages apart from 
the negroes in ſervitude. In the year 1760 I became ac- 
quainted with theſe people, and I ſoon obſerved that they 
were ſuſpicious allies, and wonld, ſome time or other, become 
very formidable enemies. Yet it is not true, as was ſtated 
in this Houſe, that the inhabitants of Jamaica wiſhed to get 
rid of them. The inhabitants, in general, conceived the 


higheſt opinion of their utility, and treated them with the 
g P | * 


utmoſt kindneſs; tliey never aſked a favour of government 
or the aſſembly that was refuſed them. Concerning the origin 
of the late war, the caſe was this: two of the Maroons hav- 
ing been guilty of a felony in the town of Montego Bay, by 
- ſtealing from a poor man two of his pigs, were tried accord- 


ing to law, and according to the very letter of their treaty, and 
ſentenced to receive a few laſhes at the cart's tail. The ſen- 
tence was mild, and the puniſhment not ſevere ; but the 


whole body of the 'Trelawney town Maroons, in revenge for 
the indignity offered to two of their number, immediately 


took to arms, and ſoon afterwards actually proceeded to ſet 


fire to the plantations. Sir, I ſhall not take up the time of 
the Houſe by a long detail of military tranſactions. The 


gallant officer whom the right hon. gentleman named, (Col. 


Walpole) had undoubtedly the merit, under the judicious or- 
ders of the earl of Balcarres, of putting an end to this moſt 
_ unnatural and unprovoked rebellion; and if thoſe two diſ- 


tinguiſhed perſons differed in opinion concerning the terms 


and conditions on which the Maroons ſurrendered, it is ex- 
_ ceedingly to be lamented. They both deſerved equally well 
of the community and the country at large. Such, however, 
IJ am ſorry to ſay was the fact, and the governor therefore 
very properly left the whole to the determination of the aſ- 
ſembly. Sir, the firſt conditions on which the Maroons 
were to ſurrender, were theſe; 1it, That they ſhould on a 
day appointed give up their arms and ſurrender all the fugi- 


tive enſlaved negroes who had joined them. 2d, That they 
ſhould aſk the king's pardon on their knees. On theſe terms 
their lives were to be ſpared, and permiſſion granted them 
to remain in the country. Now, fir, it is a fact not to be de- 


. | nid 
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ied that they did not then, ſurrender on the day fixed, and that 
they did not, then, or on any day afterwards, give up the fu- 
gitive negroes. I do not believe that Colonel Walpole avers 
that they did. Colonel Walpole, fir, who 1s not leſs dif- 
tinguiſhed for his humanity than his bravery, thinks, I be- 
lieve, that it would have been geuerous in the aſſembly to 
have imputed their not ſurrendering in time to their igno- 
rance, rather than to any wilful delay; and politic to have 
let them remain in the country; but I do not conceive that 
he charges either the earl of Balcarres or the aſſembly witk 
treachery. The aſſembly, however, thought differently from 
Colonel Walpole, and that men who had violated their al- 
legiance, and entered into a bloody and cruel war, without 
provocation, murdering without ſcruple helpleſs women and 
infants at the breaſt, were unfit to remain in the iſland; yet, 
in the diſpoſal of theſe people, they manifeſted a degree of 
generoſity and tenderneſs which is without example. Sir, 
after providing them with fit and proper cloathing for a 
change of climate, the aſſembly ſent them to North Ame- 
rica, and appointed ghree gentlemen to accompany them 
_ Thither with a ſum of 25,000. to purchaſe lands for their fu- 
ture ſettlement, and for their maintenance for the firſt year, 
after which it is hoped from the example of the white peo- 
ple, with whom they are ſettled, and being removed from 
the former wild and favage way of life, they may become in 
time a uſeſul body of yeomanry. I will only add one word 
more. Sir, there is now a gentleman in this town, who 
converſed with the Maroons the night before they ſailed, and 
who aſſures me that they expreſſed themſelves well ſatisfied 
with the conduct of the aſſembly towards them, and declar- 
ed that having converſed with ſome American negroes con- 
cerning the country to which they were going, they ſaid 
they were content to go. I hope thereſore we ſhall hear no 
more of Te DDD 
Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, he did not know any thing of the origin 
of the war with the Maroons, but he could not help obſerving 
that the Maroons had no repreſentatives in that Houſe, the 
planters had very able ones. It was now above a century ſince 
they were under our dominion, he feared that proper care had 
not been taken to improve their morals and to inſtruct them 
in the principles of the Chriſtian religion ; if they had, he 
had no doubt that long ere this they would have caſt off that 
+ fſavageneſs which was imputed to them, for brutality was the 
effect of ignoran eme. „ . 
Mr. Edwards complained, that after the right hon. gen- 
' feman (Mr. Fox) had advanced a charge of breach of — | 
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and he had anſwered that charge, he found another objection 
ſhould be ſtarted againſt the conduct of the Jamaica planters 
of quite a different nature. Now they are accuſed of not in- 
ſtructing the Maroons in religion, and initiating them in the 
habits of civilized life. When objections were ſtarted upon 
ſpeculative grounds, there was no end to them. Were he 
called upon to deliver his own private opinion upon the ſub- 
ject he would perhaps diſapprove of the mode that was 
adopted in the firſt inflance of confining the Maroons to ſe- 
parate communities. But fituated ad they were in this re- 
ſpect, they ſpoke a language of their q wn, and of courſe be- 
ing in general unacquainted with the language of the ifland, 
they were not capable of benefiting from the common means 
of inſtruction, a circumſtance which, of itfelf, was a ſulfici- 
ent reply to the objection of the honourable gentleman. 
Mr. Edwards added, that of late years the Maroons had 
been frequently invited to ſettle in the towns, and every en- 
couragement offered to them, but they would never liſten to 
any invitation, nor be allured by any encouragement which 
could be held forth. He was ſorry to ſind that the honour- 
able gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) entertained ideas, and in- 
dulged himſelf in the formation of plans totally inconſiſtent 
with human nature, and the preſent condition of man, ſome 
of which Mr. Edwards placed in a very ludicrous light, but 
recollecting himſelf apologized to the committee for treating 
Jo ſerious a ſubject with unbecoming levityvy. 
Mr. Fox was extremely glad that he had ſaid the few words. 
that he did upon the late tranſactions with the maroons, as 
it had given riſe to the explanation of, the honourable gen- 
tleman (Mr. Edwards,) and from the facts which had been 
adduced, he would nat accuſe the government of Jamaica of 
keeping bad faith with the maroons, more than he would 
_ accuſe Shylock, in the Merchant of Venice, of a breach of 
contract; it appeared that they had adhered ſtrictly to 
the letter of their engagement; but, however, it was 
a fit ſubject for parliamentary inveſtigation, ſince from what 
had been ſaid, it was evident that Colonel Walpole thought 
either that the treaty was not kept, or that it was too ſtrictly 
kept; and, becauſe the honourable gentleman differed in 
opinion from that officer, jt did not follow that he was right 
and the Colonel was wrong. He hoped therefore, that they 
would have ſome farther account from the miniſters, either 
on this or on à future day; and that Colonel Walpole's opi- 
| | mon, 
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nion, which was certainly of great importance, ſhould be 

fairly ſtated to the Houſe. The hon. gentleman had declared 
that the maroons were ſent away with great attention; 
and that they would form a uſeful body of yeomanry in ano- 
ther quarter of his Majeſty's dominions. He agreed with 
him, that the moſt likely way to render them uſeful, was 
to remove them from ſcenes of cruelty and the fight of fla- 
very. He maintained that tranſportation was what they 


were extremely averſe to, and that the government had ſent 


them to- North America, in violation of the treaty which it 

had formed with them. He hoped that the ſubject would 
come before the Houſe on a future day, and that miniſters | 
would be prepared to vindicate the propriety of the meaſures 
which they had countenanced. 


The refolutions were then put ſeparately and carried nem. 
con. 
The following were the breite ſums voted— 


For charge of . 5 effective men for Guards and Gare 


| riſons „„ . e L. 14505.905 10 
| For forces 1 in the p 'antations EE 1,4T1,23L *Y 5 
For difference between Britiſh and Ic: pay of ferees A ſer- | | 
„ , 3 1 9 5293 
For recruiting ist in 1 India 9 | . 5 13,335 18 O 
For contingencies for land forces . TY 360,000 © © : 
For charge of general and ſtaff officers » 4 94,195 14 0 
For charge of embodied militia and fencible infontry = +: $6042 3 & 
For contingencies for ditto . "a 210, 0 0 0 
For clothing for ditto  _. RE oY” 
For charge of fencible cavalry ED 3 397734 4 2 
For allowances to ditto _ . 95, 00 00 


The Houſe being refined, the report was ordered to o be : 


received on Monday. 


The ſupplemental Militia Bill was read a bee time, 
committed, the report received, and referred for further 


conſideration till Monday nag. In the interval the 
Bill was ordered to be printed. 5 
MM. Ryder moved that the act of laſt dion for regulating 
the importation and exportation of corn be read, which 
being done, he moved that the Houſe reſolve itſelf ; into a 


2 to conſider the ſaid ME 4 on Monday” next. Or- 
ere 3 5 


Adjourned till Monday. : 25 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
MoxDar, October 24. 


New writs were ordered for the boroughs of Gatton and 
| Aſhburton, for the election of Burgeſſes to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment in the room of Sir W. Heathcote and Lawrence Palk, | 
Fſq. who have been doubly returned. 

0 Speaker acquainted the Houſe that Nora McLeod, 
Eg. who petitioned againſt the election of Melbourne Port, 
and Peter Botham, Eſq. who petitioned againſt the election 
for Guildford, had not entered their recognizance upon the ; 
ſaid petitions conformably to act of parliament. 

The orders for hearing the ſaid petitions were diſcharged. 
Ihe malt duty Bill, and the land tax Bill were each read 
a ſecond time, and committed for to-morrow. _ 

The report of the committee of ſupply was een up, 
and the reſolutions were agreed to by the Houſe. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved for leave to bring 5 
in the annual mutiny Bill; leave was given. 5 i 
The Bill ſor raiſing a force of irregular caralry, was read 
A firſt time, and ordered to be read A ſecond time to- mor- | 
row. I 
Mir. Sturt moved, chat the i papers be laid before 
dhe Houſe: an account of the navy and victualling Bills 
which had been regiſtered from the 3 f ſt of December, 1795, 
to the 1ſt of October, 1796; an account of all the Bills iſſued 


for the tranſport ſervice, from the 3 iſt of December, to 
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the iſt of October, 1796; an account of the money re- 
ceived upon the lottery, for 1796; an account of the money 
iſſued upon the land and malt taxes for 1796; an account 
of the ſums received upon the vote of credit for 1796; an 
account of the ſums advanced by the Bank of England for 
the public ſervice ſince the 31ſt of December, 1795, and 
outſtanding on the iſt of October, 1796. 

The Papers were ordered to be made out. 


- CORN. 


In a committee of the whols Houſe upon the act of laſt 
ſeſſion of parhament, for W the e and ex- 
8 of corn. 

Mr. Ryder ſaid that it was his intention to move for the 
continuation of that act, as the ſtate of the country, with 
reſpect to proviſions, was not materially different this ſeaſon 
from what it was laſt. The act now under the conſideration 
of the committee, conſiſted of three parts. permitting the 
— and prohibiting the exportation of corn, and 


Ferm 
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permitting the importation of every article of proviſion. He 
ſhould propoſe that this act ſhonld be continued with the ad- 
dition of two clauſes, providing that the act may be repealed 
in the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion, if parliament deem it 
_ expedient, and permitting the King and council to ſuſpend 
its operations, if it ſhould appear to them to be proper when 
parliament is not ſitting. He moved, that the Chairman of 
the committee be deſired to move the Houle, or leave to 
bring in a Bill for this purpoſe. 
The Houſe being reſumed oh, 
Mr. Hobart moved for leave to bring i in | the Bi. Leave 
Was given. 
Mr. Ryder moved, That the act of his preſent Majeſty, 
_ permitting the importation of raw filk, 8c. be taken into 
cConſideration in a committee of the whole Houſe to-morrow. SE © 
Ordered. | © 5 | = 
The committee of fupply and of _ and means were 
deferred till 8 I 
e 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
I 'VESDAY, October 25. 


| The royal a aſſent was Siren by commiſſion | to a x naturaliza- 
tion bill. 


Adjourned. 


q 


' HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Torxspav, October 25. 


The Speaker informed the Houſe that William Rightſon, | 
Ea, who had preſented a petition, complaining of an undue 
return for the borough of Downton, had not entered inta 
recognizance as the act of parliament required in ſuch caſes; 
and therefore the order made for taking his petition into con- 
ſideration was diſcharged. 
Ihe petition of the freeholders of the borough, d 
ing of the return, was ordered to be taken into conſideration 
on the loth of November next. 
The Houſe, in a committee, Arected thats chan to 
move ſor leave to bring in a Bill to continue for a time to be 
limited, the importation of organzine thrown filk and flax, 
and flax ſeed in any ſhip or veſſel from any port at amity * 
6 with his Majeſty. The motion being made leave was gives, 
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The Bill was afterwards brought 1 in, read a firſt ue, and 
ordered to be read a ſecond time. 
The Bill for the annual duty on malt paſſed the committee 


of the whole Houle, and the 5 Was ordered to > be receiv- 


ed the next day. 
IND TAX. 
The Ld Tax Bill was alfo committed to a committee of 
the whole Houſe. . 
Mr. Ryſe ſtated that this Bil was the fame as that of the laſt 
and former years with one exception, and that was with re- 
card to the conduct of the afleflors. Upon that ſubject he 
mould propoſe a clauſe, requiring that the aſſeſſors ſhould 
take a certain oath, that they would enquire into the real 
annual value of all lands, &c. of which they were aſſeſſors, 
and would without favour or affection, prejudice or malice, 
aſſeſs every perſon charged with land tax, in a fair, impar- 
tial, and equal manner, according to ſuch value, &c. He 


propoſed this on account of there having been many com- 
plaints made of partiality in the aſſeſſors. | 
_ ſure not at all of a public concern any further than regarded 
the due performance of duty in the aſſeſſors of the land tax. 
An oath to this effect was adminiſtered to the aſſeſſors of all 
the other aſſeſſed taxes. 


This was a mea- 


This clauſe was brought up and mie part of the Bil, 


vhich then paſſed the committee, and the report was or- 
dered to be received the next day. | 


SUPPLEMENTARY MILITIA. | 
A Bill for raiſing a certain number of men in the 0 3 


counties of the kingdom for the ſervice of the army and na- 


vy paſſed the committee of the whole Houſe. The report 


was received immediately, and ordered to be taken into con- 


ſideration on Manday next, and the Bill was ordered to be 
printed, 
The Bill for increaſing the mllitia, &c, for the defence 1 


the kingdom, was read a ſecond time, and ordered to be 


committed to a committee of the whole Houſe immediately. 
Mr. Roſe moved, that it be an inſtruction to the conmnittee, 


that they have power to make proviſion in the Bill for inrol- 


ling in the militia all perſons who are gamekeepers. | 
. Mr. Folliffe enquired whether all gamekeepers are to be im- 
cluded in this proviſion? 

Mr. Roſe ſaid, it certainly was propoſed that all perſons 


who had deputations for keeping game ſhould be enrolled in 
caſe of neceſſity, unleſs they ſhould at a given, day give up 


their deputations; but they ſhould not be called upon unleſs 
the militia ſhould be embodied. : : 
VoL. I. 1796. R Mr 


— — 
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MI. Folli iffe ſaid, he was not in the Houſe when this ſub- 
ject was opened by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
therefore he wiſhed for information. By this meaſure, as 

| he underſtood it, all gamekeepers who have deputations, ſhall - 
either be no gamekeepers at all, or become militia-men. This 
was a power that went to the total annihilation of all game- 
keepers. 

Mr. Roſe ſaid, ty would not be called upon unleſs i in 
: caſe of actual invaſion, and then they ought to ſerve. 
Mir. Follife ſaid, this appeared to him to be a very ſtrong 
' meaſure. As to the idea of their not being called upon 

unleſs in caſe of actual invaſion, to this was to be added, 
the apprehenſion of an invaſion; this was to be judged of 

by thoſe who chuſed to call out the militia, When theſe 
regiments were called out, were the gamekeepers at all 
g events to be enrolled, or give up their deputations? | 

Mr. Roſe ſaid, that when the bill came to be diſcuſſed, the 
clauſcs might be canvaſſed. His idea was, that eee 
there ſhould be occaſion for the ſeryice of the militia; in all | 

: ſuch caſes theſe gamekeepers ſhould be called out. 5 

Mr. Jolliſſe ſaid, he certainly muſt oppoſe ſuch a meaſure. 

The queſtion was then put, carried without a diviſion, and 
the Houſe went immediately into a committee of the whole 

Houſe upon the bill, 

Mr. Roſe brought up the bill ee gamekeepers. He 
| Laid he meant to affect only gamekeepers who were really and 

actually ſerving as ſuch ; for that gentlemen taking out their 
licence to ſport ſhall have power to find a ſubſtitute, they 
hall be at liberty to find a markſman, to be approved of by 

the lord lieutenant, It was not intended that gentlemen 
| ſhould at all events actually ſerve. The time at which game- 

keepers are to make their election, whether they will be 
liable to be thus called upon, or give up their Apen, 
was propoſed to be the 23d of MOVEmber; 

The clauſe being read, 

Mr. Jolliſfe obſerved, though there was to be an exception 
in the clauſe in favour of gentlemen, as had been ſtated, 
ſhould it take place, the meaſure ſtill appeared to him to be . 
very hard. Every perſon who held the office of a gamekeeper 
muſt give up his employment altogether, perhaps his only 
| bread, or become at once a militia man. We approached 

to requiſitions much too frequently of Tate. This was nearly 
allied to the nature of a French requiſition. 7 

Mir. Roſe ſaid, that theſe gamekeepers could only be called | 

out when the militia Hall be called out. That would not 
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depend upon the Lords Lieutenant, but upon his Majeſty. 
The proviſion refpecting permiſſion to gentlemen to find 
ſubſtitutes, he admitted was not yet in the bill, but it ſhould 
be introduced before the bill went through. Gentlemen 
ſhould certainly not be compelled to ſerve in perſon; clergy- 
men, and many others holding deputations, could net be in a 
condition to ſerve in perſon, they ſhould therefore provide 
ſubſtitutes to be approved of by the Lords Lieutenant. 

The queſtion being put, and the committee being about 
to divide, 

Mr. Roſe obſerved, that as this ſubject had been brought 
on by his right honourable friend, and as it had been under- 
ſtood the whole of it was to be diſcuſſed on a future day, he 

| hoped the committee would be ſpared the trouble of en 
in that ſtage of the buſineſs. 

Mr. Folliffe ſaid, that if he thought he could ſucceed in 
ſtopping the meaſure altogether, he certainly would divide 
the committee, but as he had no ſuch _ he ſhould not 
then . 

The clauſe was then cond; made part of che bill, which 
was then paſſed the committee, and the report was ordered 
to be received the next day. En! 
e 


HOUSE Or LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY, OF. 26. 
Heard counifel 3 in an appeal from Scotland, in which John 
8 Smart Tenant, in Craighill, was appellant, and the honour- 
able Walter Ogilvy reſpondent; after which the inter- 
locutor was athrmed, and the reſpondent | allowed 100l. 
coſts. : ; 

Recived ſome private -Peticions, and adjourned to 

1 x Cr ng on 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WEDNESDAY, OF. 26. 


The Speabep announced that Mr. F. Cierk Jerwaſe and 
Mr. Rubworth, who*had-been returned for Newport in the 
Iſle of Wight and for en, had made their election 

for Yarmouth. - HK 
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A motion was made, “e that the Speaker do ifſue his writ 
for a new election, in the room of the above genveniens.” by 
Ordered. 

The Speaker ſaid, that as tlie eonfideration of the Carmar- 
then petition came to be conſidered the next day he ſhould 
take the.Chair preciſely at half paſt three, and count the 
Houſe preciſely at four. : 
An account of the mode in which the ſupplies of the year 
1796 were applied, was laid before the 1 and ordered 
to be printed. 
Colonel Gaſcoigne preſented a petition from the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Common Council of Liverpool, ſetting forth 
the inconveniences ariſing from the practice of ſeamen em 
ployed in ſhips trading to the Weſt Indies refuſing to re- 
turn with their ſhips, and then exacting extraordinary and 
exorbitant wages for the run home, a circumſtance par- 
ticularly experienced in time of war, and praying that a Bill 
mould be brought in this ſeſſion of parliament to remedy the 
evil complained of, and to prevent the exaction of exorbitant 
wages. The petition was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the malt tax Bill; 
which was read and agreed to with the amendments. ” 

The report of the land tax Bill was brought up. 

Mr. Roſe ſaid, that having underſtood that the clauſe which 
had been added to the Bill the preceding day, which related 
to the oath to be taken by the aſſeſſors was exceptionable, 
as it might be conſidered as having the object of directing 
the conduct of the affeſſors in the aſſeſſment of the tax, he 
{ſhould move that the clauſe ſhould be entirely withdrawn. 
As the ſum granted was to be raiſed, it was not an object 
with government to preſcribe the proportion in which it was 
to be levied. The Bill therefore would be entirely. the ſame 


a that of the preceding year. 1 elauſe was witk- 
drawn. 


SbppPIEMEN TAT MILITIA, 


The report of the Bill for the increaſe of the militia Was 
brought up. | 


Mr. Ryſe moved, that the Bill ſhould be rqcommitted, andy 
che Houſe :efolved. itſelf into the committee, 

Mr. Roſe ſaid, he ſhould move a clauſe to be introduced 
into the Bill to enable perſons having taking out game- 
keepets certificates, who were/ poſſeſſed of property to the 
umount of 50l. a year by themſelves or wives, or who were 
one apparent to 00% | A Tear to 0 ler ſubſtitutes. clas 
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clauſe was agreed to, and the Houſe being reſumed, the 


report was brought up, and ordered to be taken further i into 


conſideration on Monday, and to be printed. 

The committee of ſupply and of ways and means was 

u e till Friday. ; = 
N | ; 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TrursDay, October 27. 

” new writ was ordered for the town of Hes | in the 
county of Surry, in the room of James Lowther, eſq. We 
has made his election for the county of Weſtmoreland. 

The land and malt tax bills were read a third es ms, 
and ordered to be carried to the lords. | 

Mr. R:/e moved, That there be laid before the Houſe an 
account of the total quantity of corn imported into this 
country ſince the commencement of the act for þ the anon purpoſe, - 
to the roth of October, 1796, together wich the amount of 
the bounties e park TOON: | 

Ordered. 2 | 

The account was laid upon the table immediately and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Roſe then moved, That there be hid before the Houſe 


an account of all the e paid to ſeamen in Great Britain, 


"om the 1oth of October, 1795, to the roth of Ora 5 
1796. 
Ordered, and laid upon the table immediately. 


Mr. Serjeant Adair mov cd that the Quakers bill be read: a 
ee, time the next day. | | | 
Ordered. 


The following is a lift of Us names of the committee bal- 


lotted to try the merits of the laſt election for the ee of 
the borough of Carmarthen. | 


Joux 2 eſq. Chairman. 


J. Palk, oh. | S. R. Gauſſen, cſq. 
W. Egerton, eſq. | N. Vanſittart, eſq. 
Bond, eſg. J. H. Walpole, eſq. 
| Tyrwhitt, eſq. H, Peters, eſq. 
J. H. Addington, eſg. R. Burdon, eg. 
J. Fane, eſq. . H. Banks, elq. 


The hon. 81. Ax pREW ST Jonn, Nominee for the petitioners. 
WII LIAM BAK ER, e. Nominee for s ſitting members. 


The Houſe then adjourned. 
- 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Frvar, October 28. 


5 Fin from the Exchequer preſented at the bar the 
papers moved for by Mr. Sturt on a former evening, which 
were brought up and ordered to he upon the table. 
Mr. Scot moved, that there be laid upon the table an ac- 
count of all the receipts and payments of the Eaſt India com- 
any in Epgland, from the 1ſt of March, 1796, to the 1ſt of 
March, 1797, to be continued by eſtimate from the uſt of 
October, 1796, to the 1ſt of OGtover, 1797. 
Ordered. 
The bill for regulating the importation and courts of 
corn, was read a {i time, and ordered to be read a ſecond 


ELECTION BALLOT. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer reminded the Houſe, that 
| there were two election petitions ordered to heard on Tueſ- 
day, and as they had barely a ſufficient number of members 
the preceding day to form one committee, he was of opinion 
that it would be expedient to order a call of the Houſe for 
Tueſday, which would enſure the attendance of a ſufficient 
number of members, without probably e it my 
to enforce the call. 
©: FE Houſe was ordered to be called over on Tuesday 
next. | 

Mr. Abbot gave notice, that on We = next he will move 

for a committee for the purpoſe of conſidering of a more ef⸗ 
fectual mode of promulgating the ſtatutes. : 
The bill for permitting the importation of organzined 
thrown ſilk, &c. in neutral bottoms from ſtates in amity with 
his Majeſty, paſſed through a committee of the whole Houle, 
and the report was ordered to be received on Monday. 
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NAVY AND EXCHEQUER BILLS. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, That there be laid 
before the Houſe an account of navy, victualling and tranſ- 
port bills, regiſtered from the 1ſt of October, 1795, to the 

; iſt of October, 1796, with the intereſt que thereon. 
Ordered. 
Likewiſe, that there be laid 18 the Houſe an eftinute 
of the navy debt on the zoth of Spender I 796+ 


Both | 


44333 — — 
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Both the accounts were immediately produced, and ordered 
to be referred to the committee of ſupply. The account of 
exchequer bills was $ allo referred to the ſaid committee. 


FUNDING OF NAVY AND EXCHEQUER BILLS. | 


The order of the day being moved for a committee of ſup- 
ply, and the motion being made that the ſpeaker do now leave 
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* the chair, the Houſe accordingly reſolved itſelf into the ſaid 
2 committee, Mr. Hobart in the chair. 
EF: The Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe to make his promiſed ; 
motion with reſpect to funding the navy and exchequer bills. 
= He ſaid the propoſition I now with to ſubmit to the com- 
wo | mittee is calculated in its operation to remove out of the 


market a large mals of floating debt, which in conſequence 
| of having fallen to a conſiderable diſcount, tends in its pre- 
| ſent ſtate materially to injure the public credit, to obſtruct 
the intercourſe of commerce, and impede the ſources of the 
national proſperity. Such a meaſure muſt appear in itſelf 
ſo defirable, that I flatter myſelf it will require but few 
words from me to enforce its propriety, and that its bene- 
| ficial tendency will on the firſt view command the general 
aſſent and approbation of the Houſe. The committee will 
recollect that at the commencement of this war regulations 
were adopted that navy bills, which had before been iſſued for 
an indefinite period, ſhould become payable at the expiration 
of fifteen months, bearing in the mean time an intereſt of 4 
per cent. In conſequence of this new arrangement it is evi= 
dent that there muſt now be a certain proportion of the out- 
| ſtanding navy bills, payable at different periods, at the end of 
each month, and that all of thoſe mult be payable either in 
1797, or early in the next year. Such being the caſe, the 
only queſtion now is, Whether we ſhall. leave this immenſe 
_ maſs of bills to encumber the market, to. obſtruct the private 
Intercourſe of commerce, and to clog the wheels of general 
proſperity, or whether we ſhall offer ſuch fair and equitable 
terms to the holders of theſe bills, as they may be induced to 
accept, and as at the ſame time will produce a great and im- 
Nortant advantage to the public? The extent of bills iſſuedk 
for tlle former year were ſubmitted to the Houſe in the bud- 
get of laſt year, as exiſting debt, and proviſion was then 
made for defraying the rate of intereſt. I alſo calculated a 
ſum of four millions, in order to meet the increaſe of debt, 
which mi 4 be contracted during the enſuing year. The 
amount of the debt actually incurred has, however, from 
various cauſes, many of them unforeſeen, very far exceeded 
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my ſuppoſed eſtimate. When I come to ſtate the ways and 


means for the year, it will be incumbent upon me to explain 


hat meaſures I mean to take, in order to defray this increaſe 
of debt. This, however, is an entirely different ſubje& of 


diſcuſſion. It is now my buſineſs to ſtate what is the whole 


extent of the navy bills at preſent outſtanding. If, as I propoſe, 


we ſhall adopt the meaſure to fund them down to the lateſt 


| wing the whole number of navy bills amount to a ſum very 


ittle leſs than 12 millions, of which the earlieſt are due 
within a month, and the lateſt at a period of 15 months. 
As they become duc at periods thus diſproportionate, it is 


reaſonable to divide them into different claſſes, and to offer 
different terms to the reſpective holders, calculated according 
to the time at which the bills are payable. In adopting a 


meaſure for this purpoſe, we are to conſider that we are 


_ giving to the holders funds which are immediately diſpoſable. 
for money according to the rate at which they ſtand in the 
market in lieu of bills ſubject to a certain diſcount, and at 
the ſame time bearing an intereſt of four per cent. In ad- 
jiuſting therefore the amount of the bonrs to be given, the 
point we have to conſider is, the difference between the value 
of thoſe bills, thus burdened with a diſcount, and drawing an 
intereſt, and the value of thoſe funds which we transfer to 
the reſpective holders. The next queſtion is, What are the 
moſt proper funds to which to apply on this occaſion? On 
. conſulting with thoſe gentlemen likely to be beſt informed on 
this ſubject, I have found they were of opinion that it would 
occaſion too heavy a preſſure on one particular fund, if ſuch _ 
a large maſs of bills were all to be funded in the ofuat way in 
the five per cents, It was proper to preſent a ſuitable er- 


couragement to the holders, and at the ſame time deſirable 


to avoid any meaſure which might afford an opportunity for 
artificial ſpeculation. It was therefore deemed moſt adviſe 
able to fund the bills in the different ſtocks, leaving the choice 

of the particular ſtock optional to the holders. In conſe _ 
| quence, according to the rate of the different ſtocks, the 

fmalleſt bonus will be given in the 3 per cents, a larger 
bonus in the 4 per cents, and a ſtill greater in the 5 per cents. 
A meeting of reſpectable gentlemen, conſiderable holders of 


navy bills, was two days fince held in the city. They there 


agreed to the propofition of funding the bills upon certain 
terms, which I have now to propoſe to the committee. The 
holders I divided into four claſſes, according to the date of 
the bills Leer by them— | 


"Tf 
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October, 
Iſt claſs comprehending the months 4 November, C1795. 
Tone 


January, 


| Februar | 
ad claſs comprehending t the months. of iy 1796, 


C April , 


May, | 
"ws claſs comprehending the months of June, de 
July, RE 


Avguſt, | | 
40 claſs comprehenting the months of September, be 
| { October, 
In my communication with many gentlemen upon the 
the we computed 


The 3 per cents at 58, 
The 4 per cents at 75, 
The 5 per cents at 88. 


The holders of navy bills I ſhould propoſe to have their 


7 option of any of the three kinds of ſtocks, with 28 following | 
8 on the preſent prices: 
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8 of 2 per cent in tbe 3 per cents 

1 F or the iſ claſs q of 3 per cent in the 4 per cents 
+ 1 IS of 4 per cent in the 5 per cents | 
T8; of 1 1-half per cent in the 3 per cents 
. For the 2 2d claſs of 2 1-half per cent in the 4 per cents 
ES! | of 3 1-half per cent in the 5 per cents 
I 2 of 1 per cent in the 3 per cents 


. For the 3d claſs of 2 per cent in the 4. per cents 
-— ns of 3 per cent in the 5 per cents 
of 1-half per cent in the 3 per cents 
For the 4th claſs J of 1 1-half per cent in the 4 per cents 
of 2 I-half per cent in the 5 per cents 


| The bills to POOR intereſt till the 12th' of December, and | 
che dividends to commence with the reſpective funds, viz. 


The z per cent conſols ? from 3 lag.” 
The 5 per cents 


The 4 per cents — from Michaelmas laſt, 


Without troubling the committee farther with the details 
of terms, I will now ſhortly ſtate the average of the coma 
"_ all the claſſes of bills. It will amount to 


'1 1-4th in the 3 per cents. 
2 1-4th in the 4 per cents. 
3 I-4th 1 in the 5 per cents. 


In addition to the out ſtanding Navy Bills, thete are alſo 
Exchequer Bills unfunded to the amount of two millions and 

a half, Theſe Exchequer Bills do not become due til! the 
. 5th of July. But in my opinion it is adviſcable to put them 
Vox. I, 1796. 8 on 


* I * 5 n 
8 _ OL EEE I nn ———— ng wg 
— * 


— 2 
% — — — 
- —— eate.th 


— +4, A <a —— 
— 


— — 


— — —— 5 — — — 
2 * — 2 
— — — —— 
—  ——  —  _—_— —— — — —— 
— 2 —— — — —<—_ Etro 


* 
1 j 
C : 1 
141 
* . 
1 
$. „ : . 
7 1 5 
1 i4 
#34 { 
3. 138 
= K * 
4 1 2 
. 
$1148 
* 
1 13585 
\'L 4 
4 j . 
Y in 
N . 
. 
e " 
{ ' 
. 
1 
It 1 
14 
$4 
57.0 
1 I | 
f \ 
: n 
* 4 
(1 


Carat — . — a — 2 — 


730 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Co. 
on the ſame footing as the Navy Bills. I therefore propoſe 
to fund them at the rate of 1 and half per cent. intereſt, which, 


as nearly as Falte correſponds with the terms allowed for 
the different claſſes of navy Bills. Theſe meaſures, I am con- 
vinced, will have a very great tendency to relieve the public 

credit, to fecilitate the operations of commerce, and to pro- 
mote the general flouriſhing itate of the country. And at 


the fame time ! cheriſh the idea, that whenever in future it 


thall be neceſlary to iſſue exchequer bills for the public, we 


may be able to adopt regulations to iſſue them for fn 3 a 


period, and at ſuch a rate of intereſt as may prevent tlie 


poſſibility of their falling into ſuch diſcount as may be attend- 


ed with material loſs to the public, and with injury to the na- 


tional credit. I ſhall for the preſent e with en 


my firſt reſolution 
That proviſion be made for enabling his Majeſty to Lt all the Bills bl 
in the courſe of the navy, victualling, and tranſport offices, which were' made 


out an or beſore the 27th of 9 1 796, | amounting to the ſum of 


11,993,167]. 195. gd. 
Mr. Huff y ſaid, the Chancellor of the . has 


ſtated that his object i is to remove the navy and exchequer 
bills out of the market; but not having money to pay them 
off, he wiſhes to pay them off by way of loan. The buſineſs 


of the committee, therefore, is to enquire whether the loan 
propoſed be a right loan or not. For his own part, Mr. 
Huſſey declared, that he was in poſſeſſion of ſufficient infor- 


mation upon the ſubject. He conceived the queſtion of 


preſent diſcuſſion to be, Whether or not the bargain with 
the holders of navy and exchequer Bills was, or was not, ad- 


vantageous to the public? In order to be able to decide this 


queſtion, it would be neceſſary to know what diſcount vas 


allowed for the different months. He had not calculated the 


rate of intereſt in the 5 per cents. but in the 3 per cents. he 


computed it at 6l. 5s. and in the 4 per cents. at 61. 158., 


What he wiſhed particularly to be informed of was the 
rate of intereſt which the public were to pay for their money ? 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer in reply ſaid, he was per- 


fectly ready to give the hon. gentleman or the committee 
any information in his power. It appeared to him, that the 
hon. gentleman in the calculation which he had ſubmitted to 


the committee had ſuppoſed that all the bills were to be paid 
at the higheit rate of diſcount; the queſtion at preſent was not 
however whether theſe bills were or were not to be paid for 
at the end of fifteen months; if the public abide by their 


contract with their creditors — muſt all be paid. The 
P — 2 


e 
2 e 
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daueſtion was, Whether they ought to be paid now, or at the 


gain could not at preſent be diſcuſſed, and however diſadvan- 


bination of circumſtances, the engagement was obligatory. 
It became a queſtien of expediency however, and upon this 
he bclicved there would be but one opinion, Whether the 
government floating ſecurities ought to be taken out of the 
market now, or allowed to remain? Gentlemen muſt be 
aware that it was optional in the bill-holders to accept of 
Payment at this period, and therefore it was neceſſary to offer 
them ſome temptation. He believed that on an average it 
would be found that the public paid a trifle more than 5 per 
cent. for the money; and however much he deplored the ne- 
Lebſflity of granting ſuch diſadvantageous terms to the public 
=. ere ert, Wines the neceility caiſted, it ought to be met wich 
i Jortitude and ſpirit. | 
| Mr. Huey contended that he had a right to be informed 
what was the average difcount upon the whole of the bills. 
The right hon. gentleman had attempted to juſtify the mea- 
i fures which he propoſed from neceſſity, but he begged leave 
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do remind him that it was a neceſſity of his own creating. 


Ile contended that the terms offered to the bill-holders were 
erxtrav agant in the extreme, as the man who took govern. 
ment bills at 14 per cent. diſcount, purchaſes into the J per 


| dente. at 49. He thought that the conduct of miniſters was 
p 1 2 highly eprchenſible in incurring debts which they had not 
the means of paying off. 

; Ihe Chancellor of the Exchequer confeſſed that he Ty pen 
5 extremely diſappointed in the event of the ſpeculation winch 
F 08 had been undertaken, but he afſirmed, at the fame time, that 
* de had neglected no poſſible precaution to inſure the public 
e advantage. For a conſiderable time navy bills kept up nearly 
5 at par from the general preſſure upon all government ſe- 
Þ curities, and from the magnitude of our naval expence 
3 which had been carried to an enormous extent; the cvent 
"i with reſpec to theſe bills had turned out ſuck as he had not 
iN tForeſcen, nor did he think 1 it was poſſible that he could fore- 
e beet. 

15 Muir. Fox roſe and delivered his opinion to the followin 
1 - effect. The propoſition which has been ſubmitted to the 
It 8 1 committee, appears to me to require a good deal of explana- 
4p bf tion which we have not yet heard. With regard to the 
ir 1 queſtion of the debt, or whatever the right hon. gentleman 


- = mal be pleaſed to term it, he admits that the neceility for 
8 82 contract 
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different periods when they became due? The original bar- 


tageous to the public it might have been rendered by a com- 
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contracting it is to be deplored. But regret is ſurely not 
the only ſentiment which the Houſe and country muſt feel on 
the preſent occaſion. It is impoſſible for members of parlia- 
ment who entertain a proper ſenſe of the importance of the 
truſt committed to them by their conſtituents, not to make 
ſome obſervations on the ſtate of the country, which has fo 
_ exceedingly deceived the honourable gentleman, and which 
has ſuggeſted the neceſſity of the ſtrange and unprecedented 
meaſures which are propoſed to be adopted. In the firſt 
budget of laſt ſeſhon, we heard of a million and a half of navy 
bills, in the next we heard of four millions, and now we are 
told of ſums exceeding ten millions; and at what time did 
this uncertainty obtain ? not at the beginning of a war, 
when the ſcale of operations might be unſettled, and the 
eltimates of expence undetived z but when many articles of _ 
_ proviſions were at ſo high a price as to raiſe an alarm in the 
country reſpecting its deareſt intereſts, and when they were 
higher than they have been at any ſubſequent period. Yet 
the honourable gentleman is content with deploring the ne- 
ceſſity which has given riſe to the extravagant meaſure which 
he now propoſes to adopt, and with calling upon the com- 
mittee not to look to that line of conduct by which the coun- 
try has been reduced to its preſent ſituation, but to confine. 
its views to the mode of extricating it from the difficulties 
under which it unfortunately labours. But it is impoſſible 
for any man in the Houſe not to make ſome obſervations 
upon the general ſtate of the finances of the country, at this 
moment, which I contend is wholly unexampled and unpa- 
ralleled. With reſpect to the ſubject more immediately un- 
der the conſideration of the committee, I muſt ſay a few 
words; and it is right to know in the firſt place, what intereſt 
thoſe who received government bills in the month of Sep- 
tember, at 14 per cent. diſcount, will have for their money ? 
I mean in reſpect to that claſs of bills which it is meant to 
fund in the 5 per cents. At one time ] believe the bills were 
at 15 per cent. diſcount; but I ſhall compute from 14 as the 
medium. About ſixty days ago, for 100l. they advanced 861. 
In the firſt inſtance then they gained the whole diſcount, 
which was 14 per cent. In the next place they receive 5 and 
a half per cent. for I underſtand it is propoſed to allow them 
2 and half per cent. upon the preſent market price, which is 
83, beſides the 4 per cent. intereſt, which they had during the 
fixty days. With the diſcount and intereſt, therefore, they 
actually have at the rate of 1031. per cent. per annum fortheir 
85 5 money, 


l 
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money. This to be ſure is one claſs, and the calculation is 
only applicable to a certain part of the Bills; but the intereſt 


upon the reſt is in an extravagant proportion. I aſk then 


S 


after all that we have heard of thote exhauſting and ruinous 


ſyſtems of finance which have been adopted by other ſtates; 


- whether the government of this country is at laſt reduced 


to the neceſſity, whether from the general itate of public 
credit, from accidental and unforeſeen circumitances, or 
from the improvidence and extravagance of thole ho preſide 
in the department of finance, to pay 1031. per cent. per annum 
for the money which they borrow from the public Lak, 


if this be admitted, which cannot be denicd, at leaſt with re- 


ſpect to one clais of bills, whether when the public are 


obliged to borrow money at the rate of 1031. per cont. per aut. 


it is not incumbent upon he Houle of Commons, as guardians | 


of the public money, to enter into ſome enquiry into the 


ate of the finances of the country ? ] allow that we have no 


Tight to dictate to the holders of theſe bills, the terms upon 
which they are to be funded; nor do I object to the mea- 
| dure of funding them; but I cannot give into the maxim in 


finance more than in politicks, of applying a remedy to an 


exiſting evil without taking precautions tor preventing its 
return. While we attempt to extricate ourſelves from our 


preſent embarraſſments, it is our duty to take care that in 
future we do not fall into a ſituation of equal difficulty. But 


let us come a little nearer to the point; admitting what can- 
not be queſtioned, that the holders of navy bills have a right 


to be paid at ſtated periods, it ceriainly does not follow that 
when they are paid at conſiderably earlier than that at witch 
the Bills became due, that the terms offered to them now 


1 ſhould be as good, and far leſs than they ſhould be better, 


than they would be entitled to, were they to retain tlie Bills 


in their poſſeſſion till the date of their payment arrived; for 


it muſt be obſerved, that navy or exchequer bills is a ſpecies 


ol property wllich cannot be applied to commercial purpoſes. 


If a perſon is in poſſoſſion of 1o0l. he can veſt it in the 


funds, he may ſtake it in trade, or he may employ it in a 

number of ways in Which it may make very productive re- 
turns. But the holders of navy or exchequer bills muſt keep 
the bills in their poſſeſſion till the terms of payment, with 


the profit only of 4 per cent. which was originally allowed 
them. To ſtate the funding of theſe bills then, as contract- 
ing a new loan for the public, was an unfair repreſentation 
of the tranſaction; and when the ſubject is fairly conſidered, 


there is ſomething on the face of the prefent propoſition ex- 


8 


tremely 
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| tremely ſingular: you are only bound by your obligation to 
Pay four per cent. for your money, and you convert it into 
2 debt for which you have to pay between five and fix per 
rent. Thoſe, for inſtance, who may chuſe ſtock in the five 
per cents. have had the good fortune to lend you money 
for which they receive 103l. per cent.; and to thoſe fortu- 
nate individuals who were only entitled to four per cent. in- 
tereſt, you make the public, who have the misfortune to 
be their debtor, give them 11. 188. additional intereſt. I 
know not, for I have not calculated what it will coſt the 
public, but it muſt be an enormous expence, at a period 
when we ſhall ſoon be called upon in ſome ſhape or other 
to make very handſome efforts. In ſhort, after bortowing 
money, whether from misfortune or indiſeretion, oa the 
moſt diſadvantageous terms, you add near two per cent. to 
the already exorbitant profits of the public creditor, and 
thus ſubject the public to another ſevere loſs, in addition 
to thoſe which it has before ſuſtained. I certainly am not 
bound to negative the propoſition, or to ſhew that ſuch mea- 
{ſures ought not to be adopted; but I conſider myſelf as fairly 
entitled to demand ſome explanation of terms, which at ſirſt 
ght muſt ſtrike every man as highly prejudicial to the pub- 
lic. As to the cauſe of the preſent embarraſſed ſtate of the 
public finances, the honourable gentleman aſcribes it to the 
encreaſed proſperity of the country. It certainly appears to 
mea very paradoxical propoſition {perhaps it may not appear 
ſo ſtrange to others who from their ſituation in life have had 
detter opportunities of ſtudying the ſubject,) that when a 
country is moſt flouriſhing, there ſhould be the greateſt 
ſcarcity of every thing. I cannot retrain from at leait ſtart- 
ing a doubt which occurs to me upon the ſuvject: if the pre- 
_ ſent embarraſſment, ariſe merely from the want of a circu- 
lating medium, and not from a deficiency of capital, then 
the circulating medium would fall in value in proportion as 
the capital roſe, or in other words, that the nominal value 
of every thing would be cheap, whereas we find that the 
nominal value of every thing is dear; fo that we have this 
- paradox to ſolve, that things are deareſt when they are to be 
had | in the greateſt plenty in the market. 
I he next point I muſt obſerve upon is how far the public : 
are bound by the agreements which the honourable gentle- 
man may conclude. I know that in law they are not bind- 
ing, nor is it honour which conſtitutes their tie, but pru- 
_ dence may determine us to give them ſanction. How then 


goes the preſcut caſe ſtand? The holders of the Bills have an 
| C | LORE” oe 1 8 ; op- 
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option WHELNET they hall accede to the terms which may have 
been propoſed. After the Houſe of Commons has agreed to 
carry into effect the tranſaction, the option of the holders 


ſtill remains open. I ſhould defire to know then at what 


time the public is conſidered to be bound, which is under- 
ſtood to take place when the report of this committee is agreed 


to? [Monday was mentioned from the treaſury bench.} 
Upon donday, then, the Houſe of Commons agrees to 


make a bargain for fourteen or fifteen millions, and becomes 


bound to individuals to that extent. What time, I ſhould 


with to know, are the holders to be allowed to ſignify their 


conſent? I have underſtood that they are to intimate their 
determination by the 8th of November. In what fituation 
will the Houſe of Commons then be placed? They will be 
pledged to fulfil a bargain, the advantage or diſadvantage 


of which will depend upon the ſtate of the ſtocks. Engage- 


ments of ſuch a nature are always dangerous for the public. 


The public accedes to the terms upon the Iſt of November, 


the holders of Bills are free till the 8th. The public in this 
interval can derive no advantage from any alteration which 
the value of ſtocks may experience, while ſuch an event may 
_ preſent to the nolders ſuch advantages as might induce them 
do reſuſe to accede to the terms to which the public are en- 
gaged. This I confeſs is an inconvenience which, in ſome 


meaſure, is unavoidable in tranſactions of this nature. In 


peace, however, the inconvenience is ſlightly felt, becauſe 


events which can make a decided impreſſion upon the 
funds are not very likely to occur. In time of war the 


events which ariſe are more apt to produce ſudden altera- 


tions. Such a period even of war, however, may be choſen 


as to remove the pr obability of ſuch a change. But what is 


the character of the preſent period? Is not this moment the 


moſt expoſcd to viciſſitude which has taken place in the hiſ- 
_ tory of the war? Are not the fluctuations of ſtock more 


frequent, and the probabilities of change more ſtrong than 
at any former time? What have been the events of the laſt 


week? Do not theſe circumſtances evince the variations 
which a period fo big with events, and ſo important in its 
aſpect, may produce? Into this bargain then do you enter, 
under the probability of great events, and the conſequent 
change which the ſtocks may experience. To all the conſe- 
quences of ſuch alterations the public are pledged, while 
the holders of the Bills are left free to avail themſelves of 


events which may ariſe, and to determine themſelves by 


the advantages they can obtain. At a time when important 


events 
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events were in expectation; at a period when fluctuation in 
the funds were more uncertain that at any former ra, has 
the honourable gentieman choten to expoſe the public to an 
inconvenience which, more or leſs, exiſts at every time, but 

which in ſuch a ſituation muſt apply with particular effect. 
Seeing then all the diſadvantages of the terms on which the 


| Honourable gentleman propoſed to conclude his tranſaction, 


I feel that it is a duty incumbent upon uso enquire into all 
the circumſtances which are connected with it, and to de- 
mand a particular explanation of the neceſſity of adopting an 
expedient which is to be carried into effect at ſuch an ex- _ 
' pence and ſacrifice to the public. The honourable gentle- 

man hinted at the deſign of embracing ſome meaſures to 
prevent navy bills from being ſubject to ſuch diſcounts, as 
_ we have experienced uponthis and other occaſions. I am ex- 
tremely happy to hear that ſuch a plan is in agitation, and fo far 
as it ſeems to go, and on its firſt appearance, it meets my ap- 


probation. But the honourable gentleman has already tried 


the effect of meaſures directed to this object. He already 
has limited the period for which navy bills ſhould be iſſued 
to 15 months. What, however, has been the conſequence? _ 
At no period of the American war, when navy bills were 
frequently unpaid for more than two years, when the gene- 
ral funds of the country were {till farther depreſſed than 
during the preſent war, when the intereſt upon the navy 
bills were frequently unpaid for more than two years, 
when the general funds of the country were {till far- 
ther depreſſed than during the preſent war, when the 
intereſt upon the navy bills that were iſſucd did not 
commence till ſix months after their date, and then there 
was no fixed time for their payment, ſuch a diſcount had 
never been experienced. This point leads me to other con- 
| fiderations of a very important nature, and which ſhew the 
ſituation of the country requires the moſt ſerious attention. 
What were the peculiar circumſtances in which this depreſ- 
ſion of government ſecurities has taken place? It is when 
great exertions have been made to heighten the public credit; 
it is when, under an act of parliament, an annual ſum of 


one million is appropriated to the liquidation of the national _ 


debt that we have ſeen this extraordinary circumitance hap- 

pen. The honourable gentleman laſt year took an unuſual 

ftep to remove this evil. He came forward with a ſecond 

loan in the month of May, which was intended to remove 

the floating ſecurities from the market, and to produce a 

higher ſtate of credit. Either the remedy of the honourable 
| gen- 
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gentleman did not operate to bring about the end propoſed, 
or, what I conſider to be in reality the true ſtate of the caſc, 
the difficulties were too powerful for the remedy to 
overcome. Now again you feel the ſame inconveniencies 
recur. But in truth you cannot apply the remedies ſo faſt 
as the difficulties thicken. Every day adds to the embarrafl- 
ments; every day plunges you deeper and deeper in per- 


plexity which you in vain attempt by theſe meaſures to re- 


move. It is for this reaſon that I require ſome conviction 
before I can agree to the theory, or to reduce it into prac- 
| tice at ſuch an expence. I muſt have ſome certainty, not 
phyſical. certainty, aſs a moral certainty of ſome good to be 
obtained before I can conſent to vote away the money of my 
_ conſtituents, and to pay 6 per cert inſtead of four. Before 
I agree to a meaſure 15 extraordinary and ſo expenſive, 1 
muſt have ſome more aſſurance than I yet have had of the 
efficacy of theſe expedients—ſome ſtronger proofs than I 
can derive from the experience of the plans of thoſe who 
manage the finances of this country before I can agree to 
allow an addition of 11. 18s. per cent. to be paid upon the 
ſecurities of governmeut. I wiſh the committee to conſider 
- What is the amount of this extraordinary allowance. Taking 
it as applying to the whole ſum to be funded, it was 
240, oool. This calculation, perhaps, does not apply to 
the whole of the ſum, but certainly to a very conſiderable 
part of it. Laſt year the honourable gentleman had not 
foreſeen this extraordinary iſſue of navy bills: a great pro- 
Dortion of them, therefore, have more than half a year to run, 
but even upon this ſuppoſition, the amount of the loſs to the 
public from this additional rate of intereſt was 120, oool. 


Zome gentleman may, indeed, be diſpoſed to calculate that 


when ſo much was given by the country, ſo trifling an arti- 
cle may eaſily be overlooked. This, however, is not the 
manner in which we ought to reaſon. We ought to conſi- 
der every thing as of importance which adds, however mi- 
nutely, to the public expence and to the public burthens. 
We ought not to calculate this as a trifling matter when ſo 
many millions are voted away, but what it is when giving fo 
much, ſo little is left to ſquander. Of the preſent meaſure 
I cannot approve before I know the other part of the ſcheme 
of finance which the honourable gentleman is to employ, and 
the future ſyſtem which he purpoſes to introduce. We muſt | 
know every thing connected with the meaſure, and receive 
every explanation which tends to demonſtrate its neceſſity, be; 
| fore we can be juſtified in giving our aſſent to an expedient 
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- which preſents terms ſo diſadvantageous to the public and im- 
| Poſes an additional 2 per cent. upon ſo conſiderable a ſum. 

"The Chancellor of the Exchequer in reply; I rife in order 

to give a ſhort explanation on ſome of the points juſt now 
ſtated by the right honourable gentleman. But I muſt pre- 

viouſly remark, that he ſeems to conſider the real and ſunda- 
mental queſtions to be; 1ſt, the general propriety of funding 


outſtanding Bills; and, 2dly, whether or not this be the 


right moment to adopt ſuch a meaſure ? Yet it is ſomewhat 
extraordinary, that the reſt of his ſpeech was taken up in 
painting in the ſtrongeſt terms, and with the utmoſt inge-. 
nuity the evil of ſo immenſe a maſs of floating unfunded 


debt. While he deſcribes the evil in ſo ftriking a point of 


view, he at the ſame time would ſuffer it to continue in all 
its enormity, and objects to the remedy, merely becauſe he 


is uncertain of its iſſue. While he ſo loudly inveighs againſt 


the great maſs of outſtanding debt, he not only objects to 


the particular remedy now.propoſed ; he not only avoids to 


Tuggeſt any meaſure by which the inconvenience might be 5 
removed, but he argues as if the attempt to remove it would 
be attended with detriment to the public; and, as if it muſt 


neceſſarily be ſuffered to continue unprovided for, under all 


the embarraſſments now experienced from its operation. 
It is evident, that, while ſo much floating unfounded 

debt remains in the market ſubject to a conſiderable diſ- 
count, it muſt not only be productive of material diſadvan- 

tage to commerce, but attended with a heavy loſs to the pub- 
lic. And, if the exigence of the ſervice compel government 
to iſſue more exchequer Bills, under the depreciated ſtate of - 
thoſe already in the market, the loſs may be infinitely greater 
than the amount of the bonus allowed in order to take the 
| Bills ont of circulation. The queſtion then is not to be con- 


ſidered on narrow and contracted grounds, but on a wide 


and comprehenſive ſcale. The effect of this immenſe maſs 
of floating unfunded debt is to be examined as it acts upon 


publick credit, and on commercial ſpeculation on the aCtual 


_ reſources, and the future proſpects of the country. The 


right honourable gentleman has talked largely of the advan- 


tage that will accrue to individuals from the propoſed mea- 


ſure. Granting his ſtatement to be juſt, it would ſurely be 


a ſtrange policy, becauſe even an unreaſonable advantage 
might accrue to individuals, not to take a great and eſſen- 
tial benefit to the public. The right honourable gentleman _ 
ſays that we are not bound to pay 1001. now, that we are 
only legally bound to pay at the rate of 4 per cent. 


intereſt. 
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intereſt, After all, what is the mighty difference ? we are 
not bound indeed to pay rool. to day, but we are bound to 
pay 1021. or 1031. within the period of ſeven months. 
This reaſoning is in no point applicable to the principal 
conſideration of providing a remedy for an evil which is at 
_ preſent attended with ſo much embarraſſment and inconve- 
nience. The queſtion properly to be conſidered is, what is the 
proportion which the value now given for thoſe Bills holds 
to the rate of intereſt accumulating during a period of ſeven 
months? It will be found to be no more than paying a pre- 
ſent value to the holder of the bills proportioned to his cer- 
tain and veſted right at the end of that period. The right 
huonourable gentleman ſtates, that you are paying a bonus of 
2 per cent. above the rate of the legal intereſt. He has 
_ dwelt upon this ſum as if that was to be conſidered as a 
perpetual intereſt, which is only to be paid in the proportion 
of ſhort ſucceſſive periods, according to the different claſſes 
of the bills. The bonus even in the higheſt cafe is only 
11. 18s. The right honourable gentleman choſe to take the 
extreme caſe, and after all, this is the extent of that bonus 
of which he has ſo loudly complained, and ſo greatly magni- 
fied. He ſtates the preſent to be a bad time for adopting ſuch 
a meaſure; he conſiders it as a weighty objeCtion that you 
were bound by the terms which you offer to the holders of 
_ thoſe bills while they are free either to accept or reject them. 
If this is an inconvenience, it is. one which mult always be 
experienced when recourſe is had to the meaſure of funding, 
and which could only be obviated by a determination never 
to fund any part of the publick debt. It is an inconvenience 
which is unavoidably connected with the nature of the ſyſ- 
tem. The queſtion is, whether you will continue the evil 
with all the preſent inconveniencies for a longer period 
of fifteen months, rather than make one effort to remove at 
once the cauſe of all the embarraſſment, and reſtore the _ 
| ſources of national proſperity to their natural channel? The 
honourable gentleman objects alſo to the preſent moment on 
account of the particular ſtate of publick affairs, and the 
fluctuation likely to ariſe from that ſituation. If we neglect- 
ed a week for the purpoſe of offering terms for the holders, 
the probable events which might be expected to occaſion a 
greater than ordinary degree of fluctuation, that circumſtance 
would unqueſtionably be a fair ground of objection. Cer. 
| tiinly a period of war is particularly calculated to call forth 
a ſpirit of ſpeculation, and the exiſtence of a negociation 
may be ſtated to give double force to this propenſity. But 
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does the honourable gentleman carry his rejections to the 


particular period ſo far as to ſuppoſe that you are not to 


take meaſures during the continuance of a war to remedy a 


great ſource of publick inconvenience. I on the contrary | 


feel that, poſſeſſing abundant and powerful reſources to carry 
on the war, it becomes you to exert your energy to remove 
an evil which may cripple your reſources and enfeeble your 
efforts. I am convinced that, when that evil is removed, 
you will find no deficiency of abundant means of exertion, 


and that the proſperity of your ſituation will be ſuch as to 


inſpire you with additional grounds of confidence. It is 
therefore that I confider this as a meaſure highly fitting to 
be adopted during a period of war. Nor do I conſider this as 
a meafure leſs eligible in another view of our ſituation, in the 


proſpect of peace. It cannot ſurely be expected that at the 


very commencement of anegociationof fo momentous a nature, 


and ſo extenſive in its relations, any occurrence ſhould take 
5 within the ſhort period of a week deciſive of its iſſue. 


He muſt, indeed, reaſon at an extraordinary and unaccount- 


able rate who calculates on ſuch an event. However ſan- 
guine in my own wiſhes for the aufpicious return of tran- 


quility, I cannot admit that the diſcuſſions of the great and 


and important intereſts of Great Britain and her allies, and 


of thoſe weighty and complicated points which they neceſ= 
fſarily involve, are likely to be ſo ſpeedily decided or brought 


within ſo ſhort a compaſs as to have any influence on the 
_ preſent meaſure. There is, indeed, one poſſible cafe which 
I reluctantly notice, and which I ſincerely truſt will, in the 


preſent inſtance, be averted, which might render the reſult 
of negoctation matter of ſuch ſpeedy iſſue, namely, that ſome _ 
occurrence ſhould take place, or fome propofition be ſtart- 
ed in its very outſet, of ſuch a nature as at once to put a 


negative on all our hopes of peace, and ro put a ſtop to 
all further proceedings. If we fhall be ultimately ſucceſs- 
ful in the grand object of all our wiſhes, it is not the ſpace 
of a ſingle week which can give any definitive turn to the 


cCcomplexion of negociation, far leſs decide the important 


 iflue. But if from the magnitude and importance of the 


_ queſtions. to be diſcuſſed, it fhould be neceſfary to adopt 

| a plan of negociation, more extenſive and likely to be pro- 
tracted for a conſiderable period, is it reaſonable that during 

all the time we ſhould ſubmit to the preſſure of an evil, 


which, ſo long as it exiſts, muſt continue to weigh down 


onr proſperity and which we poſſeſs the means inſtantly to 


_ remove, if we have only the energy to exert it? 


Are 
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Are we in the mean time to exhibit to the enemy that 


picture of diſtreſs and embarraſſment which is the conſe- 


quence of this evil, and which, though originating in a 


temporary cauſe, ſo deeply affects our reſources by its opera- 


tion, while it depends only on ourſelves to apply the reme- 
dy? The very circumſtance of negociation 1s an additional 
reaſon why we ſhould free ourſelves of every ſource of em- 


barraſſment that may fetter our own operations, or encou- 
rage thoſe with whom we treat to riſe in their demands. In 


this point of view, I conſider this meaſure as an equally de- 
ſirable preliminary, whatever may be the future ſituation of 


the country: if we are compelled to proſecute the war, it 
will add vigour and confidence to our reſources and, on 


the other hand, it will enable us to enjoy the full extent of 


the bleſſings of peace, if we ſhall ſucceed in effecting the 


reſtoration of peace, on the only terms on which I can poſ- 
ſibly deſire it to be reſtored ; terms in every rſpect fair and 


_ Equitable, and adequate to the juſt pretenſions of the coun- 
try. I am very confident, that, when the preſent meaſure 


ſhall be adopted, all the beneficial conſequences which I have 
now attempted to deicribe will be experienced in their ut- 
moſt extent. The right honourable gentleman aſks -me to 


explain what he terms a paradox, as applied to the ſituation : 
ol this country, namely, that a high degree of proſperity may 


be a cauſe of temporary embarraſſment. I conſider the pro- 


poſition as ſo obvious and ſimple, that I conſider it as neceſ- 


ſary to employ only a few words to account for the opinion 


1 hold on the ſubject. My criterions of the general proſ- 
-perity of the country, notwithſtanding the preſſure of tem- 


porary embarraſſment, are, firſt, that while the funds were 


fenfibly affected from the ſcarcity of money, the revenue {till 
continued high; and during a period of war, approached 
very nearly to what it had been in the moſt flouriſhing æra 


of peace. Secondly, the credit of Britiſh merchants remain- 
ed on the moſt reſpectable footing, notwithſtanding the dif- 


ficulties of the time; and this reputation was ſupported 


not by confining themſelves to a contracted ſcale of trade, 


but by launching into the moſt extenſive operations of com- 


merce, and even by enlarging the ſphere of their former in- 
duſtry, and opening new ſources of wealth to the country. 


Theſe are unequivocal ſymptoms of the actual wealth and 


Proſperity of the country. But it is evident that in propor- 


tion to the extenſion of trade, and the increaſe of capital, 


the expenditure becomes greater: in proportion to the magni- 
tude of the machine muſt be the meaus required to put it in 
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motion. Beſides it is to be recollected that the ſums which 
were neceſſary to carry on the war abroad tended to dimi- 


niſh the amount of the circulating medium at home. I truſt 


I have now explained the ſuppoſed paradox, that ſome de- 


i gree of temporary embarraſſment may be connected with a 
Hate of high general proſperity ; that I have even propoſed 


that in proportion to the rapid augmentation of commerce, 


the prefſure which is experienced for the moment may be 
more ſevere. By adopting the preſent meaſure, I am how- 
ever convinced that we ſhall in à great degree remove the 


cauſe of the evil, and give. new life and vigour to our re- 


_ ſources. It is a meaſure which I believe to be wiſe and pro- 
per, either in the proſpect of peace, or in the certainty of 


determined war; but which above all I believe to be wiſe 
and expedient, in the preciſe ſtate in which we now ſtand, 
while we are going on with a war, and while a negociation 


is Juſt begun. And in this view I can only regard the ob- 
jections which the right honourable gentleman has urged 


with reſpect to the time, as arguments in favour of the mea- 
ſure. The effect of removing thoſe Bills altogether out of 
the market, will infallibly be to take away from individuals 
the temptation which the rate of diſcount at which they ſtood 


preſented to purchaſers, ſo greatly to the detriment of the 
publick; to induce them to lay out their money in the funds, 
or to employ it for the purpoſes of commerce, which ma 


aftord them the proſpect of ſtill greater profit. The conſe- 


quence muſt be to increaſe the quantity of circulating me- 
dium, to advance the ſtate of publick credit, and to facilitate 
the operations of commerce. And with ſuch great and im- 


portant objects in view, it will ſurely ill become us to heſitate 


in adopting the meaſure, or to ſacrifice the decided intereſts 
of the nation, in order to prevent a gain to individuals. 


Mr. Fox in reply ſaid, one part of my obſervation upon 


this ſubject was for illuſtration merely; but the right hon. 


gentleman has taken notice of it, and reſted an argument upon 
It, as if I had treated the additional 2 per cent. as a permanent 


burden upon the ' publick. I ſtated that part of the cafe 
diſtinctly otherwiſe. The right honourable gentleman aſks 


me, would I never fund” navy and exchequer bills? There 


i but one way of anſwering a queſtion thus broadly put. 
This particular caſe is like every other extraordinary one— — 
to be governed by his own circumſtances. My opinion is, 
that if it be neceſſary to iſſue navy bills to any very conſider- 
able amount, and parlament ſhould adopt a ſhorter period 


for the De of them than has hitherto been done, it 
| will 
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will be more convenient to pay them when they become due 
than it has hitherto been, becauſe they will not be liable to 
the ſame fluctuation, nor depend ſo much on the ſtate of the 
funds as they have hitherto done. It is however one thing 
dd ſtate generally, you ſhould never fund your navy bills ; 
and another to fund them under circumſtances highly diſ- 
advantageous to the publick. Such as appears to me to be 
the caſe at the preſent time, ſhould the meaſure be adopted 
which is now propoſed. This is a diſtinction to which the 
right honourable gentleman did not advert. He took no- 
. tice, however, of another part of what J ſubmitted to the 
committee. He ſays I reſted on the 5 per cent. in order to 
ſtrike the Houſe as the moſt exceſſive part of the plan which 
is before us; whereas it is probable the holders of bills will 
inveſt in the other funds, the 4 and 3 per cents. Very likely; 
but then I ſay if they do I ſhall take it for granted they adopt 
that fund that appears to them to be the moſt to their ad- 
vantage; and therefore there was nothing unfair in my tak- 
ing the 5 per cent. as a mere illuſtration, the more eſpecially 
as the holders of the bills are to chuſe the fund in which 
they will have their property inveſted, The right honourable 
gentleman ſays he is forry for the enormous profits which 
ſome individuals have made by thoſe bills. 1 am neither 
ſorry nor glad for what has attended ſpeculation ; as far as 
the intereſt of individuals is concerned, I am not ſorry that 
individuals have had large profits upon their commercial 
dealings; but Iam ſorry that the publick are opliged. to ſuſ- 
tain enormous loſſes. 
The right hon. gentleman has ſaid a great deal on the pe- 
culiar propriety of the meaſure before us, on account of 
the negociation which is now going forward, or rather open- 
ed. I waited for every word with anxiety—what did I hear? 
„That you ſhould ſhew and difplay your reſources to the 
enemy.“ This is not the firſt time I have heard this made 
uſe of as an argument in favour of the meaſure which the 
miniſter propoſed to this houſe ; did he not make uſe of the 
ſame expreſſion when the laſt loan was diſcuſſed in this houſe ? 
A loan which was attended with circumſtances much too 
ſtrong and ſingular in their nature to be forgetten. Did he 
not ſay at that moment; that the loan was neceſſary, in order 
to ſhew the enemy the ſtrength of our reſources? I did not give 
much credit then to aſſertions of that nature. But what credit 
can I give to them now? The right honourable gentleman ſaid, 
upon the diſcuſſion of that loan, that the enemy were deceived 
with reſpect to the difficulty we had in raiſing money to carry 
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on the war; that it was material to us all that we ſhould 
negociate that loan, and at that time, although the terms were 
diſadvantageous to the public, becauſe it was material the 
French ſhould know the flouriſhing ſtate of our finances; 
and therefore it was that he negociated that loan. Why not 
do ſo now? Has the neceſſity of making the enemy ac- 
quainted with the flouriſhing fate of our finances ceaſed ? 
Are we now ſo much more convinced of the proſperous con- 
dition of our affairs than we were at that moment? Are 
the French ſo much more convinced? Is Europe ſo much 
more convinced of the proſperity of our condition—of our 
ability to borrow thirty or forty millions more, without in- 
convenience, that it is now unneceſſary to boaſt of it? Is 


that the reaſon why a loan is not brought forward at this 


moment ? Is that the reaſon why the miniſter does. not 
come forward at the hour of negociation, to ſhew to the 
enemy the proſperous condition of our finances. I ſhould 
Have thought that if the miniſter was ſincere in his plan laſt.” 
year, that he wanted the loan at that time, and on the terms 
he concluded it, only for the purpoſe of ſliewing the extent 
of our reſources, and not merely to facilitate the ſoheme by 
falſe aſſertions, he would have purſued the ſame plan now, 
tor certainly there never was a period in which it was more 
eſſential for us that the enemy ſhould be of opinion our re- 
ſources are extenſive, than the preſent moment. What will 
be the inference from the meaſure which is now before you? 
Directly the reverſe of what the right honourable gentleman 
expreſſed ſuch anxiety for on the laſt loan; by the ſtep you 
are taking, you only ſhew a part of the ſtate of your finance, 
and that in ſo favourable a light as to induce the ſuſpicion. 
that you yourſelves know the enemy would exult if you made 
a real diſcovery of the whole of your condition. The right 
honourable gentleman did not like the mode .in which my 
honourable friend treated this ſubject ; he did not approve. 
of the idea of calling it a loan, and yet he treated it himſelf in 
the way of a loan, when he talked of the bonus. I call it a 
loan with a very extravagant bonus. EE NTP: 8 
The right honourable gentleman has touched upon, a topic, 
in which we are all too much intereſted to be mattentive to; 
he ſays, that in a week we are not likely to have any news to 
raiſe the funds. I am ſorry for it that is a ſubject which 1 
do not deſire to diſcuſs at this moment, becauſe. I have no-wiſh 
to ſay any thing that might poſſibly impede the progreſs of 
negociation; but I cannot help thinking that in any point of 
view the ſubject may be conſidered, the hopes of the ys 
. 1 . 
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muſt have operated to a certain extent upon the funds, ſince 


the negociation was opened; ſurely the ſound of the word 
peace, from ſuch authority as it came from lately, muſt have 
acted upon the hopes of a conſiderable part of the public. 


The right honourable gentleman ſeems to think otherwiſe. - 


{ ſhall ſay no more upon that ſubject, for reaſons that I dare 
ſay are obvious to the committee, and I have faid thus much 
upon it, for reaſons which I truſt are equally obvious. 

The right honourable gentleman tells us that he is not fond 
of his own theory. I know not whoſe theory it is on which 
he acts and attempts to reaſon, but it appears to me to be a very 
_ queſtionable, if not deluſive theory. He obſerves that this 
Country has felt a temporary diſtreſs in its finances, from the 


extenſion of its commerce, that is, that its preſent apparent 
diſtreſs ariſes out of its greatly increaſing wealth. I do not 
fay that is impoſſible. I have no experience upon that ſubject. 


I know of no country (except ours, if it be in that ſtate), 


that has ever manifeſted its increaſing wealth by its diſtrefſes. 


However, I mean to ſay no more, than that I will endeavour 


to examine a doctrine that does not ſeem to me to be very 


rational. An opportunity will occur, I hope, for the diſcuſ- 
ſion of that point, as it applies to this. country. And if it 
ſhould, I believe this will turn out to be the cafe. Some of 


the diſtreſs will appear to have been imaginary, and ſuch I 
fear, will be the caſe, with regard to our wealth. I ſay this 
the more confidently, becauſe every thing that has happened 


lately, has been alledged as a proof of the proſperity of 


this country. I really know of no public event that has hap- 
pened ſince the commencement of this war, that has not 


been quoted as a proof of the increaſe of our wealth, 


phat argument that proves every thing; that reaſoning which 


makes every thing prove one point in human affairs 1s, I 


* confeſs, that for which I have no great eſteem. Some years 


ago, certain individuals of extenſive commercial concerns 


were very much embarraſſed. A parliamentary meaſure was 


adopted for their relief. Upon that occaſion, I remember, 


. we were told, It is true that the credit of ſome individuals 


- * x . o « Y * .. = , * F 
indeed is low, but the public credit is higher than it ever was 


before this period; nay, it is the increaſe of the national 
wealth that is the cauſe of this temporary embarraſſment!“ 


A change has taken place, now the public credit has fallen, 
and every thinking man in the kingdom “ 1s alarmed at the 


{tate of it, and we are told that true it is, the public credit is 


| lowered, but then look at the credit of individuals in com- 


merce, it is from their condition the real ſtate of the country is 


to be eſtimated ;” that is to ſay, that which was worth no- 
Vor. I. 1796. F 
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thing formerly as an argument, is now worth every. thing; 
and what was formerly worth every. thing, is now worth no- 
thing. This mode of reaſoning, I own, does not make a very 


deep impreſſion upon me. All theſe conjectures ſhould paſs 


for little, The only certainty we have is, that this country 
| has from time to time borne moſt enormous burdens, and 


which, are now moſt enormouſly encreaſing; and all that we, 


hear concerning our ability to bear our burdens, : are mare 
ſpeculations upon future advantages. 

The right honourable gentleman ſaid, that if we are to 

continue to iſſue our navy bills, they ſhall be iſſued under. 

different terms from what they have been accuſtomed to be. 

I did not underſtand him clearly upon that ſubject. I do not 

know, whether he means to have a ſubſtitute for navy bills. 


We ought to know-as to the plan to. be purſued in future- 


upon that ſubject, in order that we may know whether this: 
meaſure will co-operate with that plan, and whether in any: 
meaſure they can be made to affiſt each other. If the right 
| honourable gentleman has any plan of iſſuing navy bills pay- 


able at a ſhorter period than they have ever hitherto.been paid,, 


I ſhall approve of it in one particular. I mean the ſhortneſs, 
of. the time of payment. But I am of opinion. it would be: 


unneceſſary to include in that law the whole of the navy bills, 


| becauſe the force of that law, on ſuch bills as are included i in 
it, will tend to diminiſh the diſcount on. thoſe that are not. 
There was one part of the ſpeech of the right honourable, 


gentleman ſo ſilly, ſo. childiſh, that really when I heard it 1 


_ almoſt diſtruſted my own ſenſes. I was hardly ſure that it 
was him I was hearing. It was that part of his ſpeech. 


Which ſtated to us the eftect which the meaſure now pro- 
poſed already had: the diſcount had already been diminiſhed 


upon nayy. bills—moſt wonderful that ſuch a meaſure ſhould. 


have had ſuch an effecc•c! What other effect did he expect : 


it to have? Indeed there required not half the fagaciry of 
the right honourable gentleman to make that diſcovery. 


The miniſter has not ſtated what he means to do in future 
1 with reſpect to navy bills, or any other government ſecurity. 


Before we enter upon a plan ſo large as this is, we ought to 
know a great deal more than is yet confided to us. Suppoſe 


he continues his old way of iſſuing navy bills—does any. 
intelligent man think that this meaſure will diminiſh the diſ- 


count upon government bills in future? Should he be fo 
unſortunate for ſome years to come, in all tranſactions of this 


nature, as he has been of late TRAPS, I diſtreſs muſt this 


5 The 


9 ſulker ? 
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Ihe whole of this ſubject, and many general topics con- 
need with it, were before this houſe laſt year; upon which 
occaſion an honourable friend of mine did himſelf great cre- 
dit. He ſtated moſt ably the inconvenience of this mode of 
raiſing money, both for the army and navy. The political 
and commercial effects he ſhewed, to my conviction, would 
be moſt ruinous, of which the propoſition now before you is a 
proof. That to a certain degree the evil was inevitable J am 
Willing to allow; but there Fave been no peculiar circum- 
ſtanees in the courſe of the laſt year of this war, which mi- 
niſters can fairly ſay went beyond the ordinary courſe of 
calculation as to the expences of this country. There are 
many reaſons for expecting that their calculations ſhould in 
that inſtance have been nearly correct. I do not mean fo 
much to oppoſe the whole of the meaſure before you, as I 
deſire to demur to the execution of it, until the miniſter ſhall 
have laid before us much more information as to his plan of 
finance than we poſleſs at preſent. — Tore, 


Mr. Huey ſaid that the preſent meaſure would not tend to 
take money out of the market, for it was only withdrawing 
one ſpecies of paper ſecurity by giving another. He had 
heard it reported that the navy bills in queſtion were not iſſued 
for naval ſervice, but for the purpoſe of raiſing money to be 
applied to other objects, and he ſhould be glad to hear this 


— — 


Sir William Pulteney faid that he entertained great doubts 
of the propriety of the meaſure propoſed by the Chancellor 


of the Exchequer. The ſudden riſe of the diſcount muſt 
have ariſen from ſome extraordinary caiife. The export of 
: poets could not have produced to ſuch a degree this effect. 

At the end of a war difcounts are generally leffened, becauſe 
credit begins to gain ground; the proſpect of new iſſues is 


removed and the circulating is encreaſed. In time of war 


it was difficult to diminiſh the diſcounts, becauſe it was dif- 
ficult to encreaſe the circulating medium. There were two 
ways by which this might be attempted. By taking govern- 
ment ſecurities out of the market nd alteration in the quan- 
fity of the circulating medium was effected. What was ob- 
tained by a loan in one way was returned in another. It 

was neceflary to encreaſe the circulating medium and render 
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the quantity equal to the demand; no juggling tricks and 
pretended expedients would be of any avail, and to produce 


this effect the operation of commerce was flow. He did 
not think therefore that the preſent meaſure, though attended 
with ſuch an exorbitant expence, and ſuch diſadvantageous : 
terms, would anſwer the deſired end. Till the quantity of 


circulating medium was encreaſed, nothing could keep up the 
value of navy bills. The honourable gentleman ſhould have 
tried the effect of the principle of competition which he had 
_ extolled in other caſes. He ſhould have offered four millions 


to be funded in the firſt place, and allowed a competition to 
take place among the holders. In this caſe he was convinced 


that a better bargain might have been made. Upon this 
occaſion the honourable gentleman had been miſlead. He 


had an opportunity of obliging a number of individuals, 


though he did not believe this was the motive of his 
conduct. He was convinced, however, that the meaſure 
would not produce the effect. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he aways heard with 
_ reſpect whatcver fell from the honourable baronet, though 


he could not help differing from him on the preſent occaſion, 


and in the CPU which he held on this ſubject, he believed 
he agreed with every monied man in the country, with whom 


he had ever converſed. He nevertheleſs differed from him 
on a very plain and ſimple principle. There was a great and 
eſſential difference between the capital veſted in the public 
funds, and that which from its nature lay dormant. It was 


. well known that navy bills floating in the market, were held 


by perſons in the metropolis, and abſorbed a quantity of ca- 


pital, but when funded were diffuſed over the kingdom, and 


employed what aroſe from the profits of induſtry and com- 


merce in different places. 
Mr. Fox aſked, if there were any particular documents on 


the table with regard to the mode of W the navy bills : 


according to their various dates? 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied in the affirmative, 


and ſaid, that proper diviſions had been made by months. 
The firſt queſtion was then put and carried. 
The Chairman then put the ſecond queſtion, 


That proviſion be ak for enabling his Majeſty to ſatisfy all the Hos bills 


made out by virtue of an act of laſt ſeſſion of parliament, for enabling his 
_ Majeſty to raiſe the ſur of 2,500,c00l. for the uſes and purpoſes therein 
Jnentioned. | 


"Which 
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Which was likewiſe carried, and the Houſe being reſumed, 
the report was ordered to be Teceived on Monday. 
The committees of ſupply, and ways and means, were 
poſtponed till Monday? 
Ihe committee on the King's ſpeech was poſtponed till 
Thurſday ſe'nnight. 
_ The Quakers bill was read a ſecond time, and committed ; 
for Wedneſday next. | 
Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
| Moxa, Ofteber 31. 
4 perſon from the Cuſtom-houſe brought up an account 
of the amount. of bounties paid to the importers of corn to 
the 13th of October 1796. 
| Corrected accounts of the receipts and payments of the 
Eaſt India company from the 1ſt o % March 1795, to 1ſt of 
March 1796, and from 1ſt of March 1796, to iſt of Septem- 
ber 1796, as well as an account continued by eſtimate, to the g 
Iſt of March 1797» were received and as to he on the - 
table. | | 
Mr. Reſe moved; for the printing of as many '6f theſe 28. 


counts as would be 1 — — 5 for the uſe of the members. 
| Ordered. RIS: 


FUNDING THE NAVY AND EXCHEQUER BILLS. 


| The report of the committee of ſupply was rouge up on 
Funding the navy and exchequer bills. _ 

Mr. Fox ſaid, as he underſtood that the Houle would has 
the terms of this bargain more ſpecifically ſtated in the com- 
mittee of ways and means, he would reſerve for that com- 
3 i mittee any obſervations he had to make on the ſubjec. 
bo The order of the day was read for a committee of ways 

F and means, and the amount of the iſſue of the exchequer 
dills, and the eſtimate of the navy debt were ordered to be 
ſubmitted to the ſaid committee. Mr. Hobart in the chair. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that having already 
ſtated his ideas on the ſubject then under conſideration. of 
the committee, he ſhould reſerve. himſelf till he had heard 
what further objections might be urged to the propoſed mea- 
ſure, and ſhould fimply move the neceſſary reſolutions. 

I. That all perſons entitled to any navy, victualling, and tranſport bills which 

' were made on or before the 31ft of December 1795, who ſhall on or before the 12th 

day of November 1796, carry the ſame (having had ms intereſt computed and 

marked 
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marked at the navy, victualling, and tranſport offices, to the 16th of December 
1796) to the treaſurer of the Navy tc be marked and certified to the Bank, ſhall | in 
Their option be entitled to every Tool. of ſuch bills to 

1731. 128. 5d. 3 per cent. annuities, to commence 5th of July 1796, or to 

1381. 178. od 4 fer cent. annuities, to commence 1oth of October 1796, or te 

1191. os. 11 5 per cent. annuities, to commence 5th of July 1796, 
to be payable half yearly out of the conſolidated Funds. | 

II. That the bills which were made out after the 31ſt of . 1795, and 
on or before the 3zoth of April 790, ſhall in their option be entitled for every 
A Tool. of ſuch bills to | - 

1561. 19 92d, 3 per ten. annuities, to eommence 5th of July OO or to 
- 2371. 185. 7 . 4 per cent. annuities, to commence 20th of October 1796, or to 

55 1181. 0s. 101d. 5 per cent. antuities, to commence 5th of July 1796. 

to be payable half yearly out of the conſolidated fund. W 

111. That the bills which were made out after the zoth of April 1796, and be- 
Fore the 31ſt of July 1796, ſhall in-their 8 be entitled for every 100l of ſuch | 
- bills to | 
1751. 8, ob. 3 per cent. annuities, to commence «th of July 1796, or to 
3561. 198. 82 d, 4 fer cent. annuities, to commence 10th of October 1796, or to 
| 1171. 128. 11 xd. & per cent. annuities, to commence 5th of Juy 796, 
to be paid half yearly out of the conſolidated funds. 

_ IV. The ſame bills, which were made out after the 3 1ſt of July, SHY and bee 
fore the 2 7th of October 1796, mall i in their W be entitled for W 300]. ot 
| fuch bills to | | 

"2731: 188. 30. 2 per cent, 1 to commence - 5th of July 1796, or to 

21361. 15, 10. 4 Per cent. annuities, to commence roth of October 1796, or to 
1161. 198. 2d. 5 per. cent annuities, to commence 5th of July 1796, | 
to be payable half yearly out of the conſolidated funds, 

V. Thar all perſons entitled to exchequer bills made out purſuant to an act of 
Hft ſeſſion for raiſing 2,500,009', by vote of credit, who ſhall on or before the 12th 
day of November 1796, carry the ſame to the paymaſter of the exchequer bills, | 
all receive a certificate 8 88 uch perfon at his nm for every 100]. of ſuch 
bills to | 
7761. 198. 924 3 FRY cent. annuit! es, commencing the ch of July 1796, or to 
1371. 18s, 77d. 4 per cent. annuities, commencing roth of October 1756, or to 
1781. 6s. 101d. 5 per cent. annuities, commencing 5th of July I 796, 
do be paid half yearly ont of the conſolidated fund, 


Mr. Fox then roſe and faid, when a converſation took place 
on this ſubject on a former day, I then conſidered it as 
my duty to ſtate to the committee ſome conſiderations, 
which weighed ſtrongly in my mind; Firſt, on the ruinous 
tendency of extending this ſyſtem beyond all precedent 

in former times, even the moſt critical, which this country 
ks: ever witneſſed: fecondly, on the difadvantageous nature 
of the particular terms, on which this bargain is propoſed 0 
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be concluded. Since that time I have had more leiſure to 


conſider the ſubject; I have alſo had an opportunity to con- 
ſult gentlemen perfectly converſant in ſuch queſtions, and to 


avail myſelf of their information. I am now, therefore, en- 


abled to ſpeak with greater confidence as to the particular 
terms of the bargain. ; U;. . 
In my former calculations with reſpect to the rate of in- 


tereſt to the holders of navy bills, I calculated at 103 per cent. 
In this point I admit that I took the extreme caſe, and alſo 


that I made a ſmall miſtake in the uſe of the words per cent. 
EF ought not to have calculated it at 103 per cent. but at the 
rate of 103 upon 85 or 86. The following is the accurate 


calculation of- the intereſt made upon a navy bill bought two 
months ago at 15 per cent. diſcount, ſuppoling it to be funded 


according to the Chancellor of the Exchequer's plan, in 


the 5 per cents. at 2 I-half per cent. below the market price 
of 88: „„ „„ 


Intereſt on 100l. for 60 days, at 4 per cent. — 


Md: 


Intereſt on ditto, from the 3oth of October to the 12th of December, | 
PPP „ Zn 
Premium of 2 1-half per cent. on each fool. ſtock, in the 5 per cent.) 
__ * valted-at 88, „or on 1141. ſtock, which is equivalent to Tool. an 16 0 
money, 1 EY m_. AE V : 
Diſcount at 15 per cent. — — — 186 0 
: By g 


_ * 18]; 198. 3d: being allowed on 851. (the purchaſe money 
of the nayy. bill) is equal to an intereſt on 100l. of 221. 5s. d. 
If therefore the intereſt for 60 days is 221. 58. 5d. the intereſt; 

| for a whole year, or 365 days, will be 1351. 98. It now 
turns out from this calculation, that inſtead of ro3, the in- 


tereſt at the rate of a whole year amounts to 133; When 
bargains are made on ſuch extravagant terms, examples of 


_ profuſion may ceaſe to ſtrike the public mind with ſurpriſe, 


and the difference between 103 and 135 may be but little 


heeded. Is however the number of thoſe bills which are to 


be funded on ſuch enormous terms ſo very ſmall, is the: ſtate: 


of the country ſuch as to enable it to conclude a bargain, on 


terms ſo extraordinary and unprecedented? The right ho- 


nourable gentleman deplores the neceſſity which renders ſuch 


a meaſure neceſſary z in my mind:it is not enough to deplore- 


tlie neceſſity which is attended with an evil of ſuch magni- 


tude ; we ought alfo to ſeek the means to prevent it in future. 


On former occaſions the right honourable gentleman himſelf 
Was not the ſloweſt. to reprobate ſuch inſtances of abuſe; he 


was himſelf, in 1782, the member of a committee to examine 
N Mx. „ 65 35 ; = - PR into 
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Into the ſtate of public accounts, and to detect any inſtance 
of miſconduct in the financial operations of miniſters. Of 


this circumſtance he was reminded by an honourable friend 


of mine, (Mr. Grey), the member for Northumberland, 
whoſe abſence on the preſent occaſion I regret ; but whom 
at all times I can only regard with the higheſt ſentiments of 
reſpect, admiration and eſteem. When he was reminded by 
that honourable friend how far he had ſince deviated from the 
principles he profeſſèd, and the conduct he had adopted in 
1782, his only defence was an appeal to ſimilar inſtances of 
_ abuſes which had formerly been practiſed ; but in the preſent ' 
| Inſtance, he cannot even ſet up this ground of juſtification. 
He will not ſurely contend that navy bills have ever at any 
former period been iſſued to ſuch an extent. It is neceflary 
only to refer to the experience of laſt year; it muſt appear a 

moſt extraordinary and unprecedented fact, that there ſhould 

have been iſſucd navy bills to the amount of not leſs than 
eight millions more than had been foreſeen in the calculations 


of the right honourable gentleman. If the public ſervice 


called for ſuch an immenſe: ſum, it was ſurely incumbent 
upon him. even to have faced the inconvenience of calling 


together parhament at an unuſual period, in order to obtain 
their ſanction to raiſe the neceſſary ſupplies. He ought for 


two reaſons to have adopted this meaſure of aſſembling par- 
| Lament at ſuch a criſis; firſt, to avoid the danger of the pre- 
cedent of raiſing money to ſuch an unlimited extent, without 
the regular ſanction of the guardians of the public purſe. 
hope to prevent thoſe ruinous terms of intereſt, With 


which the bargain for ſo large a ſum myſt ultimately be at- 


2 tended to the public. I now come to advert to the particular 


terms. On the face of the bargain itſelf there always ap- 
peared to me ſomething particular in the different rates of- 
fered to the holders of the bills. It is evident that the in- 
creaſe of the capital muſt be, very different according to the 
different ſtocks, and that alſo the quantum of annuity muſt he 
very different on the ſame principle. The right honourable. 
gentleman and myſelf fomerly differed on the queſtion, 
“Whether, in the ſyſtem of funding, it was better for the 
public to make the intereſt light or to increaſe the capital?“ 
I was rather diſpoſed to think that to extend the capital was a> 
leſs evil than to burden the public with a heavy intereſt. I 
ſuſpect, however, that all our difference on this queſtion was | 
only with reſpect to the quantum. And as I would conſider 
it adviſable to make a ſmall addition to the intereſt in order 
to diminiſh the capital, io the right honourable eat 
0 
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would alſo think it right ſomewhat to extend the capital, in 


order to alleviate the preſſure of intereſt. The ſinking fund 
bill has ä made ſome difference in the queſtion. 


But what is the reſult which I now with to ſubmit to the 
committee? The natural reſult of this reaſoning, with reſ- 
peck to capital and intereſt evidently is, That in proportion as 


the capital is extended, the intereſt ought to be low, and vice 
verſa, in proportion as the capital is diminiſhed, the intereſt 


ought to be increaſed. No propoſition can be more obvious 
than this, yet, when in the preſent inſtance J applied it to the 
different rates of capital and intereſt in the different ſtocks 


propoſed to the holders of the bills, I found directly the 
reverſe to be the caſe. This will appear from the following 
comparative ſtatement of the rates of capital and annuity, 


calculated in the four different claſſes of the terms offered to 


the reſpeCtive holders of the bills, 


„iST CLASS, 8 Intereſt, 


Navy bill of 100l. funded in the 3 per cents. at 56, will 1. % I. 8. d. 

create in ſtock a debt of . 5 75" hh 178 1 1 7 2 

Ditto in the 4 per cents. at 72 «** „ 138 18 . "a 
Ditto in the 5 per cents, at 84 — — 19 1 5 19 ® 


Te irons. $xcoxD CLASS. | 
Navy bill of xool. funded in the 3 per cents. at 56 1-half, 


will create in ſtock a debt of VVV 8 
Ditto in the 4 per cents. at 72 1-half ' — 1237 8 85 10 4 
Ditto in the 5 per cents. at 84 1-half «== 118 7 5 18 4 
dd 'T - o "a 5 
Navy bill of 100l. funded in the 3 per cents. at 3), will N 
ereate in ſtock adebtof == = 175 14 1 
? Ditto in the 4 per cents. at 73 — — 1337 „„ 7 
Ditto in the 5 per cents. at 5 = — 117 13 3 17 8 
| 5 ron erh et. 
Navy bill of 100l. funded in the 3 per cents. at 57 1-half | 
Will create in ſtock a debt of «== mw x73 18 ''S 4 & 
Ditto in the 4 per cents. at 73 I-half =  — 136 2 e | 
Ditto in the 5 per cents. at 85 1-half — — 116 #17 @ 
RED | FIRST CLASS» „ : MEH 
Exceſs of ſtock funded in the 3 per cents. above the 4 per Ei -; 4 
= os oy Bo TR. 


Ditto above the 5 per cents. 8 — — — 59 22 12 0 


Vor. I. 1796, al 3 


Arcon: 


rere 5 * n 


154 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. L‘ 
1 | SECOND CLASS, 9 
In proportion to the difference in the firſt 
dilaſs, the difference of intereſt ſhould | 
Rave been . . 5 1 5A 
5 | I 31 Exceſs of ſtock funded in the 3 3 
5 per cents. above the 4 per cents — : 39 2 4 8 | 
T1 10 Ditto above the 5 per cents. — 38 13 
| | THIRD CLASS» - 5 
<4 af Exceſs of ſtock funded in the 3 N ns 
| : per cents. above the 4 per cents 38 14 4 4 
11 10 Ditto above the 5 per cents, = 38 1 12.5 


ak FOURTH CLASS3 9 
3 10 Exceſs of ſtock funded in the 3 | Eo eng 
per cents. above the 4 per cents. — 37 17 4 5 
11 6 Ditto above the 5 per cents. — 56 19 12 8 


bis ſtatement ſuggeſts many obſervations. If the capital W 
is right, the difference of intereſt muſt be wrong. In the firſt | 
claſs, the difference between the 3 per cents. and the 4 per 
rents. is 3291. 148. the annuity is only four ſhillings. So that, 
in return for this capital of 39l. 148. the public are only com- 
penſated by an annuity of four ſhillings. In the firſt claſs, 
the difference of capital between the 3 per cents. and the 5 C 
per cents. is 59l. 115. the difference of intereſt is 328. The 1 
committee mult here perceive the ſtriking inequality between 
the rates of capital and intereſt in the 3 and the 5 per. cents. 3 
But, in order to render this inequality {till more apparent, let | 
us compare the rates in the 5 per cents. of the firft and fourth 
_ claſs. In the firſt claſs, the difference of capital between the 
3 and 5 per cents. is 59l. 11s. the difference of intereſt is 128. 
In the fourth claſs, the difference of capital is 56l. 19s. the 
difference of intereſt is 128. 8d. Nothing farther can be ne- 
ceſſary to ſhew the amazing diſpropertion of thoſe rates, and 
that the terms are as maccurately calculated in their propor- 
tions, as they are groſsly extravagant in their general amount. 
Jam indeed wholly at a loſs to account upon what principle 
of calculation, or upon what ground of policy this meaſure 
can be ſupported. For J contend, that if the rates in the firſt 
claſs are arranged upon any rational principle, the proportion 
of thoſe in the fourth, in the correſponding funds muſt be 
abſurd in the extreme. Either, in the firſt claſs, you exten 
your capftal beyond the proper bounds, or, in the fourth, you 
Jacrihce too much intereſt, e e 


\ 
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However difficult it may be to arrange the degrees of thvſe 
terms, that buſineſs, I think, ought to be ſubmitted to the 
deciſion of parliament, and not left to the diſcretion of the 
ſtockholders. Inſtead of adopting the regular proportion, 
and calculatmg downwards, a directly contrary mode of cal- 
culation has been employed. The difference of intereſt is 
made greater in proportion as the capital is leſs, and vice ver ſa 
in proportion as the capital is greater, the intereſt is leſs. 

In the courſe of the diſcuſſion on this ſubject, we have 
repeatedly heard of the term bonus. The frequent intro- 
duction of this term bonus, upon this occaſion, I for one have 
not conſidered to be very regular or auſpicious. In borrow- 
ing of large ſums at all times the neceſſity of a bonus is 4 


matter of very ſerious conſideration to the country, and 


forms no ſmall addition to the preſſure of public burdens z 


but let us conſider the particular nature and circumſtances of 


the preſent tranſaction. We ſhall find in this inſtance the 
hardſhip greatly increaſed, and the preſſure doubly ſevere. 
Let us conſider that thoſe bills are originally ifſued at a dif- 
count of 7, 10, and ultimately of 14 and 15 per cent. In 
what light can this be conſidered but as a bonus? And after 
this enormous bonus, not a period when you are borrowing, 
but when you are taking meaſures to pay what you have bor- 
rowed, you think it neceſſary to give ſo much additional % 
At moſt you can only ſtate that this bonus is given in order to 
Induce the holders to change the form of their ſecurity from 
the public. Is it poſſible not to foreſee the conſequences of 
ſuch a proceeding in great financial operations, and ſuch is the 
preſent ſituation of this country, that it is only to great finan- 
cCial operations we can look in order adequately to meet the 
5 5 28 exigencies? Ought we not in diſcuſſing ſuch a mea- 
iure to advert a little to the reſources of the/country ? Great 
and powerful as thoſe reſources may be, they muſt be no- 
thing leſs than inexhauſtible, if they are able to ſtand the ef- 
fect of a repetition of ſuch meaſures, particularly at a period 
when we know not how often or to what extent we may be 
required to give our ſanction to freſh loans for the public ſer- 
vice. How long is it fitting that the public ſheuld be called 
upon to buy up debt on ſuch profuſe and enormous terms? 
Good God, is it not a conſiderable bonus, when navy bills are 
bought up at 9 per cent. diſcount, and are now to be paid 
without any diſcount at all, Here I am told of the incon- 
venience of ſuffering ſuch an immenfe maſs of floating debt 
to remain unfunded in the market. I am told of the conſe- 
quent ſcarcity of cirgulating medium, and of the important 
Wo CCC relief 
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relief which will in this TI be afforded by removing thoſe 
bills out of the market. 


that ſuch reaſonings are conducted very much in the dark. 
In 1793 there was the ſame complaint of the want of a circu- 
lating medium. In order to remedy the deficiency, five mil- 
lions of Exchequer bills were then iſſued. Now as a remedy 
for the ſame evil, it is propoſed to take a certain quantity of 


unfunded bills out of the market. The true cauſe of this 


ſcarcity of circulating medium, and of all the conſequent em- 


barraſſment is, that we are ſpending fifty or ſixty millions 


annually. It is to this enormous rate of expenditure we are 


to look as the real cauſe ot the diſtreſs, and not to any partial 


and theoretical evil, which it is thus at different-times, as 


ſuits the prpoſe of a in iſter, propoſed to meet by remedies 
diametrically oppoſite. We are told that the evil day will 
come at laſt, and that it will be neceſfary to pay thoſe bills at 


different intervals, at fix, ſeven, or twelve months. I fa 


then, rather borrow now on any terms, than ſubmit to the 


_ unprecedented meaſure of buying up debt at ſuch an enor- 


mous rate. I am not inclined to ſpeculate on the future ſtate: 


of public credit, but I am not ſanguine enough to hope, that 
if ſuch meajures as the preſent are adopted, it will be much 
improved at a future period. Do not, however, let us adopt 
the language, „Let us make any terms we can now, for we 
Mall afterwards be obliged to make worſe.“ I truſt that this 
is not the juſtification of the preſent meaſure, and yet I ſee no 
other which can readily be adopted. What the credit of the 


Country may be at a future period muſt neceſſarily depend on 
various cauſes, on the events of the war, on the probability of 
peace, or on the length of time during which there is a proſ- 
pect that the war may be continued. My opinion is, that the 
adoption of ſuch meaſures will tend more to injure the credit _ 


of the country, than any other expedient which poſſibly could 


be employed. Nothing can more effectually contribute to 
aggravate the public diſtreſs, than the attempt to conceal its 


real cauſe, to account for it by illuſive and fallacious theories, 
and to meet it by partial and inefficient remedies. If we 


_ wiſh ſuitably to provide for the exigency of the criſis, and to 


_ redreſs the exiſting evils, let us not have recourſe to empty 
_ Hypotheſis, or to contradictory expedients. Let us raiſe the 
public income to the ſcale of the public expenditure, or let us 
confine the expenditure within the limits of the income. We 


May thus expect to remedy the deficiency of the circulating 


am not much diſpoſed to reaſon 
_ confidently on any hypotheſis with reſpect to the circulating 
medium. The reſult of the hypotheſis has generally ſhown 
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medium, and to remove the embarraſſment which is in con- 
ſequence experienced, which, while we perſevere in our pre- 


ſent ſyſtem of unlimited confidence, and ruinous profuſion, 


we never can hope to effect by liſtening to vague theories, or 


by adopting oppoſite expedients, to redreſs the ſame evil. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that though he ſhould 
not detain the committee at any confiderable length in what 
he had to offer, he ſhould endeavour to follow the honourable 


_ gentleman through the principal points upon which he had 


touched. He was happy to have found an opportunity of 


_ explaining the true point of view in which the preſent meaſure 
was to be conſidered, and to reply to the exaggerated flate- 
ments and highly coloured repreſentations which the honour- 
able gentleman had made. The firſt ſtatement given by the 


honourable gentleman of the intereſt which the holders of 


navy bills would receive on a certain proportion of the bills, 
Vas at the rate of 1031. per cent. but he had now corrected his 
ſtatement, and found that it amounted to 130l. While it 


was admitted that this was an extreme caſe, the honourable 
gentleman, however, had repreſented the calculation as appli- 


cable to a conſiderable part of the debt. This correFed ſtate- 
ment the honourable gentleman would find it neceſſary to 
correct, if he examined with accuracy the whole of the cir- - 


cumſtances from which it was derived. With regard to the 
principle upon which the ſubject was to be viewed, it was 
underitood that the holder of navy bills had no ſecurity that 
the payment of the ſums for which they were received, would 


be made in leſs than 15 months. If the public however, 


finds it convenient to diſcharge them in ſix weeks, or any 


Other period leſs than that for which they were originally if- 


ſued, was it fair to calculate as a profit on one month what 
from this circumſtance aroſe upon a bill which the holder had 
received as payable at 15 months? Was it fair to repreſent 

the credit of the country as in a general ſtate of depreciation, 


| becauſe individuals might receive a profit which they had not 
in their contemplation, and which could in no degree be con- 
ſidered as the motive from which the ſecurity was taken, 


nor the rate at which government was ſupphed ? But even 


had it been true as to the general character which it gave to 
the credit of the country, which the honourable gentleman 
| had laboured to prove ſo affected and fo depreciated, it could 


not juſtify him in concluding that the credit of government 


ſecurities was lower than at any former period. Did the. 


honourable gentleman think that the preſent period is that 
when navy bulls Were at the higheſt diſcount ? The honour- 
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not in a moment of war, but nine months after preliminaries 
of peace were ſigned, four millions of Exchequer bills were 


the honourable gentlemen was deſirous to confine himſelf to 
bills iſſued during the laſt period, and upon which he had 
calculated the extravagant intereſt to ariſc, he ſhould take in 


che whole of the month of October. During that month, 


however, the average ſtate of the diſcount was 10l. per cent. 


In order to colour as high as poſſible the gloomy and melan- 
choly picture which he drew of the ſtate of credit, he had 


formed his ſtatement upon the higheſt day of that period as 


the rate of diſcount for the whole of the month. When the. 
terms of a bargain were ditcuſiing, the object of which was 
to remove out of the market that quantity of floating fecurities 


which the honourable gentleman had repreſented as the very 


' cauſe of that evil which he deſcribed in ſuch ſtrong colours, 
it was to have been expected that theſe objections would have 


been waved. The principle itſelf was far from being denied, 
and the meaſure derived ſupport from the very manner in 


which it had been condemned. To diſcover the real advan- 
tage which the holders of the bills received, it was neceſſary 


to conſider the whole of the ſubje&t. He had likewiſe pre- 


_- _ pared calculations upon this point, from the reſult of which 
the committee would be able to perceive what in reality had 
been the general rate of diſcount upon navy bills, for the pe- 
riod for which they were iſſued. They were to compare, 


then, the extremes of the loweſt and higheſt; and the com- 


mittee would be ſurpriſed to know, after the gloomy accounts 
they had heard, that the average of the diſcounts from Qc=: 
tober, 1795, to the end of October, 1796, was only 6 one- 


half per cent. 'The average of each month was likewiſe to be 


viewed along with the quantity iſſued each month, ſo that it 
appeared that the holders of the bills, fo far from receiving at 
the rate of 1031. per cent. or according to the honourable. 


gentleman's corrected ſtatement, at the rate of 13ol. per cent. 
received upon the bilis, iſſued for that period no more than 
6 I half per cent. With regard to the difference which ought 
to be made between the perſons holding bills for a greater 


or leſs ſpace he would not at preſent argue. He ſhould after- 
Wards ſtate what difference he had made. He wiſhed, how« 


ever, to recal the ſentiments of the honourable gentleman: 
upon this point, during former periods. When he had firſt 


end 


ble gentleman ſurely need not be reminded of that period 
when he himſelf filled a high office in adminiſtration, when 


iſſued, which fell to a diſcount of 21 per cent. But even if 


entered into the ſituation which he now filled, when at the 
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end of the American war, amidſt the financial diſorder which 


then prevailed, when for a period of five years the average 
diſcount upon navy bills had been higher than when the 


honourable gentleman himſelf had previouſly been in admini- 
ſtration, and yet parliament had never been called on to pre- 
vent the neceſſity of fo much floating ſecurities, and-to afford 


the ſupplies which had been raiſed by the ilue of theſe bills, 


and he (Mr. Pitt) was called upon to fund that maſs of un- 
Provided debt, the idea of diſcrimination was violently op- 


poſed by the honourable gentleman. and he fpoke with 
equal confidence and certainty of the blow which credit 
was to receive, as he did on the preſent occaſion. It ap- 
peared, however, that the honourable gentleman had changed | 
his opinion, and that the principles which he profeſſed in 
1784, did not apply in 1796, as they had done at the former 
period. The principle of diſcrimination which he had pro- 
poſed to introduce, and had explained formerly, was one 
which policy dictated, if the propriety of funding was at all 


admitted. The honourable gentleman had talked of a bonus 


when the money was borrowed, and a bonus when it was to 


be paid. The point, however, ſtood ſhortly thus : Upon 


. every 100l. which was iſſued in the way of navy bills, the 
holder, at the rate of 4 per cent. was to receive 1051. in fif- 
teen months. To induce the holders to take a different ſpe- 
cies of ſecyrity, it was neceſſary to give ſomething more than 


the real value: if this flight advantage was not given, then 
the public incurred no additional expence, and unleſs the ho- 
nourable gentleman maintained (what rather ſeemed to be 
the object of his argument to repreſent in a different Hght) 
that at the time when the bills became due, the {tate of the 


finances and of credit might be ſo improved that they might 
be diſcharged more advantageouſly, he could ſee no objection 
to the meaſure. He himſelf was inclined to think that the 
public credit and reſources would at that future period be in 


o flourithing a ſtate as to realize this ſuppoſition, and were 
it proper to ſpeculate at all, he ſhould ſpeculate upon ſuch an 


event. But if it might interfere with tie exertions by which 


we were to be placed in that deſirable ſituation, to allow the 


market to be depreſſed, and our reſources fettered by ſuch a 
quantity of floating fecurities, were to defeat the ſpeculation, 


and to diſappoint our proſpects. But the honourable gen- 


tleman ſaid, that he ſhould not ſpeculate on ſuch a favourable 


ſtate of our public ſituation, at ſuch a period, and was in- 


clined to hold out views of a leſs pleaſing nature, If, how- 


Ever, thele navy bills were to be paid at little more thay the 


rate 
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rate which the holders were entitled to receive at the end of 
fifteen months, the honourable gentleman cannot object to 
the meaſure, if he cannot prove that the advantage of paying 
Juſt now, with tte fmall additional temptation to the holder is 
compenſated, by the ſaving which this difference would occa- 
ſion. The honourable gentleman would not ſurely fay that 
6 per cent. for fourteen months, with a view to induce the 
holders to fall in with the plan, was an extravagant profit. 
The honourable gentleman ſaid that the navy bills, notwith- 
ſtanding the law by which they were to be paid in 15 months, 
had continued to experience a high diſcount. It ſurely, 
however, was not diſcreditable to have introduced a law, un- 
der the operation of which they had maintained their credit ſo 
well, compared with the {tate of depreciation they had ex- 
perienced during the American war, and at other periods. 
It was ſaid that more navy bills have been iſſued than he had 
ſtated to be neceſſary. The honourable gentleman, however, 
did not obſerve that the declaration to which he alluded, re- 
lated to the balance of the navy debt, not to the balance of 
navy bills laſt year—two points very different. The latter 
would be paid from the ſupplies, and for which intereſt was _ 
provided. The navy then was not encreaſed. Three mil- 2 
lions had been ſtated laſt year as the navy debt, and four - 
millions more might have ariſen, ſo that the amount on the 
whole was ſeven millions. The honourable gentleman had 
ſaid that parliament ſhould have been aſſembled and called 
for the regular ſupplies, inſtead of iſſuing bills to ſuch 
an amount. But what had the honourable gentleman him» _ 3 
ſelf done when he was a member of adminiſtration ? Had = 
. he been of opinion that parliament ſhould have been ſum- 
moned, how could he reconcile it with the iſſue of four 
{ millions of navy bills in order to ſupply the wants of 
the public ſervice? The whole exceſs however did not 
exceed what he had ſtated, though he was ſorry that from 
unforeſeen circumſtances, it had not been ſufficient to 
cover the whole of the demands. The preſent meaſure was 
in fact a progreſs towards removing from the market thoſe 
floating ſecurities which the honourable gentleman repreſented 
as ſo diſadvantageous and towards the attainment of that 
object which he conſidered as neceſſary. With regard to 
the terms, it was aſked, Whether advantage was to be taken 
of the alteration of the funds? That, however, was of very 
little importance. The fall arofe from a peneral cauſe, 
though it was to be expected that before the new funded 
debt had properly diffuſed itſelf, ſome alteration in the ſtock 
BR. | | | m 
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In which it was veſted would take place a circumſtance 
which was foreſeen and allowed by the holders, though he 
had not conſidered it of much weight. That fall, however, 


5 ſhould be deducted from what was {tated to be the bonus re- 


ceived by the holders. That bonus was extremely ſmall, and 
of itfelf was a ftriking proof of the high eſtimation of Our 
reſources, and the genere al credit of our c ountry. I he ho- 


nourable gentleman {poke with a degree of candour on ano- 
ther point, in which the former diff-rence of opinion which 


ſubſiſted between them ſeemed to be forgotten. Perhaps the 


animoſity of the honourable gentleman had once diſplayed 


upon that ſubject was ſoftened by time, and they now had 


approached more near to the opinions of each other. He 


did not imagine that the honourable gentleman had purpoſely 


abated ſomewhat of the ſtrictneſs of a doctrine he had for- 
merly held ſo keenly, when he had no longer the ſame 10 
tives to preſs it to the utmoſt extent, eſpecially when he might 

find ſome advanta ge in the application of it on the preſent . 
occaſion. They 1 indeed had not, it ſeems, differed fo widely 

as they once imagine :d. This was with regard to the addi- 
tion of capital, and the quantity of intereſt. The advan- 
tages and diſadvantages of both modes of funding were ſuch, 
in the honourable gentleman's opinion, that it was not eaß) 


to allign the limits in wich they were to be taken. The 


honourable geatleman in expreſſing his opinion of the fund- 


ing in the higheſt claſs, had not ſtated his objections with 
that vehemence which he had difplayed on former occaſions. 


"The honourable gentleman had not recollected that the ſink- 
ing fund had the effect to render it more eligible to add to 
the intereſt rather than to the ca pita U, as it operated at once 
to the reduction of the maſs of tlie debt, and to improve the 


5 general credit of the country. If the honourable gentleman : 


himſelf found it difficult to determine how much intereſt 


ſhould be given, it would not ſeem ſurprifing to him that 


there were ſome difference in the proportions, . The greateſt 
variation was a fraction upon a point, which, the honourable 
gentleman had confeſſed, was not reduceable to any general 


Principle. He could not therefore expect any great propor- 
tion between them, for the intereſts would vary in different 
degrees. Having ſtated ſo much, the Chancellor of the Ex- 

chequer ſaid, he would not go farther into details, but 


{ſhould only Jobre the committee to bear in mind the points 
to which he had adverted, and the errors which he had ex- 
poſed in the ſtatements of the hon. gentleman, He had 
Jſhewn that the calculations of the honourable gentleman 

Vol. I. 1796. "> val 
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| were exaggerated. He had proved that on former oc” 
caſions, particularly after the concluſion of the laſt war, 


tke diſcount upon navy bills had been 21 per cent, and that 


only 6+ was the general rate to which they had been depreſſ- | 
ed. He ſhould therefore leave the committee to judge 


whether the meaſure deſerved the reprobation which it had 


received, and with what conſiſtency it proceeded from the 


hon. gentleman. 


| Mr. Fox ſaid, that he had indeed tated the diſcount upon 


navy bills as unfavourable to the credit of the country; but 


his calculation of the enormous rate of 1351. per cent. which 


had been paid for money, he had produced as inferring 


blame upon thoſe by whom it was given. He blamed mi- 


niſters becauſe they had borrowed money at ſuch intereſt. | 


He could not mean to repreſent the credit of the country 


funk ſo low as that better terms could not be obtained, be- 
cauſe then thoſe who borrowed could not be blamed; but 
he reprobated their conduct becauſe they had not prevented 


the neceſſity of ſuch terms. He had not confined himſelf 


merely to the month of October, for reckoning to the 8th 
of November ſome part of September muſt be included. 
The proportion of the bills which fell under his calculation, 


however, was nearly a third. The honourable gentleman 


had taken October as his average month, but did the ho- 
nourable gentleman ſeriouſly imagine that he had proved 
bis point by taking this average; for during eight or ten 
days the intention of funding was known, and the credit of 


the navy bills recovered of courſe. He had never ſtated that 


Holders of bills had in view a profit at the rate of 1351. per 
cent. but he had ſaid that miniſters were culpable in iſſuing 
bills when they knew that ſuch a profit would be paid by the 

public. The honourable gentleman had alluded to an ad- 
- miniſtration in which he (Mr. Fox) had the honour to be 
concerned, though he had no particular connection with the 
the financial department. Were navy bills then, however, 
in the ſame ſituation with that ſpecies of ſecurity now? 


At that time no intereſt began for ſix months, and there 


was no fixed period for their payment. With what propriety | 
then could the honourable gentleman compare the ſtate of 
navy bills then, with their fituation under the exiſting regu- 
lation. The law by which they were limited to fifteen 


months had met with his approbation, and he ſhould per- 


Haps give his ſupport to any propoſal that tended ſtill farther 
to limit the period of their circulation. He had ſaid that 


this meaſure had not been efficacious, but this he conceived. 


— 
* 
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was to be aſcribed to the magnitude of the evil, to which 
the remedy was inadequate. But the different ſituation in 


which navy bills now ſtood took away from the honour- 


able gentleman all advantage from the compariſon he had 
made. During the American war navy bills often ran two 
en Fain won three years. The honourable gentleman 
had 


Iluded to the diſcrimination which he had oppoſed 
when the navy bills were to be funded at the end of the 


American war. He had objeCted, becauſe at that time the _ 
only ſecurity which the holder had poſſeſſed was that he 


ſhould be paid previous to any bills of a ſubſequent date to 


thoſe he held, and becauſe it was propoſed in order to in- 
_ duce them to agree to the terms of funding, they were to 


have no preference over thoſe who accepted tie terms, and 


of courſe their payment might have been deferred till a new 


war, or ſome other circumſtance, rendered a new iſſue of 
navy bills neceflary. Upon this the point had been aban- 


doned. The honourable gentleman, who diſplayed the 
ſame magnanimity in receding as in advanaing, had given 
up his point but retained his opinion. He had ſtated that 

the oppoſition had proceeded from the moſt factious ſpiait, 
and in abandoning his plan he imputed it entirely to the 


idle clamour which faction had excited. The holders of 


the bills at this time, however, poſſeſs all the ſecurity 'of 
the country, and are entitled to be paid at the expiration 


of fifteen months. This he admitted was an improvement 


in finance. The honourable gentleman had ſaid that he had 
_ depreciated the number of navy bills, yet had refuſed his 
aſſent to the meaſure by which the number was to be de- 
creaſed. He confeſſed that he reprobated this unſyſtematic 
mode of proceeding. He did not think it was neceſſary to 


get rid of them on bad terms and he conceived it to be of 


üttle importance what advantage the holders. got in the 


bargain, if the honourable gentleman knew that it was to 


be paid. Though he did not know when the idea of fund- 
ing theſe bills had firſt occurred, he did not imagine it was 
quite new, and it was eaſy to conceive what advantage in- 
dividuals might have made by knowing that the meaſure was 
to take place. He did not imagine, however, that the 
honourable gentleman, would give opportunity for ſuch a 


ſpeculation, neither did he think ſo ill of the credit of the 
ceuntry, even under all the preſſure of this expenſive war, 
and under the management of its preſent finance miniſters, 


nor did he think the payment of intereſt at the rate of 130 
Per cent. had any thing to do with this point, yet he ſaw 
a TR > 


little 
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little ſubject of conſolation in perceiving that navy bills has 
laboured under a permanent depreſhon of 6' per cent. whick 
with their uſual intereſt amounted to more than 10 per cent. 
As to our credit it was liable to be affected by continuing 
in a ſyſtem of expence oat of proportion to our means. 
That the ifTaing of navy bills to ſuch an extent affected cre- 
dit he firmly believed, and he ſhould willingly concur in an 
meaſure by which the practice was {till farther regulate 
and confined. Theſe applications, however, were not ra- 
dical. To limit them to fix, or even three months, would 
not do if the quantity continued to be increaſed, and the 
money of the country to be diminiſhed. Theſe remedies | 
were ineffectual becauſe they did not reach the root. They 
did not produce any apparent influence, becauſe they were 
not equal to the rapid encreaſe, and confirmed inveteracy - 
of the evil. It was ſaid that 21 per cent. was no great bonus. 
He on the other hand thought it too much. It was ſaid 
you muſt give ſomething. He ſaw not the leaſt neceſſity 
for it, Here there was no advance of money. If the bilt 
was worth ſo much, they could keep it; it they wanted 5 
money, they got another exchangeable ſecurity at par. He 
did not think that any premium ſhould have been neceflary 3 
to induce men to part with an exchangeable ſecurity, at a 1 
diſcount, for another at par, and if the holder would not-. 
agree, it could only be on ſpeculation that other bills would 
be iſſued, from which they would derive ſome ultimate ad- 
vantage. On any other view the bargain muſt be favourable. 
The honourable gentleman had faid that he (Mr. Fox) had 
come nearer him upon the point of funding by capital or 
intereſt, but that he ſtill puſhed his opinion as far as ever. 
3 had never maintained his opinion in extremes. It was 
not neceſſary, however, to go back to former. di fferences, 
for the fame obſervations applied either as to the quantity 
of intereſt or the encreaſe of capital. It was true that he had 
ſaid that it. was difficult to aſcertain the proportion of intereſt 
+ which ſhould be held to the proportion of capital, but yet 
it was well known in arithmetic and mathematics that the 
relations of quantities might be aſcertained, from this he 
thought the latter might be diſcovered. Upon this ground 
he had arraigned the difference of intereſts in proportion to 
capital. He had been accuſed of preſenting gloomy highly 
coloured views of our ſituation. It was not, however, the 
_ queſtion, whether they were gloomy, but whether they 
were true, and whether they were not fitted to call the at- 
tention of the committee to the tubject. What he had 
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ſtated was not to depreciate our credit, but as facts by 
which we were to judge of our ſituation, and to examine 
the conduct of miniſters. We were in reality come to this, 
that the remedies that had been employed had little effect, 
becauſe they were not equal to the evil, regulations were 
unable to confine us within even the worſt precedents of for 
mer times. Theſe muſt now be given up as hopeleſs, and 
ſomething more efficacious attempted. Though the honour- 

able gentleman called his calculations extravagant, he had 


not attempted to confute. them, and what he had ſtigmatized 
as overcharged colouring, he had never ventured to deny. 


What he had mentioned went to a very alarming extent. 


The country ſhould not be contented with the anſwer 
that our means were powerful and our reſources great. 


The neceſſity of effeQive exertions was held out, but what 
rational hope could be entertained that our reſources would 
ſupply the ability ? It was admiftedthat the balance of debt 
on the navy bills was five millions more than the honourable 
gentleman had calculated. That was a ſufficient foundation 


for all objections that had been made. Before the end of 

the year, if it went on in the ſame proportion, an additional 

exceſs of three millions would be incurred. In December, 
the honourable gentleman had ſtated that 1, 500, oool. would 


probably be the amount. In April and May, he ſtated four 


millions, and now it was admitted to be ſeven millions. 


The whole ſurvey of the war, and the financial expedients 


that had been employed, proved, that it had been in vam 


to attempt by any remedies to' ſtop the evil ariſing from the 


Increaſe of the quantity of navy bills. All this ſhewed that 


E 


pailiatives would no longer do, that it was neceſſary to ſtrike | 


at the root, to compare our reſources with our expenditure, | 


that we might be enabled to ſupport thoſe exertions, which, 


in the caſe of a farther profecution of the War, we might be 
called upon to make. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, ha Ty was totally 


unneceſſary for him to trouble the committee, for the diffe- 
rent parts of the right honourable gentleman's ſpeech an- 


ſwered each other. In one part he had' contended, that 


the exceſs of intereſt paid on navy bills was a proof of the 


bad ſtate of the. credit of the country. In another he had 


aſſerted, that the great intereſt given was not owing to any 


Want of credit in the country, but to his (Mr. Pitt s) want of 
Kill as a finance miniſter. | 


'The right honourable gentleman Had then complained 


that he (Nr. Pitt) knowing his intention of funding thefe 
bills 
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bills, had made a difadvantageous bargain; and the next 


moment he admitted, that there was no means of making 


that intention public witlivut parhament was fitting ;' ſo that 
it was impoſſible for him to act in ſuch a manner as to avoid | 


the right hon. gentleman's objections. 
Mr. Fox ſaid a few words in explanation. 
Mr. Milbant mentioned that ke had heard, that: navy bills 


had been at 16l. per cent. diſcount, and he withed to be in- 


formed how ſuch a circumſtance was compatible with the 
defcription which had been given of the flouriſhing ſtate 


of the country. He conſidered it as a fair queſtion; he 


; expected that he would receive an n explicit anſwer. 
No anſwer was given. 
The committee then divided upon the reſolution. 


Ayes — .. 408 
Noes — — 4 
1 x 


It was alſo moved and reſolved, 

That towards making good ti. e ſupply granted to his Majeſty thers 15 iſſued 
and applied the ſum of 420, ocol. of the money now remaining in the exchequer, 
being the diſpoſeable overp'vs of the grants for the year 1796. 


The Houſe being reſumed, and the. order of the day for 
: taking into farther conſideration the report, of the militia | 
Bill being read, and a motion being made for emen 


the Bill, 


Mr. G roſe to > oppoſe | it. He ſaid, that if there, was. 
any danger of an invaſion, it was the duty of the miniſter to 
lay before parliament the information upon which he con- 
ceived that danger to reſt, before a ſtep at once ſo novel and 


ſo oppreſhve as that propoſed by the Bill then before the 
Houle was adopted. They had heard of threats in France 
to make ſuch an attempt, but he wiſhed to know. if govern- 
ment was in poſſeſſion of any information reſpecting prepa- 
rations to carry theſe threats into execution. The alarm 


which had been ſo induftriouſly raiſed, had not produced 


one ſenſation in the country, and he truſted that parliament 


would exerciſe caution and ſuſpicion over the ſchemes of ad- 
' miniſtration, and not perpetuate the ſyſtem of deluſion, which 
dad already been ſo ſucceſsſully practiſed, for the purpoſes of 


innovation and oppreſſion. It appeared the more ſtrange 


that ſuch meaſures thould be propoſed, at the moment a ne- 
I ociation was on foot, the favourable termination of which 
8 


earneſtly hoped that nothin . occur to obſtruct, 


at leaſt on the put of this countr 
did 


The queſtion was Gmple 95 
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did danger really exiſt or not? if it did, let preparations 


for averting it be made, to any extent, but let evidence of 


the exiſtence of the danger be produced, to juſtify the pre- 


paration. If there was no actual danger, parliament ought 


to be cautious how they ſanctioned ſuch a meaſure as the 


4 


they could be intimidated by any information w | 
could receive upon ſuch a ſubject. While they remained 
without that information, the ſchemes of miniſters, from 
_ their former conduct, were extremely liable to ſuſpicion. 


preſent, a meaſure which would coſt the nation little leſs than 
three millions ſterling. Was this what an honourable baro- 
net (Sir. W. Pulteney) on a former night called only a half 


meaſure? He ſhould like to know what ne meant by the 


phraſe. If the country was really in danger, he was con- 


vinced that it was prepared to reſiſt it to its fall extent, but | 
let not its reſources be waited in idle preparations to combat 


a phantom which had no cxiſtence. He was aware that there 
were occaſions on which, ſome confidence in miniſters was 
allowable and neceſſary: but was this one of them? What 
could contribute more to excite the ſpirit of the country than 


to inform the people of their danger? He muſt indeed know 


little of the character of Engliſhmen who could ſuppoſe that 


For one he conſeſſed that he had neither confidence 1 in their 


Was avowed, and the policy of which might be much doubted, - 


preſent (Mr. Dundas,) had boaſted that the ſtate of the coun- 


wiſdom, nor reliance on their honeſty. And in order to 
eradicate thoſe prejudices which their former conduct had 
implanted, he thought it was neceſſary that they ſhould com- 
munieate to the Houſe every information which it was in 
their power to convey. He vas convinced for his own part, 
that the exertions which they wereynow calling upon the 


country to make, were for another pu oſe than that which 
It was not long ſince a right honourable gentleman, not then 


try was ſuch as to defy all the attacks of every enemy which 


could combine againſt its ſafety. He wiſhed to R what 


had happened ſince to make it leſs formidable or leſs ſecure, 
Was there any decreaſe of loyalty, or had its naval and 
military ſtrength decayed? There was a time, and it was an 


awful moment to this country, when every one ſuſpected 


his neighbour, and calculated the numbers of the diſaffected 


as ſuited his purpoſes. But the panic was only of temporary 
duration; our enemies were undeceived, and our miniſters _ 


We were next threa- 


expoſed to the contempt of Europe. 
tened with a famine, the fear of which hadbeen happily remov- 
ed by the return of plenty, And now the alarm of an invaſion 


Was 


8 
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was raiſed. But how was the country fituated? The mea- 
fures of the miniſter were little oppoſed without, and leſs 
within doors. 'Though he had proved himſelf incapable of 
diſcharging ary part of his duty as a miniſter, and though 
he had involved the country in defeat and diſgrace, yet he 
met with general ſupport. The ftate of the continent cer- 
tainly was not fo alarming as it had been at ſome former 
periods, and our navy was repreſented in his Majeſty's 
| Koch to have blocked up the enemy's fleets in their. own 
ports for a great part of the year. Upon what then did our, 
fears of invaſion reſt? He was not diſpoſed to quarrel with 
this or that meaſure, all he wiſhed was to have ſome infor- 
mation reſpecting the neceſſity of adopting any meaſure. If 
this information was given he would readily give his ſupport 
to any plan which would be moſt effectual for averting the 
calamity, but if miniſters perſiſted in with-holding it, he 
ſhould conſider himſelf as juſtified in oppoſing every part of 
J..... . 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that it was far from 
his intentions to detain the Houſe from manifeſting that dif- 
poſition which then would certainly feel upon the preſent oc- 
cCaſion, to act up to that ſolemn pledge which they had given 
on a former night, to neglect no mealure to prevent or to repel 
the danger to which the country was expoled from the 
threatened invaſion. He thought that every.man in the 
Houſe, (even the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt,) 
when they gave this aſſurance in an addreſs preſented to the 
throne by the unanimous vote of the Houſe, did not conſider 
it as mere words of form, but that there could have been 
nothing more pointed, more definitive, and more ſincere 
than the idea which this aſſurance conveyed. What had 
occurred ſince this pledge was given, he wes at a loſs to know, 
He believed it was the firlt time in the hiſtory of the country 
that when danger from an external foe was announced in the 
| ſpeech from the throne, that the ſubject had been made the 
matter of parliamentary detail. On the former evening che 
Houſe ſeemed to be ſenſible of the impoſſibility of his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters communicating to the public the proofs of 
the exiſtence of the danger of which they might be in poſ- 
ſeſſion. Every perſon appeared to be ſatished with the aſ- 
ſurance which was then given, that government was in poſ- 
ſeſſion of documents to warrant his Majeſty in making ſuch 
a communication in his gracious ſpeech; and after the com- 
munication had been made from ſuch a quarter, he did not 
expect its authority would have been queſtioned, nor Was 
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It conveyed in the language of coldneſs or indifference. 
They had been told by thoſe in a reſponſible ſituation that 
miniſters knew enough from intelligence to which they gave 


credit, to render it neceſſary for them to apprize the country 
of its danger, and to call upon it. to exert its means of de- 


fence. A right hon. friend of his (Mr. Secretary Dundas), 
who was abſent from illneſs that evening, had ſtated his 
conviction, that from the ſtatement which he had heard of 
the actual preparations which were making in France, ap- 


parently for the purpoſe of invading this country, that there 


was juſt ground for alarm, and that the neceſſity of adopting 


meaſures for our internal defence was extremely preſling, | 
Was this the language of coldneſs and inditterence, much. 


leſs of heſitation and doubt? If any thing had been wanting 
to convince him of the reality of the danger, every thing 


which had occurred from that day to this, ſtrengthened his 


apprehehſions. At preſent he neither felt it ſafe nor practi- 


cable to enter into any detail of the ſources of his informa- 
tion, and after what he had advanced he would not inſult tlie 


Feelings of the Houſe ſo far as to enter into any argument. 
upon the ſubject. After what he knew reſpecting the pre- 
parations which were making for putting the deſign into ex- 


_ecution, he ſhould have conſidered himlelf as guilty of the 
higheſt crime againſt his ſovereign and the country, had he 


neglected to call upon parliament to exerciſe its wiſdom in 


deviſing thoſe meaſures which might tend to avert the thrgea- 


tened attempt, or to turn it to the ruin and confuſion of t 
enemy. The honourable gefttleman diltruſted the ſincerity 


of the alarm. He (Mr. Pitt) was difpoſed to pay the leſs 
deference to this ſuſpicion, on account of the explanation 


with which it was accompanied: He affected to diſtruſt the 


- preſent alarm becaufe he was of opinion that an alarm was 


falſe, which nine-tenths of the nation, and.a great majority 
of parliament believed to be true. He demanded evidence— 
but what degree of evidence would ſatisfy him who would 
not yield afſent to proofs which convinced nine-tenths of the 


nation? The honourable gentleman was ſomewhat incon- 


ſiſtent in the cenſures which he paſſed upon miniflers, and 


in the effects which he repreſented their meaſures as having 


produced. He accnſed them of having invaded the conſti- 


tution, oppreſſed and ruined the country, and with the ſame 
breath he admitted that they had the unanimous ſupport of 


that country which they had ruined, and of thoſe people 


whom they had oppreſſed. He talked of the danger of tak- 
ing thoſe precautions which had been propoſed to prevent 
2 ee an 
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an invaſion; what was this when compared with the danger 
on the other ſide? Mr. Pitt profeſſed to have fuch a thorough 


conviction of the patriotic zeal and manly feeling of the 
Houſe that he would not detain them one moment longer, 
from giving their ſanction to a meaſure upon which the ſafety 
and ſecurity of the country ſo much depended. | JE? 
Mr. Fox ſaid, „ riſe to make ſome obſervations upon 
the doctrines that have fallen from the right honourable 


_ gentleman who has juit ſat down; doctrines, which if they 
be true, we had better do that in words, which the preſent 
adminiſtration have been conſtantly doing in actions; we 
had better declare that the conſtitution of the country is 

good only for praiſe and for oratorical flouriſh, but that it 


is not proper for a ſtate of warfare; we had better ſay that 
when miniſters have brought the country into peril, that 
_ peril is a ſufficient ground for confidence in them, and that 
When they have involved us in difficulty and danger, it is the 


buſineſs of the people to ſureender all their vigilance, to re- 
poſe complete faith in them, or in other words, to ſuſpend | 


the conſtitution, and to make the government of the country 


an armed monarchy. We are told that it is enough for the 
Fing to tell us that a danger exiſts, and for us to declare that 
If it exiſts, we will put the country in a ſituation to reſiſt it; 


we are told, I fay, that it is enough for us to pledge ourſelves. 


at once to ſuch Bills as theſe; Bills which impoſe upon the 
people greater pecuniary burthens than any that were ever 


impoſed for any purpoſe of government; this however we 
are informed we muſt do, or forfeit our pledge to the King; 


Sit, the ſpeech of the King, I thall always conſider, and 


It is uſual fo to conſider it, as the fpeech of the miniſter, 


They tell us there is a danger of an invaſion; I may be will- 

ing for a time to ſuſpend any enquiry into the caufes that 

have involved us in this difficulty and diſgrace. I may be 
willing to ſuſpend for a time an enquiry into the conduct of 


thoſe who have btought us into the danger; but muſt I not 
Know what it is? Muſt the mere bringing us into danger 


be of itſelf a ſufficient claim to eonfidence? For one, I am 
of opinion that from external cauſes there is no 13 
Mey. opinion 


apprehenſion of an invaſion; but {till more am I 


y 


that if, under the pretence of ſtrengthening the country, 
. miniſters are only doing as they formerly have done, (in 

1784) ſtrengthening themſelves in their inftuence and power; 
they are expreſſing their apprehtienfions of danger only to 
extend the one and eonfirm the other, why then I ſhould 
heſitate whether I would apply any remedy at all; erk 


. is, 
. 


* 
* 
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ſhould the danger really exiſt, I ſhould heſitate much before 
1 applied ſuch a remedy as this. We are not, Sir, ſo young 


in the Houſe as to imagine that, becauſe we approve of the 


| ſpeech from the throne, we pledge ourſelves to all the mea- 


{ſures which the miniſter may think proper to ado 2953 or that 


the vote we came to, upon the firſt day of this ſeſſion, bound 


us to paſs ſuch. Bills as theſe. With reſpect to the Bills, I 


ſee ſome clauſes more objeCtionable 1 in hae principle and 
and proviſions then others. Sir, the calling upon ſo many 
men in the country, the putting them under martial law, 


and under officers of the crown, without thoſe ſafeguards 


5 which are contained in the old Militia Accs, and at a time 
when the erection of barracks all over the country evinces 
the ſyſtem of ſeparating the ſoldiery from the people, and 
according to the ingenious reaſoning of ſome gentlemen, 


making the people deaf if they cannot be made dumb. Sir, 
the doing of theſe things is a grievous hardſhip and a heavy 


burthen. It is no light thing to make the people imbibe 
_— notions 5 and of ie A under officers 85 the 


36 ·* 


are to e the power of che crown, at the expence of the 


liherties of the people; I believed it in common, once, with _ 
thoſe who are now converts from that belief; who think now 
that miniſters, whoſe meaſures they formerly. fo much repro- 


bated, are ſo ſatiated with power, ſo glutted with. patronage 


and emoluments, as to have loſt all thoſe marks and features 
that rendered them the objects of their former dread and de- 
 teſtation. I am not one of theſe ; I am not one who has loſt 


che reater in he leſſer evil, and pos God ! what is this 


* 144 


f ing every thing could reconcile me? And now a' word ar 
two on the bills themſelves ; and firſt, wich reſpect to the 


Preſent bill, by which men are to be raiſed in the different pa- 
"Tiſhes. Without entering into the policy e of the bill, I muſt ; 
.contepd that the Sehn Nee pr will be very, very explider- 

e. 
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able. Do I mean to contend by this that burdens ought not 


to be laid in times of difficulty and peril ? No; but there is 
an object ſtronger than this: if we are now to provide againſt | 


an exiſting danger, we are rot to provide againſt a general 


danger, but againſt a ſpecific danger of an invaſion of Great. 
Britain by the enemy. Such is my opinion. Why then, 1 
ſay, it gives me no good idea of the prefent miniſters, — | 
Tee them always bringing forward falſe pretences. When 


Tee them, under theſe bills, providing that the different pa- 
riſhes ſhall raiſe men not for the ſpecific purpoſe of reſiſting 


an invaſion, but for general military purpoſes 3 when Fſee 
this, I muſt think that the real motive of the meafure is not 


for domeſtic ſervice, but for the purpoſe of carrying on of- 5 


fenſive war abroad; and in this opinion I am a good deal 


influenced by what fell from a right honourable gentleman 


high in office. I do not like to quote the words of any gen- 
tleman in his abſence, but, ſir, words that drop from mini- 
ſters are not in the nature of expreſſions from common men; 
they come with authority and in an official ſhape. I cannot 
forget that right honourable gentleman's ſpeech on a former 


night, when he ſaid that the preſent plan was adviſeable, in- 
aſmuch as it would enable his Majeſty's miniſters to proſe- 
Cute the war abroad. If this be the fact, I would adviſe 


gentlemen not to be ſo active in their approbation of the 


meaſure. Do not be ſo impatient, as the right honourable 
gentleman has recommended to you, in your Tupport. You 


will have opportunities enough of voting hundreds, thou- 


lands, and millions, I have no doubt, for carrying on offen- 


five war abroad. This, therefore, 15 What I complain of 5 


and I cannot help thinking it to be one of thoſe pretences 
Which miniflers do not believe, but which they bring forward 


in order to get ſtrength for purpoſes which they do not chuſe 


to ſtate. The bill for raiſing a force of cavalry is objection- b 
able in all its ſhapes. If an invaſion were certain, I ſhould 


object to it as impracticable and tyrannical, and as tending ta 
lay ſuch enormous taxes upon the people, as are almoſt into- 


lerable. And at what period are we called upon for ſuch 
taxes? before the miniſter has opened what is uſually called | 


his budget. When I conſider the converſation that has paſſed 
this day, and the exceſs that has occurred in our expenditure, 


have I not ample reaſon to ſuppoſe that we ſhall in the enſuing 


budget be called upon to bear burdens equally heavy, at leaſt 


with any that have Been laid upon us in any former year of 
the war? When to thoſe burdens, the burden that will be 


impoſed upon the country by this bill for the raiſing an addi- 


tional 
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| tional force of cavalry is added, I feel that I cannot conſent 


to it without trying if any other meaſure can be adopted lefs---- 


heavy in its operation, and equally effectual in its conſe- 
quences. 'The right honourable gentleman in recurring to 


what fell from my honourable friend (Mr. Curwen) has al- 


luded to his diſbelief of the preſent alarm, becauſe all former 
alarms propagated by miniſters have been proved to be falſe. 


The right honourable gentleman contends that that diſbelief 


1s againſt evidence, and contrary to the opinion of mne-tenths 
of the people. Sir, 1 remember when an enquiry into the 


exiſtence or non- exiſtence of any cauſe for alarms was de- 
manded, by an honourable friend of mine (Mr. Sheridan), 


that demand was refuſed. Should that enquiry ever be en- 
tered into, Iwill maintain that it not only will be found that no 


reaſon exiſted for any alarm, but that miniſters, when they 
called out the militia, and ſummoned the parliament, in 1792, 


diſbelieved the alarm themſelves. Sir, that meaſure of call- 


ing out the militia, and ſummoning the parliament, will be a 


meaſure to be deplored to the lateſt poſterity. It occaſioned 


more rivers of blood to be ſhed, and more treaſure to be ex- 
pended, than ever were ſhed or expended during the reign of 


that deſpot Louis XIV, or all the civil wars that ever exiſt- 
ed. On the ſubject of alarms, a great deal of ingenuity, and 


I think miſapplied ingenuity, has been exerted on different 
occaſions. Some gentlemen were alarmed about the opera- 


tion of French principles, and the conſequences that would 


reſult in this country from the French victories. That being 22 


mere matter of reaſoning, I have candour enough to believe, 


that though the danger appeared to me to be very trifling, if 
any exiſted at all, yet that perſons who entertained thoſe ap- 


prehenſions were ſincere; but that is not the alarm we are 


ſpeaking of. I am ſpeaking of the calling the regiments to 


the capital, and the fortifying of the Tower, as. if an immediate 
inſurrection were apprehended. Since that period, many 


innocent men have been arraigned by his Majeſty's govern- 


ment for high treaſon. However certain perſons may be in- 


clined to blame the want of diligence in the crown lawyers; 


I think no complaint will be i gd againſt them for not bring- 


evidence, particularly of evi- 
dence of a diſtant date, for I believe witneſſes were adduced 


to facts anterior to the period when the parliament was called, 


ing forward an ample body o 


the militia embodied, and the ' inſurrection apprehended. 


Yet though theſe lawyers had accefs to all the ſources of go- 


* 


vernment though they ranſacked and rummaged all the re- 


cords poſſeſſed by adonniſtration, yet wy never produced a 


oye 
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ſingle proof (I do not fay to ſatisfy themſelves) yet they never 


produced a ſingle proof to ſatisfy the jury, that when the Tower 
was fortified, there were in any of thoſe deſperate traitors ſuch 
projects of inſurreckion as thoſe that have been alluded to. 1 


did not think that I ſhould have been under the neceſſity of en- 
tering into theſe particulars this day; but when the right hon. 


gentleman ſays that our belief is contrary to the belief of nine- 
tenths of the people, it becomes incumbent upon me to main- 
tain that no ſolid ground of alarm exiſted at the time when 


theſe extraordinary precautions were taken. I wiſh gentle- 


men to refer to the trials for high treaſon—I wiſh gentlemen 
to read them, and tell me if they find the flighteſt trace of 
that inſurreCtion, ſo affected to be dreaded, in December, 


1792. Upon theſe trials ſome have written, that they are 


dhe diſgrace of the country; others have ſaid that they contri- 


| bute to its honour. Strange as it may ſeem, I agree in both 


thoſe opinions I think that they were diſgraceful. 


{Here Mr. Yorke interrupted Mr. Fox, and ſpoke to arder. 


the right honourable gentleman was, he conceived, wander- 


ing from the ſubject in debate, and if he deſcended to thoſe, 


particulars which he had juſt mentioned, it would be 1 im- 
poſſible to get through the debate that night. 3 

Ihe Speaker ſaid, he conceived Mr. Fox to be perfectly i in 
| order, it a pecred to him that Mr. Fox was conſiſtent in al- 


luding to the trials for high treaſon. The right honourable | 


gentleman had been ſtating the danger to be ideal, and he 


Was illuſtrating that poſition by a reference to * trials; 
ought himſelf bound to 7 | 


at the ſame time the Speaker t 
elare that Mr. Fox had been rather too particular upon ſome 
df thoſe points to which he had alluded z but as on the 
whole the right honourable gentleman appeared to have con- 


fined himſelf, within the ſeope of his argument, he had not 


thought it neceſſary to interrupt him. 
Mr. Fox in continuation. I am not quite ſatisfied with 


the mode in which I was called to order. We have not yet 


imbibed ſuch a deteftation of equality, as not to have ſome 
regard for impartiality, and we have not yet eſtabliſhed the 


cuſtom of deciding by a ſtroke of a hammer or a ſound of a 
bell at what particular hour the debate ſhall be cloſed. 1 
_ ſhould not have alluded to the trials, had not an alluſion to 


them been provoked by what fell from the right honourable 


gentleman oppoſite to me. Our belief of the alarms is faid to 
be. contrary to the opinion of nine-tenths of the people, I do 


nat think ſo; but if it were contrary to the belief not only 
of yine-tgpths x but of nine hundred and ninety-n ine out of a 
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thouſand, I ſhould be ſtill equally inclined to declare my 


opinion; but I ſhould augur very ill indeed of the people, 


if F thought that they could reſiſt ſuch evidence as was ad- 


_ duced upon the trials. Perhaps I flatter myſelf that I am 
not in ſuch a minority as the right honourable. gentleman 


ſuppoſes. What I am in this Houſe, I know not. What 1 


amm in the country, I am equally ignorant of; but I do know, 
that if I ſpeak of that part of the couptry which I am beſt 


acquainted with, I have the good fortune to agree in opinion 
with a decided majority. When J was called to order, I was 
obſerving, that there was no ground for the original alarm in 
the year 1792. I was going to remark, upon thoſe trials, 
that the proſecution of innocent men was diſgraceful to the 
country, and their acquittal honourable. How comes it that 


ſo many were acquitted ? Becauſe fo _ were proſecuted 
who ought not to have been proſecuted. 
| ſhall freqently have occaſion to offend the honourable gen- 


orry I am, that I 


tleman who called me to order, if recurring to paſt actions, 
in order to form my opinion of the futute, be againſt the 


_ eſtabliſhed rules of the Houſe. The . I allow, is 
in a ſituation of great difficulty, in a ſituation 


danger, oruel 
danger, but not fo much from any apprehenſion of an inva- 
Gori on the part of the enemy; it is in a ſtate of peril from 


which thereis no way to extricate it, but by a retroſpective view 
of the meaſures of miniſters, and an enquiry and judicial ex- 
amination of their conduct. I have ſtated that the three bills are 
doubtful meaſures, even ſuppoſing extraordinary meaſures 
to be neceſfary. In 1794, after the great arming of the 
country, we were told, that it was ſufficient to reſiſt any 
invaſion that might be attempted z what is the ſituation of the 


country now; an honourable friend of mine ſtates, that it is 


mn a ſtate of great internal quiet. In this opinion, as in moſt, 
others, I petfectly agree with him, if he means that there is 
in the country a general love for the conſtitution ; I have no 
doubt of it; the people are univerſally well affected to the 
conſtitution; I beheve 5 but that they are more attached to 

'the cofiſtitution as it is now, than as it was at the commence- 


ment of the war, I cannot allow. I cannot believe that I am 


one & thoſe 80,000 incorrigible Jacobins*, whom nothing can 
'Feconcile to the monarchy of this country; ſo far. from 
thinking their number to be fo formidable, I belicye that it 


In alluſion £6 an aſſertion of Mr. Burke in his recently publ;ſhed Two Letters 


d 2 Member of Parliament. 
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will be difficult to find one. If thoſe are 7ncorrigible Facobins, 
who deteſt the meaſures of his Majeſty's miniſters, who think 
that their entrance into the war was diſhonourable, and who 
are of opinion that their conduct has tarniſhed the glory of 
the country; that they have conducted puſillanimouſly what 
they entered into raſhly ; who think that not only an enquiry. 
into their conduct is indiſpenſible, but that a reform is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, in order to prevent the country from being 
curſed with ſueh miniſters as the preſent, if any ſuch can ever 
curſe the country; if theſe are the zncorrigible Facobins, I am 
glad to hear that they amount to eighty thouſand. I wiſh 
they amounted to eight millions. The right honourable 
gentleman, who ſtates that there is ſo much neceſſity for 
going into the committee, does not diſdain, however, to give 
us ſome information. He ſays, that his apprehenſions of the 
danger of an invaſion are encreaſed lately, and he ſaid this 
in ſo emphatic a way, that I, for one, do not wiſh to preſs 
an oppoſition to the meaſure. If the miniſter really thinks 
that there is any danger of an invaſion, I will not object to 
| ſome encreaſe of the militia, force; but even in that caſe, I 
will only ſuſpend my enquiry into the cauſes that have 
brought us into this danger. The right honourable gentle- 
man, however, muſt be aware, that if an invaſion is likely to 
be attempted in England, one ſyſtem of meaſures. will be 
neceſſary, which will not apply, if the invaſion is like- f 
ly to be attempted in another part. Let the miniſter ſtate © | 
this in order that the means may be adapted to the differ- 
ent caſes. Suppoſe, for example, that Jamaica was in dan- 
ger of being invaded, you would hardly think it neceſſary to 
to adopt any precaution in Great Britain; the ſame obſer- 
vation will apply to parts nearer home. If any other part of 
the Britiſh territories is in danger, the meaſures calculated to 
repel that danger ought to be applied to that part. In ob- 
ſerving upon the ſpeech of my honourable friend (Mr. Curwen) 
the right honourable gentleman. ſaid, with a kind of triumph- 
ant air, that he confeſſed the general ſupport of the people to 
the government. I heard diſtinctly what my honourable - 
friend ſaid, and I conceived him to expreſs his opinion, not 
that there was a general ſupport of the meaſures of his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters throughout the country, but a general indif- 
ference 3 whether this is the ſame thing, I leave to the right 
honourable gentleman to decide. He muſt know that his 
only chance of ſupport is from the indifference and inattention 
of the country, and from their natural confequence, ignorance. 
Such kind of ſupport, however as this can hardly I E e 5 


* 
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think, be as cordial and fatisfaCtory to his feelings, as that 
which is the reſult of judgment and the effect of deliberation. 
When I conſider the baſis upon which the conſtitution ſtands, 
I confeſs that Jam far from liking this indifference. I hope 
It does not exiſt to any great extent, for ſure 1 am, that 
the beſt ſecurity againtt an invaſion will conſiſt not in the 
indifference of the country, but in its zeal, its firmneſs, and 
its unanimity. I underſtand the right honourable gentleman 
to ſay that there is a real danger; a miſerable affertion this, 
by the way, for the Houſe to proceed upon alone; but, 
however, the danger we are told is real. That fuch 13 
the caſe, is matter of ſerious concern. Of the ultimate 
iſſue of Any attempt at an invalion, I am as ſanguine as his 
N majeſty” s ſpeech expreſſes; but I ſhall be more ſanguine, in 
proportion as I ſee the people leſs indifferent to the con- 
ſtitution, as the miniſter found it not as he has made it. 
With reſpect to the bill in queſtion, I do not object upon. 
the declaration of the right honourable gentleman to the 
recommitment of it; but unleſs it be materially altered in 
the committee, I cannot conſent to the paſſing of it, becauſe 
I do not think that it contains remedies adequate to the evil. 
The meaſure, as far as I have been able to learn, creates 
much alarm. I think it liable to objections, and I feel that 

I ſhould not do my duty if I did not ſtate thoſe objections. 
The other Bills appear to be defeCtive in principle, and I can- | 
not ſee any amendments that can reconcile me to them. 
One word more. The right honourable gentleman fays, 
that great danger threatens us. I agree with him in calling 
upon the people to reſiſt an invaſion on the part of France. 
Reſiſt it, I.fay, with all your might. Be unanimous in your 


exertions: be vigorous in your efforts: draw your purſes _ 


freely : contribute your perſonal labours chearfully. But 
when 1 call upon the people to repel any attempt that may 

be made by France, I alſo call upon them not to be fo alarm- 
ed at the See as not to adopt ſuch meaſures afterwards 
as may make the ſtruggle beneficial to themſelves. Let them 
not ſtruggle againſt France, only to yield to the artifices of 
the preſent miniſters. My advice to them is, be vigilant, 
be watchful againſt foreign and domeſtick enemies; but 
learn who thoſe domeſtick enemies are; you were in proſ- 
perity, you are now reduced to adverſity; do not believe thoſe 
to be your friends by whom you were ſo reduced. It would 
be a paradox, indeed, if you could be involved in fſuch diſ- 
treſs, without ſome blame imputable to his Majeſty's mi- 
niſters Suffer not yourſelves to be deluded by the miſerable 
Vol. * . 3 ſophiſtry 
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ſophiſtry that was uſed in the American war; that miniſters 


governed you the beſt, but that an oppoſition, repreſented to 


N and in point of weight with the country, deſtroyed the 
eſficacy of all the meaſures adopted by the miniſters. Be 


vigilant! be watchſul! I repeat, againſt both foreign and 
domeſtic enemies! Remember that you may be brought to 
this paradoxical] ſtate, and that it is impoſſible for a miniſter 


to conduct the affairs of a nation ſo ill, and to reduce you 
to ſuch a condition, as to make it veceſſary to place ſome 


degree of confidence in him. Let us look to our ſituation 


now z we mult truſt that ſome ſyſtem of error, ſome glaring 
une may by a fortunate event, be attended with beneficial 
conſequences; we muſt hope that that which produced the 


miſchief may produce the remedy. It has been ſaid of ſome 


animals, that they cure themſelves by their own bites-we 


mult look to fome ſuch fabulous ſyſtem. But this is too 
much to expect from fortune, and I hope that we may: not 
be reduced to ſo diſaſterous a dilemma. 


The CHanccllor of the Exch equer ſaid, he ſhould not attempt 
to repiy, becauſe he knew that would be irregular, and he 


wiſhed it the leſs, ſince, from the obſervations he had heard, 
he was convinced he ſhould hear many of them again, when it 


would be regular for him to aniwer them. There were, how- 


ever, two points for him to anſwer, in doing which he ſhould 


_ conline himſelf 3 to explanation. The firſt inferior to | 
the ſecond. The right honourable gentleman who had juſt 
ſpoken, had complained of a miſrepreſentation of the words 


of his honourable friend, as to the opinion of the majority 


of the people of this country. He confeſſed he thought that 
| honourable gentleman had brought forward that opinion as 
a proof of the ſecurity we had againſt an invaſion. The 
other point was much more important. He meant that 
which aroſe out of the obſervations of the right honourable 
gentleman who ſpoke laſt, which was, that by the means he 


had of information, ſubſequent to the meeting of parliament, 


he was now enabled to ſtate diſtinctly, ſo as to convey his 


apprehenſion of ſerious danger of an attempt being made b 


the enemy to effect an invaſion in ſome part or other of ale - 
kingdoms. In ſome part of this iſland; the particulars of 
which he would not depart from his duty fo far as to ſtate, 


or even to diſcuſs, for that was not the place to diſcuſs it. 


Ho far it was poſſible for him to know, unleſs the authors 
of the plan had communicated to him the deſign, the Houſe 


? would Judge PR) in what part he did not know, nor 


Ihould | 


wrt 
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ſhould he communicate if he did; nor to what part the pre- 
parations were directed; nor could he alledge how far one 
attempt was meant to be ſerious, and another for diverſion. 
How far ſome part was to be attempted ſeriouſly at all, and 
What were the means particularly to be employed he would 
not tell. Theſe were particulars he would not ſtate, nor form 
a juſt opinion of them. Ihe danger however, he thought 
Was on foot; and therefore we ought to look for the ſecurity 
of this iſland, and to the ſecurity of the other parts not much 
inferior in conſequence to us—the ſecurity of every part of 
his Majeſty's European poſſeſſions. 


Mr. Curwen ſaid, that after the right honourable gentle- 
man's explanation, he thould not think it his duty to preſs 


further his oppoſition to the Houſe going into a committee; 
but at the ſame time he conſidered that he had a right to re- 


ceive ſome information of a general nature as to the extent 
of thè enemy 8 hoſtile preparations; as a guide to his vote on 
this important occaſion. 


Sir James Pulteney declared it was not 156 intention to pre- \ 
vent the Houſe from going into the committee on the bill im- 
mediately; he only meant to ſay, that there did appear to him 
to be real danger, and that the project of an invaſion was pro- 
bably in the contemplation of the enemy. This intelligence 
he had acquired from converſation with perſons who poſſeſſed 
the means of information. Some gentlemen had ſtated that 

much time would be required to fit out an armament againſt 

Great Britain, moſt certainly there would, and it was alſo ne- 
ceſſary that time ſhould be given for railing a force in this 
country to reſiſt an invaſion. Beſides, from her extenſive 
coaſt and numerous ports, France might fit out an expedition 
ainſt us in a ſhorter time than we could complete an arma=- 
ment for defence. Immediate meaſures appeared to him to 
be neceſſary. Gentlemen he obſcrved, had alked, why is the 
danger greater now than in former years of the war? The 
danger is rendered more preſſing by the extinction of the in- 
_ ternal commotions in La Vendee and other parts of the inte- 
rior of France, which formerly afforded the French no poſſi- 
| bility of entertaining any idea of an invaſion. A worthy ba- 
ronet (Sir William Pulteney) had ſaid the other night, that 
the meaſure did not go far enough. In that opinion he was 
inclined to acquieſce. | 


Mr. Fox aſked acroſs the table in has manner it was in- 


dende d to proceed with the report. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that if the Houſe TED | 

| 0 the meaſure by adopting the 8 OE. bill, he thought not a 
Aa moment 
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moment ſhould be loſt, but that this and the other bills ſhould. 
be paſſed as ſpeedily as poſſible. For this purpoſe, and to 


avoid objections to any minute matters in detail, he propoſed. 
to paſs them merely m the outline, with a clauſe | in each, em- 


powering the Houſe to amend any part or parts of them, at 


any time during the preſent ſeſſion. If the committee go 


through with this bill that night, he ſhould propoſe the report 
to be taken into conſideration, and the bill read a third time 
the next day. And alſo that the two other bills be committed 


che next day, unleſs any important objection ſhould happen to 


ariſe. He begged, while he was on the ſubject, to ſay a fer 


words on the bill for embodying gamekeepers, which had 


been greatly miſunderſtood. It had been ſuppoſed that they _ 
were to be embodied and called out to be trained as the other 
parts of the militia-men were; but the caſe was otherwiſe, for as 


they were already very expert in the uſe of the muſket, there 
would be no occaſion to call them out, till an invaſion ſhould. 


actually take place, when they would be found a very — = 


body of men. 
Adjourned. . 
Hlousk OF LORDS. 
'ToursDar, November 1. 


The annual land and malt tax x bills were read © | third time : 
gud N. 5 


| HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tokspar, November 1. 


The call of the Houſe which ſtood for this day v was 505 
enforced. 


A ballot ok place to . a commitive for phie the , 


| merits of the eleCtion for the Borough of Southwark. 


A ballot alſo took place to try the merits of the dleftion- 


for Malmeſbury, in Wiltſhire. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer, gave 1 notice of a peda 


tion for taking into conſideration a certain number of election 
petitions previous to che W which he meant to * for- 


ward the next day. 8 
The report of the committee of ways and means was 


X brought up. 


Mr. Fox reſted his arguments againſt the 3 of' 


the intereſt to the capital in the terms on which the navy 
bills were to be eg 3 in the different cal; to which the 


Chancellor 
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Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, and the report was 
then read and agreed to, with the amendments. 
Mr. Biddulph ſaid he was afraid that very confiderable 
_ inconvenience might ariſe from any delay in the conſidera- 
tion of election petitions. It was effential to the purity of 
the repreſentation of the people that theſe petitions ſhould 
be ſoon determined, and he was afraid that the propoſition | 
of which the dur gentleman had given notice, would. 
have the effect to prolong this deciſion. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that his object was 
to remove the inconveniencies which aroſe from the delay of 
which the honourable gentleman complained. 


SUPPLEMENTAL. MILITIA BILL. 


On the report of this Bill, ſeveral amendments were pro- 
poſed, and adopted, 
Type Chancellor of the Exchequer introduced a clauſe to ex- 
empt the perſons belonging to the Artillery company and the 
Cinque-Port corps from the operationof the bill, together with. 
_ ſeveral other aſſociated corps. With reſpeCt to training tho 
men after they ſhould be embodied, he ſuggeſted the pro- 
Priety of training greater or lefler parts of the ſeveral corps 
in different places throughout the kingdom, in proportion to 
the greater or leſſer degrees of labour which perſons in theſe 
places might have to attend to; and an amendment to that | 
effect was s brought up, and agreed to. | 
On the clauſe propofing that the operation of the bill ſhould 
continue during the war, and three months after, 
Mir. Sheridan ſaid that he ſaw no reaſon why the bill ſhould 
be continued not only during the whole of the war, but three 
months after its concluſion. It was probable that the war 
might {till be protracted long after any alarm of invaſion had 
_ ceaſed. This bill was only intended to ſecure the country 
from the dangers of invaſton. He ſhould therefore propoſe 
that the Bill ſhould only continue in force two months after. 
the meeting of next ſeſſion of parliament. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that when once the 
men had been trained fortwenty days, the hardſhip with reſpect 
40 them ceaſed. It could be no inconvenience to retain them 
on the footing propoſed by the bills. To keep them when 
once ballotted in readineſs to be called out in cafe of emer- 
gency during the continuance of the war, might, however, 
be a ſource of additional ſtrength and confidence to the coun- 
try. If, contrary to the ſuppoſition of the honourable gen- 
tleman, a caſe of actual danger ſhould mise after the 1 


at 
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at which he propoſed to diſband them, ſome meaſure muft 
be taken, either to continue their ſervices for a longer time, 
or have recourſe to a new enrolment, and cn either ſuppoſi- 
tion there might be ſome degree of difficulty and delay. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, that at leaſt he ſaw no reaſon why their 


ſervices ſhould be continued for ſo long a period as three 


months after the concluſion of the war; all apprehenſions of 
danger, and, conſequently, the neceſſity for keeping them on 


Foot, might ſurely be obviated within a ſhort time. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed that the ſpace of 
three months was not abſolutely neceſſary, and that a period 


of one month might be ſufficient for oe purpoſe of = 
curity. 5 


The amendment of one month was acecordingly adopted. 
On the clauſe allowing men with a certain number of 


children to act as ſubſtitutes, 


'The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid that this clauſe was 
framed on the ſame principle as the clauſe inſerted in the 


Bill, taking away from men who had children their former 
| privilege to be exempted from the ballot to ſerve as militia- 
men. The emergency of the caſe, and the extent of the 


- ſervice, ſeemed in both inſtances to require that no exemption 
ſhould be made. 


Mr. Sheridan remarked in | conſequence of this clauſe, a 


man might be tempted to forſake the habits of ſober honeſty, 
to accept the bounty to ſerve as a ſubſtitute, and abandon 


his children to the care of the pariſh. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that ſuch a caſe 
could ſcarcely occur under the operation of the preſent Bills. 
Firſt, the man was only to be abſent from his family for 


twenty days, during the period he was to be trained, and it 


could hardly be ſuppoſed that within ſo ſhort a time his habits 


ſhould be completely depraved, and his natural affections ex- 


tinguiſhed. Secondly, the pay he would receive during thoſe 
twenty days was nearly adequate to the rate of labour, and 


the additional bounty would enable him to make an adequate 
_ proviſion for his family during his abſence. 


Mr. Sheridan aſked, what was the operation of the Bill * 


Mere not the men kable to be called out and embodied in a 


ſtate of imminent danger, and ſo long as the war continued, 


what ſecurity had they that they ſhould not every moment be 


taken from their occupations, and ſeparated from their fa- 
milies ? 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, there was a diſtinction 
which he would recommend to the honourable gentleman's 


notice. 
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notice. When we had taken the proper means of precaution, 
and arranged our plan of defence, on the firſt intelligence of 
danger, the neceſſary force could be collected. It was proper 

that force ſhouid be kept in readineſs, but it by no means 
followed that it ſhould be always! in action. We ought not 


to confound the NCce: my of ne ag gal "nu "UE danger, and 


the neceſhity of #119). CHIN FE. tional corps that were 
raiſed to act in caſe of emerge 


8 nen LO tlie Ken 13 0 i Con 
ſtant and unremiiting duty. 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he fe und. from this qualification of the 
right honourable gentler: „ that he did not conſider the pre- 

ſent ſituation of the country as a ſtate of imminent danger 
and ſo far he weakencd his own argument. 

After a few words from Sir V. Young, Mr. Burden, Mr. 
Yorke, and Mr. Baker, . the clauſe pailed without any amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Sheridan then came forward wick 4 propoſition 
which he would ſtate in as few words as Poſſible. _ His ob- 
ject was to move an amendment in the Bill, for the purpoſe 
of doing away a diſtinction which he conceived to be odious 
and unjuſt. It was one of thoſe diſtinQions, however, which 
he could with to be done away rather gradually and quietly 
than by any clamour of debate. The diſtinction to Þich | 
he alluded was excluding perſons from a ſhare in the defence 
of their country, in conſequence of a difference of religions. 

In the oath taken by thoſe who ſerved in the militia, they 
were required to ſwear that they were proteſtants. This, he 
remarked, was an excluſion of Roman Catholics inconſiſtent 
with the liberality of the preſent age. It was more particu- 
larly inconſiſtent in a war carried on for the re-eſtabhthment 
of the Roman Catholic religion in France, and in the proſe- 
cution of which we had been ſo intimately connected with 
Roman Catholic allies. We ought to recolle&t how many 
individuals of that deſcription there were in-Ireland, whom 
it was the policy of miniſters to conciliate. There could be 
no doubt that Roman Catholics would fight as bravely and 

as zealouſly in defence of the preſent ſyſtem as any other 
claſs of ſubjects. He remarked that the neceſſity of this oath 
would operate particularly hard on Roman Catholic game 
| keepers, and concluded with moving the amendment, that 
the words ſhould be ſtruck out of the oath I do [wear 
that I am a proteſtant.” _ 

The Speaker informed Mr. Sheridan that it was then too 

late to introduce an n amendment, as all the amendments had 


prenoully - 
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previouſly been gone through, but that he would have an 


opportunity on che third reading of the bill. 


The bill was ordered to be read a third time the next day, 


if then engroſled. 


-, CAVALRY BILL. CO Ag 


The report of the car alry bill was brought up. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he had conſulted hb 


gentlemen who thought it would be more convenient if in 


the diſcuſſion this bill was divided; he ſhould therefore 


move that it might be re-committed for that purpoſe ; he-by 


no means however meant to relinquiſh that part which VFe- 


lated to the gamekeepers. - _ . 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid that the right honourable gentleman had 
anticipated what was his intention. He meant to move 
that the bill ſhould be re-committed in order to divide it 

into two parts; as he was convinced of the propriety of this 
diviſion, he did not deſpair to perſuade him to abandon alto- 


gether that part which related to the gamekeepers. He af- 

firmed that the clauſes were ſo full of errors, as to be quite 

unintelligible, and incapable of being corrected. | 
Ai iniſtruction was then moved, that the committee ſhould 


be empowered to divide tue bill into two parts, and the e 


reſolved itſelf into the committee. 


The committee then went through the bill, on © which a2 


good deal of converſation took place upon the clauſes between 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. 


_ Curwen, Sir WM. Milner, Mr. Biddiupb, Lord Stanley, & c. 
Upon the clauſe reſpecting the quantum of contribution to 
be furniſhed by different perſons in different places, 
Mr. Alderman Coombe ſaid, he did not rife merely to oppoſe 
the principle of the bill, though that was certainly very ex- 
ceptionable; but he roſe to propoſe an amendment which - 
ſhould embrace and ſecure the privileges of the city of London. 


For that city he had the honour to be choſen a repreſentative, 


had for ſome time peſt been neglected, and by others mate- 


rially invaded. Not long ſince certain meaſures had no 
ſooner been agitated by the friends of the miniſter in the city, 
than a certain party had agrecd to them. When the navy 

volunteer meaſure was propoſed, the late members for the 


city ſupported it with amazing conſtancy. Indeed, all the 


endeavours of miniſters to afleſs and diſfranchiſe the citizens 


of London had, for many years paſt, been but too —— 


* 6 


and he ſincerely wiſhed to reſpect, and inaſmuch as he could, 
ſupport thoſe privileges and rights, which he was ſorry to fay, 
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80 much was this the caſe, that a peculiar meaſure was no 
ſooner propoſed, than, certain as the ſhadow followed the 
fubſtance, it met the acquieſcence of ſome too credulous citi- 
rens. But acquieſcence on paſt occaſions would not be to 
him a guide in his conduct on this, or on any future occaſion. 
A dangerous influence had, he knew, been long predominant: 
in the public councils of his fellow citizens, and this influence 
did not a little characteriſe the clauſe of the preſent bill, to 

which his objeCtion ſhould be directed. This clauſe eſſen- 
tially affected the chartered rights of the city of London, and 
therefore it was that he ſhould now propoſe the inſertion of. 
the words « except the city of London and its liberties,” to 
follow the words « the kingdom of Great Britain, &c.” _ 
Mr. Alderman Luſbington, after ſeconding this motion, ſaid 
that no man he was ſure could reſpect, no man be more ſoli- 
citous to preſerve the rights and privileges of his conſtituents, 


the citizens of London than himfelf. The impreſſion an ear- 


ly ſenſe of the propriety of ſuch a zeal had made, was likewiſe 
- fuch as to inſpire him always with a lively concern for thoſe 
rights, whenever they might happen to form, or in any reſ- 
pe& be involved in the diſcuſhon of any public topic. On 
the preſent occaſion he certainly agreed with his honourable 
colleague in the exception he had fo juftly taken to the parti- 
cular clauſes in queſtion. | 5 7; 


The Lord Mayor roſe to expreſs his acquieſcence in thoſe 


ſentiments-of his honourable colleagues, which had been fo 


warmly expreſſed with regard to the ſacredneſs of thoſe rights 
for which the citizens had often ſacrificed much, and to which 
they had been conſtitutionally attached. But though in theſe 
| ſentiments he could fully agree, he at the ſame time ſaw no 
Juſt reaſon why the citizens of the metropolis ſhould be ex- 
Empted from ſuch contributions as might be found neceſſary 
to place the country in a reſpectable ſtate of defence. That 
there exiſted great and immediate danger of invaſion he did 
not doubt; and therefore it was that he thought the city of 
London and its liberties ſhould not be more particularly ex- 
cepted on the preſent occaſion, than other. cities and corpora- 
tions leſs important throughout the kingdom. He would 
therefore, if the committee were agreeable, prepare and pro- 
poſe a clauſe, which he had no doubt would fully anſwer 
every purpoſe of the amendment, that had been juſt propoſed 
by his honourable colleagaune. 5 
Alderman Anderſon ſaid, that he held in his hand a clauſe, 
which he meant to propoſe to the committee, and which 
rn © BY 7.58 - Won 
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would, he did not at all doubt, anſwer all the purpoſes of that 
ſuggeſted by Mr. Alderman Coombe. 


This clauſe, « ſaving the rights of the city of London,“ was 


accordingly brought up and agreed to. 


Mr. Sheridan, in remarking upon the oath to be :nſter. 
ed to the perſons who might form the new military corps, ſaid 


that in an age and in a Houſe enlightened as the preſent, he 


had expected that no diſtinction would have been made be- 
tween certain religious perſuaſions. A diſtinction had, how- | 
ever, - been preſerved in the oath, for only proteſtants are 

thereby to be approved of. In other countries miniſters had 
not ſcrupled to form alliances with roman catholic powers; 


but in our country, and on the eve, as the right honourable 


gentleman has told us of an invaſion, ay oath is propoſed, the 
nature and tendency of which evidently are to difunite and 
enervate the people of the country. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that he certainly 
could not agree with the honourable member in all he had 
ſaid. That the oath might, in ſome reſpects be an objection- 


able oath, he would admit; but he did not fully comprehend 
either the propriety or aptneſs of the Cons Wha 1 
been made to it. 


Mr. Sheridan announced his intention to Ueule, upon g A 


Future occaſion, more fully, the oath alluded to. 


The bill was then gone through, and the Houſe being re- 


ſumed, the report was ordered to be received the next day. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer then ſaid, he propoſed 
bringing forward the bill relative to gamekeepers, ſeparate 


from the other Which the Houſe had that night been diſcuſ- 


ſing in the committee. He intended it to be read a firſt ang - 


ſecond time, and committed next day. 


He therefore moved, „That leave be giv en 0 TOY in a 


| bill to enable his Majeſty to require the military ſervices of 
perſons therein deſcribed, to be embodied in caſe of neceſſity.“ 
—ranted. 


The army and navy augmentation bi 11+ was ordered to be. 


re- committed to a committee of the whole Houle the new. 


* | 
Adjourned. 


| HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WEDNESDAY, November 2. | 
The Houſe of Commons being ſummoned to attend, 1 


royal aſſent was given by e the annual land an 


malt tax bills. 
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4 
The augmentation militia bill was brought up from the. 
commons, And read a firit time. 
Heard counſel on Opie's divorce bill, and read the bill a 
ſecond time. 
Adjourned. 


—_— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


The committee on the Quakers' bill was put off till 
Monday. 


Leave was given to bing 7 in a bill for indomnifyin ur 
ho had omitted to take the teſt. 


- CORN. 


The Houle went into a committee to continue the import- 
ation, to prohibit the exportation of corn for a limitted pe- 
riod, and to conſider farther the amended corn bill of laſt 
ear. 
: Mr. Ryder laid, that he had on recent alin troubled 
the Houſe ſo much at large with his ſentiments on this bill, 
he had ſeen ſuch grateful unanimity ſubſiſt between ventle- 
men, when to the operation of its principle, it was propoſed 5 
to give a leſs limited influence than it poſſeſſed in the ſtate it 
was in, when paſſed laſt year into a law, he had likewiſe ſo 
ſeriouſly conſidered the meaſure” in its amended ſtatc, that 
only the ſubſequent ſuggeſtions of perſons of whole talents, 
be . highly, and whoſe information was extenſive, 
could have induced him again to reſume the diſcuſſion. But 
what he had to propoſe, and which, with the permiſſion of the 
committee, he ſhould introduce the next day in the form of a 
clauſe, was connected with the object of the bill itſelf. It 
was true the obſcrvations he ſhould be forced to make, were 
not ſuch as could redound to the honour of certain claſſes of - 
the community; but no tenderneſs for the feelings, even of 
his friends, ſhould make him ſwerve from the performance 
of what, on the preſent occaſion, he conſidered ee his duty. 
The fact in itſelf was truly a lamentable one. Not leſs im- 
portant, indeed, than that many opulent individuals through- 
out England, but eſpecially perſons in and near the metropolis, 
Were in poſſeſhon of yaſt quantities of damaged grain. This, 
Mr. Ryder taid, was a melancholy conſequence of that ſyſtem 
of monopoly which had been perſevered in but too rigidly, 
and combated in vain. Poor and enfeebled individuals had, 
1 ſuch practices, been deprived of the benctit of the Qual 
B b 2 . produce 
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produce of the harveſts of the country. However, it was 


then his intention to propoſe the adoption of a clauſe, which 


ſhould have for its object the empowering the commiſſioners 
of the exciſe to authorize the diſtilling of ſpirits from the corn 
he had alluded to. Even this alternative was to him a moſt 
unpleaſant one; it was an alternative which, while the parti- 
cular caſe compelled him to reſort to it, be heartily regretted; 


for it was, in plain Engliſh, the propoſing to make into ſpirits 


that which was in its preſent ſtate, perfectly unfit for the food 


of man. Nevertheleſs, it was better he thought ſo to uſe it, 
than to have the reflection that individuals who might have 


innocently enough kept their corn a week too long, ſhould 
be ſufferers by its total corruption. To prevent the practice 


of fraud, he had recommended that the commiſſioners of the 
exciſe might be inveſted with that certain e of power, 


to which he had in the early part of his ſpeech alluded. 


Such a power would doubtleſs enable them ſo to regulate the 


certificates they might iſſue, as utterly to preclude the re- 


acting of any old evaſions. He would therefore content 


himſclf now with re-ſtating, that he ſhould the next day 


move, that it be an inſtruction to the committee to adopt a 


_ clauſe, empowering his Majeſty's commiſſioners of exciſe 


to authoriſe the proprietors of damaged corn to n che 3 


fame. 
The Lord Mayer roſe to ſuggeſt to the Houſe, that owing 


io the preſent undefined ſtate of the bread aſſize in the me- 


tropolis, much inconvenience had accompanied any arrange- 


ments which he had at any time been able to make for the 
more equitable operation of that important branch of the 


police. His brethren in office had, he faid, often officiated: 
with him in endeavours to fix a ſtandard, by which the 


aſſize might be rationally regulated. But their endeavours 
had hitherto proved altogether ineffectual. Many members 


of the Houſe were, he was ſure, well able, if not to arrange 


completely, at leaſt to aſſiſt him in the arangement of ſuch a 


meaſure, eſpecially the country gentlemen ; they might he 
thought, during the receſs, conſult with theix conſtituents 
about the means likely to produce ſuch a regulation as ſhould 
for ever eſtabliſh beyond doubt, the proper aſſize of all forts 
of bread. Mean while, he ſaid, he ſhould himſelf be watch- 


ful and do all in his power to make ſuch an arrangement of his. 
ideas on the ſubject, as he might think worthy of the atten- 


tion of that Houſe. 


'The Houſe was reſumed and agreed to 90 further into the 
committee the neut day. 


» PROMUL= 
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PROMULGATION OF STATUTES. 
Nr. Abbes roſe, to ſubmit to the Houſe ſome obſervations 


on a ſubject, the diſcuſſion of which he had recently anti- 


cipated. A few days ſince he gave notice to the Houle, of 
his intention to move for a committee to enquire into the 
molt effectual mode of promulgating ſtatutes. He roſe in 

order to make that motion, but thought it his duty alfo to 


ſtate ſome of thoſe reaſons which induced him to agitate 


the ſubject. Formerly it had been the cuſtom throughout 
England for the ſheriffs to proclaim in their reſpective diſ- 
tricks, every new law that was made. By this practice the 


country profited conſiderably. The laws were in fact no 


ſooner capable of promulgation, than they were generally 


and publickly known. Whether or no ſuch practice actually 


prevented the commiſſion of crimes, it was not for him po— 
fitively to ſay; but there thence was leſs danger of crimes be- 


ing committed then than now. At preſent, indeed, the fact 
was, that men were tried, convicted, and ſometimes loſt their 
lives, according to the tenor of laws, the exiſtence of which 
was even unknown to them. As matters now ſtand, the 
magiſtrates themſelves do not even know the laws; yet it is 
certainly true, that magiſtrates there are, who have been 


frequently obliged to act under the unpromulgated ſtatutes. 


This was done, too, to the great inconvenience, nay ruin of 
ſome of his majeſty's ſubjects. The evil was therefore in 
this point of view, truly ſerious, and well worthy of conſide- 
ration. Not even theſe evils however palpable as hey might 
ſeem, were in conſequence of any magiſterial perverſion. 


They were the effect, the natural effect, of a change of 
times. Individual neglect entered not at all into the com- 


polition of thoſe cauſes which gave birth to ſuch evils. 


With the laws theſe evils increaſed and multiplied. With the 
laws too they muſt yet decreaſe and be ſimplified. In the 
mean time, however, a remedy was wanted; nor muſt any 
delay be ſuffered to mingle with the proceedings of the Houſe 
on the ſubject. It was the Houſe alone that could agree 


upon the remedy, and this remedy ought to be ſuch as would 


_ aſſimilate to the nature of the abuſe. The dignity joined to 
the wiſdom of parliament, would, he did not donbt, be diſ- 


played on this ſubject ; a ſubject which he, for one, thought 


not the leaſt important of any that could be ſubmitted to the 
repreſentatives of Great Britain. He need not ſay that he 
thought much good would eventually riſe out of ſuch ar- 

rangement 


— 


——— 
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rangements and improvements as the Houſe might think fit 
to adopt. Theſe arrangements might be made without in- 
curring ſcarcely any additional expence, or impoſing additi- 
conal burthens on the people. What remedy or mode of pro- 
mulgation the committee might chooſe to adopt, he could 
not Torctell, but he truſted * it would be ſuch a mode or 
— as ſhould, in its operation and influence, be not 
only expeditious but effectual and extenſive, Having ſaid 
tie he begged leave to move «© That a committee be ap- 
pointed to enquire into the moſt effectual means of promul-. 
| gating the ſtatutes of the realm, and. to report their oblerva- 
| | tions thereupon.” 
| Mr. TL uberforce ſaid, it was with great pleaſure that he ſe⸗ 
0 conded the motion of his honourable friend. The evil al- 
[ luded to was one of conſiderable magnitude. It was daily 
li felt, and ought therefore to be inſtantly remedied. This, he 
i knew, the magiſtrates were ill able to do, it therefore pecu- 
Huarly became that Houſe, to inſtitute ſuch an enquiry as had 
9 been moved for by the learned gentleman. Magiſtrates had, 
_ ke was aware, often been called to execute laws, of which, 
| Kr the words of the honourable mover, they knew nothing, 
Il. not even their exiſtence. The truth of this, was however, 
| no proof of either the inc apacity or inattention of magiſtrates. 
\ It was evincive only of the growth, and accumulation of 
þ * evils in this caſe fo juſtly complained of, Than the magiſ- 
| ttrates of Great Britain, there did not, he was certain, pre- 
| 


i fide in any country a more honeſt, liberal, and enlightened. 
ll body of men. But it was impoſſible, that even having theſe 
ill great and good qualities, they could know the extent and 
bl proviſions of a law, the utmoſt range of which had perhaps 
1 puzzicd the courts of King's-bench, Exchequer, and Com- 
mon-pleas. As his honourable friend was equally at a loſs 
what remedy to propoſe 3 and if great and cultivated talents, 
if benevolence of nature, if erudite ingenuity could entitle 
the. ſuggeſtions of one man more than thoſe of another to. 
_ peculiar attention, he was ſure the honourable mover would 
be fe. diltinguiſhed. To form and arrange the means «of 
promulgating - the ſtatutes of the realm, Mr. Wilberforce. 
thou icht! his learned friend fully competent. It was for this 
reaſon that he had felt a pride in ſeconding the preſent mo- 
tion. 
„Ihe motion was agreed to, and the committee les: 
to? conſiſt of Mr. Abbet, Mr. Wilberforce, the Altorney and 
1 Gene, 'a/, Mr. OI Adair, &c. &c. Ne. 


A motian 
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A motion was made that the committee have leave fet 
during receſs of the Houſe.—Granted. 

It was alfo moved, that it be an inſtruction to the com- 
mittec to take into thei? eoniid2ration 2% much of the report, 
preſented the laſt ſeſſion of laſt parllament, upon the obſo- 
lete ſtatutes, as was connected with the ſubject of their con- 
ſideration.—Agreœed to. 

Mr. Roſe brought up the navy funding Bill, which as 
read a firſt time and ordered to be read a ſecond time to- 

Morrow. e „ 1 
General Tarletan moved for an account of the navy bills 
that have been iſſued from the 18th of April 0 the Iſt ob 

November 1796.—Ordered. = 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that as it ieh be 
found convenient for the Houſe to adjourn for ſome days, 
perhaps it would be proper to diſcharge the orders of ſuch 
election petitions as ſtood axed for any day between the loch 
and 24th of November; he ſhould therefore move that the 
order for the conſideration of fuch petitions lhould be Wl. 
charged. Agreed to. | 
_ Accordingly the order for taking into e the 
petitions from Leominſter, Melb z0urne Port, and Tregonys 
were ſeverally diſcharged and renewed. Leominſter, '[imrſ-. 
day the 24th. Melborne Porte, Monday the 29th of Novem- 

ber, and Tregony, Thurſday the 1ſt of December. 
The Militia augmentation Bill was brought up. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved a clauſe to allow a 
proviſion to be made, at the diſcretion of the mag giſtrates, 
for the families of thoſe who ſerved under this Bill, for the 
twenty days during. which they were called out to de dien 
plined. 

Sir William Young, after diſcuſſing at ſome length the prin- | 
ciples of the old militia law, its lenient exemptions, angl con- 
formity to the ſpirit of parochial freedom, propoſed the in- 

ſertion after « poor man,” of the words © ner any poor man Bau. 
ing more than two children.” He ſaid this was an amend- 
ment, the adoption of Which would not, he hoped, be op- 
poſed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. In all countries, 
in all ages, even from the days of Athenian freedom, to the 
reign of deſpotiſm in Ruſſia, exceptions had been made on 
occaſions of military levies in favour of the poor man of large 


family. Than himſelf, there was not, he believed, a man 
who more implicitly relied on the general foundation of Mr. 
Urs Wies. He indeed relied more on his judgment 

: than 


— 
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than upon that of any man alive; but then he would take 


upon him to fay, that gentlemen, accuſtomed to fill official 
Htaations in the country, were better qualified to judge of 
the propriety of meaſures, the operation of which would be 


confined entirely to the pariſhes. It would be extremly hard 
were the pariſhioners of every pariſh of England to be bur- 


dened with the children of perſons whoſe ſervices had been 
required by the country; nor was this all. The enemy 
might even be induced to ſuppoſe, that out of eight millions 


of inhabitants, England world not fend more than ſixty thou- 


fand men into the field to aſſert their rights, and defend her 
privileges in the hour of danger. Nay, theſe ſixty thouſand 
would, by the Bill as it at preſent ſtands, be properly com- 
poſed, the major part at leaſt, of perſons who had been 


turned out of employment, and their only child left ſtarving. 


Theſe were, Sir William faid, ſerious, and he thought, im- 
-portant facts, facts which, as well as his propoſed amend- 
ment, he willingly ſubmitted to the 8 abe Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, inſtead of the 


words T e the inſertion of the words «© Three 


ehbildren.“ 


Mr. Sheridan A that though he had weicher axrect 


with the honourable havenet nor with the Chancellor of the 


Exchequer, as to the neceſſity of the meaſures, {till he con- 
ceived it his duty to ſuggeſt what appeared to him to be the 


_ Inefficacy of their reſpective amendments. The number of 
children to be allowed to each man, ſaid Mr. Sheridan, is 
the object of the arrangement, but a word has not been ſaid 


about the ages at which they muſt have arrived to form fit 
exceptions. | 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer propoſed, that the end- 


ment ſhould include only ſach children as might be found 
under ten years of age. 


This was agreed to, but 


Sir William Young perſevering in his amendment, divided | 
the Houſe, when the numbers were, 


Ayes (For his amendment) „%% T 
Noes (Againſt it) : „ 


The n of the Rae s amendment was ac- 


eordingly adpoted, which, together with one or two more alte- 


rations, were included in a rider, which was annexed to the 


Bill, and the Bill, in its amended Nate, ſent to the Lords for 
thr concurrence. 


General 
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General Tarleton moved for an account, ſhewing how 
much money has been given forthe ſervice of the year 1796, to 
be clafſed under the uſual official heads; as alſo an account 
of the unpaid ſervices. 


Ihe Houſe went into a committee of the whole Houſe, : 
5 and ale up the blanks. 


CAVALRY BILL. 


The report of the cavalry Bill was brought up, ad the 
firſt part of it being read, 
| General Tarleton ſaid that he was decidedly againſt the 
whole of the meaſure which had been brought forward upon 
the ſubject of the preſent Bill. When nothing more than a 

vague rumour of invaſion had been thrown out, and when 
_, meaſures ſo extenſive, and fo oppreſſive, were to be founded 


upon it, the Houſe would do well to conſider what had been 


the conduct of our anceſtors upon ſimilar occafions, and to 


compare their meaſures with thoſe which were now intend= 


ed. He ſhould ſtand under the correction of the Houle, if 
he erred in any of his hiſtorical alluſions. In former times 
it would not be found that by any means of ſecurity public 
_ liberty had been endangered, while on the contrary it ſeemed 
to have been the character of every meaſure propoicd, as 
particularly during the laſt parliament, to diminiſh and to 
confine the beſt rights of the people. In recurring to former 


periods, in which a danger of invaſion exiſted, it would be 


unneceſſary to dwell upon the fituation of this country in 
the year 1688. Then the Prince of Orange had been invited 
by agreat body of this nation to protect their civil and religious 
rights, which were both attacked by the reigning monarch. He 
ſhould pals over the reign of King William and Queen Mary. 
In 1715 this country was threatened with invaſion. But 
what was the ſtate of the nation at that period? A diſputed 
title, and numerous adherents of the exiled family throughout 
the kingdom, yet what was done? A meflage from the 
throne communicated to parliament the danger with which 
the nation was menaced, it was reſolved to form a camp in 
Hyde Park; 13 regiments of dragoons, and eight of in- 
fantry, were voted. In 1718 when an invaſion was pro- 
jected, and an expedition was prepared under the conduct 
of the duke of Ormond, which after putting to ſea was by 
the ſtorm off Finiſterre forced to return to the coaſt, and 
afterwards the idea laid aſide, the king communicated every 
advice which he had received on the ſubject, and truſted the 
5 * 1796. „ c  defency 


IIs 
—=== = 


— 


terns 


— 


Fi 
\ 
i 
] 

W 
' 


q 
"1 
) 


9 ———— 
——— bo 
3 ———— 


- — 


— en 


- , 
po nn et nr 


—— — 
n wo. Au — 5 —— 


" 
Sow... * <- "Is 

on. —— ater ee eg EO Io 

— — — — ——̃ —— . —— - — 


— — 
— 


OO BT gn ̃ — GET 
. —  — 
_— — = 
— 


— 
— 
. —— 
8 2 ' 
* ” N 


ha 
defence. of the iſland to the navy, which cver was its beſt. 
fecurity. The next plan of invading this country was in 
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_— 1743. Then there was ſtill a diſputed wile, there was nd 


confiderabl. body. of tre 8 on foot, nor did the militia at 

that time it. The projected expedition was to be con- 
ducted by cue 1008 Fcuowned generals in wihitory butor?. 
A meſſage was {ci to parit ANICLE Witil form, ation reſpect- 
ing the d-ign. The enemy; truſting to their ſtrength at 
ſea, fitted < ut an expe dit on at Dunkirk, and had put up the 
channel, and were of Dungenelſs 


_ 


— — 


truſted would <ycr - continue) the enemy's deſign proved abor- 
| tive. In 1756, a demonſtration took place on the coaſt of 
it France, the deſign was known previoufiy to have exiſted, 


5 which in ſome meaſure was the cauſe of that war. In 1759, 
1 a meflage was brouglit to the Houſe, by the illuſtrious father 

F bof the preſent mim Nee. + communicating information of a de- 
F gn that was entert ained, in conſequence of which the mi- 
| | litia was embodied 3 but that great man had truſted to the ; 


natural ſtrength of Brita ain; her naval ſuperiority. No plan 


which could beſt be contraſted with the preſent period. 


any thing. During the whole courſe of the proceedings, 
therefore, it appeared that the Houſe had always been in- 
formed of the operations of the enemy by meſſages from his 


2. 


even at the times of the higheſt alarm, than to embody the 


riſon he made was between the preſent period and that of 
1743. In 1743, as he before obſerved, there was a diſput- 


able title to the throne, the contention of internal parties was 


violent, one part of the dominions was ripe for rebellion, no 
- troops were embodied, the pretender had left Italv, and an 
| hoſtile armament had ſailed from Dunkirk, and yet the 
ſtrength and ſuperiority of the Briziſh flect was deem= 


ed ſufficient. Let the Houſe look to the fituation of 
the country in 1796. At preſent there are 100,000 


men in arms well affected to the cauſe of their coun- 
' try, and. a navy equal to our ah ſiregth . at. any * 


* * 


but oy the 1 zupcrior! :ty OE 
"our naval power nder Sir j. Norris (a ſuperiority which he 


of operation was diſco! ncerted, no expedition ſuſpended; and 

1 by the brilliant fucceſſes of our fleet under Hawke and Boſs: | 

if cawien, all danger was removed. In 177, another defign 
ö had been meditated, and that which was molt ſerious and 


The French and Spaniſh fleets in 1779 appeared in the Eng- 
ith channel, but ſoon ſhifted their ſtation without effecting 


- Majeſty, and that no greater exertions had ever been made 


militia and rely upon the {trength of the navy. The compa- 
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In the annals of our hiſtory. We were in a ſtate of active 
preparation, we had the authority of the honourable gentle- 


+ man himſelf (Mr. Pitt) that two of the enemy's principal 


armies were annihilated. Though this might be too much, 
it was certainly true that a great charge had lately been ef. 
fected in our ſituation; in July, our lituation from the ex- 


traordinary fucceſs of the enemy might appcar critical; but 


now every one could ſee how affairs were changed. In July 

their ſouthern armies were hurrying ſucceisiully donde 
Ti, while cheir northe ern armies were in daily expectation 
of peneirating to Vienna. They had armies on the frontiers 


of invaria, and on che frontiers of Bohemia, which were 


| now driven back to the borders of the Rhine. Yet how 
had theſe variations nulluencc d the management of miniſters? 


In July, when our ally the Emperor was threatened with the 
total loſs of his donunions, when the armies of the enemy 


were ſucceſsful in every“ operation, and when it might have 


reaſonably been expected that they would have turned their 
arms againſt us, their only remaming. powerful opponent, 


the miniſtry ſupinely ſuffered them to do it, and had no re- 
courſe whatever to extraordinary exertions. But now that 
the enemy had to ſecure their ſituation on the upper and 


lower Rhine, to recruit the loſſes they have faltziged in 
their retreat, and to eſtabliſh diſcipline; now, that accord- 


ing to the declaration of miniſters themſelves, the armies of 
the enemy are annihilated, this country is to have an addi= 
tional force of 103,000 men to ward off the terrors of in- 
vaſion. With regard to the danger of inva! on, he ſhould 


give his opinion of the ſubject, - There were three points on 


the coaſt of France from which a deicent might be attempted. 


From Dunkirk to Breſt there was no advantage for collect- 
ing traops, and the coaſt was unfavourable. From Breſt 


to the Weſtern coaſts the ſitvation was advantageous for an 
attempt upon Ireland, or againſt our poſſeſſions in the West 


Indies, but was not cateulated for an invaſion upon England, 


From Dunkirk to the Texel there was great. convenience for 
the collecting and embarking of troops, eſpeciaily fince Hol- 


land had become the ally of France; but We had ſeen that 


inſtead of pouring troops into this quarter, the troops in 


Holland, formerly under Bournonville, had been detached 


to reinforce their different armies, ſo that any apprehenſion 


of invaſion, from a proper conſideration of the circumſtances, | 


would be in a great meaſure done away. Upon the debate 
pou this. — upon a former occaſion, it was ſaid that a 
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view, a Bill whic | 
uſeful. I think it even now, although much labour has been 
| beſtowed upon it in every part while it was in the committee, 


1;6 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, 
part of his Majeſty's European dominions was threatened. 
At firſt he had ſuppoſed that Corſica was meant, but when 
he ſaw in the public papers that war had been declared 
againſt us by Spain, that the king of Naples had made peace 


with France, and that Corſica was abandoned, he concluded 
that Ireland muſt be meant, and that the falſe alarm here 
was intended to conceal the real alarm there. It would be 


found better policy, however, to reſtore to them their rights. 
and by an equal diſtribution of the bleſſings of the conſtitu- 

tion to reſtore to the people confidence inthe government. The 
number of men to be raiſed was 100,000, beſides yeomanry, 


_ cavalry and volunteers, which would raiſe the force to 
110, ooo. But before this addition was made to the forces 
_ of the country, parliament ought to conſider the neceſſity, 


and to calculatc the expence. The whole expence of the 
military force of the country would amount to 15 millions. 
If in reality theſe laws were to be made to enable the miniſ- 


ter to ſend troops to Ireland, why not come manfully for- 
Ward and avow the meaſure ? If they conſented to the mea- 
| ſures, the real objects of which were concealed, the dignity _ 
of the Houſe was loſt; neceſſity might be the pretence for 
_ depriving them of their deareſt rights, and might eaſily be 
pleaded. If the Executive government was to judge of 


the neceſſity, the Houſe was proſtrated at the feet of the 


| miniſter, and renounced the exerciſe of their moſt valuable 


privileges. The levies to be raiſed by this bill would be un- 


fit to be brought into the field in cafe of real danger, and 


would excite much ill blood in the country; he had proved 


then that we had differed from the practice of our anceſtors, 
and that the dignity of the Houſe had ever been reſpected by 


a communication from the throne of the danger that was threa- 
tened. He had ſhewn, however, that here no danger ex- 


iſted; and impreſſed with theſe ſentiments, he hoped that 
the Houſe would not adopt a meaſure which involved ſo 
much expence, and was equally uſeleſs and unneceſſary. _ 
Mr. For. My utter diſapprobation of this Bill, upon the 


general grounds, as well as of the particular parts of it, 
Have been _— expreſſed. I thougnt it upon the firſt 
hardly any alteration could have made 


a Bill highly inexpedient, extremely difficult, if not wholly | 
impraCticable to be put into execytion; tending to create 
great expence, without affording the hope of raiſing a 7185 
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that will be available to us ſhould the hour of need arrive. 
With regard to many parts of it, as they ſtood at firit, and 
as they ſtand now, 1 
able to make my underſtanding comprehend. But I took the 
ſpeech of the miniſter for the purpoſe of illuſtration, and 
with that aſſiſtance I confeſs myſelf to be very much in the 
dark. I underſtand however, that upon payment of the 
ſum of 151. the material purpoſes of the vil may be evaded. 
I do not mean the word evaded to be applied as a reproach 
to thoſe who may with to ſcreen themſelves from the effect of 
the Bill, and therefore I ſhould ſay, that for the ſum of 151. 
the material purpoſes of the Bill may be avoided. That ex- 
| pence, however, would amount to no leſs than 300,o00l. 
which would, in that event, be a tax upon the people of this 
country. It is ſtated by the advocates for this and other 
meaſures of a ſimilar nature, that ſuch will not be the general 
effect of the Bill, but that it will create a very great force for 
a very uſeful purpoſe. Then ] refer to wg Bill itfelf, in 
which J find fo much intricacy, ſo much difficulty, ſo much 
perplexity, as will, I think, render it entirely impraCticable. 
What is the anſwer to this?-— That we are in a ſtate of ſo 
much danger that we had better paſs the Bill, imperfect as 
it is, than expoſe ourſelves to the inconveniences which 
might ariſe, if ſuch a meaſure were not adopted. I own I 
do not think fo; in cafe of an actual invaſion, I have no 
doubt we ſhould immediately raiſe a cavalry equal at leaſt to 
this; greater, I truſt, and much more effectual than this 
would ever be: and therefore I can ſee no utility whatever 
in the preſent Bill. Its advocates advance a ſingular argu- 
ment in its favour. They ſay it is peculiarly neceſſary at 
this moment. Such is their argument upon the 2d of No- 
vember. We were told on the 6th of October, in the 
King's ſpeech, that an invaſion was threatened. We have 
been told ſince, that ſuch intention was ſo fully pointed 


\ out to us, that we recogniſed it ſo clearly as to be bound to. 


_ every meaſure of this nature without taking notice of any 
expence which may attend it. Thoſe who adviſed his Ma- 
jeſty to make that ſpeech, and who urged this Houſe to ad- 


| dreſs his Majeſty in conſequence of that ſpeech, were then 


aware of the neceſſity of this meaſure. Now I aſk, if this 
Houſe ſhould ſubmit to hear, and, if it does ſubmit to hear, 
that ſuch a Bill on the 2d of November is ſo imperfect as to 
be difficult even to be comprehended, when its authors 
knew of the danger on the 6th of October? The public 


confeſs they are ſuch as I have not been 
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will naturally think there has becn time to prepare a much 
leſs berker meaſure; ſomething that had leſs intricdcy, 

leſs perplexity, and lofs dithcuity. L ſay therefore, the ar- 
gument which tends to maintain we had better paſs this Bill, 

imperfect as it is, than incur the danger of an i invaſion with 
out fuch preparation, comes ſingularly enough from the au- 


| thors of this Bill. Then comes the argument, that this Bill, 
which I fay is liable to ſo man objections, and will 1 5 I be- 


heve, impracticable, is a meaſure likely to create leſs dif- 


ficulty to this country than would ariſe from an a Aya in- 
vaſion. I ſay that viewing the bill as I do, it would be eaſier 
to raiſe an effectual cavalry in time of invaſion than to carry 
this bill into any uſeful effect. What ſort of cavalry will 


this Bill provide? Are they to be trained? I believe there 


is no proviſion that will be effeCtual in that reſpect. Should 


the advocates of the preſent Bill ſay it js uſeſul to us to have 


a large force of cavalry well trained and diſciplined, I could. 
_ underſtand the ſenſe of ſuch an obſcrvation. Such cavalry, 


I admit, would be uſeful in the hour of danger, but that 


_ obſervation is not applicable to the preſent Bill. The force 
as I underſtand it, will continue to be untrained and un- 


diſciplined, and conſequently no better than a force raiſed 


on the moment of danger. Taking the ſubject in chat VWs... 


I would ſay I would rather truit to the energy of the people 


in the hour of danger, than raife fo inefficient a force as I 


conceive this will be, for ſhould we rely on the energ y of Fe 


the people i in the hour of danger, we might ſafely call . 


every man, not for one horſe out of ten, not for one horſe 
out of three, but for every horſe in his poſiethon, in which 

caſe we ſhould have all the power which can be called into 
action; but by this we can have no efficient force, although 
we entail upon the public an enormous expence; an expence, 


in my view of the ſubject, almoſt, if not entirely, uſeleſs. 
I am fenfible that on this part of the argument ſome perſons 


will conſider that the whole queſtion is a ſpeculative one, 5 


depending upon the probability of the danger. It may be ſo; 


but can be ſo only to a certain degree, and then comes to be 


a decided queſtion, how much inconvenience the public 
ſhould be made to ſuffer, in order to prepare againft the 
: ſuppoſed probability of danger? The proportion between the 


inconvenience and the danger appears to me ſuch as cannot 
warrant any thing like the inconveniencies with which this 


1 meaſy e muſt be attended. Should the hour of real danger 


arrive, you will have without law much more efteCtual force 
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to defend you than you can ever hope to have by the enact- 
ment of any law, for in caſe. of actual neceſſity you may re- 
ly on the Courage, the zeal, and the ardour of the whols 
mals of the people of this country. But by the preſent mea- 
| ſure you will not have any force that will in auy conſider- 
able degree be available to the public. Lam aware of the com- 
mon place and flimſy anſwer which may be made to this, © True, 
« this force will not be ſo great as that which would ariſe from 
the zeal and ardour of the people, ſhould an actual invaſion 
« take Place, but this meaſure may tend to prevent that in- 
cc vaſion.“ Gentlemen diſpoſed to liſten to ſuch an obſervation 
would do well to conſider the ſituation of this country and of 
France, as ably ſtated to-night by my honourable friend. 
Bat ſhould they not be ſatisfied with his obſervations 
upon the ſubject, let them conſider the ſtatement of miniſters 
themſelves in that particular. Can any man think that an 
invaſion of this country may be either forwarded or retarded 
by the paſſing or rejecting of this Bill? Jam ſure that an 
invaſion, if made, muſt be made (as already ſtated by the 
miniſter himſelſ) either for diverſion in one place, to con- 
ceal intentions of attocking ſeriouſly in another, or ſeriouſſy 
for the purpoſe of, throwing this country into confuſion. 
Neither of which purpoſes can be either forwarded or delay- 
ed.by ſuch a Bill as this. I cannot, therefore, ſee its utility 
as a meaſure intended to prevent mvaſion. I ſee, therefore 
before me; a choice of two, things, either to adopt that which 
will produce great inconvemence by introducing confuſion _ 
and perplexity to be attended by. great expence, without pro- 
viding ſecurity for the danger, or relying on that which, 'E 
have no doubt, will repel the danger without previous incon- 
venience or expence. I therefore. cannot heſitate to declare, 
chat rather than adopt a Bill which to its declared object is 
inadequate, I would rely on the courage and magnaimity of 
the people when the danger ſhall arrive; for in the event of 
ſuch a danger, you will have as much force to defend you 
as if this Bill had never paſſed, and I think that when it 
- paſſes, the real ſecurity of the country will not be in the 
ſmalleſt degree encrealed. It therefore appears to me to 
tend to nothing but uſeleſs inconvenience and embarraſſ- 
ment. I know that it has been ſaid to the people of this 
country; „ We only call upon you, now, to do a part of 
ce that which we know you would perform without it, 
«ſhould the danger call upon you.” True but you call 
upon them for a great expence, you put them to great in- 
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convenience, and after all, J ſay your meaſure is inadequate 


to the object which you profeſs. If the Bill was merely in- 
tended to operate as an enquiry into the number of horſes 


kept in this country, that might lead to uſeful information, 
if government ftood in need of it; but that they know al- 
ready. If it was to enquire into the quality of thefe horſes, 


that might alſo be uſeful information, but if government 


wiſhes really to poſſeſs it, let them call on parliament to paſs 
4 Bill for that purpoſe, without paſſing a Bill which puts the 
people to great diſliculties, and which will not add to their 
| ſecurity in time of need. Theſe obſervations I admit, do 
not apply to the probability of an invaſion. I ſhall now 


proceed to ſtate to the Houſe my opinion generally upon that 
ſubject. I have at different periods of my life formed dif- 
ferent opinions from different circumſtances; as to the dan- 
ger of an invaſion of this country. In 1779 there were 
few perſons more apprehenſive than myſelf of the probability 


of that event. In the year 1796, few indeed leſs apprehen- 


five of that danger. If the moment ſhould arrive, which 
God avert ! if France ſhould become ſuperior to this coun- * 


try ſo as to be able to command the channel, then indeed, 


2 man of the ſtrongeſt mind and nerves may be ap- 
prehenſive of an invaſion. If the French ſhould obtain 
| footing in this iſland, and have from thence a com- 
munication with the continent, then indeed, we ſhould - 


be in danger; even then, I truſt, they could not diſmay 


us. But while we are ſuperior at fea, I will not ſay an 


invaſion is wholly impracticable; although I confeſs I ſee 


but little danger of it, ſhould the enemy chuſe to riſk. at. 


They may, by taking advantage of the direction in which 


the wind may blow, land conſiderable forces in this iſland 5 


but I conſider them as not likely to make fuch a raſh attempt, 
for they muſt conſider the whole of an army diſpatched upon 


ſuch an expedition, as a force to be entirely ſacrificed. Un- 


der ſuch circumſtances certainly they would never return; 


therefore, I think, that under ſuch circumſtances they will 
never be ſent. It muſt be obvious to the Houſe that I do 
not here allude to the landing of a few men upon ſome part 
of your coaſt to commit fome {mall depredations ; that per- 


| haps might happen at almoſt at any time, but I am ſpeaking 


bol invaſion in the generally received idea of that calamity. 


I know we are not upon all occaſions to truſt to the prudence 


our enemies, for they may undertake that which is ma- 
nifeſtly imprudent. True. it is they have ſent great armies upon 
LESS e deſperats 
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deſperate expeditions. We have known great forces ſacri- 
ficed to great enterprizes. We have had abundant inſtances 


of their boldneſs, but 1 do not think that from all the ex- 


perience we have had of their conduct in this war, we are 
juſtified in apprehending they will undertake a meaſure fo 
obviouſly againſt their intereſt as an invaſion of this country 
at the preſent time. I lay, therefore, that an invaſion of 
this country by the French is not a probable event. I am 


not one of thoſe who wiſh the French to land in this 


country merely for the purpoſe of their meeting, what I am 
ſure they would, total deſtruction. I do not with the valour 


of the people of England to be ſhewn upon ſuch an occalion. 


An invaſion, whatever its event, muſt always be regarded as 
a ſerious evil, but great as ſuch an evil would be to Great 
Britain at this moment, were I compelled to take my choice 
between that evil, and a continuance of the preſent war 
for two years, fwouls, as the friend of the real intereſts of 


this country, prefer an invaſion as the leſſer calamity of the 


two. I ſay this of a real invaſion, but if there is no probability 
of that event, look at the ſituation into which this country 
may be brought, by acting as if every threat of invation 
was to be followed up by us reality. You will expend 
millions after millions in preparing againſt threats which 


were never intended to be executed; and ſhould your enemy 
diſcover this to be your diſpoſition, it may complete your ruin 


without any loſs or danger to itſelf; for ſurely nothing can 


be eafier nor leſs expenſive than to threaten you with in- 


vaſion. In judging therefore of this event, as in judging 
of all events, you muſt compare all the circumſtances, and 


form your opinion of the probability. The expences of 
this country are already extremely great, by the documents 


upon your table your military forces appears little ſhort of 
100,900 men at this hour; I therefore would adviſe your- 


making a judicious diſpoſal of the force which you poſſeſs 


already; that would be much more likely to be 'beneficial 
than any thing which this bill can produce. I am laying it 


down as a thing not diſputed, and without it this country 


cannot long exiſt, that an invaſion would immediately call 
forth all the energy, all the zeal, and all the real power of 


this nation, and therefore it is that I do not fear the danger 


of invaſion. I may be told that «true it is an invaſion would 


have that effect, but of what avail would be all our energy 
and all our zeal, if a great number had not arms in their 
hands.” I do not mean to contend that zeal alone can de- 


fend a nation; but the zeal of men, even without arms, is 
Vo. I, 1790. | DA a very 
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a very formidable thing ; thoſe who have -invaded countries 
can give us pretty clear evidence. Should this be doubted. 
1 would refer to thoſe who invaded France in an early period 
of the preſent war. I would refer again to thoſe who 
took part againſt America. I would then aſk whe- 
ther there is not much correctneſs in the doctrine which 
_ attributes great ſtrength to zeal. Should my ideas upon 

| this ſubject be erroneous, that will not furniſh an argument 
in favour of the preſent bill, ſor I do not underſtand that the 
numbers to be collected under it, are to be trained or diſci- 
plined, or to poſſeſs any military advantage as a military 

force, therefore there is nothing to make it more uſeful than 
its zeal would be, when occaſion required its exertion. 1 
confefs, therefore, that as I ſee no probability of invaſion, 1 

ſee no utility whatever in the preſent meaſure. 

It has however been ſaid, it is not for Great fickain only 
we ought to be anxious. Thoſe who have attended to me in, 
the courſe of what I have had occaſion to urge on thoſe to- 
pics, will remember that I always confined myſelf to Great 

Britain ſolely with very ſtudious care, becauſe I wanted to 
know whether any part of this force was intended to enable 

miniſters to carry on operations in other parts of his Majeſty's 
dominions. I underſtood, but not till very lately, that mini- 
Hers have ſome appretienſions with regard to Ireland. If fo, 
if they believe the enemy have ſerious intentions to invade, 
chat part of his Majeſty's poſſeſſions, I own I ſhould be as 
ready as any man in this Houſe, or in this country, to aſſent 
to any meaſure tending to prevent ſuch a calamity. We are 
not to determine which of the two iſlands they mean to attack. 
One of them is as ſerious an object to be defended as the 
other, and therefore, I for one, have brought my mind to 
aſſent to any thing which may be beneficial in that reſpect. 
1 cannot, however, help wiſhing we had a little more authen- 
tic information of the danger than we actually have. But 1 
will own that from the words I heard uttered by the miniſter 
the night before laſt, I believe from the whole tenor of his 
ſpeech that night upon that ſubject, and by the manner he 
adopted (for the manner of a ſpeaker vÞOp important occa- 
ſions conſtitutes part of his ſpeech), Jam more convinced, 
than once J was, he had ſome apprelienſions of the probabi⸗ 7 
lity of an invaſion; it was upon that principle I acceded to 
tae bill which paſſed this Houſe this night. When he ex- 

preſſed ſome apprehenſion of danger to Great Britain, 1 
thought very lightly of 1t, but when under the, title of his 

| me $ other European Red he alluded to Ireland, I 


had 
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had no difficulty in believing the reality of his alarm. That 
miniſters ſhould be alarmed at the ſtate of Ireland cannot be 
wonderful, but here I cannot help ſaying to his Majeſty's mi- 
niſters, „If you are ſeriouſly alarmed at the ſtate of Ireland, 
if you are deſirous of preventing diſtraction there, if you are 
ſeriouſly diſpoſed to reſtore to it confidence and harmony, 
give to your miniſters there inſtructions ſimilar to thoſe under 
which Lord Fitzwilliam lent his aſſiſtance to your councils. 
Renounce the principles and practices that occaſioned his 
recall. Remove thoſe odious marks of diſtinction, which 
diſgrace the policy of your government in that country. Al- 
low the catholics to poſſeſs their juſt rights. Let it not be a 
matter in which the policy of your government ſhould inter- 
fere, in what way a man ſhall proceed to church, or exerciſe 
his devotion. If you are indeed, ſeriouſly diſpoſed to wiſh 
Iriſhmen to be contented, give them a conſtitution. Do not 
_ inſult them with a contemptible monopoly, under the name 
of a parliament. Do not provoke their mdignation, with an 


= image which is but the mockery of the parliament of Great 


Britain. If you are indeed in earneſt, in wiſhing to appeaſe 


1 the anger of the inhabitants of Ireland, the remedy is, I think 


before you, for I hope it is not yet too late. It is not the 

queſtion here how you conducted yourſelves with regard fa 
lord Fitzwilliam, but ſhould you aſk me, whether I had ra- 
tber the principles on which he conſented to aid your couns 


| cils, were reſtored to Ireland, and whether I ſhould think 


them more effectual to reſtore tranquillity there than 20,000 
men from Great Britain, I ſhould have no difficulty in givin 
ou an anſwer. Can I have a doubt upon ſuch a lubjeck 
Gan J have a doubt that if Iriſhmen were treated as th 
ought to be, that an invaſion in Ireland would be attended 


with the ſame deſtruction to the invaders, as it would in 


England?“ I could wiſh that thoſe who recalled lord Fitz 
william attended to theſe obſervations. I could wiſh that 
thoſe who ſeem defirous to put the laborious claſſes of men in 
that country, in a ſcale as it were with cattle, reflected on the 
danger into which they are involving that iſland. I could 
with that the maſs of the people of Ireland ſhould be treated 
like men, not like oxen and ſheep. When I reffect, however, 
that miniſters have not retracted their nefarious principles, 
when I perceive they have not begun to re-tread their ſteps, 
I ownlI am inclined to draw this inference ; that whatever I 
may know of that country, they know alſo, and know a 
great deal more, and they have taken no meaſures to change 
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the condition of the maſs of the people of Ireland. They 
have no ſerious apprehenſions of an invaſion of that country 
elſe, how was it poſſible to account, not only for their obſti- 
nate perſeverance in their political ſentiments, but alſo for 
their leaving the country in its preſent defenceleſs ſtate. 
The know and ought to feel the danger. I have propoſed to 
them the only remedy which, in my conſcience, I believe not 


only ſtrikes at the root, but is adequate to remove the danger. 
By the conduct I have adviſed them to purſue, I believe they 


would unite the people of that country. But I may be told 
by ſome that this is but idle railing ; that there is no reaſon 
to complain of the form of government in Ireland. That in 


Ireland they have their Houſe of Lords—by the way, there 
are ſome who think the Houſe of Lords even of Great Bri- 


tain has been too much enlarged. If any man has a mind to 
defend the Houſe of Lords of Great Britain, and to inſiſt up- 


on its purity, I would adviſe him to compare it with the 


Houſe of Lords of Ireland, for then I am ſure he will have a 
complete defence. There are many, and I confeſs I am of the 
number, who think that we are not in this Houſe ſo truly, ſo 
juſtly, ſo adequately, the repreſentatives of the people of 
Great Britain as we ought, and as ſome of us profeſs to be; 
but if a man 1s diſpoſed to defend us, to maintain we are the 


commons of Great Britain in their purity, I cannot recom- 
.mend to him a better plan to conduct his defence, than to 


refer to the Houſe of Commons of Ireland, for certainly he 
may then appeal to all who know us both, and aſk whether, 
if ſatisfaction can be derived from compariſon, we are not 
almoſt perfect? I know that in mere form, Great Britain 


and Ireland have the ſame government upon paper; but it is 
not upon paper that men are to look for ſecurity to their 
freedom, that depends upon a ſerious and practical reality. 
I may perhaps hereafter enter more in detail into the ſubject 
of the conſtitution of Ireland ; I only wiſh now to make a few 
alluſions to it, and I could not do it more aptly I think, than 
by comparing it with that of the conſtitution of Great Bri- 
- tain. I remember a ſtory which, with permiſſion, I will re- 
late ſhortly. A gentleman was enamoured of a lady whom 
he thought extremely beautiful, but with whoſe beauty others 
were not ſo enraptured; ſome of them ventured to inſinuate 
they faw defects in her. He wondered at the deficiency of 
their taſte, for he could perceive in her nothing but the moſt 


perfect beauty. But when he ſaw her ſiſter, who was ſome- 


thing like her, although not ſo handſome, he immediately 


exclaimed, 
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exclaimed, now that I have ſeen her caricature, I am enabled 
to form ſome idea of her own defects. In like manner I de- 
fire lovers (althouph to lovers advice is ſeldom very uſeful) 
to conſider the conſtitution of Great Britain and of Ireland 
like theſe two ladies. Thoſe who do not ſee defects in Great 
Britain, let them look at her ſiſter, and then will they ſee 
What the carpers at the beauty have often endeavoured to ex- 
poſe. I know it is now, and has ever ſince the year 1782, 
been conſidered as an imprudent thing in a member of par- 
Jiament of Great Britain to ſay any thing of the conſtitution 
of Ireland. I never ſubſcribed to that doctrine. It ſeemed 
to me to be indiſcreet to ſubſcribe to it at any time, but to ſub- 
{cribe to it at the moment when we are voting ſuch large ar- 
maments, for the purpoſes, if miniſters themſelves can be 
credited, of defending Ireland againſt an invaſion, would be 
the extreme of folly and wickedneſs. I ſhould, as a member 
of the parliament of Great Britain, diſcuſſing the intereſts of 
the Britiſh dominions, in which J include all the affairs of 
which our government has the care, conſider myſelf as neg- 
lecting the duty caſt upon me, and deſerting my truſt, if I did. 
not advert to every thing on which the welfare of this {tate 
depends; if I did not take notice of thoſe parts of the king's 
dominions which are {trong, and thoſe which are weak, and 
therefore it is that I have referred both to Great Britain and 
Ireland. I have obſerved in the laſt ſpeech of the lord lieu- 
tenant of the ſiſter kingdom, there is not expreſſed the ſame 
apprehenſion of an invaſion as was communicated from the 
_ throne to the parliament of Great Britain. Here it becomes 
neceſſary for me to take notice of the communication from 
the throne to us. (Mr. Fox deſired the paragraph in the 
king's ſpeech which related to an wvaſion to be read.) « It 
cannot be doubted what would be the iſſue of ſuch an en- 
terpriſe, &c.“ 
Why not doubt it : r Partly Fram the firength of our navy. 
But alſo becauſe that notwithitanding we have heard of plots, 
treaſons, conſpiracies and Jacobins, the opinion of his Ma- 
jeſty (his own real, his ſanguine opinion, and a well-founded. 
one I believe it to be, however the reſt of his ſpeech may be 
the work of his miniſter) is, and it is mine alſo, that if there 
be any who are real enemies to our conſtitution, they are too 
contemptible in number and in power to be noticed. Why 
are we not quite ſo well ſatisfied with regard to Ireland? 
becauſe we know the Iriſh have not the ſame conſtitution in 
lubſtance as we have. If f they had, what could lead us to 


think 
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ſubject to the Britiſh crown. 
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think more meanly of our brethren than of ourſelves ? Are 
they not equal to us in zeal? Are they not equal to us in 


courage? Are they not as able, as well as willing to repel 
invaſion ? Have they not given inſtances of all thoſe noble 


qualities which we prize fo highly in ourſelves ? If, there- 


fore, there can be any diſtruſt of their attachment to govern- 
ment now, it muſt be owing to the practical difference be- 


_ tween their conſtitution and ours. If there be that difference, 


I have ſhewn the cauſe of it, and Thave hinted at the remedy. 


| truſt that remedy will be applied ere it be too late, and 1 


believe it is not yet too late. All] can fay is, that I ſhall have 
the conſolation of having done my duty. Tf miniſters neglect 


_ theirs, the public will judge who are the authors of the evil, if 


unhappily for us all, it ſhould overwhelm us. have thought 
it neceſſary to make theſe obſervations on the ſtate of Ireland, 
becauſe I could not conceive that the miniſter was not ſerious 


when he ſtated there was danger of invaſion, not only of this 
iſland, but alſo of another part of his Majeſty's European poſ- 
ſeſſions not leſs important to us. That was a fenteuce I ap- 


plauded, becauſe I underſtood it to refer to Ireland, as indeed 
it could have no other reference, fince Corſica is no longer 


Mr. Ryder ſaid, that he little expected to have heard that 


eyening, when the country was in ſuch a criſis, the collection 
of inflammatory matter which the right honourable gentleman 
who ſpoke laſt had contrived to introduce in the courſe of 
his ſpeech. He little expected that he would have held out 


ſuch a number of encouraging motives to the enemy, when 


they might be meditating an invaſion upon the ſiſter kingdom. 


He little expected to have heard from him that the ſubjects 
of that kingdom were of no more conſideration in the eyes of 
government than the oxen and ſheep which they poſſeſſed, 
and that ſuch radical reforms were neceſſary, juſt after thoſe 
moſt important and moſt loudly called for had been granted. 


In ſhort he little expected to hear from a member of the Bri- 


tiſh Houſe of Commons, ſuch a ſpeech as might have com- 
poſed a manifeſto for a French general after invading the 


country of Ireland. As this was matter which in his opinion 
it was extremely improper to introduce, he conſidered it as 


unworthy of any reply. From the ſpeech of that right hon. 


gentleman on this evening, compared with his ſpeeches' on 


former evenings, however, he deduced one inference, that they 
often made uſe of arguments, founded upon extreme caſes, 
for the ſake of making a temporary impreſſion, which they 

eee OO iD afterwards 
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afterwards thought fit to abandon, When the alarm of an 
- invaſion was firit communicated to parliament, information 
was demanded reſpecting the grounds of alarm; it was after- 
wards confeſſed that it was impoſſible to expect any detailed 

information upon the ſubject, and now when meaſures were 
propoſed to avert the threatened calamity, theſe meaſures 
were arraigned as having a tendency to deſtroy the liberties 
of the people, and to ſubvert the conſtitution of the country. 
Theſe ſort of arguments to which he and thoſe who ſat with 
Him in the former parliament were by no means unaccuſtom- 
ed, he had been in the uſe of conſidering as mere figures of 
ſpeech, and he certainly on the preſent occaſſon, ſhould not 
attempt to anſwer them. An honourable gentleman (Ge- 


neral 'Tarleton) who opened the debate, had recourſe to hiſ- | 


torical facts, and he had no objection to meet him upon this 
ground. In 1745, when there was a rumour of ſome French 
troops having landed in Scotland, the king in a meſſage to his 
parliament, informed them that he had ordered 6000 Heſhans 
to be imported into the kingdom, and parliament, in the ad - 
dreſs which they voted upon the meſſage, thanked his Ma- 
jeſty for his paternal care of his people, and the ſtep which 
be had taken to enſure the ſtability of his government. In 
1756, his Majeſty in his ſpeech from the throne, merely upon 
ſome advices which he had received from perſons upon whom 
he could rely, that preparations were making for an invaſi- 
on, notified that he had made a requiſition of Heſſian troops, 
and then though parties ran as high as perhaps at any time in 
the hiſtory of the country, no queſtion was aſked reſpeCting 


dhe authority of the information. Nay more, a right hon. 


gentleman (afterwards Lord Holland) whoſe memory had 
every claim upon the reſpect of the honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Fox,) and who was then ſecretary of ſtate, in fix days 
after the ſpeech was delivered from the throne, brought 
down a meſſage from his Majeſty ſignifying his intention of 
introducing twelve Hanoverian battalions into the kingdom, 


a ſtep which was then approved of by parhament, tough 


it was a ſtep much more inconſiſtent with the principles of 
the conſtitution than the meaſures which were now propoſed 
to be adopted upon much better grounds. He could not per- 


Ceive how the preſent armament could operate to the ſab- 


verſion of the conſtitution : on the contrary, if there was 
a plot formed againit the liberties of the country, as was 
alleged, arming the people ſeemed the moſt likely mode of 
FounteraCting it. They were only to be called out for a 
few days, a period in which they could not be ſuppoſed to 
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contract the habits of ſold iers, or to be inured to military 
diſcipline. The expence, he ſtated, to be very inconſider- 


able, when compared with the probable advantage which : 


would reſult from the meaſure. The honourable gentleman, : 

when he ſtated it as likely to amount to three or four mil- 
lions, might as well have calculated it at 40 or 0. With 
reſpect to the exertion of which theſe men would be capa- 
ble in a moment of danger, they certainly would not be ſo 
effectual as the country rifing in a maſs; ; but {tilt the con- 


venience of having fuch a body of men in readineſs would 


e very conſiderable. The infantry would be trained, the - 
men would be provided with arms, and the horſes would be 


ulpected and pronounced fit for ſervice, circumſtances of 


preparation which could be beſt eſtimated by the experience 
of the diſadvantages which would ariſe from neee to 
take theſe prudent and neceſlary ſteps. EN 
Mr. Wilberforce declared he felt it unneceſſary to ſay much | 
after what had been advanced by his honourable friend, bur 
Jeſt it ſhould appear like indifference, he would not give a 
ſilent vote upon the queſtion. He profeſſed never to have 


felt more pain and concern than in hearing the ſpeech of the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox). He had often wit- 
neſed molt bitter contentions in that Houſe, but he had i 
flattered himſelf that it would now be the boaſt and glory _ 
of the country, at a time when it was reduced to a fituation 


of danger, that all party altercation had ceaſed,” and that 
every member of the Houſe had but one heart and one 
mind reſpecting the meaſures proper to be adopted for oppoſ- 
ing the common foe. At this ſeaſon of danger, a danger of 


which the honourable gentlemen themſelves were ſenſible, 


their object ſeemed to be to weaken the hand of government, 
to palſy the arm, and to cripple the exertions of the execu- 


tive power. On the preſent night in particular he much de- 
plored the exerciſe which the right honourable gentleman 
had made of his talents in delivering a ſpeech, which, if there 


was any danger before, rendered it ſtill more imminent and 


_ preſſing; if its contents went abroad, there was no calcu» 


lating the bad effects which it might produce. He did not 


impute to the honourable gentleman nor his friends any wiſh _ 


for an invaſion, neither would he compliment them upon 
their principles; on the contrary, he believed that they 
would not be diſpleaſed at any ſmall miſchief befalling the 
country, if they could take advantage of it to get miniſters 
turned out of office. To what did their arguments go? 
Tad they not ſtated Mar continuance in ION as the greateft 
Pn 
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poſſible calamity to which the country could be ſubjected? 
Had they not ſtated the conſtitution to be ruined by their 
meaſures ? ruined almoſt as often as there had been Bills - 
_ Paſſed for defending it? When men were in the practice 
of indulging ſuch arguments, there was no ſaying where 


they would end. He would ſpeak out and give his opinion 


fairly. That the meaſures now rg would be attended 
with conſiderable expence he beſieved. But he believed alſo 
that that was inconſiderable when compared with the proba- 


ble advantages with which their execution would be attend- 


ed, and that the nation would be willing to come forward 
in a body, and chearfully ſubſcribe to them as the means 
3 ſecuring every thing that is valuable and dear to them. 
He loved the conſtitution, but he confeſſed that he ſhould 
love it lefs if it wanted that energy in times of difficulty and 
danger that it now poſſeſſed. When the honourable gen- 
tleman therefore attacked the executive government at ſuch 
i period, he tended to weaken its energy, and, by diminiſh- _ 
ing its ſtrength to alie nate the affections of the people from 
the ſource of their protection, and the ſpring of their ex- 
ertions. He ſat down with ſaying that he felt himſelf in- 
vincibly called upon to make thefe few remarks, and begged 
pardon of the Houſe for ring ge Frogs upon their attenti= | 
on ſo long, 9285 
Mr. Sheridan, with great warmth, ſaid, fir, the houo wrable ; 
pentliman has concluded the moſt extraordinary and moſt 
umprovoked libel I ever heard in this Houſe, by prot eſting 
that he had felt himſelf invincibly called upon to utter every 
word that he had ſaid. Whence or to what nature, whe- 
ther political or fanatical are the calls which ſo mvincibly. 
govern that honourable gentleman's conduct I neither regard _ 
nor*enquire 3 but this Lam ſure of, that no part of his ſpeech, 
no part of his fury, no part of his -pathos, no part of his in- 
vective was called for by any one paflage or ſentiment in 


che ſpeech of my right honourable friend. He ſays he has 


heard my honourable friend's ſpeech with ſurpriſe and regret. 
Sir, I have heard his with regret but no furpriſe. I muſt 
_ regret at this criſis, when we hear ſo much of the neceſſity 


of temper, moderation, and a ſpirit of. unanimity, to find 


chat there are men on whom all thoſe qualities, when acted 

upon by their eee are loſt and thrown away. I muſt 
regret to find that there are ſuch men and ſuch tempers : 
that with them forbearance-breeds irritation, candour is re- 
paid by cant, and moderation enco urages inſult, I appeal 
| to the Houſe whether or not the honourable gentleman's 
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ſpeech juſtifies this obſervation. I appcal to them whe- 


ther any part of my honourable friend's ſpeech can juſtify 
the manner in w rich 1 it has been attacked. Mark the malice 
and the bitterneſs of the honourable gentleman's infinuations. 
He is graciouſly pleaſed to admit that te does not believe that 


we with this country to be actually conquered by France. 
As one of the party to whom he had eddrefſed himſelf, I 
bow with all poſſible gratitude ſor this inſtance of his can- 

dour; but, lays he, their avowed hatrcd of the preſent ad- 
miniſtration is ſuch, that I believe they would not be diſ- 
pleaſed with that fort of invaſion that might throw a degree 
of diſgrace. on the preſent miniſters. Good God, fir, hat 
motives does he aſhgn us, and. what object does he allot us ? 


In contradiction to a our profeMons, in contradiction to all 
the manifeſtations of our actic ns, he boldly preſumes that 


we are a ſet of ſcliſh temporizing traitors, who without 


meaning to deſiroy, would with the fafety of the country for 


the gratification of diſgracing the preſent miniſters! of bring- 


ing, he ſays, a degrce of di grace upon them]! Upon whom ? 


Upon miniſters ? Begrimed and black with infamy and dif- 


grace already! We, it ſcems, with an attack on our coun- 


try for the purpoſe of bringing a degree of diſgrace on thoſe 
men, as if it were poſſible to aggravate the ſhame and indig- 


* =] 


nity of the ſituation which they have brought on themſelves. 

On the queſtion of the defence of the country, we bave ab- 
ſtained from reproaching them, and they repay us with in- 
ſult. I for one, expect no credit or applacuſe from the par- 


tizans of theſe miniſters, for the line we have purſued ſince 


the firſt ſerious announcing of the danger of an invaſion; 
but, defirous as we have ſhewn ourſelves, however diſtruſt- 
ful of the miniſter to ſtrengthen the executive government 


in caſe of emergency, let them not miſtake our preſent for- 


bearance, let them not miſconſtrue it as the ſlighteſt indica- 


tion of a departure from a ſolemn reſolution, to look to a da 


ot national juſtice on the hope of national ſalvation. Our 


intermediate moderation they may treat as they pleaſe : but 


it is trying our patience high to hear thoſe miniſters, or their 
advocates arraigning us as factious traitors, if we dare to utter 
a ſentiment that may bring a degree of diſgrace on their 
characters. It is too much, fir, that we ſhould be inſulitngly 
accuſed of a craity plot to diſgrace men, whoſe want of vi- 
; gour in every enterprize, and whoſe want of faith in every 


engagement, have made their adminiſtration at this moment 


the hope of their enemies, and the fear of their allies. It is 
too much that ſuch men ſhould arrogantly hold their heads 
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up in this Houſe, where I view them only as arraigned 
_ culprits, whoſe trial is put off. That they thould preſume 
that we are as inſenſible to the injuries they have inflicted, | 


as their own heardened hearts are inſenſible of remorſe z 


that they ſhall come here with frontleſs inhumanity, confeſ- 
ſing and boaſting even that, now at laſt, they have expended 


blood and treaſure ſufficient to ſoothe their pride, and pal- 


| Hate the conceſſion of adopting the advice of my right hon. 
friend, which, if originally adopted, would have faved every 
one of thoſe lives, and every guinea of that treaſure, It is 


too much to ſee ſuch men covered equally with crime and 


ſhame, beſmeared at once with blood and mire, erect their 
creſts, and boldly demand ſupport from the country, becauſe 
they have endangered it, and attempt to proſcribe as factious 
traitors, thoſe who have fruitleſsly endeavoured to fave it. 
But, Sir, the honourable gentleman has accounted for the 


animated, I will not call it the rancourous manner in which 


he has ſpoken, by aſſerting that my honourable friend s ſpeech 
_ diſplayed at a time when moderation is ſo deſirable, the . 
_ greateſt degree of party animoſity, On this charge I con- 
_ fidently appeal to all who fit near the honourable gentleman. 
A ſpeech of more temporate counſel, both in matter and man- 
ner, was never heard in this Houle. Waere was the party 
animoſity? Yet let me retract: I gueſs the animoſity which 


the honourable gentleman attributes to ſuch counſel, My 


| honourable friend's advice was, to change the whole ſyſtem 


of the Iriſh government; to govern there as he would govern | 


here, on the principles of equal juſtice, truth and plain- 


dealing. This is the counſel given by my honourabie friend: 


this is the aggreſſion of his ipzech. The hon. gentieman 
is right to reſent it as a friend to the preient miniſter. He 
is right in conſidering any advice that tends to take him 


from the profitable path in which he has trod as the inſidious 


cCounſel of party animoſity. In corruption he has walked, 

in corruption he has thriven. However calanutous his courſe 
to his country and the people, nothing can have been more 
profitzble to himſelf and connections. The advice, there- 
fore, that would tempt ſuch a miniſter to wiſh a trial in the 
ſtraight paths of truth and honour, may, for ought I know, 
be plauſibly imputed to party animoſity. This is the only 
ground on which I can account for what ſhould otherwiſe 
appear a ſpurt of malice without a meaning. Mr. Sheridan, 
after ſome further obſervation on Mr. Wilberforce's ſpeech, 
_ proceeded to the argument of Mr. Ryder. He agreed in 
every obſervation and fentiment uttered by Mr. Fox on the 
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ſubject. He keenly ridiculed Mr. Ryder's accuſation of Mr. 


Fox for uſing inflammatory arguments with reſpect to Ireland, 


while he at the ſame time pleaded the danger of anſwering 
them. The beſt way of preventing a French General from 


putting inflammatory topics in his manifeſto, would be to 


remove all cauſe of diſcontent. It could not be denied that 


thoſe inflammatory topics, as they were called, were true; 
It would have been better to have ſhewn Mr. Fox's aſſertions 


to be falſe than to have traduced him for making them. Mr. 


Sheridan warned the miniſter of the dangerous concluſion 


he ſeemed inclined to countenance, that there was no diſ- 


content where was no clamour. «© There were thoſe who. 


« felt and were ſilent, and thoſe who felt ſo were moſt to 


cc be feared.” Mr. Sheridan concluded with a ſhort review 


of the Bill, and though he was thankful for amendments, 
which he undarſtood were to be adopted from ſome ſuggeſ- 


tions of his, yet he {till eonſidered it, « if meant as a mea 


« ſure of force, weak and inefficient 3 if as a meaſure of | 


revenue, partial and oppreſſive.“ 


Lord Stanley“ declared, he could not ſuffer | himſelf ts. 


give a ſilent vote on this ſubject. He conſidered the queſ- 
tion, as connected with the preſent meaſure, to be, whe- 
ter the miniſters were to be kept in their poſts, or whether 
more troops were intended to be raiſed with a view of ſend- 


ing them out of the country to proſecute an offenſive war? 


The tendency of the conduct of miniſters, his Lordſhip 


ſaid, was to terrify the people of this country with imaginary 


| plots and dangers, in order to increaſe the influence of ad- 


miniſtration, and of the crown. There were other dangers 
to the conſtitution than thoſe arifing from the introduction 


of foreign troops: and the preſent meaſure, of calling out. 


ſo large a proportion of the inhabitants of this country, was, 
in his opinion, of this dangerous tendency. 


Mr. Nicholls agreed that the Bill affected but a compar a- 


tively ſmall part of the community. The laws of this coun- 
try put every man in it, in a ſtate of requiſition ; the King 
had a right to the perſonal ſervice of every man; yet he con- 


ceived there would be more trouble in carrying the Bill into 
execution than miniſters were aware of. He thought ano- 


ther plan might be brought forward, in caſe any additional 


exertion of the national ſtrength was neceſſary, which would 


| be leſs burthenſome to the people and alfo afford a more 


efficient ſtrength to the country. By the preſent Bill, a peat 5 


1 Son to the Hart of be. 5 
| many 
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many new offences would be created, as well as much ad- 


ditional trouble in enforcing it. His principal motive for 


rifing to trouble the committee, he ſaid, was to complain of 
the perſonal obſervation of an honourable member who had 


aſſerted, that thoſe who oppoſed the miniſter were the leaſt 


likely to defend the country. He was as much attached to 
the country as any man, and would be as ready to ſtep for- 
Ward at the appearance of danger, though he was not ſo 


laviſh as to approve of the meaſures of miniſters, who, in his 


- _ opinion, brought ruin, diſtreſs, and diſgrace on the country. 


Mr. Sturt declared, that he had conſidered what had fallen 


from the honourable gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) as an in- 
| ſult to the ſide of the Houſe on which he ſat, when they had 
been told that they were leſs anxious to repel an invaſion 


than to change the adminiſtration. It was unworthy of any 


liberal man to accuſe gentlemen who oppoſed the meaſures 
of adminiſtration with being diſſoyal and diſaffected. With 


regard to the enemy, he thought from the ſituation of their 


harbouts, and the number (25) of their men of war in Breſt 
Water, as well as tranſport veſſels, &c. that their force was 
eonſiderable enough to attempt an invaſion of this country or 
Ireland. The eaſtern coaſt he conſidered as in moſt danger 


if the enemy made three different attacks (which Mr. Sturt 


ſaid had no doubt but they would do). For his own part, 

he believed there was only one ſafe way of avoiding an in- 
vaſion, and that was by placing the working poor, who were 
now ſtarving, in a better condition. 8 


General Tarleton explained, as did Mr. Sturt. 


Mr. Fefery ſaid, that as ſufficient aſſurances had been 
given by miniſters that an invaſion was threatened, he hoped 
_ every gentleman would join heart with hand to prevent the 

deſigns of ehe enemy, and, in order to this, give their con- 
currence to the meaſure now propoſed for ſtrengthening the 
internal force of the country. Y | 8 


Sir W. Pultency ſaw nothing oppreſſive in the preſent Bill, 


yet thought it capable of ſome amendment. He thought 


ſome training and ſrnall degree of military, diſcipline might 
be introduced among the troops to be newly raifed, and, in 
order to this, could with that the non-commiſſioned officers 
of the regular cavalry might be employed in the ſervice of 


training them to the uſe of arms, &e. He thought it highly 


Proper to raiſe an additional internal force, as our navy, 
however, reſpectable, migh be prevented, by contrary winds, 
From guarding every part of the coaſt. The Dutch, as well 
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as the French, he conſidered as capable of making conſider- 
able detachments of troops; and therefore, as there was 


no abſolute ſecurity againſt an invaſion of the enemy, he 


wiſhed the paſling of this Bill, which was calculated to avert 


the threatened miſchief. 
Mr. A. Stervart regretted that any part of the evening” 8 


debate ſhould tend to irritate the minds of the inhabitants of 
this country. He could wiſh the alluſion to the ſtate of 
things in Ireland to be forgotten. The paſſing of this Bill 


could not unite the inhabitants of that kingdora, if they 


were diſunited; at the ſame time, it might be one reaſon for 
this country's « Vailing 2 great efficient power, to be able to 


afford the readier alliſtance to the ſiſter kingdom in caſe of 
an attack upon it. As his majeſty's miniſters had declared 
that the enemy actually entertained a deſign of attempting 
to land ſomewhere, he thought no one could heſitate a mo- 


ment on the propriety of raiſing a force ſuſſicient to repel _ 


them. He, for one, was induced to give confidence to ad- 


miniſtration 3 he did not mean a blind and ſervile confidence, 


but one conſiſting in a liberal interpretation of their motives, 


a reverence for their great talents and abilities, and a per- | 


ſuäàſion that thoſe abilities will be directed to the country's 


good. The efforts of miniſters to this point ought to be en- 
couraged, by a well-timed confidence, rather than enfeebled | 


by an unqualified oppoſition. 


Sir Richard Glyn ſaid, he conſidered ahi Bill now inde 
conſideration of the Houſe as wile and prachicable, practic- 
able becauſe he knew the zeal and attachment of the people 
in ſupport of the country; and wiſe becauſe it was become 


a neceſſary meaſure, for he could not forget that he had 


lately heard from the throne, that the enemy manifeſt in- 
tentions of invading the country; he faid the miniſters of 


the crown were reſponſible to the nation and to the Houſe, _ 
they had ſtrongly recommended an augmentation of the in- 

| ternal force of the country and had ſubmitted the Bill with 
ther Bills which appeared to him to be efficient to that end. 


He bumbly conceived that the Heulſe, the guardians as 


they are of the kingdom, the repreſentatives of 1 
people and protectors of their property cannot do otherwiſe 


than concur in meaſures which have for object the prot-Qion 
of every thing which is dear to the pecple, their prope ties, 
the national eſtabliſhments, and the very exiſtence of the 
country as a free and independent nation. Re ſaid ke fhonld 
take leave to ſuppoſe that the Houſe was to liſten to the ad- 


vice of the honourable gentlemen oppoſite to him and re- 


jeck 
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ject the bills under conſideration, and that an invaſion was 
to follow. What then would the pcople of the country ſay, 
would they not have reaſon to exclaim, that the executive 


power had done its duty to the nation by informing par- 


liament, that the enemy manifeſt intentions to invade us; 
would they not ſay that the miniſters of the crown had 


done their duty in recommending meaſures for the defence 
of the country, but what would the people think and ſay of 
that Houſe their repreſentatives, that they had not done 
their duty in rejecting meaſures and precautions which 


would have precluded all intention in the enemy to invade 
us, and would have averted thoſe evils and thoſe calami- 


ties which muſt fall on a rich, commercial, and manufactur- 


ing people in caſe they ſhould be ſo ſupine and ſo loſt to their 


con intereſts as not to take the beſt mcaſures to ** che 
deſigns of the enemy. 


The Chancellor of the Exch oer ad, chat! he had conſider- 


ed an obſervation made by an honovrable” member on the 
preceding night concerning the hardſhips thoſe perſons 
might fall under, who had kept but one horfe and who 


being redueed in their circumſtances, ſhould no longer keep 


it, if they were liable to the preſent bill; it was his intention 
therefore, to make a provition for circumſtances of that 


kind. 
The Houſe then divided on tlie 3 
Ayes (for receiving the report): „ 
Nees 5 R „ 360 
Aan - SL - 10 


Several amendments were then propoſed by the Chancel- 


br of the Exchequer, one of which was, that all officers 
ſerving in the army and militia, who ſhould keep a houſe, 
ſhould, while in actual ſervice, be exempt from the operation 
of the Bill. A converſation then took place on the proba- 


bility of horſes unfit for ſervice being furniſhed ; on which, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that it would appear by 
the Bill, there was a penalty for ſending. any horfe that 


wat unfit, - The report and amendments being agreed to 
the Bill was ordered to be read a third time to-morrow. 


'The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought in a Bill for en- 
abling his Majeſty to require the perſonal ſervice of 15,000 


men of the dcicription therein mentioned, which was read 
A firſt time. 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he took it for granted that the Bill 


: juſt b in was called be gamakeepers Dll. He truſt- 
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ed the Chancellor of the Exchequer would not preſs the 


| Keond reading of it that night. He ſaid he objeQted wholly 
to the principle of the Bill, as being one totally unknown to 

the conſtitution of the country, and of the moſt dangerous 
_ tendency. He particularly wiſhed country gentlemen to 


have an opportunity of looking into it, for Eis part he ſhould 
in the ſtrongeſt manner oppoſe it, and ſhould take the ſenſe | 


of the Houſe upon it. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, it would be no ways 
inconvenient to him to defer the ſ=cond reading till the 


next day. It was a very ſhort Bill, and would not take up _ 
any length of time. He wiſhed gentlemen to conſider it 
with attention. If they took the trouble of reading it, they 


would be ſoon ſatisfied it did not merit their diſapprobation 
or cenſure. 


The Bill was ordered to be printed; and read a ſecond. Z 
time the next day. 


The order of the day for the committee on the Bill for 


_ augmenting the army and navy was poſtponed *till the next 
dar; and the other order of the day for a committee of | 
ways and means till Friday. 


"SDS Houſe e at a quarter before ten o 7elock. 


8 The following 3 is a more correct wa copious report of the 


ſpeech of Mr. Cumben, on the Militia Bill, on the 31ſt 5 
ult, than we were able to furniſh 1 in Page 166. 


Sir, | | 
SENSIBLE of the tene and ade; of unani- : 


mity at this momentous criſis, nothing but the ſtrongeſt ſenſe _ 
of duty ſhould compel me to hazard a ſtep which might in- 


tzrrupt it. If miniſters are equally fincere in their withes to 


preſerve the general concurrence of opinion which has 
hitherto prevailed, it is incumbent upon them to give ſuch 


information as may juſtify this Houſe and reconcile the na- 


tion to the burthen and inconvenience which muſt reſult _ 
From the meaſures now under conſideration ; vir, in my 


humble opinion it would have been wiſe and politic 3 in miniſ- 
ters to have commenced their proceedings by fully and fair- 


: ly laying before the Houſe the information on which his Ma- 


jeſty's gracious communication of the threatened invaſion is 


founded. Every war for the laſt century has had its bug- 


bear of invaſion. The preſent has been abundantly prolific 


in idle threats and Fon; AX I Have yet to earn that 
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one ſtep towards the execution of them has ever been taken. 
In what does this manifeſtation to invade chis country differ 
from ſormer ones, that have been announced to us. Is it a 
renewal of idle threats or in actual preparations. If the lat- 


ter they are eaſily explained; to eſtimate the danger by what 


is required to guard us againſt it. I could ſcarcely rate it 
too highly, and yet if ſuch really were the caſe, is it either pro- 
bable or even poſſible that miniſters would riſque the ſafety 


of the nation on a cold declaration of opinion, which has 


raiſed neither alarm nor energy in the country. Thus the 
right honourable gentleman's ſyſtem has not been ſo freedof 
ception as to preclude diſtruſt in the breaſts of thoie who 
have neither confidence or opinion of him. If the honour- 


able gentleman wiſhes for the concurrence of this ſide of the 


HFHoufe, tis not on the ſcore of confidence, but on a fair and. 
_ candid explanation of his meaſures he can have it. If the 


danger is real there can be but one ſentiment, to be freed 


from ſuch a calamity, (for ſuch invaſion would he end it, 


however much to our wiſhes) no ſacrifices are too great; 
what ſo likely to rouſe the people as fully to inſtruct them of 
the exent and magnitude of the danger, whence then this 


backwardneſs on the part of the miniſter to a ſtep by which 


every thing is to be gained and nothing loſt. Is there any 


thing ſo likely to deter our enemy from ſo raſh an enterpriſe 


as knowing the ardour and energy with which the country 


is prepared to meet it? Sir, in oppoſing your leaving the 


chair, I wiſh to take iſſue with the right honourable gentle- 


man on the reality of the danger. If that ſhould be eſtab- 
liſhed, I Gould feel it my duty to go to any length which 


might be required. I am ſenſible, Sir, by oppoſing what 


comes under ſo ſpecious a form as the preſent meaſures do, 
I expoſe myſelf to much calumny and miſrepreſentation. 


That ſhall not however, deter me from doing my duty; ene- 
my as I am to the ſyſtem of confidence, I am aware many 


| occaſions may occur to juſtify this Houſe, granting it upon 
the reſpoſibility of miniſters. But what is there upon the 


preſent occaſion, which intitles miniſters to aſk, or ſhould 


induce this Houſe to grant it. The providing for our inter- 


nal ſecurity in which every man has fo deep -a ſtake, would 
in my humble opinion be moſt effectually removed, by the 
moſt public avowal of the grounds on which miniſters act. 


Am ] to conſider the danger as ſo eminent that it would be 


hazardous to intruſt the country with the full extent of it; 


muſt we learn it by degrees to prevent the effects of ſudden 
panic and diſpondency, little do they know the character of 
VX. I. 1769. . 
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ſelf. 


The beneficial conſequences are already felt. 
| honourable gentleman ſenſible he could no longer proceed 

with his ſyſtem, has diſgorged every principle upon which 
the war has been continued, and there is now no oſtenſible 


ſure of defence. 


— — 


big! f F 


Engliſhmen, who would argue thus, let the danger be as ment 


as it may, the ſpirit and exertions of the country will riſe 
If this does not produce full explanation from 
miniſters, I ſhall feel warranted in ſuppoſing that invaſion is 
only a pretence to arm them with a power for purpoſes the 


ſuperior to it. 


policy of which might be much queſtioned both in and out 
of this Houſe. 


Joice, that the ſeaſon offatal infatuation is nearly at an end. 


ground for withholding from us the bleſſings of peace. Should 


our hopes be fruſtrated, I truſt to our enemies alone will be 
imputable the miſeries which muſt enfue. 
cumſtances it will be the duty of every man to the beſt of 
his abilities to concur in ſecuring the ſtate, which I look for 


in the ſpirit of the country alone, not in the ability or mea- 


| ſures of the right honourable gentleman ; Sir, in a meaſurs 
that is to impoſe fo heavy a charge upon the country, 
dught we to have nothing before us to direct our judgment? 


Is the demand of the miniſter to juſtify us to the publick? 


The extent of preparation ſhould ſcarcely regulaie the mea- 
An honourable baronet terms this a half 
- meaſure, ſuch I cannot confider it, was it even at the com- 
mencement, inſtead of the fourth year of the moſt expenſive 
war this country was ever engaged in; can every man conſider 
aburdenof three millions as nothing, and that excluſive of all 


taxes which may be requiſite to carry on the war, ſhould 


it be forced upon us, can the taking ſo large a body of 


the people from the iruſefulemployments be viewed a meaſure 
of no hardſhip. I confeſs myſelf perfectly unable to dif- 


cover by what ſtandard, the honourable baronet makes his 
eſtimate, not ſurely by his own ability and readineſs to con- 


tribute to the burthens. That would be a mode that would 


ſuit but few : If he wiſhes to know the real ſituation of the 
country, let him look to the middling and lower claſſes of the 


people, 


Sir, I hope we ſhall govern ourſelves by good 
old maxims and uſe that prudent caution, and diſtruſt that 
were the characteriſtics of former parliaments, and ſpurn 
that blind ſyſtem of unmeaſured confidence which has plunged 
us into our preſent calamitous ſituation, a confidence ſo ex- 
erciſed by the laſt parliament, as to go far to eftabliſh in and 
out of this Houſe the ſupport of the miniſter and his mea» 
ſures as the creition of attachment to the conſtitution it- 
In the midſt of our misfortunes we have reaſon to re- 


The right 


Under ſuch cir- 
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people, for there he can only learn it. Have they made no 
ſacrifice! would to God that was the caſe; that our duty 
may compel us to impoſe yet further burthens, but let the 
neceſſity proceed to juſtify us and reconcile the country, let 
the caution with which we grant, ſhew we feel and regret 
what it is out of our power to prevent. Sir, having no 
means of knowing what may be the forwardnets or extent 

A of preparations carrying on in France, if any ſuch there be, 
that occaſions the preſent alarm, I am under the neceffity 
A of forming my opinion, of the probability of ſuch an event, 
' __ from the relative ſituation of the two countries, now and at 
the time when we were ſuppoſed to be in ſuch a ſtate of 
perfect ſecurity; I am fully aware, the fact may be contrary 
* to all reaſoning upon it, if ſo it is more neceſſary than ever 
that miniſters ſhould he explicit. Sir, the honourable ſecre- 
tary when he rated our ſecurity ſo highly, attributed much 

of it, to the ſpirit and loyalty with which the country had 
come forward and armed itſelf. I am not to be told the 
preſent additional force is rendered neceſſary from any abate- 
ment of that ſpirit, on the contrary, Sir, I think there is 
juſt ground to rate it higher than at any former period. The 
_ Juſtice, policy and neceſſity of the war were doubted by 
many, and intereſt foreign to that of the people was ſuppof- 
ed the real ground of the war, ſuch opinions are not ap- 
pulicable at the preſent moment; if we are forced to contend 
for our exiſtence, but one ſentiment and feeling can ani- 
mate the nation. I beg the Houſe to revert to the ſituation 

of the country when we were ſtated to be completely ſecure 
from all danger of invaſion. The two Houſes of parlament 
| had come to a reſolution that a traiterous plot and conſpira- 
cy exiſted in the country, the alarm was general, could any 
ſeaſon have been ſo flattering to our enemies, if they even 
ſeriouſly entertained an idea of invading us, or been fo for- 
midable to ourfelyes, when the exiftence of England and its 
_ conſtitution was repreſented as not the cauſe of every Engliſh- 
| man. Ignorant of the conſpirators, men rated themby their 
E fears and prejudices; to cep alive this alarm, no little pains was 
= taken; a few months however afforded the country 
much ſatisfaction and comfort, and added greatly to its 
lecurity alſo in my opinion. Repeated and itolemn trials 
trials negatived the plot, and abſolved the country from the 
foul imputation; by this event our enemies were fully unde- 
ecived, if they ever hoped to find ſupport amongſt ourſclves. 
The contemptible light indeed in which miniſters were placed, 
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was not likely to inſpire great reſpect or fear of them in our 


enemies. 'They would however entertain no doubt that every 
arm would be raiſed to oppoſe them. If ſuch a ſeaſon was 

nat profited of by our enemies, not dreaded by our rulers, 
what have we now to fear. 'The American war produced 


ſtrong oppoſition in this Houſe, ſtill more powerful on the 


part of the people. What does this moment prefent? A 


phenomenon in politics never before feen !—a miniſter ſtill 


guides the helrn, who has proved himſelf unable to direct the 
Four of the country with vigour or effect, whoſe meaſures 
ave heaped upon us diſaſters and difgrace,—a miniſter who 
has impoſcd burdens beyond ail former miniſters,---whoſe 


innovations upon the conſtitution threaten its exiſtence,--= 
who has nailed up the mouths of a beſt majority of the na- 


tion, and eftabiiſhed triumphantly, the /y fem of barracks in 


every part of the kingdom, —and yet Sir, his Majeſty confides, 


the nation is paſiive, and thoſe in this Houſe who have 


neither confidence or opinion of him, do not wiſh to embar- 
raſs his meaſures. Sir, do our well-grounded hopes of ſecu- 


rity reſt here ?---No. Have the glorious atchievements of 
our navy contributed nothing to our ſafety ? Is the bravery, 


the unparalelled ſkill and exertions of our gallant ſeamen, 
an empty and barren theme of praiſe, and calculated only to 
flatter our national feelings? Was our navy ever fo nume- 
rous at any former period {---No ; his Majeſty tells us with _ 
A pride, i in which every Engliſhman ſhares, that with few ex- 
| options, we have been able to confine our enemies to their 


ports I What has happened to occaſion this ſad reverſe, that 


we muſt tremble for our ſatiety? I profeſs, ſir, this is a myſ- 
tery I cannot comprehend. What was the ſituation of 
France when our boaſted ſecurity was ſo great? France 


was in poſſeſſion of Holland, and the Netherlands, the em- 


peror's armies were driven into the heart of Germany; our 
brave troops were expelled Holland, and aiter ſurmounting 
many dangers and difficulties, and an hoſpitable aſylam in 


Hanover. Spain and Sardinia had every thing to fear; — 
our ſubſidizing friend Pruſſia, had become the ally of France; 


the eleckor of Hanover had made his peace alſo with the 


republic the internal commotions of France had in a mea- 
ſure ſubſided. In ſuch a ſituation of power on the part of 
France.---England repreſented as diſtracted and divided with 
factions.—could any thing offer ſo fair a proſpect of ſucceſs? 
and yet our enemies awed by the inſurmountable difhculties 
of the proſpect, contented themſelves with threatening us. 
'To the hardſhips of ſcarcity has ſucceeded the bleſſings of 


n 5 


lowing che importation of corn. Which being read, 
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plenty; under all our ſufferings we enjoy mapy comforts. 


The great preparations of the preſent campaign on the con- 


tinent, are ended without procuring to France any addi- 


tional advantages. On the contrary, ſhe appears leſs able to 


hazard an attack upon us now, than at the concluſion of the 


laſt campaign. Our fituation ſeems to have every thing to 


deter and diſcourage cur enemies from ſuch an attempt. 


With ſuch a view cf the ſubject, I can ſee nothing to juſtify 


my belief of the danger, and cannot but conſider this mea- 


ſure as applicable to other purpoſes : it is, Sir, to enable mi- 


niſters to proceed with the ſyſtem of conqueſts in the Weſt 


Indies. If it be, I have no heſitation in ſaying, I would not 


grant a man for that ſervice. If our navy be not yet ona 
footing to deſtroy and annihilate the trade of our enemies, 
render it ſo; great as our expences have been for that pur- 
poſe, no one will regret or wiſh to narrow thoſe exertions. 
Sir, if we are compelled to carry on the war, union and ex- 
ertion are the duties of all. I would relinquiſh for the pre- 


ſent, and endeavour to reſtore, ſecure, and preſerve the conſti- 
tution we are born to, and lend all our force to obtain a 
ſecure and laſting peace, the bleſſings of which would in my 
opinion be ineffectual to reitore the country to happineſs and 
: proſperity, if unattended with great and radical reforms, 
Sir, if it be made out to me, that contrary to all rational ſup- 


poſition the danger is real, I ſhall not object to the propo- 


ſitions of the right honcurable gentleman, becauſe they ſeem 


a copy of what he has beſtowed ſo much eloquence to repro- 


| bate. I ſhall not object to them as veſting in the crown ſuch 


great additional powers, nor ſhall I fear putting arms in the 
hands of the people. If the danger be real, I am as diſpoſed 
as any gentleman in this Houſe to grant every thing that 


can be fairly required, but till convinced of that, I ſhall think 


myſclf juſtified in giving my eh to the whole 25 
before us. 8 


HOUSE = LORDS, 
THURSDAY, November 3. 


" Made orders upon ſome private petitions. _ 
Read a ſecond t time Mr. Opie's divorce bil; 4 
- Rand: 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
CORN, 
Mr. Ryder moved the er of the day on the bill for al- 
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le moved, „That it be an inſtruction to the committee 
that they have power to receive a clauſe. The ſubſtance of 
which is, that damaged corn, ſuch as is not fit for the food of 
man, ſhall be uſed for diſtillery, and in the manufacture of 
hair powder, ſtarch, &c. This he propoſed to be allowed 
under ſuch checks as may render it impoſſible that wheat 

which may be fit for the food of man ſhall be uſed for the 
Aiſtillery, ſtarch, powder, &c. He meant that there ſhould 
be a proper inſpection of corn before it ſhall be ſo uſed. One 
meaſure was, that the corn for which certificate of its being 
fit for human food had becn refuſed, ſhould be allowed to be 
_ diſtilled, as that refuſal had already determined the quality of 
the corn. Another was, that none other ſhould be uſed for 
diſt illery, &c. but ſuch as ſhall be owed by licenſe of the 
commiſſioners of exciſe. _ 

The inſtruction which he propoſed to be given to the | 
committee being agreed to, the Houſe formed itſelf into a 
committee of the whole Houſe. Adopted the e 
which were propoſed. 

The report was received immediately, and the bill way 
ordered to be engroſſed. : | 

General Tarleton moved, That the account of the addi 2 
tional charge of the public debt, by the intereſt on loans, ſub- 


ſequent to che 27th year of the T0un of George the third, be 
e | 


Ordered. 

The ſpeaker informed the Houſe that Thomas B. Howell, 
eſq. on whoſe behalf a petition had been preſented, com- 
plaining of an undue election for Cirenceſter, had not en- 
tered into the recognizance required by law. 

Order on the petition diſcharged. 

The other petition of the ede dere of the borough v was or- 
dered to be taken into conſideration on the 20th of December 
. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the order of the day: 
for the third reading of the cavalry bill, which being done, 
Mr. Biddulph ſaid, he conceived the bill to be a kind of 
requiſition bill, and not of revenue, and therefore where pro- 
per perſons. were not to be found to perform ſervice, it ſhould _ 
be incumbent on the deputy receivers general to provide men 
in thai {tcad. He ſaid he ſhould move a clauſe upon the 
ſubject 5 

The Chancellor of the Ke ſaid, he did not think the 
honourable gentleman's propoſition practicable, as he did 
not know the receiver general would be in poſſeſſion of the 


neceſſary | 
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neceſſary funds for providing men, beſides, he conceived i? 
would be too much for the receiver general to have that trou- 
ble caſt upon him. He wiſhed the mg therefore to alter 


his intended motion. 


Mr. Biddulph not being able immediately to have the clauſe | 


*ready, the debate was adjourned. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, That the other ox- 
ders of the day be read. 


'The firſt order was the call of the Houſe, which the Chan- 
cellor of the exchequer propoſed to be poſtponed to the 24th 


of November. 


Mr. Sheridan wiſhed to know whether the call was then in- 


tended to be an effectual one? 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid 1 was delirious of | 


: Having a full attendance, but the Houſe would then deter- 


mine whether the call ſhould be inforced or not. 
Mr. Fox obſerved, there was no rule whereby any perſon 


5 could be bound to e a call, but it was uſual for gentle- 


men to ſay what their opinions were, whether the call would 


be enforced or not, for obvious reaſons. If gentlemen had 
an underſtanding that the call was merely to inforce a ballot, 


they would reſt ſecured that would be formed, and the at- 
tendance would not be ſo full as if they actually expected the 


call to take place. He therefore wiſhed to know, whether 


the miniſter had any important public buſineſs to bring for- 


Ward about that time? 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he wude he 


ſhould be able; (without confining himſelf ſtrictly to the day) 


to bring forward the ways and means of the years on the 23d 
of this month. 


The Houſe was then ordered to be called over on the 24 


| of November. 


| GAMEKEEPERS. 


The erder of the day for the ſecond reading of the game- 


| Keepers bill being read. 


The Chancellor of the E ahequer ſaid, that 10 00 had "a 


entertained with regard to this meafure, and as the game- 


keepers, if enrolled, were not intended to be trained, there 


was no particular reaſon for preſſing the meaſure forward. 
He therefore propoſed the diſcuſſion ſhould be poſtponed 
until after the receſs. He then moved, „That inſtead of 


aan, che dill now, 1 it be read on the 2 5th of N ovember.” 
r. 
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Mr. Sheridan (aid, that if he agreed to this motion, it muſt 
be from a conviction that the miniſter would never think of 
the bill again. If he did not think that the miniſter had been 


better adviſed upon this ſubject than he was when he brought 
it forward, and that the Houſe ſnould hear no more of it, he 


mould kave moved that this bill be read this day nine months. 


If the miniſter would be frank upon the ſubject, and confeſs 
his crror upon the matter, he would ſay nothing upon it after- 
wards—etſe he- ſhould make his motion now. 'The Houſe 


had lately heard a good deal about recognizances. If the 
right hon. gentleman would enter into a recognizance that 
they ſhould hear no more of the ſubject, he ſhould be ſatisfied; 

otherwiſe he mult proceed to ſhew that the bill was a ſtigma 


on the good ſenſe of the Houſe and the nation; a bill of ſuch 


pernicious and foul principles, that he was confident he 
ſhould perſuade the Houſe, if not the miniſter, to reject it with 
indignation. 'He had too much eſteem for the good ſenſe 
of the Chancellor of the exchequer, to believe that he was 


the, author of ſuch a bill; ſomebody muſt have put into his 
hand, in the form of a bil, a bad tranſlation of a German ; 


romance. 


The A of the Be ſaid, that = was too much 125 


accuſtomed to hard epithets as applied to him, to be eafily 


f provoked into a debate, upon a ſubject which did not require 
it, and therefore he ſhould not take notice of the remarks 


which were made upon this bill. All the recognizance he 


ſhould enter into was, that he ſhould before the 25th of No- 
vember, give the honourable gentleman notice what he 1 888 


tended to propoſe with regard to this bill. 


The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a committee on \ the | 
army and navy augmentation bill; which was divided after- | 


wards into two bills. It 1s propoſed 3 in them, among other 


things, that the number of men ta be raiſed, are, for the 5 


navy, 6,000, for the army, 9,000. 


The bill having paſſed the committee, the report v was or. 


dered to be received the next day. 
e 


nous OF LORDS. 
Fnibav, Nov. 4 


Tpe militia augmentation Bill was read ; a. ſeeond time d 
committed for . 9 
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1 The army end vy quota Bill for England, and the army 
5 and navy quota 31.1 for Scotland, the Bill for permirting the 
3 1mportation of or gunzircd lik were brought up from the 
FX Houle of Commons, and cad a hrit time. 

5 ee | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
„  'FRIDAY,: Nov. 4 
The Speaker informed the Houſc, that the el-Rors of the 
borough of Tregony had not entered into the 7*-0gnizance 
required by law in conſequence of the pcition preicuted on 
their behalf complaining of an undue glectian lor that bo- 
rough. Order upon that petition diſcharged. 
The ſame circumſtances with regard to the borough of 
Cirenceſter. Order diſcharged in the ſame manner. 
The fame alſo for the city of Worceſter, in which caſe 
Edmund Lechmere . was the — Order diſcharged 
like! manner. | 


SOUTHWARK ELECTION COMMITTEE. 


= Mir. Thomas Grenville, chairman of the committee bal- 
loted to try the election for the Borough of Southwark, ſtated, 
that Alexander Morris had diſubcyed the ſummons. of that : 
committee; and theiefore he moved, by the direction of 
ſuch committee, „“ That the ſaid Alexander Morris be taken 
into cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms attending that Houſe.” 
The Speaker ſaid the Houſe would underitand that the 
act of the 10th of the King gave PUWEr to a committee to 
report to the Houſe circumſtances of witneſſes either diſ- 
obeying the ſummons of the committee, giving falle evi- 
dence, or prevaricating. By the 28th of the King the com- 
mittee were empowered to act fo. themſelves, without mo- 
tion to the Houſe, if any witneſs diſobeyed their ſummons, 
gave falſe evidence, or prevaricated. The coramittee had 
made their choice, in the preſent initance, of the proviſions 
in the former act, in which they were not irregular, as they 
might make choice of either, the proviſions of dhe two acts 
not being repugnant to each other. To ſhew this, he de- 
fired the clerk to read the clauſes of the two acts relating to 
this caſe; which being done, it appeared the Speaker was 
perfectly accurate in his recollection. 
The motion was then put, that Alexander Morris be 
taken into the N of the Serjeant, at Armg.— 5 
Ordered. 5 | 
Vor. I. 1796. | |  Gg | The 


— = 
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The Bill for funding the navy debt, &c, was read a 
ſecond time, and ordered to be committed to a committee of 
the whole Houle. 
i Mr. Courtenay moved that an account of the outtanding 
1 ordnance debentures, ſtating the ſums for winch they were 
[._ iſſued, be laid before the Houſe. ' Ordered. 
it be report of the army and navy augmentation Bill, as 
far as relates to Scotland, was brought up, read and agreed | 
N to. Aſter which the Bill was ordered to be engroſſed, | 
1 Some clauſes were brought up by the Lord Advocate of 
Scotland. 
„ r. £'r -afor ſaid, he wiſhed that ſome principle of propor- 
tion ſhould be adoptcd, that the Bill might fall fairly on the 
reſpective counties. The quotas bore no proportion to the 
WW land tax, and the population of the country. The calcula- 
1:1. tions had been collected from the ſtatements of Mr. Web- 
1 ſter in 1755, ſince that time, however, à great alteratron 
had occurred. Sir John Sinclair had made ſtatiſtical ac- 
counts of nine-tenths of the pariſhes of Scotland, and from 
thoſe it appeared, that the general population of that king- 
dom had encreaſed 300,000. Some counties it was true, 
had been ſtationary in their population, a few had decreaſed; 
N but the general population had encreaſed 309,000. The 
| quotas, therefore ought to have been diſcriminative, and to 
1 blaave been regulated by the population of the different pa- 
0 riſhes. That the principle of population was a fair ons he 
Wl acknowledged, becauſe the principle of the Bill was to pro- 
cure men. There was, however, another point which he 
had particularly to preſs. It related to the highlancers, a 
[| brave, hardy, and ſerviceable race, who were much at- 
1 tached to their chiefs, and would be much hurt in being 
(| forced to ſerve under other commanders. He wiſhed, 
118 therefore, that a proviſion might be made for permitting 
them to ferve under their particular chieftains. _ 
The Lord Advocate of Scotland obſerved, that the operation 
of the Bill would not partially aſſet any individual pariſh; 
1 ſince it was left to the diſcretion of the magiſtrates to throw 
11 two, three, or four pariſhes together, if neceſſary. The 
i other matters mentioned by the honourabie gentleman were 
were points for which it was difficult, if not impoffible, to 
1 make legiſlative proviſion; but he had no doubt that great 
| care woult be taken by his Majeſty's ſervants, to extend 
as far as poſſible indulgences of the kind to . * hon. 
5 alluded. = 
the 
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The Bill was then read a third time and paſſed, _ 
A meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe, their lord- 


ſhips had paſſed Mr. Opie's divorce Bill, and had agreed to a 


private Bill. 
The Bill for allowing the importation of corn, and allow- 


ing corn of a certain quality to be diſtilled, and wheat flour 


of a certain quality to be uſed as ſtarch, Poe & c. was 


read a third time and paſſed. 


Mr. IJufy took notice of the article of coffee, in which 
there was a great difference between the importation and the 


exportation; the value ot the exportation being much larger 


than that of the importation; the firſt being ſtated at 200,000 
and the latter at 6,600,000. He wiſhed to know whether 


this was an error, and if ſo, to what the error was owing ? 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer, faid, that in one ſenſe, 
the account was incorrect, becauſe the accounts of the cuſ- 
tom houſe were ſo, The valuation of coffee was made dif- 


ferent in the importation, from that of the exportation, nei- 

ther of which was correct; but they were not ſtated of the 
ſame value in the two Caſes, and that was the only ſolution 
he was able to give. 


The army and navy augmentation Bill, was read a third 


time, and ordered to be cartel to the Lords by he Secretary 
| at War. | 52 


" THE BUDGET. 


The other order of the day being read, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that fince he gave 
notice the preceding day that he intended to open the ways 


and means, he had reflected that many members of that Houſe 
would probably be in the country on that day, on account of 
the Bills thit were now before parliament. It was his de- 


fire to have as full an attendance as poſſible on the opening 


the ways and means, and therefore, with the permiſſion of 
the Houſe, inſtead of Wedneſday the 23d, he ſhould appoint 


Friday the 25th of November for that purpoſe, and with that 
view he moved, That the Houſe ſhouldrefolveitielfinto à com- 


mittee of the whole Houſe on Friday the 25th of November 
| 1 conſider of ways and means Tor raiſing the ſupplies, — 


Ordered. 


* 


CAVALRY BILL. _ 
The Houſe then proceeded to couſider a clauſe Mt was 


_ propoſed by Mr. Biddulph, to be added to the curalry Bill by 
= way of rider. 
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Mr. Biddulph ſtated, that having the day before propoſed 
a clauſe to the conſideraticn of the Houle, which he con- 
c-ived was not objected to in principle, the wording of 
which was not ſufficiently correct and formal to carry his in- 
tentions into effect, he ſubmitted it c the candour of the 
Houſe, whether he might not be allowed to withdraw that 
clauſe, and preſent another mere tec; anically drawn. His 
propoſal being aſſented to, he ſtated the object of his clauſe 
to be, that if in: any cofs no ſuſſictent and able bodied man, 
fit for military duty, ſhould be found, and the caſe being 
certified by the deputy licutenants, at a fub-divifon meeting, 
to the receiver general of the county, he ſhould advance 
to the perſon choſen by ballot to furnich the man in 
that claſs, fuch ſum as ſhould be certified by the deputy lieu- 
_ tenants to be the price ſullicic: t to procure a volunteer in 
that diſtrict. 

The clauſe being We de up and read, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that having Knee had 
ſome communication with the mover of the clauſe, and hav- 
found it to be his intention to carry the operation of it ſo 
much further than he had at firſt conceived, he ſhould be 
obliiged to object to it, and ſhould propoſe another in its ſtead. 
That, by the preſent clauſe, the perſons, though, pollibly 
men of ix or ſeven thouſand a year, would be allowed to ap- 
ply to the deputy lieutenants for a certificate to receive three 
or four pounds from the receiver general, which ſurely muſt 
app*car to the Houſe highly unnecefary—that, as the ho- 
vour..ble gentleman had confeſſed, it was not intended to 
£0 further in this caſe than in that, in which no horſe 
thou!d be found in the claſs, the clauic he ſhould propoſe 
would provide that the receiver general ſhould be reimburſed 
by an aſſeſſment, to be levied on all the perſons contained in 
te claſs, as was provided in the clauſe before alluded to. 

Mr. Biddulph confeſſed that his meaning had been very 
diſtinctly expreſſed by the right honourable gentleman, and 
he avowed it to be, that if a man of 100,000). a year ſhould 
be in the claſs, and unfit for military duty. that he ſhould | 
not be bound to find a ſubſtitute. Mr. B. ſaid he did not 
conſider this to be a Bill of revenue, but of requiſition, or a 
tax in kind: that where the thing required was not found, 
that a tax in money ought not to he demanded. As to the 
circumftance in the other clauſe alluded to, of the horſe to be 
paid for by the receiver general, he had not adverted to the 

N that he was to be reimburſed by an alleſſment le 
Fog ---* "the 
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the perſons in the claſs, and if ſuch were the caſe it was an 
aggravation of the injuſtice and iniquity of the Bill. When 


horſes were found in the claſs, they were lent to govern- 


ment for a temporary ſervice, but that in this caſe, money 
was to be taken out of the pockets of the people never to re- 
turn, as the horſc was to be delivered to the deputy lieute- 

nants on their demand, and ſold for the publie account. _ 

Mr. E:ddulph's clauſe Was negatived, and the Chancellor of 
the txchequer's received. 

Mr. Sheridan expreſſed his apprehenſion, that the difcre= 
tion given to the magiſtrates to enforce the euccution oi the 
Bill might become oppreſſive by abuſe. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared his reliatice on the 
integrity of the magiſtrates in general. If, however, any 
inconvenience ſhould he felt, it might ſoon be removed, 
ſince there was a proviſion in the bill, wherevy the legiflature 


Might alter it in the preſent ſeſhon. _ 


Mr. Sheridan had no doubt of the integrity of the magiſ- 
trates in general, but he regarded the Weſtminſter juſtices 
with ſome ſuſpicion ; he feared they would mark out ſome 


| ſeditious fellows as the objects of ſeverity. As to the reme- 


dy of altering the bill in the preſent ſeſſion, it ſhould be ob- 


| ſerved that the grievance may be ſeverely felt before any re- 


medy could be thought of. The bill was then paſſed. 
A ſtranger roſe up in the front of the gallery, and called 


out Treaſon, treaſon ;” he held a paper in his hand. The 


Speaker immediately ordered him to be taken into cuſtody, 


and the ſerjeant at arms to clear the gallery. The gallery 
was cleared, and the ſtranger taken into cuſtody, but diſco- 


vered ſuch evident marks of derangement, that he was im 


mediateiy diſmiſſed. After his firit violent out-cry of trea- 


ſon, he uttered ſome incoherent expreſſions to thoſe around 


him, «That he would diſcloſe treaſon at the bar of the 

Houſe.” He ſhewed no other ſyniptoms of inſanity, except 
what appeared in his expreſſions. He made no attempt to 
reſiſt thoſe who took him into cultody, 5 and When luftered to 
- depart went off ye ZE ; 


' HOUSE or LORDS. 5 
MONDAY, November 7. i 
The Houſe went through the militia augmentation bill in a 


committee. 


The bill for faiſing a certain number of men for the army 
and Eder! in E the bill for raiſing : a certain number of 
men 
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men for the ſame ſervice in Scotland, and the bil for allow- 

ing the importation of organzine thrown filk were read a 

ſecond time, and committed tor to-morrow 

Ib cavalry bill was brought up by the Chancellor of the 
exchequer, from the Houſe of Commons, and read a irn | 

time. | 
Heard counſel in the Scotch appeal, Ferguſon and co. 
againſt Douglas, Heron, and Ds ---: 1 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Sir Edward Knatchbull brought up a report from the com- 
mittee appointed to try the merits of the election for the bo- 


rough of Southwark, ſtating that the committee had this 
morning received a letter from Mr. Thomas Grenville, their 


chairman, intimating that, on account of the death of a 
_ near relation, it would be impoſüble for him to attend their . 
meetings. | 
Upon: the motion of fir Edward Knatchbull, the Houſe 
ſuſtained the excuſe, agreeable to a precedent in 1791. 

Sir Fohn Rous Boughton brought up the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to try the merits of the election for the bo- 
rough of Malmeſbury, which confirm the election and return, 
but ſtating the _prtmons to have been neither frivolous nor 5 
vexatious. 

Mr. John Smith from the ſelect committee, _ were ap- 
pointed to try and determine the merits of the petition of 
John George Philips, efq. complaining of an undue election 
for the county of the borough of Carmarthen, informed the 
Houfe, that the ſaid committee have determined, | 

That Magen, Dorrien Magens, eſq. is not duly elected, and 
chat John George Philips, eſq. the petitioner, ought to have 
been returned, and alſo that the ſaid John George Philips, eſq. 


is duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in the preſent parliament, or 


for the county of the borough of Carmarthen. 
The deputy clerk of the crown was ordered to attend next 
day, and amend the return. | =] 
' _'The committee on the Quakers bill was poſtponed : to 
Wedneſday fortnight. | 
The bill for funding the navy debt paſſed through a com- 
| mittee of the whole houle. In the committee Mr. Roſe 
moved that the holders of the bills when they deliver in the 
bills at the different Nath mall ſtate what kind of ſtock 2 | 
; make 
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make choice of, and chat they mall be bound by that Rate- 
ment. Agreed. 

The Houſe being reſumed, the report was ordered to be 
received the next dax. 

A A perſon from the n 80 eee che account of 
navy bills moved for by Mr. Ay on a former 8 
u ne 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuxspax, November 8. | | 

The earl of Derly moved, that the petition of ; Ou earl 
of Lauderdale, complaining of an undue election and return 
of the ſixteen peers of Scotland, be Ear this 85 three 
weeks. 

_ Ocdered accordingly. 

Their lordſhips heard counſe? on the Seots appeal, = 
| Ferguſon, eſq. and others, againſt Douglas, Heron, and co. 
adjourned from the preceding day, —after which they poſt- 
1 _ Poned the further conſideration of the caſe till Thurſday. 
The militia augmentation bill was read a third time, and 
_ paſſed, and a meflage was ſent to the commons, to quan | 
that Houſe therew:th. 

The proviſional cavalry force bill was read a ſecond time, 
and committed for the next dax. 5 
Their lordihips in a committee of the N Houſe, lord 
W alſinghaia in the chair, went through the bill for raiſing a 
certain nuaber of men for the ſervice of the army and navy 
in Enviand ; the bill for raiſing men for the like ſervices in 
3 . Scotland ; the corn import regulation bill; and the organ- 
Air ed thrown ſilk bill. And the Houſe reſuming, agreed to 
the reports of thoſe þilis, and ordered them t to be babe | 

read a third time to-morrow. | 

in nec 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

| TutsDay, November 8. | 

Sir James M. 1 has leave of abſence for five weeks, on - 
account of ill health. 

Reville's naturalization bill was ed a firſt time. 


The clerk of the crown attended, and amended Carmar- 
then return 


Petitions for Thetford allizes, and for naturalizing —— 
Berel, were preſented, and bills ordered. 
— 


9 
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Grunciſſn 8 naturalization, and Dudley canal bills, were 
read a ſecond time, and committed. | 

Opie's divorce bill was read a ſecond | time, and committed 
fs the 23d of November. | 
Petition againſt Weymouth water bill preſented. 

Grdered to lie on the table, 

_ Chicheſter roads pctition r- ported, and bill ordered. * 

The N bil Was reported, and ordered to be” en-, 
groſted. 5 

A mefſage from the lords ned, that their lordihips had 1 


agreed to the miiitia augmentation bill. 


The report of the bil! for funding the navy bi us . 
agreed to, and the bill ordered to be read a third time to- 


| morrow. 


The land-tax coramilſioners name bill x was read a i ſecond | 
time. | 
Several members took the oaths. 

Xn horn 


- HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WIDNspax, November "i 


The army and navy augmentation bill, the augmentation 5 
bill for Scotland, the corn import regulation bill, the organ- 


Zined thrown ſilk bill, and the proviſional cavalry force bill, 


were read a third time and paſſed. 
The Bill for funding the navy debt was brov ght fi from the 


5 commons, and read a firſt time. 


| HOUSE OF coMMons. | 
A meſſage was received from the lords, ſignifying their 


jordſhips aſſent to the county quota bills for England and 


Scotland, the proviſional cavalry bill, the corn bill, and the 


organzine thrown filk importation bil  vithout. any amend- 


ment. | 
The bill for funding the navy debt was vid a third time | 
and paſſed. _ 

The teſt act indemnity bill was 59 a frevnd time. 

A new writ was ordered for the borough of Malmeſbury, 
in the room of Samuel Smith, eſq. who has made his cleQion 
for the borough of Leiceſter. 

8 AA | 


' HOUSE 
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' HOUSE OF LORDS. 
| T:xursDar, November 10. 


> Gave judgment on the Scots appeal, fanefon and co. 

_ appellants, againſt Laurie, reſpondent, reverſing the judg- 
ment of the court of ſeſſion, and alſirming the interlocutor of 
the lord ordinary. - . 
I he teſt act indemnity bill, was brought up from the com- | 
* and read a firſt time. | 

"Bourne, 


| HOUSE OF COMMONs. 
 Tavxspay, November 10. 


Nr. Baldwin brought up the report of the committee > ap- 
pointed to try the merits of the election for the borough of 
Camelford, which declares the right of election to be veſted in 
the inhabitants paying ſcot and lot. G. J. Denniſtone and 
J. Angerſtein, eſqrs. to be duly elected; but the petitions of 
the honourable 3 Ludlow and Robert * elq- | 
| not to be frivolous. 
OO 


' HOUSE or LORDS. 


FRIDAY, November 5 "hs 


The royal aſſent was given by commiſſion to the militia 
_ augmentation bill, the land and ſea ſervice quota bills for 

England and Scotland, the bill for prohibiting the exportation 
of on the bill for Allowing the importation of organzine 
thrown filk, &c. The commiſſioners were, the lord chan- 
cellor, the archbiſhop of Canterbury, and earl of Liverpool. 
The teſt act indemnity bill was read a third time and 
paſſed. - 
judgment was given i in the Scotch appeal, Grants, truſtees, 
g againſt Douglas, Heron, and co. by which various interlocu- 
tors of the court of ſeſſion were reveried.. 22 5 
. 


- ' HOUSE OF COMMONS. | 
FRIDAY, November 17. | 
"Tos the motion of the Chancellor of the Ruchoquer the di. 


ferent orders of the day, as I ſtood 1 in the * were : poſt= 
poned as follows: 


J.! he 


| utious. 


234 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Lou. 


The call of the Houſe to the 29th of November. 
The petition, complaining of an undue election and return 


for the borough of Leominſter on the agth of November. 


The ſupply on the 28th of November.. 
The ways and means of the year to the oth of November. 
Another committee of ways and means to the 28th of 


| November. 


Mr. Opie's divorce bil, to the 28th of Novewaber. 
The ſecond reading of the gamekeepers bill on the firſt of 


December. 


A meſſage from the lords informed the Houſe their lord- 


| ſhips had agreed to the bill for 8 the navy debt, with- 


out any amendment. 


Mr. Roſt moved, that a new writ be iſſued for the borough. 


of Weſtloe, in Devonthire, in the room of Jokn ny we 
Who has 006 ds the — needs. e 


Ordered. 
Aq durned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. | 

SATURDAY, November 12. 

The royal aſſent was given, by commiſſion, „ to the Bill for 

funding the navy debt. N 
Adjourned. | : ES 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

|  __ SaTuRDar, November 12. | 
Sir Edward K natchbull, from the ſelect committee, 8 

were appointed to try and determine the merits of the petition 

of George Tierney, complaining of an undue election and 

return for the Borough of Soutnwark, informed the Houſe, 5 


- 


that the ſaid ſelet-committee have determined, | 


That George Woodford Thelluſſon, Eſq. is not duly elefted 


a burgeſs to ſerve in this e 3 for che laid 
Borough of Southwark. 


And alſo that the ſaid ſelect committee 1 Jetermined. | 


that the laſt eleCtion for the ſaid Borough of Southwark, fo 


far as relates to'the faid George Woodford Thelluſſon, Eſq- 
is void. 


And alſo, that the laid ſelect committee have determined, . 


that the petition of the faid George Tierney did not ; 


appear to the laid (dect committee to ha ren or vex- 
8 
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And alſo that the faid ſelect committee have determined, 
that the oppoſition of the ſaid George Woodford Thelluſſon, 
Eſq. to the ſaid petition, did not appear to the ſaid ſele&t © 
committee to be frivolous or vexatious. 

And the faid determinations were ordered to be entered 
in th journals of the Houle. | 

- Ordered, - | 5 a 
That Mr. Speaker 40 iſſue his warrant to the clerk of the 
8 Crown, to te out a new writ for electing of a Burgeſs to 
ſerve in this preſent Parliament for the Borough of South- 
wark, in the county of Surry, in the room of George Wogd- 
ford Thelluſſon, Eſq. whoſe election for the ſaid Borough hag 
| been determined to be void. 

Sir Edward Knatchbull alſo reported from the ſaid ſelect 
committee, that they had come to a reſolution which they 
had directed him to report to the Houſe; and he read the 


report in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the table 


Where the ſame was read and the reſolution of the commit- 
tee is as followeth, viz. 
Reſolved, | | | 
That it appears to this committee, that at the laſt election 
for the Borough of Southwark, George Woodford Thelluſſon, 
Eq. did act in violation of the ſtatute of the 5th of William 
III. chap. 4. whereby he is incapacitated to ſerve! in arlia- 
ment upon ſuch election. | 
ä 
That the ſaid report 4 lie upon the table. | 
Sir Edward Rnatabbull ſaid, the Houſe would recollect, | 
that an honourable member of the Committee on the South, 
Wark election, had complained of the non-attendance of a 
perſon of the name of Alexander Morris, and his diſobedience 
to the ſummons of the Committee; in conſequence of which, 
there was an order of the Houſe, that the ſaid Alexander | 
+ Morris be taken into the cuſtody of the Sexjeant at Arms, 
e did not complain of the Scrjcant at Arms, for it appeared 
that he bad done his duty. The man, however, had not ap- 
eared. He did not alledge this on behalf of the petitioner, 
Mr. Tierney. The object of his petition was anſwered, for 
be ha made his caſe good. What he now ſaid was on be- 
| Half of every member of that Houſe, and of every man who 
; wk A i as oo to a a Committee of that e Houle. He 


„ „ 
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The Houſe then e to e the 28th of Nov. 
inſtant, 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
| Moxvay, Nov. 28. | | 
The Earl of Kinnoul preſented a petition on behalf of the 


Earl of Errol praying that the committee of privileges on the 


Farl of Lauderdale's petition ſhould be deferred till the firſt 


Tueſday after Chriſtmas. 


The Ear! of Derly ſaid, that on the part of the Earl of 


Lauderdale he had no objection to the prayer of the petition _ 
being granted, becauſe it was his wiſh that the noble lord 
(Errol) ſhould be fully prepared upon the ſubject of the pe- 


tition preſented at the inſtance of his noble friend (lord Lau- 


derdale); at the ſame he would wiſh it to be underſtood that 
the committee of privileges ſhould ſet on the firft Tueſday 


after Chriſtmas, and that no farther | has ſhould take 


appr 


Their Lordſhips heard Counſel at the bar upon the Scotch | 


appeal, TINGS v. Burt. 


5 HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
 Monvar, Nov. 238. | 
The 1 informed the Houſe, that liſts had wa given 


in of perſons to be ballotted for compoſing the India Judicar : 
tures under the act of the 26th of his majeſty. 


A new writ was ordered for Bath in the room of lord | 


| viſcount Weymouth, called up to the Houſe of Peers. 1 
Mr. Grey moved, That on or before the 8th day of Feb. 


next, the freeholders of the county of Kent, who had peti- 
tioned againſt the return for that county, ſhould by them 


_ ſelves or their agents give in liſts of the perſons whoſe votes 
had been objected to, with the heads of the objections, and 

that the ſitting member ſhould deliver ſimilar liſts to the pe · 
titioners. 


Sir V. Geary ſaid, be had no objection to the motion, 
which was agreed to. 7 
General Tarleton moved, That there be laid before the | 


Houſe accounts of the money coined during the years 1793, 


1794, 1795, and 1796, diſtinguiſhing the amount 'of each 
year 3 of the application of the ſum of 2,500,000l, voted _ 
lalk 


TT. 
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laſt ſeſſion of Parliament; of the navy, victualling, and 
_ tranſport bills iſſued in the month of November, and up to 


the 31ſt of December; of the navy, victualling, tranſport, 
and exchequer bills, ſubſcribed for the purpole of being 


funded, and the particular ſtock to which it was to be added; 


and of the navy, victualling, and tranſport bills due or to be- 


come due between the iſt of January and the 3 1ſt of Decem- 
ber, 1796, which were all agreed to, and the accounts order- 


ed to be printed. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice that he 1 meant 


to poſtpone the Hening of the 8 0 till this day ſe'n- 
night. 


Mr. Sergent Drought up the ordnance eſtimate for the 


pear 1797. 


The committee on the Quakers] bill was put off til Thurf- 5 


day ſe' nnight. 


Went into a comtitiee, and heard counſel on Opie O Di- 
vorce bill. 


The committees of ſupply, and ways and means were put | 


5 off till Wedneſday. 


A meſſage from the Houſe of Lords acquainted the Houſe ; 


; that their N had agreed to the annual tell e 
| bill. IS | 


Adjourned, : 

| HOUSE OF LORDS. 

| Torspar, Nov. 29. N 
220 counſel on an appeal, wherein Alexander M Donald, 


writer to the ſignet, was appellant, and Robert Burt, aporhe- | 
cary in Edinburgh, was reſpondent 3 and, on the motion of 
| lo Thurlow, the interlocutor was reverſed. | 


_ Adjourned to e 


| nous OF COMMONS. 
> DTvESDAY, Neu 29. 
Mr. Grey preſented a petition from George Tierney, Eſq. 


5 complaining againſt an undue election and return for the 
Borough of Southwark. 


| The principal points of the petition were; ; That George | 


Woodford Thelluſſon, Eſq. was rendered incapable of ſerving 
in Parliament for that Borough by the deciſion of the com- 


mittee hs Rs to try the merits of the firſt election; 3 That, 
| at 
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at the laſt election, prize-fighters were employed on the part 
of Mr. Thelluflon, to obſtruct the poll; that Mr. Jones, the 
marſhal of the King's Bench priſon, brought forward per- 
ſons confined for debt to vote for Mr. Thelluſſon, and that 
their votes were taken contrary to law; and, laſtly, that 
bridery was employed by N. Thelluſſen to bias the votes 
of the electors. 55 
The petition being read, 
Mir. Grey ſaid that he underſtood there were fine doubts 
entertained reſpecting the propriety of receiving the petition | 
at this time, for his own part he conceived it to be e 
regular. 2 
The Speaker ſaid that it reſted with the Honſe to determine 
whether, as the certificate from the returning officer had not 
been delivered to the Houſe, they. would receive the petition, 
or whether they would be contented with the return which 
| had been made to the office of the crown, if ſuch return was 
actually made; and if it was not made, whether they would 
be ſatisfied with the knowlege they had of the election having 5 
taken plece. 5 
Mr. Grey profeſſed not to know whether the return had 
been fent to the crown office, but if it was not, it was the 
fault of the returning officer. But though it was not, it 
could be uo objection to receiving the petition, becauſe if 
ſuch an objection was ſuſtained, it would be in the power 
of any candidate to preveut a petition being preſented againſt 
on by delaying to give in his certificate. 
Mr. Whitbread ſaid, there was ep no impropriety | 
in preſenting the petition, and he hoped that an early day 
would be appointed for taking it into confideration. He 
deſired that the reſolution of the laſt committee upon the 
Southwark election ſhonld be read, and hkewife a reſolution 
of the Houle againſt practiſing bribery at elections. The 
_ reſolutions being read, Mr. Whitbread expreſſed a hope that | 


the Houſe would vindicate its own honour and dignity by 


taking particular notice of theſe reſalutions, and the conduct 
of Mr. Thelluſſon in the Southwark election, and he inti- 
mated an intention of moving ſomething to that effect. This 
he would defer till after the merits of this election were 
ttied; at the ſame time he hoped that the conſideration of 
the petition would take place of others, that a deciſion might 
be paſſed as early as poſſible upon a ſubject of ſo much ime 
rtance. He therefore moved, that the petition be taken 
Into conſideration on this day fortnight, meaning to follow | 
wp the deciſion a of the committee with n other e 0 
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Ihe petition was ordered to be taken into conſideration on 
Tueſday the 13th of Deceraber. 
Ihe Speaker announced, for the ſatisfaction of the Houſe, | 
that the return had been made at the crown office. 
A new writ was ordered for the borough of Saltaſh, for 
the election of a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament, 1 in the room 
of Edward Bearcroft, eſq. deceaſed. 
Another writ was ordered for the botough of Winchell=a, 
In the room of Richard Barwell, Eſq. 
I be call of the Houſe was 8 till Tueſday next. 
A committee was appointed to try the merits of che elec- 
tion for the borough of Leominſter: 
And a committee to try the merits of the IT: for 
| Milbourne port: 


5 Adjourned. 


| HOUSE OF COMMONS. | 


WEDNESDAY, November 30. 


Nr Manning preſented a petition from a variety of mer- 
chants of the city, ſetting forth the mconveniencies ariſing 
from the inadequate accommodation for the increaſed ſhip- 
ping of the port of London, and praying that the Houſe 
would take the premiſes into confiderarion, and afford fuch | 
relief as they ſhould think fit. 


The petition was referred to a committee, conſiſting of _ 


the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the members for the city 
of London, for the county of Northumberland, and the mem 
bers for the maritime counties. | 
Sir William Young moved, that there be laid before the 
| Houſe, the report of the Commiſſioners of the Cuftoms, to 
the Lords Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, relative to the 
different plans ſubmitted to their conſideration, for the ac- 
commodation of the ſhipping in the port of London. 
Mir. Alderman Anderjor ſeconded the motion, and ſaid, he 
_ happy that this report was to be laid before the Houſe, 
and he Taped it would be printed for the uſe of the members, 
The city of London was aware of the inconveniencies felt 
from the inadequate accommodation for the encreaſed ſhip. 
ping of the port, and that they had turned their attention to 
the ſubject, and with this report in their eye, they had certain 
Plans for the een of the accommodation of the 

| Wippingy 


x 
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ſhipping, which when brought forward he hoped would 1 meet | 
with the approbation of the Houſe, 

Ordered. 

Mr. Roſe moved for the accounts of the money expended 
for the convicts in the hulks, on the river r Thames, in Portſ- 
mouth harbour, &c.  _ 

Ordered. 
Mr. Roſe moved, That an dire ſhould be : nid to 
his Majeſty, praying that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to 
order to be laid before the Houſe, accounts of all monies 
iſſued in conſequence of addreſſes, and not made good by 
parliament. 
| Upon the motion of Mr. Metcal If, the his for taking into 
conſideration the petition prefented by T. Burgeſs, Eſq. 
againſt the return for the _ borough of ee was dif- | 
charged. 
| The order of the day for the Houſe to 80 into a com- £ 


5 mittee of ſupply being moved, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he ſhould wake this 
opportunity to give notice, that it was intended to move cer- 
tain army eftimates and extraordinaries of the navy, which 
had not yet been brought! forward, in a committee of ſupply 
on Friday next. 1 5 
The Houſe went into a committee 06 happily: | ; 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, 'That it is the opi- 
nion of the committee that the ſum of 420,000]. of diſpofable 
ſurplus, remaining in the Exchequer, be applied towards 


making good the grants of this year, which was agreed to. 


The Houſe being reſumed, the 5 was ordered to be 
received to-morrow. 

The committee of ſupply and ways and n means to o be gone 
into on Friday. | : 
- Adjourned. 


Ou HOUSE OF LORDS. 
THURSDAY, December 1. 


Heard ſeveral petitions, and made orders on i them. f 
; Adjourned to ne next. 


HoOsE OF COMMONS. 
Monpar, December 1. 


A new writ was ordered to be made out by the clerk of 
the. crown. for the. borough of Higham Ferrers, to elect a 
| 5 burgets 


5 
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burgeſs to ſerve in parliament, in the room of Serjeant Adair, 
who has accepted the office of chief juſtice of Cheſter. 

Mr. Hobart brought up a report from the committee ap- 
pointed to make out a liſt of the gentlemen who are capa- 

citated to act under the India judicature bull. 

The report of the committee of ways and means was 
brought up, and the reſolutions were agreed to by the 
"Houſe. 

The order of the day for the ſecond reading of the game- 
keepers bill was + gras till the next day. 

ws wp ned, 


w- 


„ HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Fripay, December 2. 


'The s Vealer informed the Houſe, that he had received a 
letter ſtating that Alexander Morris, againſt whom an order 
had been iflued for his not appearing to give evidence upon 
the trial of the petition on the Southwark eden, was now 
in cuſtody of the ſcrjeant at arms. 5 
The Maſter of the Rolls moved that Alemnder Morris be 
detained in the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms, and ordered 
to appear at the bar < on Monday. 
Ordered. 
An account of the money coined from the year 1793 to 
1796 incluſive, was brought up from the man and ordered 
to lie on the table. 
Mir. Cole ſaid, he roſe in purſuance of the notice he had 
given the preceding day, to move for leave to bring in a bill. 
He ſhould not enter into the details of the bill which he meant 
to propoſe, but when he ſtated that it regarded the admi- 
niſtration of juſtice in this country, it would immediately be 
recognized by the Houſe as of the utmoſt importance. The 
general purpoſe of the bill was to allow actions and indict- 
ments within limited juriſdictions to be tried in the county 
at large. For merly | in this country, when men were better 
than they are now, it was found perfectly conſiſtent with the 
purpoſes of juſtice that people ſhould be tried almoſt at their 
own doors; but now when circumſtances are changed, when "2 
a cauſe is in a manner prejudged by the converſation which = 
It excites in every ale-houſe in the neighbourhood of the per- | 
| ſon concerned in it, it was very difficult for a man to obtain 
a fair trial within the limited juriſdiction in which the offence 
was committed. The Bill then was intended to leave at the 
Vol. 10 6%/fg?n Ii option 


. 
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option of the party, whether he ſhould be tried within 


ſuch limited juriſdiction, and to enable him to obtain his 
trial within che county at large. The grievances which 
the Bill was intended to remedy had been long felt, and it 
had fallen from the higheſt authority in the country, the 


chief juſtice of the court of King's Bench, as a great in- 


convenience, and a hope was expreſled, that 'ere long a Bill 


would be brought into parliament to remove it. There 
were two places, Hui! and Poole, the corporations of which 
| had the privilege of praying for a commiſſion for the trial of 


offences within their juritdiction, but as it was attended with 
expence they ſeldom applied for it till the priſons were almoſt 


full, in conſequence of which very great inconveniencies were 


felt by perſons whoſe trials were thus delayed. The Bill was 


intended to enable perſons in ſuch a fituation to apply for a 
Habeas Corpus to be removed to the county gaol, and to take 

their trial before the county at large, if they thought fit. 
He ſaid that he meant to except from the operation of the Bill 
the city of London. Having thus far explained the general 


outline, he ſhould move for leave to bring in a Bill for 


regulating the trials on certain actions and indictments that 
ariſe within certain limited juriſdictions and bodies corporate 


within this kingdom. 
Mr. Leſcure ſeconded the motion. Thane was given, and 
Mr. Coke, Mr. Lefevre, the attorney and ſolicitor general, 


and the gentlemen of the long robe, . to prepare and 
bring in the ſame. 


The Chancellor of the Enehequer fad, that as fome farther 


time would be requiſite for making out the different arrange- 
ments that were neceſſary, he meant to defer the Budget, 


which was fixed for Monday, till Wedneſday next. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, that he wiſhed, and he dared ſay a hon. 


gentleman W ſhed alſo, that the Houſe ſhould have accurate 
accounts of the extent of the nayy debt, previous to any ge- 
neral conſideration of the financial ſtate of the country. 


He meant that the account of the money iſſued for the ſervice 


of the navy ſhould be made out down to the end of Novem- 


ber. He was ſenſßible it could not be perfectly accurate, 
but it might be ſuflicient for a general view. He did not 
know ho ſuch an account was to be moved, but he imagined 
the right honourable gentleman would be ready. to give the 


Houſe the means of making as accurate a judgment as pot 
fible from the ſtate of the country. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that it was ane 


10 have an accurate account of the navy debt, as it was com- 


| 
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ed not merely of navy Bills, but arrears of which accounts 
were made up at particular times, and it would derange the 
whole buſineſs of the offices in which they were made up, 


ſhould they at preſent be called upon to prepare theſe ac- 


counts. It was eaſy, however, to move for an account of 


the ready monies iflued for the ſervice of the navy ſince the 
month of October to the preſent time. In contemplation of 
the conſideration neceſlary to be given to the ſubject, in lay- 
ing before the Houſe the financial ſtate of the country for the 
_ preſent year, he ſhould converſe with thoſe beſt acquainted 


with this particular department, and move for ſuch accounts 
as could be prepared, and which would tend to giye a more 


perfect view bf the ſubject. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, the account for November would be as ac- 


curate as the account for October; he did not imagine it 


would be correct, but as far as it went it would furniſh the | 
Houſe with more complete means of information. 
Mr. Grey ſaid, he had intended to move for the account 


alluded to, but he ſhould not now puſh it, as it was ſaid 
that it could not conveniently be produced. He, however, 
had other accounts for which he now meant to move, an ac- 
count of the ordnance debt not provided up to the zoth No- 
vember, 1796; of the old duty on foreign ſpirits for three 


years, ending roth October, 1794; and alſo for one year, 


ending 1oth October, 1796; of the duty on beer for three 
Fears, ending roth October, 1794 3 and for one year ending | 


ioth October, 1796, which was ageed to. 
The order of the day for the ſecond reading of the game- 


| keepers Bill being read, 


The Chancellor of the Karbe ſaid, he did not mean to 


trouble the Houſe farther with this Bill at preſent; he ſhould 


only farther ſay, that a clauſe might be introduced into ſome 


other Bill during the preſent ſeſſion, to exempt from the bal- 
lot for the ſupplementary militia ſuch gameckeepers as might 


chuſe to enrol themſelves voluntarily, with a power to call 
them out along with the militia of the diſtrict. He thereſore 


moved, that the ſecond reading af the Bill be poſtponed till 
- that day fix months, which was agreed to. 


SUPPLY. 
The order of the day for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf 3 into 2 


committee of ſupply being read, ſeveral army and navy eſti- 


mates were referred to it; after which the Houſe went into 


| the committee, Mr. Hobart in the the chair. 


The Secretary at War ſaid, that theſe eſtimates were ſo 


much matter of courſe, and ſo little different from thoſe of 
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laſt year, that he did not conceive that it was neceſſary for 
for him to ſay any thing upon them, and he ſhould content 


himſelf with moving the different reſolutions meant to be 
founded upon them. He moved as the firſt reſolution, that 


the ſum of 70,0001. be granted for horſes furniture, &c. 
for the year 1797. 


General Tarleton faid, that when the army ances were 


firſt brought forward ba had remarked that the articles which 
had been omitted would amount to 580,000). but in juſtice 
to his own accuracy he was bound now to obſerve that they 
amounted to 707,000]. In fact it was not very remarkable 
that he had committed this 1 inaccuracy, for in a war in Which 
every part of the expence had exceeded the calculation, it 
was not extraordinary that he here found the realamountbc- 
yond his computation. From the eſtimates now on the table 


it would appear that the expences of the army next year 


would be fix millions. He underſtood, from common rumour, 
that it was ſtill intended to perſevere in the ruinous ſyſtem _ 


of carrying on the war in the Weſt Indies. He underſtood 


2 new governor, a perſon indeed of high character, was to 
be ſent, ont to St. Domiugo, and that enterpriſes which had 
| coſt ſo much treaſure and fo many lives, were yet to be car- 
ried on without any poſſibility of advantage to this country. 
He ſhould only ſay a word or two about the d leſign which 
general report likewiſe circulated, to ſend an army to Por- 
tugal of ten or twelve thouſand men. While miniſters 
had come forward, and with the alarm of invaſion ſtated the 
neceſſity of encreaſing the military force of the country, there 
certainly was ſome inconſiſtency in ſuch a deſign. If ſuch 
a force was ſent out of the country there could be no reaſon 
for the extraordinary meaſures which were brought forward 
for our defence. The game-keepers' Bill had been given up, 
and the cavalry Bill, which was calculated ſo much to annoy 
the people of this country, would likewiſe be abandoned if 
ſuch a number of men could be ſpared. The army of Por- 
tugal was generally underſtood to be ſmall, and the troops 
but ill diſciplined. If the commanders who were lent witli 
troops to join this ill-appointed body, could atchieve any thing 
of importance, they certainly would be entitled to great cre- 
dit France was much nearer Portugal than we were, and in 


all probability the republicans would endeavour to ſtimulate 
the ſluggiſhneſs of the Spaniards, with whom we were now 


at war, to attempt ſome thing againſt the Portugueſe, and he 


way afraid that our aſliſtance would only reduoe them to that 


* Bruation : 
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fitnation, which had diſtinguiſhed our former xertions in 
favour of Holland and an our alles. 

The Szcr etary at War ſaid he ſhould only ſay a fo words 
| upon thoſe points of the honourable gentleman's ſpecch, which 
at all bore upon the queſtion. It was impoſſible to be per- 
fectly accurate in the eſtimates for the ſervice, and it was 
held to be ſafer to exceed than to fall under. He expected 
that ſome of the articles would fall ſhort of their preſent 
amount, that particularly which regarded the money allowed 
for the ſubſiſtence of ſoldiers, 'as they would either be reduced 
upon a peace, or kept in barracks or quarters near the coaſt 
ſhould the war be continued. 

Sir William Milner aſked 77 the accontrements alluded to 

were for the cavalry to be raiſed in conſequence of the late 
Bill? 

N Secretary at War ſaid, that it had no reference at all 
to the new cavalry Bill. | 

General Tarleton explained. 

The firſt reſolution was then put and agreed to. 

= he ſecond reſolution was then propoſed, that the ſum of 

75001. ſhould be br anted for reduced American Officers 
for the year 1797. | 
"MP. Grey wilhed to be 1 when the extraordinaries 
of the ariny would be brought forward? 

'The Secretas 'y at War ſaid, that they would certainly be 
7 brought forward ſome time in the cour:c of the ſeſſion, but 
he did not know whether it would be regular to do ſo at fo 
| early a period of the ſchon. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer obſerved: that there was a 
particular period hxed by act of parliament for producing the 
account of the army extraordinaries, winch was not yet ar- 
rived; at the ſame time the amount of | them would certainly 

be ſpecified in the budget next week. 

Mr. Grey replied that he believed it was uſual to bring them 
forward before the firſt Gi February, but that when the ſeſ- 
fon commenced at an early period, they were commonl 
lid before, tne Houle previous to the opening of the budget. 
Ir was certaiuly extremely neceſlary that the expences of the 

laſt year ſhould be known before the Houle voted the eſti- | 
mares for the enſuing year. 

Ihe Secretary at War then moved, 6 That a N not ex- 
ceeding 45; 0l. be granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the 
ExPences of making certain roads and bridges in that part 
oi Great Britain called Scotland.“ —Granted, 


„ That 
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&« That a ſum not exceeding 118,674]. be granted to his 
Majeſty for the payment of reduced oſhicers of che army and 
marine.” — Granted. | 

« That a ſum not ExccecMmg 185,000]. be granted to his 
majeſty for defraying the expence of the enereaſed rates of 
825 1 to innkeepers.” —Granted, _ 

That a fum not excecding 136, 67 51. be Franken to his 
17 to defray the expence of ſupernumerary officers of 
tencible regiments and independant companies,” —Granted.. 

« That a ſum not exceeding 136,679 l. be granted to his 
majeſty to defray. the expences of the e bh 
and commultarics for the army.” —Granted. _ | 

Mr. M. A. Taglor aſked, if there was not a new oſſice crea | 


| ated, of inſpector-general of invalids, and. if there Was; what 


falary was annexed to it? 
'The Secretary at War anſwered, that no ſuch allies bad 
been created, and the reaſon was, that this duty was per- 


formed by a gentleman who originally held another office, 
which was now aboliſhed. He did not know what ſalary. 


he had, but he ſuppoſed that he was paid in the ſame Propor- 


tion with other officers of government. 


Mr. M. A. Taylor ſaid his reaſon for alking v was, that he 
thought every unneceflary oſſice ought to aboliſhed, and- | 
therefore he was extremely jealous of thoſe who Were recent- 
Iy created. | 

The Secretary at TFar hoped that ths 3 a | 
would perſevere in his ſearch into the government offices, 
and he would be much obliged to him if he would point out 
any unneceffary. 

Mr. Gr ey roſe to correct what he Fad 9010 reſpecting the 5 


| time of bringin ig forward the army extraordinaries, he found 
that they were made out laſt year, the 25th of December, 
previous to the opening of the budget, and he gave notice, 


that after the Houſe was retumed he would move for this 
account. 
The Chancellor of the E 3 profeſſed to have no ob- | 


| jeftion to its being made out. 


Mr. Sargent moved“ that a ſum not exceeding 1,900, 


- 024]. be granted to his majeſty for dcfraping 8 che erpence of 
the ordnance ſervice.“ 


Mr. Fox underitcod that the motion went to 1 arms 
for the new cavalry raiſed by the late act of Parliament. He 
mentioned this, becaaſe he underftood that, in every part of 


the country, there is fo much difficulty in underſtanding Z and 


ka executing the act, that a gen nerel hope was entertained, 11 
. it 


majeſty for defraying the Ordnance ſez ſervice for 
which mone ey has not been voted by parliament.“ —Granted. 
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it was nat repealed, that, at leaſt, it would not be proceeded 


"The „ n of ho Rue heguer ſaid, at this was the firſt. 
time that ever ſuch a rumour had reached his cars. There 


were ſome trifling difficulties which might afterwards be 
removed by an explanatory ack; but there was othing, he 


was confident, in the act to obſtrud the execution of 4 plan 


which muſt ultimately prove fo adva antageous to the country. 


Mr. Fox was extremely happy to hear from the honourable 


Gentleman that an explanatory act was to be introduced, 
pecauſe it would give thoſe g gentlemen who diſaproved of the 5 


former ack, an opportunity of voting againſt it. 
Mr. M. A. Taylar did not know Where the Chancellor of 


the Exchequer had got his information; but he k w of 
ſeveral meetings that had bœen held in the country, where 
every gentleman put a different conſtruction on the act; for 
his own part he conſidered it as quite in racticable to un- 
derſtand a ſingle clauſe of it. 


411 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that after the 5 


_ ourable gentleman oppoſite had ets lis inability to 


underſtand the act, it would certainly be preſumptuous in 
him or in any other perton to attempt to explain it. 
Mr. M. A. Taylor defied the Chancellor of the 8 


: quer, though he had prepared the Bill aud carried it through | 


the Houſe, to conilrue a fingle clauſe of it. 
The reſolution was then put and carried. 
Mr. Sargent then moved, © That a ſum not exceeding 


11445531. be granted to "Ti majoſty for detraying the expen- 
ces of the ares la id fervice for 17 705% „kor which money 


c That a 1 0 not e exceeding 3 be gran ted to his 


1795, for 


„„ That a ſum not exceeding 425, 3361. be granted to his 


| majeſty for defraying the "Beg laid out by the office of ord- 


nance for 1790, and which have not been provided for- by. | 
parliament.” '—Granted. 


Lord Arden moved, « Tliat a ſum not excee: ding 6 5378 N 73. | 


be granted to his majeſty for defraying the expence "of half 


pay to the naval and marine officers.” '—Granted. | 
„That a ſum not exceeding 768, lool, be granted to his 


majeſty for Tepriring and rebuilding ſhips of war. —Grant- 
Ed, 


Mr. Roſe moved, « That a ſum not 3 70ool. be 


granted to his majeſty for defraying the expence of the civil 


eſtabliſhment of the province of Canada,” —Granted, 


Tue 
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The following are tlie preciſe ſums voted ; 9 5 


Co, c © o tor hor e furniture and cloathing to augment ations. 


* 


7,592 © o for allowan es to reduced American officers, 
Tz 0 © "UPON A! count QT ditto. 
4,500 O o for cot. h roads. | DP = 
125 3 4 for all, winces. to reduced Horſe e guards. 7: . 
1185 874. 16 1 for e viticers or land ſorces and marines, 25 
180, c, 0 of. enc cated rates of ſubſiſtence for COR foldiows 
136,575 o © tor iu'l 1 pay ta fupernurne; ary othcers | 
1000. © o for oicers ate in the fervice of the & dates general. 
130,779 17 x for allowance to p ayinagter general, lecretary at wars e. A 
653,573 RT COONEY of the NAVY Oe | 
162.7:0 o © for bui dings and rebuildings of ihips of war. EOS Sos 
3,003,724 9 2 for ordnance land ſervice not provided or in 1797. 3 
114,553 ig 9 for ordnance landſſervice not provided !or n 1795. . 
74.830 0 3 for ordnan e ſea ſervice not provided for in 1795. IP b 
425,306 10 6 for ordnance land ſervice not proviied for in 1796. + ow. 
-  94£ 00: e o for the cty'l AD lichment of the 1 roviace of Upper Canada. | 
559 5 0 o fr the civil etabiithment of Novia Ecotia, 
4.5500 0 ſor the ei eſtabliſhment of New VZcuwntw cl, | 3 1 
1900 © © for the ci. eſta..liſhment of the litand of St, Jobe in = © 
| Aiverica, | -...- 
1,840 o o for the civil efabliſhment of Cape 7 Preton.. H 
1,232 10 © for the civi! eftabiiſhment of Newfoundland, a: 


4,100 © © for th- civil eftabliſhment of the Bahama iflands, 
580 @ © fo: the ſalary of the chi. Frome of Fermudas. __ 
6:0 O © for the ſalary of the clietiufice of Domimica. 
855823 10 © for the civil eſtabliſhment, &c. o New South Wales. 5 


The Houſe being reſumed, the report of the committee 
was ordered to be received on Monday. 
Mr. Grey moved That there be laid before” the Houſe 
an account of the extraordinaries of the army incurred and 1 
aid from the 20th of December, as far as they an he; 
eſtimated. Ordered. l 
A perfon from the navy office Wa d to the "I art 
account of the navy, vickualling, and tranſport bills, due 
from the 11t of January to the 310 of Decembe 1 1 796, J 
Adjourned till Monday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
 Monpar, Dec. 5. 


The Bill for removing the Lent Aſſizes from T hetford to 
Norwich, was read a firſt time- A petition was preſented 
againſt the ſaid Bill from the Mayor and Corporation of 
Thetford, which was ordered to lie upon the table, and the 
petitioners were ordered to be heard by themſelves « or e | 
counſel, on the ſecond reading of the Bill. 

A petition was preſented from the Res of the 
county of Flint, complaining that Sir Thomas Moſtyn. 


though a minor, and on that ene meligible to ſerve in 
ee : 
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Parliament, had been returned as their Repreſentative; and 
praying that the Houſe would paſs ſome cenſure on the con- 
duct of Sir Edward Price, the r. turning ofhcer, to whom 
. the caſe had been repreſented, but who did not chuſe to pay 
: Tk attention to it. 
„ The Mafler of the' Rolls ſaid, that as this was not a com- 
mon petition; as the Member returned had not taken his 
- . ſeat; and brobably would not till the ſubject of the petition 
was diſcuſſed; and as the county of Flint in- conſequence had 
no repreſe ntative in pariiamer*, that as early a day as poſſible 
would be appointed for taking it into conſideration. He did 
not meaa that it ſhould take precedence of the petition upon 
the Southwark Election, but hopcd that it would have 
the priority of the petitions app. vinted to be heard alter the 
Chriſtmas receſs. 
After a little converſation the petition was ace to be 
heard on Thurſday the 2d. of Mach. 5 
A petition was preſented by Mr. V. illiams from the ho- 
5 nourable T. Lloyd Kenyon, agaiuſt the Election, which 
Vas ordered to be heard at the ſame time with the petition 
of the Frecholders. 
A perſon from the Cuſtom-houſe, and inocher from the 
_. Exchequer, brought papers to the bar from theſe two offices, _ 
Which were brought up and ordered to lie upon the tan for 
25 . che uſe of the members of the Houſe. 15 


BREACH OF PRIVILEGE. 


Sir Edward Knatchbull moved the order of the day for 
bringing Alexander Morris to the bar of the Houſe, | 
Alexander Morris being brought to the bar in cuſtody of 
the Serjeant at Arms, the Speaker aſked him what was his 
name? The perſon in cuſtody replied it was Alexander 
Morris. The Speaker informed him that he was brought to 
the bar in conſequence of a Report from a Committee of the 
Houſe of Commons, who were appointed to try the merits 
of a petition againſt the election for the Borough of South- 
Wark, before whom he was ſummoned to attend to give evi- 
_ dence, a ſummons which he neglected to obey. The 
Speaker deſired to know what he had to offer in his behalf? 
Alexander Morris acknowledged having received the war- 
rant, but he had ſome important private buſineſs which took 
him out of the way, and that he did not know that his diſ- 
obedience would have given offence to the Houſe. He 
hoped that the Houſe, taking into conſideration the cauſe 
of his abſence, and his ignorance of its ds eb 
would be as lenient to him as s poſſible. 
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The Speaker ordered the Serjeant at Arms to take him from 


the bar. 


Sir E. Knatchbull ſaid that the Houſe were now in poſſeſ- 
ſion of the nature of the crime which Mr. Morris had com- 


mitted, and of the apology he had to bring forward in his 


own exculpation. This was a caſe in which not only the 


rights of the petitioner againſt the Southwark Election were 
Intereſted, but upon which depended the rights of ſubſtan- 
tial juſtice, and of every man in the Houſe. It was, how- 
ever, for the Houſe to decide upon the extent of the offence, 
and the extent of the puniſhment proper to be inflicted upon 


it, and here he recommended lenity, as the ſide on which 


it would moſt become them to err. He was convinced 
for his own part, that Alexander Morris was not aware of 
the offence which he was committing in diſobeying the war- 
rant, at all events he thought it would be better to be too le- 
ment than too ſevere. In the mean time he ſhould move that 


Alexander Morris be remanded back to the ee of the 
erjeant at Arms. 


Ihe Speaker ſuggeſted chat it would be more e for 
the Houle to expreſs their diſapprobation of the conduct of 0 
Alexander Morris before they decreed his puniſhment. _ 
Sir E. Knatchbull then moved that it be reſolved that Alex- 
ander Morris having diſobeyed a warrant which he received 
from the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, to attend and 
give evidence before the ſaid committee upon a petition againſt | 
the Southwark Election, was guilty of a breach of the privi- 


leges of that Houſe. 
Mr. Grey ſuppoſed that no perſon could doubt of Alexan- 


der Morris having been guilty of a flagrant breach of privi- 
lege, and allowing that in general it was better to exerciſe 
lenity than ſeverity, yet in the preſent caſe the nature of the 
apology when compared with the nature of the 
offence, was ſuch that the Houſe ought to proceed againſt 
Alexander Morris with conſiderable rigour. He had plead- 
ed in excuſe that he was called away by ſome private buſineſs 
of his own, but of this he had advanced no proof, and the 
Houſe were left in poſſeſhon of his bare afſertion in extenua- 
tion of an offence of the moſt ſerious and important nature. 
But it was not the conduct of Mr. Morris alone which ought 
to be expoſed to reprehenſion. The crime had been com- 
mitted under very ſupicious circumſtances, and it would not 
be unworthy of the Houſe of Commons to enter into a full 
inveſtigation of the buſinefs, and to enquire whether or not 
the agents of Mr. Thelluſſon had not been tampering with 
Mr. Morris to prevent him from attending che committee. 


For 
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Dec. 8.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 25k 


For his own part he was convinced that it might be brought 


home directly to Mr. Thelluſſon's agents: he ſhould there; 


fore move, after this motion was diſpoſed of, That Alex- 


ander Morris be brought to the bar and examined. 


The original motion was put and carried. es 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that before the puniſhment of the offence 


was adjudged by the Houſe, it might be proper for them to 
enquire into the motives from which it was committed. 
Ihe Speaker informed the Houſe that the ancient practice 
had been, when any perſon was taken into cuſtody by the 
Serjeant at Arms, to decree the puniſhment for his offence, 
in conſequence of which the Speaker iſſued his warrant to 
commit the offender to the cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, 
to the Gate-houfe, or to Newgate. Of late, however, they 
| had adopted 2 different procedure, by cauſing him to be 
brought to the bar of the Houſe, (during which time, the 
Mace being off the table, no member was at liberty to aſk 


any queſtions,) and heard in his own defence, after which 


the Speaker announced the judgment of the Houſe. In the 
preſent inſtance, as he was not prepared to put thoſe queſ- 
tions which might enter into the view of the honourable 
member (Mr. Grey,) he ſuggeſted that Alexander Morris 
ſhould be called in, and that the mace ſhould be ſuffered to 
remain on the table, in conſequence of which, every member, 
through the medium of the Speaker, might put ſuch queſ- 
tions as he thought fit. FFC 
Miͤr. Grey then moved, That Alexander Morris be brought 
to the bar and examined, the mace being on the table. 


Alexander Morris being again brouglit to the bar by the 


Mr. Grey propoſed that the followin 9 queſtion be put to 


him: « Did any perſon aſter you received the Speaker's | 
_ warrant converſe with you upon the ſubject of attending the 
committee of the Houſe of Commons?“ | | 


Mr. Anftruther ſignifying acroſs the table his diſapproba- 


tion of the queſtion, | 5 | - 
The Serjeant was deſired to take Alexander Morris from 
the bar; which being done, 88 Son 


Mr. ee explained the grounds upon which he ait 


approved of the queſtion. The Houſe had already reſolved 
that Alexander Morris had been guilty of a breach of privi- 
ledge. The next thing for the Houſe to determine was, the 
puniſhment which it would adjudge to the offence; and then 
it would only remain that they ſhould call in the priſoner? 
aud aſk why the puniſhment ought not ta be inflicted upon 
him? The mode of procedure by examination which the 


Kk2 5 honourable 
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honourable gentleman had propoicd, would, in his opinion, 


defeat the ends of impartial juſtice; for, {upp „ling hun to 
anſwrer his queſtion in the aflirinztdve. tnen the «ilwer would 


throw the guviit of him 50 n anocher; and, 15 he dyed. 
in the negative, bis anſwer might draw dpon uf a ſe- 


verer puniſhment than that to which he would oi crwiſe be 


ſubjected, which, in either caſe, was dire ly concary to- 


the ordinary courſe of judicial proce ting. Art al events, it 
would be holding out a teniptotrion © him to ac.vſc others in 


order to leſſen his own puntſhment. Berorg tick a ſtep was 
adopted, he hoped that, at icail, tome e would be 


produced to juſtity it. 


The Mafler of the Rolls could not ( Ebondile his mind 40 
any examination of the priſcucr at the bar. In bis opinion 
he ought to be called upon to ſay what he had to bring for- 
ward in his exculpation. The Houſe might or 5 5 rot be 
ſatisfied with the defence; if he referred to any fad, they. 
might require proof of that fact, and after hearing what he 
had to advance for himſelf, they ought to decide upon the - 
_ puniſhment cue to the offencc. 
Mir. Anftruther moved, That he be again brought to the bar 
of the Houle the next 82 | 
Mr. Grey profeſſed to . no great objection to the mo- 
tion, becauſe, what had fallen from the bonourable gentle- 
man (Mr. Anſtruther) had had conſiderable weight with 


him. At the ſome time he inſiſted, that the matter ought 


not to be hghtly paſſed over, and that ſome inveſtigation 


ought to be entered into, of a buſineſs in which the dignity 


of the Houſe and rights of individuals were ſo deeply inte- 


reſted. He thought that it would be better to remand Alex- 


ander, Morris to the cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, to be 
again brought to the bar on Thurſday next, on which day he 


ſhould move, That Mr. Henry Speck and Captai in Bartlett be 


alſo charged to attend. 


Mr. Grey's motion was agrecd to py the Houſe, and in the 


mean time Alexander, Morris was ordered to remain in the 


cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, under the former warrant. 
Mr. Grey ſaid, that from the papers upon the table, they 


had only an account of the Navy Debt, for the year, to the 
zot" of September, and he wiſhed 10 know if there was any 
mode of finding its amount up to the 3oth of November. 

Mr. Rye replied that it would be impoſſible to give an ac- 
curate account of the Navy Debt up to the zoth of Novem- 
ber, becauſe the ſtatements were collected only twice a year 


=P om the different pm in the kingdom, and that this being 


neither | 
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neither of thoſe ſtated pertods, the account could not be 
called for; but he appriſed the Houſe that there would — 
laid upon the table the next day not a correct account, but a 


note from which they might be enabled to form a pretty cor- 
rectehimate of the preſent Navy Debt. | 


Some np natory converſation took place between Meſles. 


Fox, Gr 65 un Roſe reſpecting the accounts upon the table; 
The Report. of the Committee of Ways and Means was 


brought up; the reſolutions were read and ſeverally agreed 


to by the Houſe 


Mr. Fox moved; That there be lad upon the table, an 
account of the navy bills paid from the 31ſt of December, 
1795, to oth November, 1796.—Ordered. | 

Likewiſc an account of the navy bills that have been paid, 
or that may fall due, from, the 3oth of Nov. to the 3 fſt of | 


Dec. 1795. —Ordered. 


General Tarlelan moved, That the papers which he had 


; formerly moved for, and which were upon the table, Wenn 


be printed. —Ordered. 
Mr. Abbot brought up the report of the committee ap- 


pointed to conſider of the beſt mede of proninleeting the 
| ſtatutes. | 


The report was kw to be printed. 
The committees of Supply and of Ways : and Means u were 


deferred to Thurſday. 


TORO: 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
| TUESDAY, December 6, 


| Heard counſel in an appeal from the court of f:ion 1 
Scotland, in which Mr. John Denny, and others, were ap- 


pellants, and the Marquis of Lorn, and others, reſpondents, 
The Judgment was affirmed. 


BRIGHT"'S DIVORCE. 
On the ſecond reading of the Bill, counſel was head; 8 


the evidence examined; and the act of adultery being proved, 
the Bill was read a forand time. 


Received two Bill from the Commons. 
eee 


TR is Bs 
| HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
'TVESDAY, December 6. | 
| Caſtleton and Spotland road bills were read 2 third time, 


nd paſſed. 


Two 
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Two accounts of foreign ſpirits were preſented. Ordered | 
to lie on the table, and to be printed. 
The eſtimates of Chelſea hoſpital were preſented, order 
a to lie on the table. 
An account of diſcount on navy Bills was ordered. | 
-: "TW confideration of the Dutch property acts deferred a 
Frida 
Tan members took the oaths, 1nd their TO e 
A petition for Minty 8 naturalization was preſented, and 
Bil ordered. 
Clhaureſert's, and Stainberg' 8 naturalization, and Dudley 
canal Bills, were reported, and ordered to be ingrofſed. 
Vinet's naturalization Bill was read a ſecond time, and | 
Dae mr e 
 Swayheld incloſure, Grantham canal, and juriſdidtion Bills 
were preſented, and read. 


The petition of Mr. Vaſlar, again the Malmſbury * 


tion, was preſented and ordered to be conſidered the 17th 15 


of March. 
Pool harbour, and Briſtol wal petitions were preſented, 
und referred to committees. 


The call of the Houſe was deferred untill x next xt Taeter. 
Adjourned, | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


WEDNESDAY, December 7. 


An account of the navy debt due, and to become due 


up to the 3oth of December, was brought 5 E laid on the 
| table and ordered to be printed. 


| BREACH OF PRIVILEGE. 
Mr. Grey ſaid, that upon reflection he had 8 the - 
idea of urging the examination of Alexander Morris now in 
_ cuſtody for contempt of the Houſe, and he thought it beſt . 
to inflict ſome puniſhment upon the offence in the firſt place, 
after which, it was his intention to move for ſome enquiry 
who were the perſons guilty of tampering with Morris, and 
if he ſucceeded in ſhewing that very improper practices had 
been employed upon the occaſion, he conceived the Houſe 
would not refuſe an euquiry in which their « own Ggnity was 5 
fo much concerned. 
Mr. Speaker ſaid that it was not intended to + call up Alex- 5 
ander Morris for examination, it would be unneceſſary that X 
he ſhould. again attend, as the Houſe might procced to con- 
— 5 


3 
. 
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ſider what puniſhment they would inflict. In this caſe the 
order for the attendance of Morris might be diſcharged. 

Mr. Grey ſaid that he then intended to move the next day 
firſt that ſome puniſhment ſhould be inflicted upon Morris, 
and then that an enquiry ſhould be inſtituted who were the 
perſons who had been pony « of tampering with the oftender 
upon this occafion. 

A motion was then made, that the order be diſcharged. 

Mr. Anſtruther doubted whether Morris was a competent 
' witneſs upon ſuch an enquiry; he had no objection, however, 
that the order ſhould be diſcharged. 

The order was diſcharged. . 

Mr. Roſe moved for a number of papers to be laid upon 
che table, aidicating the objects of taxation for the year, 
a 
An account of the net produce of the duties on auctions Wy 
for the laſt four years. 

An account of the produce of the old duty © on | bricks. 

An account of the produce of che duty on coffee and cocoa 

auts. 

An account t of the produce of the old exif duty on tea. 

An account of the produce of the 1 on — and ; 
Brivifh Pines. 
An account of the Keences on the Roots diſtillery. Po | 
An account of the ny. of a penny por mile on ſtage 
coaches. 5 
An account of the produce of the aſſeſſed taxes, for the 
laſt three years. 
The amount of the poſtage of letters for the laſt three 
bar ---:- 
| 2 An account of the import of fs from the Britiſh Weft 
A India plantations z and alſo from the Eaſt Indies; and alſo 
an account of foreign — imported, diſtinguiſhing the 
BY quantities exported. | 
= An account of bar 1 iron, oil of olives, hemp and plantation 
= | Haves imported. 
= An account of the amount of pepper imported. 
a An account of the amount of the cuſtoms, excepting the 
articles of wine, ſugar, bar iron, &c. _ R 

All theſe papers were brought i In, and referred to the com- 
mittee of ways and means. 

Mr. Roſe alſo brought in an account of the application of 
the diſpoſable ſum of two millions and a half granted to his 
Ae for the rview of the year. 1796. - 


u. vx 
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M. DE LA EAYETTE.. | 

| General Fitzpatrick gave notice, that on Thurſday ſe'n- = 

night he ſhould renew a motion which he had made in the # 

"laſt parliament on the ſubject of the treatment of Monfieur [| 
la Fayette and his unfortunate companions in captivity. He 


= 
ſhould be extremely happy to receive intimation before that 
time of ſuch ſteps having been taken as ſhould preclude 
the neceſſity of a parliamentary interference, but if 


he received no ſuch fatisfactory information, he truſted that 
the preſent parliament would not do as the laſt parliament | 
had done—give any ſign of acquieſcence in a proceeding, | 
upon the ignominy and. horror of which there was but one = 
feeling throughout the whole of the Gvilized world. To: : 


PP 
* Lee * 


"MER « PITT AND LORD GRENVILLE'S BILLS. 


Mr. Fon gave notice, that on the 13th of February next, . 
that was to fay, as ſoon after the propoſed receſs as he could 
expect a full meeting of the Houſe, he ſhould move for the 

| repeal of the two Bills of the laſt Seſſion of the laſt parlia- 
ment; Bills which were too remarkable to be named more 
particularly; Bills which had produced ſo much ſenſation in 5 
the country, and ſo much ſerious alarm to > COME: conftituti= — 
onal mind. WEE 5 


- 2 * nr 
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RELIEF OF THE POOR. 8 


SE Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice, that he 
ſhould bring in a bill before the receſs for the better relief of | 
the poor. Of this Bill he had given ſome intimataion 
before. It was now his intention to bring it in only, that it 
might be printed before the receſs, ſo as to enable Gentle: 
men to deliberate on its merits before it came to be diſcyſ- 1 
F L.- 
MI. Fox delved to _—_ what were his intentions with # 
reſpect to the cavalry act? | E 
1 he Chancellor of the 1 Cad, 4 he meant 4 
immediately to bring in a Bill to explain; and amend that [oe 
AQ. 1 
The Secretary at War 3 by an account ot the extra- = 
Vrdinaries of the army, as far as the ſame could be made 
up to the 6th of December, and the account was ordered | . 
to. be printed for the uſe of the members. — 
The order of the day was then read, and the Houſe went 
into a committee of Ways and means. Mr. Hobart in the 
— 8 Ru = 
| L - | BUDGET. 


— — III 
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3 BUDGET. ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, the ſubject which I 
have now to lay before you is ſo extenſive to its details, and 
of importance ſo evident and ſo ſtriking, that I ſhall beſt 
gratify my own feelings, as well as beſt diſcharge my duty 
by abſtaining from all obſervations, which though collateral 
to the ſubject of the day, would ſerve only to extend thg 
conſideration, and by proceeding as expeditiouſly as poffible 
to ſtate diſtinctly and ſhortly, the reſources which we may 

_ confidently rely on for the ſervice of the year, and the 
amount of the expences which we may have to incur. 5 
Before II proceed to that moſt important part of the taſk 
of this day, the opening to the committee a view of the 
general 8 of the country, by which we may be able 
to provide for the neceſſary ſervice of the year, and to ſhew 
them that however great the demand may be, we are are 
fully equal to the emergency and prepared to meet it, it is my 
duty to ſtate the amount of the ſupply, as it has been al- 
er voted, and that may be yet neceſſary to vote, for the 
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2 SUPPLY FOR THE YEAR 1797. 


PE On dnt 6,0, 2, NES 
The committee will recolle& that the vote for the 
Ordinary of the Navy was for 220,000 ſeamen and 8 
marines „ 5 . "i . . | . S Cb, age. ao 
Do which add the amount of Extraordinaries 12,420,000 
Making together the ſum of 7,660, 00 
But that 1 may not leave any part of the ſerviee, much _ | 
leſs this moſt valuable and favourite ſervice ſhort ; 
and that our exertions may be carried to the utmoſt 
_ poſſible length I will take for the Navy the further 
ſum of 7 | 1 | . * ; 0- „ 
Making altogether ſervice of the Navy, for the year 
VVV oo oi: fe 


2,500,000 


— £10,160,20y 


Fg el WINS . Wo EW ARMY» 6 
The amount of tbeſums already voted for the Army is £6,613,000 
The account of the Extraordinaries is not yet com. 
plete; but, as far as they can be made up with ac- 

curacy according to the account now preſented, they 

appear to be of excels above the ſum allowed laſt _ | 
JJ 8 Hog 4,300,000 _ 
Total of the Ame | ; 
The amount of the Ordnance !?! ULAR 
The Miſce!lineous ſervices, including the ſums given for the 


10,913,008 
33 £1,62 3, oo 


* 


A > 
1 


proviſion of the emigrant Prieſts, and under all the uſual ER 

| Heads : 1 | . 3 6 . | 473,000 

_ Deficiency of Land and Malt . 8 8 359,000 
Sum for the diminutien of the National Debt . . 200,0 
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Surplus of grants in the year 1796, which ought to have come 
in aid of the ſervice, amounting to 420,000]. would enable 
him to take the deficiency of "the taxes at ſo much ſeſs; 
he ſhould only take che deficiency of "Faxes at ſo much leſs 3 
he ſhould only take the deficiency of Taxes at 

A Vote of Credit which he intended to move for and which he I 
mould afterwards explain, for SY 


a 983 3,900,000 
Making the total of the Supply for 25 year 1700 3 257,647, 00 
WAYS AND MEANS, 1797. 
The firſt article of Ways and Means, was of courſe the Land T 3 
and Malt 6 | 2,7 50,000 
The gr wing produce ot the Conſo'idated Fund, I ſhall take at 5 e 
a very ſmall ſum, the reaſons of which! ſhall ate after- | 1 
Wards 1,07 5,900 
Surplus of Grants of the year 1796, and not applicable! in the 5 „ 
- year 1796 420, ooo 
Profit on the Lottery, after defray! ing che ſmall ſum which re- „ 
mains upon it, due to the loyaliſts, amounting, to 80 V 
100, oool. I mall take at 5 9 - $00,000 - 
-  -—— Rs Loan, the circumſtances of which 1 (hall A ercind we plain 5 18,000, 00 
Exchequer Bills, which 1 propoſe to iſſue in a new wanner, „„ 
and which I ſhall afterwards explain and "ov to be both 8 
practicable and expedient . . . . J, o, ooo 
Total of Ways and Mean 


—— 


Conſequently there is an exceſs of Wars 4 Means over 
the amount of the Supply of 298,000l. I have ſtated the 


extent of what will neceſſary for the ſupply. of the year, but 
in order to anticipate, as far as human foreſight can provide 


for an expence fo large, in circumſtances ſo difficult, I ſhalt 
endeavour to bring every thing before the committee. In 


the firſt place, I ſhall ſhortly. ſtate the terms of the loan, 


without comprehending all the ſingular combinations which : 
have entered into this tranſaction, ſo creditable and glorious 
to the country. The new annual intereſt to be paid for the 


loan, as it ſtands at preſent, ſubject to a great reduction, if 


the funds ſhould riſe on the event of a ſafe and permanent 
peace, an event to which we have a right to look, and which 

this great diſplay of national zeal and ſpirit is calculated to 
accelerate, yet I wiſh to view it as a permanent intereſt, and 
to conſider it without the proſpect of reduction. In that 
way the committee would ſee that the loan was made at the 


intereſt of only gl. 128. 6d. per cent. and I ſhould not 


think myſelf juſtifiable if I were to provide a leſs fum than 


for the whole as a permanent annuity. And alſo to add the 
aſual ſum of one per cent. to the ſinking fund, as if the loan 


Vas not to be paid off. In this view, taking the intereſt at 
$1. 128. Gd. and adding one per cent. on account of the ſink- 
wg wad, the total intereſt, on 18,000,000]. at Gl. 158. per 

cen. 


: 1,023 000 


27,945,000 5 
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cent. would be 1,215,000. J have propoſed that we ſhall 


look to an iſſue of exchequer bills to the amount 5,500,000. 


as a fair and a practicable means for the ſervice of the year, 
and I do this becauſe I am convinced that fo many may be 


_ circulated both with economy and advantage. Other 


ſpecies of floating debt have been found to be extremely in- 


convenient and injurious, from the enormity of the diſcount 
to which they fell on account of the length of period they 


had to run. But exchequer bills were not {ubject to the ſame 
objection, though I ſhould not even think 1 it wiſe to iſſue them 
even for the period of a twelvemonth. I think that it is az 


available means for the public until the inſtallments of the 


loan ſha!l be made, to iſſue exchequer bills at ſhort periods, 


_ Tay, at three months, which, bearing an intereſt of a 
fraction above five per cent. would be certain of never falling 


to a diſcount, becauſe they would be receivable in payment 


of the inſtalments of the loan. The intereſt is as near as 
poſſible to five per cent. to accommodate it in the uſual way 
to a certain ſum per diem. I am confident that no incon- 
venience will be ſuffered from keeping afloat this amount ef 
exchequer bills, but that on the contrary it will be attended 
with advantage and accommodation to the public. If, at the 
end of the year, it ſhould be found adviſeable to take them out 
of circulation, there will be no diſſiculty in the tatk. I propoſe. 
to provide intereſt at five per cent. on the amount of ebe 


exchequer bills, which will be 275 ,oool, 
It is my with to look to every object for which we have to 
rovide in the courſe of the year; with this view we muft 

Jook to the amount of intereſt to be provided for the Baur 


debt beyond the amount of the former votes. 


Ihe total exceſs of the Navy Debt beyond mate of 1796, i is 2 6152 go, co ? 
Of this ſum there was provided, M05 65 . 4,000, 00 
There remained FE ie to be melden intereſt for . 45.2 50,000 


I ſhall by and by ſtate the grounds of the computation 
that I 50 and of the reaſons why it has ſo far exceeded 


the eſtimate that I made, and I truſt that I ſhall do it to your 


ſatisfaction. It ought to teach us to look forward to the pro- 
bable addition that may be required for the ſervice of the pre- 


ſent year, and to provide largely againſt unforeſeen eircum- 
| ſtances. In this view, having already taken 2,500,000). in 


the eſtimate of ſupply, I am confident that I ſhall coyer every 
poſſible demand under the head of navy cb Ht if I de in- 


112 | Thas 


Making the ſum to be raiſed by annual taxes . _ 


liberally to the public ſervice, 


— 
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There is only one other article to be added to the above, 


and which at the ſame time ought not to be taken into the 


eſtimate of the expence of the year. The committee will re- 
collect that one of the taxes of the laſt ſeſſion was in its paſ- 
ſage through parliament found to be ſo complicated that it 
was expedient to give it up, “ the tax on collateral ſucceſ- 
fion.” It was taken for the ſum of 140,000. and not having 
as it was my intention to do, provided another tax in its 

room, it is now my duty to make up for that deficiency 
but of courſe this is not a ſum to be taken as any part of the 
Expence of the current year. e Pg Sonu 


The total of the annuity to be raiſed by new burthens on the 


people for theſe diſtinct heads therefore is - * 1222,00 
But from this amount I have to deduct the ſum which the Eaſt 8 
India Company have engaged to pay, namely, intereſt on 
a, ooo, oool. of the above loan for four years, 1 have to de- 8 5 | 
duct therefore 7 5 . . 112,000 


I T ſhould not think that I had attained my object by the en- 


gagement of the India Company to advance this for four years, 
though undoubtedly it is a very handſome ſum, if afterwards - 
it was to be left afloat, and might come to be provided for 
at that period. But I have recent information that is to be 


recommended to the Court of Directors, and by them to the 


General Court that the company ſhall undertake to pay this 


ſum annually during the remainder of their exiſting charter. 
They certainly cannot undertake more liberally, and it is a 
handfome and becoming return on their part for the protec- 
tion whic they received from the country in the moment of 
their preſſure, that they thus come forward to eontrihute ſo 


NEW TAXES. - 


My next duty is to enumerate the particulars of the taxes 


by which it is propoſed to defray the heavy burthen which it 
becomes neceſſary to impoſe, in order to meet the exigency of 
our fituation. This is a painful, but at the ſame time an 
indiſpenſible part of my duty, and I truſt that we ſhall not 
| ſhrink from performing this duty in its full extent, from 
any inconvenience which it may preſent to our conſtituents, 
far leſs to ourſelves 3 that we ſhall not fail to give a pledge 


to Europe that we have both ſpirit and reſources to look 
our ſituation in the face, and to provide for every emergency 


which may ariſe in the preſent conteſt, While I talk thus, 
It is not becauſe I feel the hardſhip on others to be ſmall ; 


on myſelf moſt aſluredly I feel it to be great. Every _ | 
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onal burden which it is neceſſary to impoſe upon the coun- 


try is undoubtedly a new ſubject of regret. At the ſame 


time however it is with peculiar ſatisfaction I reflect, that 
the period at which I am ſpeaking is pregnant with a thou- 
| ſand circumſtances, which at once proclaim the inexhauſtible 
reſources, and the unconquered ſpirit of the Britiſh nation. 
At ſuch a period I may confidently come forward without 


diſguiſing the burdens which the exigency of the criſis re- 


_ quires, and at the ſame time without affecting to treat them 
as light—Light indeed they cannot be conſidered, except 
they be fo repreſented in compariſon with the immenſe 


importance of the objects of the conteſt—and in compariſon 


with thoſe unnatural -and violent means which have been 
employed by the enemy, and have almoſt exhauſted their 
_ reſources. I ſhould not do my duty if I did not propoſe 
ſuch objects of taxation as may appear ſufficient to meet the 
ſeale of expediture for which it becomes neceſſary to provide. 
At the ſame time I am well aware that theſe objects will 
admit of much diſcuſſion, and that they cannot be fully 


conſidered, or fairly examined, in the firit inſtance, Their 


particular conſideration muſt conſequently be the ſubject of 
future debate. I have therefore to deprecate all hafty objec- 
tions, and to ſolicit from the candour of gentlemen, that 
they will, at leaſt, forbear to cavil at any object of taxation 


which I may propoſe, unleſs they are confident that they are 


| accquainted with and can propoſe a better ſubſtitute. 
Where taxes are to be raiſed to ſo conſiderable an amount, 
as in the pfreſent inſtance, it is impoſſible to provide ade- 
quate means which will not be liable to much objection. 
But though it will be impoſſible to avoid partieular objeo- 
tions it ſeems upon the whole to be the moſt fair and unex- 
cebptionable principle of taxation, that the more generally the 
burdens are diffuſed, the more likely will they be to be 
equal. If we have ſeen the revenue of this country, even 
under circumſtances the molt unfavourable, ſo rapidly accu- 
mulated and drawn from ſuch yarious channels, we ma 
_ ſurely look with confidence to the capability of the country 
to bear thoſe further burdens which will be required in the 
preſent moment. It has ſhewn a degree of energy, 
even more than ſufficient to encounter all the difficulties of 


the criſis. If, after all the diſtreſſes of the laſt war, the 


burdens of which were at the time ſo ſeverely felt; and 
which ſeemed almoſt to have exhauſted the reſources of the 
_ eountry, the revival of the revenue in the'firſt years of peace 
Vas ſo rapid? If within a few years it had attained a ſtate ſo 
„„ „ 8 flouriſhing 
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flouriſhing, and if we, from the unfortunate experience of 
ſome years of war have been enabled to aſcertain that it has 


now arrived at that degree of ſolidity and permanency, ſo as 


to leave the old ſources of the national income untouched, 
and even ſhew itſelf equal to produce new, certainly we 
may look forward with confidence to proſperity beyond all 
eſtimate on the reſtoration of the bleſſings of peace. In the 
mean time the moſt equal principle of taxation will be to 
render the objects as diffuſe as poſſible, and with this 


view I propoſe to ſelect a few of the different branches of 


the exiſting revenue which ſeem beſt calculated for the pur- 
pole, in order to provide the additional taxes neceſſary for 


the ſervice of the year. e 
TAXES OF EXCISE. 
TBA 


Ihe firſt branch of the revenue which I mean to propoſe 
to your attention is undoubtedly one of the moſt important, 
and which has appeared to me particularly eligible as a ſource 
of ſupply on the preſent occaſion. I allude to that branch 
of revenue which has ariſen from the exiſe. The taxes drawn 
from this quarter have in every inſtance been ſo ſucceſsful at 
to give us confidence with reſpect to any new experiments 
which we may be induced to make. The firſt object which 

I mean to ſuggeſt is one which at different times has occu- | 
pied the attention of the Houſe, and occaſioned conſiderable 
diſcuſſion. I mean the article of tea. Notwithſtanding the 
additional duty lately impoſed on this article, the fales of 


laſt year at the India houſe have conſiderably exceeded thoſe 


of any former year, both in reſpect of quantity and of quality 
and value. It is evident that the .confumption is greatly 
increaſed, and is now univerſally prevalent.  "Fhis circum- 
ſtance pointed out the propriety of a {mall additional tax. 
From the extenſive conſumption of the article, the tax mult 


be immenſely diffuſed, and therefore can only be felt in a 


trifling degree by any individual, Small, however, as that 
proportion might be, it is ſtill my intention that this tax 
hall in no degree be allowed to bear hard on the lower 
claſſes of the community. I mean, therefore, to exempt 
from the operation of this tax, the whole of that coarſer 
ſort of tea, which, I underſtand, to be the common beverage 
of the poorer clafles, and which at the India ſales, does not 
exceed two ſhillings per pound in price. It may be urged 

that any additional tax on tea will have the effect to encou- 
rage ſmuggling. At the ſame time it may be remarkeg mt : 
b aaa the 
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the duty muſt be conſidered as highly eligible in every view 
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the coarſe ſpecies of tea, which is expresſſy exempted from 


the operation of the tax, is the moſt eaſy ſmuggled, the leaſt 
liable to be damaged, and alſo the moſt likely to be an ob- 


ject of conſumption among the lower claſſes, who inhabit 


the coaſt. This additional tax, I propoſe to rate at 10 per 


cent. on the value of the article, and if we attend to the 
circumſtances of the additional importation and the great 
| Increaſe of the ſales, we may reaſonably expect that this tax 
will be amply productive. I am aware that at former periods 
it has been found expedient to adopt meaſures of an 


entirely different tendency, whieh at the ſame time undoubt- 
edly were highly beneficial, But, though we owe the 
beneſit of the ſuppreſſion of illicit trade to the low price to 
which tea was reduced by former proceedings of the legiſ- 


lature, it by no means follows that it is ſtill neceſſary to 


continue the ſame policy. There is not the ſame danger to 


be apprehended from the attempts of ſmugglers after their 
capital has been withdrawn, their habits broken, and ſuch 
regulations adopted, as muſt operate as an effęctual bar 


to their future practices. If the return of peace tend to 


diminiſh the riſque of ſmugglers, at the ſame time it will 


ſo reduce the charges of the India company as will enable 


them to lower their prices. Taking the additional duty on 
tea at the rate of 10 per cent. on the average of the ſales of 
theo: Fun it would amount to 240, oool. 


| AUCTIONEERS. 


An e duty on ſales by auction of two pence half 
halpenny i in the pound on ſales of eſtates, and three pence on 


all ſales of furniture, goods and merchandize, will produce 
5 4, oool. | 


1 
An additions) duty of 18. per 1900 on all bricks made! in 


5 Great Britain, 1 eſtimate at 36,000). 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN SPIRITS. 
"There 5 is another article, which I have to ſubmit to the com- 


= 8 mittee which ſuggeſts nearly the ſame conſiderations as the 
additional duty on tea. One conſiderable duty bas already been 


gained on this article, and the conſumption i is fo pernicious, 
that with reſpeCt to this article no man could wiſh that there 
ſhould be any limits to the duty, ſo far as are conſiſtent 
with the means of ſafely collecting it, So long as the con- 
ſumption continues to a conſiderable extent, an addition to 


of 
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of policy and morals. I propoſe to raiſe the duty on ſpirits 
in the ſame proportion as before, viz, one penny on every 
gallon of waſh, amounting to five pence on every gallon of 
. Britiſh ſpirits. The duty on foreign ſpirits will be advanced 
= in the ſame proportion. The total amount on Britiſh and 
= foreign ſpirits I eſtimate at the ſum of 210.000. | 
Sg scors DISTILLERY. | . 
Another circumſtance I have to mention, muſt be ſatis- 
factory, ſo far as its preſents a new and eligible mode of ſup- 
ply, and yet muſt occaſion no ſmall degree of aſtoniſhment 
in the committee the circumſtance to which I allude re- 
ſpects the ſtate of the diſtilleries in Scotland. The mode of 
collecting the duty on ſpirits in that quarter has been by a duty 3 
on the contents of the ſtill. The ſum raiſedin this way, in = 
the firſt inſtance, was ſo inconſiderable as not to deſerve to - = 
be mentioned. By the laſt regulation it amounted to eigh- _ f 
teen pounds, and had altogether produced a ſum of one 
hundred thouſand pounds. On calculating the amount of 
The quantity of ſpirits diſtilled in that country, {till the duty- 
was found very inadequate to that which ſubſiſted on the ſame. 
quantity in Englaed. The diſproportion is ſo very great, it 
_ ought not to be ſuffered to continue. I have had repreſenta- 
tions from the moſt reſpectable people in Scotland, ſuggeſt- 
ing, that either with a view to the morals of the people, or 
on fair grounds of policy, the preſent was a molt eligible 
object of revenue. While a duty of eighteen pounds has 
been charged on a ftill through the reſt of Scotland, only a 
ſum of zwo pounds ten ſhillings has been charged on the 
fame contents in the Highlands. The propriety of this ex-, 
emption has been urged from various local confiderations— 
the nature of the ſoil, the grain produced, &c. It may be 
proper to diſcuſs, whether this exemption ſhould be allowed 
to continue in its full extent? and whether the reaſons, which 
have formerly been urged, ought to be allowed the ſame 
weight in the preſent moment? The ſmalleſt ſum, however, 
which I propoſe: is triple the prefent duty of 181. on the 
licence. Notwithſtanding this increaſe, the duty will not be 
equal to the proportion of duties in England. The ſum 
ariſing from this increaſed duty on the. ſtills J eſtimate at 
Zoo, oool. Even if the effect ſhould be to leſſen the con- 
ſumption of ſpirits, ſtill the revenue will not ſuffer in any 
material degree. This diminution would occaſion a greater 
conſumption of malt liquor, and in this way would equally 
contribute to promote the intereſts of the revenue, while it 
„ Vould 
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would have a much more beneficial tendency with reſpect to 
: the health and morals of the people. 
CUSTOMS. „ 
svoAR. 


The next tax I mention with regret, wh it wil fall in 
ſome degree on the lower claſſes of the people, though it is 
one which, on the whole, ſeems to be a proper object of 
taxation. I mean an additional tax of 2s, 6d. on every 
hundred weight of ſugar. This 1 calculate will amount to 


che ſum of 280, oool. 
| BRIMSTONE, BAR IRON, on. OF OLIVES, STAVES. 


On theſe articles of the cuſtoms, I propoſe to lay an ad- 
dition of ten per cent. amounting to 43, oool. and on all 
other cuſtoms, wine, coals, and prize goods excepted, a new | 
duty of five per cent. amounting to 110,000]. 
The whole of theſe duties from the ne, will amount 
to 466,000l. 77 

ASSESED TAXES. 25 
The next article I mean to propoſe is an additional duty 
upon the aſſeſſed taxes, conſiſting of two ſorts—one on 
horſes, amounting to 11,000l. 3 10 per cent. on the com- 
mutation duty, producing 55,0001; and an additional duty 
of 20 per cent. upon the additional horſe duty and on dogs; 
the amount of this duty will be 62, oo. "TAE 18 ber 
article of the aſſeſſed taxes; viz. | 3 


| © THE HOUSE TAX. | 

| The committee will recollect, a noble lord had, impoſed 
a a duty on houſes, taking the number of windows and the 
rent as a criterion of the ſum to be paid. This laſt ſeemed | 
to be a tolerable fair criterion of the different proportions | 
which ought to be contributed by each individual, as it 
might in general be ſuppoſed that the rent and fize of the 
houſe were regulated by the means and ſubſiſtence of the 
occupier. This however was in many caſes found to be a 
fallacious concluſion. In ſome inſtances in the country the 
extent of a houſe was found to be a diſadvantage. The 
| poſſeſſion of an old large manſion houſe, where it was ac- 
companied with a ſmall fortune, ſo far from ſubjecting the 
Proprietor to additional taxes, ought rather to operate as an 
_ exemption. The value of houſes of the ſame fize was to 
be eltimfated not ſo much according to their extent, as ac- 
cording to other circumſtances with which they were con- 
netted, ſuch as the number of ſervants oy and -the amount 

Vor. I. 1796. Mm | 1. 
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of other aſſeſſed taxes charged on the occupier. The moſt 


equitable mode, therefore, ſeemed to be to levy a tax in pro- 


portion to the other aſſeſſed taxes, as theſe might be ſuppoſed 
to bear a more certain proportion to the fortunes of the in- 
dividuals. The number of ſervants for inſtance kept in a 
houſe, will in general correſpond with the fortunes of the 


inhabitants. The ſum ariſing from a tax levied in this way, 
I calculate will amount to 1 50,0001. and this with an addi- 


tion to the aſſeſſed taxes, I take at 290,0001. Add to theſe 
a fmallregulation in certain ſtamp duties pgs. to Jbl. 
POSTAGE. 


The conveyance of articles, which from the weſent ad- 


vanced ſtate of ſociety, is put on ſo much a better footing, 


feems to preſent a fair object of taxation. It is, undoubted- 


1y, but juſt that thoſe articles ſhould be made to contribute 


to the public ſervice in return for that convenience and pro- 
tection which they derive from the public. Letters in a par- 
ticular manner come under this deſcription. The encreaſed 


facility with which they are tranſmitted to a diſtance, and 


the great convenience afforded to correſpondence in conſe- 
quence of recent improvements, may fairly allow that ſome- 

thing ſhould be added to the preſent rate of poſtage. The 
pyteſent rate of charging letters is firſt for one, two, or three 


ſtages; it then goes on to eighty miles, and from that to 


one died! and fifty. This mode of charging by ſtages is 
very unequal, as one ſtage. conſiſts of more miles than an- 
bother. Therefore, though I do not wiſh that perſons living 
at a diſtance ſhould be burthened on that account, yet as 


- their convenience is ſo much conſulted, I think they may 


bear ſome increaſe of duty to the rate 'f poltage, and for 

this reaſon, I am of opinion, that it will be a more equitable 
mode to charge by miles than by ſtages; I alſo propoſe to 
adopt a new regulation with reſpect to radations, and with 


reſpect to the bye and croſs roads, inland letters, and letters 


from Scotland. Theſe regulations, with an additional pen- 
ny to be paid on each letter, will, according to the beſt 


calculation, amounts to about the ſum of 2 50,000]. 
STAGE COACHES. - 


An additional. ky on ſtage coaches which are already 3 


exempt from other duties will produce 6o,o00l. 
15 PARCELS, 

The conveyance. of parcels by ſtage coaches and ober 

. ways is alſo a fair object of taxation. I propoſe to ſubject 
them to a ſmall ſtamp 855 on ſoaking berg, which will 
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afford additional ſecurity to the CONVEYRLLCE, and I eſtimate 


will produce * 
| CANAL NAVIGATION. 
The only other tax which I have to propoſe is on a ſpecies 


| of conveyance, which has alſo been much indebted to recent 


improvements; the conveyance by inland navigation. This 
accommodation to the trade and induſtry of the country, has 


- owed much to the protection and patronage-of the legi ane, | 
'To it the proprietors have been indebted for the permiſſion to 


employ their capital in a way ſo beneficial to themſelyes and 


the public. It is therefore but fair that while the extent of 


their improvements diſcovers their increaſing opulence, the 
legiſinture ſhould apply to this ſource or proſperity for aſ- 


Tiſtance to the exigencies of the ſtate. It is propoſed to make 
a ſmall addition tothe tolls already charged on that navigation 
: e wee, to about one eighth. If an addition had been 


made to the tax on inſurance againſt fire and water, and had 


been found fully to anſwer, ſurely thoſe individuals who de- 
rived ſo much accommodation as well as a conſiderable ſav- 
ing from this new mode of conveyance, might i in return for 
the benefit they experienced be called upon to contribute a 
ſmall proportion to the exigencies of the ſtate, As this eighth 5 
would be charged only on the exiſting tolls, all the exemp- 
tions which were now allowed, would pal be permitted to 
HW good. The following is a 


RECAPITULATION OF THE TAXES, 


| . — EXCISE, 
10 per cent. on Teas 3 N - £ 240, ooo 
10 per cent. on coffee, &c. 1 5 30,000 
| Auctions „5 e e 40, o00 
F . 7 nee! N 36, oo 
Spins „ . 210 O 
; en on Nenn aalen „VVV 300,008 
Total of Exciſe Duties C. 856, 0 
2 CUSTOMS. 1 1 
Sugar t SO +a | | „* 280,000 
Pepper | | Io, oo 
10 per cent. on brimbone, Iron, Ohre on and | Re 
Staves 43, oo 
5 per cent. on all other cuſtoms, Prize Goods Coals | 
and Wine excepted | 110,000 
Other articles on import, duch as Starch, Bricks, 5 ES: 
| Ke. "33 W * Ie * h 23,000 5 
| | Total of Callin: „„ ee 
| Aſſeſſed t: taxes, 0 new 1 tar eee 290,000 
os Ins. of Stamps | | | „ 30,000 
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And notwit'. ſtanding the operation of the new duties and the influ: 
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| Poſtage and regulation of Poſt Office Ek | 250 O00 | 
Stage Coaches 3 8 3 60,000 
Stamp on parcels e PIE 50, ooo 
Canal navigation = . 120,000 - 


Amount of theannuity to be raiſed 2 5 ” _ 2,110,000 


Exceſs of taxes. 22,006 


Such are the ſources from which I propoſe to draw the 


neceſſary ſums to provide for the intereſt of the enormous 


expence of the year. I am not inſenſible that in ſeveral of 
theſe taxes I may have made an erroneous calculation, and 
have extended the eſtimate of the produce beyond what it 

may ultimately turn out to be; in this, however, I truſt the 
committee will believe that I have been guided by the ſtricteſt 


regard to truth, and have taken the eſt criterion that was 


in my power, experience, for my guide. In thoſe taxes 
| which I could ſubject to that teſt, I have confidence in the 
accuracy of my ſtatement; in thoſe which are untried 1 have 
at leaſt been moderate. I am happy to ſay that in looking 
at the reſources of the country, we have a right to have con- 
| Hdence in the full production of theſe duties. They are dif- 
tuled over jo man articles, that they will operate with equa- 
ty, and yet will not bear hard on the claites of the poor. If 
| we look at the production of the permanent taxes, we ſhall 
have no reaſon to believe that the war has materially ured | 
the ſources of our proſperity. 


| The permanent revenue for the car ending 10th OQober, 796, 


a mounted to 


ence of a ſtate of war, the e ny of thoſe duties for the 


laſt three years was 13,8 55,000 


On the ſide of fupply, 1 have taken but the ſum of 


3,000,000). to meet the further extraordinaries for the year 
1797, though the extraordinaries forthe laſt year amounted to 
a muchlarger ſum. There are two grounds for my not think- 
ing it neceſſary to make a larger proviſion ; there were many 

articles of charge in 1796, which will not recur in 1797. 
And ſecondly, there were ſeveral ſums advanced which are 
likely to be repaid, and upon which we have a right to cal- _ 
culate. For inſtance, in the advance of 1796, made by 

commiſſioners upon oath to the merchants of Grenada, there 


is the ſum of 900,000. which we have a right to believe was 


: advanced upon good ſecurity, and which will, no doubt, be 


e wwailable to ihe public. 


EL . 2,132,000 _ 


eco | 


Another . 
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Another expence of a particular nature has been incurred 
in the interval of parliament. I allude to aſſiſtance which has 
been granted to the Emperor, in order to enable him to carry 

on his military operations. That the expence of the country 
has been ſwelled by exertions which have been ſo gallantly 
ſupported, and have terminated fo beneficially to the com- 
mon cauſe, I think no man will regret. I am perſuaded no 


* man will be of opinion that we ought to have withheld from 

= a brave and faithful Ally the aſſiſtance neceſſary to preſerve 

his independence, and to reſtore him to glory, That alliſt- 

3 ance miniſters thought proper to grant, not ignorant of the 

= reſponſibility which they thereby incurred, not forgetting | 

L their own duty, nor fearful or the event. They reflected 

8 dlahat in the critical ſitnation of the country it might have been 

1 matter of extreme delicacy to have brought forward a public 

1 diſcuſſion on the propriety of advancing a ſum to a foreign 

5 court; they were aware of the alarm which might have been 

R excited by any propoſition to ſend a quantity of ſpecie out of 

5 the country. It is well known that a generally received opi- 

5 8 nion of the miſchief that may be attendant on a meaſure is | 

- ___ often productive of the reality. The conſequence of diſcuſ- 


ſion might have been to have ſuggeſted the grant of a ſum - 
too {mall for the wants of our Ally, or too large for the 
means of the country. On that account miniſters declined 
taking the opinion of parliament. They did not fo far yield. 
1 to their deſire of aiding the Emperor, as to ſtep beyond the 
3 bounds of prudence, nor did they ſo tamely ſhrink from 
_ their own reſponſibility as to withhold that aſſiſtance which 
they deemed efientiaily important. A ſum of about twelve 
hundred thouſand pounds has, I believe, been allotted to his 
Imperial Majeſty. A future opportunity will be afforded for 
the diſcuſſion of this particular topic, which it was not other- 
wile neceflary for me to mention in the preſent inſtance, than 


_ | becauſe I was anxious hat no circumſtance connected with 
44 the national expenditure ſhonld be kept back on this occaſion. 
” B I am convinced, that, to have withheld the aſſiſtance which 
1 has been granted, would have been to have ſacrificed the beſt 
1 hope of this country for bringing the conteſt to a fortunate 
WO 2 _ iſſue. It is my intention, if this conduct is found to merit 


your approbation, humbly and earneſtly toclaim and ſolicit your 
confidence in continuing the ſame ſyſtem. I cannot for the re- 
| ſons I have already mentioned, propofe to you any ſpecific 
ſum to be granted to his Imperial Majeſty. But, if you 
think proper to repoſe in miniſters the ſame confidence in 
granting ſuch occaſional aid as they may ſee to be neceſſary, 
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it ſhall, on their part, be exerciſed with the ſame caution. 
1 have therefore propoſed a ſum of three millions, chiefly 


with a view of enabling miniſters to make advances to our 


Allies; if we ſhall be compelled to perſevere in the war. At 


the ſame time, we are not to conſider ſuch ſums as loſt to the 
country. We have ſeen too many of thoſe qualities, the in- 


herent companions of good faith and honour, diſplayed in the 


recent exertions of his Imperial Majeſty to entertain any ſuf- 
Pieion with refpect to his conduct. And we may confi- 
dently hope for the happieſt rcſult in the preſent conteſt from 

his courage and perſeverance, fed by our refources and ſup- 
ported by our conſtancy. On this ground I propoſed the 
vote of three millions. I fhall add nothing further on the 


fubject of army extraordinaries. 


On the ſubject of navy debt, it was my defire and ex- 
pectation, that a full and perfect account ſhould have been 
laid upon the table, ſo as to have given to the committee a 
diſtinct idea of the whole amount for the year. I find, 
however, that the account has not been preſented entire. 


Tam able to ftate roundly what it is expected to amount to, 


from the progreſs that has been already made, and as it ig 
laid before the Houſe - ee 


Ihe net amount of the Navy Debt up to the zoth November appears 5 


to be — — | L£25,171,000 : 
To which add, as the probable ſum to the 31ſt Necember, 1796 1,000,000 
Add to thus, the ſum of Navy Debt fuk funded — 4414, 0 0 
And the amount of the Navy Debt on the 37ſt December, wt, alt hn: 
be in all 5 — — 20,58 5, o00 
On the 3 iſt December, 1795, it amouuted to — 22,362, o 
£0 that the debt incurred in 1796 is — — 5 i 8,223,000 
+ foreſaw and provided for — — 426. o,o 
It therefore exceeded my eſt mate by Be 8 — (4,223, c 


And it is my duty to explain how this exceſs has happened 3 
not that I mean to ſhelter myſelf from the imputation of 
error, ſo difficult to avoid in a calculation ſo extremely 

large; but to ſhew, as far as it is in my power, that it aroſe 
from circumſtances which I could neither foreſee nor pre- 
vent. The explanation will perhaps ſerve to convince the 
committee that we may look with perfect reliance to a di- 


munition of theſe expences for the current year. 


In the firſt place, the expence of tranſports exceeded the 
fums which I had imagined, and which on the moſt mature 
calculations, made by perſons of the greateſt experience, 1 
preſented to parliament, by no leſs a ſum than 1 * 
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This 5010 from a variety of circumſtances which noghuman 
Foreſight could anticipate, and which, though the moſt to 


be regretted, are the eaſieſt ro be excuſed. By the unfor- 
. tunate viciſſitudes of weather, by the delays and difaſters 


which unfortunately happened to our expeditions; by the 


quantity of tranſports that were Recellary to be taken up in 
conſequence of theſe things, and by the new regulations c of 
this board not being brought into perfect activity. 5 
Another head of expence which has occurred, and which 
it was impoſhble to foreſee, was the ſum incurred for fo- 
reign tranſports, in order to bring home ſtores and proviſi- 
ons, which might otherwiſe have fallen into the hands of 


the enemy; for the high demurrage which we have been 


_ m_—_ to pay, and to which our Courts of Admiralty, how- 
ever reluctantly, have found it juſt and equitable to ſubmit. 
By theſe cauſes the expence of foreign tranſports, demur- 
rage, &c. has amounted to oo, oool. 

Another head of unforeſeen expence was the I 
ed diſcount to which the navy bills fell, and which operated 
ſo injuriouſly upon commerce and on publick circulation. 
On this head of diſcount there has been paid no leſs than the 
ſum of 600,000L Thus, therefore, the committee will ſce 
that in three articles only which it was impoſſible to antici- 
pate, there has been expended near 3, ooo, oool. and when 
they take into their further conſideration the circumſtance 
of our having a new maritime enemy to encounter, and alſo 
a threatened invaſion to repel, for 'which meaſures of pre- 
caution have been taken, it will not be thought that the ſum 
of 4, 200, oool. above my calculation is a very remarkable 
error. The practical uſe that we muſt draw however from 
the fact certainly. is, not to avoid all eſtimates, but to maxe 
out eſtimates with as much correctneſs as poſſible, and at 
the ſame time to claim a large, though dilcreet indulgence, 
for unforeſeen circumſtances; and in the ſtatement of the 
_ dupply I think I have made ample. proviſion far the :naval 
 exertions of the year, even if the pertinacity of the enemy 
. ſhould oblige us to continue thoſe exertions through the 


whole of the year. The committee will recolle@ that here 
has been already voted | 


- Piider the head of Navy © — — — 4 Os 
- To which 1 added the further ſum of. — — 28,5, ch 
Making together the ſum of — —ů— 188, 0 


And to this I now add, for which L have allo made provilion, che 
probable fam of (LOI, — — 3; co, oc 


| Toalof the Navy ar we year 2757, — a N 13. 60, 000 
a Which 


ſieen accidents was 15,212, 000l. 
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Which the committee will ſee, if they deduct the ſums that 


have been paid under the head of tranſports, foreign freights 


for the bringing home of flour, &c. together with demur- 
rage, and the amount of diſcounts on the navy bills, all 


articles which are not likely to recur, is fully equal to the 


expenditure of the laſt year, which, with all theſe unfore- 


» p - 


In ſtating theſe eſtimates I have endeavoured to bring for- = 
ward to the view of the committee all the information which 


they can poſſibly deſire on the ſubject. I have ſtated in its : 


utmoſt extent the ſcale of expenditure which it may be 
neceſſary to incur, if we ſhall {till be called to perſevere. in 


a conteſt connected with our honour, our happineſs, our 
independence and ſafety. I truſt that J have faid enough 


on this topic, and that if the alternative ſhould be pre- 


| ſented, the Britiſh nation will need no incentive to f = 


port ſuch a conteſt with vigour and perſeverance, rather than 
ſubmit to protracted miſery, evaded miſchief,” and certain 
diſgrace. , Such, undoubtedly, will be their conduct, if they 


wiſh to maintain the character which they inherit from 
their anceſtors, or to tranſmit the privileges they e 


nJoy un- 
diminiſhed to their poſterity. In this period of the war 
(God grant that it may be ſhort !) it is ſtill matter of much 


_ congratulation, under all we have ſuffered, under all the 
_ accumulated difficulties ariſing from a conteſt as unexampled 


in its exertions, as tranſcendently importante in its ob- 
jects, and notwithſtanding the violent and unnatural means 
employed by the enemy, that by oppoſing to them the 

conſtant fruits of regular induſtry, protected by a ſyſtem of 
civil order, we have been able to meet the exigency of the 


_ criſis, and to provide ample reſources for every branch of 


the publick ſervice. If after four years of war, not only 
the permanent revenue is not affected, but even the new 
taxes are found to be fully productive, if the ſtate of inter- 


nal induſtry and domeſtick improvement exhibit a picture 


of proſperity, which would amaze incredulity, if it did not N 
addreſs itſelf to obſervation, we have ſurely much ground 
of ſatisfaction. I have formerly had occaſion to deſcribe 


the highly flouriſhing ſituation of our commerce, which even 


under circumſtances the moſt unfavourable has increaſed 
with aſtoniſhing and unexampled rapidity. It is with infi- 
- Nite pleaſure I am enabled to ſtate that the receipts of the 

laſt quarter fully confirm the ſymptoms of our growing prof- 


perity, and if thoſe of the other quarters encreaſe. in the 


lamg proportian, the whole exports of the year will amount 


to. 


. 
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do thirty millions. This flouriſhing ſtate of our affairs ought 


not to leſſen our moderation, or abate our deſire for peace. 


But that peace is not worthy of the name which is not 
calculated to afford internal and external ſecurity, to pre- 


ſerve to us the bleiinygs of our conſtitution, to protect the 
operations of our induitry, and to maintain the dignity of 


Vol. I. 1796. 


t different from thoſe upon 


the Britiſh character among foreign nations. It is the re- 
ſtoration of ſuch a peace which alone is truly deſireable, 
and in ſeeking which we ought to be careful not to miſtake 
the phantom for the reality. I beg pardon for not being 
able to withhold the expreſſion of my feelings on this 
ſubject. "They are feclings which want not to be enforced 
by words. They are the feelings of the Britiſh nation ſpoken 
by ſubſtantial acts, evinced by the moſt unequivocal diſ- 
plays of zeal, the moſt liberal teitimonies of ſupport to the 
publick cauſe,” and ſupported by powerful and ample re- 
5 Besen It is my moſt fervent wiſh that the ſpirit of Britain 
may be an example to other countries, that her reſources 
may ever keep pace with her zeal, and her perſeverance be 
crowned with moſt diſtinguiſhed ſucceſs. I therefore 
move you, Sir, that towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his 
majeſty the ſum of 18,000,000. be raiſed by annuities... . 
Mr. Grey ſaid, that at the time when the enormous bur- 
dens, with which the country was already loaded, required 
the utmoſt vigilance and caution which the repreſentatives 
of the people could exercife, and when ſo great an additi- 
onal weight was to be impoſed, he hoped the' Houſe would 
recollect the important duties which their ſituation, as 
_ guardians of the publick purſe, called upon them to diſ- 
charge, and induce a minute examination of the unexampled 
expence which had diſtinguiſhed a war the moſt diſaſtrous 
in which this country had ever been engaged, a war which 
he had ever thought was equally. deteſtable in its principles, 
as it is threatened to be dangerous in its conſequences. 
Much as he had admired the eloquence with which the 
right honourable gentleman” had adorned the falſe and de- 
ceitful ſtatements he had made, he ſhould be ſorry if it 
could fo far blind the Houle to the duty they owed their 
_ conſtituents, as to induce them to lay on the burdens that 
were propoſed without enquiring how the expence was in- 
.curred, and adopting meaſures by which the extravagance 
which prevailed in the publick expenditure might in future 
be checked. That night the honourable gentleman had in- 
troduced topics ſomewha 


hick 
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he had uſually inſiſted. He had thought proper to adopt as 
the criterion of national proſperity, an account of the exports __ 

and imports, and upon this proof he had reſted the tri- 
umphant concluſions he had deduced. Laſt year this ſtan- 
dard had never been mentioned; it was the facility of raiſing 
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i money, it was the low rate of intereſt, upon which a loan 
+ could be negociated, upon which the honourable gentleman 
i x | had placed the proofs of the flouriſhing ſtate of our finances, 


and the-undiminiſhed vigour of our reſources. He had 
'I'f not ſaid a word of the plenty of money, or of the low rate 
1 | bol intereſt. Indeed with what propriety, with what decency _ 
_ could he have held that language, when the Houſe would 
recollect that the Chancellor of the Exchequer actually had 
it in contemplation to adopt that expedient, againſt which 
he had ſo often declaimed with ſo much vehemence—that 
A apes han was in agitation, and that this threat was actu- 
ally contained in a letter from the honourable gentleman to 
the governor of the bank, in order to accelerate the raiſing of 
the ſupplies for the preſent year; but it was from a com- 
| pariſon: of the imports and exports that our proſperity was 
to be. determined. He had occaſton, however, to examine 
the account alluded to, and he had been told in that Houſe, 
that the exports and imports did by no means aſcertain the _ 
real ſtate . of our commerce, or ſupport the concluſion of 
our proſpexity. . The. very account itſelf mult ſhew that any | 
inference founded upon it is erroneous. Thirty millions ap- 
4 | | peared to, be the amount of our exports, of which one-fifth 
i 1 was coffee. This was the important document then upon 

[ 

| 

| 


which they were to be amuſed, with the lofty ſtatement of 
our increaſimg wealth and unimpaired reſources. While fix 
millions were ſtated as the amount of the export of coffee, 
only two or three years were ſtated as the amount of the 
imports 5. and yet, upon ſuch a paper as this, was the true 
|= fituation of the country to be aſcertained ? The honourable = 
_ gentleman had profeſſed a fincere defire of ſtating every ar- 
| YE ticle of. the publick expence, chat as far as poſſible he might 
|'F meet it with a, ſuitable proviſion. This was the language 
which the honourable gentleman had employed in bringing 
= 2 | \ . OE 2 4 32 
—_ | forward every budget, and this profeſſion of ſincerity in the. 
ww deſign had generally been accompanied ,with a failure in the 
| 1 execution. Laſt year the ſame defire of ſtating every. ex- 
| _ -pence, and covering it with a proper. proviſion, had been 


| | | | -gprofeſſed, and what was the reſult? The navy debt might 
l, Rand for an example. He profeſſed to bring every thing 
1 f 5 - forward, 
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forward, he had examined every article of the navy debt, 
this article had gone beyond his expectations, and the other 
would not again occur and his concluſion was, that a ſaving 
_ this year wonld in all probability enſue. In December then 
a ſum of 1,500,000l. was provided; inſtead, however, of 
this proviſion being found adequate, after having perſuaded 

the Houle to refuſe every enquiry that was propoſed, and to 
reſign every power of controul with which it was inveſted, 
the honourable gentleman again came forward in April, 

when he had obtained more complete means of aſcertaining | 
vat the publick exigences would demand, and after more 

than three months of the year had elapſed, 'and declared that 

four millions would be neceſſary. | Upon this occafion he 
had again urged the neceſſity of providing for the ſupplies, 
by fairly ſtating the probable amount, and again it appeared 
that ſo far from the ſtatement being correct, it did not 
amount to one half of the real extent of the navy debt. 
Upon the preſent occaſion, the honourable gentleman had 
taken to pieces a variety of the articles of the account, re- 
peating the ſame comments which he had uſed, ſtating that 

' many of them' would not occur next year, that many of them 
aroſe from temporary cauſes, and in ſpite of the fallacy 

with which in former inſtances this reaſoning had been at- 
"tended, in defiance of the experience of what had fo fre- 
_ quently happened, he again eſtimated the amount of this 
| ſervice at three millions below the ſum to which laſt year it 
had amounted. The honourable gentleman faid, that he 


- muſt here act upon his opinion, and doubtleſs in fuch caſes 


this muſt to a certain degree be a rule; but when it was 
found every year that the amount of the ſum calculated was 
encreaſed, it was natural that experience ſhould have pointed 
out a different mode of proceeding, and induced the honour- 
able gentleman to come forward and ſtate as an expence 
which it was not diſſicult to ſee, and which it was proper to 
provide for. Notwithſtanding all the reaſonings he had em- 
ployed, and all the probabilities of diminution he had urged, 
the navy debt had exceeded his ſtatements; he ſhould there- 
fore have concluded, that if ſome articles which had not 
been ex Qed had occurred this year, and were not again do 
be expe⸗ ed, there might others be found which likewiſe had 
not been foreſeen. Every war had diſplayed the danger and 
che falſehood of ſuch calculations, ' confirmed by what the 
© honourable gentleman's own experience, ſuggeſted'; it was 
his duty, therefore, to have obſerved the conſtitutional mode 
of a, proviſion. for every. expence Which Was likely to 
| | N11 5 e . 
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occur, a mode which at once ſecured the intereſt of the pub- 
lic, and maintaincd the proper functions of the Houſe of 


Commons. The ſum required. for the ſervice of the preſent 


year was 27,040,000]. Here however, he muſt complain of 


the practice of bringing forward the ways and means be- 
fore the Houſe could be acquainted with the amount of the 
expences of the preceding year. Such a practice was highly 
unconſtitutional, for it prevented tic Houſe from exerciling 
its powers of controul, and enforcing hat orcunomy which it 
was bound to exert.” Upon the lixtcen nullions which. 

were to be borrowed, there would be a diſcount tor prompt 


payment of 200,c00l. which had not been taken notice of. 


(Mr. Pitt obſerved, that it was not uſually put in.) Mr, 
Grey continued, that this was not of any importance to the 
general argument he ſupported. He maintained that every. 
thing of which any cftimate chat could be formed, ought to 


be included in the ſtatements of the expence of the year, and 
| hg ae x" pgs for. There were e few obſervations which 


e had alfo to make upon the amount of the taxes im- 


poſed, and their fitneſs to meet the public exigencies. It 
was his opinion, that the taxes laid on ſince the war were in- 
adequate to the debt that had been funded, and uron a com- 
pariſon of the different ſums borrowed, with the funds of the 
taxes provided for tile payment or ine intereſt, a deficiency ap- 


peared upon the wile of 372,000. This would evidently 


appcar upon a compariſon of the different ſums of intereſt _ 


which had been ſtated cach year fince the war, with the pro- 
duce of the taxes which had been impoſed for the payment. 


In 1793 the ſum to be raifed was 252,8 121. produce | 145,82 
1794 - e by: 7737324. a 723,324 
3535 . — 1,22% ls 1,255,592 

7 2 8 1,015, 28 


In which ſtatement it was to be obſerved, that in the pro- 

duce of the year 1795 was deducted 200,000). ſtock in hand 
of the wine duty, and 43; 00. from the regulation of frak- 
ing, but upon the whole there was the deficiency of 372,000. 
Allowing, Lowever, for whar had been diverted to the pay- 
ment on account of the Spaniſh armament, there would re- 

main the permanent deficiency of 372,000. which he had 


ſtated. If then it was conſidered that the wine tax would 
not be 10 productive in future as it had been in 1796, becauſe 
the produce of the ſtock in hand was to be deducted, as no 


Proviſion was made for the 315 2 8. intereſt ot the ꝗd na- 


vy debt, and as viterelt was to be provided for thoſe funded 
in OQobex, it would be neceſſary to provide for theſe before 
eee Ai Fas. 85 honour- 
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-honourable gentleman couid fay that the publick EXPENCES 


were f⸗ -irly covered. The honourable gentleman had pro- 


_ vided funds to the amount of 1 ,100,000l. but if all the ar- 


ticles unprovided were taken into view, the amount of the old 
navy debt, the dehcicncies of the 90 already allotted, the 


funds provided ought to have amounted to near three millions, 
at leaſt taere would be a deficit of more than 800,000), | 
_ Fhele points at preſent i only took in a general view, z at 
Tome future period, as ſoon as poſſible alter Chriſtmas, he 
intended to bring forward the ſubject for minute examina- 


tion. Upon a more extenſive inveitigat! ion of the ſubject it 
would be found, that great and prefſiug as the burdens about 


to be impoſed were, there Was itiil a million of freſh taxes 
to be found. That ſo much of the expenditure confiſted of 


ſums over which parliam- nt had exerciſed no controul, was 


a point of ſerious importance, and demanded particular diſ- 
cuſnon. If rhey retained any regard for the functions with 
= which they were inveſted, and t at economy which the ſitu- 
ation of affairs ſo much required, the Houſe would conſider 
tbe ſubject with ſerious attention, and adopt ſome plan to 
check the extravagance which was practiſed, and chat neg- 
lect of their controul which marked the publick Nr 


The Chancellor A the Exchequer ſaid, that though he chie ly 


2 conſidered the obſervations of the ee rable gentleman as 
intended to CONVEY a notice of a future diſcuſon of the ſub- 
ject, he could not allow them to pals altogether without re- 


mark. He was ready to admit that the exports and imports | 
were not very correct, and he never meant to argue from 


them as by themſelves ſupporting a preciſe concluſion with 
regard to the {tate of our commerce. They were, however, 
as correct now. as they were on former occaſions, and by a 
: compariſon of them with what former ſtatements of the kind 
_ afforded, it appeared that the exceſs of the exports over the 


imports was as great as in time of peace. It was not a new 


topic which he had introduced on the prefent occaſion. 
Year after year Le had been told that the the exports and 
imports were fallacious, and in reality, he had never found- 
end any inference upon them abſolutely, but merely obtained 
a concluſion by a compariſon with other years, conceiving it 
fair to ſuppoſe that the ſame degree of incorrectneſs prevailed | 
at one time as at another. He was glad that the honourable 
5 gentleman had reminded him of the loan. It might have 
been imagined indeed, that he had omitted ſaying any thing 
of the terms on which 1t was concluded, becaule, if there 
ever was a loan which required nothing to be laid i in its de- 


| fence, 
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fence, it was the preſent. In truth he had intended to have 
ſail a few words upon the ſubject, but ku the multiplicity of 


the details he had to go through, it had eſcaped him. If the 


henourable gentleman, however, compared the ſtate of the 


three per cents. when he conſidered the rapidity with which 
the ſubſcription had been filled up, the rate of intereſt that | 


was to be given, and the ſum of capital to be created, had 
he attended to the effects of the ſinking fund, and that in ſix 
years in a given circumſtance, the rate of intereſt in the five 


per cents. might be reduced to four per cent. he would not 
find that the terms of the bargain required a ny apology or 
defence. He would find that the publick had fa 


ved no les 
than fixtcen per cent. at preſent, and in a particular event not 


leſs than fifty per cent. If the honourable gentleman would 
compare the four laſt years of the laſt war with our preſent 
fituation after four years of war, he would find only one 

Joan, in which the actual intereſt was ſo low, and this at a 
period when the general funds were ſomewhat higher, and 

when the intereſt of the particular fund was not reducible, 


as in the preſent caſe. He was ſurpriſed to hear the objece 
tion to the diſcount, for it had been made for the firſt time 


in a caſe in which it could not at all apply. If there was no 
neceſſity for the iſſuing of Exchequer Bills by the quantit 

of money received upon the loan in prompt, the angel 
which muſt have been allowed upon the ſormer would have 


been ſaved, fo that in this view the advantage would be con- 


| fiderable. It was ſtated by the honourable gentleman, that 


the taxes impoſed ſince the war had fallen ſhort, and were 


inadequate to the ſums that had been funded. It was not 
fair, however, to conſider the produce merely, it was alſo 
neceſſary to conſider what the tax would 5 produce 
| when the war had ceafed. The honourable ee con- 


ceived the taxes of 1796 to have fallen ſhort becauſe he ſup- 


poſed that the wine tax would not be ſo productive; . 8 
of them had not however yet been fairly brought to proof; 
and the wine duty had labourcd under diſadvantages which 
it was needleſs to enumerate. But unleſs the trial was fairly 
made, and it was aſcertained that in the courſe of a full year 


the wine duty had not produced the ſum at which it was | 


_ eſtimated, it could not be ſaid that any deficiency exiſted, 
Beſides, although chey had fallen for the firſt two years of 


war, might not they riſe in peace to the ſum at which they - 


had been ſtated ? The argument of the honourable gentle- 


man only pre ved that it was proper to wait and fee what the 
event would be, and if it ſhould appear chat A real deficiency 
| | | ec | 
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exiſted, he ſhould then feel himſelf called upon to come for- 


ward and move an additional proviſion.” It was neceffary, 
however, to examine the ſubject with accuracy in the brit 
place, before they admitted ſuch a concluſion, and adopted 


ſuch a meaſure. From ſuch an enquiry he did not feel him- 


{elf ditpoſed to ſhrink. He conceived it probable that the 
taxes would be equal to all the funds which they were aſſign- 

ed to ſupport, and he wiſhed to know, whether the ex- 

perience which had already been obtained, was ſuch as ought _ 
to have induced him to come forward to propoſe additional 

| burthens, while the neceſſity of fo e an alternative 


was by no means aſcertained ? 
Mr. Grey {aid a few words in explanation, to which the | 


: Chancellor of the E xchequer replied. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, that notwithſtanding the able manner in 


Which his kwadursble friend had diſcuſſed the ſtatements of 


the right hon. gentleman, he ſhould not think that he had 
done his duty to his conſtituents and to the country, if he 


+ did not deliver it as his opinion, that the ſpeech of the 
right honourable gentleman was falſe in almoſt every par- 
_ ticular, and that nothing could have a greater tendency to 
delude the nation upon the ſubject of its finance. The 
| honourable gentleman's ſtatements were accompanied with 
2 great variety of general obſervations, which, if they were 
true, he would not heſitate a moment to join with thoſe who 
| execrated the conſtitution, he would confider it as an idle 
vaunt, he would hold that the repreſentatives of the people 
no longer had the command of the people's money. — that the 
Houſe of Commons ought to be aboliſhed, and that, in time 
of war at leaſt, a dictator ought to be appointed to preſide | 
in the dep Aartment of public finances. He had made it tht 
| boaſt of his adminiſtration, that in all the ſeaſons of diffi- 
_  culty which had occurred, in all the circumſtances of pref- 
| ſure which he had the misfortune to encounter, that he had 
never ſhrunk from any danger, however formidable, nor 
_ concealed any burthen, however great, which it would be 
neceſſary to impoſe. He allowed that ſometimes he had 


eome forward with a fair ſtatement of facts, and when he 


did ſo he gave him credit for his candor. Was there any 
man in the houſe who was ſuch a dupe ? Was there any 


man in the country who was ſo corrupted as to have the 


audacity to aſſert, that on that day what he had ſaid was 
true, after the diſcuſhon which had paſſed between the 
\ honourable gentleman and his honourable friend, Mr. Grey? | 
When the onſolidation Act was paſſed, an at which con- 


rained 
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tained a great many good things, of which this was one, it 
provided that a paper mould be annually laid before the 
| houſe, giving an account of the additional charge mede 
upon the Conſolidated Fund, and likewiſe of the mode in 
which the money voted by the houſe was diſpoſed of. By 
that paper it appeared that the charge ſince the war amount- 
cd to four millions, and that there "Was a deficiency i in the 
produce of the taxes to the amount of 80, oool. after making 
every allowance for the ſtoppage of the diſtilleries, and for 
the defalcation of the Wine Fax ariſing from the quahtity 
of the ſtock on hand. They would afterwa ards have an op- 
portuni ty to enter into the details more at length, if it was 
ay longer worth whiie, in that houſe, after what had that 
evening been advancad, to 4 ufs any ſubject either gene- 
: rally or in the detail; it culd not however eſcape obſer⸗ 
vation, that when che deficiency was thus laid open to the 
public, that wins tar miniſter ſhould come forward without 
taking any notice of it, or providing any means by which it 
might be ſupplied, and bozit that he had provided againſt 
every probable, and even againſt every poſſible evil z that he 
had diſguiſed. no exiſting want, and that he had taken into - 
one comprehenſive view paſt deficiencies, preſent neceſ- 
| ſities, ara future emergencies. But, ſays this provident 
miniſter, what ſignifies the amount of the produce of the 
taxes? J calculated them at ſo much, and their value is 
not to be eſtimated by their actual produce; bit by my cat- 
culation. If he (Mr. Fox) ca alculated the actual amount of 
the taxes from the 5th of July, 179 55 to tie 5th of July, 
hs 796, or, which was much the fame thing, from the 10th _ 
o October, 1795, to the 10th of October 1796, and found 
a deſicicncy, that was nothing. He was told that the taxes 
never were ſo productive in the time of war, and he was 
deſired to extend his calculation upon the produce to the fe- 
turn of peace. Here the honourable gentleman, had re- 
. courſe to a ſubterfuge, under which he could not but be 
detected by the moſt ſhallow obſerver, Who did not ſee 
that if this mode of arguing reſpecting the revenne of the 
- country was admitted, that the paper upon the table was 
not worth a ſtraw; that When taxes were impoſed which 
were calculated to produce 1,200,000). but which in reality 
only produced 00, oool. they might be told that this is no- 
thing, look forward to a period of peace, when the defici- 
ency may be ſupplied by regulation. He knew that the 
+ honourable gentleman was perfectly familiar with the plan 
of — and that he had impoſed heavy burthens . 
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the nation under that title: but in the preſent inſtance, 
granting him all the advantage he could derive from it, he 


was apprehenſive that it would not turn out to ſuch account 


as he expected. To take the duty upon Spirits for inſtance 
and the ſame obſervation was applicable to ſeveral of the 


other taxes which he propoſed, in the time of peace, the 


honourable gentleman thought that the duty was as high as 


it could well be raiſed without giving encourage ment to 
ſmuggling. In time of war, however, when ſmuggling is 
not ſo eaſily practiſed from a variety of reaſons, he was of 
opinion chat the duty might be encreaſed. - And yet in this 
time of war when we might venture to impoſe a higher duty 
than he could do with ſafety in time of peace, he referred 


to the return of peace for an increaſe of the produce of the 
tax; at leaſt, when he counted upon an encreaſe of the pro- 


| duce of other taxes, he did not reckon upon any diminution, 
of revenue in this. Still, however, he had recourſe to his 
calculations, and the public were deſired to take the amount 
of their revenue not from the actual produce of the taxes but 
from his eſtimate of what they would produce. So that fact 


was to be ſuperſeded by the honourable gentleman's opinion, 
and his imagination was to be held as the criterion of wealth 
and reſources of the country. Upon the ſubject of the Wine 
Tax, which he had thought proper chiefly to dwell upon, he 


had afferted that the 200,000]. for the ſtock in hand ought 
not to be deducted. But his honourable friend had taken it 


at his own calculations, or at his own gueſs, which per- 
haps he preferred, and ſtated a fact which was uncontrover- 


tible by any man who examined the papers upon the table, 
that the produce of the taxes in July, 1796, were deficient, 
Was there any man then who conſidered the ſubject fairly 
and candidly for a moment, who did not perceive that the 

_ honourable gentleman was deluding the country repreſent- 


ing the debt to be provided for in the preſent year, was pro- 


_ vided for laſt year? But it might perhaps be ſaid, that if 
there was a deficiency laſt year, there was a ſurplus the year 
before, or if not, the year before, in 1793. Then (ſaid Mr. 
Fox) take the total of the charge ſo: the laſt three years and 


compare it with the total of the 1ev_nue, and, upon ſuch a a 
compariſon, he was afraid that the balance would be againſt 


the latter and in favour of the former. But the hon. gens 
tleman helped out his ſuppoſition by a ſtatement of the ex- 


Ports and imports for the laſt year. 
Upon the face of this ſtatement, however, he "REED that 


8 great part of the exports were in coffee; and, though there 
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was no man juſt ſo ignorant of the produce of his own 
cotintry as not 'to know that we do not grow a great deal of 


coffee in this kingdom, that the value of the exports greatly 
expoxts greatly exceeded the value of the imports. He knew 
that they could aſſign a reaſon for this at the Cuſtom-houſe ; 


but it was a reaſon which would ill demonſtrate the increaſ- 


ing commerce of the country. The hon. gentleman, haw- 
ever, gave out, that he only referred to the ſtate of the ex- 


ports and imports, that he did not reaſon upon them. If he 
did not reaſon upon them, Mr. Fox did not know what he 


meant by the obſervation which he delivered in that impreſ- 


five and commanding tone which is ſo. peculiarly his own, 


that the exports for laſt year amounted to no leſs than 30 


millions ſterling. Though he (Mr. Fox) did not wiſh to de- 
prive the country of any conſolation at the preſent moment 


(for, God knows, it needed all that the hon. gentleman could 


| ſuggeſt), he could not but obſerve, that this was a conſola- 
tion which it always had, in every war in which it was en- 


gaged. In the war in 1749, under the adminiſtration of 
Sir Robert Walpole, and in the war ending in 1763, the ba- 

lance was in favour of exports in the fame way as it was now. 
He had no theories of his own upon the ſubject ; he had 
contented himſelf with conteſting the theories of others: but 
he had no doubt that [thoſe who had ſtudied the ſubject 

could account for the fact. He never had heard, however, 
of Mr. Legge, Mr. Pelham, or the late lord Chatham, or 


any miniſter before the right hon. gentleman, coming for- 


ward and pompouſly announcing it as matter of congratula- 


tion to the Houſe of Commons and to the public. 
I 0o confider it in another point of view. When he looked 
at the permanent charge upon the finking fund, and calcu- 


jated the peace eſtablifhment at 500, oool. more (which he 
tkought he might fairly do) than 16,8 54, 2291. which was 
the average of the peace eſtabliſhment, he found that it 


would require near four millions of additional taxes, whereas 


| He had only provided 2, 100, oo. And here Mr. Fox called 
upon the Houſe to reffect on the ſituation in which they 
were placed. Though they were about to vote as many 
taxes as ſome ef the moſt glorious wars, in which the coun- 
try was ever engaged, had coſt the nation; taxes equal in 
amount to thoſe which were impoſed in the firſt three years 
of the French war, they left near two millions more to be 


previded for. The right hon. gentleman had dwelt for a 
Conſiderable time upon the terms on which it was borrowed, 


ald ſaid very little upon the terms. The intereſt he repre- 
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ſented as ſo low that it was exceeded by the intereſt upon all 
the loans in the American war, excepting one. The hon. 
gentleman, upon the ſubject of loan, varied the points of his 
declamation as they ſuited his purpoſe. Laſt year, when 
_ borrowed upon the three per cents, he exulted in the. flou- 
riſhing ſtate of the credit of the country, by which he was 
enabled to borrow at 31. 138. Gd. per cent. and now he 
boaſted of the terms, and ſaid very little about the rate of 
Intereſt, becauſe laſt year the terms were bad, and the inter- 

eſt was nominally ſmall, whereas in the preſent loan the 
intereſt was large and the terms were what he conſidered as 
advantageous. But were theſe terms in reality advantageous 
to the country? When he went to pay money (though God 
knew he had none to pay) at the Bank on the 13th of Janu- 
ary, he was entitled in the firſt place to 11. 8s. which was 
one quarter's intereſt upon the 100l, If he paid up his ſub- 
| ſcription he would be allowed three per cent. diſcount ; ſa 
that by advancing 951. 128. he received 1121. 10s. of ſtock 
an the five per cents. Suppoling, on the other hand, that 
he wiſhed to lay out his money in the old five per cents, and 


fuppoſing them to be at 86 and a-half, there will be a divi- 


dend due about that time of 21. 10s. which it is fair to de- 
duct, fo that by advancing 841. he could get 100l. ſtock, 
and with the remaining 111. 128. he could purchaſe ſtock to 
the value of 1138. 168. in the old five per cents. Of courſe 
then he would have 11. 6s. more ſtock by buying into the old 

| five per cents. than by buying into the new, or about 18. 4d. 
greater intereſt for his money. Had he told the hon. ber- 
tleman, however, laſt year, when he was boaſting of bor- 
_ rowing money at 4]. 13s, 6d. per cent. that he would be 
_ 6bliged to give 51. 128. 6d. this year, he would have txcated 
the prediction as falſe and ungrounded. And, upon the 
Tight hon. gentleman's principles, this was not the whole of 
the intereſt paid for the money. When he propoſed the 
Plan of a ſinking fund, and he (Mr. Fox) objected that in 
time of war it would encreaſe the taxes to an enormous ex- 
tent, the hon. gentleman replied, that it would not have 
this effect, becauſe by following out the plan the public 
would always be able to borrow money at one per cent. leſs 
_ intereſt than they would otherwiſe be obliged to pay. Upon 
his own principle then the intereſt paid upon the preſent 


loan was 61. 128. 64, Beſides, the number of circumſtances 


in favour of the ſubſcribers ta the new loan, above what the 
_ holders of the old five per cents. enjoyed, were much more 
San ſulſicient to counterbalance the difference of intereſt in 

: e 55 6s OC 
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favour of the latter. The holders of the old ſtock, at the 


return of peace, if ſtocks riſe very high, are every day at the 


mercy of Government, and liable to be paid off at par; and, 


if ſtocks continue low, they muſt ſubmit to the loſs which 


accompanied their purchaſe. The holders of the ſtock cre- 
ated by the new loan, on the other hand, were guarded 


againſt both alternatives :---they could hold the ſtock for 


three years, and, when the worſt came to the worſt, they 


would have it in their choice, at the end of that period, to 


exchange for 3 per cents. which they would have at 75, or 
4l. 10s. perpetual annuity. He put another alternative: 
if the gloomy apprehenſions of thoſe were realiſed, who fup- 


poſed that a peace with France would only be a truce, du- 


ring which the ſtocks would labour under a conſtant de- 
preſſion, the holders of the new loan would have it in their 
power to be paid off at par two years after the termination 
of the war. Would any man aſſert that theſe were not ad- 


voantages in terms far fuperior to 11. 6s. in ſtock, or 1s. 4d. 


per cent. intereſt. It would be ſaid, that theſe were only 


fjpeculations; but they were ſpeculations for the juſtice and 
Probability of which he could appeal to fact and experience.— 

Mr. Fox adverted to the {ſtate of the funds at the concluſion 

of the American war, and inferred the likelyhood that a 


change at the termination of the preſent conteſt ſimilar to 
what then took place. = | 


The right hon. gentleman not only laid burdens upon poſ- 


_ terity, as other miniſters had done, and muſt do, when they 
added to the national debt by encreaſing the capital, and con- 


ſequently the amount of the intereſt, that poſterity would be 
cailed upon to pay; but he had in this loan refined upon 
the practice, and loaded poſterity alſo with the bonus of the _ 


loan, a thing perfectly new in itſelf, and directly oppoſite 
to the very principle for which he had ſo repeatedly claimed 


credit from the public upon his general ſyſtem of finance: 


and here he could not help aſking the Miniſter if he would 
do him the honour to refer to a converſation which took place 


between them in the year 1793, upon the ſubject of a loan. 


He had thought it his duty to oppoſe the loan, and to call 
for a diviſion upon it. The miniſter had then aſked what 


the Houſe was to do upon the occaſion, under all the cir- 


cumſtances? Mr. Fox ſaid, it was ſuggeſted, he believed by 
many hon. friends of his, by himſelf he was ſure it was ſng- 


| geſted, that it would be better that the Houſe ſhould refuſe 


to ratify the improvident bargain made by the miniſter ; to 


open the matter again, and to hazard the conſequences of 
| . eee calling 
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calling on the public to come forward in an open loan, for 


the relief of the neceſſities of the ſtate. What did the mi- 


niſter advance in anſwer to this? Firſt, what was naturally 
5 expected from him by thoſe who, knew him, that the bar- 
gain he had made was not fo bad as thoſe who diſapproved 
oſ it ſtated it to be, and afterwards, that what had been ſug- 


geſted concerning an open loan was a meaſure that could not 


in any caſe be reſorted to with any probability of ſucceſs. 


How he came now to change his opinion upon that meaſure, 


could not eafily be gueſſed. Had the miniſter miſcalculated 

the zeal of the country ; or having calculated the zeal accu- 
| rately, had he diſcovered that there is more of it at this mo- 
ment for the proſecution of the war, than there was in the 
year 1793? At a period when the death of the French king 
had happened but two months before: when we were fighting, 
it was ſaid, for law, for order, for morality, for religion, for 
property, and for every thing that was dear to, and held ci- 
. tociety together? If he had, it was an extraordinary diſ- 
covery; and yet he could not at that period, under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, - truſt to an open loan for fix millions, although 
now he found that ſixteen millions might be advantageouſly. 


raiſed in that very way. How was this to be accounted for? 


Was the zeal, as he had aſked already, greater now than it 
was then? Were our proſpects of ſucceeding in it greater 
now than they were then? Was the danger greater to us 
from a continuance of the war at that moment than at this? 
Was the danger of making peace with France greater now 
| than at that period? Or if neither of theſe was the reaſon, 
what in reality was to be conſidered as the miniſter's reaſon 

for knowing it to be unſafe to rely upon the conſequences. 
of an open loan for only fix millions in 1793, and of his 
being ſo entirely confident of its good effects for raiſing ſix- 
teen millions in December, 1796? The truth of the matter 

Was that the miniſter had groſsly miſcalculated upon both 
thoſe points, as he certainly had, and as would appear in due 
time, miſcalculated upon many other points in the courſe of 


the preſent war. It came now in turn for him to take no- 


| tice of the political part of the miniſter's ſpeech this night, 


but before he did ſo, it would perhaps be proper for him to 
advert to another topic in it. The miniſter had ſtated that 


in many things he had, he would own, miſcalculated ;---it - 


was very true he had done ſo, and for which he did not blame 


him. It was common to our nature to err in our conjec- 
tures 3 but prudence preſcribed to us not to be too ready to 
"wy on the provavility of our conjectures, elporially'1 when 


we 
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«ve had found in many inſtances that our conjectures were 
erroneous. He blamed the miniſter for having placed too 
much of that reliance upon his own conjectures, when he 
was furniſhed with fo many inſtances of their fallacy. Had 


the preſent Committee attended to the miniſter's ſpeech in 
this Houſe at this time twelve- months, they would feel much 
upon the preſent occaſion ; for his own part he recollected 
it well---it made a deep, a very deep impreſſion upon him. 
The miniſter then ſud the navy debt was about a million and 


a half. In this he had the greateſt confidence, and for which 


He aſſigned his reaſons. In April following he ſtated the 


navy debt to be four million that it was no more he had the 
greateſt confidence. In October laſt this ſubject came under 


diſcuſſion 3 the miniſter ſaid he believed the navy bills and 
tie navy debt, between which, however, he made ſome diſ- 


tinction, bad encreaſed to between fix and feven millions.—- 


Now, on the 7th of December he {tated this ſame navy debt 
to be eight mullions tao hundred thouſand pounds, He did not 


know that the miniſter could have avoided all, or any of theſe 
miſtakes, but this he knew, the miſtakes were ſo numerous, 
and to an amount 10 large, that the Houſe would do well to 


confide but little in his conjectures and ſpeculative calcula- 
tions. He would warn the Committee, and the public, of 
the probable effect of confiding in ſuch vague ſpeculations. 


He would aſk them whether they believed that the reſources 


of any country ever were, or ever would be, able to ſupport 
itſelf under this ſort of indefinite expence. Then the mi- 
niſter came forward with a general excuſe for all his falſe cal- 


culations under the head of unforeſeen events. Under this 


head he accounted for much of the error of his calculation, 
and a copious theme it was. He inſtanced the very high 
price of proviſions, and of every article for which govern- 
ment was bound to pay. In the name of God iet him aſk how 

this matter ſtood ? When the Houſe was that time twelve. 
month fitting ſrom = to day, and from week to week, 
upon the high price of proviſions, when their Committees 


made various reports, and when the Houſe came to various 


reſolutions, when various reſo;utions were entered into in 
different parts of the kingdom upon that very ſubjeQt ; was 
it not wonderful that the miniſter ſhould not be aware of all 


this in April laſt ? What the ideas of the miniſter were 


upon this ſubject he could not tell; but he ſhould be glad 
to learn from him that the price of proviſions was likely to 
be lower. He ſhould be glad to know, if the miniſter was 
prepared to tell us, that the price of butcher's meat and meat 
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for ſalting for the navy was likely to be at a more moderate 
price than it is at preſent. IIe feared the miniſter had no 
ſuch good news to communicate to the committee. Ho .] ? 
far the miniſter's meatures had occaſioned the preſent high 
price of all the articles of life might very fitly be made the 
777 ̃ (( 
With regard to the ſubject of the bills of Grenada in aid 
of commercial credit and expectations of the miniſter as to 
What may be brought to the public aid on their account, he 
could ſay nothing; as the miniſter had given to the committee 
no ſpecific information upon that ſubject he could only ſay, 
that moſt probably the miniſter would have another opportu- 
nity of making another experiment of the ſame kind upon 
this ſubject, if he was partial to it. Vf. 
He was now come to the vote of credit, on which the 
miniſter had ſpoken out plainly and candidly. . He had faid 
he had given to the Emperor, without the conſent of parlia- 
ment, Zwelue hundred thoiujand pounds, and that he is to 
continue to do it if he ſhall think it neceſſary. He had not 
| ſeen the date of this advance; but thoſe who were members. 
of the laſt parliament could not have forgotten that for the. 
laſt three months of that pariiament, not a week elapſed in 
which ſome queſtion was not. put to the miniſter, in which 
he was called upoon to declare, whether he intended to grant 
any pecuniary aſſiſtance to the Emperor? Did the miniſter 
mean to ſay he intended to give it to him, but that he thought 
his own authority for that purpoſe was fufficient; that it was 
ſuperfluous.to ſubmit ſuch a ſubject to parliament; that he 
could iſſue the money of his own authority? Perhaps he 
did. He might borrow an example from his own. conduct 
to keep the meaſure in countenance. It Was of a piece with 
his advice to his majeſty to continue him, as his miniſter 
againſt the declared opinion of the Houſe of Commons in 
_ the year 1784. Now he had gone one ſtep further than to 
adviſe the King to continue him as miniſter, in oppoſition to 
the expreſs opinion of the Houſe of Cammons, he had 
ſhevon to the people of Great Britain that he is a better judge 
than the people of Great. Britain, to whom their money, 
and how much of it, when and how it ſhall be diſpoſed af, 
| ſhall. be given to any foreign prince. « If (ſaid Mr. Fox) 
c theſe are the ſentiments to be acted upon in this country; 
« if the miniſter be permitted to carry. them into. effect; 
4 declare for myſelf, that the conſtitution of this country 
4 is not worth fighting for. I with to know on what prin- 
4 ciple it is that the miniſter takes this power upon himſelf 
8 5 e rather 
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rather than refer it to the Commons of Great Britain, to 
whom and to whom only, it conſtitutionally belongs. If 


he directs the application of the money of the people 
thus upon foreign affairs without the conſent of Parlia- 


ment, I fee no reaſon. why he ſhould not claim the ſame 
power, (as I dare ſay he will if he ſucceeds in this) over 
the. whole of our domeſtic concerns. I am ſure the rea- 


ſon he gives for the onc, will juſt as well apply to the 


other. He ſays that Parliament could not calculate fo 
well as he could upon the neceſſity, and upon the 
amount. That may be ſaid, as correctly of our domeſtic 


as of our foreign affairs. Until this inſtance had occur- 


red, the miniſter thought it decent to apply to Parliament, 
and to give you an eſtimate of what you are to provide 
for; now he tells you that he did not think it neceſſary 


to conſult you, becauſe you are not judges of the extent 


of it. Did he conſult you on the principle of it? He 


certainly did not, though repeatedly ſolicited. He ſuf- 


fered the laſt Parliament to be diſſolved, he ſuffered you 
all to meet your conſtituents with an affurance, I do not 
ſay his poſitive and declared aſſurance (but by his ſilence 


ce he gave you an implied aſſurance), that no money was to 
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© be advanced to the Emperor in the interval of the diſſolu- 


tion. On the 27th of September you met. Did he give 
you any intimation of his having advanced this money 


before you were called together? Did he give you any 


intimation of it before this very night, when he comes 
before you with his freſh burthens on the people ? Not a 


word!] For this conduct I ſay he ought to be impeached. 
He has had it in his power to conſult you upon this fub- 
« ject long ago, as it was his duty. He has neglected to 


do ſo, by which he has manifeſted a determination to 


diſpoſe of the money of the people of this country without 


conſulting their repreſentatives. 'This is aggravated by 
his not calling parliament together ſooner. If he had 


advanced the money before you met, why did he not tell 
you ſo. What reaſon can be aſſigned for this? In the 


name of. God, what can be ſaid but that the miniſter 
thinks his judgement better than the judgement of the 
repreſentatives of the people of Great Britain ? He has 


ſaid much upon the time on which this money was 


advanced. If he had any intention of advancing this 
money before the diſſolution, why did he not ſtate that 
intention to the laſt Parliament? Or if he found out the 
eber of it RAGE the diſſolution, might he not have 
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* fat ſo to the preſent Parlinment long ago. But he has 
< done it for the purphſe of eſtabliſhing the principle that 
„ miniſters are better judges of the manner in which the 
public money is to be applied, than the reprefentativzs of 
« the peopie. The miniſter ſays that we ſhould be chear- 
„ fa} lending our money to the Emy.cor, became we have 
“ ſeen in the Emperor thoſe heroic que litio 5 which uſually 
« accompa my good faith. Now, ſuppoſing heroiſm to be a 
good criterion of good faith it, i pecuntary concerns, I ſhould 
<« like to try the effect of this mode of re -afonng. Suppolę 
« for a moment that we were in a ſtate of neutrality with 
c regard to the French Republic, and it was propoſed that 
«© we ſhoukd lend money to the French, would the miniſter 
* ſay we mould fend then money? certainly he would not- 
« and yet if good faith in pecuniary engagements was to bg 
„ meaſured by heroic qualities, tliere are none to whom we 
« ihou}d ve more ready to lend our money 3 for of their ya- 
« Jour they have given abundant proofs.” | 
Mr. Fox then proceeded to ſtate the ſituation of the Em- 
peror and the French at this moment, in which he maintain- 
ed that with all the ſucceſſes of the Auſtrians in the latter 
part of the preſent eampaign, another could not be opened 
to more advantage to the Emperor, than he had at the com- 
mencement of the laſt. In this part of his ſpeech he took 
notice of the recent ſucceſſes of the French in Italy, and by 
Way of: amwering the pra lien that were beſtowed on the good 
quglities of the Houſe of Auſtria, he inſtanced the crueltics 
that had been exerciſed on the unfortunate M. la Fayette, 
which he ſaid excited horror all over Europe. 
Ile then proceeded to. obſerve, that the miniſter had that 
# night omitted the brilliant compariſon which he had often 
= 8 between the Englith and the French finances, Ihe 
French had been, week after week, and month after month, 
not on the verge, but in the guiph of bankruptcy. He had 
[7 omitted allo to ſtate that the French had, by becoming the 
4 allies of the Dutch, partaken of the ſlug spiſhneſs of the Hol- 
Janders. He did not know, he ſaid, whether the French | 
had pafled the gulph of bankruptcy ; ; he hoped they had, 
for while they were in it, they were moſt dreadful enemies 
40 this country. But to return to the min iſter's calculation 
of cvents. He had year after year calculated upon the events 
of the War, and year after year the publick had bcen miſled 
by his calculations. At one time he was ſure the navy debt 
would only be a million and an half; after that he calculated 
2he ſame debt at four milliong—then at fix or ſeven millions, 
Vor. I. 1796. 5 - any 
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and now it was ſtated to be above eight millions, What 
ſecuricy had the Houſe and the publick that the miniſter 
would not miſcaiculate in future, as he had already done, in 


the courſe of the preſent war? By his miſcalculations he had 


Added to the debt of this country one hundred and fifty mil- 


lions. By his miſcalculations rivers of human blood had been 
made to flow ail over the world. The miniſter now talked 


of peace; he hoped in God we would ſoon enjoy that blefi- 
ing; but as the miniſter was ſo fond of his own calcula- 


tio Ini he wiſhed he would ſome day or night fit down in hig 
| cloſet and calculate what a ſum of human happineſs he had 
deſtroyed by his falſe: calculations already; what a waſte of 


human life he had occaſioned, becauſe he could not ſooner 


diſcover the French were -6 capable of maintaining the ac. 
cuſtomed relations of peace and amity with other powers.” 


He did not wiſh to diſtreſs the miniſter with any unreaſon- 


able applications, but he believed he ſhould puzzle him a 
good deal were he to aſk at what period the French became 


capable of maintaining the uſual relations of peace and amity 


with other powers more than they could at the moment when 


we entered into this conteſt. 


Mr. Fox took notice of the great difference between the 
miniſters of the Elector of Hanover and thote of the king 
of Great Britain, with reſpect to the prudence of all powers 


making peace with tlie French republic, and on which he 
made many very ſtrong obſerrations He had heard it often 


ſaid that the ſpirit of the people of this country was very 


great. He believed it to be ſo. He gloried in that ſpirit, 
But 5f the ſyſtem on which this war was carried on was to 


be contin: much longer, he had his doubts of the conti- 
nuation of mat fpirit. A great People who ſaw hundreds of 


their fellow-ſubjedts fall, their national debt increaſed 
above one hunted and fifty millions, their credit ſinking; 
the nccaſſaries of life becoming, by their price, almoſt en- 
tirehy out of the reach of che labouring claſs; and all this 

merely becauſe one man, or a few men in the ccuntry made 
falſe calculations, were not likely to preſerve their old ſpirit, 


Such were the evils which the miniſter had already oc. 
oned by his falſe calculations. To theſe charges he hoped. 


the miniſter would have an opportunity of anſwering at the 
bar of the public. He knew that every man who reaſoned 
fairly would be deeply affected by theſe things. Every man 
ho thought dclibefatcly upon the ſubject would mourn over 


the hundreds of thèuſends of human beings who had loſt. 


Weir lives in this conteſt, becauſa the miniſter of this coun- 


try. 
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| try miſcalculated upon the power of the French; and what 


in compariſon with the loſs of ſo many human lives, wa 


triſling, but which, in other reſpects, was mightily important, 


8 


was the accumulation of our buthens. The national debt of 
this country was now above four hundred millions; he had 
not calculated exactiy what proportion of it was owing. 
to this war altogether ; ſtill leſs 'was he able to gueſs what 
part of it was accumulated at particular periods of the war; 
but he was now ready to declare what he had often declared, 
and {till oftener felt, that he thought this war unjuſt in its 


commencement, impolitic in its progreſs, and he believed 


there was not one man of ſenſe in this country, who had any 

8 anxiety for its welfare, who did not from his heart with it 
Was at an end. This he was ſure was the general defire of 
the people of this country. It was the with even of that 


Houſe, or he was ſtrangely deceived. This brought to his 


mind what had been lately publiſhed by a gentleman whoſe | 


talents he always admired, and for whom, notwithſtanding 
every thing that had happened, he had itill great eſteem, he 
meant Mr. Burke; that gentleman had lately pubirſhed it as 


his opinion, that the minority in Parliament {ſpeak the ſenti- 
ments of the people of England at this hour, and that they 
have done fo for ſome time paſt. On the ſubject of the war, 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he had no doubt, but that the minority ſpoke | 
the ſentiments of the people. On the ſubject of the war, 
at leaft, he would maintain that to be the caſe ; he believed 
it to have been fo ever ſince the time of Robeſpierre; but 
he would defy any man to ſhew that this was not the wiſh 
of this country only, but allo that it was not the general with _ 
of all Europe at this hour. He would go further, and ſay, 


that in the opinion of Europe at large, notliing had impeded 


the arrival of general tranquillity for a long time, but the 


opinion of the miniſters of this country. All this aroſe from 


the miſcalculation of the right hon. gentleman ;3 however, 

that very miniſter now talked of peace; but let him conſider 
on what terms they were likely to obtain it, and com- 
pare ſuch terms with thoſe which we might have obtained a 


great while ago, and then let him endeavour to calculate 


the miſchief which his falſe calculations have brought, not 
upon this country merely, but alſo on all Europe. Perhaps 
he might think the Cape of Good Hope an equivalent for all 

we had ſuffered. If he did, neither his humanity nor his 


judgment were to be envied. He was afraid, he ſaid, that 


there was no point to be ſtated in the reſolutions of that 


night that brought in queſtion the propriety of Jending mo- 
i e N 
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uey to the Emperor, without the conſent of parliament, and 


therefore he could not manifeſt, by his vote, his opinion 
upon that ſubject. However, when it ſhould come before 
the Houle, he thould certainly meet it with his direct nega- 


tive, for it was a violent and daring attack on the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution. It was eſſential for the Houſe to come to a vote 


upon the queſtion, whether the miniſter was to be permitted 5 


to apply money for foreign alliances without the conſent of 


parhament or not; and that we ſhould know whether we 


are in a free country, or are mocked only with the name of 


freedom? He ſhould ſay no more now upon that ſubject 3 


of the taxcs he ſhould deliver his opinion hereafter. 
The reſolutions were then put and carried; after which 


the Honſe being reſumed, the report of the committee was. 
ordered to be received the next day. 


Deferred ccommittees of ways and means and ſupply to 
Friday next. 


Ad; Jo urned. 


th. —_— — 


HOUSE OF COMMONS.” 


THURSDAY, December 8. 


1 he commileree on the Quakers' Bill was deferred tall this | 


day = unight. 
BREACH OF PRIVILEGE. | 
The reſolution of the Houſe, declaring that Alexander 
Morris had been guilty of a breach of the privileges of -the 
Houſe, having been read, 
Mr. Grey ſtated, that having heard that be no 


85 gentleman could deny that this breach was one of a noſt 
flagrant nature; yet it was not his intention to aggravate the 


offence, but merely to give it as his opinion, that the Houſe 


could not do leſs than commit the oftender to ſome priſon. 
The duration of the impriſonment would depend upon the 


Houle ; at e he ſhould move, that he be committed to 


The motion was agreed to, and the Sparker was at reſted 


⁰ iſſue the neceflary order. 


Mr. Grey ſaid, that the Houſe had juſt now inn ted on 


7 perſon, who had been guilty of a breach'of privilege, that 
- puniſhment which he deſerved. Yet however great the of- 


fence of that perſon was, it would not be denied that the 
guilt of thoſe who urged him to the commiſſion of it was 


much greater; and it was under this impreſſion, that he meaut 
to ſtate ſuch information as had den nen to him, $ 


in 


+5248 


5 cher he underſtood. perſeetly the nature of the complaints 
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In order that the Houſe might enquire how fir their privi- 
leges had been broken, OT might do away thoſe reports which 


had been in general circulation. The nature of that infor- 


mation was, that Mr. Henry Speck and Captain Bartlett 
were the N who had prevailcd on Alexander Morris 
not to attend, that they had given him a large ſum of money, 
and that \they had carried Aim off to Ireland; that Captain 


Bartlett, on his return, W ent to Morris's wife, and ſaid, 


that on her huſband's coming back he might be committed, 
but that the fees, if ary amounted to sol. or double, 


would be paid by Mr. Thelluſſon. In addition to this, he 


had been informed that Mr. Thelluſſon had given a draft for 
Tool. or 180]. to Mrs. Morris to go to ker huſband. He 
therefore moved that the matte 7 Of this complaint be heard 


at the bar of the Houſe. 

Mr. Thelluffon © d eclared, upon Lis honour, that no. indi- 
vidual, of his family, ha 4 had any communication with Mr. 
Morris. With refoeh to Captain Bartlett, he did not know 


him, but be was certain that he had had no authority to do 
what he had been charged to have done. He declared alſo, 
upon his honour, that Mr. PEN had 10 \ commiſſion to tam- 


per With Mr. Morris. 
Mr. Anffruthe; ſaid, that he was not quite certain whih 8 


1140 


: but, in the way in Which it was ſtate h it amounted to no 


more than a ſuggeſt! on, that ſome offence had been com- 


mitted by ſome perlen. It ſeemed to him, that the ſubject 
| might be matter of future enquiry; but at Preſent it would 


4 4 


14 


| bei ba N to ducnis the eee Te ſupf omg it to be ever 
To preciſe. The committee for trying the merits of the 


Southwark election had reported to the Houſe, that Alexan- 


der M orris had refuſed to obey their ſummons. If he re- 


collected right, it had been Rated, among other reaſons, in 
the petition againſt the laſt Southwark election, that there 


Find 


was a complaint before the Houſe that might affect the fit» 


ting member. Until, therefore, that petition had been de- 


eided upon, it would not be proper to examine the matter of 
wo preſent compla! at, becauſe it might, or might not, cri- 
ninate either the fitting member or the petitioner. He 


would therefore with it to be poſtponed for ſome time, and 


on that accorat would move the previous queſtion. 


The Chanceller of the Hic figur ſaid, he would ſecond the 
amendment, or rather he count wiſh that the honourabls 


gc entleman, wi made the motion, would withdraw it. He 
| thought it eee that the louie could go into an exa- 


mination 


0 


from the reports of others. 
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mination of the complaint till after the deciſion of the elee- 


tion committee, and that, in the mean time, it would be 


improper to interfere b y coming to any determination on the 


ſubjeck o this complaint. which would tend to prejudge the _ 
enquiry which wonld take place | 


before a committee on 
the merits of the election. He wiſhed, the 2TCLOTC, that no 


idra might go forth of che Houſe having pot giren any opi- 


nion on the ſubject. | 


Mr. Grey ſaid, it did feem to kim that it would be proper | 
ta conſider the ſubject before the committees entered into a 
conſideration of the petition, in order that there might be 
no obſtacles to the procuring of proper witneſſes; it was on 
this account that he had brought forward the matter of the 


complaint then, in order that the petitioner might bring before 


the committee what evidence he might deem us be neceſſary; 
he did not, however, with to perſevere agamit what appeared 


to be the icnſe of the Houſe. Before he ſat down he found 


it neceflary to ſay, that when Mr. T bellufion declared, upon 


tis honour, that he had no communication with Alexatidet 


Morris, he was, for his own part, as ready to give implicit 
credit to that declaration as any man in the Houſe. Mr. 


Thelluſſon, however, would do him Juſtice to recollect; 
that he had ſtated nothing from his own information, but 


paint now wouid be attended with f improper inſluence 
upon the committee. 


Mr. Grey's motion, and the motion for the previous queſ- f 


tion were both withdrawn. 
Mr. Grey Nec that it would be proper to diſcharge 


| the order for the aitendance of Mr. Speck and Captain 
Bartlett. | 
"The order for. the attendance of Mr. Speck and Captain 


Bartlett was accordingly diſcharged. = 
Sir E. Knatchbu!l wiſned the tpecial report of the Southe 
wark committee to be read. 


The Chancellor of the Exc hequer wiſhed ſome 98050 to be 


ſtatedfor this motion. IIisobjections to it were ſimilar to what 
he had advanced againſt chat of the honourable gentleman 
| (Mr. Grey), and he thought it would tend to a difcuſhon 
which ought to be deterred for the preſent. | 
The motion was withdrav/n. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice, that on Mon- 
Gay le noight, | in a commutce cf the whole Houſe, he would 
| uae 
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He therefore would withdraw 
his motion, though he did not think the reafons urged _ 
againſt it were f:rong, or that the examination of the com- 


$1 


* . 
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produce a ſtatement of the financial concerns of the Eaſt 


& 4 & 


India Company; and that on W ns ſc'nnight he would 
propoſe the vote of credit. 


Mr. Gre 'y ſaid, that hc underſtood the vote of credit Vas 
taken as ſupply the preceding day. 

The Chancellor of the I'xchequer repliet | in the aſlirmatives 
| but chat! it had not yet been voted. 


MONEY SENT ro 111 1 EMTEROR. 


Mr. Hobart. brought up the report of the committee 
of Ways and N Cans, and the reſolutions were read a Hirſt 
Tine. ä | 
On the motion that the reſolutions be read a ſecond | 
time 0 
MIT. Fox Ry = deli ered h elk nearly to he follow- 
ing effect . It is not my intention on this evening to enter 
into any detailcd argument upon the reſolutions.” Future 
opportunities will occur of diſcuiſing the particulars of which 
they conſiſt, and it is my carneſt with that every. member of 
the Houſe may pay particular attention to the ſubject. to 
which they belong, under a ſtrong conviction that the 
_ greateſt exertions will be neceſſary to put the finances of the 
country in a proper ſituation. But this is not the point to 
Which I propoſe on the preſent evening particularly to call 
| the attention of the Toute. I wiſh them now to attend to 
| the degraded ſituation in winch the Commons of Great 
Britain ftand in relation to the Executive Government of the | 
country. It will be catly perceived that here I allude to the 
15200, oo00l. which has been. granted to the Emperor | by mi- 
niſſters haut cither the previous knowledge or the conſent | 
of parliament, a grant which I contend to be direQly. con- 
trary to poſitive laws, and a flagrant violation of the conſti- 
tution of parliament and of the country. I certainly ſhould 
have expected that ſince tlie honourable gentleman did not 
think it worth his while to acknowledge the Houſe of Com- 
mons before he advanced ſuck a ſum to a foreign power, that 
when he informed them of the circuriſtances he would have 
accompanied 1 it with ſome explanation. But from the mode 
in which the money was given, as well as from the ſpeech 
of the miniſter in opening the budget, I evidently perceive 
| thet the whole a air has been conducted, not for the cor 
venience of minilters, or the advantage which, they might | 
imagine would reſult from it, (chough God knows this 
would have been bad enough) but that it has been done for 
the purpoſe of ing a Precegent in the annals of the con- 


ſtitution, 
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ſtitution, from which the public money is to be undoritood 
as lying at the dipoial, not of the repreſentatives of the 
people, but of the miniſters of the crown, When I went 
bonte laſt nicht and reflected upon the various ſubjects 
witch had paſed under diſcuſfon, I muſt confeſs that I 1 
felt hurt at the idea of having appeared to give my aflent, at 
leaſt at not having poſitively diſſented, from reſolutions 
witch appeared to me fo extremely unconſtit: tional. I con- 
fnidered myſelf as having been guilty of a neglect of duty, 
and as called upon by the relations in which I ſtand to my 
conſtituents, and to the country, to come forward this day 
and enter my proteſt againſt a meaſure which I regard as an 
infringement of the rights of the people, and of tke privilege 
of this Houſe: for J ihould look UPON myſeli as a traitor to 
the public were I to vote one ſhilling, or one man, for the 
fervice of the crown without the conſent of parliament. We 
have been in the practice of hearing, for ſome time paſt, 
very warm and elaborate eulogiums upon the confiitution 
of the country, not. witlutanding all the wounds which it has 
lately received, and Ialways thought that Whatever differences 
of opinion might ſubſiſt upon ſome points, there were others 
on which we were all Were Though we might d liſter in 
tentiment reſpecting the prevalence of power in one branch! 
of the conſtitution over nod? her, and in wh eing preciſe lim 
mits to each, I thought and believed that there was no man 
who would maintain that it was right and proper for the 
Executive power to ufurp the Legiſlative power; or, that it 
was juſt and lawful for the C Crown to ſupercede the oflice of 
Parliament. Let us conſider the nature of the tranſaction e 
ue: Had winiſters, when parliament was not fitting, found 
themſelves called upon by an jmperious ſenſe of duty, die- 
tated by a combination of ur; gent and unforeſeen circum- 
| any w. to grant a certain pecuniary aid to the Emperor, 
and had d they taken the carlieſt © opportunity upon the meeting 
of perlian zent to ſubmit the whole of the buſineſs to its con- 
fideration, then would have been the time for the Houſe to 
paſs a deciſion wpon their conduct, upon a candid and im- 
partial review of the M Nee in wich they wcre placed, 
and the motives by Wich it was fair to ſuppoſe them to have 
been actuated. But the pr 1 5 caſe is wholly different. 
In the courſe of the laſt three months of the 0 parliament 
repeated apphcations were made to em reſpect ting their ir- 
tentions of granting or being pecuniary aitance to 
| the Emperor; and from the ſilence which they perſevered 
In projeringy . it was natural to iner that they would not 
| grant 


dec. s. WOODFALLS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 297 


grant ſuch aſſiſtance without the previous concurrence of 
parliament. In fact, however, we find that a great part of 


the money given to his Imperial Majeſty has been granted 


without that concurrence, not during the parliamentary re- 
ceſs, but when parhament was aCtually fitting. If parha- 


ment had not been fitting, and miniſters had thought 


it prudent to grant pecuniary aſſiſtance to the Em- 


peror, I ſay it ought to have been aſſembled for 


the purpoſe of celiberating upon it; but when par- 
liament was fitting, in God's name why were they not 
conſulted? Was it becauſe miniſters were afraid that the 


Houſe wanted confldence in them? The whole courſe of 
their experience taught them the contrary. No! It was 


becauſe the Honourable gentleman thought himſelf a better 
judge of the propriety of the time, and the extent of giving 


uch aſſiſtance, than the Houſe of Commons. I ſhall not 


: diſpute with him at preſent, whether he was or not. The 


Conſtitution ſays, he was not, and under this authority he 
was bound to act. The conſtitution ſays, that the publick 


money is at the diſpoſal, not of the crown, but of parlia- 


ment, and that therefore he had no right to diſpoſe of ſuch. 
2 ſum without the conſent of parliament. I do not argue 
dhe point of his ſuperior knowledge or his ſuperior wiſdom, 
I think it fairer to ſtand upon authority, and when the con- 


ſtitution ſpeaks preciſely, as it does upon this point, he nor 


no other man has a right to reſiſt its will. The queſtion 


now is not, whether the conſtitution be good or bad, whe- 


ther this be a wiſe or unwiſe arrangement; it has its adran- 5 
tages, and it no doubt may have its inconveniencies; but it 


was his duty as the miniſter of a free conſtitution, to adhere 
to the principles which it has laid down, and to the rules 
which it has preſcribed, the firſt and moſt important of which 


1s, that the diſpoſal of the public money 1s veſted, not in the 


king, but in the people. When he violated the fundamen- 
tal principle, and infringed this ſacred law, what elſe can 
li infer than a defire to-6ftabliſh a precedent againſt the con- 


ſtitution. The circumſtances which have accompanied the 
_ tranſaction juſtify the inference which I draw. I find 


from the accounts upon the table, that a conſi- 


derable part of the ſum was iſſued in November 


laſt; how then does the matter ſtand? Miniſters 
finding themſelves called upon to lend "omg aid to 
e 


the Emperor during the receſs, the meaſure, 


ad of 


being laid before parliament immediately upon its meet - 


ang was ſtudiouſly concealed for tho purpoſe of NE! 4 
* J. Bae 0: 
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a precedent in the hiſtory of the country to be made 


known to Great Britain and to the world, that the diſpoſal 


of the public money is no longer in the hands of the Houſe 


of Commons but that it is in the hands of the crown. We 
heard ſomething like an apology yeſterday from the honour- 


able gentlemen, which, to me, appeared as unſatisfaftory 


as the conduct which it was brought forward to juſtify is 
_ unconſtitutional. It conſiſted of two parts: in the firſt 


| place, that parliament was not ſo good a jndge of the 


amount of the aſſiſtance to be granted to the Emperor as the 
| honourable gentleman 3 and, ſecondly, that from the diſ- 


cuſſions to which the publicity of the tranſaction would lead, 


. conſiderable miſchief might have taken place. With reſpe& 


to the firſt, it takes the point at iſſue for granted, by fuppo- 


; ſing that an abſolute is preferable to a limited Monarchy, 
and that our free conſtitution would be much better were it 


transformed into a deſpotiſm. As to the danger to be 
apprehended from the publicity of the tranſaction, the 
pretence may be uſed upon other occaſions as well as upon - 
this, till at laſt we come to the old exploded argument, that 
the money of the people ought to be veſted with the king's 
miniſters, and not with their own repreſentatives. In ſhort, 
the honourable gentleman tells you that he did not think it 
worth while to ,acknowledge you at all in the matter, 


becauſe you were neither fit judges of the propriety: of the 


quantum or of the period for granting the money. He 
takes care, however, that you ſhall finally be informed of it; 
but when? When it comes to be paid. Let us fee alſo. 
from what funds this loan has been raiſed. One part of it 
has been raiſed upon a vote of credit, and another part has 
been taken from the money voted for paying the extraordi- 


naries of the year, and of courſe certain ſervices of which 
parliament approved, and for which it made proviſion, 
remain unpaid. In what fituation then is the Honſe of 
Commons placed? if they refuſe to make good a debt, 


which I hope and.truſt they will, a part of the publick ſer- 
vice will remain in arrears. They are reduced thereſore to 
this dilemma, either to diſcharge a debt, in contracting 
which they were not acknowledged, and for which they are 


not reſponſible, or by refuſing to difcharge it to leave ſervi- 


ces which were ſanctioned by their approbation unpaid. 


When we look back, Sir, ole cannot help obſerving a 


peculiar train of proceeding, For the firſt time the Budget 
was opened this ſeaſon before the extraordinaries of the army 


| were voted. I know the reaſon that is given for it is, that 


. 0 
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the Budget was opened uncommonly early in the ſeaſon” 1 
would remind the Houſe, however, that it was opened laſt 
year on the 7th of December as well as this year, (with this 
difference, that laſt year parliament had not ſitten ſo long 
before it) and yet the extraordinaries of the army were voted 
previous to the opening of the budget. This ſeaſon the 
account was net ſo much as produced till the day of the 
opening of the budget, more ſtrongly to mark the precedent, 


and that it may be ſaid in future times, that in 1796 the 


' miniſter of the country, after having of his own accord 


granted a loan to the Emperor without the conſent of parlia- 


ment, did not deign even to inform them of it upon their 


meeting; nay, that he had kept back the account of the 


extraordinaries of the year, leſt the Houſe of Commons, by 
ſanctioning or conniving at the meaſure, might in the leaſt 
have weakened the precedent. When I am upon this ſubject, 
1 cannot refrain from remarking alſo, that laſt night, for 
the firſt time, we heard that the country was at war with 


Spain. - Thoſe (as moſt gentlemen are) who are in the habit 


of reading the papers may have ſeen that it is ſome months 
ſince it was proclaimed; that letters of marque have been 
iſſued, and that it has been announced by the Lord Leiu- 
| tenant of Ireland; in ſhort, it is only in their capacity as 
members of parliament that they did not know it till laſt 
night. I am aware that this may be defended upon the 
ſcore of right, and that the perogative of declaring war is 
veſted in the crown. But how far it is gracious not to announce 
the exerciſe of that right to the Houſe of Commons is 
another queſtion, eſpecially when it is recollected that the 


miniſters of the crown are ſo little ſcrupulous about en- 


trenching upon the rights of the people. To return, 
| however, to the immediate ſubject of diſcuſſion. Were I 
to put the queſtion to any man who is at all acquainted with 
the conſtitution of the country , when expences are to be 
: 28 who are the beſt judges of the propriety of incur- 


em He would anſwer, the Commons of Great 


| Britain, And were to add, when the propriety of incurring” 


certain expences is decided, who are the beſt judges of the 
extent to which they ought to be incurred? He would not 
heſitate alſo to reply, the Commons of Great Britain. 


When we give up theſe two ſtrong holds the conſtitution is 
loſt. What then are we to think of the miniſter who wreſts 
them out of our poſſeſſion, or what will be ſaid by future 


hiſtorians of that parliament which tamely gave them up 


Rene one TOY e of remonſtrance or one threat of defi- 


a "Hows _ ance? 
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ance ? It is true that the Houſe have ſo far relaxed from 


the rigorous exerciſe of their prlvilege as to give a vote of 
credit to the miniſter that he may be enabled to meet unfor- 
ſeen emergencies. This, however, was always to a limited 
extent, but in the preſent inſtance hc thought that we were 


as little qualified to judge of the extent of the aſſiſtance to 


be given to the Emperor, as of the propriety of giving it. 
He cannot ſurely pretend that by twiſting any vote of the 


laſt Parliament he was at liberty to ſend pecuniary ſuccours 


to the Emperor. —Notwithſtanding the obſequiouſneſs of 
that parliament, notwithſtanding all the wounds which it 
gave the conſtitution, and notwithſtanding all the evils 


Which it has entailed upon the country, I much doubt 
whether it would have ſanCtioned a propoſal for giving ano— 


ther loan to the Emperor. With regard to this parliament 
1 hope it will vindicate its own dignity and importance at 


the outſet, and ſhew the miniſters of the country that if 
they be adviſers of the meafures of the crown, the Houſe of 


Commons are the guardians of the public purſe. If, on the other 


hand, they patiently acquieſce in the moſt daring encroach- 


ments upon their rights, what figure will they make in 

hiſtory, or how will they anſwer to their country for thofe 
lüberties which they have wantonly ſacrificed at the ſhrine 
of unprincipled ambition? The honourable gentleman laſt 


night expreſſed a hope that parliament would continue their 
confidence, but J hope he did not mean by this that they 


will allow him to go on diſpoſing of the money of the coun- 
try without their conſent, or if he does, I earneſtly hope 


that in this, at leaſt they will diſappoint his expectations. 


On the preſent evening I ſhall think it my duty to take the 


ſenſe of the Houſe upon every queſtion, whether of ſupply : 
or of ways and means, and if I ſucceed I fhall move on an 


early. day that his majeſty's miniſters in granting a loan to 


the Emperor without the conſent of parliament, have been 


guilty of à high crime and miſdemeanor. If, however, the 


Houſe ſhall not think proper to agree with me on this 


evening, I ſball defer that motion, conceiving that it would 


not be attended with ſucceſs. I hope, however, that in 


this caſe the ſubject will be taken up out of doors; that the 


people will, in every part of the country, expreſs their 
abhorrence of the doctrine laſt night delivered by the 
honourable. Gentleman, and that the Houſe of Commons 
Will be obliged (I do not mean by force, but by the voice of 


the country) to aſſert thoſe rights which they have tamely 
and puſillanimouſly ſurrendered. For my own part, I __ 


e 5 
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fider this as a more ſerious attack upon the eonſtitution of 
the country, than what was conveyed through the writings 
of Paine, or of any man whatever. The nature of a libel 
is explained by its tendency, to bring the conſtitution and 
government into contempt. Were I, ſaid Mr. Fox, upon 
a jury, deciding upon any compoſition containing the ſpeech 
of the right honourablc gentleman laſt night, I would not 
| heſitate a moment to pronounce it a hbel upon the conſtitu- 
tion: for if the doctrines laid down in it are conſtitutional, 
ours is a molt vile and deteſtable conſtitution, Even after 
all the attacks which have been made upon it, and all the 
wounds which it received, we ſhould have ſtill ſhed our 
blood it its defence; but, if this new defalcation is to be 
added to what we were formerly robbed of, I ſhould with | 
to know what there is left to intereſt our feelings, or to 
_ excite our exertions? This will, indeed, be an incalculable 
addition to all the woes and calamities which the war has 
induced; and if, after what we have loſt in money, in 
reputation, and in blood, we are alſo to ſubmit to this 
oppreſhon, the Houſe of Commons is no longer to be conh- 
dered as a branch of the conſtitution; and there will be 
little in our government to diſtinguiſh it from that of ab- 
f r og rent, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, {aid in reply “ Thoſe who 
never before had an opportunity to hear the ſpeeches which the. 
honourable gentleman had been accuſtomed to pronounce, and 
of obſerving the line of argument which he has been accuſtomed. 
to employ upon every public queſtion which has been agitated. 
in this Houſe, would certainly have ſuppoſed upon the. 
preſent occaſion that this day, for the firſt time in his life, 
the honourable gentleman had felt real alarm for the liberties 
and conſtitution of his country, and for the firſt time a point 
had occurred fo intimately connected with the preſervation 
or their political rights, that in the caſe of a deciſion hoſtile 
to the opinion which he holds, it is to be vindicated by 
nothing leſs than an appeal to the people. But it has. 
| happened to thoſe who have often had occaſion to attend to 
the honourable gentieman, to have heard the ſame danger 
repreſented, and the ſame conſequences applied. It is not. 
once, twice, or three times that the honourable gentleman 
| has reprobated with the ſame emphaſis, ſtigmatiſed with the 
ſame epithets, and denounced as pregnant with ruin to the 
liberties of the country---meaſures which it had been thought 
neceſſary to bring forward, and which the wiſdom of parlia- 
ment had thought proper to adopt; nor is it now the firſt 
time that the honourable gentleman and thoſe who ſet near 
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him have made a ſtand behind the laſt dike of the conſtitution. 
It 1s not the firſt, the ſecond, nor the third time, I repeat, 


that upon points which a great majority of the Houſe and of 
the country had deemed to be connected with the preſervation 


of their deareſt intereſts, the honourable gentleman has raiſed 
de cry of alarm, and in which he has affected to ſee the 
cownfall of the conſtitution, and the deſtruction of our li- 
derties. Not many months even have elapſed fince the ho- 
20urable gentleman ſtated with the ſame confidence, and urg- 


ed with the ſame fervour, that the liberties of England were 


annihilated, and its conſtitution gone, if certain bills then 


pending paſſed into law, laws under which, I will venture 
to affirm, that a vaſt majority of the people of this country 
agree that the ſubſtantial bleſſings of their free government 
have been preſerved, and the defigns of our real enemies 


have hitherto been fruſtrated. Nay, not many hours have 
elapſed ſince the honourable gentleman gave a two month's 


notice of his intention to move the repeal of thoſe acts 
which he once repreſented as a grievance under which he 


could not ſleep. There is, indeed ſomething ſtriking, ſome- 
thing peculiarly ſingular, in the manner in which this new 
_ conſtitutional light has broken in upon the honourable gen- 
tleman. This declaration of mine, which has infuſed ſo 
deadly an alarm into the mind of the honourable gentleman, 


this declaration by which the conſtitution is annihilated, 


was made yeſterday! This declaration is admitted to 
have been made in a way the moſt clear and diſ- 


tinct, indeed ſo clear as to magnify the danger, and to ag- 


gravate the offence. This declaration, which he now feels. to 
be fo fatal to the liberties of the country, ſo repugnant to 


the principles of the conſtitution, as to render it incumbent 


upon him to make it the ground of an extraordinary proceed- 
ing, and the reaſon of ſignal animadverſion againſt me, did 
not yeſterday ſtrike him as of ſo much importance as imme- 


diately to call him up! It did not inſpire with any particular 
ſenſation*his honourable friend near him (Mr. Grey,) a gen- 


tleman by nature not free from jealouſy, and of a vigilance 
which it was not eaſy to elude—it had not however drawn 
from him the ſmalleſt remark of any kind that could expoſe 
the danger with which it was pregnant, or betray the teel- 


ling with which he is inſpired. It never diſturbed the ſe- 


renity of his temper, though perhaps. not the leaſt liable to 
irritation, nor had it prevented him from laying before the 


Houſe the details of his various calculations with the moſt 


calm and placid equanimity, the very moment after he had 
SES 155 N witneſſed 


Dec. s.] —WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 353 


witnefled the death-wound of the conſtitution | After an in- 


terval of debate it deranged none of the calculations of the 
honourable gentleman, it had not driven out of his head his 


reaſonings of the three per cents. nor his remarks upon the 
navy debt, a fingle circumſtance of objection which the ſur- 
vey of the ſubject had preſented, nor had it deterred him from 


allowing the reſolutions to be carried with an unammous | 


yote. But after the honourable gentleman had flept upon 


this ſubject he diſcovers that the ſpeech which he yeſterday 
heard with ſo much indifference, contains principles of ſuch 
_ dreadful tendency, and threatens conſequences of ſuch fatal 
operation, as to lead him to propoſe not merely a cenſure of 

the doctrine, not the reprobation of the particular meaſure, 
not merely the puniſhment of the perſon by whom it was | 
uttered, but which would induce him in the firſt inſtance to 
take revenge for the error or the guilt of a miniſter, by giving 


his negative to the whole reſolutions, which have no relation 


to the declaration, nor to the meaſure upon which it was 
founded, which would prompt him to ſuſpend thoſe 
{ſupplies which will give authority to the negociations | 
for peace, or in caſe of being reduced to that alternative, 
give energy to the operations of War; that would induce _ 
him to tell the enemy by the very next poſt, by which the 
unanimous determination of parliament to provide for every 


fituation is conveyed, that the Houſe of Commans had in- 
terfered to ſtop the effect of their former deciſion, had ſuſ- 


pended the means that were to add weight to the exertions 
ol the executive government, and at fo critical a moment of 


the negociation had committed the intereſts of this countr 
and her allies, and flattered the hopes and raifed the pre- 


tenfions of the enemy. Such is the length to which the pro- 
poſition of the honourable gentlemen goes. It is not to re- 
medy the imputed crime which has been committed, nor to 
guard againſt the chance of its occurring in future, but it is 
calculated to derange every meaſure which may be in train 


and to diſappoint every deſign that may be in contemplaton. 


I cannot, however, but hope, that when the honourable' 


gentleman has viewed the ſubject with more conſideration, 


when he has again ſlept upon his wrath, he will recur to that 
_ coolneſs which he firſt experienced, and that his vehemence 
and his alarm will ſubſide. But whether the honourable . 
gentleman is to be deterred by the proſpect of the dangers 


which muſt ariſe from the meaſure which he propoſes, at 


leaſt, I cannot doubt that it will have its jull weight with the 


Beate. 
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Houſe. The honourable gentleman ſays, that if he ſucceed 
in his prefent motion, he will move the Houſe againſt his 
majeſty's miniſters for the part they have acted upon this 


_ occaſion. There is one thing that I will entreat of the 


Honourable gentleman, and he may be aſſured it is the only 


ſupplication that I willadd reſs to him upon this ſubject, and 
it is, that if he can prove to the Houſe that I have violated 
the conſtitution, and committed the crime of which he ac- 
cuſcs me, he will not defer a ſingle moment to take the ſtep 


which he has threatened ; that he will confine his efforts to 
that object, and that he will not combine with the vengeance 


he purſues, a meaſure that involves the ruin of his country. 


Let the puniſhment deſtined for miniſters light upon them 


alone, and let the confequencesof the meaſures which they em- 


_ ployed, to avert the dangers which threatened their country; 


the meaſures which they adopted for the ſafety, for the ſal- 
vation of Europe, reſt upon themlelves. This much I ad- 


preſs to the honourable gentleman, not for perſonal. con- 


ſiderations, nor do J intreat the boon as a matter of perſo- 
nal indulgence. If it be refuſed by him, I hope at leaſt that 


the Houſe will be actuated by more moderate feelings, and 
guided by wiſer maxims. The reſt of the honourable gen- 
tleman's propoſitions, and the point of his obſervations, 
are fo excluſively confined to myſelf, that I am at a loſs in 
what way to proceed, or whether I ought to treſpaſs upon 
the Houſe with any remarks upon them, fince the ſubject 
is intended for a more full diſcuſſion. I cannot however re- 
frain from expoſing the ſtrange and extraordinary miſrepre- 
ſentations which the honourable gentleman has given of the 
general queſtion upon which he builds the concluſion of cri- 


minality, and I cannot doubt that when the Houſe perceive 


the foundation upon which the accuſation is raiſed, they will 
be able to judge of the effect that ought to be given to the 


others with which it was complicated. 'Fhe honourable 
_ gentleman ſtated the general principle which conſtituted the 
chief ſecurity of our liberties—the power of controuling the 
publick expenditure ; and I hope there is little difference of 
opinion upon this ſubject. The honourable gentleman ſays, 


that if there is one thing ſure in the conſtitution, it is this, 
and if it be vielated he maintains that the people ſtill poſſeſs 


| the means of obtaining redreſs. After the repreſentations 


which the Houſe have heard upon the dilapidations which 
the conſtitution had ſuffered, and the invaſions which had 
been committed upon the publick liberties, they may Judge 


Sen 
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of the reality of the danger which is now threatened, when 


it is even admitted that reſources ſtill are left by which 
it may be oppoſed. Although the general principle which 


the honourable gentleman ſtates as the eſſence of the freedom 


of the conſtitution be admitted, it cannot be diſputed that 
it is ſubject to limitation. At every period ſince the com- 


mencement of thoſe to which we refer for the pure 
practice of the conſtitution; in the beſt and moſt glorious 


Zras in the hiſtory of our government, the principle of ex- 


traordinaries has been received, not merely for individual 
expences, but recognized upon general views. It has pre- 
valled under every adminiſtration, even thoſe, with which 
the honourable gentleman was connected; during the three 
laſt reigns, and in the moſt approved periods of liberty and 
the conſtitution. The honourable gentleman then holds this 
principle without exception, while the practice of every go- 
vernment proves that it was always limited, and his whole 


argument is applicable to all the extraordinaries that ever 


were voted by parliament. It is impoſſible, therefore, that 
the honourable gentleman could have correctly ſtated, I can 
hardly believe that he has fincerely ſtated, this argument, 
- which his experience muſt diſavow, and his knowledge muſt 
inform him is neither conſiſtent with the principles of the 
_ conſtitution, nor with its practice at periods which deſerve 
do be followed as examples. But though I am here arguing 


upon general points, the queſtion in reality comes within a 


narrow compaſs. The honourable gentleman chuſes to over- 
lock in one inſtance what he alludes to in another part of his 


ſpeech. Did it never occur to him that parliament had 


ſometimes committed to his majeſty, not new, but ſpecial 
powers, which ſuperſeded all general queſtions. In, reality 


this diſcretionary power is expreſsly committed to his ma- 


jeſty. Before I fit down, I intend to move that his Majeſty's 
meſſage of the 8th December laſt year ſhould be read, and 
| likewiſe the act, granting a vote of credit. From this it 
will appear that a power was given to his Majeſty to apply 


the ſum contained in the vote of credit as the exigencles of 
the ſtate might require. Suppoſe the caſe, which will not 


be a leſs ſuitable illuſtration, becauſe it approaches the fact, 
that powers had been conferred to give that aſſiſtance to the 
allies. of this country, which our own intereſt and the cir- 
cumſtances of their fituation required, can any man doubt 
that the miniſter, who ſhould have heſitated to iſſue that ſum, 


which, granted, might have enabled our allies to maintain 
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their own cauſe, and to defend the fafety of Europe, and 
ho ſhould. have allowed the enemies of Auſtria to com- 
| plete her deſtruction by withholding a ſeaſonably ſupply, 
would have been a traitor to his country, and would have 
merited the ſevereft puniſhment. The vote of credit laſt year 
does actually inveſt the executive government with a diſcre> 
tionary power of applying the ſums granted in a manner that 
| beſt might ſuit the publick exigencies, and the money applied 
to the ſervice of the Emperor is within the amount of the 
grant. I do not mean to fay that the diſcretion thus veſted 
in the Crown is abſolute and independent of the controul of 
parliament, or that the miniſter ws exerciſes it in an impro- 
per manner is exempted from eenſure ; but in what manner 1 
: underftand this limitation, I will ſtate when I am called upon 
to make my defence. Whatever be the iſſue of the diſcuſ- 
- fon, I cannot forbear obſerving, even at the riſk of incurring 
the imputation of arrogance, that I would rather be convict- 
ed of having acted a principal part in the meaſure of grant- 
ing a ſupply by which the ſalvation of Auſtria was ſecured, 
and the independence of Europe was maintained, than be ac- 
. quitted for withholding that aid, by which the cauſe of our 
. allies was facrificed, and the general interefts of mankind 
compromiſed. At preſent, however, the queſtion is not, 
whether the conduct of his Majeſty's miniſters was proper 
or improper ? Whether they were entitled to praiſe or de- 
. ferving of puniſhment ? — The Houfe have now to determine, 
- whether they announce to France that the fupplies of the year 
are to be ſtopped, and the exertions of the executive power 
ſuſpended ? Whether at a moment of ſuch critical import- 
| ance we are to be reduced to the unhappy ſituation when we 
can neither proſecute the negociation with that weight which 
zs calculated to enſure a favourable iſſue, nor prepare for war 
with an energy which can afford the proſpect of ſucceſs to 
our exertions? 09 e „ 
Une meſſage of the 8th December laſt year, and the words 
of the act granting the vote of credit, were read at the 
Mr. Fox ſtated in explanation, that he had only ſaid that 
. extraordinaries were in ſome meaſure inevitable, but were 
an evil that might not be extended beyond the neceſſity, and 
- that it was criminal to reſort to this expedient when other 
means might be employed. ERS e «> 
Sir William Pulteney ſaid, that he, as well as ſeveral 
others, had been very much ſtruck with the manner in * 5 
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theſe advances had been made to the Emperor, and he had 


no heſitation in pronouncing it to be highly unconſtitutional. 
The honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had objected to the 


general practice of thoſe oppoſite to him, of repreſenting. 
Every meaſure as fraught with danger, but this argument 
would not do. It was not enough to ſay that gentlemen had 
_ cried out when there was no danger; when real danger was 


perceived, it was the duty of the Houſe to attend with care, 


The eſſence of the freedom which the conſtitution ſecured, 
was the right of controuling ſupplies, which the Houſe of 
Commons poſſeſſed. It was true that extraordinaries were 
neceſſary, but that ve fact did not apply to this parti- 
cular caſe. If miniſters were to take upon them to difpoſe 
of money in this manner the conſtitution was ruined and 
gone; the controul of Parliament would be a mere phantom. 
Surely it never was intended that ſubſidies to foreign powers 
ſhould be ſupplied by a vote of credit. New circumſtances 
might doubtleſs occur to render it proper for miniſters to 
_ exerciſe their diſcretion, but here the circumſtances were 
foreſeen, they even exiſted, conſequently they might have been 
laid before parliament. The difcovery that this ſum had 


been advanced came out in a very ſuſpicious manner indeed, 


It could no longer be concealed. It came under the head of 

extraordinaries, and the circumſtances could not but be diſ- 
covered as ſoon as they were produced. There ſeemed to 
| have been a deſire of concealing the fact as long as poſſible, 


and a diſcloſure was only compelled by neceſſity. He could 
not, however, go the length of ſtopping the ſupplies, though 
ne was of opinion that a very ſtrong mark of cenſure e e 


to be infficted by the Houſe. The honourable gentleman 


ſaid that there were qualifications to the general principle, 
and that miniſters were allowed to exerciſe their diſcretion, 


This was no doubt true, and the honourable gentleman 
| himſelf had exerciſed this diſcretion in the caſe of the Dutch 


armament in a manner that met his approbation. But 


there was nothing like it in this caſe. It was ſaid that the 
rate of Exchange would have riſen had the remittance to 
the Emperor been known; but ſtill that was no reaſon for 
miniſters to take upon them to exercife the functions which 
| belonged to parliament, Beſides, inftead of a bad effect in 
| being known, it would have produced an effect favourable 


10 this country and her allies. It would have raiſed the 


| ſpirit of our allies, and diſcouraged the enemy, who were 


elated with the proſpect that this country was to give no 


affiſtance to Auſtria, He was very glad that the ſubject had 
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been brought forward in the way it had been done, and he 
| hoped that the Houſe would never witneſs in future a fimilar 
violation of the principles of the conſtitution. The im- 


menſe Navy Debt which had been contracted, in his opinion, 


proved great miſmanagement and want of foreſight in that 


department. It appeared that great abuſes prevailed in the 


tranſport. ſervice ; and the Houſe ought ſeriouſly to enquire _ 
into the cauſes which had occafioned the ſhameful prodi= 
_ gality which had been obſerved, and endeavour to provide a 
r 5 FCC 
Mr. Grey ſaid, Sir, after the truly conſtitutional ſpeech which 
I have heard from the honourable baronet, I ſhould not 
have thought it neceſſary to have troubled the Houſe with _ 
any obſervations, if I had not conceived myſelf particularly 
called upon by ſome remarks which have fallen from 


the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as to my not having ex- 


preſſed my diſapprobation of the meaſure he laſt night de- 
clared he had adopted. Sir I have often had occaſion to 
apologize to the Houſe for omiſſions, and I certainly omit- 
ted, on the laſt night, many things which I ought to have 
| Rated: but the Chancellor of the Exchequer will do me 
the juſtice to refer to what has been my language in the 
cCourſe of the laſt ſeſſions. He will be obliged to confeſs _ 
that I have repeatedly queſtioned him on the ſubject, an 
that I have aſked him, whether he had advanced money to. 

the Emperor of Germany; and I then ſtated, that if he vio- 

lated the conſtitution of the country, by giving money to the 

Emperor without the conſent of parliament being previ- 


ouſly obtained, I ſhould certainly bring forward an accuſa- 


tion againſt him. The honourable gentleman has mentioned 
that this was not the firſt, ſecond, or third time, that myſelf _ 
and my honourable friend have ſtated the conſtitution to be 
_ deſtroyed ; for my own part, I believe it is not confined to 
the tenth time that the liberties of the country have been in- 
vaded by the violence and treachery of Wini leis If it had 
not been the caſe, and if it did not continue to be the caſc, 
we ſhould not, Sir, be now debating the queſtion, whether 
ſuch a meaſure, as the miniſter has adopted, was legal, but we 
ſhould decide it by bringing him at once to trial and puniſh= 
ment; for, Sir, I aſſert, if ſuch an act is lawful, then is 
there no law or conſtitution in England, of which an Eng- 
liſhman ought to boaſt. Sir, IJ cannot conceal my indigna- 


tion, whenl ſtate to you the conduct of the miniſter durin 


— — 


the laſt parliament with reſpect to the Auſtrian ſubſidy. At 
the period when 1 enquired whether any money ha _ 
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ſent to the Emperor, it was a time of temporary embarraſſment, 
when the ſituation of the country required every attention; 
at that time, when the miniſter gave every ſolemn aſſurance 


that no advance had been made to Auſtria, at that very 


time there had been nearly the ſum of fourteen hundred 
thouſand pounds remitted to the Emperor. Sir, the honour- 
able gentleman has ſaid ſomething about my vigilance on 


this ſubject. Without attempting to praiſe my own endea- 


- vours, I hope, I may be allowed to doubt, whether, without that 
vigilance, we ſhould have ever heard any thing at all from 
the miniſter himſelf. Unleſs it was his intention to deceive, 
Why did he (if I may ſo expreſs myſelf) depart from the 
uſual courſe of his irregularities ? Why take this unuſual 
courſe? Why conceal from us the ſum advanced to the Em- 
peror until we were informed of it, and then only partially 
and retroſpectively, by the right honourable gentleman the 


preceding day? Why, in ſhort, conceal the army ex- 


traordinaries, it not to eonceal the taking money out of 
the pockets of the people? I am aware the right honour- 
able gentleman will reſt his deience on the general prin- 
cCiple of the army extraordinaries : That he will tell us a 
caſe of real exigency is a caſe that muſt and ought to ſuper- 
ſede the inferior demands of ceconomicat or even legiſlative 
prudence, But let us tell that gentleman, that no financial 
_ exigency can be paramount to the conſtitution 3 that no 


duty is ſo ſacred as the maintenance of it. True its moſt 


vital parts have been attacked, and their vigour eſſentially 

_ crippled and deſtroyed. But it is nevertheleſs incumbent 
on the real friends of order, to uphold what remains of it, 
and ſtruggle for the reſtoration of ſuch of its fundamental, 
elementary attributes, as have been either ſubverted or abuſ- 
ed. The exiſtence of the conſtitution in fact depends on 
the vigilance and attention beſtowed by a diſcerning Houſe | 
of Commons on the acts of miniſters. Such a Houſe of Com- 
mons will not be ſatisfied, on great conſtitutional queſtions, 
with pompous declamatory denunciations of the oppoſers of 
miniſterial arrogance, of the foes of miniſterial profuſion. 


It will not be ſatisfied with retroſpective and unconſtitu- 


tional meaſures of any kind; but will in every ſituation 
evince, by the conduct of its meaſures, that there ſtill is a 
barrier to encroachment, a line beyond which, not even 


his majeſty's miniſters can extend their predatory efforts. In 


the preſent caſe, it cannot for a moment be argued, that it 


was not the duty of miniſters to come to parliament with 
a ſpecific propoſition, ſoliciting the advice and concurrence 


of the repreſentatives of the people, before the money of the 
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people was applied, in a way that muſt ſubject them to be 


_ aſſeſſed with new and extraordinary burdens. That the 


8 money was thus applied is evident. That the con- 
ſtitution was infringed is equally ſo. But the right honour- 
able gentleman will tell us, that granting our principle to 


be a fundamental principle of the conſtitution, there yet is 
an exception to that, as well as to all general rulcs. He 


indeed has told us that the ſum advanced to the Emperor 
was advanced under circumſtances, and at a time when it 
was neceſſary that the exception ſhould be adopted. Thus 
he takes the exception, and argues from the neceſſity of the 
_ caſe. We might, in the fame way, at once give an unlimit- 
ed vote of credit to miniſters. Perhaps the right honourable 
gentleman will next tell us, that any account of the diſburſe- 


ment of the army extraordinaries might thus be avoided. So 
it might. But extraordinaries ſuited his former principle. 
There was, however, a time when the right honourable gen- 


tleman could have called ſuch an exception, as he has this 


night adopted, paltry; a time when he was an enthuſiaſt in 
the cauſe of liberty, an œconomiſt, and a reformer. In the 


year 1782 this circumſtance of extraordinaries would, by the 
right honourable gentleman, be ſpoken of and reprobated as 


an evil which could not be too jealouſly watched, as an in- 
fringement ever to be reſiſted, as a principle fit only to be 


deſtroyed. Theſe avowedly were his ſentiments of that 
tTpecies of miniſterial chicanery; inſomuch, that immediately 
after he was made a miniſter, the Houſe was called upon by 
a ſpeech from the throne, to watch with jealouſy, and re- 


pel with dignity every ſuch attempt to dilapidate and in- 
fringe the conſtitution. The extraordinaries being thus 
formally and ſolemnly made the ſubject of a ſpeech from the 
throne, it is not a little remarkable that the minifter him. 


| ſelf has adopted the exception, inſtead of the principle, 


But, ſays the honourable gentleman, would a generous na- 
tion, a munificent Houſe of Commons, ſubmit a vote of 


tredit to theſe narrow ſubdiviſions? Would they be ſo ſpe- 
cious and ſo finiſter as to conſtrue it in ſuch a narrow way? 


It is the right honouravle gentleman who has ſpeciouſly frit- 


tered away the laws, who has attempted by a ſort of ſpecial 


pleading, to deprive us of our liberties. A certain ſym un- 


der the authority of an act of parliament was given to his 


Majeſty for the ſervice of the year 1796. The application of 
the ſum was reſtricted to certain purpoſes. It was to be ap- 
plied in ſuch a way as the exigencies of affairs might require, 

but it was meant proſpectively, not retroſpeCtively. - 8 = 
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4 pProve to the Houſe that the ſum then granted has been uſed 
1 retroſpectively, inſtead of proſpectively. On the 31ſt of 
13 December, 1795, 150,000]. was given to Col. Craufurd. 
Thus the vote of credit granted to His Majeſty in 1796 had 
had a retroſpective operation. It evidently went to liquidate 
the ſum. I am certain the honourable gentleman is abſtract- 
_ edly of opinion, that any approbation, ſuch as he has made 
of that vote of credit, is an unconſtitutional approbation. 
But the honourable gentleman could not defend himſelf on 
the vote of credit. Nor indeed I think, that the laſt parlia- 
ment ſervile and obſequious as it was, that parliament, which 
took more from the liberties of the people than any parlia- 
ment ever exiſted; No! that parliament could not have in- 
tended, could not have conſidered that vote of credit as con- 
veying unlimitted power to miniſters. Many and monftroug 
have been the acts which the preſent miniſters have perform- 
cd, in direct repugnance of the conſtitution, in open viola- 
tion of its ſpirit and of its laws; but none of their acts went 
ſo directly to deſtroy the conſtitution as this act. But, ſays 
the honourable gentleman, will you fetter the hands of go- 
- vernment ? Will you evince to the enemy a want of reli- 
ance in the wiſdom and prudence of the executive? Will 
you proclaim to Europe, that the parliament of Great Britain 
Hts in ſolemn majeſty only to deliberate on a neceſſary ſub- 1 
ſidy, only to diſcuſs a meaſure of exigency, when a nego- "I 
eiation is pending, when our national dignity ought to be 
aſſerted and maintained? He will tell us that the enemy 
would be likely to take advantage of our jealouſy, and appor- 
tion the extent of their demands to our apparent neceflities. 
But, Sir, it would not be a ſign of our poverty, but of our 
prudence, to weigh well every meaſure, to conſider, ſeriouſly, i 
every act that has for its object the taking the people's ma» || 
ney. The enemy we have to deal with is a diſcerning and 
_ vigilant enemy; an enemy that diſcuſſes openly every publick 4 
topic; an enemy, that inſtead of rejoicing at ſeeing the 
_ Britiſh Houſe of Commons ſervile, muſt rejoice to ſee it 
reſolute in the defence of his own privileges, | becauſe fuch 
© a ſpirit, and ſuch conduct, would be to them the belt pledges 
and the beſt ſecurity of amity and peace. However, the 
right honourable gentleman has already admitted, that the 
enemy is not altogether unworthy of his eſteem. He has 
recognized the ferocious enemies of religion, of morality, 
of ewil hberty, and of crowns. He has at length found 
chat they are capable of maintaining the relations of peacs- 
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and amity; that after « ſnorting away the indigeſted fumes 
of the blood of their Sovereign,” he may ſafely admit them 
to the audience chamber of kings. Preſently we ſhalt have =— 
to behold the ambaſſadors of conſecrated men, ſhaking hands 1 
. with the right honourable gentleman. But theſe fraterniz- 5 
10 ing events are, if the honourable gentleman's doubts be at 
| all well founded, ſomewhat diſtant; Were they leſs the 
ſubjects of uncertainty; were the negociation more likely 
11118 to be ſpeedily and happily concluded than has been ſtated, 
1 what, let me aſk, can be fairly objected to the propoſal of 
1 my honourable friend? The queſtion at preſent is, whether 
the better way would not be to negative the ſecond reading 
of the refolutions of the committee, and thus withold from 
the miniſter the ſupplies for the current year. And, how- 
__ ever, I may be diſpoſed to give this propoſition a different 
application, the negative of my honourable friend cannot 
poſſibly prevent, but rather by its conſtitutional operation, 
give ultimate ſtability to the war, and oceafion its being 
conducted, in caſe of neceſſity for continuing it, with in- 
i _ creaſed ſpirit. It was not to place this ſpirit at any diſtance, - 
1 nor to palſy its operations, that my honourable friend avow- 
ed his intention to negative the ſecond reading of the reſo- 
Jutions now before the committee. It was that the redreſs 
of grievances might precede ſupplies. But as I, Sir, think 
that the poſtponement till the next day of the ſecond reading 


* 


| of theſe reſolutions will be attended with equally ſalutary 
| effects, I feel no dithculty in propoſing that delay. A delay 
mM till the next day will afford gentlemen an opportunity of 

| maturely reflecting on the ſpeech of the right honourable 


A Chancellor of the Exchequer; of conſidering how, and at what 
1 time the miniſters of the crown can be moſt certainly, and 
moſt effectually puniſhed for their violation of the conſtitution 
and the laws. If this Houſe aſſert the liberties of the 
people, it will puniſh miniſters, but ſuch puniſhment to be 
_ apportioned to the crime, will moſt undoubtedly require 
| ſober and ſerious confideration. I therefore move, that the 
_ reſolutions of the committee of the ways and means be 
read a ſecond time to-morrow, and before they are read, I 
pledge myſelf to move the impeachment of the miniſter. 
Mr. Wilberfarce faid, feeling, Sir, of how much importance 
it is always to proceed on publick queſtions with caution, 
and inveſtigate them with temper, I ſhall not upon this oc- 
caſion follow the honourable member, who has juſt ſat down, 
in the ſame, track of warm. and paſſionate declamation. It 
| | | were 
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were, indeed, extremely unwiſe to attempt it, becauſe, in the 
high wanderings of paſſion, the honourable gentleman evi- 


dentally abandoned reaſon. He has moved, Sir, to put off 
till next day the ſecond reading of the reſolutions of the com- 
mittee of ways and means; and truly Sir, when I recollect 
| how eſſentially the ſentiments of gentlemen on his ſide of the 
of the Houſe vary in the courſe of twenty four hours, it 
might not be altogether impolitic to grant them the delay 
they have required. Laſt night, in the heat of an infuriated 
harangue, we did not hear one word of the unconſtitution- 


ality of that meaſure, which is now ſo much the ſubject of 


their diſapprobation. Laſt night the honourable gentleman 
thought he diſcharged his duty to his conſtituents and the 
country, by paſſing over in ſilence an act which we are this 


night told has palpably infringed the conſtitution. Why 


the right honourable gentleman oppoſite to me neglected his 


duty to his conftituents, whether it was a wanton or an un- 


deſigned neglect, I pretend not to ſay; but undoubtedly 
were their charge againſt miniſters of any other nature than 
one for high crimes and miſdemeanors, I ſhould not be at 
all adverſe to the honourable gentleman's propoſed delay. 
That delay I ſhould, in ſuch a cafe, agree to, becauſe I 
ſhould expect that in another twenty-four hours their ſe- 
verity would be changed into moderation, and their cenſure 
to applauſe. Notwithſtanding every received opinion, I muſt 
expreſs unequivocally, that the 1imprethons myſelf have re- 
_ ceived of the tranſaction of a ſupply to the Emperor have 
been very different indeed fromt hoſe the honourable gentle- 


man ſeems to entertain. On this ſubject the honourable gentle- 


man as I have already obſerved, has this night favoured us 
avith effuſions of his amended. judgment. Laſt night he 


thought proper to fit down and quit the tranſaction, without 


any remark at all. Sir, before 1 fay the few words with 
which I propoſe to trouble the Houſe on this fubject, I 
think it right to remark, that I do not expect any candour 


from the oppoſite ſide of the Houſe. They have uniformly 
inveighed againſt miniſters with as little candour as moder- 


ation, with as little ſincerity as truth. From ſuch men, Sir, 
it were folly to expect candour; but from the honourable 
| baronet, as a friend, I had reaſon to expect both candour 
and a different ſort of language. I have even experienced 
it. But, Sir, I ſhall reſerve any farther obſervations on this 


ſubject till a future and more appoſite opportunity. Of the 


vote of credit upon which gentlemen have commented ſo very 


generally, I couteſs my ſentiments differ altogether from 
Se | ens choſe 
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thoſe avowed by the honourable gentleman oppoſite to me. 


Upon peruſal of that vote of credit, it occurred to me, that 


his Majeſty's miniſters might apply any part of it to the ex- 


| ene of the government. Whether the ſituation of the 
im 


peror really required the aſſiſtance afforded him by mi- 


niſters, miniſters alone were competent to judge; but could 
1 for one moment ſuppoſe it was proved to my ſatisfaction 
that miniſters lightly and . diſpoſed of the ſum grant- 
ed to his Majeſty by that vote of credit, I ſhould not be one 

of the laſt to blame them. To this ſubject, the queſtion of 


the propriety or impropriety of the Imperial loan of three 


millions, my attention has not been more directed, than that 
of any other publick man. It ought, however, to be recollected 


that it was at all events neceſſary to aſſiſt his Imperial majeſty 


| Thoſe who ſaw this neceſſity in all its cauſes and confe- 


quences, are alone able to ſay whether it was neceſſary to 


aſſiſt him to that amount. Whether the tranſaction was 


better and more ſafely done in private than it could be per- 


formed in publick, was a quite diſtinct queſtion. And un- 


doubtedly I think, that conſidering the then ſtate of publick 
affairs, as well as the then ſtate of publick credit, it was not 


a tranſaction to which prudence would have attached noto- 
ricty. In caſes of ſuch a nature, miniſters ought always to 


proceed with caution, leſt, by the developement of tranſac- 8 


tions which, in their direct and immediate conſequencies, 
muſt neceſſarily affect the funds, publick credit ſhould be 


injured. In a generous country, in the parliament of a ge- 


nerous nation, it will not ſurely be made the ſubject of cen- 
| ſure, to have ſaved, by our good faith, the Germanick em- 


pire. Thoſe who wiſhed well to the country muſt have been 


| ſolicitous for the ſucceſs of its ally, muſt have well known 
that that ally could not carry on the war without the 


aſſiſtance of this country. Undoubtedly the queſtion of ex- 
pediency ftill recurs. We have ſtill to enquire how far the 


| ſum advanced was proportioned to the neceflity that de- 


manded it. That my right honourable friend, in making ; 


the advance, ated under peculiarly embarraſſed circum- 


ſtances, is evident. The Emperor muſt have been at the 
time on the verge of a great precipice, and all Europe in 


danger of being ruined and diſorganized by his fall. From 


the circumſtances, therefore, under which that ſupply was 
given to his Imperial Majeſty, it muſt be obvious to every un- 
prejudiced mind, that my right honourable friend had no 


Intention to injure the conſtitution. To the preſent ſupply 


itfc}f we had much of good to aſcribe ; to it might in ſome 


1 33 
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degree, be attributed the good reception Lord Malmſbury 


met from the Directory of France. Every ſymptom of weak- 


neſs on our part would have proved an obſtacle to the ſucceſs 
of the pending negociation. And who, acquainted with 
publick affairs, will pretend to ſay, that our credit would not 
be worſe, had that tranſaction been publickly known at the 
moment of its completion? The ſpeeches of the honourable. 
gentleman oppoſite may do well enough to inflame our do- 
meſtic and embolden our foreign enemies, but on the minds 
of a ſober Houſe of Commons they can have no ſuch effect. 
The impeachment of miniſters is a favourite topic with ſome 
people, but in this inſtance they have not deſerved cenſure, 
but praiſe. Gentlemen may rant about the excellencies, the 
wounds, and the death of the conſtitution 3 but they ought 


to know that thoſe to whom they addreſs their medley effu- 
fions, are more ſincerely the ſupporters of freedom than 


they. Upon the whole, I think it my duty to give my ne- 
gative to the honourable gentleman's motion. 


Mr. Yorke, ſaid he thought the preſent queſtion the 


moſt importrnt of any he had ever heard diſcuſſed ſince he 


had had the honour of a ſeat in parliament. He wiſhed 
that gentlemen, however, would diſcuſs it with temper; ſure 


if ever their was a time ſince the revolution, when partial 
aſſections and party intereſts ought to be abandoned, the 
_ preſent was, he ſaid, that time. An honourable gentleman had 
been laviſh of reproach upon the laſt parliament ; he ſup- 
_ poſed it was perfectly confiſtent with the rules of the 


_ Houſe, for one parliament to abuſe anoher ; but as a 
member of that parlrament, he conceived he had a right, 


in vindication of himſelf, to ſay, that however ſervile and 


obſequious that parliament might be called, he did not know 


that he had ſhewn more ſervility, or betrayed a greater want 
of proper ſpirit when it was neceſſary to do otherwiſe, than 
any member of the preſent parliament. To revert to the 

ſubject, however, more immediately under conſideration, 


he had to remark, that the gentlemen, who had ſpoken upon 


it, appeared to him in general to have departed from the 
queſtion. The queſtion before the Houſe was merely 
whether the reſolutions of the committee of ways and means 
ſhould be agreed to by the Houſe, for the aſſiſtance given to 
the Emperor was out of a ſum of money granted by a vote 


of credit to defray any extraordinary expences of army 


chat might accrue z and as the extraordinaries of the army 


were not yet voted, it was conſequently a ſeperate conſider- 
ation, Yet an honourable gentleman had propoſed to 
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negative this queſtion, on the principle that the money 
granted by the vote of credit in a former year was miſap- 


plied, and thereby poſtpone the ſupplies neceſſary for the 
| ſervice of the preſent year. Such delay in the proviſion of 


the ſupplies he conceived might be of dangerous conſequenee, 


for gentlemen were to recollect that we were in the middle 


of a dangerous war, and at the moſt critical period of the 


moſt critical negociation. He ſhould propoſe, therefore, to 
have the reſolutions of the committee of ways and means 
immediately received, for it was certainly important that 


the money ſhould be granted as ſoon as poſſible. The other 


_ queſtion, reſpecting the application of the money granted 
by the vote of credit, might deſerve conſideration when it 


came to be diſcuſſed ſeperately, and that was all he wiſhed. 


In regard to his opinion of the application of the money 
granted by the vote of credit, he knew no law nor precedent 


why a part of it ſhould not be fent to the Emperor, any 


more than why it ſhould not be ſent to St. Domingo or 
Toulon, if the exigency of the caſe required. The queſtion 
then to be conſidered was, whether the exigency of the 
cCircumſtances did require it, and upon that he entertained 
no doubt whatever. The honourable gentleman had propo- 
Ted to poſtpone reading of the reſolutions till next day, that 
he might previouſly bring forward a ſpeciſic accuſation 


againſt the miniſter for the miſapplication of the vote of 


credit. Now although he did not wiſh to have the reading 
of the reſolutions poſtponed, as in his opinion they by no 


means interfered with the other queſtion, he certamly 
hoped that the honourable gentleman would be as good as 
his word in bringing forward his ſpecific accuſation, that 
the Houſe might determine as ſpeedily as poſſible whether 


the miniſter was juſtifiable in his application of the vote of 
credit, and whether the exigency of the circumſtances 
did actually require ſuch an expediture. It appeared to 


him that the miniſter was juſtifiable, from a view of our 


relative ſituation at that period, and that inſtead of reproba- _ 
tion he deſerved commendation. And it appeared moreover 
to him that we were indebted to the miniſter by his timely, 
_ prudent and cautious aſhſtance, for the deliverance of Ger- 
many from France, and the happy change in the political 


affairs of Europe; and that he might exclaim in the manner 


of Scipio © I have fayed Germany and all Europe“ 
Mr. Harriſon ſaid, the miniſter had been in. 


| | A 5 
of frequent opportunities between the granting of the vota 
ome before 


parliament 
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parliament and aſk them, whether it was prudent and right 
to render that aſſiſtance. That we were to fritter away the 
conſtitution for a pitiful idea of a temporary riſe in the 
* price of ſtocks, appeared to him a ſubject of very ſerious 
1 5 import. He had long watched the conduct of the miniſter, 
17 and had long diſcovered him to have adopted a uniform 
{yſtem of rendering that Houſe a nullity in the conſtitution 
of Great Britain. He ſet out with reforms, Which whether 
they were ſelf- intereſted or impartial, was not then to be 
examined, and he had extended thoſe reforms to give the. 
miniſter an arbitrary power, and preſcribe the privileges of 
the crown. He was at preſent endeavouring to find out 
new channels for his perogative, and in the application of 
the money granted for the extraordinaries of the army was 
acting with the ſame intention as when he began to, order 
barracks to be built, and afterwards came to parliament for 
money to complete them. And here he muſt remark the 
ſhameleſs profligacy in the ſquandering of the publick money 
upon thoſe buildings, for a ſum of 575,000l. appeared in 
the account of the extraordinaries upon the table, not for 
erecting barracks, but repairing them and for beer; and the 
other day as he was paſſing on the great north road, about 
ga a mile from Stilton, and five miles from Peterborough, he 
beheld an hundred men working cloſe together, in erecting | 
barracks for ten thouſand men, and forty acres of ground —_ 
be underſtood were purchaſed for that purpoſe. So great 
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7 was the profuſion and expence, that theſe barracks he appre- | 
1 hended were not built by contract or eſtimate, but in a 5 
= random way, and the men employed to build them were il 

\ 3 not only ſo numerous as to be in each other's way, but had t 

_- ſpent all their mornings in idleneſs at the public-houſe, till a 


ſuperintendant went down lately to controul them. After 
the holidays he ſaid he intended: to bring forward a motion | 
to take into conſideration the ſtate of the public expendi- | 
ture, and decide in what Way a ſaving can be made, In the ' 


mean time he approved the motion of his honourable friend, 7 
And concurred in the amendment. VVV L 
Mr. Wilberforce explained, that he did rot confider the [ 
publick knowledge of the aſſiſtance given to the Emperor ag 
affecting the 3 per cents. merely, but as productive of mone 
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fatal conſequences {-_ {7}; rh | | 

Mr. Curwen declared he thought the queſtion under 
conſideration the greateſt in its conſequences that he had 
ever heard diſcuſſed. It was not merely that 1, 400, oool. 
- Which had been grarited to the Emperor, nor the ſafety: of 
oy ED . aA _ Germany 


. 


kt: Germany, which made it ſo important, but it was the ſafety 
|] of the Britiſh conſtitution. The commons were always 


| thing unſeen in their conſtruction. When this vote of credit 
il | paſted, he expreſſed ſome doubts of its application, and 
1 apprehended that money might be expended without the 


þ this ſubject, becauſe he was aware how eaſy it would be by 
4 the continuation of ſuch practices to make it vague and 
| * uſeleſs. What were the 50 Members of that Houſe, when 
5 you take away their dignity as a body? By removing the 
1 - dignity you deſtroy the body. He declared to God, that 
; he ſhould have no reſpect whatever in future for that Houſe, 

if they ſuffered the motion of his honourable friend to be 


his friend: but he was of a different opinion, he never could 


everely than an indifferent perſon for whom he had no feeling, 
by fuck practices as theſe the people had uniformly been 


the ſecurity of his dominions, in conjunction with his peo- 
ple, for the time may come, when the public ſpirit of a 


the ſtate, it would not diſgrace. the ſovereign to allot a 
portion of his wealth for their relief. e 3 
1 a / | 8 | 6 
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111 | conſidered as the guardians of the public purſe, and in that 


Wh: vicw this queſtion was more important to them than if the 
}} | « threatened invaſion were abſolutely put in execution, and the 
10 Invaders at our doors. On the deciſion of that night 
4 duepended the reſiſtance and energy of that branch of the 
Fl Rate in future. Poſſibly the affiſtance to the Emperor had 

4 ſaved Germany; but as the miniſter had repeated opportu- 
| j nities, he might have pleaded ſome neceſſity to parliament - 
1 fror granting that aſſiſtance, or he might have ſince applied 

1 for a Bill of indemnity. He would not enter into the 
Wh diſcuſſion of the policy of the meaſure, nor did he believe 
| ö | with ſome gentlemen that acts of parliament contain ſome- 


authority of parliament: and he was the more tenacious on 


defeated, An honourable gentleman oppoſite, had talked of 
the candour with which a delinquent ſhould be treated by _ 


ſhut his mouth againſt abuſes, and if any friend of his was 
guilty of a flagrant delinquency, he ſhould blame him more 


robbed of their beſt rights. But he would ſay ſomething 

for the right honourable gertleman who aſſumed ſo much 
for the privileges of the crown, and that was, that he 

wiſhed he had adviſed his Majeſty to make ſome facrifice for 


monarch ſhall avail him more than all the glitter and parade 
of tinſel and of pomp. When people were rapidly deſcend- 
ing to a ſtate they were not born to, in conſequence of the 
27 impoſts they were forced to pay for the protection of 
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The Maſter of the Ralls declared, he could not well ſay, 
whether in the courſe of his parliamentary experience he had 
ever aſſiſted at a debate on a ſubject of a nature fo delicate 
and important as that which was then agitating in the Houſe. 
In the opinions of ſome, it ought to ſupercede the diſcuſſion 
of every other ſubject, however momentous, even that of 
voting the ſupplies 3 while others ſeemed to require that mi- 
niſters ſhould have come down to the Houſe for an act of 
Indemnity to ſcreen them from the conſequences of the un- 
conſtitutional meaſure, which they are accuſed of having 
adopted, without the conſent of parliament. To neither of 
theſe opinions did he incline 3 not even to the latter: nor 
did the preſent queſtion call on him to pronounce on theſe 
points. In general, he thought the ſecond thoughts of the 
_ gentlemen oppolite him much better than their firſt ; but on 
this occaſion, he muſt regard their firſt thoughts as prefera- 


ble to their ſecond. The preceding night, among al! the ar- 


guments they had adduced, none were pointed to the ſubject 
at that moment in agitation 3 neither could he conceive what 
had put it in their heads to ſtir the queſtion they had now 
ſtarted; miniſters were as criminal and guilty the preceding 
night as at that moment; but even ſuppoſing them thus 
_ guilty, could not gentlemen permit the preſent buſineſs to go 
on even one ſtage more, without ſuppoſing themſelves pre- 

_ cluded from bringing forward at a future period the inveſti- 
gation they ſeemed ſo eager to inſtitute. The queſtion now 
Was, whether they were to agree to the report of the ways 
and means that were to meet the debts they had incurred 
though this were diſpoſed of, would no other opportunity oc- 
cur of agitating the other queſtion, or did they intend to fay 
no more on the buſineſs of the preceding night? Might not, 
in either ſuppoſition, the vote precede that agitation? Surely, 
abundant opportunities would offer of bringing it before the 
Houſe, and if it be of that importance it is faid to be, ought 
it not to be brought forward directly and diſtinctly, and not 
collaterally, and involved in a buſineſs with which it had no 


connection? This would be far from conſulting the dig- 


nity which ought to prevail in ſuch a diſcuſſion—at preſent 
the learned gentleman was not, he ſaid, prepared to decide 
on the queſtion, whether the conduct of the miniſter ſhould 


be imputed to him as a crime or not.—It was not the queſ- 
tion that now awaited our deciſion, and he wiſhed that ne 
gentleman would anſwer what might be farther offered on 
the occaſion ; for his part, he was not obliged to ſtay, nor 


would 
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whatever, and the Houſe ſhould proceed as ſoon as poſſible 


bee WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Co, 
Fould he permit himſelf to be convinced by the arguments 


that were urged on the other fide, _ 


Mr. W. Smith ſaid, that after ſuch ſuperior abilities hal 
been exerted on the preſent queſtion, it might appear pre- 


ſumptuous m him to offer any opinion on it. He would 


therefore trouble the Houſe but on a very few points, and 
_ particularly with reſpect to the want of connection which is 
_ faid to appear between the two queſtions—in his opinion, they 
were by no means diſconnected. For if the prefent queſtion 
be of ſuch importance as to diſmiſs the conſideration of 
another ſubject, he thought one day's delay could be pro- 


ductive of no inconvenience, and that no later than the next 
day the point might be eſtabliſhed. He profefſed much ve- 
neration for the opinion of his hon. friend (Mr. Wilberforce) 


nor wouid he dare to enter the liſts in argument with him, 
unlefs.he contended not for truth, but victory, —That hon. 


gentleman laid much ſtreſs on his argument, deduced from 


the words of the vote of credit laſt year, viz. that miniſters 
are authoriſed to adopt ſuch meaſures as the exigencies of 
the ſtate might require. But the fame words are to be found 


in the vote of credit for the Pruſſian ſubſidy, yet they cannot 
be ſaid to have conferred the power now allotted to them, 


_ unleſs they be ſuppoſed to contain ſome ſecret meaning to 
| anſwer the intentions of miniſters. In the vote of credit for 
1794, we meet with the ſame expreſſions, and will it be 
faid that they were introduced with a reference to ſuch a 
meaſure ? If ſo, then they were employed to miſguide, for 
the public were impoſed on by words which they could not 
ſo underſtand. Beſides, the amount of both votes of credit 
being nearly the ſame, or exactly the ſame, it can ſcarce 
have any reference but to a fimilar meaſure to that of the pre- 
ceding year; for the right hon. gentleman muſt recollect, 
that the vote of credit laſt year was 2,500,000]. Mr. Smith 
concluded by ſaying, that the delay of one day in the buſineſs 
of the ſupplies, could not be a ſufficient reaſon for oppoſing a a 
_ queſtion that now ſeemed to call for immediate inveſti- 


gation. 


Lord Hawtſbury conſidered the preſent queſtion of ſuch 
ſerious importance, that in His opinion it ought to be 
brought forward in a direct manner, and met ws + But 


he did not conceive that it was then properly before the 
Houſe ; for the vote of credit, to which it belonged, was not 
at that time under diſcuſſion. There was no queſtion but of 
the ſupply, which involved the confideration in no reſpect 


«<2 
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to adopt the reſolutions before them, without even the ap- 

pearance of delay. All muſt agree, that during a war ſo 
perilous as the preſent, and pending the moſt critical nego- 
ciation that could be entered on, the ſerious buſineſs of the 
ſupplies ſhould not be poſtponed; on the contrary, they 
ſhould meet with no obſtacle or difficulty, and on an occa- 
ſion, and under circumſtances like the preſent, they ſhould 


be agreed to, without even the appearance of partial diſſent. 


With regard to the other queſtion, in his mind, it would be 
better diſcuſſed after fome interval of cool conſideration, 
that it might afterwards be brought on with due ſolemnity, 
and diſcuſſed with that fairneſs, temper, and moderation, 
which its own dignity and importance muſt neceſſarily 
„„ PM .. En gy . 
Mr. Fox, in reply, ſaid, he certainly thought with the 


learned gentleman, that the Houſe ſhould underſtand the 


nature of the queſtion before them. The learned gentleman 
affirms, that ſuppoſe the Houſe negative the queſtion, and 
agree to the ſecond reading of the reſolutions of ſupply, it 
will not prevent any member of the Houſe from bringing 
forward a motion on the ſubject at another period. But the 
beſt mode of proceeding would be to follow the good old conſti- 
kutional practice of our anceſtors, and to inſiſt on a redreſs 
of grievances before we vote ſupplies, and the grievance at 
preſent complained of is of ſufficient magnitude to juſtify 
delay. But, ſays the noble lord (Hawkeſbury) it is a queſ= 
tion of appearance merely. This is all that is neceſſary to 
juſtify the Houſe on entering into the diſcuſſion, and diſcuſſion 
zs all that is now required. If there be an appearagce that 
miniſters have made an enormous infraction in the conſti- 
tution, what better ground can be imagined for delaying the 
ſupplies till the grievance is inveſtigated and redreſſed. 
We are now, ſaid Mr. Fox, reproached with not havin 
felt this grievance laſt night. We did feel it; but in the 
multitude of objects then brought under conſideration, it 
was not judged expedient to urge the cenſure at that time 


which the meaſure deſerved. Admitting, however, that T 


did not feel it; admitting that I neglected my duty, is that 
| a reaſon why I ſhould ever continue equally unfeeling and 
"negligent? Becauſe I let one opportunity flip, am I ne- 
ver after to act as reflection dictates? But if I have 
neglected my duty, I afk pardon of the Houſe and of 
my Conftituents, and in doing fo, like all others who aſk 

| pron, I hope I may be ſuffered 'to amend my faults. 


1e Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Tork) has ſaid, be 
Vol. L. 1796. Lge = Cauſe 
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cauſe we contended the two Bills paſſed laſt year deſtroyed 
the conſtitution, our afſertion reſpecting the preſent meaſure 


muſt be a lie. I have thought not only this, but many for- 


mer meaſures of miniſters, deſtructive of the conſtitution. 
The traiterous Correſpondence Bill and the Alien Bill gave 
it a blow; the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus gave it 


another blow; the two Bills paſſed laſt ſeſſion gave it ano- 


ther {till more fevere blow; becauſe they prevented the people 


from aſſembling to give their opinion on ſuch meaſures as 


this, a meaſure which is in itſelf a proof ſtill more ſtriking 
of the deſtruction of the conſtitution. If laſt year, when 
thoſe Bills were in diſcuſſion, he had told the Houſe that 
one of the evil conſequences of them would be the meaſure 
now in queſtion; if laſt year he had ſaid, that in conſequence 
of paſſing thoſe Bills, the miniſter would come then, and tell 
parliament he had diſpoſed of money to the Emperor with- 


Out its conſent or knowledge, he would have been accuſed 


of delivering an inflammatory declamation. But the impro- 
bability mult be obvious to every gentleman of any miniſter's _ 
daring to make ſuch an infraction on the conſtitution as the 

preſent, if the people were allowed to give their opinion on 
it. Thoſe Bills therefore had deſtroyed the conſtitution, be- _ 


_ cauſe they had enabled miniſters to purſue ſuch unconſtitc- 


tional meaſures as the preſent. He thought with his ho- 
_ nourable friend, Mr. Curwen, that if ſuch proceedings were 
tolerated, the conſtitution would not be worth contending 
for. With regard to the defence of this queſtion, that 
the ſum was all included in the vote of credit; that the vote 
of credit was not exceeded; this was no juſtification, and he 
quoted former practices in ſupport of this aſſertion. 
Mr. Fox deſired that the meſſage from the King tothe Houſe, 
in April 1794, might be read. This meſſage announced the pro- 
poſal of ſubſidizing Pruſſia, in conjunction with Holland. He 
procecded to argue, that on former occaſions, any aſſiſtance 
given to foreign powers had been previouſly ſtated to the 
Houſe. The whole of the ſum given to the Emperor, except 
=0,0001. had been iſſued, while parliament was fitting laſt 
ſ.-ſſion, miniſters aſſerting at the ſame time that they had no 
intention of aſſiſting the Emperor. But they ſay it was a2 
matter of. difficulty how to act at that time; it might be in- 
jurious to the credit of the country to announce their inten- 
tion. If it was a matter of difficulty, that was the very rea- 
ſon why they ſhould have conſulted parliament, as it muſt be 
be allowed, that parliament was wiſer than miniſters. But 
this doctrine is new and alarming. The credit of the coun- 


ux 
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try, it ſeems, is to be kept up by fraud and concealment, 
and the conſtitution is to be deſtroyed for the purpoſe of keep- 
ing up the price of the funds. The real point of the queſ- 
ſtion, ſaid Mr. Fox, is, whether the conduct of the right hon. 
gentleman, with regard to this money ſent to the Emperor 
is or is not an infraction on the conſtitution ? If it is allow- 
ed to be an infraction, which I think no perſon who has 


__ conſidered or underſtands the conſtitution can deny; then I 
contend that it is one of the moſt violent infractions that can 
be made on it. It is no leſs than an actual uſurpation of the 


-powers of the repreſentatives of the people, in the moſt im- 


portant of all their privileges, that of granting money. If 


the Houſe of Commons tamely ſuffers that right to be wreſt- 
ed from it, there will no longer be any occaſion for it. It 
may as well be annihilated. I have been much ſurpriſed to 
hear the arguments which have been held forth this night, by 
Way of excufing this criminal tranſaction. Arguments in- 


| deed, moſt of which militate againſt their own principles, 
and in fact deſtroy themſelves. One honourable gentleman 


has ſaid; that if this meaſure of ſending the money to the 
Emperor had been known at the time it was fo ſent, it 


would in all probability have had a great effect on, and con- 


ſiderably injured, the credit of the funds. Suppoſing this 


to be the caſe, it is no excuſe at all. The conſtitution of 
the country is of too high a value to be even tampered with, 


much leſs overturned, in order to prevent any temporary 


injury or depreſſion of the public credit. But, Sir, 1o far 
from this being the caſe, I am conſcious and certain, that the 


unconſtitutional meaſure alluded to is of ſuch a nature, that 
it is more likely to injure public credit, than any diſcovery 
that could have been made, that money was to be ſent to the 
Emperor in a legal, open, and conſtitutional manner. Pub. 
licity, and open dealing, it is too well known, are the beſt 
props and ſupport of credit. If the public conceive that 
their money cannot be taken away from them, or ſent 
away into fareign countries, but by their own conſent 
given through the medium of their own repreſentatives, the 
Houſe of Commons, they will always have a certainty that 
no meaſures of that kind can be reſorted to or adopted witl- 
1 out their knowledge, for it cannot be done but by a public 
act in the face of the world. If, on the contrary, ſuch mea- 
ſures, as that alluded to, are to take place, and the crown, 
or its ſervants, are permitted either to raiſe money, or to 
diſpoſe of the money, when raiſed for other purpoſes, for 


that of accommodating or lending to any foreign Prince, 
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for the purpoſe of carrying on war, without the conſent of 


Parliament, then, I ſay, there is a great reaſon to ſuppoſe 
that ſuſpicions very injurious to the credit of the funds might 
creep into the minds of the public. They might then very 


naturally ſay, we may ſuppoſe there is fo much money in 


the nation as it is preſumed there is, but what ſecurity have 
we that it is really and bona fide the caſe? The miniſter can 
diſpoſe of it when and as often, and in ſuch ſums as he thinks 


proper, without check or controul, and how can we tell | 
how far he may go? In the caſe of a grant by Parliament 


no ſuch thing can happen, not a ſhilling can be voted with- 
out being known. The ſecuring therefore the power of the 


Houſe of Commons over the public purſe is the beſt and 
ſtrongeſt ſafeguard of the credit of the country. There is 


befides one circumſtance which {trongly aggravates this bold 
and daring invaſion of the privileges of the Houſe of Com- 


mons. There was no exigeuce whatever to require it. 
The money was not ſent away all at once to anſwer any par- 


ticular and preſſing demand or neceſſity; it was ſent delibe- 


rately, at different periods, before or between any of which 
the miniſter had it in his power to have called parliament 


together to have conſulted them, and if they thought proper 


to have lent the money in a conſtitutional way. Inſtead of 


this, Parliament had never been conſulted ; part of it had 


even been ſent away fince it had met, without the. leaſt in- 
timation on that head, Even ſuppoſing there had been any 


exigence, as parliament were fitting, could that exigence 
have been the leaſt injured or hurt by an application to it, 
either for a Bill of indemnity, or for its ſanction? The 
right honourable gentleman had thoſe around him, who 
knew very well how to pallate whatever might come from 


him, and how to appreciate any thing that might be ſaid 
againſt him. This was obſervable in the remarks which 
an honourable gentleman had made on what had fallen from 
an honourable barcnet on the ſubject. The honourable 
_ gentleman ſeemed to know perfectly well with what degree 
of civility, humility, or ſervility, it was neceffary to ſveak 
of the meaſures of miniſters. I do not know what language 
it will be neceſſary for me and my friends to uſe, when 
{peaking of the conſtitution, or any thing elſe. If we ſpeak 


of an invaſion, he ſays what have you to ſay about an inva- 
fon? We know very well that you are in oppoſition, that 
you: look for the downfall of the miniſter ; an invaſion would 

likely to affect this, and, therefore, to a certain degree, 
you would not be > an invaſion. If we ſpeak of the 


con- 
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conſtitution—what have you to ſay to the conltitution ? 
You are in oppoſition to us; we know you dont like it. I 


am looked upon as one of the incorrigible Jacobins, and as 


ſuch, can have no right to talk of the conſtitution. I pro- 
teſt I ſhe no way in which we ſhall be able to conduct our- 


ſelves. I think the right honour. ble gentleman had better 


come to the point at once, and fairly bring in a Bill to ex- 


clude all who are in oppoſition to him, from the Houſe. 


At preſent, however, being in this Houſe, L ſhall certainly 


uſe the right of ſpeaking freely on every ſubject that comes 
before me. I know that I was born free; that I am deter- 
' mined to die free. I look upon myſelf as the repreſentative 
of a free people. I know I have a right as ſuch to the free- 
dom of debate, and I will certainly make uſe of that right ſo 
long as I am permitted to fit here. I now ſpeak to a mea- 
ſure, which is a daring and violent attack on one of the moſt 
important and deareſt privileges of the Houſe of Commons. 
I hope, in the preſent inſtance, the ſupplies will not be 
agreed to, till the infraction 1 ſpeak of is inquired into, and 
redreſſed by ſome means adequate to the occaſion. It be- 
hoves the Houſe to watch and guard its rights and privileges; 


if it does not, the conſtitution will very ſoon be no more. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer expreſſed his determina- 
tion, under the circumſtances of the preſent moment, to 


preſs the meaſure of immediately voting the ſupphes, with- 
out allowing himſelf to be div erted to any extrancous ſubject 
of diſcuſſion. He at the fame time declared himſelf —_ 


to meet the diſcuſſion reſpecting the grants of money to the 
Emperor, whenever a ſpecific day ſhould be appointed for 


the purpole. _ 
Mr. Baſtard declared, that he N vote for PEER RT A 


10 going into the ſupplies. Yet he felt himſelf called on to 


ate that he did not approve of the meaſure purſued with 


reſpect to the loan made to the Emperor, and he truſted 
that the ſenſe of the Houſe would be ſo expenſive on that 


occaſion, as to prevent, at any future time, a repetition of a 
dinner conduct. 


The Houſe divided on : the quetlion, that the word « to- 


8 morrow” be inſerted inſtead of “now, . 


Aeg „ - 4:3; x", ; 58 
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1 Majority 1 
The original queſtion was then put and carried, The 


reſolutions were read a ſecond time and agrecd to. A ſhort 


converſation 
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Mr. Manning ſaid, that as a Bill had 
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converſation took place between Mr. Bryan "Edwards,*Mr, 
Servel, 


Houſe adjourned, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
: .-.- "Prrvar,, Des. 9. 
Some private Bills were brought up from the Commons, 


and read a firſt time. 


Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Frivay, Dec. 9. 

1 | WET DOCKS. 
Mr. Manning brought up 


which was read a hrit time. 


into the laſt parliament which explained the object of the 


preſent Bill, and as the report of the committee which had 


been appointed to examine the ſubject, preſented ſuch ample 
elucidations, he did not conceive it neceflary to trouble the 


Houſe with any particular details. Still, however, there 


were ſome circumſtances which had come to his knowledge 
connected wit: the object of the Bill, and illuſtrative of the 
grievances which it was intended to remove, of which he 


| begged leave to take notice. From the inadequate accom- 

modations which the merchants of the city of London had 
for its encreaſed commerce, their property on board the 
ſhips in the river were liable to very great depredations. He 
had been informed from the beſt authority, that theſe depre- 
dations continued to a very great and alarming height. By 
an act of parliament, paſſed ſometime ago, called the Bum- 


boat act, a power was given to ſtop any boats upon the river 


loaded with goods of which a proper account could not be 
given to the magiſtrates by the perſons conveying them. 


He was informed that at the office, at Shadwell, out of 342 


perſons convicted of the offence, more than one hundred 


had paid the penalty of 40l. which the act of parliament im- 
poſed, and had been again let looſe to commit ſimilar depre- 
dations. A conſiderable number, though no doubt conſider- 
ably leſs, had been convicted at the office in Whitecnapel, 
and had been liberated in the ſame proportion. This ſhewed 
that the act paſſed on the ſubject was not adequate, and that 


ſome= 


the Chancellor of the Exchequer, & c, after which the 


the London Wet Dock Bill, 


been introduced 
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ſomething more was neceſſary to guard againſt the evil. 


This it was the object of the Bill to effect by removing the 


temptation and the opportunity of the crime. As the Bill 
now read a firſt time, however, involved ſuch a variety of 


intereſts, it was not his intention to hurry it through the 
Houſe without allowing every party to be heard, and every 
objection to be obviated. He, therefore, meant to have the 
Bill read a ſecond time after the Chriſtmas receſs, and at 


preſent only moved that it be read a ſecond time. 
Mr. Alderman Anderſon ſaid, he was glad the frivnd 


reading was put off. The Bill, in its preſent ſhape, would 
zuin a great many perſons, whoſe intereſts were not to 
be neglected. He had the ſatisfactson to ſay, that the plan 
which the city of London had been engaged in drawing 


ap was completed, and would be ſubmitted to the Houſe 


immediately after the Chriſtmas receſs, and he hoped that 
it would be found to combine ſuch an attention to the pro- 
perty of individuals with the public accommodation as * : 
merit the approbation of the Houle. 


CALL. OF THE HOUSE. 


Colonel Pale gave notice, that, as he underſtood that | 


buſineſs of great importance was expected to occur, he 


h thould move that Houſe be called over on Tueſday next. 


The eſtimates of the Navy Debt were ordered to be Printed 


5 for the ule of the members. 


TRENT AND MERSEY aa 85 
Upon a motion for hearing counſel on the part, of the pe⸗ 


5 titioners againſt this Bill, the Houſe e 


˙„ ne - — „ 
Nees 5 5 - 2 * 93. 


| | II grity — PE 
Colonel Groſvenor, after ſtating that . enormous reſer- 


voir, propoſed to be made, was calculated to monopolze all 

the water in the country, for the purpoſe of preventing the 
execution of any other ſcheme, however beneficial it might 
be to the trade and commerce of the country, expreſſed his 
opinion that the Houſe was not juſtifiable in refuling to 
| hear evidence in ſupport of the allegations adyanced in the 
different petitions preſented againſt the Bill, and calculated 


to ſubſtantiate the merits of a caſe, no other opportunity of 
proving which had occurred. 


The Speaker told the honourable member, that it was not 
| allows 


Arr. 
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allowable to arraign the conduct of the Houſe, which had 
already determined, that counſel ſhould not be heard. 

Mr. . Dundas ſpoke in ſupport of the Bill, and ſtated 
that although the reſervoir in queſtion would occupy ten 
miles ſquare of ground, yet it was to be preſumed, that it 
would be of public utility, until the N ſhould be 

proved. | 

Mr. Martin ſaid, that though he was a friend to canals in 
general, he mult vote againſt the preſent Bill, from the cen- 
viction that its object was to defeat another ſcheme, preg- 
nant with the moſt beneficial conſequences to the commerce 
of the country in general, and to Staffordſhire potteries in 
particular. 

Sir W. Pulteney expreſſed his approbation of the principle 
of the Bill; but remarked, that when any company of pro- 
prietors came to parliament to requeſt a favour, parliament 
ought to require that they ſhould be juſt to others. If he 
had been rightly informed, the Trent and Merſey Company 
refuſed to open a communication with different mines and 

manufactories in the vicinity of their canal, and by that 


| means, did a conſiderable injury to the public. This kind 

07. of conduct might ſucceed for a time, but it would not be | 

| BY! long tolerated in a commercial country. 

141 General Egerton, in reply, obſerved that no propoſal "ip 
" a communication with mines, &c. had ever been refuſed z and 


that the Trent and Merſey Canal Company were always 
i | xeady to accommodate the country by admitting. every com- 1 


DIET IIS A Rs 
_ 


þ munication that was practicable. 
1 The Bill was ordered to be engroffed. _ 9 
| 1 Mr. Roſe brought up the Loan Bill, which was read a * 
| 1 firſt time, and or dered to be read a ſecond time on Mon- 1 
14 day. E 
| 4 Rue Bill for granting an seen duty on certain ex- 
i 1 Ciſeable articles, Auctions, Coffee, Britiſh Spirits, &c. 
10 was brought up, read a firſt time, and ordered to be read 
þ 1 a fecond time on Monday. 5 | | 
1 Tze Bill for granting certain additional dudes on Scotch 
111 Diſtilleries, was brought in and read a firſt time, and ordet- 
144 ed to be read a ſecond time on Monday. FFT 
| 9 | A Bill tor granting certain additional duties on Cuſtom | 
1 Goods, was brought up and read a firſt time, and ordered to 
Br be read a ſecond time on Monday. 
Fi „ Adjourned: till Monday. 
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' HOUSE OF LORDS. — | 
| Monpar, Dec. 12. 


125 The Farl of Aſbburnham and the — of Livhfel took 
the oaths and their ſeats. 
The Bills on the table (all private ones) were ſeverally | 


read in their reſpective ſtages. 
The Dudley Canal Bill was brought upf from the Houſe 


| of Commons, and read a firſt time. 


'SCOTS APPEAL. 


Their Lordſhips heard the Attorney General,” as counſel 
for the appellant in the Scots appeal—John Pringle, of St. 


Clement's Wells, againſt Janet Dove, and Jane Dove, Ex- 
ecutrixes and Reſiduary Legatees of Elizabeth Todd, de- 


ceaſed. Aſter which, "9 e te further hearing 


of the caſe. 


= WAR WITH SPAIN. 


GEORGE, . 


His Majeſty is concerned to et the Houſe of I ords chat his arenen 5 
| to preſerve peace with Spain, and to adjuſt all matters in diſcuflion with that 
Court by an amicable negociation, have been rendered ineffectual by an abrupt and | 

7 unprovoked Declaration of War on the part of the Catholic King. N | 


_ His Majeſty, at the ſame time that he fincerely laments this addition to the 


cCalamities of war already extending over ſo great a part of Europe, has the ſatiſ- 
faction to reflect that nothing has been omitted on his part which could contribute 
to che maintenance of peace on grounds conſiſtent with the honour of his en | 
| and the intereſts of his dominions. | 


And he truſts, that under the 5850150 of Divine: Providence, the Srumaſs 


and wiſdom of his parliament will enable him effectually to repel this unpro- | 
voked aggreſſion, and to afford to all N an additional of coca of the m_ 1 
_ reſources of the Britiſh Nation, | 


Which having been read Th the * 


Lord Grenville moved, that his Majeſty 8 waſt graciqus 
N meſſage be taken into conſideration the next day; which was 
accordingly ordered. 


Lord Grenville then IONS 7 that the 13 of War 


of the Court of Madrid againſt Great ns: wo that the 


Vor. J. * Uu Aer 


/ ae, 


Lord Gremille preſented the Owing meſſage from the | 
= King. ” 
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PE ns to that declaration be laid before the Houſe. Or- 


dered. 


Their Lordſhips 1 were ordered to be: ſummoned the next 
day. 


Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
__Momnvar, Dec. 12. 
MILBORNE-PORT ELECTION. | 


The Chairman brought up the report of the committee ap- 
pointed to try the merits of the petition againſt the election 
For Milborne-port, confirming the election, but declaring 


the petition to be neither frivolous nor vexatious. 

The Chairman of the committee appointed to try the me- 
rits of the election for the borough of Leominſter, delivered 
in the report, by which the election is confirmed, but the 
petition declared to be neither frivolous nor vexatious. 


The Secretary at War gave notice, that on Thurſday next 
he would move for leave to bring 1 in an amended Bill for the 
_ augmentation of the militia.” _ 
The Loan Bill, the Exciſe Duty Bill, the Scots Diſtillery 
Bill, and the Cuſtom Duty Bill, were each. read a ſecond 


time. 


Mr. Biddulph moved for e 1 papers relative 


to the Eaſt India Rae which were ordered to be made 
out. 


MILITARY INTERFERENCE. 


Mr. Jelyl ſaid, if ever there was a period more than ano- 
cher in which watchfulneſs was the duty of every member of 
parliament, it was the preſent. The ſubject which he was 
about to mention, he introduced with the greater readineſs, 


becauſe he ſaw the right honourable Secretary at War in his 
place. He believed that a letter. ſigned M. Wodhall, to the 
Earl of Northampton, Lord Lieutenant of the county of 
Northampton, had met the eye of moſt gentlemen in the di- 


urnal Keie Mr. Jekyl read the letter as follows, 


NEW MILITIA ACT. 


To THE EARL OF NORTHAMPTON, LORD LIEUTENANT OF THE counTyY | 


OF NORTHAMPTON, 
„ M Lon p, 


«© On going ye terday to the firſt meeting for Brackley diviſion, 1 the new 
Militia Act, I obſerved a troop of cavalryſparading before the inn; two Juſtices and 
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two other Deputy Lieutenants were there, and juſt proceeding to buſineſs ; they 


all aſſured me that the military did not attend in conſequence of any applicatien 


from them; but that the commanding officer produced orders from the War Office 
ſigned by one of Mr, Windham's clerks. No riot or diſturb ance whatever had taken 
place, and the numerous conſtables appeared fully competent to the preſervation of 
the peace; the ſoldiers, however, continued to obſtruct our door during the whole day 
and on my remarking the delay which aroſe from one of the conſtables not ccil tir g 5 
the appellants from his pariſh, and bringing them into the roam, he excuſed him- 


ſelf by ſaying the ſoldiers would not ſuffer them to enter the houſe. | 
Under this newly adopted ſyſtem of military government, it is highly in- 
compatible with my principles to act any longer as a Deputy Lieutenant. Being 


unacquainted with your Lordſhip's town reſidence, I take the liberty of requeſting 
Nr. Markham to fill up the direction, and to forward this letter by the poſt, and 
to keep the deputation, which I received 28 yours ago f.om Low Halifax, till he 
has an opportunity of delivering it. 8 | 


am my Lord, . . | 5 


« Your Lordſhip" $ moſt 3 and 
N e Moſt humble ſervant, . 
| xp M. Wopnats," 


Thenſbed, near Bunbury. 
Dec. 3, 1796. 


Mr. Jekyl wiſhed for fins explanation of the ſubject from 


the e at War, which, if he did not obtain, he ſaid he 
would bring the matter before the Houſe in a regular ſhape. 
Ihe Secretary at War replied, that he had waited with | 
_ anxiety to hear the charge which the honourable gentleman 
had to bring againſt him, and he was very much ſurpriſed 
when he found it to be grounded upon a circumſtance which 
he never had heard of till that moment. It was impoſſible 
for him to give him any ſatisfaction upon the ſubject, but he 
| fhould make enquiry, under a firm perſuaſion, however, 
that no orders had iſſued from his office which were not 
called for by the circumſtances of the caſe. He recollected 
aft ſeſſion to have heard a formal complaint made by a noble 
lord (Lord William Ruſſel,) reſpecting the interference of 
the military on a certain occaſion, and when he came to enr 
quire into the matter, he found the circumſtances to have 
been entirely miſrepreſented, and that the military had con- 
ducted themſelves with moſt perfect propriety. 
Ihe Bill for ſecuring more effectually the duties on Bonds, 
Leaſes, and other legal inſtruments, was brought 3 in and read 
2 firſt time. 


| 
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Hs MAJESTY'S MESSAGE. 


Mr. Gecratiny Dundas brought down a meſſage from the 
King upon the Declaration of War of the Court of Madrid 
againſt Great Britain; which being read by Mr. Hatſel, and 
being the ſame in ſubſtance with that ſent to the Houſe of 
| Lords, | 

Mr. Secretary Dundas moved, That his Majeſty 8 mel 
ſage be taken into conſideration the next day. 

VM.᷑r. Grey ſuggeſted that ſome papers would be neceſſary 
to enable the Houſe to judge of the conduct of his Majeſty's 

miniſters in the diſcuſſion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid his honourable friend 
had juſt gone to the bar to bring them up. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas brought a copy of the Declaration 
of War by the Spaniſh Court, and notified that the Anſwer 
to this declaration would be laid before the Houſe the next 
day. 

The Stage Coach duty Bill was brought in and read: A 
firſt time. 


SOUTHWARK ELECTION. 


Mx. T; 1 repreſented to the Houſe that he had not 
hoes preſent when Mr. Tierney's petition was preſented 
that he had been out of town, and that he now 


found that he could not be ready to anſwer one of the alle- 


gations contained in that petition, namely, that Mr. "Tierney 
had a majority of legal votes, till Friday, He therefore 
moved, That the order tor hearing the petition be mg. 
from the next day and fixed for Friday. 

Mr. Whitbread roſe to oppoſe what he 8 as one 
of the ſtrangeſt motions that ever had been made in the 
Houſe. He reminded the Houle of the whole courſe of the 
buſineſs. When the petition was preſented he announced his 


intention of making a general motion on the ſubject. This, 


however, he deferred till after the merits of the petition 
were decided, becauſe it was his wiſh that the committee 
ſhould enter unprejudiced upon the inveſtigation of the 
cauſe. At the ſame time he ſtated, that as this deciſion 


was of more than ordinary importance, he was of opinion 
that the petition ſhould take precedence of others; accord- 


ingly it was ordered to be heard the next day, and to enſure 


the attendance of members, the Houſe was alſo ordered to 


| the called over. After theſe arrangements were mage, 
what did Mr. Thelluffon require? That the ballot ſhould he 
deferred till Friday, He war — e that the 


Houle 
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Houſe would not agree to the motion when they conſidered 


tlie ſerious inconvenience with which it would be attended 


to the witneſſes, who were already ſummoned to appear the 


next day, and the chance there was, if the call was diſpoſed 


of to the next day, that they would not be able to make a, 
Houſe before Chriſtmas. 


Mr. Grey urged the inconyenience and expence to which 


the petitioner would he expoſed, if the meafure of poſtpon- 


ing the petition was adopted. The witneſſes, he obſerved, 


were many of them out of town: ſummonſes had been ifucd 


for them, and thoſe ſummonſes had been ſerved, at con- 


ſiderable coſt. New ſummonſes would be neceffary : and if 
the trouble of ſerving thoſe ſummonſes was great at firſt, it 
would be much increaſed, by the circumſtance of the wir- 
nefles being apprized that they were to be ſerved, and keep- 


ing out of the way. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſ ported Mr. Thelluffor 2 


motion. The delay which was propoſed was not more than 
for about forty-eight hours: And with reſpec to the argu- 
ment which had been uſed, that a longer notice of Mr. 


Thelluſſon's wiſhes ſhould have been given, he thought it 


Was impoſſible, a fortnight ago, to have foreſeen cauſes which 
| might have rendered ſo ſhort a delay as that which was ſoli- | 
cited neceſſary. As to the objection which Mr. Whitehead 
| had urged, that the petitioner had only received notice of 

the intended motion in the morning, that had no weight; 

the order which it was moved to diſcharge, was made with- 
out any notice having been given. to Mr. Thelluſſon; nor 

did he think what had been urged reſpecting the attendance 
of the witneſſes deſerved much attention. The Houſe was 
always willing to ſave individuals from unneceſſary trouble; 
but he ſuppofed it to be of little conſequence to them, whe- 
ther they came to that Houſe, from a place no further off 
than the Borough of Southwark, on W edneſday or on Fri- 


day. Mr. Tierney's perſonal inconvenience, where he was 


ſo much intereſted, could hardly be urged; and if it way 
O urged, it would hardly be conſidered as a futhcient reaſon. 


It was not his with, when an application for time wag 


* made to the Houſe, to ſpeak to the merits of the caſe; 
| but he heard that one of the pointsſn the petition was a point 
of law, and turned upon an alledged diſqualification, ariſing 


out of the deciſion of the committee on the former election 
This he underſtood to be one of the grounds of the petition, 
and it was on this account that it gained a priority. Now 
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How this would expedite the buſineſs, as the motion was not 
intended to be made on the former report, unleſs it could 


be ſuppoſed that the petition, thus complicated in law and 


fact, would be decided before the receſs. If he had ever 
| heard a caſe in which an application for time was reaſon- 


able, it was the preſent. | 
Mr. Whitbread explained, and ſaid, that if the motion 


for delay was preſſed, he ſhould certainly divide the Houſe. 


Mr. Fox argued againſt the delay; no good reaſon, he ſaid, 
had been alleqged for it; it would be attended with ſerious 


inconveniencies to the petitioner, to the witneſſes, and to the 
members of the Houſe. It intended to put off the motion, 
of which his honourable friend had given notice, which it 


was of great importance to have early brought forward; 
and laſtly, it tended to eſtabliſh a precedent for granting 
delays, which, if it was acquieſced in, in the preſent inſtance, 


he did not know when they could be reaſonably withheid. 
Mr. WW. Dundas ſaid, that a delay of about two days was 


all that was ſought, and that the argument which was urged 
againſt granting it where it would be highly convenient, was 


the loſs of two days pleaſure to fome of the gentlemen who 


might form the committee. To the witneſſes it muſt cer- 


tainly be indifferent whether they came to the Houſe of Com- 
mons on Wedneſ ſday or on Friday. 

which had been urged of the poſſibility of not making a 
Houſe ſufficiently numerous on Friday did not ſtrike him; 
for how eaſy was it to adjourn the call to that day, and then 


The great danger 


they were juſt as ſure as on any other day. 


Sir Watkin Williams M. om {trenuouſly oppoſed the delay, 


as contrary to the principle, and ſubverſive of the influence 


of the act which bore the name of his reſpected anceſtor 


| (the Grenville Act.) 


The Houſe then divided on is motion for delaying the 


ballot till Friday, 


1 y %% 


| Majority ; 7 RE 


Upon a motion that the call of the Houſe, which finds 
for the next day, ſhould be Put off till Friday, a divifion | 
took place. 


Ayes, (for 5 motion) -- - 3 08. 
Nees (againſt it) - = 63 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that owing to the 
great nee which had been made for the cavalry bill, no 


dil 


[Commons. 
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bill could be procured to be laid before the Houſe, which 
was neceffary to be done in the regular mode of proceeding; 
he ſhould therefore defer till to-morrow his motion for leave | 
to bring a bill to explain and amend that act. 


M. DE LA FAYETTE. 


General Fiap ſaid, that as the Heuſe was to be en- 


gaged in the diſcuſſion of a queſtion of great publick im- 
portance, he ſhould deter his motion relative to General la 
Fayette till Friday. 


Mr. Alderman Combe ſaid, that 10 had rd informa- 


tion that attempts had already been made within the city of 
| London, to levy the additional five per cent. and 10 per cent. 


on certain cuſtom duties, before theſe taxes had in a any ſhape 


obtained the approbation of the Houſe, and he withed to 


know .whether any authority for 15 purpoſe had been given 
at the treaſurß? ?? 


Mr. Roſe ſaid, that certainly no ſuch authority had been 


given ; 


Mr. Grey Gd. the meaſure. now complained of had laſt 
year been put in practice, and he himſelf had called the at- 
tention of the Houſe to it, eſpecially in the inſtance of the 
wine tax. Since the unjuſt and oppreſſive ſyſtem of im- 
poſing retroſpeCtive taxes had been introduced, no more vio—- 
lent ſtretch of power had been attempted, and which, if 
permitted, directly went to deſtroy the privileges of the 
Houſe. 
Mr. Roſe ſaid, that there might ſome enquiries have been 
made for the purpoſe of obtaining information for the com- 
miſſioners of the cuitoms, but no authority had been | a at 


the treaſury for the purpoſe alluded to. 
Mr. Grey ſaid, that the ſame aſſertion had laſt year been 


N brought 8 although the caſe had actually been as he | 
ſtated to the one. ” 


Mr. Grey then ſaid, that, as the ſubject of advance to the 


Emperor would ſoon be the object of diſcuſſion, he wiſhed 
to know if any intereſt had yet been paid upon the loan | 
which had been granted to the Emperor? The intereſt for 
the firſt year had been allowed when the loan itſelf was given 


but there was no information yet in the poſſeſſion of the 
Houſe with regard to the payment of intereſt for the tublc- 


quent period ? 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer fad; th the Koen | 
_ gentleman might move, Wat. an account thould be laid be- 


fore 
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fore the Houſe upon the ſubject concerning which he aſked 


for information. 


Mr. Grey then moved, That there be laid before the Houſe, 


an account of the ſums received in payment of the intereft 
on the Imperial loan, and the manner in which it had been 
received. Ordered. 


Mr. W. Smith ſaid, that laſt year he had moved for an 
addreſs to his Majeſty, for certain papers, which had not 
yet been laid before the Houſe z he ſhould therefore move, 


That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, praying 
that he would gracioully be pleafed to give orders for laying 
before the Houſe copies of the different acts for the regula- 


tion of ſlaves, which had been tranſmitted from the colonies, 


for the approbation of his Majeſty, ſince the year 1788, 


Aprced to. 
'The Trent and Merſey Bill was read 2 third time and 


paſſed. | 
The committees of ſupply, and ways and means, were © poſts 


| poned till Wedneſday. 


Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


'Turspar, December 13. 


Counſel were heard further in the Scottiſh appeal, John 
Pringle, apellant and Janet Dove and Jane Dove executrixcs, 


&c. of Elizabeth Todd, reſpondents. 


The Bill for augmenting the number of canons reſidentiary - 


of Litchfield, the Trent and Merſey navigation Bill, and 


another private Bill were brought up from the Commons, 


_ preſented and read a firſt time. 


Lord Grenville then moved the order of the day for the 


conſideration of his Majeſty's meſſage, announcing to the 
Houſe the declaration of war of the court of Madrid againſt 


Great Britain. 


The order being read, and his Majeſty's meſſage, 


Lord Grenville ſaid, ſo fete" c, was he that there could be . 


but one opinion entertained by their Lordſhips on the ſubject 
of the meſſage from his Majeſty that had been juſt read, and 


upon the declaration of war to which it referred, and e 
then lay, with the anſwer to it, upon their Lordſhips table, 


and that the addreſs he was about to move would meet with 
their unanimous concurrence, that it would be wholly un- 
_ neceſſary for him to trouble the Houſe with more than a 
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very few words previous to his moving it. This was the third 
time during the reign of preſent Sovereign, that the king of 


Spain had thought proper to declare war againſt this coun- 


try. On every of thoſe occaſions the cauſes aſſigned for ſuch 
hoſtile conduct on the part of the court of Madrid towards 


Great Britain, had been ſo frivolous in their nature and ſo 


little ſupportable upon grounds either of juſtice or of policy, 
that perhaps not any equally frivolous and puerile were to 
be found recorded in the annals of Europe, as the alledged 
pretexts of war declared by one ſovereign ſtate againſt ano- 


ther. But frivolous as the cauſes for declaring war againſt _ 
Great Britain, alledged by the court of Madrid, had been on 


the two preceding occaſions, thoſe ſtated in the declaration 
of war then upon their lordſhips table, were infinitely more 
frivolous, more puerile and more abſurd, and the only feel- 


ing that a peruſal of them could inſpire, muſt be the ut- 
moſt aſtoniſhment, that any deſcription of individuals calli 


themſelves ſtateſmen, could ſerioully bring them forward in 


the eyes of the world, and gravely aſſign them as plauſible 
_ reaſons for a declaration of war againſt a country recently 


their ally, and which had on every occaſion manifeſted its 


frriendly intentions towards their ſovereign and his intereſts, 
This was the third time in his Majeſty's reign that the king 
of Spain, not naturally the enemy of this country in any 
political view, had choſen to interfere, when Great Bri- 
| tain was engaged in hoſtilities with France, and without the 


ſmalleſt provocation on the part of his Majeſty, to eſpouſe 
the intereſts of the French. Flimſy and little ſupportable by 


truth or policy, however, as the cauſes aſſigned by the court 
of Madrid on the preſent occaſion were, his Majeſty had not 
been on that account prevented from exerting his utmoſt en- 
deavours to preſerve the harmony, that had lately ſubſiſted 
between the two courts, and by diſcuſſing the points in 
_ queſtion through the medium of friendly negotiation com- 
- promiſe their differences, and avert the horrors and calamities 


of war. All his Majeſty's efforts to this purpoſe had proved 


| ineffeCtual, through the obſtinate and haughty refuſal of the 


court of Madrid, acting no doubt under the influence of the 
enemy, to accede to any negotiation by the means of which 


the imaginary grievances the king of Spain now complain- 
ed of, might have been amnicably adjuſted. So little doubt 
did he entertain that their lordſhips would be perfectly ſatis- 
- fied with the conduct of his Majeſty's miniſters, on this im- 
f porrant ſubject, that he was rather inclined to fear that the 


ouſe might conſider it as too conciliatory and humiliating, 
vor. I. 1796. „ 


_ eſpecially 
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eſpecially to a power, which by its ſubſequent abrupt and 


offenſive declaration of war, had ſhewn how little it was en- 


titled to ſo much reſpect and attention on the part of the 


Britiſh government. With regard to the addreſs,, which he 
ſhould in a few moments have the honour to propoſe, he 
was too confident of the loyalty and patriotiſm of that Houſe 


to think that their lordſhips would not cordially concur in 


an unanimous aſſurance to his Majeſty of that ſupport which 
he had ſo often experienced in caſes where the dignity of his 


crown, and the honour, the ſafety, and the deareſt intereſts 


of the Britiſh empire, were concerned. Having thought it 


neceſſary to ſay thus much, lord Grenville declared, he would 
not be ſo unjuſt to the feelings of their lordſhips as to treſ- 


paſs longer on their attention, but would proceed to move 
the addreſs, which he held in his hand. 
The addreſs was read by the clerk, and afterwards by the 


Lord Chancellor, and * to by the Houſe nemine di Hen. 


tiente, 


Ordered to be carried up to his Majeſty by the Lords with 
White Raves. 


monies OF COMMONS. 6 
Tonspav, December 13. 


Mr. Mainwaring preſented a petition from the wharfingers 
of Shadwell, aginſt the propoſed plan for building wet docks 


at Wapping, which was ordered to be laid upon the table. 
Mr. Dent moved for an account of the amount of the 


number of letters and packets ſent or received free from the 

duty of poſtage, diſtinguiſhing thoſe ſent or received by the 
members of that Houſe, from the 5th of April, 1796, to 
the lateſt period to which the accounts can be made up- 


Ordered. 


Mr. 8 Due preſented copies of the as of 
war againſt this country by the court of Madrid, and the 
anſwer to the ſame, which were ordered to be laid upon. the 


table. | 
Mr. Roſe moved "0 leave to being in a Bill PIs more effec- 


tually ſecuring the ſtamp quties on indentures, &c. from 


frauds. Agreed to. 


The Bill for regulating the rates of poſtage, 1 the i in- 
land navigation duty Bill, were read a firſt time. 
The ſtage coach duty Bill, the Dutch property Bill, and 


the Kircudbright roads Bill, were read a ſecond Gs and 
commuted. 


The 
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The Litchfield church Bill was read A third t.me, and 
Palled. | 


DUTIES UPON THE os, 
Mr. Alderman Combe repeated the aſſertion he had made the 


preceding day, reſpecting the collecting of the new additional 
duties of five and ten per cent. upon the cuſtoms. He was 
authoriſed, he ſaid, to repeat it, and was enabled to inſiſt on 


the truth of it, by the accurate information which he tad 


again received on the ſubject; and he could aſſure the Houle, 
that thoſe duties were collected both on Oy laſt and. the 
preceding day. 


Mr. Roſe explained, that, ding to the ord nary prac- 


tice, a letter had been ſent from the lords of the treaſury to 


the commiſhoners of the cuſtoms, acquainted them that a 


reſolution had been paſſed in the committee of ways and 
means, to raiſe a ſupply by an increaſe of duty on certain 


articles of cuſtoms, and deſiring them to give publick notice 


of the articles on which the duties were to attach. The 
commifſſioners accordingly gave notice to the officers of the 
long room; and at the fame time informed them, that the 
| levy was not to be made till the act of parliament had paſſed; 
5 yet, notwithitanding this declaration, he underſtoo that, 
in one caſe, the duties had been taken, but on the diſcovery 
of the walten, were immediately after returned back to the | 
party. - 
Mr. Whitbread wiſhed to know the date of the Spaniſh 
declaration of war, as there was no date in the paper on che 


table. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtain TH that the 
declaration was delivered witliout a date, and therefore he 
did not know it; but he had no objection to inform him, 
when it was received. | 
Mr. Whitbread made ſome 8 on the conſider- 
able length of time which had elapſed between the know- 
ledge of that declaration and the communication of it to the 
Houſe; and moved, that there be laid before the Houſe, 
the date of the day on which that declaration was received, 


28 alſo, the date of the anſwer to the ſaid declaration: 
. Ordered. | 


IMPERIAL. LOAN. 
Mr. Grey ſtated, that, having the preceding = ad for 


accounts of the amount of the intereſt paid by his Imperial 
| Majeſty, for the loan granted to him by this country, and 


regollecting that the Emperor had ſolemnly pledged himſelf 
— by 
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by the treaty, not only to pay the intereſt, but annually to 
pay off 60,0001. by way of ſiaking fund, for the diſcharge of 


the capital, he wiſhed to know whether he had fulfilled 


his engagement, and e for that extinction of the 


debt. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer informed 1: im, that as no 


publick board had any concern for that extinction, he had 
no means of information; but he doubted not that, in conſe- 
quence of an order from that Houſe, the lords of the trea- 


ſury would be able to obtain the information which the 


| honourable gentleman required, from the Emperor's agents, 


Mr. Grey foreſaw the difficulty attending his enquiry z but 
as the Houſe had guaranteed the loan, he thought he was 
bound in duty to watch the diſcharge of the capital, and, 


upon that ground wiſhed to know what ſums had kh” 


remitted by the Emperor as well as paid for that pur- 
. 

. The Chancellor of the E xchequer replied, that there could 
be no other explicit mode of obtaining information, than 


by making a new order to ſuperſede the other, which might 
. poſſibly occaſion a delay of the returns already moved for, 
and which would elle be ready to be preſented the next. 

day. 


Mr. Grey was ticked ; ; and halo moved for an ac- 


count to be laid before the Houſe of what ſums had been 


remitted by his Imperial Majeſty towards the diſcharge of 

the loan granted to him by this country, and what ſums 

alſo had been paid by his agents for that purpoſe. Ordered, 
MONEY SENT TO THE EMPEROR. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, upon looking over the accounts of the ſums 

expended upon the extraordinaries of the army and the vote 


of credit, he perceived that where the Emperor's name was 


mentioned, the ſums would not amount to the 1 Goa, 
ſtated to have been granted to him by the Tight honourable 
gentleman, and if he tock into account the various ſums. 


ſent to colone! Crawford, it would be much more. He 
therefore wiſhed ſome informaticn on the ſubject. | 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he did not know whe- 
ther he could accurately ſtate, irom memory, the various 


ſums allowed to each, but 1, 200, oool. was the ſum he had 


always had in contemplation to aſſiſt the Emperor with. 
Mr. Fox moved for an account of the particulars of the 
ſums furniſhed to Colonel Crawfurd, together with an ac- 


count of the ſeveral bills drawn by him, with the dates of 
the bills respective. Ordered. 


Sir 


. Ma 
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Sir Witham Pulteney moved for an account df the dates of 


the ſeveral bills drawn for Dogma ts for the ul oe his Impe- | 


rial Majeſty.” Ordered. 8 | , 


HIS MAJESTY'S MESSAGE. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas moved the order of the day for tak⸗ 


ing his Majeſty's meſſage relative to the declaration of war 


of the court of Madrid againſt Great Britain into conſidera- | 


tion. The meilage being read. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas Lid, that by his Majeſty 8 3 


he had laid before the Houle the declaration of war by the 


court of Madrid, and an anſwer on the part of this govern- 
ment to the allegations contained in that declaration. Un- 
der thoſe circumitances the Houſe muſt perceive the neceſ- 
fity and propriety of affording the moſt vigorous ſupport to 


the executive government, and he conceived that it was 


neceſſary for him to add nothing further to procure the una- 
nimous ſupport of the Houſe to the addreſs which he had 
now to propoſe. If any additional information was wanted 
on the ſubject, there would be ample occaſion in future to 


propoſe any inquiries for that purpoſe, and it would then 


reſt with the diſcretion of the Houſe to decide, whether it 
was fit that ſuch information ſhould. be granted; but at 

_ preſent he conceived he ſhould meet with no oppolition to 
the motion, “ That an Humble Addreſs be preſented to his 
CL Majeſty, returning thanks tor his moſt en commu- 


« nication, &c.“ 


Mr. Fox ſaid, I riſe for one to expreſs my perfect concur- 
rence in the Rats of the preſent addreſs. At the fame 
time I cannot but conſider the event to which it alludes, a 


War with Spain, as a ſerious addition to the calamities of 


this country, and as affording a new ſource of regret, amidſt 
the many diſaſters which we have been called to deplore in 


cannot help thinking, how very ill miniſters have calculated 
with reſpect to the conſequences of the conteſt. The very 


gentleman who has now ſtood forward to ſuggeſt to you the 


propriety and neceſſity of agreeing to the preſent addreſs, at 
the commencement of the war, and in order to induce the 


| Houſe to embark in the meaſures which were then adopted 
by adminiſtration, aſſerted that we were in a fituation in which 
we had only to encounter the oppoſition of France, and in 


which we might expect the concurrence of almoſt the whole 
of Eyrope. This, among others, i is a ſtriking proof of the 
| blindneſs 


the courſe of the preſent conteſt. And at this moment 1 
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blindneſs of thoſe counſels by which we were led into the 
preſent war. There are ſame parts of this addreſs which 
meet with my warmeſt approbation; we are told that every 
thing has been done to avoid the calamity of war. Can mi- 


niſters ſay the fame thing with reſpect to the war under- 


taken againſt France? I hope that this ſentiment will be 
adopted in every future addreſs on the ſubject of war, and 


that every poſlible ſtep will be taken, in order to preſerve 
_ tranquility, before miniſters have recourſe to the deſperate 
meaſure of plunging the country into all the evils of hoſti- 


lity. It is ſuch a conduct alone which can render any war 


juſt, politic and neceflary. I have only to add that though _ 
perhaps the declaration of war on the part of Spain could 
not have been comunicated, I think that the Houſe have 


ſcarcely been treated with proper reſpect, as they have had 


no intimation of the meaſures which might have led mi- 
miſters to expect ſuch a declaration. I chearfully give my 
vote to the preſent addreſs, on the ſuppofition that the aſ- 
aſſertion with reſpect to every ſtep having been taken to 
avert hoſtility, is ſtrickly true; at the fame time, notwith- 
Randing the ſanguine language talked out of doors., I can- 
Not but conſider a war with Spain as a great addition to the 
calamities of the country. **V„ 33 
The addreſs was then read and carried nem. con. and ſuch 
members as are of his Majeſty's moſt honourable privy coun- 

cil deſired to wait upon his Majeſtey, to know when he will 
be graciouſly pleaſed to receive the ſame. . 


NAVY BILLS. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he had to bring 
forward a Bill, the object of which was in every point of 


view ſo eligible, that except ſome expreſs objection was 


| ſtarted, he thould without further preface introduce it to the 


attention of the Houſe. He therefore moved, that leave be 


given to bring in a Bill for the more ſpeedily paying Navy, 


Tranſport, and Victualling Bills. | 
Mr. Fex did not underſtand preciſely what was to be the 


limitation of their currency, but it appeared in general that 
the time of payment would take place within three months 


from the date. Now, if that were to be the caſe, he ſup- 

ofed the right honourable gentleman would take care to be 
provided at the time when they ſhould fall due, by the re- 
oular ſupplies or votes of credit. But if a long receſs of 


parliament enſued, or there ſhould be any error in the 
Amount 
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amount of the proviſion for their payment, he feared that 
government would riſque ſome inconyenience by this mea- 
ſure, in not having any fund to defray the bills when they 
fell due; and therefore he ſuggeſted this opinion to the 


Houſe, that he might know by what means this inconvenience 
Was to be avoided. _ 


The Chancellor of the E: 3 kad it would be a proper 


period to make theſe comments when the Bill came to be 
diſcuſſed. A currency of three months only appeared to 
him at preſent to be the beſt mode of ſupporting the public 
credit, and affording relief to individuals, maſmuch as the 
payment would be nearly equivalent to ready. money. In 
regard to Navy Biils, fix months might elapſe before they 
would be paid, although they would be floating no longer 


than three months in the market, and in regard to the other 
obſcrvations of the right honourable gentleman, if great and 


unforeſeen neceſſaries ſhould ariſe, it might be A to. 
extend the time of payment. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, if he underſtood 2 night . gen- | 
tleman rightly, ſix months might elapſe before Navy Bills 
became due after the time of their being iſſued, although 
they would not be more than three months in the market 
In that caſe, he truſted, ſome ſecurity for the payment was 


to be given to the perſon to whom they ſhould be delivered. 


In regard to the occaſional extent of currency, in great and 


unforeſeen expences, he was apprehenſive great objection 
would ariſe, ſince the Bill in that caſe would not deſtroy the 


evil for which it was intended; but whilſt it created new 
inconveniences would tolerate "the old ones in ſuffering the 


| bills to accumulate a heavy rate of. intereſt and diſcount by 
running to the lame extent. 


Leave was given to bring in the Bill; and the Chancellor 


of the Exchequer, and the Lords of the Treaſury, Mr. Roſe, 


and Mr. ts tha were Sekired : to Ne and e in | the 
ſame. 


. 


INTERFFRENCE OF THE MILITARY, DONT 's 


The Secretary at War faid, that the preceding night A 

learned gentleman had complained warmly of the improper 
intervention of a party of the military at Northampton. 
As he at that time knew nothing of the circumſtance, h 
could fay nothing upon the ſubject. He had alluded to a 


fimilar complaint which had laſt year been made by a noble 
Lord, when, after an inveiligayon of the particulars it ap- 


peared 


; 
| 
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— 1 peared, that an application had been made by a magiſtrate 
. For the inteference of the troops, that thanks had been re- 
1 turned to the War Office for their attention to the requeſt, 
14 and to the troops for their ſeaſonable aſſiſtance on the occa- 
16009 ſion. In the preſent inſtance, he had found that an applica- 
1 tion had been made from the Lord Lieutenant of the county 
i to the Secretary of State for the aſſiſtance of a military force, 

N as conſiderable apprehenſion was entertained with reſpecrt 
10 to the probability of ſome diſturbance. This application 

LON had in the uſual way been tranſmitted to the War Office, and „ 
Wk the neceſſary ſteps of conſequence were taken to comply — | ___ 
14% with the requeſt. He believed, however, that there was a | 
44 gentleman preſent much better qualified to ſpeak to the cir- 

N cumſtances and reſult of the whole tranſaction. : | 

1 Mr. Powys was ſorry, as member for the county, that he 
FALK had not been preſent the preceding day to exculpate the E 
1 War-Office, for the whole weight of the complaint was to . 
1 be transferred to the lord lieutenant, deputy lieutenant, and =>" 
[ Wh | . -magiltrates of the county, ſince as it was in conſequence of EY 
N 8 i their application the military interfered, they were alone re- 2 
1 ſponſible. At a previous meeting of ſome of the magiſtrates 1 
| Fil þ of the county, ſome apprehenſions of tumultuous and riotous 

1160 procoedings were ſtated, for the prevention of which the 


_ civil power was not thought quite adequate. An hon. mem- $7] 
wi of that Houſe, and commander of a regiment, offered to 1 
take any meaſure. moſt conducive to the preſervation of tze 
peace, and the lord lieutenant, deputy lieutenant, and mar- ͤ 
giſtrates, accordingly deſired him to make application to the 4 
War-Office for orders to do ſo. The orders were obtained, 
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1 Aàand the magiſtrates took upon them afterwards to make the 1 
by: Lt diſtribution. As to the behaviour of the troops, he could 7 
1 ſtate nothing: but if they had been guilty of any impro- e 
FLEW :priety, he thought it would not only have come to his ears, 8 
1400 but form the ſtrongeſt contraſt to their general behaviour, 1 
4 0 for they had received the thanks of the county. 1 
14% Mr. Fekyl ſaid, that notwithſtanding the ſtyle in which the | 


Secretary at War had the preceding night thought proper to 
treat the ſubject which he had then brought forward, and 
which, without much coarſeneſs of language, he conceived 
BEE himſelf entitled to ſay rather bordered on flippancy, the 
440% right honourable gentleman had regarded it however as a 
. matter of ſufficient conſequence to be again brought for- 
ward. What he had the preceding night ſtated reſted on 
the authority of a letter of the utmoſt publicity, and 0 7 
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had hitherto remained uncontradicted. The letter men— 
tioned that the appellants had, in breach of the law, been 


obſtructed by the military, while proceeding to exerciſe their 
right of appeal; and that Mr. Wodhall felt io indignant at 


this outrage that he had reigned his office of depvt y lieu- 


tenant. The magiſtrates in one diſtrict had ſurely no right 


to call out the military to controul the proceedings of a dif- 


ferent diſtrict, nor were any body of magiſtrates, with a 


lord lieutenant at their head, juſtified in bringing forward 


a military force to dragoon the people, for he could find no 


other phraſe for ſuch conduct. We had often heard of 2 
vigour beyond the law, and now it ſeemed that the period 
was arrived when this beautiful theory was to be reduced o 


Practice. 


Mr. Powys ſaid, the kind gentleman was akon in 


ſuppoſing that this meaſure was undertaken by the magif- 


trates of the other diſtricts, without the concurrence of thoſe 


belonging to that particular diſtrict. The meeting was one 
of the lord lieutenant, deputy lieutenant, and magiſtrates of 
the whole county, and it was upon the repreſentation of a 
magiſtrate of this very diſtrict, that this application had been 


made; for he ſtated, that chere were ſymptoms of tumult 
in that diſtrict and the neighbourhood. The learned gen- 
tleman thought he had diſcharged his duty | in bringing for- 
ward this buſineſs, but he had only diſcharged it in part, for 


3f he ſtill thought there was any ground for complaint, he 


mould bring 1 it forward i in a diſtinct motion, and call for the 


neceffary proots. _ N 


Sir William Dolben role to FA Toy the 3 ads by 


the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt. This applica- 
tion was made at the defire of a general meeting. It was 


therefore a moſt unjuſt accuſation to ſay, that they were 
ſent to dragoon the people. He thought the force of the 
country could not be better employed, than in aſſiſting the 


civil power, when it was reſiſted by thoſe ſeditious ſpirits 
who wiſhed to dragoon their betters; but he hoped they 


were now ſilent for ever. 
Lord William Rufell t hought that the explanation of the 
two laſt honourable gentlemen did not at all tend to place 


the matter in a more favourable point of view. He re garded 


the preſent as one of thoſe inſtances in which the interference 
of the military had been unwarrantably employed. He con- 


ſidered every ſuch inſtance as pregnant with alarm at a mo- 
ment like the preſent, when there ſeemed to be an intention oy 
Vor- I. 1790, e T7 LE 0. 
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to ſubvert all the eſtabliſhed principles of the conſtitution, 

and to introduce in their ſtead a military government. 
Colonel Villars claimed the indulgence of the Houſe, 

and ſaid there certainly were ſymptoms of a tumultous and 


riotous aſſembly; and moreover, if the troops had not been 
called out, the magiſtrates would not have been able to per- 


form their duty, ſince an armed mob was coming to join 
the people already aſſembled. At five o'clock in the even- 


eg, however, the magiſtrates informed the troops that every 
thing was quict, and thanking them for their aſſiſtance, gave 


them their diſcharge. This was a ſtrong proof the ſoldiers 
did nothing more than co-operate with the civil power | for the 
preſervation of the peace. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, it appeared that every ſtatement of his hon. | 
andlearned friend the precceding night had been correctly ad- 


vanced, ſince none denied them. He only knew Mr. Wodhall 
by report, and he underſtood, that he was a gentleman 
of great ability and reputation. Now 1t appeared from 


that gentleman's ſtatement, that the military had been par- 


rading up and down the ſtreets of his diſtrict, without any 
application from the mapiſtrates; for though the magiſtrates 
of Northampton had ſolicited the aſſiſtance of the militar 


power, the magiſtrates cf Brackiey had diſclaimed it. It 


certainly was very ſtrange then, that one ſet of magiſtrates 
mould fend for troops to aid the civil power of another. 


Surciy the magiſtrates themſcives were the true judges of 


what was necetlary for the exerciſe of their authority in 


their own diſtricts, But they had been told that this aſſiſt- 

ance had bcen ſent as a ſpreventive meaſure. The govern» 
ment was very ſwift in adopting theſe preventative meaſures 

he obſerved, and indeed ſo ſwift that no thinking man could 


look without alarm at their alacrity. 


Colonel J lars, Mr. Powyis, Mr. Fox, and Sir William 


Dolben, entered into mutal explanation. 


'The Chancellor of the Exchequer before he brought ſorward 


the motion, of which he had given previous notice, begged 
leave to ſay a few words upon the manner in which this ſub- 
ject had been introduced, and{in ſo doing, he ſaid, he would 


give a faithful recitation of the whole proceedings. It ori- 


ginated in a complaint againſt the war- office; it was then 


ſhifted upon the whole collective magiſtracy, and the honour- 
able and learned gentleman oppoſite had now. diſcovered it 
to be a part of a ſyſtem for dragooning the people. His 
only apology for uling that expreſſion Was, that he ker 
in 


* 
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find no other word at that time ; and, doubileſs, it was 


very true; for if he could, he never would have miſcalled 
the aſſiſtance of the military, at the requſition of the civil 
power, and ſubordinate at the ſame time to the direction of 


force of a noble lord's ideas, in miſtaking ſuch an exerciſe of 


* 


the civil power, a meaſure to dragoon the people. Equal to 
this honourable and learned gentleman's language was the 


the military power, enforced by civil authority, for a mili- 


tary government. Thus, the learned gentleman, by an 


extraordinary embelithment, had attempted to enrich his 


own language: and the noble lord had given to the Houſe 
an impreſſive idea of his conſtitutional knowledge. The next 
charge was transferred to the county of Noaxthampton, com- 


plaining that the county was deſirous to erect a military 
deſpotiſm; and then the next charge was brought againſt 
the officer of the troops for having neceſſarily diſtributed 
them after aſking the opinion of the magiſtrates upon the 


neceſſity of doing fo, and taking their opinion in the 
_ affirmative | The other inſtance of dragooning the peo- 
ple was, in the allegation that the military force had 
obſtructed the appellants, and yet it appeared that theſe 
_ appellants, who were ſo violently and unconſtitutionally 
obſtructed, were coming with an armed force to reinforce 


another riotous afſembly, and oppoſe the execution of the 


laws. [A cry from the Oppoſition of No, no, ns! and from the 
other fide of Hear him, hear bim] This at leaſt was what 
he underſtood, and after all this violent and abuſive inter- 
_ ference of the military power againſt the conſent and incli- 
nation of the magiſtrates ; it appeared that at five o'clock in 
the evening, a meſſage was ſent from the magiſtrates to the 
troops, to inform them that every thing was quiet, and that 


they might go home. He had only one word more to ſay, 


Which was, that he hoped gentlemen would no longer conti- 
nue to defer the buſineſs of the day by ſuch irregular diſ- 
. courſe, but if they conceived the ſubject required further 
| Inveſtigation, he ſhould concur in the with of his honourable 
friend (Mr. Powys) that they would regularly aſcertain the 
fact by moving for the papers of application from the magiſ- 
trates to the war- office, for the ſupport of military force. 


Mr. Grey wiſhed to make a few obſervations upon 


the ſarcaſms of the right honourable gentleman, ſupported 
by what he called a faithful recitation of facts. Though an 

_ honourable gentleman had exculpated the war-office, he ſtill 
thought there were grounds enough for an enquiry into a 
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meaſure, which went ſo far to aſſect the libertics of the peo- 
ple, ſince he could by no means determine who was to 
blame. But this he knew, that when the magiſtrates aſſerted 


that the appellants had been obſtructed by the military force, 
the truth of that aſſertion ought to be inveſtigated. The 
right honourable gentleman had ſaid that the troops were 


only called out for a preventive meaſure, and that though 


they were ready to act, they did not act; and yet the magi- 
ſtrates alledge that they obſtructed the appellants. This was 


one proof of his faithful recitation. Now the complaint was 
that the troops had been unconſtitutionally drawn out to 
dragoon the people without the authority of the magiſtrates, 


and that the commanding officer took upon him to parade 


the ſtreets, not only in defiance of the requiſition, but in 
defiance of the magiſtrates; and then the right honourable 


gentleman in a loud tone of voice exclaims, that the appel- 


lants were a mob in arms. So much for the fidelity of his 


ſtatements. With an ingenuity by no means ſupriſing to 
the Houſe, and by no means uncommon to the right hon- 
ourable gentleman, he had converted peaceable appellants 


into an armed mob. He did not know bat the conduct of 
the officer was blameleſs, although he was ſure that it deſer- 


ved no praiſe. He concluded in expreſfing his opinion that 


his honourable and learned friend was entitled to the thanks 
of the Houſe for bringing this ſubject forward. 


Colonel FVillars, in explanation ſaid, that one mob was 


aſſembled, that another with arms was on the march to join 


it, and that the magiſtrates with one voice further repreſen- 


ted that they ſhould not have been able to carry the act into 


execution without the aſſiſtance of the ſoldiers. 


Mr. 7ekyl/ was proceeding to reply, when the ſpeaker put 
an end to the converſation, by obſerving that it was totally 
irregular. „ | | 
4 . SUPPLEMENTAL MILTTIA. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer obſerved, that he had 


given notice on a former day of his intention to bring in 2. 
J explanatory Bill, to make ſome alterations in that which 
lately paſſed for raiſing a ſupplemental militia, in 
order that it might be carried more eaſily into effect. He 
would not make any obſervations then on the ſubject, but 
content himſelf with firſt moving that the Bill already paſſed 


be read; which being done, he then moved, „That leave 
be given to bring in a bill to explain and amend the ſaid act. 
| 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Fox ſaid, he ſhould move an amendment, that in- 


ſtead of „ explain and amend,” ſhould be inſerted the word 
« repeal.” He conceived. the bill to be ſo objectionable, 
that he had no difficulty in ſaying it would be waſting the 
time of the Houſe to enter into detail upon the ſubject. He 
appealed to the Houſe, whether after what they had heard 
of what took place in Northamptonthire, and various other 
places, they were not convinced it was a meaſure which had 
excited a general diſcontent in the country; if ſo, he thought 
that by continuing ſuch a bill they would do ſomething more 
calculated to favour, than to defeat the defigns of our ene- 


mies, the Bill being, as he apprehended it to be, generally diſ- 


liked, eſpecially among the lower claſſes of the people. 
However laudable the intention of officers might be, it could 


not be put in execution without very great inconvenience, 


and the advantages of it at beſt would be very trifling, He, 
therefore, without enlarging on the matter, moved, That 
inſtead of the words “ explain and amend,” be inſerted the 


word « repeal.” He ſhould not, however, take the ſenſe 


of the Houſe upon his motion, unleſs ſome other penticman 
| Thould require it. 

Mr. M. A. Taylor ſeconded the imendiment. | 
Mr. Foliffe ſaid, that he roſe to expreſs his approbation of 
the amendment which had been moved. He was convinced 
that in cafe of any invaſion being attempted upon this coun- 
try every perſon would, without compulſion, be ready to 
take arms in its defence. The preſent meaſure had occaſi- 
oned no ſmall diſſatisfaction in the country, and to excite 


ſuch a diſpoſition in the people would certainly tend to 


defeat the object of internal ſecurity. He did not with that 
miniſters ſhould be rendered unpopular, and if they defire 
to avoid that conſequence they would, for their own ſakes, 


look to the ſtate of the country, and conſider the effects 


which the meaſure might produce by counteracting the 
deſign for which it was intended. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that he could ſcarcely believe: 
that the right honourable. gentleman ſeriouſly imagined that 
the arguments he had uſed would induce the Hayſe to re- 
ject the meaſure which it was propoſed to adopt; he\ſhould, 
however, fay a few words to what had fallen from the 


right honourable gentleman who had juſt ſat down. It was 


ſaid the meaſure had met with great oppolition, and excited 
no inconſiderable portion of diſcontent. He would beg 
leave, however, to remind the Houſe, and particularly thoſe 

e who were too young to 9 rolle the :act, that 


when 
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when the plan of a militia was firſt ſuggeſted, which fince, 
in the opinion of all, was admitted to be our true conſtitu- 
tional defence, and the beſt guardian of our ſecurity, it had 
encountered an oppoſition more general and ' unequivocal, 
more relolute and determined, than any which had been 


diſplayed upon the preſent occaſion. 'This much, however, £ 
he would venture to ſay, that if any meaſure was found by 5 
the legiſlature to be neceſſary f for the welfare of the country, 3 


it ought not to be given up merely becauſe thoſe for whoſe 34 


od it was intended, did not perceive its advantages, or "af 
reliſted its operation. For his own part, he conſidered that « 
it would molt highly conduce to the ſecurity of the country 1 | 
if the meaſures of defence were put upon a larger ſcale z and * 
if all men throughout the kingdom taught thennſelves the 1 
uſe of arms, that when any danger required the exertion 5 
| _ neceſſary, they might be able, as well as willing, to contri- 1 


bute their aſfiſtance. He thought that that day he might 

congratulate gentlemen upon the other ſide on having got up 

their ſpirits. At preſent they ſeemed to be perfectly free 

from the apprehenſion of danger. He hoped, however, 

they would not be lions one day and hares the next. He 
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„ boped they would act with ſome conſiſtency in their cries of 
alarm and their afſertions of ſecurity. One day they expati- 
a ated upon the danger with which the county in certain cir- 
R it j _ cumſtances might be threatened. When Holland was likely 
f 4+ 1 to be over- run by the victorious arms of France, it was ſaid 
1 0 yl upon the other {ide that the danger which was apprehended 
N from this event was a mere bug⸗ bear, while again they re- 
11 reſented the circumſtance of ſo much importance as to 
„ threaten the ſafety of this country. The dread of danger 
FLIES ſtill remained, and the panic which this had produced had 
1 not ſubſided. Some months ago, when the armies of our 


allies were flying before the victorious armies of France, 
apprehenſions were entertained that if the enemy ſucceeded 
in ſubduing the force of Auſtria, an attempt of invaſion” 
would be made. In conſequence of the ſucceſs which at- 
tended for a time their operations, there was no man Who 
179 did not believe that when the French had ſucceeded in hum _ 
(4.1500 bling the Houſe of Auſtria, they entertained ideas of em- =" 


K 


—ͤ—Ü—œJ— — — — 
— ů —k4Atz == 


- — _ 
* N n ny 


— wb trans Sr TE b: 
— — 


pi | ploying t the forces, which they would then have at their 
0 diſpoſal, in a deſcent upon this country. He appealed to the 
40 Houſe whether this diſpoſition had not been announced? It 
1 

I ſtill was his ſolemn conviction that ſuch a deſign was in 
1 : agitation 3 and he would ſay, that he was a bold man that 
nin the event to which he alluded would maintain, that the 
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attempt of a deſcent would not have been made on Great | 


Britain. 


[Here Mr. M A. Taylor whiſpe red, that it was iy | 


Ireland that miniſters apprehended the danger of invaſion. 


Mr. Dundas continued, that miniſters had indeed appre- 


hended danger of an invaſion upon Ireland; but they had 


apprehended. it in this country alſo. Still 16 was reaſon 


to believe that the ſcheme was not abandoned. He knew 


for certain, that at preſent the ports of France were full of 
boats, and that troops were in readineſs for ſuch an attempt. | 


In circumſtances like theſe, would it be ſaid, that we ought 
not to prepare againſt the undertaking z that we ought not. 


22 2 


to take ee for the public ſafety? He could not but 
be aſtoniſhed too, that any objection {ſhould be made to 


meaſures by w ich the ſe curity of the country was to be 


: promoted at ſuch a critical period as this. While a negoci- 


ation was pending, by which his Majeſty's miniſters were 
pledged to exert every eſtort for the reſtoration of peace, did 
tie right honourable gentleman mean to tell the enemy that 


we were not prepared for our internal defence, and invite 
them to an attack, by the diſplay of our defenceleſs ſituation. 
To add weight, therefore, to the negociations for peace, we 
_ ought, by our financial arrangements, by the formidable 


ſtate of our military and naval power, and by the reſpectable 


ſtate of our internal defence, to fhew that, if the enemy refu- 
fed to accede to ſale and honourable terms, we were prepa- 
red to reſiſt any enterprize they might undertake, and to 
annoy them in every quarter of the World. It was extraor- 
dinary too, that, when a new enemy was that night 
announced; when they were called upon to provide for 


that new emergency, the firſt fruits of the promiſed ſupport 
were propolitions on the part of the honourable gentleman 


to render our means of ſec urity lefs than when that enemy ; 


did not exiſt. His firm opinion was, that this country ought 
never to be at war without adopting that ſyſtematic plan of 


increaſing our ſtrength which would at once render us formi- 


dable abroad and ſecure at home. This alone could enable 


us to act with vigour, and to difplay our reſources with | 
effect; this alone would enable us to proſecute war with 


ſucceſs, and compel the Fwy to ages to honourable con- 
ditions of peace. 


Mr. Walpole aſked, if it was meant to introduce any 


clauſe to grant exceptions to thoſe diſtricts where a certain 


number of { perlons nad voluntarily « come forward ? 


The 
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The Chaneellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that every attention 


ſhould be paid to that point; but, to give any exception to 


a particular diſtrict would operate in favour of thoſe who 
had not ated in this matter. 15 5 
Mr. M. A. Taylon ſaid, he roſe to give his reaſons for 


ſeconding the amendment of his honourable friend, and the 


rounds of his oppolition to the prefent meaſure. The ho- 
nourable gentleman alluded to what he had ſaid with no idea 
of giving interruption, and he ſhould not allow any thing 
ſaid by the honourable gentleman, or any other member in 


the Houſe, in alluſion to what had fallen from him, to paſs 


unanſwered. He would fay, that he did not think that an 


invaſion of this country was hkely. He was convinced that 
miniſters themſelves did not contider it. probable. He had 

converied with ſeveral intelligent naval and military officers 
upon the ſubject, and he had been informed that it would be 
very difficult to land 5000, and was it likely that the French, 
acquainted with the diſpoſitions of the people of the country, 
and with the military talents they had difplayed, would ſa- 
crifice ſo many men upon fo abſurd an enterprize. He ſup- 


ported the amendment of his honourable friend becauſe he 
conceived the meaſure likely to defeat the object of defence. 
When the right honourable gentieman (Mr. Pitt) came for- 


ward, as he ſo frequently did, to amend his Bills, he would 
tell him, upon the preſent occaſion, that the beſt mode of ſe- 
_ curing the country from invaſion, was to conciliatetheminds cf 


the people. Helimſelf had ſeen the diſcontents whichthe Bills 
had excited. The inhabitants of the populous place of the 


country, where he reſided, were particularly averſe tothe mea- 
ſure, and when they were told that they might fine or pro- 
cure ſubſtitutes, they declared they would do neither. It 
was attended with very oppreſſive conſequences to the far- 
mer, for after liſts had been given in, their ſervants removed 
from one part of the country to another, to avoid being 
drawn, and ſubjected their maſters to great inconveniences. 
It was a ſevere burden upon the middling claſſes, who found 
it no trifling matter to procure ſubſtitutes. The honour- 
able gentleman (Mr. Dundas) might laugh, as it was cer- 


tainly of little moment to him, he had places enough to 


enable him to pay the expence, and he might not be diſ- 
poſed to conſider the fituation of others. For his part he 
was not like the honourable gentleman (Mr. Joliffe,) he 
wiſhed to alienate the minds of the people from nuniſters, 


becauſe the meaſures they purſued tended to alienate the 


people from the government. He wiſhed to live and dic 
* 29 peaccably, 


4 
. 
oY * 
1 
* 
af 
2 
=, 
7 
OED 
Gat 
* 
HOP 
5 
22 
8 
„ 
9 
. 
OT 
3 
* 
. 
2 
er 
Wc; 
Fe 
N 
, 
8 
x 
. 
* 
4 5 
> 
Fl 
wt 
"4 
* 
*x 
R 
5 
9 
% 
0 
k&.74 
. 
25 
Wis! 
* $ 
. 
43. + 
5 
0 
I 


o 
A 


. ˙ Do ee IEDR 


—— raft n. on e N 
- cd 4 1 packs Ts s 5 S K * 
— IP 1 Ae e e eee 


pre. 13 ' WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 353 


peaccably, and he was ſorry when he ſaw any meaſure taken 


by miniſters that could contribute to unſettle the minds of 
the people, and alienate them from his Majeſty. The ho- 


nourable gentleman ſaid, that it was proper that all the peo- 

ple in the country ſhould be armed, though formerly he had 
| Rated that there were many dangerous and diſaffected per- 
| ſons whom it would be imprudent to arm. If the honour- 


able gentleman ſaw the neceſſity of arming in that point of 
view, why did he not learn the exerciſe of arms? For his 


part he did not conſider the neceſſity ſo ſtriking, nor was he 
ijnclined to learn. £ 


General Tarleton aid, that the fituation of the country 


was now very different from what it was ſome months ago. 
The reverſes of the French had deranged every plan of inva- 


fon which they could have entertained. Ihe real mode _ = 
fecuring the country was to render the people contented, 
happy and free, inſtead of harraſſing them with unneceilary” | 
burdens. No deſign was at this time entertained by the ene- 
my; their forces were removed from the coaſt. He con- 
ſidered the preſent meaſure as calculated, in caſe of emer- 
gency, to produce confuſion without adding to our ſtrength. 
Ihe Houſe ought to be cautious of entertaining a Bill which 
impoſed ſuch burdens. It was beſides dangerous to inveſt 
miniſters with the power which this force would conter. 


In its preſent ſhape, though inefficient, yet it might rendered 


efficient by an act of parliament. Nay, it might be done 


now adays without an act of parliament. Miniſters might 


render it a ſtanding force without any object of neceſlity _ 
or advantage. It was a part of a ſyſtem introduced into this 


country by miniſters to encreaſe the power of the crown. 


With the other meaſures which they had employed to con- 


nect the army more intimately with the executive power, 


inſtead of maintaining their independence on the Houſe, 
this formed another flep towards a military government, and 
by arming one ſixth part of the community miniſters wiſhed. 


to convert them into engines of robbing the remainder. 


Sir William Pulteney ſaid, he did not agree with thoſe 


who repreſented the Bill as a vexatious meaſure. The only 


thing that he had to diſapprove of was, that this meaſure 
Was not ſo extenſive as, in his opinion, it ought to be. He 
believed, if the Bill was generally underſtood not to require 
the taking of men to a great diſtance from their homes, 


chere would be little or no oppoſition to it any where. But 


the idea of taking men to a great diſtance from the places of 


their uſual labour might occaſion ſome diſcontent. The 
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meaſure, in its nature, reſembled, in ſome degree, the eſta- 


bliſhment of the militia, That eſtabliſhment, it was well 
known, was agreat ſource of ſtrength to the country in a 
military view, and a great ſtrength to the conſtitution; be- 
cauſe when the people were all unarmed, and when a Prince 
wiſhes to enſlave them, and has a large military force at his 


command, the people are, in a great meaſure, at his mercy. 
That can never be the cauſe when the people have arms in 
their hands. He remembered when the ſubject of a militia 


Was agitated in parliament, the miniſters of the day were 


averſe to the meaſure; but on the other fide of the Houſe 
there was every cry in favour of the meaſure. He thought 


this meaſure the ſame in principle, and therefore he approved 
of it. He had converſed with many military men, for whoſe 
judgment he had great reſpe&t; and they thought there 
might be ſome danger of invaſion. If they were right, there 
Was an abſolute neceſſity for this as a meaſure of defence. 


If we were called upon, he had no doubt but that every man 
would come forward in defence of the conntry; in the mean 
time it was proper that as many as could, ſhould have ſome. 


preparation, in caſe of neceſſity. This was a corps merely 


intended to be in readineſs. They would ſuffer no incon- 
venience at all. They would each have a ſhilling a day, 
nearly double the pay of other ſoldiers. Upon the whole 
he believed that, with the exception of a few diſcon- 
tented people, the maſs of the inhabitants of this 
country would approve of the meaſure. He believed they 
wiſhed to reſiſt the enemy by all means. He therefore wiſhed 
to ſee this meaſure tried; for he had a decided opinion in its 


favour. He approved of what had been ſaid upon arming all 
the people of this country, and of teaching them the uſe of 
arms. We had before us the example of the effects of ſuch 


a meaſure in America and in Switzerland; they had ſup- 


ported their governments, becauſe they approved of their 
governments, and without their approbation certainly thoſe 
governments could not ſubſiſt; by arming the people, how- 
ever, theſe conſtitutions and governments had been ſupport- 
ed; but they would be in great danger without ſuch. a mea- 
' ſure. He approved of this meaſure of arming the people as 
far as it went. Sixty thouſand men were a conſiderable. 
number, but he wiſhed it was much larger. 

Mr. Taylor ſaid a few words in explanation. 


Sir Wm. Geary ſaid he roſe to reſcue the people of Eng- 


land from the charge of being hoſtile to the meaſure, for he 


was convinced that they enterta ned different ſentiments, 
5 ; 8 becanſe 


: 
* 
7. 
EX) 
= 
A 
- 


The queſtion upon 
put and negatived without a diviſion. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe to move for leaye to 
bring in a Bill to explain and amend an act paſſed this ſeſhon _ 
for the augmentation of the irregular cayalry of this kingdom. 
He faid that he had made every poſſible enquiry into the 
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becauſe they ſaw that thus they would beſt be able to defend 


themſelves from attack. Within his obſervation he had ſeen 
no diſlike to the Bill; he had witneſſed the reverſe. Some 
circumſtances of diſapprobation were ſaid to exiſt in Lin- 


colnſhire and Northamptonſhire, but it did not exiſt to any 


extent. He would not ſay that any gentleman had endea- 


voured to obſtruct the operation of the Bill, they did not, 
| however, conſider what might be the effect of their exam- | 
ple. It was ſaid that no apprehenſion couldnow be entertained, 


but whoever reflected on the nature of the enemy we had to 
oppoſe, whom this country, to its eternal honour, and to 


the ſalvation of Europe, had ſtood forward to oppoſe, would 
| heſitate before he afferted that the deſign might not be re- 
vived. For his own part, he was firmly convinced that the 
attempt might be made, and that every meaſure of precau- 

tion dugit to be taken N . 


3˙ n : 


the amendment of Mr. Fox was then | 


© Eavaiiny Bret; 


" 38S 


effects whichthe Bill it was his intention to amend had on the 
public mind, and he had received from different parts of the 
Country information of the moſt ſatisfactory nature. He 


— TX. 


ment, was the deciſion on appeals; but that could be eaſily 
| 1 


Principal grounds which had given riſe to the meaſure of pro- 
poſing the Cavalry Act. The reaſons which had induced 


there had been found wiſdom and policy in bringing for- 
ward in the firſt inſtance that regulation, nothing had ſince 


decurred 


— — are” = — — 
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occured to leſſen that wiſdom and policy. 'There were, on 


the contrary, additional arguments which aroſe from the cir- 


cumſtances that had ſince taken place, which ſtrengthened the 
propriety of adopting the meaſure. The ſubject might be 
very juſtly conſidered in two points of view. 1ſt. Whe- 


ther this particular regulation contributed to the fecurity of 
the country? 2nly, Whether it was attended with diſad- 
vantages to the nation that would over-balance the benefits 


it held out? In proportion as a greater acceſſion of ſtrength 
was required to give ſecurity to the country at home, and 


vigour to its operations abroad, the neceſſity of the meaſure 
appeared more obvious. The queſtion was in its true ſtate, 


whether we ſhould in the hour of danger neglect prepara- 
tions entirely becauſe every thing could not be in a moſt 
complete ſtate of readineſs? He could with confidence ſay, 


that it was much to know that a certam number of men, 


mounted upon good and able horſes, was provided for the 


public ſervice. It was much to know the exact ſtate of our 


force in each particular diſtrict. It was much to know the 


various. officers by whom that force was to be commanded. 


It could not therefore be confidered as an argument of any 


weight, that becauſe we had no regular force properly cal- 


culated for inſtant ſervice, that we ſhould not have ſuch a 


one as might be deemed wiſe. in point of prudential prepa- 


ration. The next ſtep was, to conſider the burthen which 
the Bill would impoſe on the public, and here he could not 


help declaring, that in no inftance did he recollect greater 
exaggerations than thoſe which had been fo induſtriouſly 


ſpread: as to the operations of the act in that reſpect. No 
perſon was liable to be called out but he who was competent 
to keep one horſe. With regard to the extra expence, it 
was fo be paid in common by the ten perſons who were to 


furniſh the horſe. The cloathing and ſaddle would prove no 


additional increafe of expence to the perſon on whom the 
ballot might fall, as it was to be regulated by the Deputy 
Lieutenant at the common charge of the others. If the per- 
ſon choſen by ballot was actually called into ſervice, he 
would be at no expence whatever. The only extra charge 
that offered itſelf to his conſideration, was that which aroſe 


from the uniform. A charge indiſpenſible to carry the plan 
perfeckly into execution. The expence of uniform had been 


_ alrcady taken into conſideration; and it appeared, on a fair 


eſtimate, that it would not amount to more than the mode- 


rate ſum of 21. 9s. But even that not to be paid by the 9 0 


e 


miniſter, which was, that inſtead of 
amending the Bill,” it ſhould be « repealed.” He ſhould do 


| Vas, as he had always thought it to be, a mea 
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who might be choſen by ballot, for it wonld be fairly divi- 
ded amongſt the ten perſons of the deſcription he had ſtated, 
who were to furniſh a horſe. He would, therefore, ſubmit _ 


to the candour of the Houſe, whether fuch expence as 


would be incurred according to the clauſes of the Bill was of 


that enormous nature to warrant the exaggerations which 
had been ſo induſtriouſly ſpread, with reſpect to the additi- 
onal burthens it would impoſe on the public. 4 


He then moved for leave to bring in a Bill to explain and 
amend the Cavalry act. VVV 
Colonel Harteurt was far from diſputing the neceſlityfof 


_ diſcipline. It ſuited not his profeiſion, nor his inclinations 


to do ſo. He hoped his character in the armywould bear 
teſtimony for him, that he was a friend to diſcipline, But 


he was confident that the force which might be raiſed under 


theſe Bills, although they ſhould not have the advantage of x 
a diſciplined body, might be of great ſervice, if called out in 


che hour of danger. He had been witneſs to the efficacy of 


ſuch a force as this would be; he had feen it both in Flan- 

ders and in the Weſt Indies. He added, that he gave his 

hearty aſſent to the preſent meaſure. Oh out 
Mr. Biddulph ſaid, he was happy that the preſent meaſure 


came before the Houſe in its preſent ſhape, becauſe it proved 


that the difficulties which many gentlemen, as well as him- 


ſelf had ſtated would attend it, were felt by the authors of 
the Bill, which difficulties were now about to be attempted 


to be removed. The defects of the former Bill had been 


pointed out by an honòurable member of that Houſe, of 


whoſe judgment there were not two opinions; as little 
variety of opinion did he believe exiſted as to the integrity 
of his. principles; that gentleman had pointed out the defects 
of the late Bill. However, no enquiry was made into the 
defects which were then pointed out; and now the miniſter 


came forward with a motion for leave to explain and amend 


that very Bill, thereby acknowlcdging its defects. His ideas 
of the Bill were, that it could never be amended ſo as to be- 


come an uſeful meaſure to this country, and therefore he 


ſhould beg leave to move an amendment to the motion of the 
6 explaining and 


this, becauſe he thought the execution of the Bill would be 


impracticable. The only good circumſtance about this Bill 
Was, in his opinion, its impracticability; for, could it be 


carried into effect, its prouiſions would be intolerable. It 


ſure of re- 
quiſition. 
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| quiſition. This he ſaid, when he had the honour to propoſe 


an amendment, which, however, the wiſdom of the Houſe 


thought proper to negative. The miniſter now ſaid that 
this Bill is a meaſure which will affect only thoſe who have 
given ſome proof of their wealth. He believed it would bea 


Bill that would bear heavilyon many perſons; that it would call 


on perſons of all ages, and ori women and children, to com- 


ply with its proviſions, and therefore from the very nature 


of it, would call on a great number of perſons to pay for ſub- 
ſtitutes; now the ſum of money which would be thus re- 
quired, would be very large. It muſt be obſerved that there 
would be many called upon to contribute to the proviſionsþf this 


Bill, who had not a horſe of ſufficient ſize under this Bill, 
for none could be taken that were not 14 hands and a half. 


Therefore 351. for ſuch a hoxſe was a very moderate price, and 
computing the matter thus, the 20,000 would amount to 


700,000]. but taking it only that 12,000 of theſe ſhould be 


thus paid for, which appeared to him to be a moderate cal- 
culation, in that event the tax upon ſuch perſons would 
amount to 420, oool. This would have been the caſe under 
the laſt Bill; and, unleſs materially amended, would be the 


eaſe under the new one. Theſe obſervations; he knew, did 


not apply to perfons poſſeſſed of affluent fortunes, but the 
Bill affected thoſe who were very far from being in ſuch a 
condition, and on whom it would be an intolerable burden. 
It was much more ſevere than any other of the bur- 
dens that were yet impoſed, great and heavy as they were. 


In ſhort, the objections he ſaw to this meaſure, were ſuch 
as to juſtify him in the oppoſition he gave to it; and there- 


fore he moved an amendment to the miniſter's motion, which 


was, that of leaving out the words « explain and amend,” 
and inſerting the word « repeal? .. 
The queſtion being put, the Houſe divided: | 
Ayes (for the amendment) 27 
Nees (againſt it)) e © | + 


Majority: «© 121 


Mr. Rofe brought up 2 Bill for more effectually ſecuring 
ſtamp duties on indentures, bonds, leaſes, and other legal 


The Bill for granting a duty on goods conveyed by inland 
navigation, was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a 
ſecond time the next day. . ; | 


inſtruments; read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſe- 


Agreed 


- noo 
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Agreed to go into a committee of the whole Houſe the 
next day, on the bk for additional dutics of Cuſtoms. 


- Fu ourned. 


HOUSE OF -LORDS. 
| WEDNESDAY, December 14. 
After the private buſineſs was diſpoſed of, 


The Biſbop of Saliſbury took the oaths, and his ſeat. 
Two petitions were preſented againſt the 'Trent and Mer- 


ey canal bills; the firſt by the Biſhop of Litchfield, from 
certain potteries in Staffordſhire 3 and the ſecond by the 


Biſhop of Briſtol, on the part of the Earl of Uxbridge. 


Their Lordſhips then heard Mr. Anſtruther, at conſide- 
rable length, as counſel for the reſpondent, in the adjourned | 
Scots appeal, Pringle verſus Dove. Mr. Adam, for the * 


pellant, made a ſhort reply.— After which, 


The Lord Chancellor roſe, and at ſome length, took s a view. 

of the circumſtances of the caſe; and then ſtated the law 
applicable to it. He was decidedly of opinion, that the 
judgment of the Court of Seſſion was ill- founded; and there- 
fore moved, „ That the interlocutor made in the ſaid caſe 


tc be. reverſed Which, on the queſtion "EV. Puts ohm 
unanimouſly agreed to by their Lordſhips. 
At 1 0 Clock. the Houſe . till . 


. HOUSE oF a 


WEDNESDAY, December 14. 


Mr. Alderman Combe ſtated, that he was ee from 
| reſpectable authority, that the new duties on Cuſtoms and 
Exciſe were exacted in conſequence of the reſolution of the 
Houſe of Commons; and he wiſhed to know whether this 
proceeding was authoriſed from the Treaſury before the paſ- 


ſing of the bill? 


Mr. Roſe ſaid, that no order from the Treaſury had been 
iſſued authoriſing the Cuſtom-houſe officers to exact the new 


| duties; z that they were merely authoriſed to give a notice to 
the merchants, and that it would be for the conſideration of 
the Houſe whether the duty ought to attach from the day of 


the paſſing of the reſolution, or of the paſſing of the bill. 
Mr. Long brought up ſome papers from the Treaſury, 


contain: ng the correſpondence which paſſed between Mr. 
Long and Mr. Boyd about the money advanced to the —_ | 
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ror, together with an account of the intereſt paid by his Im- 

perial Majeſty upen the loan of four millions and a half. 
MONEY ADVANCED TO THE EMPEROR. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, notwithſtanding the importance of the ſub- 
ject of this evening's diſcuſſion ; the apparent ſenſe which 
the Houſe ſeem to entertain of its magnitude, from the ge- 

neral attendance which is given; the converſation which it 
has excited out of doors; and the deciſion which has been : 
this day paſſed by a reſpectable public body upon the mea- 3 
ſure to which it refers; notwithitanding, I ſay, all theſe con- 5 
ſiderations, I ſhall deliver all the obſervations which I mean 
to make, by way of preface to the motion that I ſhall have 
the honour to propoſe, without treſpaſſing for any length of 
time upon the patience of the Houſe. And the reaſon is = 
Gortly this, that much of the argument has been ſtated and 
anticipated in the two debates to which the ſubject has alrea- 
dy given riſe. Beſides, upon the fundamental point, or the 
principle which the queſtion involves, I ſhall think it much 
more becoming in me as a Britiſh ſubject, and as a Member 
of Parliament, to aſſert rather than to argue, ſtudious not | 5 

to weaken the conſtitution by ſtating as doubtful what it has 1 
recognized as one of its leading features. The grand prin- 

ciple to which I refer, Sir, is that this is a limited and not an 
abſolute Monarchy, and that it is the privilege of the Houſe 

of Commons alone, not only to levy taxes and impoſe bur 
thens upon the people, but to judge of the whole expences 
of the ſtate; as well of the mode in which they ought to be 
applied, as of the manner in which they ought to be raiſed. 

I truſt that this general principle is fo univerſally acknow- 
ledged, that I ſhall not be called upon to come | Snowman in. 
its defence. I truſt that in theſe times, and in this Houſe, 
I ſhall not hear a doctrine which was received at an earlier 

period, and which I have ſince ſeen revived in writings lately 
publiſhed 3 that I ſhall not, I ſay, hear it contended that the _ 
diſpoſal of, the public money is a ſecret which ought not to be 

entruſted to a public aſſembly, but that one or a few indivi- 
duals are much more competent to manage and direct the 
pecuniary concerns of the Britiſh nation than a Britiſh Houſe 
of Commons. That an abſolute government may be at- 
tended with ſome advantages which the government of a free 
ſtate may not poſſeſs, I am ready to allow. But were I 
called upon to argue the queſtion (which I think is entirely 
foreign to the ſubject of this night's diſcuſſion), laying aſide 

all conſideration of the bleſſings of Liberty, and laying — 


Dre. 1. WoOoOoFALLS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 36 


all the energy of character which it is ſo eminently calculated : 
t) produce, I think I ſhould have no diihculty in proving 


that, merely for the fake of external relations and for the 
' purpoſe of carrying on wars, even upon this narrow 


ground, ſetting out of view all the collateral advantages of 


freedom, there is enough, ceteris paribus, to turn the ſcale 
in favour of a free conſtitution. This, however, is a queſtion 
which I hope I am as little called upon by the ſentiments of 


the Houſe as by the ſubject now before them to diſcuſs. 1 | 


hope and truſt that the principle of freedom is recognized as 
a principle of the conſtitution, and that as a conſtitutional 


principle it is received as juſt, political and wile. I preſume, 


however, it will be contended that though the principle be 


eſtabliſhed, it is not invariable; that though it generally ob- 
rains in the management of the affairs of government, {till it 
is liable to ſome exceptions. I certainly am not diſpoſed to 
deny that it has been the practice of the Houſe and of the 
conſtitution ſometimes to deviate from the line of operation 
which this principle preſcribes. It may be argued, and Ido _ 


not controvene the fact, that, from the nature of our continen- 
tal connectiens, and that, when our arms are employed in fo- 


reign ſervice, it is impoſſible preciſely to ſtate by eſtimate the 


amount of the expence of any ſeparate meaſure, or of any 
particular line of operation. And hence it may be truly 


inferred, that extraordinaries have become neceſſary to 
be voted to cover the expences exceeding the eſtimates 


which parliament has voted, and that even theſe being 
found inſufficient to provide for incidental emergencies, 


it has been uſual to paſs a vote of credit to the mi- 
muſter, to be applied according to his diſcretion, to ſuch un- 
_ foreſeen conjunctures as may ariſe. In either of the caſes, 

however, it cannot be ſaid, that the money is either levied 


or applied wholly without the conſent of parliament, ſince, 
in the one caſe it voted the ſervice and only miſtook the eſti- 


mate, and in the other it voted the money, confiding in 
miniſters for the wiſdom of the application. And it muſt be 


remembered that theſe arè exceptions from the principle, not 
the act of the conſtitution; that they are neceſſary evils 


which can never be extended beyond the neceſſity in which 
they originate, without ſome degree of criminality in the per- 
ſons who multiply them. It is not very pleafant to quote a 
| 9 8 from the writings of an author even in his abſence, 


but much leſs when he is preſent, particularly when he has 


not an opportunity of explaining his own ſentiments. My 
reſpect for the author, in the preſent inſtance, however, is 
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refrain from quoting them. Moſt gentlemen, I believe, will 
have gone before me in {uppoliny that I refer to a Work, en- 


titled Precedents of Proceedings in the Houſe of Commons, by a 
very reſpectable gentleman, Mr. Hatſell, one of the clerks of 


this Houſe. 


Speaking of theſe exceptions to the general principles of 
the Houſe of Commons, that able author thus delivers his 


opinion: | 


In all the different ſervices, the navy, the army, and the ordnance, there has 
al vays been an excceding, or debt contracted upen each, which has been brought 


before parliament in a ſubſequent ſeſſion, under the title of navy debt, or of extra- : 


ordinaries incurred and not provided for. Formerly theſe exceedings were con- 


fined within ſome limits, as appears from the account entered in the journals du - 


ring the war of the ſucceſſion; and even in the war which terminated in 1748. In 


_ what is commot ly called the German war, theſe ſums firſt became very large; but 


in the late war, carried on in America, they exc2eded al bounds. There was a 


degree of negligence or extravagance, or both, in thoſe who had the conduct of 


this depart ment, which rendered all the votes of the Houſe of Commons, or b Ils 
For approvriating the ſupplies, ridiculous and nugatory. The fums demanded, 
upon the head of Extraordinaries of the Army incurred and not provided for, du- 


ring this period, fell not very much iſhort of the whole ſums voted by parlia- 


ment upon eſtimate for that ſervice z nay in the year 1722, they appear to have 


actually exceeded them. This was ſuch a ſhameful proſtitution of the money of 
whe publick, that though perhaps the diſtance, and magnitude, and nature of the 
American war might be pleaded as fome alleviation and excuſe for the generals 
abroad who commanded or for the minifters at home who ought to have con- 
trouled thoſe commanders—noth'ng can juſtify the Houſe of Commons, who per- 


' mitted this practice to continue uninterrupted through ſeveral ſeſſions; and whoſe 
more immediate duty it was to have examined into the contracts and other ſer- 
vices, prete ded to have been performed, ard to have pointed out and puniſhed 

thoſe frauds and abuſes, which were afterwards with no great difficulty detected 


dy the Commiſſioners of Publick Accounts, The general power which was given 


by the reſolut on of the 3d Avril, 1734, to the miniſters, was a meaſure entirely 
ſabverſive of the rules of Parliament, and contrary to the practice which has been 


wiſely eſtabliſhed ſinoe the revolution, of appropriating the ſupplies to the ſervices 
We ſee therefore, that this proceeding did not paſs without much difficulty and 
debate; and that ſoon after another, and ſo far as it was limited, a better mode 
was adopted, which, thongh it gave the miniſter credit for the manner of diſpo- 
ſing of the money voted, confined that credit to a preciſe and ſpecial ſum. 
A* | I | 10 


; [Commons. 
ſuch, and the ſentiments which he has expreſſed in the work 

to which I refer, ſeem to me to be ſo forcible and juſt, that 
I feel I ſhould be doing injuſtice to my argument were I to 
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It is therefore incumbent upon the Houſe of Commons, not only to mkae 


© this ſupply as ſmall as poſſible, but in a ſubſequent ſeſſion to enquire into the par 
ticular exp:nditure of this ſum; and to be aſſured that it is ſtrictly applied to 


thoſe purpoſes for which it was intended, and not ( quandered looſely, improvi- 
dently, wantonly, or perhaps corruptly. | e 


J am happy to obſerve alſo, that ſince this paſſage was 


quoted laſt year (by the Marquis of Lanſdown), the book 


has undergone a new edition, and that the author in review- + 


ing and republiſhing his valuable work has ſeen no reaſon 


to alter his opinion upon the conſtitutional danger of grant- 
ing large votes of credit, and of voting great ſums under the 
head of extraordinaries, which might have been previouſly 
provided for by parliament. Having laid down this principle 


then and admitted the exception, I hope I ſhall not be ac- 


cuſcd of purſuing an argument which would operate as an 
objection to all extraordinaries. All I contend is this; that 


they arc an evil, but an evil. which may ſometimes be un- 


_ avoidable, or in other words, that they are a miſchievous 
exception to the principle of the conſtitution. 
The fact is, that when extraordinary expences are incurred, 


and are to be immediately defrayed, they are defrayed from 


money voted for eſtimated ſervices z when the Houſe con- 
ſider it is in this point of view, they will fee to what a di- 
lemma every member of parliament mult be reduced in this 
particular inſtance. He muſt determine to approve of an 
expence, which poſſibly his judgment may condemn, or he 
cannot prevent the expence that has been incurred, and if he 
negatives it, ſo much of the extraordinaries will remain un- 
defrayed. I will ſuppoſe for the ſake of my argument that 


one million has been ſent to the Emperor. The Houſe think 


that it ought not to have been ſent. What happens in ſuch 


a caſe ? Can the million be brought back? No. But in fact 


the Houfe, by their vote, defraud the extraordinaries of 2 
ſupply equal to the ſum advanced to the Emperor. But this 
is ſaid to be an evil; granted. Why then it is fair to argue 
that if this fatal neceſlity of extraordinaries is fo againſt the 
conſtitution, that it not only trenches upon the principles of 
the conſtitution, but puts every member into the dilemma 


which I have adverted to. What is the conſequence ? That 


there ought to be no extraordinaries ? Well would it be for 


us, if we could do without them; but the conſequence is, 


that they ought not to be extended unneceſſarily, and above 
all, that in the preſent caſe, they ſhould not have been in- 


ng been referred to the previous 


curred, without having havi 
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Ihe meaſure now before the Houſe involves two queſtions : 
in the firſt place, whether it was an expence fit to be incur- 
red'? And fecondly, ought it to have been incurred in the 
mode in which it actually has been incurred, or to have been 


previouſly ſubmitted to the deciſion of parliament 2 On the 


firſt queition 1 ſhall not enter into any diſeuſſion. And, after 
L have guarded the Houſe againſt conſidering it as my opin- 
ion, I ſhall ſuppoſe on this day, that it was an expence pro- 
per to be incurred. With this caveat, then, let it be taken 
for granted, for the fake of argument, that it was a wiſe and 


prudent meaſure to remit 1,200,000]. to the Emperor; yet 


we have ſtill this important queſtion to decide; ought the 


ſum to have been iſſued in the manner in which it was? And, 
in the firſt place, it was not an expence reſpecting the ex- 


tent of which we could have been uncertain. Had the re- 
mittances been numerous, and the ſervices for which they 
were deftined been of a complicated nature, it might have 
been difficult to aſcertain with preciſion. the amount of the 


ſum to be granted, but there could be no difficulty in de- 
termining the ſum which it was proper for this country to 


grant either to the Emperor or the Prince of Conde. I 
would beg to be informed why after the country had been 


in the practice, year after year, of maintaining emigrant 
corps, when it was in meditation to ſend ſupplies to the army 


of the Prince of Conde, the intention was not communicat— 


ed to parliament, or why a preciſe eſtimate, which might 
have been very eaſily formed of that head of expence, was 


not ſubmitted to the Houſe along with the other eſtimates 


for the year? It would be a miſerable anſwer indeed to fay, 
that the amount of the expenditure could not be made out; 
for this ſame anſwer might be given in many caſes of votes 


of credit and extraordinaries of the army and navy. 
This argument ſeems to me to be ſo ſtrong, that really 


I cannot conceive any member of parliament can underſtand 


the fact without ſeeing that in the preſent caſe, to rank the ex- 
pence in the claſs of extraordinaries, was in good truth as Mr. 


Hatſel ſays, to go the length of rendering votes in the Houſe of 


Commons abſurd and ridiculous, and all the laws of appropri- 


ation nugatory and void. To apply the vote of credit to 
defraying this expence, was as ſtrange and unconſtitutional. 
When gentlemen are informed that ſo early as December, 


1795, two hundred thouſand pounds were iſſued to ſupply 
the army of the Prince of Conde, upon what vote of credit 


will they naturally ſuppoſe the money to have been raiſed? 


It muſt be conſidered as an unforeſeen expence, elſe it ought 
| 5 „ OG 
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vote of credit. From what vote of credit then is it natural 


to ſuppoſe that an unforeſeen expence occurring in Decem- 


ber, 1795, ſhould be defrayed ? One would certainly ſup- 
poſe from the vote of credit for 1795- No ſuch thing. It 
was defrayed from the vote of credit for 1796. What then 


was the conduct of the right honourable gentleman ? In Fe- 
bruary, 1796, he came down to the Houſe of Commons 


and faid, after all the taxes which I have levied, and all 
the burthens which I have impoſed upon the country, and. 


grievouſly the people will no doubt feel them, they are not 
ſufficient to anſwer all the exigencies of the ſtate, and I mult 
| have credit for two millions and a half more, to meet the 
occurrences of unforeſeen ſervices, not, you will obſerve, to 


ſupply the deficiencies of former eſtimates, but to be applied 
expreſsly for the purpoſe of anſwering unexpected, but poſ- 
ſible demands. But what does the honourable gentleman. 


do? The firſt ufe he makes of the vote of credit is to pay a 


remittance of 200,000l. to the Prince of Conde's army 


in December, 1795, and which parliament knew no- 


thing about. By way of illuſtration, I ſhall ſuppoſe that, a 


gentleman was leavnig his Houſe in town to go to the country, 
or his Houſe in the country to come to town; and that he 


called his ſteward, and gave him a ſum of money for the 
purpoſe of paying the ſervants their wages when they be- 


came due, and of paying the taxes when they were called 
for. The ſteward, we ſhall ſuppoſe might 1ay, Sir, « All 
this is very proper, but on an eſtabliſhment ſo extenſive as 


yours, many expences in repairs, charities, &c. may occur 
for which I am not provided.” In conſequence of this re- 
preſentation the gentleman gives him 20ol. or 

But what would he think of his ſteward, if inſtead of keeping 
this 200l. or Zool. in reſerve for unforeſeen exigencies, he 


merly contracted, and of which he kept his maſter igno- 


| honourable gentleman in applying the vote of credit for de- 


cret from parliament. This is ſomething, but it is not all. 
There were ſome ſuſpicious circumſtances in the time and 
manner in which the vote of credit was applied for. My 
honourable friend (Mr. Grey), who apprehended 


incorrect, 


not to have been been placed to the account of the 


29%. more. 


applied the ſum to the payment of debts which he had for- . 
rant. Not to uſe any coarſer language, he would certainly 2 
conſider him as a ſteward who was no longer worthy to be 
truſted. The analogy holds good in the conduct of the right 


fraying expences formerly incurred, and which he kept ſe- 


eee, 
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incorrect, I remember well, was accuſed of being extremely 
ſuſpicious, though his ſuſpicions were certainly very far 
from coming near to the reality, if they could be called ſuſ- 
picions, which formerly, in parliamentary language, would 
have becn termed a watchful jealouſy of the conduct of ad- 
miniſtration, but the language of parliament has ſuffered 
the change of its conſtitution z and he was then deemed a 1 
ſuſpicious man. In addition to this, gentlemen were to re- = 
collect then when the vote of credit was applied for, the 7 
Houſe of Lords did not adjourn till an unuſual hour, thet — 
they might expedite the paſſing of it; and therefore after the 4 
paſſing of it de facto, it might be ſuppoſed that they would 3 
come round again, and all have been right. This was not 1 
the caſe however? It was matter of ſurpriſe to my honourable 1 
friend, as well as to myſelf, that application ſhould be made Z 
for a vote of credit at fo carly a period of the year, and ad- 6 
mitting that it could be applied retroſpectively, it was cer- 1 
tainly not too much to expect that in the diſpoſition paper 
Which was produced in April, tome account ſhould have 
| been given of the application of a ſum which had actually 
been employed to cover an expence incurred in the prececd- 
ing year. No ſuch account, however, was given in that pa- 
er. Now, Sir, I aſk, what was this but a direct fraud upon 
the publick ? Suppoſing, for argument's ſake, that there was 
a difference between the money ſent to the army of the 
Prince of Conde and the ſums ſent to the Emperor, (though 
there certainly was no material difference, for it ſignified 
little whether we ſupplied an army which the Houte of 
Auſtria would otherwiſe have paid and ſupported, or whether 
we ſent money to the Houſe of Auſtria to enable it to pay 
and ſupport that army.) I wiſh gentlemen to attend a little 
to the debates of laſt ſeſſions of parliament, and to the ſub- 
Jes of publick diſcuſſion. "They will recollect that 
there were ſeveral circumſtances connected with the loan 
which attracted attention. There is one circumſtance which 
it is material to recolleCt ; the terms upon which it was raiſed 
gave riſe to a good deal of diſcuſſion, and they were juſtified 
upon ſeveral grounds, one of which was, that we were not 
to conſider it merely as a loan; that a quantity of navy debt 
was to be funded, and that there might be an occaſion tor a 
Joan of three millions for the Emperor. From this I cer- 
tainly inferred, that if a loan was to be given to his Imperial 
| Majeſty, that the Houſe of Commons would be conſulted, 
both reſpeCting its propriety and extent; that Miniſters ne- 
| | ver 
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ver would have taken it upon them to grant pecuniary ſuc- 


cours to any foreign power, without the conſent of parla- 


ment ; that thoſe who were averſe to the meaſure would have 
an opportunity of publickly oppoſing it; and, if it was carried, 


that at leaſt it would not be adopted till it had aſſumed a 
legal and conſtitutional ſhape. I heard it alſo rumoured, 
upon what I confidered to be very good authority at the time, 


that there were ſome people connected with the bank who 
had ſtated the danger of tending ſo much ſpecie out of the 


kingdom; and that there were many gentlemen who were 


acquainted with the financial ſtate of the country who Would 


have oppoſed ſuch a ſtep, not upon political grounds, but 
upon their knowledge of the ſtate of public credit. In the 


courſe of the ſeſſion queſtions were put to the honourable 
gentleman ſeveral times upon the ſubject. The anſwers 
were not very deciſive, but they led me to conclude, that if 
the meaſure was in contemplation, the houſe of Commons 


Would certainly be conſulted upon it, before it was finally 
adopted. Parliament was not conſulted, and the period ar- 
rives when we find that money actually was ſent to Ger- 
many. And here, for the ſake of argument, I ſhall alſo ad- 
mit that it was expedient, that it was wiſe, that it was neceſ- 
ſary to ſend money to the Emperor; that it was neceſſary for 
the ſalvation of Germany, and that the falvation of Germany 
was neceſſary to that of Great Britain. This neceſſity then 
aroſe during the receſs, and if they conſidered it as fo impe- 


riouſly urgent as not to admit of the delay of calling parlia- 


ment before the money was ſent, why did they not aflemble 
parliament to inform the publick of what had been done, 


and to petition for a Bill of indemnity ? Perhaps they will 


ſay, that that might be done as well at the uſual period of 
the meeting of parliament; that after the money was granted, 

it was unneceſſary to aſſemble them for the purpoſe of ihform- _ 

ing them of a meaſure already adopted; that when they ſent 


the firſt remittance they had no idea of ſending a ſecond 
and that when the ſecond was ſent, they did not conceive that 


a third would be neceſſary; and ſo on. Well: the 27th of Sept, 
arrived, when the King had ſummoned parliament to meet. 
One would have thought that now their own time was come, 
they would have condeſccnded ſo far as to communicate 


the ſecret. But no ſuch communication is made. And 


now I find that, the ſum of 70,0001. excepted, all the reſt 
of the money was furniſhed ſince the meeting of parliament. 1 


call then upon the Houſe to atk how this can be juſtified. Sir, I 
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alk how miniſters, when parliament was fitting, could pre- 


jume clandeſtinsly, to ſend money to the Emperor without 


either informing or conſulting the Houſe of Commons upon 
the ſubject? I aſk, if there be any poſſibility of anſwering 


the queſtion to the ſatisſaction of the Houſe of Commons of 
Great Britain, if they are not reſolved tamely and pufillani- 


mouſly to furrender the moſt {ſacred and important privilege 
that has been conſerred upon them by the conſtitution? 1 


truſt that I ſhall not hear the argument which was employed 
in a former debate reſtated on this evening; that ſecrecy 
was obſerved for the purpoie of reſtoring the credit of the 
country. This is too flimſy an argument to impoſe upon 
cven the moſt ſuperficial thinker; to what motive then 
is the conduct of miniſters to be aſcribed? I can account for 

it upon only one of two grounds. The firſt and moſt na- 
tural, I confeſs, appears to be, that it was their intention to 


take advantage of the univerſal ſatisfaction which was occa- 


ſioned throughout the country by the ſucceſſes of the Im- 


perial arms, to eſtabliſh a precedent againſt the conſtitu- 


tion, by diſpoſing of a ſum of money in an unconſtitutional 
mode upon a favourite object, and thus to ſet an example to 


future miniſters to employ the publick money as their judg- 


ments may direct, or their caprices dictate, without con- 
ſulting the wiſdom or acknowledging the authority of parlia- 
ment. The only other ground on which they can at- 
_ tempt to juſtify their conduct is, that the miniſter 


of the King is a better judge than the Houfe of Commons 


of the propriety, the extent and the period for executing any 


publick meaſure! The honourable gentleman knew for 


certain whether it was proper or improper to grant pecuni- 
ary ſuccours to the Emperor; he knew. the ſpecific ſum 
which it was proper to ſend, and the preciſe period for re- 
mitting it : but, had the Houſe of Commons been conſulted, 


they would not have been proper judges ; they would have 


been for ſending either too much or too little; for ſending 


it either too haſtily or too tardily. Such a defence, Sir, for 
I may ſay ſo without incurring the imputation of meaning to 


detract from the abilities of the right honourable gentleman, 


inſtead of extenuating, is an aggravation of the offence. I aſk, 
if a Britiſh Houſe of Commons will bear to be told by a 


miniſter, not only that he is a better judge than they of the 


prerogatives of the crown, which he did with fo much ar- 


rogance in 1784, but that he is the beſt judge alſo of the 
privileges of the people? If the cafe was difficult, wy 
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did he not come to the Houſe of Commons for inſtruction? 
If the caſe was delicate, why did he not depend upon the 


wiſdom of the Houſe of Commons for direction? If Ger- 
many was to be ſaved by the money of the people of Great 


Britain, why were not the Houſe of Commons the ſaviours ? 


For I will never fuppoſe that upon ſubjects of ſupply, the 


Houſe is not wiſer than any man that can be appointed by the 


crown. I aſk him, whether he believes that the Houſeof Com- 


mons would have ſanctioned a loan to the Emperor, or that they 


would not? If he thought that they would, why did he not 


apply to them? If he conceived that they would not, Why 


did he dare, not only to uſurp their authority, but to trample 


upon their privileges; to diſpoſe of the money of the na- 


tion, not only without their conſent, but in direct contra- 
diction to the will of Parliament? It is pretty well known 


that I have no great opinion of the publick ſpirit of the laſt 
Parliament, and I do believe, that after what they did to 


extend the influence of the crown, and to infringe upon the 
| liberties of the people, after their perſeveringſupport of a war, 
_ as diſaftrous in its conſequences as it was. unjuſt in its origin, 
after their blind and obſtinate confidence in miniſters, by 
whom they were deceived and miſled, and after the grievous 
and intolerable burthens they impoſed upon the people, I do 
believe, I ſay, that notwithſtanding the general idea of the 


danger of exporting ſpecie, the influence of the crown would 


have carried even this queſtion. I am perſuaded, however, it 
would have been attended with more than ordinary difficulty, 

and that Parliament would at leaſt have heſitated before they 

gave their aſſent. 5 1 | 


I now come to the moſt important partof the diſcuſſions, viz. 


the conſideration of the dates when theſe remittances were made, 
c&c. Will the honourable gentleman pretend to ſay, that he 
was not aware during laſt parliament, that there would be 
any neceſſity for the meaſure. I will aſk him, when le 
confiders the debt as having been contracted, whether, when 


the Bills were drawn by Colonel Crawford, or when: the 
money was iſſued? If he conſiders the debt as contracted, 


When the money was iſſued, the Emperor might have rece - 
ved it all, excepting about 77,0001. as ſoon, had pafli - 
ment been conſulted, as he did when the money was ſent. 
without their concurrence, But, upon the other ſuppoſition,, 
which is the more favourable of the two for the honourable 
gentleman, chat the debt was contracted when the Bills were 
drawn, and that it was 8 that the Bills ſhould be 

a 


drawn during the receſs; Well, 
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man, was I to take the ſenſe of parliament upon the payment 
of a Bill after permitting it to be drawn ?---I anſwer, that he 
mult ſtill take the fenſe of parliament, when the queſtion 
comes to be put upon the payment of the extraordinaries of I 
the army: and that it is then in the power of the Houfe of 15 
Commons, if not to ſtop the payment of that ſpecific ſum to 
the Emperor of Germany, to refuſe to cover the deficiency 
which it has occaſioned in the eſtimated ſervices. One of 
the Bills I find to have been dated on the 20th of May, and, 
if I recollect right, the Houſe was prorogued on the 19th. 
Now, I aſk, Did he not forefee, did he not know on the 
_ 19th, that this Bill was to be drawn on the 20th? And if 


he did, which it is impoſſible but he muſt have done, P aſk, [7 * 
when it was his intention to ſend money to the Emperor 
hy he conceated it? When he found that it would be ne- 5 
yr to call upon the country for pecuniary aid to the 
Houſe of Auſtria, why he did not inform the publick of WF 
the additional burthen which they would be called upon to Wa 
ſuſtain? When he was compelled to have recourſe to the 1 


Houſe of Commons for ſupport, why did he not aſk for 
that ſupport in a conſtitutionat manner. Suppoſing even 
for a moment, that the urgency of the erifis was ſuch as to 
render it neceſſary to draw the bills during the recefs, and 
that Parliament could not refufe to pay them, which is not 
true (for that was certainly in the power of Parliament), Why 
did he not ſubmit the matter to the Houſe of Commons as 
ſoon as they were aſſembled ? I have not had time to cal- 
culate the amount of the bills drawn during the receſs ; but 
this know, that the ſum of 400,000l. has been iſſued ſince 
the meeting of Parliament; and I do contend that it could 
only have leſſened the quantum of the money ſent to the 
Emperor, which would have been no harm, had they thought 
it proper ſo to decide, except he was influenced by one or 
other of the motives before ftated, either from a wiſh to 
eſtabliſh a precedent againſt the conſtitution, or from an idea 
that he was a better judge of the extent of the ſuccours that 
were proper for this country to grant than the Houſe of 
e,, I TNT %% Yo 89 IM 
Without entering at all into the queſtion of the propriety - 
of granting theſe ſuccours, a diſcuſſion which I with on this 
evening entirely to avoid, I cannot help making an obſer- 
vation upon the relation in which we ſtand to the Houle of 
Auſtria in pecuniary matters. In 1795, this country guaran- 
teed a loan to the Emperor of four millions and a half. There 
were many who doubted at the tune of the policy of the 
—— 0 88 meaſure, 
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weaſure, aud I recolle& well of a noble lord oppoſite (Lord 


Hawkeſbury) urging in behalf of the good faith of his Impe- 


rial Majeſty, that he had made good his firſt payment of the 
intereſt due upon the loan. I did not conſider it as a very 


money for the firſt payment of the intereſt was deducted 


from the capital, and I ſhall be ſtill leſs ſurpriſed now to hear 
of his Imperial Majeſty's punctuality in paying the intereſt 
upon that loan after we have remitted him 1, 200, osol. 


which is three or four times more than any ſum of intercſb 
which he has te pay to this country. The Houſe ougat to 
be peculiarly intereſted in this affair, ſince they were con- 


cerned in the guarantee of that loan; or they might find them- 
ſolves involved too late, for it would be very eaſy for the , 


Emperor punctrally to diſcharge the intereſt of it, if they 


continued to furniſh him with more money than was 
neceſſary for that purpoſe. I do not ſtate this as a rea- 
ſon why parlament ſhould withold ſuccours from the Em- 


peror, but I ſtate it as an additional reaſon why miniſters 


ſhould be cautious of granting theſe ſuccours without the 
ſanction of parliament. I have been often accuſed, Sir, of 
repreſenting the conſtitution as in danger. Of theſe alarms 
Jam willing to take all the ſhame, and to the crime, if it be 
any, I readily plead guilty. The oftner that I have thought 
upon the ſubject, and the more experience 1 have of the 
conduct of miniſters, the more I am convinced that my 
| alarms are juſt, and that my apprehenſions are well founded. 
Upon fome meaſures which I have conceived to be danger- 
ous to the conſtitution, J allow that there was room for 
difference of opinion. The queſtion now before the Houſe, 
however, is not whether the attack is greater or leſs than 
thoſe which have been formerly directed againſt the conſti- 
tution. It is ſo bold, ſo daring, and ſo deſtructive of the 
letter of the conſtitution, that if it meet the ſanction of 


parliament, the queſtion will be, not how far the conſtitu- 


tion is injured, but whether or not we have any conſtitution. 

at all? It is upon theſe grounds that I am induced to bring | 
forward the motion which I am about to propoſe. Many | 

very many, of the checks upon the perogative have been rer 


moved. The encreaſe of the expenditure af the country, 
and the accumulation of taxes, have added enormouſly to 


the influence of the crown, accordingly that influence never 


powerful argument at the time, becauſe I know that the 


- 


acted ſo unfortunatelyagainſt the Commons as in theſe later pe- 


riods. When it has been thought neceſſary to add new and ex- 


$raordinary powers to the crown; to accumulate new deſcrip» 


— o 
r ai A um 
— — 64-4 ; 4 — 
- —— — — — — 


372 WOODFLL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [-Commone, 


tions of treaſon; to inflict cruel, barbarous, and unheard of pu- 


niſhments for every petty offence againſt the perogatives; and 


to arm the crown with an unprecendented military power; in 


fact, to inſtitute ſomething approaching to a military govern- 
ment, whether theſe innovations have been neceſſary or not, 


I think they are of ſuch a magnitude as to have juſtified 
ſome degree of alarm. But if, in addition to all theſe new 
and extraordinary circumſtances, there is to be added a 
direct attack upon the privileges of this Houſe, and 
1, 200, oool. is to be diſpoſed of by the miniſter, not only in 


augmentation of expences approved of by parliament, but 
without obtaining the conſent of, or ſo much as acknowledgin 


parliament, I ſhould be glad to know where there is the 


ſmalleſt ſafeguard of the conſtitution left, or what ſecurity 
we can have againſt the future encroachments, either of a 
miniſter, or of a prince, who may be diſpoſed to make them ? 
I am ſure the honourable gentleman cannot twiſt any provi- 
Hon in the vote of credit bill, ſo as to afford him the ſmalleſt 


pretence for making the application of it, which he has done, 
and the expence can with leſs propriety be introduced 
among the extraordinaries of the army, ſince it might have 
been previouſly voted upon eſtimate. In both caſes whether 


the money has been paid from the vote of credit, or under 


the head of army extraordinaries, the honourable gentleman 
has been equally culpable; in the one caſe, he has been 
guilty of a breach of law; in the other, he has been guilty | 
of a breach of truſt, and in both he has acted directly 


contrary to the principles of the conſtitution. I move, Sir, 


that the act founded on the vote of credit may be read. 


[The act being read, pro forma, Mr. Fox continued]. Some 


perſons think that in order to repair the breach upon the 
conſtitution, a Bill of indemnity ought to be paſſed; for my 


own part I am not of ſuch an opinion; I think there is no 
alleviating circumſtance in any part of the conduct of mini- 


ſters, to entitle them to ſuch indulgence. When the ſubject 


was under diſcuſſion on a former evening, the honourable 


_ gentleman (Mr. Pitt) inſtead of ſoliciting pardon came 
forward vindicating his conduct, and challenging the Houle 
if they dared to find fault with it. I think therefore that an 
act of indemnity would be improper, becauſe the circumſtan- 
ces have been even a greater outrage upon the conſtitution 


(if a greater was poſſible) than the principle itſelf. I cannot 


eonceive any proper mode of acting, if it is not for the Houſe 


to expreſs a plain intelligible opinion upon the meaſure. I 


know not what is their opinion, nor do I know the opinion 


of 
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of the publick upon it; but this I do know, that he muſt 
be ſanguine indeed who can hope that the conſtitution can 
long farvive ſuch an attack, if the authors of it are ſuffered 


to paſs without any mark of reprehenſion. 
Mr. Fox concluded with moving, 


That hs Mazeſty's miniſters having authoriſed and directed, at different times, 


without the conſent, and during the fitting of Par iament, the iſſue of various 


ums of money for the ſe: vice of his Imperial Majeſty, and allo for the ſervice 


of the army under the Prince of Conde, have ated contrary to their duty, and to 
the truſt repoſed in them, and have thereby violated the conſtitutional privileges : 
of this Houſe, „„ ; | IK 
Mr. Alderman Combe roſe to ſecond the motion, but 
could not give a ſilent vote upon a ſubject of ſo much im- 
portance. After what had been advanced by his right 

Loeb friend he would not ſay a word upon the 

ſubje& in a conſtitutional point of view. In obedience _ 
to the inſtructions of his conſtituents, who had met that 


day in the common hall of the City of London, and had 


defired their repreſentatives to cenſure the conduct of mini- 

| ters, in giving away the publick money without the conſent 
of Parliament, he ſaid, he had ſeconded the motion. He 
ſpoke of the reſpectability of the meeting, and of the pride 
he ſhould always feel in obeying the voice of his conſtituents, 
the livery of London, who almoſt unanimouſly diſapproved 


of the miniſter's conduct on the preſent occaſion. And it 
was with peculiar ſatisfaction he now followed their inſtructi- 


ons, as his own ſentiments entirely agreed with their 
opinion. As the repreſentative of the firſt commerical city 
in the world, he was well acquainted with the miſchief 


produced by the money ſent to the Emperor. The diſcounts 


ing of the Bills drawn for the purpoſe of remitting money to ; 


the Imperial troops, had ſwallowed up ſo much of the mone 


of the Bank, as to compel that great body to narrow their 
_ diſcounts, and the Britiſh mere 


ih merchants were made to ſuffer, 
that the German troops might be ſupplied. The remittances 


to the allied armies on the Continent had in fact been a great 25 


cauſe of the alarming ſcarcity of money laſt year ä 
of moſt of the ee ee — Kone 


other from penuriouſneſs in its diſcounts, 


to the profeſſions which had been ſo recen 


nts with which the commerical 
world had been troubled. Having traced. the cauſe. 
ol the ſcarcity of money to the remittances made to the 
Emperor alone, and vindicated the mercantile world on the 
one hand from general want of credit, and the Bank on the 
he next adverted 
tly made by men- 
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bers of Parliament, of love and reſpect for the conſtitution, 
which he hoped had not already evaporated, a proof of 
which he truſted gentlemen would give on the preſent 


evening. He profeſſed to be attached perſonally to no man, 


nor to have any prejudice againſt any of the members of 


_ adminiſtration. He voted with Mr. Fox, as a friend to 


Human happineſs, which was belt ſecured by political liberty, 


and he declared on that evening he came down, to uſe the 


phraſe of a right honourable gentleman, impregnated with 
the ſenſe of his conſtituents, which had that day been fo 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, Sir, when I conſider 


the nature of the motion which is this day brought forward 
by the right honourable gentleman againſt his Majeſty's mi- 
niſters, and the ſerious charge which it involves, I muſt re- 
gard myfelf as particularly implicated in that charge, as 


poſſeſſing a particular ſhare of reſponſibility in the conduct 
of that meaſure which 1s cenſured as a violation of the con- 


ſtitution, and a breach of the privileges of this Houſe. 1 


have, however, in the diſcuſſion of this queſtion every thing 


to expect from the candour and juſtice of the Houſe. An 


imputation of a moſt ſerious kind has been advanced againſt 


his Majeſty's miniſters, but it is neceſſary that all which may 
be offered on both ſides ſhould be fairly heard, before any 
deciſion can take place. It is requiſite that gentlemen ſhould 


be in full poſſeſſion of every important fact that can be ad- 
duced, before they haſten to a concluſion which neceſlarily 


involves in it matter of ſuch weight and magnitude. The 
| Houſe ſhould clearly know the general principles on which it 


is to decide: it ſhould know the grounds on which the the- 


ory of this part of the conſtitution is erected : it ſhould alſo 


know, what the particular inſtances are in point of practice 
that militate in a certain degree againſt the general princi- | 
ples. I ſay, Sir, when theſe conſiderations are once known, it 

will then be incumbent en the Houſe to decide. But I truſt 
it will not be denied, that until theſe points are completely 
and ſatisfactorily aſcertamed, the Houſe ought with every 
view to propriety, to ſuſpend its determination. It is no 


ſmall object of ſatisfaction to me, that the full review of 
former precedents with reſpect to the preſent motion, forms 


a chief ground of it. In ſuch an application of facts, 1 
have conſiderable reaſon to be pleaſed, and I truſt I ſhall 
clearly demonſtrate before I fit down, that former precedents 


- concur in juſtifying the meaſure which is at this moment ſo 


ſeverely condemned. I am, however, not a little ſupriſed 
og | 10 
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* to hear the language made uſe of by an honourable magiſ- 
* trate, (Alderman Combe), who has declared that he has 
received inſtructions from his conſtituents to join in a vote 
of cenſure againſt his Majeſty's miniſters, for having ſupplied 
the Emperor with money without the authority of Parlia- 
ment. It appears extraordinary, that any man mould ſtate 
the inſtructions of his conſtituents, as a juſtification of his 
conduct in concurring in a vote of a criminal charge. 1 
think it muſt be admitted, that it was impoſſible for the 
honourable gentleman's conſtituents to decide in a juſt 
and candid manner, on the propriety of giving a vote on a 
motion, with the particulars of which they muſt have been 
unacquainted, and more peculiarly as they muſt have been 
totally ignorant of the defence which his Majeſty's nuniſters 
meant to ſet up. I have, Sir, to caution the Houſe againſt 
thoſe conſtitutional doctrines which have been maintained 
in former debates, and particularly on "Thurſday night laſt. 
But without entering into a minute refutation of them, or 
| Rating thoſe which 1 conceive to be ſtrictly juſt, I cannot 
help obſerving, that much is ſaved for my purpoſe by*the_ 
conceſſions which the right honourable gentleman himſelf 
has made. I certainly do not with to goad the right honour- 
able gentleman into the former opinions he has at differ- 
enttimes maintained: J am better content to take his 
preſent ſtatements: I am better content with what E 
have heard from him to-day, and with thoſe general 
principles which have fallen from him in ſupport of his 
motion. For as on a former occaſion, when the preſent ſubject 
was firſt ſtarted, the interval of one night made him ſee the 
meaſure more inflammatory than it really is; it now appears 
that a pauſe of a few days have diminiſhed his ideas of the 
_ mflammatory tendency which, in his own opinion, it poſ- 
ſeſſed. The right hon. gentleman has taken great pains to 
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. lay down the great conſtitutional principles with regard to 

nn pecuniary grants, and the uſe of theſe grants. I did under- | 

8 ſtand on a former night, that the honourable gentleman told | 
1 us one thing, to which he ſaid there was no exception, name- i 
oY ly, that no expence could be incurred without the confent of | 
tt Parliament. I did not altogether ſubſcribe to that doctrine, | 
_ and I will ſtate, as near as poſſible, the very words of the li 


argument I then uſed in anſwer. I argued, that the practice 
of extraordinaries had been adopted at different periods of 
the hiſtory of the country, at periods the moſt approved in 
the hiſtory of the country, at leaſt at periods which the 
honourable gentleman maſk naturally think the moſt appros 
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ved, when he was himſelf in the adminiſtration. Extraordi- 


naries, to a large amount, were uſed during the fitting of 
Parliament, and Parliament afterwards juſtified the act by a 


vote. The honourable gentleman did then admit, that he 


never could be ſuppoſed to have ſaid that extraordinaries 


could not be uſed without the conſent of parliament, previ- 


ouſly obtained; but when miniſters have now adopted 
the ſame meaſure, the propriety of which the honourable 
gentleman ſaid, he could not be ſuppoſed to deny; yet 


fuch is his alarm, that he cannot feel himſelf juſtified in 


pauſing a moment on the neceſſity of the actual condemna- 
tion of miniſters. _ DE en ge ps | = 
However, Sir, it is enough for my purpoſe to admit, that, 


according to the fundamental principles of the conſtitution, 


all grants muſt proceed from the Commons; that they are 
afterwards ſubject to their controul, 1s a principle undeni- 
able: But although the Commons are poſieticd of the 


power of controuling the application of the ſupplies raiſed by 


them, yet it is a circumſtance 1 to demonſtation, by 
practice and general obſervation that it would be impoſlible 
to carry on any wars, that it would be impoſſible for govern- 
ment to proceed with due u er for the publick ſafety, or 


with advantage for the public ſervice, if extraordinaries were 


not raiſed by Parliament. In point of practice, it is evident 


they have been raiſed. Thoſe great writers, Who have 
written on the ſubject ſubſequent to the revolution, prove 


that extraordinaries have always been uſed from that period. 


I deſire to refer to the practice of the whole of the ſucceſſion 
of adminiſtrations, from the days of King William down to 


the preſent time, when the principles of the conſtitution are 


become infinitely more definite, and when, owing to am- 
bition on the part of France, publick expences and the 
tranſactions of finance have attained a greater magnitude; 


and I aſk, whether from that period down to the preſent, 
the practice of extraordinaries has not been recognized, and 
admitted? I do not mean of extraordinaries only, but of 
extraordinary ſervices during the ſitting of Parliament. I 
do not ſtate this, as if there was only one or two folitary 


_ precedents, but as the uniform practice of all the wars in 
which this country has been engaged; and that during ſuch 
_ wars the extraordinaries have been preciſely of the deſcription 
I have ſtated. Sir, our conſtitution is one which reſts on 


great and leading principles, but ſtill no one would wiſh that 


the conſtitution ſhould experience any injury by puſhing 


thoſe principles to a rigid and extreme gxcels ; Iſ we 2 | 0 
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look into the record books of the conſtitution, we ſhall find 
certain principles laid down, which ſeem to contradict 
many acts of parliament, which are held as ſtrictly legal. 
If we examine the law of parliament, we ſhall find, that it 
is derived principally from the general tenor of the whole 
of the principles of the conſtitution, illuſtrated by the partt- 
cular urgency and neceſſity of circumſtances. If this is the 
true way which men ought to ſtudy the conſtitution, by 
applying the principles of it to the exigency of circum- 
ſtances, let me repeat what I ſtated on a former night, 
with reſpect to the impoſſibility of the meaſure being wrong, 
which was done in conformity to the beſt and moſt approved 
principles, as adapted to peculiar events; and let me alſo 
| aſk, how a meaſure can deſerve to be loaded with obloquy and 
_ reproach, which in truth is no more than has been the prac- 
tice of every adminiſtration, at thoſe periods when we have 
been moſt proud of the conſtitution? I might remark, that 
the honourable gentleman, in the courſe of his ſpeech, has 
admitted ſuch to have been the practice, bceauſe he has 
himſelf ated upon it; yet I muſt admit that the hon. gen- 
tleman, when he ſtated that ſuch was the practice, obſerved, 
that becauſe extraordinaries were conſonant to practice, that 
it was no reaſon they ſhould be extended ſo far, if it could 
poſſibly be avoided. The honourable gentleman, if I un- 
derſtand him right, by that very mode of argument, of the 
extenſion of the extraordinaries being attended with ſo much 
the more miſchief, does, in fact, admit the exception to the 
principle which he charges me with having violated, and, in 
ſhort, deſtroys in effect the very principle he before ad- 
mitted. He told us that every extraordinary ſervice invol= 
ved the breach of the pledge to ſatisfy former eſtimates, 
by removing the means of paying them to ſome other 
ſervice. If his doctrines mean to infer that extraordinaries 
ougght not to be unneceſſarily extended, I cannot but per- 
fectly coincide with him: but if his argument has for its 
object that of rendering all extraordinaries invidious, I hope, 
in ſuch caſe, I may be allowed to guard the Houſe againſt 
the effects of attending too much to topics oppoſed to the 
very ſame principles which he has before admitted. That 
extraordinaries are liable to the future obſervation and con- 
troul of Parliament, is true; but Parliament has at all times 
felt, that it is neceſſary, for the publick ſafety, that miniſters 
ſhould have the power of uſing extraordinaries, witheut 
appealing to Parliament, provided that power, and the 
Vox. I. 1796. 32 means 


ject to future diſcuſſion. 
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means by which thoſe extraordinaries are incurred, are ſubs 


But it is not the queſtion of extraordinaries only that ariſes, 


Parliament, finding the impoſſibility of reducing every thing 


to eſtimated expences, has introduced the practice of giving 
votes of credit, with the power, generally, to apply them as 
exigencies might require. As far as it has been poſlible to 
provide againſt extraordinaries, which always hitherto has 
been impracticable, every endeavour has been exerted ;_ 
but it is a circumitance in which Parliament have 
certainly acted with great wiſdom, that it has not thought 
proper at any time to interfere with reſpect to the 
amount of the ſums which miniſters might think neceſſary for 


_ ſupplying the extraordinaries, but merely. to make miniſters 
_ reſponſible fer the application of the ſums, and the neceſ- 
| Gity of the extraordinaries, to the payment of which they 


are direcked. Before I ſay any more, I will only obſerve, 
that it is not likely I ſhould be one to diſpute the propriety 
of the meaſure of providing for the extraordinaries by the 
extent of the vote of credit, if fuch a thing could be adopt- 
ed; I have often heard it made a matter of reproach to me, 
that I endeavoured. to eſtimate every expence and provide 
for it beforehand. The votes of credit were always ſmaller 
in former wars than in the preſent. In the prefent war, 1 
I have added to the vote of credit other proviſions for the 


- purpoſe of providing for the extraordinaries beforehand. I may 
therefore be conſidered. as having done all in my power to- 


wards endeavouring to take the previous authority of 
Parliament. What then do I ſay, that there is no difference 
between a vote of credit and extraordinaries ? - As to the 
vote of credit, I conceive it to be a privilege granted to 
his Majeſty's miniſters to employ a given ſum to any ſuch. 


| purpoſe as the exigency of affairs ſhall require. There is 


no circumſtance, however, unforeſeen, there is no purpoſe, 
be it what it may, no poſſible event in which miniſters may 
think it requiſite that a vote of credit is not applicable to- 
No expences upon ſudden emergencies, which do not come 
within the ſpirit of a vote of credit, ſubject however to that 
principle which I ſhall ſtate. / Here Mr. Grey took notes , 


| avhat fell from the Chancellor of the Exchequer.) I obſerve 


* > 


an honourable gentleman taking . notes of what I have juſt 
mentioned, and by his manner he feems to expreſs diſappro- 5 
bation. I only hope he will not interrupt me, till he has 


when L have no doubt but I ſhall be able to convince ps 
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am right. Have I ſaid that becauſe a vote of credit is appli- 


cable to every-publick ſervice, that there is ne queſtion of 


reſponſibility? Have I ſaidthere is no principle of reſpect, 


of attention, of deference to Parliament? I truſt I have 


neither ſaid,' nor at any one moment of my life have failed 
to thew by my conduct, that ſuch reſponſibility does exiſt. 
I know that for every exerciſe of that diſcretion, regularly 
given by the act, founded upon the vote of credit, miniſters 
are ſubject to the ſame reſponſibility as for the exerciſe of 

every other diſcretion, which permanently belongs to them 
2s miniſte's of the crown, and which they are bound to uſe | 
for the fafety, the welfare, and the dignity of the country: 
a diſcretion, the more important, as it relates to the diſpo- 
ſition of the publick money; and I truſt Parliament will not 
loſe ſight, that it is their duty to weigh thoſe unforeſeen _ 


_Aifficulties, on which alone government can uſe the powers 
with which it is entruſted, i Te 
But, Sir, I do not mean to ſtop here; I do not mean to 


fay that government ought not to be queſtioned as to the pro- 
priety of the meaſures it may think proper to recur to. I 


Have admitted its liability to be cenſured. I will admit, 


that if at that time of uſing a vote of credit, miniſters foreſee 
any expenditure which appears likely to be of conſequence, 


either with reſpec to its amount, or the importance or pe- 


culiarity of the ſubject, if it admits of a preciſe eſtimate, 


and if the ſubject is of fuch a nature, that it can be divulged 


without injury er inconvenience to the public, I ſhould rea- 
dily admit that that miniſter would fail in his duty to parlia- 


ment, that he would not act according to the ſound princi- 
Ples of what I believe to be the conſtitution of the country, 
if he were not to ſtate the nature of the emergency, and en- 


deavour to eſtimate the expence; but if from the nature of 


the exigency, it ſhould be impolitic to divulge it, in that 


cafe, I conceive the miniſter juſtified, who conceals it from 
parliament till a future ſeaſon. By theſe principles, as to the 
general queſtion, I am ſatisfied that my merits or demerits 


thould be tried; If I have, in the opinion of the Houſe, de- 
Parted from the principles of the conſtitution, then I have 


committed an error in judgment: If through an error in 


judgment I have departed from the principles of the conſti- 
tution, I admit J ought to receive the cenſure of the Houfe, 
_ notwithſtanding that error proceeded from my having felt 


It my irreſiſtible duty, in common with the reſt of his Ma- 
zeſty's miniſters, to act upon principles which I conceived 


che beſt calculated to enſure the roſperity and advantage of 


, 
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cealing it, or that its importance could make any difference 


with regard to the eſtimate of its expenze. Of the principle 
itſelf, it is not material to ſay more; but with reſpect to 


what the honourable gentleman has ſtated, I will make this 


obſervation. He has ſaid that extraordinaries are admitted 


on account of indiſpenſible neceſſity, and that thoſe extra- 


ordinaries are ſuch a miſchief, that he almoſt doubts whether 


they ſhould be ſuffered at all, I will admit that expence, 


be it what it will, is indubitably objeCtionable, and that if 
the expence ariſes to a conſiderable ſum, the objection is 


{till ſtronger ; but the greater the expence, the higher is 
the advance on the reſponſibility of miniſters, and the grea- 


ter is the inducement for this Houſe to vote to diſcharge 
thoſe expences. The only caſe has occurred which was in 
contemplation. If it ſhould appear to the Houſe, that in 


conſequence of an unforeſeen change of circumſtances, the 


_ neceſſity of expenditure was increaſed ; if it ſhould appear 


that the only opportunity had arrived, in which there was 
no alternative but that of relinquiſhing the cauſe in which 
the country was engaged, or of advancing the reſponſibility 
of miniſters ; if, I ſay, this ſhould appear, is it a mark of 


candour in the honourable gentleman to defire that the ur- 


gency only ſhould be put out of the queſtion? Why then, 
Sir, as to the utility of the advance to the Emperor, whe- 


ther it could have been made in a more proper form, whether, 


by a previous application to parliament, it would not have 


been attended with a greater degree of inconvenience ? | 
Whether the advance was not made at a time the moſt cri- 


tical that could poſſibly have occured? Theſe are quettions 


which I ſhall ſhortly proceed to diſcuſs. But, aſſuming for 
the preſent, that there was a difficulty about the mode of 


doing it, what mode, under fimilar circumſtances, would 


have been more eligible? In this way it has been tried, 


and has ſucceeded; by previouſly applying to parliament, it 


is doubtful whether it would have ſucceeded or not. I en- 


treat gentlemen to recollect the ſituation of the Emperor, 
on the continent; the ſituation of this country, with reſ- 
pect to the proſecution of the war, or of its termination by 
a ſafe and honourable peace: I requeſt them to look back 
to July or Augult laſt ; a period when we ſaw with 8 


—— — 


the country. Let me not be ſuppoſed to admit, what the 
honourable gentleman ſeems to aſſume as an inſtance of 
candour, namely, that he reſerved the queſtion, whether 
any degree of importance, which might attach to the ſub- 
ject, could poſſibly be conſidered an argument for con- 
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and apprehenſion the triumphant arms of the French Re- 
ublic at the gates of Munich, and the territorial poſſeſſions 

of the Belligerent powers in danger of being wreſted from 

them. When tRey look back to this period, let them at the. 
ſame time look back to the determined valour and gallant 
conduct of the Auſtrian army, and the inconceivable rapi- 
dity with which they compelled the common enemy to 
forego their advantages, and retreat towards their own 
country. It may perhaps be a queſtion, how much, or how 
| little, the aſſurances which the Auſtrians had of this addi- 
tional reſource, and the poſſibility of its being equal to car- 
rying them through the campaign, tended to their ſucceſſes; 
but that queſtion will be eaſily ſolved, when it is conſidered 
how much the conduct of Auſtria muſt neceſſarily have de- 
| pended on the ſum furniſhed by this country. I will aſk 
whether any man can heſitate in determining the utility of 
the meaſure of ſending nine hundred thouſand or twelve 
hundred thouſand pounds, when ſuch advantages have been 
_ procured by it? What is it we have given? WhatdoT 
ſay? We have in fact only lent a ſum of money to a power 
whom, I ſhall contend, we have no ground to diſtruſt; and 
that if we had given more, it has been already amply repaid 
by the exertion of that power. I would willingly make my 
appeal again to the public, for I am convinced that public, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, have too much regard for 
their country, to feel the additional burthen of taxes, what- 
ever their individual ſhares may be, that bring ſuch advan- 
tages. I am ſatisfied, there is not a man in the country 
that does not feel that he is more than repaid by the 
ſecurity which the ſucceſs of the arms of our ally has pro- 
duced; that there is not a man who does not admire the 
magnanimity and intrepidity of the Auſtrians ; the unſha- 
ken mind and nobleneſs of principle which has actuated the 
Court of Vienna; that there is not a man who will not be 
proud that he has been the means of forwarding their exer- 
tions, and who will not lay his claim to the merit of havin 
furniſhed the finews which have enabled the Auſtrians to 

obtain ſuch glorious atchievements. I will not think ſo ill 

of the good ſenſe of Engliſhmen, as to ſuppoſe that they can 
regret any trifling expence, which has been the means of 

obtaining ſuch ſignal advantages. The queſtion alone is, 
whether there is any doubt of the exigence of the meaſure, 
whether there is any doubt of its neceſſity, and whether the 
ſervice would have been performed by a previous ſtatement 
to parliament? | he. Co RT oh, 
Here Sir, let me ſtate to this Houſe, or rather re- 
peat 


— 
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peat what I have ſhortly ſtated on a former night. The 


Houſe will recollect, that from the principles on which 


F conceive a government ſhould act, it never could have 


been in my contemplation, or that of his Majeſty's miniſters, 


under the vote of credit, to propoſe advancing the whole of 
the ſum which turned out to be neceſſary for the Emperor. 
That it was not my intention, is proved by this circumſtance, 
that at the very period of propoſing the vote of credit, a re- 
ſerve was expreſsly made for a loan to be ſpecifically brought 


forward, and ſubmitted to parliament, to a much larger 
amount than the vote of credit. What inference do I wiſh 


to draw? Firſt of all, that it is a pretty clear and evident 
proof, that it in reality appeared, by the Auſtrians being ſo 


mach in want, that his Majeſty's miniſters had an impreſſion 


of the neceſſity of aſſiſting the Emperor. Could they have any 
motive to hold out a loan, if there was no ſuck thing in agi- 
tation? What view could any government have in ſtating 
the neceſſity of an Auſtrian loan, if they did not fee the oc- 
caſion for one? When we aſked for the vote of credit, it 


Was plain we were not aſking for a vote of credit for ſervices 


anforeſeen, but that we intended to apply it as it has been 


applied. Gentlemen will recollect, that on the firft loan of 


eighteen millions, it was ſtated as uncertain the preciſe time 


it would be called for; that the preciſe time depended on 


the reſult of an intercourſe between his Majeſty and the 
Emperor, without which it was impoſſible to ſettle the 


extent of it. But it is true, I felt that, in conſequence of 
the extraordinary extent of the drain of money, that ſome 


time would be neceſſary before the influx of trade would be 
ſuch as to render a meaſure of that kind practicable 'in its 


execution, or ſafe in its impreſſion; for of all ſubjects, that 


which relates to credit, or the ſtagnation of money, 
the delicacy of which every man knows, is that in 
which it is neceſſary to be particularly circumſpect. Now, 
how does this ſtand? I was ſanguine that a much ſhorter 
interval would have diminiſhed the ſcarcity. Afterwards, 


at a much later period, I found that it would be impoſſible 
to bring forward the loan. Under this impreſſion, I did 


think it adviſeable to take the ſtep I have taken, a ſhort time 


| 1815 to the end of laſt parliament. How far that can be 


airly imputed to me as a crime, is a queſtion I ſhall have 
occaſion to diſcuſs. However, this is the firſt principle of 
my defence, that when the campaign was advancing, fo that 
the Emperor could not wait for any proof of the reality of 
his hopes of an increaſe of pecuniary ſupply, in 9 : 
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to what had been done before, and according to principles 
recognized by parliament, [ thought it expedient, for the 
ſucceſs of his arms, to ſend the means of repelling the enemy, 
Towards the end of laſt ſeſſion it appeared to me impoſhble 
to bring forward the diſcuſſion of the loan. I have not 
thought proper to argue away the public diſcuſſion of the 
Joan, as a very different thing from the advance to the Em- 
peror. I hardly think that wilt be argued by thoſe who _ 
know what were the opinions of monied men. I know that 
thoſe who argue molt againſt the meaſure contend, that 
a public loan, at the time this advance was made, was im- 

a A Re 
I )he principal queſtion is, whether this meaſure has de- 

prived you of any thing you poſſeſſed? whether any diſad- 
vantage has been the conſequence of it, ſo as to make our 
| fituation more embarraſſed now than it would have been 
ſome months ago, by a loan taking place ? I believe the ſitu- 
ation of mercantile men, and the pecuniary ſtate of the coun- 
try is more favourable now than they were at the periods 
When the ſeveral remittances to the Emperor were iſſued. 

This I ſtate not merely on the ſuggeſtions of any particular 

member of this Houſe, not merely in conſequence of any 
_ diſcovered publick opinion; but I ſtate it on evident grounds 
of reaſon. Nor can I for a moment ſuppoſe that the mem 
ders of this Houſe, that the publick will long fuſpend the 
_ delegation of their aſſent to a meaſure founded equally in the 
juſtice and the expediency of the motives which gave it birth, 
| Yue however this may be, I have on this occaſion the-ſatic 
faction of knowing that I am not ſtating my own ſentiments 
only, but alſo thoſe of the perſons who were the contractors _ 
fror the laſt loan. The contractors for that loan themſelycs 
felt then, and have ſince communicated to me, the jnco:» 
veniences that had reſulted to commerce in general from the 
immenſe, but neceſſary, drains in the money market, They 
had felt that any ſpecific propoſition to guarantee a- freih 
| loan to the Emperor would have fenſibly affected the mone' 
market: would have depreciated the funds, and depreſſed the 
public credit. Had I upon that occaſion adopted the mode 
of a public loan; had I come to parliament, when parli: » 
ment firſt ſat to deliberate on public meaſures ; had I, While 
the neceſſities of the Empire and the deareſt intereſts of Eu- 
rope depended in ſome meaſure, the one for relief, the other 
for preſervation, on the remittance of certain portions of 
that ſum of 1,200,000l. had I in that eventful criſis done 
any ching that might, in its ultimate conſequences, increaſe 


the 
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the difficulties of that ally, endanger and riſk the liberties 
of Europe, what, let me aſk, would have been the language 
of the hon. gentleman, who has this night cenſured my con- 


duct, and made it the ſubject of a ſpecific motion? I repeat 
it : The perſons beſt acquainted with the money market 


were, at the periods I have mentioned, deeply imprefled with 


a ſenſe of its growing embarraſſment, and ſeriouſly felt the in- 
conveniencies neceflarily concomitant to a ſtate of warfare. 


They felt thoſe inconveniencies, but they more than felt thejuſ- 


tice of the conteſt which had operated as the cauſe of them. In 


their opinion, the pecuniary fituation of the country was 


ſuch as would have rendered the publick avowal of any loan 


to the Emperor extremely impolitic, and, by an ill-timed 
diſcuſſion of its propriety, have produced thoſe evils I have 


in part detailed. To them I ſubmitted whether a publick 


loan would be prudent in ſuch circumſtances, but they 


were unanimous in their preference of the adopted mode. 
A proof this, that I could have no intention to violate the 
conſtitution. That I had not haſtily, and immaturely adopt- 
ed the alternative; that I made thoſe preliminary arrange- 
ments; that my enquiries on the ſubject were as general 
and earneſt as I have this night avowed, is well known, 
not only to the individuals with whom I conſulted, but 
alſo my colleagues in the miniſtry. I, appeal, without 


fear of being contradicted, I appeal to theſe in my confidence 
whether ſuch were or ſuch were not my ſentiments, whe- 
ther ſuch was or was not my conduct on that occaſion ? At 


this time the fituation of the Empire was alſo ſo peculiar, 
that his Majeſty's ſervants could not but have a ſtrong and 
Influencing ſenſe of the impropriety of affording publickly 
the aid that ſituation ſo much required. The arms of the 
French Republick were victorious in almoſt every quarter, 


the Empire threatened with deſtruCtion, and Europe with 
ruin. This was, I own, the reverſe of our once favourable 
hopes; from the exertions of that ally our expectations had 


been different; but could any temporary reverſe of circum- | 

ſtances juſtify a meaſure that muſt have intailed on that ally 
a permanent - miſchief ? Surely we who had conſidered. 
ourſelves entitled to ſhare in the good fortune of the arms 
of Auſtria, would not juſtly have. feparated our intereſts in 


her adverſity. Surely that ally, of whoſe good faith and 
candour, of whoſe ſteady attachment to the principles of the 


alliance we bad {0 many and ſuch fplendid proofs; that ally, 
who had almoſt ſingly reſiſted the deſtructive progreſs of 
an impetuous and cathuſiaſtic enemy : yes, the Houſe of 


_ Auſtria 


* 


n . „ OY 
G n To 
6 "ELIE — 
F BOS IEES a CO LOR Ps LO 


"2 
3 
x4 
Y 
6 
*s 
* * 
4 
* I 
* - 
">= 
1 
3 9 
5 5 
T1357 
x 
» 7 
SE * 
3 
* * 
> = 
} 8-5 
7% 3 
1 
ö = 
"S829. 
e 
An 
n 
5 
1 
We 
78 
. 
ye 
5 
LOS 
: 
41%, 
5 
ge 
Ly 
2 
- $7 
» RR = 
88, * 
"A 
AY 
1 
1 
n 
n 
. 
» 1 
„ 
F Ra by” 
3 TM 
72 — 
e 
1 
13 
1 
wh 
1 
13 
N N 
"FE 
= 
© 
2 
1 
"ST 
9 
x8 
"SH 
"1 
1 
4 v6. 
8 2 * 
1 
1 
1 
HK 
' Fan 
8 
ded is 
N 
F 
FAS 
2 
DS 
* 
WED 
2% Co . 
: N 
*. 
hu to. 
A" vr F% 
A Ld 
ben 
LOVE 
IX Fa 5 
Th by 
Xx 
. 
72 
Et”, 
* 
8 0 
5 "ih 
£5 dos 
8 
War 
$20 : 
ME 1 
8 
3 
. 
Ges 
25 
1 
3 
3 
AE 
bes 
2 
* 
LOS 
3»;M5 
5 
N. 2, 
n 
4 
1 
FE: 
8 
* 
Mg: 
EI 
5 
* 


* 

5 
” * us 
>. 
© 0 

55 * = 

, 

( A 

» . 

i} 44} 

* 

„ V 
WS 
Ly 
9 
52 
* 
$A 
2 
* 

1 vol 

. 8 

1 
Mut 
SE 
. 

* * 
"of 
: ; $97 
vr 
* 
. 

83 * 
„ 
Fe 

« wv 
Ho 
. 

8 

0 £ 

d f 
— 2 

37 
1 
8 

K 
"2.8 
' 

— 

1 * 
3 
WW 
- 3) 

1 

3 
. 
51 
1 

A 4 

3 
SL 
IR 
I — 
3 
. 
HH 
DOR 
7 
8 
ES 
Ya * 
1 
3 
fs. 
RO 
I 
NG 
Bo. of 
+ (00: 

. 
TS, „ 4 
. 
32 
— 
> 
; 
93 

Str. 

WS 4 

2 

5 $8) 

* "x * 

TR 

9 

$34; Y 
Kb 

3 
2H 
8 

* * 
LIES. 

„ 

NI 
* 4 

IO . 
E% 
8 
8 N : 
+ 

$4 

#578 
AR. 
+85 

* 12H +3 

. ity » 

Mc 

1 
ER 

* 

1 1 . 
3 

5 

"4 Se 
ou 
& INS. 

v5 

5-8 

8 
* 

% * 5. 

. 

1 

* 
Wo." 

9 

3$;. 

35 

a+ 

"8 

I - 2%s4 
3 
=. 3 

% BN 

BE 
. 9 

> "6 

„ 
D 7 

1 
n 
3 

247% 

n 
$ 
Wo 

Pf 
Ry” 
5 

a 
* 
"2M 
Figs 
"Ka 
i 
Fg 

1 2X 
7 AY i 
T4 : 

1 

44 IS. 

DU A 

TONY >) 

SAKE 
i 

WES, 

3 

1 7 
OO 
E. "al 

3Y, 

2 "5 

9 71 
WY, 

1 
2 oy 

78 5 4 

1 

2 4435 
—_— | 
$8 

EA * 
3 
1 
Ks. 

Az 7 
3 
. 
5 
4 
4 31. 
„ 5 
: * 

1 

HH 

N 

3 

. 
1 

Fey 
LAT 
FEW 

7 EK. 
7 * A 

% 

42 „ 
> $354 
: 261 DO 

9 
> 74 
Ry 
E 
5 
„ 

PRE SEG 
1248-3" 
2 
. ies ; 
EE 
9 
PR 
. 

VERY. 

* 7 
#7 

Boe 

Ld 

SY 

A, 

N 

F718 

2 7 
JEW 

3:97 

- n 

. 

5 

. 

. 

85 

5 5 

WA 
1 


ment. 


Pee. 41 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 38; 


Auſtria eminently merited our confidence and our eſteem. 


But theſe were not enough. The empire was in actual dan- 
ger; her treaſury exhauſted ; and many of her princes forced 
to abandon her defence. It was in this conjuncture that his 


Majeſty's ſervants, faithful at leaſt to their ſenſe of the dan- 


ger, afforded to Germany that aſſiſtance which I am proud 


to ſay had been in a great meaſure the means of ſaving not 


only that particular empire, but a vaſt portion of Europe. 


Actuated by theſe conſiderations, thus hurgied by exiſting 
| neceſſities, to adopt a particular meaſure, I flatter myſelf few | 
who hear me will in the end fail to diſcover, that the act it- 


ſelf, even ſuppoſing it to be unconſtitutional, could not be the 
reſult of a deliberate intention to violate acts of parlia- 


The right honourable gentleman has ſuppoſed that the 


meaſure was to be vindicated as one that had ſucceeded the 


fucceſles of the Auſtrian arms. But that was not the caſe. 
The glory of the Auſtrian ſucceſſes afforded not any of thoſe 
reaſons which influenced the conduct of the King's miniſters 


The honourable gentleman has ſuppoſed that the meaſure 
was now brought forward under cover of the glory of the 
Auſtrian ſucceſſes : but I have to remind that honourable 
_ gentleman, and the houſe, that the reſolution of his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters, to aſſiſt the Emperor, was taken not under 
the flattering phantom of deluſive glory, not becauſe the 


houſe of Auſtria was reſuming, under the auſpices of one 
of its illuſtrious members, its former ſpirit, and had regained 


its ardour not becauſe the French had been forced to aban- 


don ſome places, and retreat from others in the German do- 
minions; but their reſolution was taken when miniſters felt 


that they had an opportunity of giving to the Emperor, Eu- 


rope and the country, the beſt pledge of their ſincerity, of 


their attention to their intereſts, of tlieir individual integrity, 
and collective force. The reſolution was not taken without 
ſerious contemplation of the riſk. It was not undertaken 


without maturely conſidering every relation, in which it 
could poſſibly connect itſelf with the conſtitution. It was 
not undertaken in defiance of law, nor made a foli- _ 
tary exception to all former uſage. It was not under- 

taken to cripple our finances, nor had it either proſpec- 


tively, or retroſpectively, any one thing in common with 


a deliberate in ult to the Houſe, But it was undertaken 


in a ways and upon an emergency, which warranted the mea- 


mons of my adverſaries; but eſpecially by the then and pre- 


ven the meaſure was warranted by the former opi- 


ſent opinion of monied men. I ſhall perhaps be aſked, what 
Yor. I. 1769. | 3 D Perhaps be atked, what 
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is the difference between a loan in the manner that loan was 
tranſacted, and a loan granted in the old and popular way ? 
What the difference between a direct and avowed diſburſ- 
ment of the public money, and an indirect and concealed 
diſburſement? The former I ſhall, perhaps, be told, muſt 


have decreaſed the pecuniary reſources of the country equally 
with the latter; and have leſſened, though in a ſecret manner, 


the general means of commercial ſecurity. But to this I 


cannot concede, becauſe the reverſe has been the fact. The 


fact has been, that by remitting money to the Emperor in 
that ſeaſon of difficulty, of doubt and danger, his Majeſty's 
miniſters have rendered leſs doubtful the proſpects of a ſafe 


and honourable peace. Had miniſters on that occaſion, after 


being convinced themſelves of the neceſſity and juſtice of 


ſuch aſſiſtance, and during the receſs of parliament delayed 


the adoption of the conduct they have purſu:d, inſtead of 


affording to the Emperor, the enemy, and Europe, a proof of 


ſuperior wiſdom, and ſuperior reſources, it would be a proof 
of the want of both, by giving the money publickly. By 
diſcuſſing the ſubject in parliament at the earlieſt period, 


if ſuch a diſcuſſion could be entered into, not only publick 
Credit would have been injured, but you would have told 
the enemy that your difficulties obliged you to ſtint the ack- 
nowledged wants of your allies. To thoſe who thought 

worſe of our reſources than I did, to the public mind in ge- 


neral, ſuch a meaſure in ſuch a criſis would, I know, have 
been a cauſe not of rejoicing, but of ſorrow; not a ſource 


of pleaſure, but of pain. Every man who wiſhed well to 
his country, every man ſincerely attached to the principles of 


the conſtitution, inſtead of approving of that aſſiſtance being 
afforded originally as a loan, would have ſaid no, do not 


commit yourſelf to your ally, ſo as to make your neceſbtics a 
telt of his. If, inſtead of PEE to poiſe and re- 


move the difficulty as I have done, this Houſe had ſo paſſed 
a public loan, ſuch muſt have been the conſequence. I am 
certain that had parliament been acquainted with the danger 
of our ally, and had even determined to give the necetſary 
aſſiſtance, the publicity of the meaſure would have defcated 


the object. So that whether we had or had not been re- 
duced to the alternative of refuſing aſſiſtance altogether, the 


event muſt have produced collateral miſchiefs. I may, there- 
fore, I think, aſk, will you, upon all occaſions pregnant 
with real danger, yield to amplify and diſcuſs the difficulty, 


ſo far as when the ſafety of your allies, yourſelves, and all 


Europe depend on your aſſiſtance, to withold or render nu- 
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gatory that aſſiſtance? Will you publickly give ſuch a 
pledge to an ally, as muſt render it impracticable for you to 


give the aid that may be required at home. Pledges of aid, 

and of inſtant aid, his Majeſty's ſervants had certamly ſeen 

good reaſon to give to the Emperor. Thele pledges had been 
iven long before the meeting of parhament, and might 


juſtly be conſidered as very eminently conducive to every 


meaſure and every ſucceſs which has been ſince adopted and 
experienced. It is, I know, one among the grounds on 
which the right hon, gentleman has brought his accufation, 


that a part of the money was ſent previoufly to the meeting 


of parliament, and another ground, that money has been 
ſent ſince its meeting. I own the advance to the Emperor 


conſiſts of ſums ſent ſince the meeting of the pretent parlia- 
ment; but I do contend, that the pledges of theſe fums 


were the means by which the houſe of Auſtria endured ad- 
verſity, and retrieved its poſterity. Had the Emperor, in 


July and Auguſt laſt, had no aſſurance of your aſſiſtance, 1 
will not ſay we ſhould have been at this moment a ruined 
people, but I will ſay, that the pecuniary ſecurity of Eng- 


land, and the territorial ſecurity of Auſtria, had been dimi- 
niſhed, if not utterly deſtroyed. 5 FF ee 
Ona former night, an hon. friend of mine uſed as one 
argument, what he thought would be the effect, a public 
diſcuſſion of the meaſure would have to depreciate the credit 
of the country; and I own Ihave not yet heard any one ar- 
gument, that could induce me to think differently on the ſub- 
ject. The effect of a knowledge of the pecuniary diſtrefles 
of the Emperor, joined to the difficulty of a prompt ſupply 


would have produced, could not fail to bear with peculiarly 


embarraſſing weight on the courſe of exchange. Whereas 
the tranſmiſſion of the ſum of 1,200,000]. in different ſums, 
and at different periods, tended greatly to relieve the Em- 
peror, and preſerve the credit of this country from that de- 
preſſion, which the fame ſum granted at once, and in the 


form of a public loan, would have occaſioned. I need not | 
therefore enumerate the particular dates ef thoſe bflls. Our 


afſurance to Auſtria was not confined to the meeting of Par- 


| Lament, not ſubjected to the delays of ſeveral months of 


receſs, but it was given with reference to every ſituation of 
difficulty or danger in which the arms of the Emperor might 
be placed by their refiſtance to the arms of France. When 
the Auſtrian troops were retreating from their Yevere and gle- 
rious combat with the French republicans, they ſurely me- 
rited every aſſiſtance this country could afford them; but 
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when, in the career of a brilliant ſeries of the molt ſplendid S 
victories, thoſe gallant men were urged by their emulation | 
of the intrepidity of their invincible officers to acts of un- 
paralleled proweis, his Majeſty's ſervants found themſelves 
particularly called upon, moſt particularly called upon, to aid 
and promote their views, to ſoften their calamities, and to 
afford them means of ſecuring their important conqueſts, 
On the conviction of the propriety of theſe ſentiments, and 
of ſuch conduct, it was, that the King's miniſters had acted, 
Of the number of thoſe who had been guided by theſe ſen- 
timents, I, Sir, certainly was one not the leaſt active to pro- 
vide, nor, I truſt, the leaſt vigilant to manage prudently that 
pecuniary ſtimulus which, during the receſs, and at other 
periods, was given to the arms of the Empire. Our conduct, 
therefore, Sir, does not reſpect the months of October, of 1 
November, nor December in particular, but it had a clear 0 1 
and unerring relation to every criſis and circumſtance, to a 
every moment of danger. In truth the acts themſelves were 
acts performed diſtinctly in compliance with ſolemn engage- 
ments; they were acts in execution of pledges which had 
been previouſly given. Acting during the receſs from the 
conviction that theſe pledges were given by the letter and the 
conviction that theſe pledges were given by the letter and 
the ſpirit of the exiſting treaties, acting after the Parliament 
was met under the ſanction of theſe treaties, with no inten- 
tion then, and ſurcly none now, of ſetting up their own 
Judgments as the ſtandard of, or ſuperiour to the judgment 
of the Houſe of Commons, miniſters, I think, may be 
permitted to avail themſelves of the exceptions of all ſimilar 
treaties in favour of ſimilar conduct. As to the tranſaction 
itſolf, no ſeparation could fairly be made of the neceſſity 
which gave exiſtence to the meaſure, and the motives which 
influenced its adoption. Even ſuppoſing the judgment of 
Parliament could have been taken, the ftate of Germany 
was ſuch, as could not have left gentlemen one moment to 
their doubts whether or no it was proper to aſſiſt the Em- 
peror. What miniſters have done in purſuance of their 
pledge, was, however, done in a great meaſure before 1 ur- 
' Si 28 could have been aſſembled to conſider its expediency, 
Of the nature and effect of the ſervices pt rformed by the 
Far gentlemen may very readily judge. They have 
tiem din the annals of very recent periods, anals 
the moſs kant, perhaps, in the hiſtory of the world, 
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ſuch an app 
annals ſcarcely afford any, and if any, not appoſite prece- 
dents. Sir, I think I can inſtance a number of precedents 
of this kind, I can inſtance to this Houſe, Sir, and for the 
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we judge of the ſervices of Auſtria in whole, or only in 


part, I think gentlemen muſt concede to me that the ſervices 


of the laſt three months have been at leaſt ſuch as merit our 
particular approbation. On this part of the ſubject I have, 
therefore, at preſent, ſcarcely any thing more to remark. I 

beſt manner J am able, ſtated to the Houſe the 
cixcumſtance of that ſituation which rendered it impoſſible 
for Auſtria to continue her warlike operations without aſſi- 
ſtance from this country. I have likewiſe endeavoured to 
render my own conceptions of the act of ſeading money to 
an ally without the previous conſent of Parliament. In ad- 


dition to theſe, I have ſubmitted to the Houſe thoſe prin- : 


ciples, in the practical exertion of which I purſued that line 
of conduct now ſo much the ſubject of the animadverſions 
of the right honourable gentleman.  _ „ | 


With this ſpecies of defence, I might in ſome meaſure 


content myſelf : I might, I think, reſt my defence on the 
_ exigence, and riſk its ſupport to the additional aid of thoſe 


who feel its juſtice. But notwithſtanding this, I ſhould _ 


ſtill be wanting in duty to myſelf, did I not, before 1 
ſat down this night, defire the Houſe to keep in memory the 


principles I have thus ſtated, as being thoſe on which I 


acted, If I did not deſire the Houſe to compare theſe prin- _ 
ciples with my conduct. As to the queſtion of extraordi- 

naries, I have heard the idea ſuggeſted, and ſomething like 
an argument attempted to be deduced from it, that if its 

| ſpirit be adhered to, no part of a vote of credit can be 


employed to pay foreign troops. I have heard too, that of 
ication of the publick money ſo voted, our 


information of the right honourable gentleman, that votes of 


credit were appropriated by our anceſtors to the payment of 
foreign troops. In times before the revolution, but of thoſe 
times gentlemen ſeem unwilling to ſay much; in the reign, 
Sir, immediately before the revolution, this very thing had 
been done by the crown; but, Sir, in periods ſubſequent to 
the revolution, in periods not the leaſt favoured -in our 


annals, although certainly not altogether free from the ſtains 


of calumny, but eſpecially of party violence; in the reign of 


King William, during the year 1701, accompanied by cir- 
cumſtances of a ſingularly important and curious nature, 
the Parliament voted an extra ſum for the 
foreign forces. "This £ 


payment of 
im was voted not regularly as a vote 
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of credit, but it ſucceeded the granting of a vote of credit, 
and was a meaſure which, although it occaſioned ſome trifling 
o poſition, was carried unanimouſly. Such was the conduct 
ol our anceſtors at the revolution. In the reign of Queen 
Ann, a reign reprehended undoubtedly by ſome, a reign 

which had unhappily encouraged, if not occaſioned and fo- 

mented thoſe differences which rendered the Tories fo impla- 
cable againſt the Whigs; in that reign, thus chequered by the 
perſecutions, ſanguauary perſecutions, firſt of the W higs, but 
latterly, and Iwill confeſs with not lefs cruelty, began and con- 
tinued by.the Tories. Inthisreign, and in the years, 1704-5, both 

Tubſidiesandgrantshad been employed in paying foreign forces. 
Ibis too was done without the authority of Parliament. In 
1706, a tranfaction more directly characteriſtic of this, for 

which the miniſters of the preſent day are cenſured, was 
publickly avowed, and as publickly diſcuſſed, yet it ſeems 
tlie right honourable gentleman had over-looked it. This at 
leaſt ſeems to be the caſe ; or, if known, he certainly ought 
to have abandoned his affertion. There is to be met with 
in the annals of the Parliament of that day, an account of 
three different ſums, each confidered, by the oppoſition of 
that day, as violations of the conftitutton—a remittance to 
the Duke of Savoy, to the Emperor, and to Spain. A ſum 
too had been paid in the ſame manner to the Landgrave of 
Heſle, for a corps of his troops then in the pay of England. 
All theſe ſums were not voted regularly after the ſpecific 
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propoſitions, ſubmitted for that purpoſe to the Houſe, but 


were remitted to thoſe ſovereigns without the previous con- 
ſent of Parliament. Not even eftimates of the ſervices, for 
which the ſums had been paid, were laid before the Houſe 
till ſix weeks after its meeting. The ſum ſent to the Em- 
peror was peculiarly diftinguiſhed—it had been tranſmit- 
ted, not at the cloſe, not during the recefs of that ſeſſion in 
which it was firſt announced to parliament, but before the 
end of the preceding ſeſſion. Theſe proceedings did cer- 
tainly attract notice. The Houſe of Commons and the 
publick, had been addreſſed on the unconſtitutionality of the 
meaſure; then as now there had been employed every effort 
Which ingenuity could ſuggeſt; every vehicle of publick 
communication rendered a vehicle of aſperity and cenſure on 
the conduct of miniſters. It became the ſubject of a ſolemn 
diſcuſſion. A diſcuſſion, apparently not leſs vehement, than 
it was laboured and profuſe. But how, Sir, did the mini- 
ſters of that day retire from the combat? Did they retire 
over-whelmed with the virulence, and abufe, the OY 
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commander of the Auſtrian forces, 
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of the diſcerning and temperate members of that Parliament 8 
Or were thoſe their actions diſtinguiſhed by the approbation 


of the Commons of Great Britain? Sir, the miniſter of _ 


that day had the ſatisfaction to ſee the attack of his adverſa- 


ries repelled, and their expreſſions of cenfure changed to 
approbation. That miniſter, Sir, heard his conduct applau- 


ded, and the journals of this Houſe were made to bear 


record that the ſenſe of its members was, that the ſums 


advanced to the Emperor on that occaſion had been produce 
tive not only of the preſervation of the empire, but had alſo 

ſupported and maintained the intereſts of Europe: In the 
year 1718, in the beginning of the reign of George the 


firſt, an inſtance of the application of the publick money 
occurred, which, though not fo analogous as the laſt, 1 
think it right to mention it. A meſſage had been received 


rom his Majeſty, ſoliciting the aid of the Commons to make 


ſuch an augmentation of the actual forces of the country as 


| might be deemed neceſlary to place it in a reſpectable. ſtate 
of defence; and that becauſe there had been an appearance 
ot an invaſion At this time his Majeſty takes Dutch troops 


into his pay, and the money voted to raiſe and maintain, 


native troops in diſburſed for the uſe of a foreign corps. It 
is true this body of Dutch troops were landed in England, 
and their ſervices confined to it: but not even theſe affected 
much the application of the fact as a precedent. However, 
Fir, in the year 1734, a period nearer our own times, 4 
general vote of credit was granted. That vote of credit 
was applied on ſuch occaſions, and for ſnch purpoſes as 
might at any time, during its exiſtence, ariſe out of the. 
exigencies of the time. On the 18th of February of the 


ſubſequent year, a vote of credit was alſo granted, and a 


_ treaty concluded with Denmark. And, Sir, if I have not, 
totally miſconceived the paſſage of our parliamentary hiſtory 


where theſe facts are ſtated, this laſt, as well as the vote of 
credit immediately preceding it, was applied ta purpoſes in 


their nature not unlike thoſe to which neceſſity impelled the 


miniſters of the preſent day to apply the vote of 1796. 1 


might alſo refer gentlemen to another inſtance of an advance 
to foreign troops. An advance to the Duke of Arenberg, 


in the year 1742, was 
2929 3 e F * * 4 „. * . N 
noticed in debate, and cenſured in the adminiſtration of Mr. 


Pelham. A name this as dear to the friends of conſtiturional 
liberty as perhaps any he could mention ; but the enquiry | 
was avoided by moving the previous queſtion. It happened, 

however, that not long after the ſame qneſtion was made 
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the ſubject of a ſpecific diſcuſſion. It appeared that the 
advance had been made under the authority of an aſſurance 
expreſſed by Lord Carteret, and not in conſequence of any 


previous conſent of Parliament; but it appeared alſo that 


tic progreſs of the Auſtrian troops was conſiderably accele- 
rated by the influence of that aid, and their ſubſequent 
fuccefſes owing chiefly to it. 'The vote of cenſure therefore, 


which had been founded on the act of Lord Carteret, was 


amended, and the advance declared neceſſary to the ſalvation 
of the Empire. But, Sir, let us compare the criſis of 1796 


with that of 1787, when the expences incurred by our 


endeavours to protect Holland were recognized under the 


head of ſecret ſervices. This, too, was an unanimous 


recognition of the act which, had it been the offspring of 
1796, the right honourable gentleman, influenced by his 
new opinions, would, I have no doubt, marked with his 
diſapprobation ; but ſo ſtood the fact then. 1 
The right honourable gentleman avoids no opportunity to 


expreſs his diſreſpect for the memory of the laſt parliament. 
But ſurely he ought to recollect, that although he has often 
told us that the laſt Parliament completely undermined the 


conſtitution, there yet remain principles for which the right 
honourable gentleman thinks it his duty to contend, under 
the ſanction, he is yet permitted to accuſe his Majeſty's mi- 


nifſters as criminals for doing that which neceſlity provoked, 


and which precedents warrant. Undoubtedly, Sir, I think 
that whether the people of England will hereafter approve 
of the conduct of oppoſition as conſtitutional conduct, they 


will admit that it is a vigilant oppoſition. On the preſent. 


occaſion, however, much of that vigilance ſeems to me to 
have been exerted in vain. They have not, with all their 
induftry, fallen even in the way of one ' precedent, that 


might have induced ſome little relaxation of their inordinate 
zeal. They have not diſcovered that the act they have mark- 
ed with every ſpecies of obloquy, of which language is cap- 


able, is an act that has been again and again approved of. 


It is even within the admitted prineiple of ſucceſſwe parlia- 


ments. But the members who fat in the laſt Parliament 
have not forgot that, when a loan of four millions and 2 
half was propoſed to be granted to the Emperor, the inten- 
tion of granting that loan was known as early as February 
1795. A meſlage had been received from his Majelty, 


| ſtaring that a negociation was pending with the Emperor 


to maintain 200,000 men. The loan to be granted when the 
negociation {ucceeded, and when it failed, to be — 
e | e S800 
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goon after the anſwer to this meſſage was communicated to 
the throne, a motion was made for an account of 250,000. 
advanced to the Emperor in February 1795; and, again a 
| ſimilar motion was made for an account of 300,000. alſo 
advanced to the Emperor in the month of May following. 
With reſpect to theſe ſums, it was agreed by the Houſe be- 
fore the loan was debated, that they might be afterwards 
made good out of the loan. This, Sir, I have ſtated to 
| ſhew that members who ſat in the laſt Parliament cannot be 
altogether ignorant of the principles of the conſtitution. 
After the negociatian was concluded, the loan was debated; 
the Houſe was divided, but no objection was made to theſe 
advances. On the ſubject of the Prince of Conde's army 
being ſupplied with money by this country, I can only ſay, 
that whatever ſums that army has. as yet received have been 
paid, on account of ſervices rendered, as forming a part of 
the Auſtrian forces. The circumſtance of a part of the 
1, 200, oool. ſtated as being ſent to the Emperor, being af- 
terwards received in this country in part payment of the 
intereſt due on the ſecond Auſtrian loan, is alfo eafily ac- 
counted for, theſe payments, on account of being in their 
nature the ſame, as if the Emperor, inſtead of being ſo ac- 
commodating to himſelf as to pay the money, by his agent, 
on the ſpot, had ordered it to be ſent to Vienna, and tranſ- 
- mitted it by the ſame poſt to this court. 33 | 


s ” * . 


Having ſtated all the precedents that he thought it neceſ- 

fary to adduce, and argued with equal force and perſpicuity | 
on the immediate analogy and cloſe application of ſeveral 
of them, the Chancellor of the Exchequer concluded his 
ſpeech to the following effect : „If ſuch be the caſe I aſk on 
what principle of juſtice a criminal charge can now be 
brought againſt me for merely having followed the. uniform 
tenor of precedent, and the eſtabliſhed line of practice? By 
what interpretation of a candid and liberal mind can I be 

_ judged guilty of an attempt, want only to yiolate the conſti- 

| tution ? I appeal to the right honourable gentleman himſelf, 

Who is not the laſt to contend for the delicacy whieh ought _ 
to be uſed in imputing criminal motives to any individual, 

and to urge in the ſtrongeſt terms the attention, which 

| ought to be ſhewn to the candid and impartial adminiſtration 
of juſtice. In what country do we live? And by what 

Principles are we to be tried? By the maxims of natural 
Juſtice and conſtitutional law, or by what new code of ſome 


revolutionary tribunal ? Not longer than a year and a half 


ſince the ſame principle was adopted, and ſuffered to paſ 
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without any animadverſion; and now, at a criſis of ten- fold 
importance, and where the meaſure has not out-run the 
exerciſe of a ſound diferetion, it is made the foundation of 
a criminal charge. We are accuſed with a direct and wan- 
ton attack upon the conſtitution. It is not ſuppoſed that we 
have been actuated by any but the blackeſt and moſt malig- 
nant motives. We are not allowed the credit of having felt 
any zeal for the intereſt of the country, nor of thoſe advan- 
tages which the meaſure has produced to the common cauſe; 
F have now weighed the whole merits of the tranfaQtion 
before the Houſe, and with them J am well content to leave 
the decifion, While we claim a fair conſtruction on the 
principles and intentions which have guſded my conduct, if 
R {ſhall appear that it has in the ſmalleft inſtance deviated 
from any, conſtitutional principle, we muſt ſubmit to the 
conſequente, whatever be the cenſure or the puniſhment. 
It is our duty, according to the beſt of our judgement, to 
conſult for the intereſt of the country; it is your ſacred and 
pecultar truſt to preferve inviolate the principles of the con- 
ſtitution. I throw myſelf upon your juſtice, prepared in 
every caſe to fubmit to your decifion ; but with conſiderable 
confidence, that I ſhall experience your approbation. If 1 
ſhould be diſappointed, I will not ſay that the diſappointment 
will not be heavy, and the mortification ſevere ; at any rate 
however it will to me be matter of conſolation, that I have 
not, from any apprehenſion of perſonal conſequences, neg- 
lected to purſue that line of conduct which I conceive to 
be effential to the intereſts of the country and of Europe. 
But while I bow with the moſt perfect fabmiſhon to the 
determination of the Honſe, I cannot but remark on the 
extraordinary language which has been nfed on this queſtion. 4 
Miniſters have been broadly accuſed with a wanton and 2 3 
malignant defire to violate the conſtitution: It has been 
ſtated that no other motive could poſſibly have actuated their 
conduct. If a charge of ſuch malignant intention had been 
brought againſt men, who have affirmed the prefent war to CO 
be ncitker juſt nor neceſſary, and who on that ground can- S | 
not be fuppoſed friendly to its fucceſs ; who have extolled, | 
nay, even exulted in the prodigies of French valour; who 
have gloried in the ſucceſſes of the foes of civil liberty, the, 
hoſtile diſturbers of the peace of Europe, men who blaſphe- 
moully denied the, exiſtence of the Deity, and who had 
rejected ard trampled on every gw, moral and divine z Who 
have exclainied againſt the, injuſtice of bringing to triar 
perſons who had atlociatcd to. avcrawe the legiſlature 3 wo 


88 
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„led or publickly known 
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who gravely and vehemently aſſerted, that it was a queſtion 
of prudence, rather thari a queſtion of morality, whether 
an act of the legiſlature ſhould be reſiſted; thoſe who were 
anxious to expoſe and aggravate every defect of the conſtitu- 
tion ; to reprobate every meaſure adopted for its preſcrvatior, 


and to obſtruct every proceeding of the executive government 


to enſure the ſucceſs of the conteſt in which we are engaged 


in common with our allies; I ſay, if ſuch a charge of deli- 


berate and deep-rooted malignity were brought againſt 


_ perſons of this deſeription, I ſhould conceive that even then 


the rules of candid and charitable interpretation would in- 


5 22 to heſitate in admitting its reality, much more When 
It is brought againſt individuals, whoſe conduct, I truſt, has 


exhibited the reverſe of the picture I have drawn. I appeal 
to the juſtice of the Houſe ; I rely on their candour ; but, to 
gentlemen who can ſuppoſe miniſters capable of thoſe motives 


which have been imputed to them on this occaſion, it muſt 
be evident that I can defire to make no ſuch appeal.“ 


Mr. Bragge foRowed the miniſter in order, and in a great - 


degree alſo in argument, having dwelt for a conſiderable 
time, and enlarged on the topics urged in the foregoing 
Speech. With regard to the confidence which was placed in 
the miniſters of the crown, and ſo much and ſo frequently 
_ declaimed againſt in that Houſe, it was right he faid to 

diſtinguiſh between it and that fort of individual confidence, 


to which ſome of the animadverſions may, on many occaſions, 


more juſtly apply. The confidence repoſed in the executive 
ſervants of government, was, of a publick and conſtitutional 
nature, to be exerciſed for the benefit of the publick, and for 
the uſe or abuſe of which, they were reſponſible to that 
houſe. This confidence, was far from being unknown in 
the general adminiſtration of government, for ſurely mini- 
ſters might with as good, if not much better reaſon be truſted 
with the diſpoſal of this vote of credit, ſubject afterwards to 


the reviſion and approbation of Parliament, than the ſecret 


ſervice money, of the appropriation of which no account 
Whatever could be demanded of them. Parliament, in 
patling that vote was ſenſible that the publick ſervice would 
de liable to exigencies which could not at that moment be 
foreſeen, and the money was made generally applicable to 


any Sn ge which might ariſe. The ſituation of our 
principal and truly faithful ally 3 that exigency; the 


| Nate of publick credit required that the mode in which 


affiſtance was conveyed to him ſhould not be generally canvaſ- 


„and thofe combined circumſtances 
3 * 2 brought 
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brought on the neceſſity which fully juſtified the miniſter in 
the meaſures he had ſo ſuccessfully, and in his mind, meri= 
toriouſly adopted. This neceſſity however was ſtigmatized 
by the opponents of the miniſter as the tyrant's plea, whereas 
tyrants in fact ſeldom condeſcend to uſe any plea at all. The 


miniſters of a free people, entruſted with adminiſterin 


their affairs to the beſt advantage and to the height of their 
abilities, were entitled to urge ſuch a plea, conſcious, before 


they acted upon it, that they were ſubject to be called after- 
wards to account for their conduct whatever it might be.. 
So placed, and being neceſſarily inveſted with a conſiderable 


portion of diſcretion, it was their buſineſs to look more to 
the /pirit, than the letter of their powers: for many things 
wauld require, in the progreſs of events to be acted upon 
more liberally than may perhaps be warranted by a rigour- 


ous conſtruction of the letter of any publick inſtructions, 


to which diſcretion was annexed. It was beſides to his com- 
prehenfion abſurd, and inconſiſtent to make that matter of 
criminal charge in 1796, which in 1705 was paſſed over 
as an expedient and conſtitutional meaſure, 
Upon the whole his opinion was, that the conduct of the 
miniſter ſo far from meriting cenſure was highly deſerving of 
the gratitude of the nation; but at the ſame, time he was 
deſirous that ſuch a proceeding, dictated by neceſlity, ſhould 


not be drawn into precedent in future, notwithſtanding the 

| auſpicious conſequences with which it was now attended. 

He concluded with moving an amendment, viz. to leave 
rut from the firſt word Hat, and to infert _ | 


The meaſure of advancing the ſeveral ſums of money, which appear from the 
accounts preſented to the Houſe in this ſeſſion of Parliament, to have, been 
iſſued for the ſervice of the Emperor, though not to be drawn into precedent but 
upon occaſions of ſpecial neceſſity, was, under the peculiar circumſtances of the 


caſe, a juſtifiable and proper exerciſe of the diſcretion veſted in his Majeſty's 


miniſters by the vote of credit, and calculated to produce confequences, which 
have proved highly advantageous to the common cauſe, and to the- general 


intereſts of Europe. 


Mr. Thornton faid, an honourable gentleman had alluded 
to the tranſaction of the Bank. The Directors of the Bank, 
upon a view of the exiſting circumſtances, ſtated, that a 


loan to the Emperor at that period, referred to by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, would be attended with unpleaſant 


circumſtances. Large payments had been made tothe army, 

and they thought it their duty to ſtate their opinion, that until 
the country had retrieved itſelf, they were unanimouſly of 
. 25 * i ware 2 | opunon. 
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opinion that the loan to the Emperor could not be advanced. 
Upon the lafl loan of eighteen millions, he had the evidence 
of Mr. Morgan in ſtating, there was no conſideration for 
the Imperial loan. In regard to the ſtatement of the hon- 
ourable gentleman (Mr. Alderman Combe), reſpecting dif- 
counts, he could controvert what he had ſtated, for the laſt 
year the Bank diſcounted very largely; with regard to the 
preſent” queſtion, he at firſt felt ſome difficulty, whether a 
bill of indemnity would: not be proper, but he was now 
- convinced that the meaſure ſtood not in need of juſtifica- 
tion. nah wh ig. | 
Alderman Combe explained, _ . 
Mr. Alderman Lufbington declared, that he ſhouldnot have 
riſen, but circumſtances called upon him for a few remarks. 
It was true there had been a meeting of his conſtituents, as 
| was ſtated by his colleague, and a large majority of that 
common hall had reſolved to give their inſtructions to ſup- 
port a motion for cenſuring the miniſters ; but he declared, 
that he felt the ſame congratulation with his honourable. 
colleague, It was, however, for acting differently, for he 
could never conſent to receive inſtructions to pronounce a 
verdict, in a criminal caſe, before he had heard the defence. 
It was faid that the conſtitution had been violated ; the pa- 
pers on the table would prove the contrary. That money 
Was advanced was admitted; but revert to the vote of cre- 
dit for a juſtification. Conſidering the terms upon which 
that ſum of 2,500,000l. was granted to his Majeſty for the 
exigency of the country, he was clearly of opinion that it 
had been ſo applied. Look at the connection between Great 
Britain and his Imperial Majeſty ; there was a unity of con- 
nection and intereſts ſo blended, that whatever affected the 
one, had an equal influence upon the other : the one could 
not feel diſtreſs without the other ſuffering a ſhare. He 
would refer to the feelings of the Houſe, and alſo to the 
country at large, what were their ſenſations at the rapid 
progreſs of the French arms, when that circumſtance was 
viewed, and the ſum balanced againſt it; the one, compared 
with the effect it produced, was trifling, and infgnificant 
indeed. It was truly trifling when compared with the 
magnitude of the war: A war not of conqueſt, not begun 
for the acquiſition of territory, or the hope of plunder, but 
carried on for the independence of Britain, the ſecurity of 
our conſtitution, and the protection of the property of every 
individual. He thought that no man could for a moment 
heſitate the contribution of a ſmall part of his income, 
FFF TTT 
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Reſpecting the exportation of the ſpecie, he admitted that 
it had certain conſequences which for a time were diſagree- 
able; it aroſe, however, from the country not rightly con- 
ſidering their ſituation. The maſs of property had increaſed 
in a great proportion, and the circulating medium ought to 
increaſe in an equal ratio; but it was not in its juſt propor- 
tion, and withdrawing any part was a cauſe of temporary 
embarraſſment. In times of difficulty he thought the hands 
of government ought to be ſtrengthened, and in this inſtance 
he was firſt inclined to think a bill of indemnity would be 
proper, but he had ſince heard enough to convince him that 
it was not neceflary. _ | %%% 
Mr. Alderman Curtis ſaid he had that day been at the com- 
mon hall, where, upon a ſhew of hands, a majority appeared 
in favour of the reſolution to cenſure the miniſter before 
Hand. He told his conſtituents that he could not under ſuch 
circumſtances promiſe to abide by their inſtructions; but 
would attentively conſider all that ſhould be advanced on both 
ſides, and act as his conſcience ſhould direct. wy 
Mr. Alderman Anderſon, (whoſe name was now loudly 
called for), ſpoke from the gallery; he ſaid he had on that 
day again the misfortune to differ in opinion with his conſti- 
tuents at the common hall, where there were no more than 
about goo aſſembled. After an honourable gentleman under 
'the gallery (Mr. W. Smith) had made a flaming ſpeech, 
he told them he would not have his opinion biaſſed on any 
occaſion. He was then happy to ſay, that from what he 
Juſt heard, he would give his hearty GR to the amend- 
ment. . . „ 5 
Mr. Nicholls animadverted on the impropriety of ſending 
money in the manner it had been done to the Imperial court. 
He made ſomeJudicious obſervations on the ſcarcity of the 
gold coin, as it appeared by a paper on the table; but he 
could not accede to the propoſition of the right honourable. 
gentleman (Mr. Fox) on that fide of the Houſe. He thought 
it improper to be urged during the pending negociation, 
as it might alienate the Emperor ſrom the common cauſe, 
by making it appear that the Britiſh Parliament had cenſured 
the miniſter for giving him aid. Though he could not agree 
to the original propoſition, he thought the conſtitution 
fhould be protected and declared on this pbint. No mini- 
ſter ſhould have power to ſend money out of the country, 
without the previous conſent of Parliament, This imports 
ant fact ſhould be ſettled, but by what means he was not 
prepared to ſay. Perhaps a bill of indemnity, unte 175 
1 f 5 - zarſhly 
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harſhly in miniſter's ears. A declaratory law, or any thing 
more palatable, might be paſſed, He wiſhed Mr. Fox 


would withdraw his motion, and yet he owned, it wasneceflary | 


that ſome proceeding ſhould take place to prevent the eſtab» 
liſhment of bad precedents. . 1 
Colonel Wood ſpoke, for a fhort time. 


grounds; but from what he had ſince heard from the Chancel- 


lor of the Exchequer, and the precedents that were quoted, he 


was convinced that the tranſaction that was made the ground 


of a charge againſt him, had been the eſtabliſhed practice of 
government ever ſince the revolution. He then made ſome. 
_ obſervations upon the common hall of London, and ridi- 
culed the idea of the perfons who aſſembled there attempting 
to inſtruct the City Members. There was one honourable 
member there (Alderman Combe) who needed not ſuch in- 


ſtructions, for he would ſupport any meaſure hoſtile to mi- 


niſters. He was himſelf a member for a great trading town, 
and in the vote he ſhould give that night, Colonel Gaſcaigne 

| he ſhould fully comply with the wiſhes of his conſtituents. 
Mer. Sheridan ſaid, © after the manner in which this ſubject 
Has been debated to-night, I feel it impoſſihle to give a filen& - 
vote. To the honourable gentleman behind me (Colonel 

_ Gaſcoigne), I readily yielded the precedence, and felt the 
indulgence uſually given to a new ſpeaker, and I carefully 


abſtained from giving any interruption which might add 


embarraſſment to the diſfidence natural upon ſuch an oc. 


ſion. I muſt confeſs, - however, that the ſpeech of that 


honourable gentleman was not a little ſingular. He had 
repoſed with the utmoſt confidence upon the truth of my ; 


honourable friend's affertion, that the conduct of miniſters 


in the matter before the Houſe was neither conſiſtent with 
the principles of the conſtitution, nor ſupported by precedents - 


of Parliament. Imprefſed with this belief, he had come 


down to the Houſe determined to commit the abſurdity 
Which he had reprobated ſo much in the conduct of the 
common hall of the city of London, for, he ſays, that he 
came down reſolved upon the belief he had taken up upon 
his authority to vote in favour of the propoſition of my 


Honourable friend. Though, upon the ſtatement of m 


honourable friend he aſſumed that the conduct of miniſters 


Colonel Gaſcoigue ſaid he had come down to the Houſe 
that day with a determined reſolution to vote in fayour of 
the motion for cenſuring mmniſters, which he thought would 
not have been brought forward except on full and ſufficient 
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was defended by no precedent, ſince he has heard the artful 
Tepretentation and the eloquent ſpeech of the right honour- 
able gentleman, for dextrous in point of management and 
eloquent in point of manner, it muſt be admitted to have 
been, the honourable gentleman has diſcovered that the 
ſending of money to the Emperor without the conſent of 
Parliament 18 a practice not only juſtified by example, but 
interwoven with the very ſpirit of the conſtitution | It is 

indeed extraordinary that a member of, Parliament, whoſe 
duty it is to have ſome knowledge of the principles of the con- 
ſtitution and the privileges of Parliament, / ſhould confeſs that 
he only knew the practice to be conſtitutional upon the aſſer- 
tion that it is unprecedented, and that again he ſhould ſo ſi uddenly 
take it for granted that it is right, without waiting for any 
reply to what he has heard in its defence. The honourable 
gentleman too, in a tone which in an older ſpeaker would 
be conſidered as harſh, cenſures the conduct of my honour- 
able friend (Mr. Combe), for acting agreeable to the inſtruc- 

tions of his conſtituents, and he thinks he would be read 
to ſupport any propoſition that came from the ſame quarter. 
But while he thus blames my honourable friend with no ſmall 
degree of aſperity, and without much appearance of difh- 
dence, he ſays with triumph, « I too come here and ſpeak 
« the ſenſe of my conſtituents as well as my own opinion.” 
When he came down, however, perfectly determined to 
ſupport the propoſition of my honourable friend, how is he 
now ſo well acquainted with the ſentiments of his conſtitu- 
_ents? By what means did he contrive to turn fo ſoon the 
ſentiments. of his conſtituents to tally with his change of 
opinion, and by what new conſtitutional telegraph has he 
contrived to procure ſuch rapid information? In truth, Sir, 

I wiſh the honourable member joy of his converſion, and the 

mier joy of ha comet OE oh ot 8 
But, to proceed to the real queſtion, which is the ſubject 
of conſideration ; before any new propoſitions are offered, 
fince there are already before the Houſe motions fo very 
different from each other as muſt neceſſarily embrace every 
variety of opinion. One honourable gentleman' (Mr. Bragge) 
who moved the amendment, is determined to turn every ex- 
ses of cenſure into a teſtimony of approbation. The 
onourable gentleman behind me (Mr. Nicholls) does not ap- 
prove of the meaſures of miniſters upon this occaſion z but 
he does not wiſh to ſhock the ears of the right honourable | 

gentleman, who is ſo little pleaſed to hear his faults diſplay- 

ed and to ſeg his errors recorded, with any bill of indemnit7 
| 5 | or 
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or any implication of cenſure. He wiſhes to have a bill, en- 
acting that a ſimilar application of the vote of credit ſhall 
not in future be made. To this laſt propoſal, I conſeſs, I- 
leaſt of all can agree. I conſider it a libel upon the conſtt- 
tution, a libel upon our anceſtors, to ſay that it requires the 
proviſion of new acts of parliament to declare, that the 


money which the Houſe of Commons voted for the purpoſe 
of defraying the unforeſeen charges, and anſwering a par- 


ticular ſpecies of expenditure, ſhould not be applied to_pur- 
poſes for which it obviouſly was not intended. The great 
argument which has converted ſo many gentlemen, and has 


had ſo great weight with the worthy magiſtrates (who doubt- 


leſs felt a Juſt reluctance to condemn unheard ; eſpecially a 
miniſter to whom they owed ſo many jobs, this, their grati- 
tude would not permit), the great argument which has pro- 
duced ſuch diſtinguiſhed converſions, and ſuch remarkable 


effects, is this, that the meaſure at firſt deemed ſo repre- 


henſible is juſtihed by precedent. It is however not a little 
extraordinary that while precedent ſo powerfully operates 
conviction, while it ſo totally changes the complexion of the 
meaſure, it is not to be permitted to paſs as an additional cor- 
roboration of the practice, nor as an example for future 
imitation. With all thefe precedents to which they refer, 
and which they ſo readily admit, they do not venture to add 
the preſent. It is not to be drawn into precedent. In re- 


ality while they admit the caſes which have been urged in 


juſtification, they ſay that the preſent inſtance is ſo ſuperla- 


tively wicked, ſo ſcandalous, ſo dangerous, ſo fatal in its 
operation, that it muſt not be eſtabliſhed. It is a ſtretch 
beyond all former example, which it is not proper to repeat; 


it is a rare and ſingular inſtance which future parliaments 


are not to ſanction, nor future miniſters practice. 


Wiith regard to the ſenſe of the people collected at com- 
mon halls, which has been treated ſo ſuperciliouſly, I would 


alk when a meeting is regularly convened for a ſpecific pur- 


pole, and their ſentiments are properly expreſſed, why they 

ſhould not be entitled to reſpect? The affertions of the 

worthy Alderman (Curtis) that the common hall in the city 
of London was not regularly conducted, is an unfair reflec- 


tion upon the preſent chief magiſtrate, who, had he been a 


member of the Houſe, would have very emphatically an- 


ſwered. But if the complaint of the worthy Alderman 


proves any thing, it proves that in the city of London ſuch 
was the general diſapprobation which the conduct of mini- 
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ſters has excited, that the reſult of the meeting was obvious 


that he might have heard it from the firſt perſon he met in 


the ſtreet. I don't know, indeed, by whom the information 


of the probable reſult was given to the worthy Alderman, 


whether by his correſpondent, Mr. Mazzinghi, or the com- 


muntcative hair-dreſſer. As to the irregularity in the callin 


of the meeting, I am informed that the perſon aliuded to, 


whether properly or improperly, but certainly confiſtentl; 
with cuſtom, had not indeed ſigned the requiſition himſelf, 


but gave authority for that purpoſe. But to return to the 


real point before the Houſe: I cannot help regarding it as 


a curious circumſtance that fo many gentlemen appear to 


have come down pre-determined to ſupport the opinion they 


had originally adopted. The honourable gentleman (Mr. 


Bragge) ſeems to have had his mind previouſly made up, and 
his propoſition previouſly arranged. He does not ſeem to 
| have been aware that a great part of the ſums ſent abroad 
were to the army of Conde, to which his motion does not at 


all refer. The amendment is wholly filent upon this part of 


the motion of my honourable friend. What is this but an 


implied cenfure upca the tranſaction fo far as it relates to 
_ the prince of Conde? If it reſcues that part which concerns 


the Emperor from cenfure, it leaves the other to ſtand upon 


the Journals with the brand which is implied from its being 


paſſed over without notice, while the other is held up to 


tleman to be a juſtifiable uſe of this vote of credit, though 
in reality, part of the money, while, at all events, it was de- 
frayed from a fund on which, in no view, it ought to have 


been changed, was partly contained in the army extraordi- 
naries, to which the defence does not apply. The point 


indeed. is of the utmoſt importance, and the deciſion which 
the Houſe ſhall pronounce upon its merit, is of equal conſe- 
quence to maintain the dignity of its privileges and the re- 
ſpect of the conſtitution. My honourable friend in employ- 
ing that copiouſneſs of argument and that power of elo- 


quence which belongs to him, felt the neceſſity of diſplaying 
every conſideration that could induce the Honſe, in circungy =» 


ances like the preſent, to agree to any vote of cenſure. 
He entered into a detail, which not the fubject, but the diſ- 
poſitions of the Houſe, demanded. Nor is it wonderful that 
the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) ſwerved ſo fre- 
quently ſrom the point of the queſtion, and endeavoured te 
Rx the attention of the Houſe upon matters that tended 
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approbation. This is likewiſe ſtated by the honourable gen- 


to 
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to miſlead their judgment. With deference, however, ta 
the example of my honourable friend, I cannot help think- 
ing that the real queſtion lies within a narrow compals, 
It is the particular pride and the unrivalled glory of the 


Britiſh conſtitution that its characters are ſo clear, fo pre- 
ciſe, ſo intelligible, that it is impoſſible to tranſgreſs its 
ſpirit, and to violate its principles without the crime being 
eafily detected and the guilt eafily judged. If there be any 
point upon which all deciamation, all ſophiſtry, all ſoar: 


ing flights, all heroic profeſſions of patriotiſm or difintereſted- 


nels, all freaks of imagination, calculated to dazzle or ta 
amuſe, are completely loſt, it is upon a queſtion like this. 


The propoſition which my honourable friend has moved 


confiſts of two parts, perfectly diſtinct. That part which 


we bring forward as a charge, we are bound to prove; but 
when we have eſtabliſhed the principles of the conſtitution, 
and alledged the facts by which they are violated, the onus 
lies upon the honourable gentleman to ſhew that the ſtate- 
ment is fallacious, or to produce the circymſtances of pallia- 
tion by which the tranſgration is to be excuſed. In this 
view, therefore, we have to prove that certain ſums are deſ- 
tined and appropriated to particular ſervices; we have to 
examine and to decide. Here I will not examine whether 
the power of granting ſupplies and controuling their applica- 
tion be as ancient as the government itſelf, and coeval 
with the exiſtence of the conſtitution. It is ſufficient 
that I refer to the beſt times in which its principles were 
eſtabliſhed, and in which they were defended, by the ſtrug- 
gles of the people for freedom. This ſalutary ie 
from the abuſes of government, from the miſconduct of mi- 
niſters, from tyranny, from corruption. The reign of 
Charles the Second is a ſufficient authority for the appeal to 
hiſtory. At the revolution it was ſoletynly recognifed and fince 
that period it has been interwoven with our parliamentary 


ufage. In this review I cannot but wonder at the ſtreſs whi 
Has been laid upon the precedents which have been quoted. It 


is arguing from the exception againſt the rule; it is erecting 
the deviation into the guide. But even theſe precedents, 
upon which ſo much has been reſted, neither apply to the 


preſent caſe nor juſtify the particular meaſure. The firſt is, 


that in 1706, of the advance to the Duke of Savoy, to 
the amount of 47,000]. If gentlemen, however, will take 


the trouble to look into the Journals they will find that 
this ſum was granted during the receſs of parliament ; that 
not only was the ally of 77 country placed in perilous cire 


& 
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liament which we have deemed ſo hoſtile to the liberties of 
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cumſtances, but that Turin was actually in a ſtate of beſiege. 
A demand was made for 50,000l. and the letter which Mr. 
Secretary Harley ſent in anſwer to the Ambaſſador of Savoy, 
will at once explain the principles of the conftitution and the 


inapplicability of the precedent. The letter ſtates, that it 


is not practicable according to the cuſtom of the conſtitution 
while parliament is not ſitting, to comply with the requeſt; 


yet, in the preſſing circumſtances of the caſe, her Majeſty 
was willing to grant a certain ſum to be deducted out of the 


ſubſidy that was paid to the Duke of Savoy. Will it then 


be ſaid, that in circumſtances like theſe, when there was a 
certainty that the money was employed in a manner to which 


parhament had confented, when it was to be deducted from 
a ſubſidy that had regularly been granted, will it be ſaid that 


either in the extent or in the principle, either in the circum- 


ſtances or in its conduct, the meaſure could be juſtified by 
an appeal to the authority of this precedent. In 1792, the 


engagement which miniſters had then contracted took place, 
when parliament was not fitting, though a ſeſſion intervened 


before it was communicated to the Houſe. But it did not 


paſs withoùt obſervation. A motion was made that it was 


dangerous, and the neceſſity of the circumſtance was ſtat- 
ed in the reſolution which the Houſe adopted. In truth the 


neceſſity of the meaſure is the only plea by which it can 
be &:fended. It is this on which we differ, I will even con- 
ſent to ſtake the whole caſe upon that fingle point, and I wil! 


admit this as the ground of the juſtification of miniſters, if 


it can be made out. The third precedent is equally inappli- 
cable to the point. The aſtiſtance which miniſters gave to 


Holland in 1787, was given when parliament was not ſitting. 
This affiſtance, for which parliament expreſſed their ap- 
probation of miniſters, however, was then given from the 
moſt ſuſpicious fund, that of ſecret ſervice money, which 


completely removed every enquiry and every argument which 


the caſe might have ſuggeſted, as upon Mr. Burke's Bill 


the oath of a Secretary of State that the money iſſued was 
for ſecret ſervices, effectually ſecured the miniſter from all 


reſponſibility, and precluded all inveſtigation. Such then : 


are the precedents by which ſo much effect is produced, by 


- which the jealouſy of the privileges of the Houſe is to be ſu- 


perſeded, on the credit of which every atonement for our 


" violated laws and conſtitution is to be given up. The ho- 


nourable gentleman ſays, that any farther precedent during 
times which we conſider as the worſt of times, during a par- 


the 
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the country, and under a miniſter we hold fo dangerous to 
its intereſts, would be received with little reſpect. It is true 
that the times of the laſt parliament, and the adminiſtration _ 
of the honourable gentleman, I do not hold in the higheſt | 
vencration. It is true that I do not think that parhament a 
C ã =P nun neg nn ng 8 
What however muſt have been the opinion of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman himſelf of that parliament, when out of 
the alarmiſts who have ſeceded from our ranks, he has ſent 
fo many to ſhelter themſelves from danger upon the higher 
ground, and to hide their heads in coronets from the ſtorm 
which they affected to dread? Surely if the right honour- 
able gentleman entertains ſo high opinion of that parliament, 
he would not thus ſo anxiouſly have removed ſo many of thoſe 
who compoſed the part which merited the diſtinction with - 
which he thought proper to honour it. The right honour- 
able gentleman wonders that after having allowed this ſub- 
ject to paſs over upon the firſt day on which it was opened, 
we ſhould now ſo keenly make it the object of inveſtigation. 
He ſeems to conceive us to be bound by the ſame rules 
which limit the country in the proſecution of a thief, where, 


unleſs the hue and cry be raiſed, the benefit of proſecution _ ; 


is taken away. We have been called, irronically I ſuppoſe, 
a vigilant oppoſition, and God knows there is no reaſon to 
remind us that it is ſmall. But I am ready to put in for my 
ſhare of blame for want of vigilance, when the circumſtance 
which is now erected into a precedent took place upon the 
communication of the intended loan to the Emperor, by the 
Kings meſſage, in the year 1795. But even any negligence 
which might have been diſplayed upon that occaſion is by ne 
means of ſuch a magnitude as our acquieſcing in the preſent 
meaſure would ſuppoſe. The ſituations were very different. 
Then there was a certainty that the advances to the Emperor 
would be repaid, becauſe they were to be deducted from 
the loan which was to be granted, In the preſent caſe the 
_ circumſtances are very different. The concealment which 
has taken place effectually precludes the Houſe from reme- 
dying any negligence that had beev committed, or repair- 
any miſchief that has been produced. I his leaſt of all can 
be of any authority to the honourable gentleman, and I defy 
any man to ſay that they will bear him out in the concluſion 
which he is deſirous to eſtabliſh .. 
The honourable gentleman ſays, that he*has taken larger 
votes of credit in proportion to the general expence of the 
war than any former miniſter; but if he applics the funds 
ee „ 
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which are deſtined for other objects towards expences for 
which he ought particularly to have provided, of what im- 
Portance is it, though it were true, that there are fewer ex- 
traordinaries? We only aſk, that he will not delude the 
country, that he will not apply grants for proſpective ſer- 
vices to thofe which already have been incurred. If it was 
not to conceal entirely what it was in his contemplation to 
do, why was it unfit that the Houſe ſhould be acquainted 
with the intention to take the Prince of Conde's corps inta 
our pay. He had accepted Bills before the vote of credit 
Was granted, and had even begun to pay them. The Houle 
of Commons was deceived by a falfe account, which ſtated 
that 300,000]. had been iſſued to the paymaſter of the forces, 
while in reality it had been ſent to pay the French troops we 
had taken into our ſervice. If, wherever the words « vote 
of credit” occurred, according to the real intention of that 
ſum, the Houſe ſhould ſubſtitute proviſion for unforeſeen 
expences, the abſurdity of applying it to ſervices already 
incurred would be completely detected. What appearance 
would it have to combine this apparent inconſiſtency with 
the abſurdity of the argument of the honourable gentleman ? 
The honourable gentleman ſays, that it would not have been 
equally effectual to have tried the experiment of a loan, and 
that this mode' has ſucceeded. Here he enters into a high- 
founding deſcription of the ſplendid achievements of the 
Auitrians ; extols their triumphs in a tone of as high exul- 
tation as if he were recording his own exploits, and praiſes 
their maſterly retreat, which I am ſure was not conducted 
with greater dexterity than that of the honourable gentle» 
man to-day. All this brilliant declamation is very fine, but 
* it is nothing to the purpoſe. If the Auſtrians have achieved 
j all this ſucceſs, might not the ſame advantages have reſulted 
from a more conſtitutional application of the aſſiſtance. I 
am ready to give the honourable gentleman credit for the 
truth which he may occaſionally communicate to the Houle, 
and I believe he ſpeaks correctly when he tells us that laſt 
year, by the meaſures he adopted, he gave one chance for 
the ſafety of Europe. The real matter of congratulation then 
was, that the French, in their victorious career, had not 
carried all Germany; and the triumph of the honourable 
gentleman concludes his panegyric with a quotation which 
Has no great application to the relative ſituation of our alles 
at the preſent moment. The honourahle gentleman ſays, 
could parliament have judged of the propriety of the mea« 
ture? I auſwer, yes; and might have judged too 1 the 
| Ar 8 ame 
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ſame grounds upon which miniſters formed their judgment. 
"The argument, that it was dangerous to make the meaſure 
public becauſe it might have appeared inadequate, is appli- 
cable to every vote of ſubſidy, to every vote of ſupply, to 
every meaſure of preparation, to the votes for the army and 
navy, and to every department of the government. If it 
might be attended with a flight degree of diſadvantage to. 
- publiſh that information to the enemy, it was more than 
compenſated by fairnefs, by ſtraight-forwardneſs, and by 
manlineſs of conduct. Indeed the principle on which this 
meaſure was defended, appears more dangerous than even 
any application of it can be thought impolitic. It claims 
to miniſters a right to judge of the extent as well as the 
mode of public expenditure. It is erecting the miniſter into 
an abſolute dictator. It is more than mortal arrogance. 
It is a pretenſion beyond humanity to claim. It is arrogat- 
ing the attributes of the deity, the power of omniſcience 
and. infallibility, the power of refuſing the deſires and diſ— 
: _ _ appointing the wiſhes of thoſe over whom they rule. Joined 
T1 with the other part of the conduct of miniſters, it indeed 
þ forms the ſubject of ſerious alarm. If they claim the right 
of landing foreign troops without conſent of parliament, 
and of paying them by this delicate proceſs, without apꝑli- 
cation to this Houſe, where is the ſecurity left for our liber-- 
ties and for our conſtitution?ʒ̃ s 25 5 
Mir. Sheridan concluded with obſerving, that there was 
only one other point which he fhould notice, and that was 
the argumentum ad hominem which the honourable gentleman 
uſed againſt his honourable friend, But with what ill-grace 
did this come from him, whoſe whole miniſterial condu& - 
had been one continual attack upon the liberties of his - 
country. Were it poſſible that his venerable and illuſtrious 
father could look down upon the three laſt years of his hiſ- 
tory, to ſee him ſit to applaud his confidential friends in 
reviling the ſacred inſtitution of juries, and that one of the 
moſt illuſtrious penfioners of the crown had not even been 
rebuked for ſaying that Courts of Juſtice were become no- 
. more than ſchoots for ſedition, to fee him covering the 
whole face of the country with Barracks and Baſtiles, | 
without even ſubmitting it as a queſtion to parliament, to . 
ſee: the whole country put under military government, and 1 
the people placed under the ſubjection of the bayoneet, 
while, as if this were not ſufficient, their mouths were ſhut M 
up, and themſelves prevented from meeting to conſult o 9 
their grievances, and proceeding in his climax af conſtitu- 
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tional violence, wreſting from them, one after another, all 


their rights, came at laſt to take out of the hands of the 
repreſentatives the guardian diſpoſal of their money ? When 
he recollected the means by which that right honourable 
gentleman came into power, the arts by which he had re- 
tained it, the contempt with which he had treated the Houſe 
of Commons, and the diſregard of its declared opinion 
which he had ſhewn, how can it be thought that he will 


reſign himſelf to its judgment with that ſubmiſſion which 


the concluſion of his ſpeech beſpoke? No credit can be 
given to that idle rhodomantade, that unmeaning cant of 
reſignation. Of all the miniſters that ever governed the 
affairs of this country, the right honourable gentleman was 
the man who had employed in his adminiſtration the worſt 
of means, and entailed upon his country the greateſt of 
evils. If two motives could he aſſigned for his condnct; 


if it could be ſaid on the one hand that he could be guided 


by views of power and ſentiments of ambition, or by feel- 


ings of patriotiſm and virtue, he ſhould not heſitate to aſ- 
cribe the former to a miniſter whoſe whole life had marked 


the ſame diſregard for the one, as attention to the othe.. 


Colonel Gaſcoyne {aid a few words n explanation, as did 


alſo Mr. Bragge. _ 3 : 1 
Sir William Pulteney ſaid, that after what had paſſed 
that-night every body would ſee that this was a very im- 


zortant ſubject, becauſe it involved a great conſtitutional 


queftion. He had always underſtood it to be the excluſive 


_ privilege of the Houſe of Commons to vote money for the 


publick ſervice. He underſtood it to be alſo the privilege of 
the Houſe of Commons to controul the diſtribution of the 
publick money. He knew of no authority that led to any 
doubt of the former of theſe poſitions, nor had he any upon 
the latter. It had been contended upon the diſcuſſion of 


this ſubject, however, that the power of diſtribution was 


given to the Miniſter to the extent of a vote of credit. 'The 


_ Houſe would do well to examine what had been the practice 


of our anceſtors upon the diſtribution of the pulick money. 


We all knew what that practice was in ancient times. If 


the Houſe of Lords amended a money bill, the praCtice of 
the Houſe of Commons in former times was to kick 
the bill out of their Houſe That practice had been 
fet aſide in modern times. We were become more polite, 
and the mode now was to reject a money bill if the Lords 
had amended it, Such was the antient, and ſuch the modern 
practice of the. Houſs of Commons upon money bills, if 
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the lords ſhould offer to amend them; and ſhould they be 
more complaiſant than they were to the Houſe of Lords? 
For his part he ſaw no reaſon why they ſhould, but many 


why they ſhould not. Some gentlemen had that night given 


up the opinions they formerly held upon this queſtion, upon 


reaſons which they ſeemed to regard as clearly ſnhewing 


that by agreeing to this meaſure of the miniiter, the Houſe 
did not give up its controul over the publick purte. He 
owned that was by no means clear to him. On the con- 
trary, he thought they would give up that power if they did 


not mark this meaſure with their diſapprobation. He muſt 


obſerve, that the miniſter had that night relied a good deal 
upon precedents. He did not ſeem the other night, when 


this matter was brought forward, to know he had any prece- 


dents that would keep his conduct in this cafe in counte- 
nance. Neither did he ſay any thing of precedents of ſuch 


a kind in the diſcuſſion of the ſubſidies that had been 


before the Houſe. Nor did he, in the opening of his de- 
Fence that night, tell the Houſe he placed much dependence 


on the precedents he had to quote, ſaying only in a general 
way that he would ſtate them : accordingly he drew out 
many inftances of caſes, but they did not apply to the 


ſubject which was before the Houſe. The miniſter then 
ſaid a good deal upon the neceſſity of the meaſure, but no- 
thing of that kind could de away the doctrine that the Houſe 
of Commons bad conſtitutionally the controul of the purſe, 
nor of the duty of the miniſter to ſubmit the meaſure to the 
_ Houſe of Commons much ſooner than he did. Gentlemen 


who now defended the miniſter maintained that a vote of 
credit was for a ſum for which the miniſter was anſwerable 
to the Houſe, and that he ought to have the controul of its 


diſtribution ; that the miniſter was bound to give to the 
Houſe an account of the whole proceeding. He wiſhed rhe 
Houſe to examine what fort of an account this might be; 
not that he found fault with this, but he wiſhed the Houſe to 
fee what ſort of an account there might be given in ſuch a 


caſe. The minifter might ſay that the whole ſum granted by 
the vote of credit was given to a foreign Prince. How could 


the Houſe have any afſurance o the truth of ſuch an aſſertion ? = 


How could they be ſure that ſuch a foreign Prince had received 
it? How, if he had received it, could they learn the manner 


in which ſuch foreign Prince had applied it? The Houſe 


fa no power to put any queſtions to a foreign Prince, nor 
1 ad any means of receiving any official information from him. 
Ine power of the Houſe was very different with regard to 


the miniſter of this country. They could call on him to lay 
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before them an account of all the money they voted for the 
public ſervice. He did not make theſe obſervations becauſe he 


diſtruſted the preſent miniſter or ſuſpected him of any finiſter 


motives. Nor did he make theſe obſervations becaufe he dif. 

approved of the preſent or of the laſt Parliament, or that he 
ſaw any thing very dangerous in the prefent times. On the 
contrary, he had a good opinion of the laſt Parliament, 

a good one of this; a good one of the preſent times; 
but the time might come when our ſituation in reſpect to 
Government and Parliament might be very different from 
what they are at preſent, and it was the principle of the mea- 
Fre that excited his alarm. Suppoſe the hour ſhould arrive 
when a miniſter of this country ſhould wiſh to put an end 


altogether to the power of the Houſe of Commons. Suppoſe 


the Houſe had voted him $500,c00l. by a vote of credit, for 


the ſervice of a foreign Prince in alliance with this country, 
and that after all not one penny of it ſhould be given 
to ſuch Prince, but that the whole of it ſhould be giv- 
en to the members of the Houſe, to aſſiſt the miniſter 


in his wiſhes to overturn the conſtitution of this country? ? 
He wiſhed to know what ſecurity the people would have in 


that caſe for the conſtitution ? Bad precedents ought to be 
reſiſted at all times, and the Houſe ought to watch over them 
with jealouſy, but more particularly in good times, for it 
was then the public were leaſt aware of them, and conſe- 
quently it was then they were molt likely to be carried, be- 
cauſe it was in ſuch times that the publick were leaſt diſpoſed 


to examine what was paſling 1 in parliament: and precedents 


which were paſled in good times would be made very dan- 
gerous uſe of in bad ones. On this account it was that he 
had taken ſo much alarm at this meaſure, he had attended 
to all that the miniſter had ſaid upon the ſubject, and he was 
rcady to confeſs he thought the miniſter had no reaſon in 
what had appeared in the diſcuſſion of the ſubject. An hon. 


_ gentleman on the other ide of the Houſe had moved an 
amendment to the original motion; that amendment, in his 
opinion, although it came from a gentleman who defended 


the miniſter, was yet a degree of cenſure upon his conduct 


in this matter; he was content with any degree of cenſure, 


rather than not have any. Some gentlemen ſeemed to think 
there was no blame to be attached to miniſters upon this oc- 
caſion. He thought there was a great deal, he thought there- 


fore that there ſhould be ſome mark ſet upon ſuch conduct to 


denote the pra of the Houſe. 


758 
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He thought he ſhould ſay a few words on the excuſe of 
the miniſter that night. The miniſter had ſaid a great deal 
on the exigency of the times; and it appeared that the di- 
rectors of the Bank had told the miniſter that they diſapproved 


of a loan to the Emperor. If that loan was right, and he 
_ thought it was, he did not ſee why the miniſter {ſhould be con- 


trouled by the directors of the Bank. This ſeemed to himfto 


be a very improper procedure: it was a ſpecies of imperium 
in imperio. He had no idea that the directors of the Bank 


ſhould controul the operations of Government. Why ſhould | 
the miniſter tranfact this buſineſs in a private manner be- 
cauſe the directors of the Bank were againſt it? The mi- 


niſter neither had, or ought to have, any power that was 


not controulable by the people in Parliament; but Govern- 


ment had, and ought to have, a great deal of power that 


was not controulable by the Bank of England. It had been 
obſerved that ſpecie was taken out of the country to a great 
amount in the courſe of the preſent war, and ſome gentle- 
men apprehended great danger upon that account. This 
did not appear to him in ſo formidable a light as it did to 
| ſome, for the property did not all go in ſpecie out of the 
kingdom upon the aids that had been granted to foreign 


| ſtates 3 much of it had gone in goods, and of the money 
much would come back again in the courſe of commerce. 
He found no fault with the miniſter upon that account. But 


what he found fault with, and he found much, was that 
if he thought the meaſure of a loan was right, as he 


himſelf certainly did, the miniſter did not come forward 
to Parliament at once, and fay ſo. Why did he not ſay 


boldly it was a point in which the intereſt of the country = 


was deeply involved? That the intereſt of all Europe was in- 


volved in it? Why did he ſuffer himſelf to be terrified by the 
diſapprobation of the directors of the Bank? How was he 
ſure that he had not cauſed an injury to Europe by being thus 
intimidated? Why ſhould the operations of Government 
be thus crippled by the directors of the Bank? He thought 


it probable that the intereſts of Europe had been injured by 


this caution of the miniſter; for he was not ſure that if the 
French knew that the Emperor had three millions from this 


country in the courſe of the laſt campaign, they would have 
attempted what they did. Theſe things the miniſter ought to 


have brought before Parliament openly and boldly, and not 
to have ſuffered himſelf to be controuled by the directors of 


the Bank. Having ſaid this, he would now add, that with 
regard to the precedents which had been quoted by the mi- 
Cf ̃ 4 rag 
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miſter, he was not convinced by any of them that the con- 
duct of the miniſter was juſtifiable in his endeavour to in- 
fringe on the power of the Houſe of Commons over the pub- 
| lick purſe. The power of that Houſe was two-fold. It had 
a power over the purſe, and a power over the ſword. The 
former they poſſeſſed, as had been ſtated ſeveral times that 
night. The latter they had from the Mutiny Act. Let but 
one of thoſe be taken away, and the power of that Houſe 
would be inſtantly reduced to nothing. He concluded with 

repeating a with that -the conduct of the miniſter upon this 
_ occaſion, might be marked with the diſtinct diſapprobation 

of the Houſme. 

Mr. Wilberforce ſupported the conduct of the miniſter, and 
in doing fo, took notice of ſome parts of the ſpeech of Mr. 
Sheridan. He ſaid he was inclined to think that that gentle- 
man was not in the Houſe on a former night, when the pre- 
ſent ſubject was brought forward, for he ſeemed to have 
miſconceived what he had ſaid on the occaſion, for which 
he appealed to thofe who ſurrounded him. What he ſaid 
was this: That he apprehended a vote of credit gave to mi- 
niſters a general difcretion. That in the exerciſe of that ge- 
neral diſcretion, they were to ſelect the objects and lay out 

the money; but that the whole of their conduct was to be 
ſubject to the ſubſequent reviſion of the Houſe of Commons. 
That was the declaration he made, and by that declaration 
he meant to abide. Another part of the ſpeech of the hon. 
gentleman demanded his notice. The hon. gentleman had 
become ſomething like the defender of his morals, for which 
he did not thank him; he wifhed his morals to be left to 
ſhift for themſelves, and not to have the countenance of the 
hon. gentleman. 

He then proceeded to ſtate the mance which the whole 
| of this debate bad made upon his mind. Here he could not 
help obſerving that the hon. gentleman to whoſe ſpeech he 
had already alluded, had made uſe of every poſſible means to 
take away the impreſſion made by the ſpeech of his right 
hon. friend who had ſo ably and fairly defended himſelf that 
night. He had attempted to take away the force of the pre-, 
eedents. which had been quoted that night. His right hon. 
friend had referred to ten or eleven precedents, and had al- 
luded to a maſs more of them, which he only forebore 
quoting. The hon. baronet who had juſt ſpoken, was not, 
he believed, in the Houſe when the miniſter had ſaid a few 
words upon this ſubject the other night. If he had, he 
would have found that the miniſter declined entering _ 

IS 
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his defence then; no wonder, therefore, that he did not tien 
quote any precedents, for he reſerved every thing he had to 
ſay upon the ſubject to the preſent night. He had now, 
however, proved that it was the general practice of Parlia- 

ment to give to the miniſter power by a vote of credit, in 
the manner which he had ſtated. That power was after- 

wards to be reviſed and confirmed by parliament, and until 
fo confirmed it was not complete. The miniſter in arguing 
theſe points had referred to ten or eleven precedents, which | 
the hon. gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) had dexterouſly reduced 
to three. The miniſter had given inſtances of money being 
given to foreign Princes, as this had been given to the Em- 
peror, without the previous knowledge of parliament. It re- 
mained for the miniſter then only to prove, that in ſo doing 
he had acted according to the neceſſity of the caſe. This he 

had done by explaining to them the ſituation of affairs upon 
the Continent, and at home; and this by the teſtimony of 


| thoſe who were beſt qualified to form an opinion upon ſuch 


ſubjects. Theſe gentlemen were clearly of opinion, that 
this meaſure could not have been carried on in any other way, 
without infinite miſchief to the intereſts of this country. Had 
the miniſter diſcloſed the matter ſooner than he did, be was 
of opinion that he would have been guilty of doing that which 
he could not have honeſtly avowed at the time; becauſe he 
could not, as miniſter, honeſtly avow that the avowal of which, 
would be injurious to the country. But the hon... gentleman 
on the other fide, had ſaid, he did not undexftand how this 
could be more difficult to be done publickly than privately ; 

upon this he could only repeat what he had ſaid already, that 
if done publickly it muſt have been done at once, which was 
liable to this objection: either it might be too large or too 
{mall for the purpoſe intended to be anſwered by it. In the 
caſe of being too ſmall, it might operate as a declaration of 
weakneſs to the enemy, which might be attended with great 
evil. In the other event, that of being too large, it might be 
injurious to our pecuniary intereſts. Whereas, by the mode 
which the miniſter had adopted, the inconveniencies of either 
extreme were avoided. It was certainly on that ground that 
gentlemen who took particular notice of the ſize of the ſums 
had chiefly approved of the meaſure, together with the conſi- 
derationof the benefits which this country hadderived from the 
meaſure. It appeared by the caſes which had been quoted, 
that money had been iſſued under the ſame form as the pre- 
Tent, but that it was iſſued on occaſions much leſs urgent than 
8 e 5 "ths 
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the. preſent. Indeed when he conſidered the matter fully, 
he was rather ſurpriſed that gentlemen ſhould perſiſt in 
their oppolition to it. ö 
He muſt take notice of what was ſaid by the honourable 
gentleman, to whoſe ſpeech he had fo frequently alluded 
that night, with regard to the anceſtor of his right hon, 
friend, and as to what he would have ſaid of his fon, were 
that great perſon now among them. Perhaps, if he ſaw ſome 
of the meatures of adminiſtration, without ſeeing the neceſ- 
fity of them, he might be diſſatisfied; but, if he ſaw what 
induſtry had been employed to deſtroy the conſtitution by 
many perſons out of doors, and how ſome of them were 
defended within, then that great ſtateſman would have been 
ſatisfied that his ſon conducted himſelf as a man who loved 
the conſtitution of his country. 1 
Mr. W. Smith acknowledged that he thought conſiderable 
benefits to the country had ariſen from the miniſter's conduct 
in advancing money to the Emperor, but he diſapproved of 
the manner of doing it; and thought the ſame good effects 
might have followed, had a different manner been purſued. 
The queſtion being called for, 5 . 
| Mr. Fox roſe, and delivered an animated and forcible re- 
[ ply to all the arguments which had been advanced. He be- 
gan by adverting to the alluſions which had been made to 
_ himſelf. The right hon. gentleman had not thought it ſut- 
# ficient to defend himſelf, but he had choſen to accuſe his ac- 
W cuſers. The right hon. gentleman had ſaid that his cha- 
| racter was hoſtile to that of the laſt parliament, and that be- 
cauſe he was generally in oppoſition to the majority of par- 
liament, he was to be conſidered as diſqualified from vindi- 
cating their privileges. This was the train and ſpirit of the 
obſervation, fo that according to the honourable gentleman, 
every member of that Houſe was diſqualified from diſcuſſing 
conſtitutional queſtions who did not enjoy the ſmiles of the 
' miniſter, and proved his love and regard for the liberties of 
his country by his ſervility and ſubſerviency to the admini- 
| tration for the time being. Where, Mr. Fox . demanded, 
could the Houſe really look for the defenders of the conſtitu- 
tion but among thoſe who diſdaining the conſideration of pla- 
ces and penſions, titles and ribbands, devoted their lives, and 
ſuch talents as providence had endowed them withal, to the 
ſervices of the publick, in an honeſt vigilance of the mea- 
ſures of government, with no reward but the approbation of 
their conſcience ? The right honourable gentleman attacked 
his enemies without any regard to his friends; for if it were 
wy true 
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true that to have been long in oppoſition diſqualified a perſon 

from aſſerting the character of parliament, and vindicating 

the conſtitution, what mult be the ſituation into which he put 
i bis new friends? What would become of the Duke of 
Portland and Mr. Burke? For himſelf, he took the impu- 
tation of hoſtility to government, and to the parliaments 
that had ſupported government, as a compliment. He glo- 
100,000,000. of money in ſubjugating America, and in be- 
ing hoſtile to the laſt parliament who ſupported the miniſters 
in undertaking a war unneceffary, and unprovoked. He cer- 
tainly thought himſelf upon compariſon better entitled than 


at the end of the ſourth campaign of a moſt waſteful war, 


the air of a ſuperior title to be its advocate, becauſe as Mi- 


ſuperior claim to be the advocate of the privileges of that 


„ by the laws of the country; but a more formidable enemy to 


the privileges of parliament now preſented itſelf, the exe- 
cutive branch armed with all the powers which it had lately 
obtained. What paſſage of his life, Mr. Fox demanded, 


could they ſelect as a proof that he was not the man to ſup- 


not an aſſociate to carry on a war for the purpoſe of cruſhing 
liberty in France, not an affociate to carry on a war alon 


ried in having been hoſtile to the parliament that ſpent above 


the right hon, gentleman to defend the conſtitution ; he, who 


could only boaſt at the expence of more than 190,000,000), 
that « we had achieved a chance for ſaving the conſtitution,? _ 
With him the ſtandard of merit was political ſervility, and 
he who voted with independence was pronounced to be hoſ- 
tile to the conſtitution. If the queſtion were, whether par- 
liament was to be defended againſt ſome pretended faction 
out of doors, the right hon. gentleman might give himſelf 


niſter of the crown he had choſen to bid defiance to every 
shing in the popular form of our ſyſtem ; but when the 
queſtion at iſſue was between the Crown and the Parliament, 
it ſurely could be no moot point which of the two had the 


Houſe. It was not now a complaint of a Mr. Paine Not 
an alarm about the many innocent perſons whom he had 
brought to trial, and who, thank God, had been protected 


port the conſtitution, againſt ſuch an enciny, rather than the 
right hon. gentlewan, whoſe whole life, almoſt, had been 
devoted to the encroachments of the Crown? Let him aſk _ 
even his new friends, even the hon. gentleman then at his 
fide (Mr. Windham), whether, if they wanted an affociate, 


with our aſſociates, the deſpots of Europe, for the purpoſe. 
of reducing all nations to ſlavery, ſince for ſuch an aſſociate 
they would naturally look to the right hon. gentleman, but 
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if they wanted an aſſociate to defend the conſtitution of Eng- 


Hand againſt all attacks, whether they would not even yet 
come over rather to his fide of the Houſe than look to the 


right hon. gentleman? Whether they would not look to 
him who had never once abandoned the cauſe of the people 
and of parliament, rather than to the hon. gentleman who 
had in no one inſtance ſupported them? He had been forced 
to lay fo much in anſwer to the uſual declamatory attack 
which he had made upon him perſonally, which was his fa- 
vourite topic, audi the preſent ſeſſion his couſtant reſource. 


In tis opening on the ſubject he had avoided every foreign 


obſervation, and he ſhou!d now come back to the queſtion 
before the Fiouſe. He had ſaid on the ſirſt day that this un- 


conſtitutional meaſure was made known, that it was a m2a- 
fure ſo fraught with danger, that if it were admitted, it 


went in fact to the dottrine that during war the conſtitu- 
tion ought to be ſuſpended, and that the miniſter of the 
crown ſhould be appointed dictator. Yet, now it was af- 
ſerted, that he had ſpoken of it at firſt 23 merely an objec- 


tionable meaſure. He had ſpoken of it from the firſt mo- 


ment in the ſame terms. He had put the queſtion hypothe- 
tically—he had ſaid that, even admitting that Germany had 
been ſaved by the juccour given to the Emperor, and with 


Germany that even Great Britain had been faved, {till the 


meaſure was not juſtified, becauſe the ſame ſuecour might 
have been given by conſtitutional means. Parliament might 
have been conſulted, and the whole done in a way that 
would have ſaved us from this outrage on our beſt ſecurity. 


Since the firſt opening of the buſineſs, it had been diſco- 


vered that a great part of the money had gone to the mainte- 


nance of the Prince of Conde's army. Now ſurely there 
could have been no danger in avowing this to Parliament. 


It did not even appear in the diſtribution paper of the vote 
of credit, that the money had been ſent for the maintenance 


of the Prince of Conde's army, though it was now thought 


adviſeable to ſtate it in that way, Here then was proof on 


the face of it of juggling and fraud—for finding it taken up 
by the Houſe, the right hon. gentleman had choſen to put 
it into the vote of credit; but, ſaid the hon. gentleman, it 
is a ſuperficial view of the len to take the account of the 


the iſſues they ought to be 


remittances from the dates 6 
taken from the periods of the engagements being formed; 


and therefore though the money appeared to be paid during 


the ſitting of parliament, the engagements were entered into 
during the receſs. He ſhould have a very contemptible 0 
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nion of the underſtanding of the Houſe, and of the people 
of England, if they permitted themſelves to be cajoled by ſa 
trifling and unfounded a diſtinction; and if they did not ex- 
preſs their reſentment at the inſult which it conveyed upon 
them. For what did it amount to? That the Chancellor of 
che Exchequer firſt promiſes, what he has no right to promiſe, 


viz. ſuccours to a foreign power to be advanced from time 


to time.—Parliament meets before thoſe ſuocours came to be 
ſent. A conſtitutional miniſter, conſcious of having done 


an extraordinary thing, which, however the preſſing neceſ- 


ſity of the caſe might warrant, would have taken the very firſt | 
moment to communicate what he had done, to lay the whole 
_ circumſtances of the caſe before them, and to requeſt a bill 


of indemnity. But no ſuch thing! He did not think it 


wiſe and ſafe to truſt the ſecret to Parliament until he had 
fulfilled his engagements. Perhaps a greater outrage on the 
dignity of the Houſe could not be offered than was contained 
in this explanation. He, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Could only ſafely be truſted with the diſpoſition of the mo- 
ney of the ole of England, but to give to their repreſen- 
tatives even a hint of what he was doing with it, might have 


utterly defeated the very end - of the meaſure. Parliament 
might have viewed the meaſure in three ways. They might 


Have thought the conduct of the hon. gentleman in the e- 

gagements he had formed perfectly proper, and have decla- 
red their approbation of the meaſure ; or they might have 

thought the meaſure improper and indiſcreet in itfelf ; but 


yet being undertaken, thought it unwiſe and dangerous to 


| op its execution; in either of theſe two ways there would 
have been no effential inconvenience in making known the 
matter to Parhament on the firſt day of the meeting. But 
there was a third mode of viewing the ſubject. They might 
have thought it a meaſure ſo utterly unwiſe and improper, 5 
ſo injurious and fatal, that they not only would have cen- 


ſured the miniſter for making the engagements, but prevented 


their execution, But this he had taken care to provide 
againſt, No, no, ſaid he, you may cenſure me. You 
may attack my character; but I have taken care that you 
ſhall not ſaye your money. Thank God, your money is 
gone to Germany !-—you cannot get it back again, whatever 
you do with me. My life is not implicated in the proced- 
ing, but my honour is in your hands; and I abide the re- 
ſponſibility of the meaſure.” Mr. F- .cmanded, if this 


tc not an inſulting dc. 


was language to be endured ? * 
2 — VoL. I, 1 796, . | 'S 5 1 LY gradation 
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gradation of Parliament, to ſay that they were not fit to be 
conſulted on the diſpoſition of the money of their conſtitu- 


the Houſe of Commons; or did he think that it would have 
degraded his dignity in the eyes of foreign ſtateſmen, and fo- 


ment before he parted with Britiſh money ? 
This was exactly what the conſtitution impoſed upon a 


ſtitution wiſhed to ſee inforced—that a Britiſh miniſter ſhould 


deſpots, that however they might trample on their miferable 


people, and rob and plunder them at their pleaſure, there was 


one choſen, one enviable ſpot upon the ſurface of the earth 
treated as flaves. If it was done with the pretext of ſecrecy, 


was odious in morality. The ignorance of the magnitude 
of the remittances would increaſe the terror of the tranſ- 
port of our ſpecie, and accordingly, in Auguſt and Septem- 
ber laſt, when the rumour of theſe remittances got abroad, 


from the diſcount on navy bills, and the price of the funds. 


Would it not have had influence upon France if they had 
Known that the Auſtrians were to be fupplied with Britiſh 
gold, or was he afraid that it would have damped the ardour of 


ſpirit if the money had come to them tainted with the re- 
publican odour of the Pritiſn conſtitution ? What was 
there in the honourable gentleman that he ſhould confide 
in him ſuch monſtrous powers? And yet he would ra- 
ther confide in him perſonally than he would in office. It 
was not the man ſo much as the Chancellor of the Exchequer 


quer can give away to a foreign Prince 1, 200, oool. without 
making it even known to Parliament, what might he not do? 
What ſecurity had they for any thing elſe? Mr. Fox then 
animadverted on the amendment, which, he ſaid, was in- 
applicable, ſince it left out, one compleat branch of the charge, 
the money ſent to the Prince of Conde's army—and it talked 

of not drawing it into a precedent, except in caſes of 
neceſſity, which wanted no precedent at all, fince obvious 
and imperious neceſſity mult. bring its own juſtification. He 


cnts? Was it not to ſay, that he was a better judge than 
reign cabinets, to own that he muſt conſult the Britith Parlia- 


Britiſh miniſter. What every man who venerated that con- 


be forced to make known to foreign ſtateſmen and foreign 


where men had afferted their rights, and would not be 


he would prove that ſuch ſecrecy was as falſe in policy as it 


the ſcarcity of money was the greateſt, if they might Jucge 0 


Was it to be believed that the ſuccour to the Emperor would 
not have been more efficacious if known to all Europe? 


deſpotiſm, that the Auſtrians would have fought with leſs 


that he dreaded. Good God | if a Chancellor of the Exche- 


Sa. 


4 
: 
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then went over the whole of the precedents, and ſhewed 
that they were all inapplicable, even the laſt. The only 
precedent likely to countenance an infra&tion of the conſti- 
tution, drawn from his own adminiſtration under the ſup- 
port of the laſt Parliament. But it ſeems, that becauſe the 
_ oppoſition had failed in vigilance, in this inſtznce of money 
advanced in 1795, this was to juſtify miniſters in going on 
in the ſame career. How did this apply to the conduct of 
miniſters in the proſecutions, or rather the perſecutions, 
that took place four years ago for libels, when by the dif- 
torted laws of that country of legal tyranny, where they 
had obtained verdicts, had they Toftened puniſhment or 
granted mercy, becauſe ſimilar libels had been paſſed over 
with impunity ? Mr. Fox concluded with a warm argument, 
that no advantage had been gained by the manner in which 
the buſineſs had been done, and after hearing the miniſter 
ſay, that he would perſiſt in the ſame courſe,” he ſhould only 
add, that if he continued to attend that Houſe he would not 
relinquiſh his endeavours to obtain their marked diſapprobation 
of the meaſure, and if otherways, he had no doubt but the 
people would find abler fadvocates. But if this meaſure was 
not reprobated, he ſhould think that man a hypocrite who 
pretended to ſee any diſtinction between this government 


and an abſolute monarchy. He had made uſe, in former TY 


days, of ſtrong opinions, he did not, he ſaid, retract oneof them; 

he had no heſitation in ſaying that occaſions might ariſe even 

ina comparatively free country, when men might be driven 
to the neceſſity of reſiſtance. 


The Houſe then divided on Mr. Bragge' 8 amendment. 


Ayes _— - * ee hs + 
Ioes Re df EW. Ln 5 KY 
1 74 "as 


As an amendment Mr. os propoſed, to inſert wy the 
word credit, in the firſt propoſed amendment, the words, 
elt being the opinion of this Houſe that certain of the 
ſums ſtated in the papers laid before this Houſe, to have 
been iffued on the authority of the vote of credit, were not 
paid on the ſaid authority.” — This was negatived. 
As a third amendment Mr. Fox propoſed, to add at the 
end of the firſt propoſed amendment the words— #7 
« Although no documents have been laid before the. Houſe 


to prove either the neceſſity or the expoliency of the fad 
meaſure.“ 


This was alſo negatived. es LO „„ 
1 Räeſolved 
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Refolved finally, 


That the meaſure of advancing the {cveral ſams of money, cb appear, from 
the accounts preſented to the Houſe in this ſeſſion of Parliament, to have been 


iſſued for the ſervice of the Emperor, though not to be drawn into precedent, but 


upon occaſions of ſpecial neceſſity, was, under the peculiar circumſtances of the 
eaſe, a juſtifiable and proper exerciſe of the diſcretion veſted in his Majeſty's 
miniſters by the vote of credit, and calculated to produce conſequences which 
have proved highly advantageous to the common cauſe, and to the ek inte- 


| reſts of — 


A 8 Liſt of the Minority who voted for Mr. G22 s motion on Thurſ- | 
day laſt, the 8th, « That the ſecond reading of the reſolutions of the Commitree 
-& on the preceding evening be deferred till the following day.“ 


Thomas Anſon, Eſq» 
Sir John Aubrey, Bart. 
John Baker, Efq. 


_ George Barclay, Eſq. 


C. G. Beauclerk, Eſq. 
Robert Biddulph, Eſq, 
W. Wilberforce Bird, Eſq. 


_ Honourable Edward Bouver ie, 
T. Brogden, Eſq. 


Joſeph R. Burch, Eſq. 


F. Burdett, Eſq, 


Lord G. A. Henry 88 


Thomas W. Coke, Eſq. 
Edward Coke, Eſq. 


William Colhoun, Eſq. 


Harvey C. Combe, Eſq. 
John Courtenay, Eſq. 


John Crewe, Elq. 
Sir Charles Davers, Bart. 


8 Honourable Thomas Erſkine, 


General Fitzpatrick, | 
Right Honourable C. 8 5 Fox, 


Honourable Edward Foley, 


Charles Grey, Eſq. 


James Greene, Eſq, 


James Hare, Eſq, 


7 John Harrifon, Eſq. : 
| William Huffey, Efq, 


Nathaniel Jefferys, Eſq. 


_ Joſeph Jekyll, Eſq, 
Jervoiſe Clerk Jervoiſe, Eſq. 


Thetford. 
Boroughbridge. 


Portſmouth. 


K naresborough. 


New Sarum, 
Coventry. 


Yar mouth. 


_ Litchfield. 


Aldborough. 
Canterbury. 
Bridport. . 
Richmond, 

| Herefordſhire, County. 
Coventry). 

| Northampton. 
Launceſton. 


Derby. 

| Norſolk,. County. | 
Derby. 3 
Bedford. 

London, City. 
Appleby... 

Cheſhire, County. 
St. Edmondſbury. 


Taviſtock. 
Weſtminſter. 

Worce ſterſhire, e 
Northumberland, County. 
„ing 


Calne. 
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Richard Payne Knight, Eſq. Ludlow. 
Thomas Kempe, Eſq. Lewes. 
J. Martin Lloyd, Efq. Steyning. 
James Martin, Eſ ag. Tewkeſburys 
Ralph Milbanks, Eſq. Durham County, 
Sir William M. Milner, Batt, York, | 
John Nichols, Eg. Tregony. 
Dudley North, Eſq. | Banbury. : £26 
William Plumer, Eſq. HAertfordſhire, County. 
Joſeph Richardſon, Eſq. _ Newport. - 
Lord W. Ruſſel, Bourry, County. 
Hon. St. Andrew St. John, Bedfordſhlre, County. | 
| John Scudamore, Ei. Hereford, | 
Richard B. Sheridan, Eſq. . Stafford, 
George Shum, Eſq. : Honiton, po 
William Smith, Eſq. | Sudbury. | | | 
Lord R. Spencer, Wareham. 0 
Charles Sturt, Eſq. | NO Bridport. _ 
General Tarleton, : | 5 Liverpool. | 
Thomas Thompſon, Eſq. | Pveſhham. 
HFHondcurable Henery Tufton, Rocheſter. 
Honourable John Sutton. Appleby. 
Sir Frederick F. Vane, Bart. Carliſle. „ 
Robert Vyner, jun. Eſq, Lincolnſnire, Countyz hae. | 
Samuel Whitbread, Eſq. Bedford. l 3 
Charles L. Weſtern, Ei. Ulalden. | 
James Waolwyn, Eſd. Hereford. 
Ws | ' TELLESS 


T. Chriſtian Curwen, Eſq, Carliſle, : | 
Michael Angelo Taylor, Eſq. Aldborough, 


A more accurate detail of the ſpeech of Mr. Curwen A the 
debate of the 8th inſtant, than we were able to give in_ 


our 327th page. 


The queſtion we have now before us is, in my opinion, 


the moſt important that has ever been diſcuſſed within theſe 
walls. It is not that fourteen hundred thouſand pounds has 
been given to the Emperor; large as the ſum is it forms but 


a trifling conſideration. The real queſtion for the Houſe to 
decide is, whether we will ſuffer the moſt important princi- 


ple of the conſtitution to be violated with impunity, the in- 
diſputable right of the Commong to the guardianſhip of the 
Publie purſe. has been the ſource from whence we have de- 


rived mot of our privileges. Sir, much as it is our duty 


do 
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to provide for the ſecurity of the country againſt foreign 
enemies, tis yet more important to preſerve the conſtitution, 
had the threatened invaſion aCtually taken place, I ſhould 
think the ſubverſion of our liberty the firſt danger to be 
provided againſt; on the vote of this night depends the 
value of tie ſtake we have to contend for, and the future 


had formerly to contend with the ſupporters of miniſters 
upon the right honourable gentleman's innovations on the 
conſtitution, we diſagreed widely with them upon the ne- 
ceſſity which was ſet up as a plea and excuſe for their 
conduct; we fortunately now have a queſtion before us on 
which no poſſible difference can ariſe. 'The conſtitution is 
Jo explicit, that none will controvert the ſole right of the 
Commons to diſpoſe of the public money, and yet the hon- 
ourable gentleman has dared to do it—waNnTONLY to do it. 
If the neceſſity of the times called for ſuch a meaſure in 
the abſence of Parliament, could any thing juſtify the delay 
of a moment as ſoon as the Houſe was met to come for 
INDEMNITY ? TI will grant him that his aid to the Emperor 
might contribute much to the ſaving of Germany, but what 
does that avail him? the plea of neceſſity as he has choſen 
to act is totally inadmiſſable ; he rejects the only ground on 


. — — RS 


2 


which the Houſe could tolerate ſuch a meaſure by the kind 


of defence he ſets up. This is one of the conſequences of 
the bills of laſt year. What are the five hunded members 
of this Houſe without the ſupport of the people? nothing. 
I foretold to the Houſe when the right honourable gentle- 
man had ſucceeded in taking from us the ſupport of the 
people, we ſhould ſoon become objects of contempt ; ſuch 


to ourſelves and the people. If we ſuffer this to paſs, I 
- * ſhould conſider the conſtitution as deſtroyed, the dignity 
| and importance of the Commons as gone, and every claim 
to reſpect forfeited. I look with an anxiety beyond that I 
can expreſs, for the reſult of the meaſures before us; they 
are of more moment than any preparations to- defend ns 
againſt foreign enemies z on the reſult of this will greatly 
depend how far we are intereſted in that defence—it our 


- liberty be gone, the reſt is of little confequence. Whilſt 

the country was FREE I had a ſtake worth hazarding every 

thing for its preſervation, if that be deſtroyed I care not 

what may follow. An honourable gentleman oppofite to 

him talked of the candour with which a delinquent ſhould 

be treated by his friends, but he was of a very different opi- 
| nion, 


importance of this branch of the legiſlature. When we have 


we truely are, if by the vote of this night we do not do juſtice 
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nion, and would never ſhut his mouth againſt abuſes; if 
any friend of his was guilty of a flagrant delinquency, he 
ſhould blame him more ſeverely than a perſon of whom he 


[4 _ entertained neither opinion nor reſpect. Happy would it be 
i for the country and much for the ſecurity of his Majeſty's | 


government, if the right honourable gentleman, inſtead of | 
exalting the prerogative of the crown upon the liberties of 
the people, was to adviſe his Majeſty to ſhare the burdens of 
the war with his ſubjects. It was the pride of the country 
in its ſeaſon of proſperity, to provide with a liberal hand for 
the ſplendour and dignity of the crown; the pomp and 
ſplendour befitting ſuch a period was an inſult to the feel- 
ings of the nation under the ſad reverſe it now experienced; 
more pride, more ſecurity would reſult to the crown by the 
facrifice of a part of thoſe uſeleſs appendages; it is what 
the country has a right to expect. 'The time may come 
When the public ſpirit of a monarch {hall avail him no more 
than all the glitter and parade of tinſel and pomp. When 
people arerapidly deſcending to a condition they were not born 
to, in conſequence of the heavy impolts they are forced to 
pay for the protection of the ſtate, it would not diſgrace 
the Sovereign to allot a portion of his wealth for their relief. 
I truſt the Houſe will by the vote of this night, teach the 
right honourable gentleman the ſeaſon is not yet arrived, 
when with impunity he may trample upon the Commons of 
Great Britain. DR es „„ . 
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Liſt of the Minority on Wedneſday Dec. 14th, 1796. 


Thomas Anſon, Eſq. | Litchfield. 
Sir John Aubrey, Bart, '. Aldborough, 
John Baker, Eſq; g Canterbury, 
Sir Charles W. Bamfylde, Bart. | Exeter. 
George Barclay, xſq, - Bridj ert. 
Sir Francis Baring, Bart. Calne. 
C. G. Beauclerk, Eſq, : Richmond. 
Robert Biddulph, Eq. Herefordſhire County. 
W. Wilberforce Bird, Eſq. Coventry. | 
Honourable Edward Bouverie, Northampton. 
Honourable W. H. Bouverics, New Sarum. 
James Brogden, Eſq. | Launceſton, - 
Joſeph Randyll Burch, Eſq Thetford, 
F. Burdett, Efq. Boroughbridge, 
George Byng, Eſq En Middleſex, County. 
Lord G. A. H. Cavendiſh, Derby. 
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Sir Robert Clayton, Bart. 
Edward Coke, Eſq. 

Thomas William Coke, Eſq. 
William Colhoun, Eſq. 
John Courtenay, Eſq. | 

Bir Charles Davers, Bart. 
Charles Dundas, Eſq. 
Honourable Lawrence Dundas, 
Honourable Thomas Erſkine, 
General Fitzpatrick, 

Sir Henry Fletcher, Bart. 

_ Honourable Edward Foley, 
Right Hc nourable C. J. Fox, 
Charles Grey, Eſq. 

James Green, Eſq, 
James Hare, Eſq. 

John Harriſon, Eſq. 
William Huſiey, Eſq. 
Nathaniel Jefferys, Eſq, 
Joſeph Jekyll, Eſq. 

Fervoiſe Clerk Jervoiſe, Eſq. 
Thomas Kempe, Eſq. 
Sir J. Daſhwood King, Bart, 
| Richard Payne Knight, Eſe. 

French Lawrence, Eſq. 

John Lemon, Eſq. | 

Sir William Lemon, Bart, 

T. Martin Lloyd, Eſq, 

James Martin, Eſq. 

Ralph Milbanke, Eſq. Re 
Sir H. St, John Mildmay, Bart · 
Sir W. Mordaunt Milner, Bait, 
John Nicholls, Eſq. | 

Dudley North, Eſq, 

William Northey, Eſa. 

Henry Peters, Eſq. | 
William Plumer, Eſq. 

_ George Porter, Eſq. 

Henry Pierſe, Eſq. 

Sir James Pultenay, Bart. 
Sir William Pultenay, Bart 
Honourable Jokn Rawdon 
Honourable George Rawdon, 
Joſeph Richardſon, Eſq. 
Lord John Ruſſell, 


Weſtminſter. 
Northumberland, County. 
Arundel. 


Coventry. 
Calne. 


Lewes. 


Weſtbury. 


| Hertfordſhire, County. 


Northallerton. 


Newport. 


Fvelcheſter, 

Derby. | 
Norfolk, County. 

Bedford. 
Appleby. 

St. Edmondsbury, 


| Berkſhire, County, 


Richmond. 


Portſmouth, 
Taviſtock, . 
Cumberland, County. 


Worceſterſhire Country. 


Knaresborough. | 
Thetford. 
New Sarum, 


Yarmouth, 


Chipping, Wycombe, 
Ludlow, | 
Peterborough. 
Truro, | 
Cornwall, County, 
Steyning. 
Tewkesbury. 
Durham, County, 


York. 

Tregony 
Banbury. 
Newport. 
Oxford, County 


Stockbridge. 


Weymouth. 
Shrewsbury. . 3s 
Launceſton. 35 
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Lord Willlam Ruſſell, ge | Surry, County. | 

Honourable St. Andrew St. John | p Bedfordſhire, County. 
Samuel Elias Sawbridge, Eſq. Canterbury. Ce 

John Scudamore, EA. Hereford. 
Richard Brinſly Sheridan, Efq. Stafford. | 

George Shum, Eſq. 5 Honiton- 1 

Sitwell Sitwell, Eſg. 1 Weſt Lobe. 

Lord Robert Spencer, a Warcham. | 

Lord Stanly, | Preſton. 
Charles Sturt, Eſq. | Bridport. 

General Tarleton, _ Liverpool, | 

Michal Angelo Taylor, Eſq. Aldborough. 

Lord John Townſhend, _ Knaresboroughs 

Honourable Henry Tufton, Rocheſter, 

Honourable John Tufton, © Appleby. 

Frederick Fletcher Vane, Bart. _ Carliſle. 

Robert Vyner, jun. Eſq. Lincolnſhirę. 
James Walwyn, Eſq” _ Hereford 

Charles Callis Weſtern, Eſq. Malden, _ 
Samuel Whitbread, Eſq. Bed ford. 

TELLERS. 
Alderman Combe, London, City. 
William Smith, Eſq. Sudbury, 


' HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TavzsDar, December 15. 
The Houſe, in a committee, went through the loan Bill 


and the Scotch diſtillery Bill, and ordered them to be re- 


ported. 


ingroſſed. 


On ſeveral motions being made to give leave of abſencg. 
-- 0 memnens.” =. „ 3 „„ 

Sir William Young obſerved, that the object intended by 
a call of the Houſe would be defeated if ſo many gentlemen | 
were ſuffered to be abſent. On a motion, therefore, made, 
that Mr. Allen have leave to go into the country for ar | 


months; he propoſed an amendment, by adding « after 
Saturday next.” Upon this a diviſion took place, hea the 


The Exciſe Duty Bill was reported, and ordered to be 
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amendment was carried by 34 againſt 13. Other divifions- 
took place on ſimilar motions, during the excluſion of ſtran- 
gers; when a general motion was made to prevent any mem- 
ber having leave to go into the country until after Saturday 
next; which was carried by 38 againſt 11. 
The Committee on the Quakers Relief Bill, was poſtpo- 
ned till Monday next. . | | | 
Mr. Roſe obtained leave to bring in a Bill to explain and 
amend the act for diminiſhing the drawback on the exporta- 
tion of ſugar. : = | 
Mr. Hobart brought up the militia eſtimates. Adjourncd, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
FriDay, Dec. 16. 
SOUTHWARK ELECTION» 


The members to form a committee appointed to try the 
merits of the Southwark Election petition were choſen and 
ſworn. Ee OM Es 1255 „ 

Mr. Taylor requeſted the attention of the Houfe to a ſub- 
ject, which he ſaid, he was aware required an apology as 
coming from him, for it related to himſelf. He underſtood 
it to be a rule of the Houſe to hear the complaint of any 
member when he had any to make againſt thoſe who had 
malicioufly miſrepreſented him in what he had ſaid in the 
Houſe. Such wilful miſrepreſentation he underſtood to be 
againſt the orders of the Houſe. He had been thus malici- 
ciouſly miſrepreſented, he ſaid, in a daily paper, called the. 
Sun. Thoſe who conducted that paper might, perhaps, 
be a little partial. to the preſent adminiſtration, and the ex- 
iſting government. of the country; if fo, he had nothing 
to alledge againſt it, nor did he charge any perſon who had 
a ſhare in his Majeſty's government with any thing upon 

_ that account. He fhould be aſhamed of imputing to any 
one of them a deſire to forward, or a wiſh to connive at 
any ill-founded repreſentation of the kind to take place 
againſt any individual, ſtill leſs, if poſſible, againſt any 
member of that Houſe. It had been of late an indulgence of 
the Houſe to permit ſtrangers to be preſent, and to give ac- 
counts of its proceedings. No perfon wiſhed leſs than he 
did himſelf to refuſe a continuance of that indulgence. He 
wiſhed all the diſcuſſions of the Houſe to be open, becauſe 

he was well convinced of the public utility of it. He was 
-- aware alſo that ſome miſrepreſentations muſt e 
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take place in the courſe of daily publication ; and when that 
happened to be the caſe, without any malicious intent, he 


ſhould be one of the firſt to attribute it to the incorrectneſs 


with which a ſpeech was taken down. It was his misfor- 
tune (for ſo he might call it) to addreſs the Speaker on Tueſ- 


day night. On the following evening he was groſsly miſ- 


repreſented ãn the paper called The Sun. He could appeal 


to every gentleman who heard him, whether one ſyllable of 


what he ſaid was correctly reported in the account that was 


given of his ſpeech in that paper, and whether any thing 


that was ſaid of him upon that occaſion, in that print, had 
any foundation in truth. He would put it to the recollec- 


tion of any gentleman-who would take the trouble to read the 
paper, whether the whole of the ſpsech which was reported 


as his, was not inſerted with a foul view of calumniating 


him, and of ſpreading through the country a report that he 


had uttered ſuch ſentiments (he had almoſt ſaid ſuch non- 
ſenſe) as would diſgrace him. Since that time there had 
appeared, in the ſame print, comments upon his ſpeech, 


all having the ſame tendency as the report. He was as little 


-defirous, he believed, to obſtruct the channel whereby the 
proceedings of parliament were communicated to the public, 
as any man in the Commons Houſe, or in the country. 
What he complained of was, a wilful and malicious miſre- 


preſentation of what he ſaid. In that view of the matter 


he knew he had a right to the protection of the Houſe. He 

had no wiſh that the gallery ſhould be ſhut, or that ſtrangers 
ſhould be excluded; on the contrary, he was deſirous that 
all poſhble indulgence ſhould be ſhewn towards ſtrangers, 


becauſe he was aware the public were benefitted by their 
 admiſhon; but he truſted ſuch an indulgence ſhould 


Not be allowed to be uſed to calumniate the members 
of the Houſe. He was entitled to call on the Attorney Ge- 
neral to proſecute the author of this groſs and malicious 


bel, ar that the publiſher of it ſhould appear at the Bar of 


the Houſe to anſwer for ſuch a publication. Thoſe who 
knew him would, he believed, allow there was no malice 


in his compoſition. He defired only the common right of 
a member ef the Houſe to addreſs the Speaker when he 


thought an occaſion called for it, without being wilfully and 


_ maliciouſly miſrepreſented. He had been ſo miſrepreſented 


in the paper to which he had alluded. He had the paper in 


Kis pocket, but he ſhould be aſhamed to read it. II ALY. 


-gentleman would read it, he would, he believed, agree with 
Him, that it contained the moſt illiberal.refleions, the moſt 
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_ groſs and vulgar malice, that ever was publiſhed againſt an 


individual. He had no malice againſt the author, nor did 


he know any reaſon why the author, whoever he was, ſhould 


have any malice againſt him. He forgave him freely, for 
he had ne ſpleen gi fEG: 

=” GENERAL LA FAYETTE 

_ General Fitzpatrick roſe to make the motion of which he 
had given notice, reſpecting the imprilonment of General 
La Fayette and his companions. He addreſſed the Houſe 
nearly as follows: | 5 | 

The French revolution has produced ſo many important 

conſequnces, and has ſo greatly agitated the feelings of man- 


kind, that there is no circumſtrnce immediately, or however 
remotely connected with it, that does not, in ſome degree, 


aſtect the policy of all the reſt of the powers of Europe; and 
therefore, according to my conception of things, the motion 
which I mean to lay this day before the Houſe cannot be 


conſidered as foreign to the juriſdiction or cognizance of the 
Britiſh parliament. It is now three years ſince, in a former 
Houſe, I moved to addreſs his Majeſty for the purpoſe of pro- 
curing an interference of his Majeſty to alleviate the hardſhips 
then ſuffered by members of the French conſtituent aſſembly, 
whom the chance of war had thrown into the power of thoſe 
who were cohfederated againſt them; I mean general la 
Fayette and his companions, who were at that time in 
the priſon of one of our allies, the King of Pruſſia, but who 
now experience a fate ſtill more ſevere in the dungeon of ano- 
ther of our allies, the Emperor of Germany. I urged that 
motion on the joint pleas of humanity and policy. Perhaps 


ſome may now ſay, that the plea of policy is weakened, in 


which caſe J muſt rejoin, if it was a ſtrong one then, what 


has happened in the time that has elapſed, has made it 
{tronger now; and that the ſufferings of thoſe perſons, and 
of others, muſt increaſe our defires to relieve them. I could 


not then, nor can I now, admit policy to be out of the queſ- 


tion; for I muſt ſay, that in queſtions of the higheſt po- 
litical nature, it is the worſt, the moſt fatal policy in 
thoſe who have favourable wiſhes to monarchy, to exhi- 
bit an inſtance of flagrant injuſtice, which has a natural ten- 


dency to warp the minds and alienate the affections 


of thoſe who live under government. I recolle& in 
the laſt Parliament that an honourable friend of mine, in 
drawing a picture of the ſuppoſed ſituation of this country, 
made uſe of an obſervation which ſtruck me forcibly, as 1 


believe it ſtruck all who heard it. He ſaid, “ that owed 
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he lamented what ſeemed to him to diſtinguiſh this country, 
a total deficiency of publick virtue, yet private virtue, he 


was glad to ſee, was at no period more conſpicuous? I own 
the ground on which he formed the latter part of his opinion 
did not ſuggeſt itſelf to my mind, and I could not help 
obſerving, that fate of my motion ſeemed to form a ſtriking 
figure with regard to its juſtice; there prevailed, however, 
every where, I believe, a ſympathy in the ſufferings of thoſe / 
for whom I brought that motion forward, but no fooner had 


the miniſter oppoſed it, than all that ſympathy, all that 
benevolence, which was ſo conſpicuous, was huthed into 


total hlences. oo nin 3 8 

Let me now advert to the grounds of the oppoſition which 
was made to my motion. The Houſe did not advert to the 
injuſtice of the caſe. There was but one member in it (Mr. 
Burke) who oppoſed me upon that point. The dazzling 


eloquence of that able man had an effect which I fear ſedu- 
ced the Houſe. The miniſter, however, was too wile to 


adopt his plan. He expreſſed in common with the Houſe, 


great horror upon the ſubject, and oppoſed me on the ge- 
neral ground of policy. That eloquent perſon to whom I 
have alluded, entered into a defence of the ground on which 
General La Fayette was originally arreſted, and expatiated 
on the impropriety of our interfering in the affairs of, what 
he called, a foreign independent power. I ſhall not revive _ 
all that was ſaid upon the ſubject. I retain the opinion which 


I then gave; which is, that the original arreſt of General 


La Fayette and his companions 1s hable to many objeCtions 
in the laws of war, as he was not taken with arms in his 

hand. As he could not be conſidered as a priſoner of war, in 
that light, his impriſonment is unwarranted by ſtrict juſtice. 
When I had occahon to ſubmit that motion, I went at 


length into the conduct of the parties. The Houſe will not 


be diſpleaſed to hear that I ſhall not have occaſion to trouble 
them with a repetition of that detail. I think that thoſe - 

| who have been the moſt violent againſt the French, will not 

now fay that the credit given to General La Fayette and his 
companions, for their ſincerity at leaſt, ought to be called in 


queſtion. I hope I ſhall not hear this day any arguments of 


that nature urged againſt my motion. I hope alſo I ſhall not 
hear it ſaid, that the reaſon why we ſhould paſs this ſubject 
by is, that we ought not to interfere in the domeſtic affairs 


of an independent power. Should it be urged in argument, 


that General la Fayette and his companions are the priſoners 


of the Emperor, and that therefore we have no right to inter- 


bene” 
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fere, I am prepared to ſhew that General La Fayette and his 
companions are not the priſoners of the Emperor; and this [ 
I ſhall do upon the beſt of all poſſible authorities---upon the 1 
authority of the Emperor himſelf. I ſhall here requeſt the { 
particular attention of the Tiouſe to a part of the queſtion, 
which I am perſnaded is ſufficiently intereſting to its huma- 
nity to call for it. I am ſpeaking to Engliſhmen, and I have 
little to fear that what I am now ſtating will command their 
attention. The unfortunate object of my motion, to com- 
penſate, perhaps to enable him to bear his cruel lot, is the 
huſband of a woman whoſe name will be dear to mankind 
while virtue commands reſpect in this world. A woman, 
who, in theſe days has revived the name of Arria, who di- 
_ veſted herſelf of the weakneſs of her ſex to bear all the op- 
preſſion which a Claudius or a Nero could inflict, and that to 
participate in the diſtreſs of a huſband. I have heard it ſaid 
that the age of chivalry is gone that all reſpect for the ten- 
der ſex is vaniſhed. Never ſhall I ſuffer one word to eſ- 
cape my lips that tends to impeach the character of that 
great man who uttered that ſentence ; nor to convey one ex- 
preſſion diſreſpectful to the memory of that unfortunate 
Princeſs whoſe ſuſferings occaſioned that obſervation ; but 
4 that mind muſt be ſtrangely dazzled by the ſplendour of 
©! royal rank, and with the cruelty of the fate of the late Queen 
| of France, who can behold without pity the lot of the no 
9 leſs virtuous Madame la Fayette. She eſcaped from the 
| fangs of the tyrant Robeſpierre, being, as well as her huſ- 
band, the object of his fury (for it was the fate of General 
La Fayette to be always deteſted by tyrants); that amiable 
woman having ſeen her neareſt, and her deareſt relations, 
her mother and her ſiſter, dragged to the ſcaffold ; on the 
eve of being dragged to it herſelf, availed herſelf of the firſt 
moment fhe had to eſcape from the fury of that tyrant to fly 
to the ſuccour of her huſband in the priſon of a regular go- 
vernment. She had the good fortune, not without ſome 
dexterity and contrivance, to obtain an audience of the Em- 
peror, together with her two daughters, the eldeſt not yet 
ſeventeen years of age. She requeſted permiſſion to ſee her 
huſband, that ſhe might endeavour to alleviate his ſuffer- 
ings, and to adminiſter ſome comfort to him in the gloom 
of his impriſonment. The Emperor did not hear their 
prayer without emotion; he ſhewed the ſtrongeſt marks of 
humanity, for he has not yet been long enough in the world 
to witneſs thoſe things which too often tend to harden the 


heart. He applauded her conduct; immediately Frances 
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that part of her requeſt which related to her being confined _ 


with her huſband. But with reſpect to the other part of her 


requeſt, he made uſe of the following expreſſion, to which 1 


beg the attention of the Houſe : 44 With reſpeck to the im- 
e priſonment of General La Fayette, it is a complicated buſi- 
« neſs; my hands are bound upon the ſubject.” Now I 


appeal to the Houſe whether I am not warranted in ſaying 
that General La Fayette and his companions are not the pri- 


ſoners of the Emperor. She loſt no time, but haitened to 
the dungeon ; but even this favour was by ſome thought too 
great for her; for, on her arrival at Olmutz, the governor 


of the fortreſs told her that her huſband, having attempted. 
to eſcape, was therefore ſubject to the rigour of the place, 
and that he muſt inform her of it; and that if ſhe entered 


the priſon ſhe could not be exempted from the ſame rigour. 
"This menace did not difluade her; but true it is that the me- 
nace has been carried into execution. The Emperor had in- 


formed her the would find her huſband well treated. What 
were her feelings when ſhe entered the priſon ? She ſaw her 


huſband ſinking under his hardſhips, pale and emaciated ; 


ſhe learnt from him that the firſt change of raiment he had 
was brought to him that very day. It was of the coarſeſt. 
materials. That the coarſe materials were brought to him 
on purpoſe, and that he was inſultingly told it was ſo, and 
that it was the fitteſt for a man like him to wear. In this 
ſituation Madame La Fayette requeſted the ſervice of a female 
attendant, which was peremptorily refuſed. Under theſe. 
_ circumſtances ſhe has continued in priſon, ſharing the cruel 
fate of her unfortunate huſband. 'Theſe are facts of which 
the public are in poſſcſhon, and which, if doubted, I can 
prove. Whatever we may admire in the fortitude of the fe- 
male character is here exhibited, but we cannot forget the 
delicacy of the female frame, and we know it is not calcu- 
lated to endure the dreadful hardſhips of ſuch a gloomy. 
dungeon; accordingly it appears that the health of this vir- 
tuous woman ſuffered greatly, She ventured to prefer "7 
requeſt for permiſſion to repair to Vienna for the benefit of | 
medical aſſiſtance. This is a fact of which there is no doubt. 
After the interval of three months ſhe received the follow. 


ing anſwer : „His Imperial Majeſty is pleaſed to ſignify, 
that you ſhall, on no account, be permitted to repair io 
Vienna. With reſpect to quitting the priſon of your huſ- 


band, you are at liberty to do it, but it is on condition that 
What a refinement on cruelty was 


you return no more.” 


this! What an ingenious device to add to the afflictions of i 
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this afflicted lady! Mark the diabolical condition! Yes, 
you ſhall be at liberty to quit your place of confinement, but 
you ſhall return no more]! You have ſacrificed your health 
for the ſociety of your huſband ! You ſhall now ſacrifice 
the ſociety of your huſband to reſtore your health! This is 
a refinement of cruelty which would put to the bluſh the 
greateſt poet who ever attempted to paint cruelty in its moſt 1 
odious colours! I will now read to you the reply of this 92 
amiĩable woman, this partner in the ſufferings of the molt af- El 
flicted huſband. N | . 5 


LETTER OF MADAME DE LA FAYETTE. —_— 


e The commandant of Olmutz informed me yeſterday, that, in anſwer to my | M 


1 
5 
4 


FFF 
n 


requeſt of being allowed to go fr eight days to Vienna for the purpoſe of con- 
ſulting the faculty, his Imperial Majeſty ſignified that, on no conſideration what- 
ever, I am to be permitted to viſit that capital; and that he will conſent to my 
_ quitting this priſon only on condition of never entering it more. I have the honou, | 

to reiterate the anſwer which J made to the Commandant.—To ſolicit the aſſiſt- 
| ance which the ſtate of my health requires is a duty which 1 owed my family and 
my friends; bur they are ſenſible that it is not poſſible for me to purchaſe it at 


the price at which it is offered, I cannot forget that while we were both on the 
point of periſhing; me, by the tyranny of Robeſpierre; M. de Ja Fay- 


ette, by the moral and phyfical ſuffering of his captivity; that I was not allowed 

to obtain any acceunt of him, or to inform him that his children and myſelf were 

yet in exiſtence 3 and nothing ſhall tempt me to expoſe myſelf a ſecond time to 

the horrors of ſuch a ſeparation, Whatever then may be the ſtate of my health 

or the inconveniencies which may reſult to myſelf and my daughters from this ha- 

bitation, we will all three avail ourſelves with gratitude of the goodneſs of his Im- 
perial Majeſty, who permits us to ſhare this captivity in all its details.“ 


Sir, this letter unfolds to us another inſtance of barbarity. 
| During the ſpace of two and twenty months, Mad. la Fayette 
was ſeparated from her huſband, in the courſe of which he 
was not permitted to know any thing of the exiſtence of his 
wife ; but they are now together in the ſame gloomy dungeon, 
which has already ſo affected the health of this amiable and 
_ unfortunate lady, that, from the laſt accounts from the place 
of her confinement, there is too much reaſon to apprehend 
that the priſon in which ſhe is now confined will become her 
tomb. With reſpect to the young ladies, her daughters, the 
eldeſt of whom is not yet ſeventeen years of age, they are 
not allowed to be confined in the ſame priſon with their pa- 
rents. They are kept in ſeparate dungeons, that being the 
Tule of the priſon wherein they are confined. —They are 
kept in this inclement ſeaſon, for ſixteen hours in ſolitary 
confinement. The horrors which have followed the French 

2 8 revolution 
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revolution are ſo numerous and complicated that it will b 


the work of future ages to contemplate them, in which the 


ſufferings of theſe innocent females will make a ſtriking 
figure. To thoſe who believe that religion is the beſt guide 
of human actions, the beſt foundation for moral virtue, it 
will be matter of wonder, when they reflect on the hard- 


ſhips of theſe virtuous ſufferers. It will be matter of ad- 


miration for them to read of the virtuous reſignation of ma- 


dame de la Fayette, who became the partner of the afflictions. 
of her hutband in a difmal dungeon, and who preferred her 


connubial affection to her liberty and life. But what will the 


Friends of religion ſay, when they learn that all this miſery 
was occaſioned by thoſe who have from day to day hypocriti- 
cally contended that they are armed, and that they fight in 


the cauſe of religion and morality, but who in truth make 


uſe of theſe words to exerciſe the moſt wanton cruelty on virtue 
and helpleſs innocence to gratify a cold malice ! We all know - 


that in the Roman Catholic faith, it is a ceremonial of piety, 


and devotion to attend maſs, for the object, as the profeſſors 
of that faith believe, to obtain pardon for ſins by manifeſta- 
tion of ſincere repentance. Theſe ladies are of this perſua- 


ſion. They are not now permitted the exerciſe of this de- 
votion, which, as Chriſtians, they believe to be eſſential to 
their ſalvation ! This has been refuſed to their earneſt ſoli- 


citation. But of this I will ſay no more; I know the 
Houſe will be glad to be relieved from the further contem- 
plation of ſo afflicting a ſcene ! Of the truth however of all 


theſe facts there is no doubt, although they have been 


denied. I know too it has been ſaid, that thoſe who yes 0 


forward theſe matters do an injury to thoſe whom they with 
to ſerve, Thoſe who have read what has been publiſhed in 
the courſe of this war cannot be unacquainted with the publi- 


cation of Malet Du Pan. He has given to the public a poſis 

if have ſtated, 
and upon the truth of which I pledge myſelf. His publica- 
tion upon this ſubject I have in my hand; but as it is in 
French, perhaps the Houſe will excuſe me from reading the 


tive contradiction of many of the facts which 


original to them. The ſubſtance of it is, that he wiſhes for the 


_ ſake of theſe ſufferers this ſubject had not been agitated at * 
He wiſhes the names of theſe perſons to remain in total filence 
till hiſtory ſhall have removed the veil. It is rather an ex- 


traordinary way, I think, for a man, who profeſles friend- 


ſhip for the afflicted, to ſhew his friendſhip, by wiſhing that 
the names of the afflifted ſhould never be mentioned until 
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hiſtory has removed the veil! He ſays that the Emperor has 
acted throughout this affair in a manner that is irreproach- 
able, and adds, that to the exertions of thoſe who have 
intereſted themſelves ſo much in behalf of theſe unfortunate 
perſons 1s owing the whole of their preſent ſufferings. I do 
not belicve that any fuch conſiderations weigh in that man- 
ner with his Imperial Majeſty, I do not charge the Emperor 
with being perſonally the author of the ſufferings of theſe un- 
| happy perſons. Nor do I believe that if he were, the praiſes 
of Malet Du Pan would induce the world to beſtow upon 
the Emperor the title of Titus inſtead of Nero. 
Whatever may be the opinion of this Houſe of the political 
principles of general la Fayette, I know that he is a man who 
would not purchaſe his liberty even from his preſent confine- 
ment, by retracting his opinions. He gave to the world a 
proof of it when his liberty was offered to him on condition 
ol his betraying the French, in whoſe cauſe he was then ens 
caged. I do not believe that this Houſe will difapprove of 
kim for refuſing to betray thoſe who confided in his integrity. 
T do not believe either, that this Houſe, or this nation, have 
any reſentment againſt him for having been the author of the 
plan for aſſembling a national guard, whoſe exertions have 
tended ſo much to eſtabliſh the Republick of France. Still 
zeſs ſhould I be inclined to believe that this Houſe or this 
country diſapprove of him, becauſe he was the companion 
and the friend of the illuſtrious Waſhington in America. I 
have too high an opinion of the liberality of the people of 
this country to ſuppoſe they would harbour a ſentiment ſo 
mean. It then becomes this Houſe to ſhew, that, as the re- 
- preſentatives of a great and powerful people, living under a 
Rees conſtitution, they entertain ſentiments that are much 
more magnanimous, and that they have hearts to feel for 
ſuffering virtue and oppreſſed innocence. 5 
I owe an apology to the Houſe for having detained it fo 
long, on branches that are collateral to the queſtion which I 
intended to ſubmit. I reſt the foundation of the motion 
which I ſhall propoſe to the Houſe upon the fact, that 
general la Fayette 1s not the priſoner of the Emperor 
' for which I have the Emperor's own authority, by which 
he ftates that general la Fayette is not his priſoner, 
for he ſays exprefsly, that « his hands are tied in this 
'buſineſs.” I hold in my hand, a letter in the hand- 
writing of Madam la Fayette herſelf, the lady of whom I 
have been ſpeaking, verifying the fact of this being the an- 
wer of his Imperial Majefty. I think it nnpoſlible torgivs 
| N | | 3 better 


n 
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2 better explanation of the matter; if the Emperor's hands 
are tied in the buſineſs, by whom are they tied? By whom 
can they be tied but by his allies ? To whom am I applying? 
'To a Houſe of Parliament competent to addreſs a Monarch 
10w in alliance with his Imperial Majeſty. The King of 
Pruſſia was an ally of the Emperor in this war; publick ru - 
mour aſcribed to him the cauſe of general la Fayette's im- 
priſonment. That prince, however, did not chuſe to con- 
tinue in the odious character of jailor to general la Fayette 
and his companions, and therefore he transferred them to 
Vienna; It has been ſaid indeed, that in truth they have 
not exchanged for the better; on which I need ſay nothing. 
I now therefore call on this Houſe for a vindication of the 
Britiſh name by calling for an interference to put an end to 
this odious cruelty. If neither the meaſure I propoſe, nor any 
other of a ſimilar tendency ſhall be adopted, (and if any ſuch 
is in contemplation, I ſhall be happy to withdraw mine) the 
odium of this cruelty mult reſt with this Houſee. 
The right honourable gentleman told us lately, there was 
not an Engliſhman from the higheſt to the loweſt, who was 
not entitled to participate in the glory ariſing from the 
achievements of the Auſtrian arms, under the auſpices of 
the Archduke Charles. If it be, how will they like to have 
it added, that they muſt alſo participate in the ſhame which 
ariſes out of the injuſtice and tyranny of keeping theſe un- 
fortunate perſons, unneceſſarily, wantonly, and cruelly in the A 
molt diſmal impriſonment ? for fo it muſt be if this Houſe EL 
refuſes to interfere in the preſent inſtance. Upon theſe ö 
grounds I ſhall propoſe an addreſs ſimiliar to that which 1 | ö 
had the honour of moving on a former occaſion to another 
Houſe of Commons. I am ſpeaking in a moment which I 
conſider as favourable to a meaſure of this nature. We have 
ſet on foot a negociation, fer the ſucceſs of which we have — 
the anxious wiſhes and the fervent prayers of ſuffering hu- k 
manity. Am I permitted to hope that the horrors and cala- 
mities which have too long been felt, and have filled the 
minds and hearts of men, are about to ſubſide. That by 
they are to be ſucceeded by mild and benevolent diſpoſitions? _—_ 
Sure I am, that thoſe who have entered into this negociation | $ 
cannot give to the world at large a better pledge of their 
having diveſted their minds of that virulence and rancour 
which ſuch a dreadful conflict too naturally creates, than by 
agreeing to the meaſure which I ſhall propoſe. Shall I be per- 
mitted to ſay, that on the part of our allies a compliance with 
our defire iu this caſe will be no bad indication of their fincere 
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wiſhes for the reſtoration of Peace? Thoſe who ſee the queſ- 
tion in the light that I do, will agree with me in the follow 


| ing motion : 


ee That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to repreſent to his Ma. | 
jeſty, that it appears to this Houſ- that the detention of general la Fayette, Pureau 


de Puſy, and J. atour Maubourg, in the priſon of his Majeſty's ally, che Emreror 


of Germany, is highly injurious to his Imperial M. jeſty, and to the common 
eauſe of the Allies; and humbly to implore hi: Majeſty to intercede in ſuch man- 
ner as to his wiſdom ſhall ſeem moit proper for the delivetance of theſe unfortu- 
hate perſons.” | „ | 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, Sir, I riſe with the utmoſt readineſs and 
ſatisfaction to ſecond the motion, which has juſt been made. 
But I will not for a moment prevent you from ſtating the 
queſtion to the Houſe, nor will I rifque the chance of weaken- 


Ing the impreſſion made upon the underſtanding and feelings 
of the Houſe by adding any thing to what has been fo forci- 


bly and eloquently advanced by my honourable friend, till I 
hear what can poſſibly be urged in oppoſition to that irreſi- 
ſtible appeal, which he has made to the juſtice and humanity 


of a Britiſh legiſlature. | 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer and Mr. Windam roſe 
nearly at the ſame time; and the Houſe loudly called on 


Mr. Windam, but the Chancellor of the Exchequer having 


obtained the preference, began, 1 
Sir, in preventing the honourable gentleman from deli- 
vering his ſentiments, I am ſenſible that the taſk which | 
have taken out of his hands, is one that neither that gentle- 
man or myſelf can poſſibly touch upon with any degree of 
ſatisfaction, becauſe, feeling what I am perſuaded I feel with 
every member of the houſe, I readily admit that a more 
ſtriking and pathetic appeal was never made to the feelings 
bf the Houſe, than in the eloquent and affecting ſpeech 
which introduced the motion of the honourable gentleman. 
Irreſtible, however, as that appeal was, addreſſed to the 
ſenſibility of every individual preſent, I am aware that this 
is a queſtion to be decided by the underſtanding alone, and 


therefore cannot decline ſtating to the Houſe my reaſons for 


negativing the motion. It is more pecuharly incumbent 
upon me to undertake the taſk, as the honourable gentleman, 


in that part of his ſpeech which was the moſt argumenta- 


tive, referred particularly to what I had faid on a former 
. occaſion. The argument indeed hes in a very narrow com. 
- paſs. I hope I need not declare that if I were ſatisfied of 


the exiſtence of the facts, even to the tenth part of wha 
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has been ſtated by the honourable gentleman, and if it de- 


pended upon me to decide whether thoſe facts ſhould cor 
tinue to exiſt; I ſhould not for a moment heſitate what courſe 


to purſue. I am perſuaded that if the circumſtances were 
ſuch as have been deſcribed, and the cafe of a nature which 
came within the cognizance of the Houſe, there could not 


poſlibly exiſt the ſmalleſt difference of opinion on the ſubject. 
But I contend that however the. Houſe may be affected by 
the repreſentation of facts, which has reached the honour- 
able gentleman, and which I have no doubt he has reaſon 
to believe to be true, though I have heard a very oppoſite 


ſtatement of the tranſaction, that the cafe is one which does 


properly call for our interference. The Houſe are in po- 
ſion of no facts which authoriſe them to take any decided 


ſtep on the occaſion ; there is nothing to ſatisfy them that 


the detention ot La Fayette is a circumſtance at all to be in- 


fluenced by their authority, or connected with any exertion 


of their power. However their humanity be intereſted in 
the recital, conſidered as a queſtion of political relations, 


It is one, which does not at all come within their cogni- 


zance. But how does the matter ſtand ? The honourable 
gentleman has quoted a verbal report of a ſpeech of his Im- 
perial Majeſty, who is repreſented as having ſaid, „That 


the matter did not depend upon him; that it was a very 
complicated affair; that his hands were bound up.“ He 


therefore ſuppoſes from this declaration of the Emperor, 
that the detention of La Fayette is an event which depends 
on the will of his Britanic Majeſty, as an ally of that prince, 
But upon what ground is ſuch a ſuppbſition formed? From 
whatever motive of duty or obligation the Emperor may 
have aCted in adopting this meaſure of the detention of LA 


Fayette, by what inference can it be concluded that the 


King of Great Britain is either implicated in the motive; 


or a party to the engagement? As to the queſtion of any 
ſuch engagement, I now declare in the moſt publick, ſolemn 
and explicit manner, that I know of no obligation expreſled, 


implied or underſtood by his Majeſty, as at all connected 


with the tranſaction. I know of no communication that 
has paſſed on the ſubject between the courts of London and 
Vienna. No opinion has been aſked from this country, nor 
has any reaſon been offered to believe that it was 2 queſtion 
on which we could have any influence to decide. It is & 
tranſaction in which his Majeſty has not had the ſmalleſt 


participation, and with reſpect to which, he can have na 


Tight to interfere. As to. the colours in which the h 
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able gentleman has repreſented that tranſaction, there can 
be but one feeling; and to whatever degree the repreſentation 
may be juſt, if it was a caſe in which the Houſe could with 
propriety interfere, there could be but one ſentimeut as to 
the courſe which ought to be adopted on the preſent occa- 
ſion. For my own part, whatever be the ground of his original 
detention, which I now do not mean to difcuſs, however 
quſtifiable the right which may have been exerciſed in the firit 
inſtance, I have no heſitation in ſaying with reſpect to him, 
as with reſpect to any other individual, that if the ſeverity 
of his impriſonment 3 is carried to any ching beyond what is 
neceſſary for the purpoſe of ſafe cuſtody, if it is ee 
nied with any circumſtances of inſult, crucity and outrag 
ſuch a conduct cannot fail to meet the ſtrongeſt ben 
ſion, and to excite the warmeſt indignation in every manly 
and feeling mind. 

We have no means of judging of the facts; very oppo- 
ſite ſtatements have undoubtedly been ſubmitted to the pub- 
lick. But even after the ſympathy which has been produced 
by the narration of the honourable mover, I will venture 
coolly to ſubmit to the judgment of the Houſe, whether we 
are bound to take upon ourſelves the reſponſibility of any act 
of cruelty, injuſtice or oppreſſion, which may be committed 
by a power with whom we are upon a footing of amity and 
alliance? If we admit the principle in one inſtance, we 

muſt equally adopt it in all. We mult take up the reſolu- 
tion not to continue in habits of intercourſe and friendly 
communication with any foreign ſtate, while we leave un- 
redreſſed any act of ſeverity, cruelty, barbarity and oppreſſion 
which we may ſuppoſe to be ſanctioned by the government. 
The honourable gentleman adverted to the ſufferings of the 
partners of La Fayette's captivity, under the tyranny of Rober- 
ſpierre. I need not remind the Houſe how greatly the 
cruelties exerciſed towards thouſands by that bloody tyrant 
exceeded thoſe which are repreſented in this inſtance as 
_ exerciſed towards one individual; nor were the victims of 
his opprẽſſion of a character leſs deſerving than the object 
who is now held out to your compaſſion, many of them 
indeed were perſons of the moſt exalted virtue. But was it 
ever ſtated by gentlemen on the other fide that the cruelty 
of Roberſpierre was a reaſon which ought to prevent us 
from forming any connection wizh his government, and en- 
tering inte habits of friendly intercourſe with the French 
nation. Did not they hold a directly oppoſite line of argu- 

| ment? And in bes to their . in favour of 
immediate 
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immediate negociation, did we ever urge our horror of the | 
perſon of the tyrant, or deteſtation of hiscrimes, was the rea- | 
ſons why he could not adopt their recommendation ? On 
the contrary, we were molt careful to {tate that the ſame 
principle which gave birth to his crimes, alſo operated in a 
way that precluded us from any hope of being able to 
treat with effect. We ſaid, „ Shew us the ſecurity that we 
may expect from the reſult of negociation, and we ſhall then 
be ready to treat: we ſhall wave all objections to the cha- 
racter and conduct of the government, if you ſhall convince 
us that theſe are not connected with circumſtances, which 
operate as a bar to peace.” If we ſaw nothing in the chap 
racer of that government to prevent negociation, provided a 
proper ſecurity could have been obtained, can we poſſibly 
admit the principle, that in proportion to our connection 
with a foreign power, we take upon ourſelves a reſponſibility 
for the ſeperate concerns of the government, and the part> 
cular tranſactions ſanctioned by their authority? Whatever 
judgment we may entertain with reſpect to the tranſaction in 
queition, whether the miniſters of his Imperial Majeſty have 
adviſed him well or ill; whether they have acted conforma- 1 
bly to the law of nations and the rights of war in the deten 
tion of M. la Fayette, we are not called to pronounce upon 
any deciſion which they have adopted. We have no more i 
right to interfere in this inſtance than with reſpect to any _ ; 
other exerciſe of municipal authority. Are we to make a 
condition of our connection with any foreign country, that 
its criminal law ſhall be equitably and leniently adminiſtered z \ 
or if juſtice be perverted from its courſe, and puniſhment | 
Tigoroully enſorced, to conceive that the guilt is ours, if we 
do not interfere with the means of redreſs? Let us put a 
ſtronger caſe than the preſent inſtance. Let us ſuppoſe that 
any body of ſubjects in Hungary ſhould complain that the 
Tights of the nation were invaded, and the people reduced 
do a ſtate of the moſt abject and cruel oppreſſion, ſhould we 
in conſequence of ſuch a repreſentation be entitled to interfere 
in order to vindicate their privileges and reſcue them from 
the tyranny of the ſovereign? But let us bring the caſe 
home to ourſelves, and aſk how this country would feel if 
any interference were attempted by a foreign power with 
reſpect to the proceedings of its government? I hope that 
this country never will nor can produce any paralell inſtance. 
to the tranfaction in queſtion. But let us for a moment 
ſuppoſe that we were parties to any tranſaction of ſuch a nature 
to cxc(ite feelings of compaſſion, regret, and horror in 
| fereign 


a 
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foreign nations, and to produce from them an interference 
founded on ſuch ſentiments, ſhould we conceive them juſti- 
fied to make their feelings the ſtandard of our condut—to 
let up their judgement in oppoſition to our authority, and 
by their interference, controul our independence? I will 


Kate a ſtrong caſe: Let us ſuppoſe that ſome country, not 
a party to the ſlave trade, ſhould take upon itſelf to interpoſe 


with reſpect to our conduct in this traffic. If humanity and 
juſtice are abſtractly ſtated as ſufficient grounds of interfer- 
ence, here is a trade carried on in oppoſition to the eternal 
principles of juſtice, and accompanied with inſtances of 
cruelty and outrage the moſt ſhocking to humanity. What 
inſtance of individual oppreſſion can be put in competition 
with the injuſtice of a traffic which ſtrikes at the root of 
every moral obligation. What caſe of private ſuffering can 
be brought forward ſo attrocious in its nature or dreadful in 
its circumſtances ? Yet feeling as I do on that ſubject, and 
ſuppoſing even the Emperor actuated by ſimilar ſentiments, 
 wauld I, or thoſe who think with me on the queſtion, 
conceive his Imperial Majeſty to be juſtified if he made the 


ſuppreſſion of the ſlave trade a condition of his alliance with | 


us? Would not every man in this Houſe repell with in- 
dignation this interference with our domeſtic economy, this 
Invafion of the authority of our government, this inſult to 


Our national independence? I will not dwell longer on the 


ſubject. No, inſtance of ſuch interference as is now propo- 
ſegl has ever occurred at any former period. No cafe has 
been made out, with calls upon the Houſe to interfere, nor 


could ſuch interference be attempted without eſtabliſhing a 
principle of the moſt unwarrantable tendency ; a principle- 


inconſiſtent with the internal policy and independent rights of 
foreign ſtates. I cannot therefore comply with the invitation, 


which the honourable gentleman has held out, to interfere 
In this inſtance. It would be improper for this Houſe to 
take any ſhare in a tranſaction, which in no degree comes | 
within their province, and on which their deciſion could 
have no influence. I defire moſt explicitly to ſtate, that it 
Mall not be underſtood or ſuppoſed, that it depends on any 


Jetermination of this Houſe, or on any right of this country, 
to prevent the Emperor from prolonging the detention of Me 
Ja Fayette. AER 


Mr. Fox ſaid, when upon the queſtion to which the atten- 


tion of the Houſe is now directed, I feel upon the one fide an 
appeal fo forcibly made to humanity, to juſtice, and to po- 


cy, which it is attempted to clude by an elaborate diſplay 
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pf ſophiſtry, upon the other I cannot delay one moment to 
give utterance to the ſentiments with which I am impreſſed. 
Notwithſtanding the diſapprobation I feel of the manner in 


which the right honourable gentleman has argued the ſub- . i 
ject, I am glad to find one good effect that has ariſen from 1 
the difſcuſſion; I rejoice to find that the enormity which my 
| honourable friend fo eloquently painted, is at length admit- 8 
ted; that it is agreed that France in the worſt times ö 
of the tyranny of Roberſpierre, that the hiſtory of the 8 
world cannot produce an inſtance of injuſtice, of eruelty, of | 
oppreſſion, more aggravated, though not in the extent, in 1 
principle and in the individual application, than the treat- Wi 
ment which general la Fayette has experienced from the Ally 1 


of t!iis country. But the honourable gentleman doubts the 
truth of the facts which have been ſtated. Certainly there 
s is no legal proof, no formal evidence, to ſubſtantiate them; 
1 but without any very favourable opinion of the candour of gen- 
tlemen upon the other ſide; a quality which, with regard to my- 
ſelf, I cannot diſcover any extraordinary diſpoſition to prac- 


tiſe, I will undertake, if neceſſary, to furniſh ſuch evidence 

as cannot fail to place the matter beyond diſpute, and which, 
1 they themſelves could not refuſe to admit. But is not the | 
5 circumſtance a point of notoriety? Is it not true beyond 1 | 
' the poſſibility of contradiction ? Can any degree of doubt | 
be thrown upon the anſwer which Madame La Fayette re- 1 
2 _ ceived from the Emperor, or the letter in reply to the alter- Wi. 
4 native that was propoſed to her application? Do we not | 1 
£ know that a government embarked in a war in defence of 1 8 ii 
5 religion, the principles of humanity, and the exiſtence of 1 
: focial order, upon the requeſt of this illuſtrious lady, did 1 
4 not merely refuſe the favour, but, as my honourable friend 1 
5 ſo well expreſſed it, with a diabolical refinement of cruelty il | 
3 and of inſult, connected the refuſal with an inſidious endea- vil. 
85 vour to tempt her from her character, her principles and her 1 
j honourable and virtuous purpoſe. What are the terms || | 
which they annex to the indulgence they offer? You muſt. WW 

not come to Vienna; you may go elſewhere ;z but it is upon 

condition of the deſertion of your huſband for ever! The  !; 


letter which records this inſulting, this human propoſal, i 
is public, its authenticity is inconteftible. And can we | ik 


FE 
4 
+1 
. 
i 
® 
1 


doubt that the miniſters who adviſed the Emperor, who can- 
not be ſuppoſed to have been acquainted with the true cha- 
racter of this deteſtable proceeding, to commit an outrage, 
| to dilgrace himſelf by an act of cruelty, never ſurpaſſed by 
the tyranny of Roberſpierre, are guilty? Let us not think 
Vor. I. 1796. . 3 ö 
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to juſtify the conduct by any doubt of its truth. The facts 
are ſuch as every man may judge, and the only reſult of his 
judgment mult be that they are true. 

But, ſays the right honourable gentleman, if we inter- 
fere upon the preſent occafion, ſtrong as it is, we violate the 


gcneral principle that prohibits us to interfere i in the internal 


regulations of independent ſlates. Has he, however, for- 


gotten the general argument which he has ſo frequently 
urged to us upon many important queſtions? „ Is tlie 
principle to be admitted with no limitation; can the rule 
ſuffer no exception ?” The only difference we have had 


with him is, whether in the caſes for which he contended 
the exception was to be endured? When the power of the 


crown is to be enereaſed at the expence of the liberties of 


the people, when the conſtitution is to be infringed, when 
the privileges of this Houſe are to be diſregarded, the right 
honourable gentleman has no objection to abandon the prin- 


ciple, and to be guided by the exception, and it is only 
when an illuſtrious ſufferer is to be irced from the dungeons 


a) 


of deſpotiſm; it is only when humanity, when juſtice, when 
virtue plead their ſtrongeſt claims, that a general rule cannot 
ſoften, in his eſtimation. the ſmalleſt portion of its rigour. 

If in one inſtance we admit the exception, here alone he 
perceives no limits to its application. It is ſaid, that there 
Are no precedents; I will, however, tell the eee 
gentleman that there are many precedents in the hiſtory of 


Europe, ſome where ſuch interferences were without effect; 
others, when they were employed with ſucceſs. When our 


Ambaſſador left Paris at the beginning of the preſent conteſt, 
| he left behind him a powerful interceſſion in fayour of the 
_ unfortunate King. Is the cate of the interference of France 
in favour of Aſgill, referred to in an elegant book which 


every body has read, unknown, and does this form no pre— 
cedent ? I with to know what: there was in the connection 


pf France with America ſo intimate and ſo peculiar, that 
warranted that court to do with America what we cannot 
attempt with Auſtria? Were they more cloſely unitedþy the 
Aature of their cauſe, or the circumſtances of their alliance, 


than we to that Ally with whom we employ ſuch ſcrupulous 
delicacies ? After the glorious ſhare which we were to be 
proud to boaſt in the victories of the Archduke, can we 


doubt of the intimacy of the relation only where it may pro- 
mote the cauſe of humanity and of juſtice? The words of 
the Emperor are clear and intelligible : his hands are tied up ; 
be is pound. — this does not mean u chat the 8 - 
oun 
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bound by any law. 1s he ſo ſhort of power, eſpecially in the 55 
country which is the ſcene of this atrocity, that he does not 1 
poſſeſs the authority to liberate a priſoner unjuſtly detained ? = 
Then he muſt be bound by his Allies; he muſt then be 1 
bound by ſome- one of thoſe known powers with whom he 
is connected. To ſhew, therefore, that Great Britain is 
not the power to whom this injuſtice is to be aſcribed, to 
preſerve our honour and our character unſullied, I call upon 
the Houſe to paſs a vote that will reſcue us from the impu- 
tation of being concerned in ſo deteſtable a tranſaction, 
and attach the infamy to the party to whom in reality it be- 
longs. 5 | 0 = 
But we are told, you will interfere in the domeſtic eco- 
nomy and regulations of independent ſtates. I anſwer no: 
this is not a queſtion which affects domeſtic economy. I 
ſee General La Fayette and his unfortunate companions 
transferred from the priſons of the King of Pruſha to the 
dungeons of the Emperor; and why? but becauſe he was 
conſidered the priſoner of the Allies. I am aware that a 
cavil may be employed, but ſurely it cannot be employed 
with ſucceſs; viz. that, as General La Fayette was taken 
prifoner before we engaged in the war, he 1s their priſoner 
only who were then engaged. TI hope, however, that ſuch 
a pitiful cavil will not be urged. The transfer of this 
unfortunate man from his original place of confinement is a 
complete proof that he was not the priſoner of the King of 
Pruſſia, not the priſoner of the Emperor of Germany, but 
that he was the priſoner of the powers confederated againſt 
France. And can this be called an interference in domeſtic 
policy? Is General La Fayette the ſubject of the Emperor ? 
or was he taken up for violating laws which he was bound to 
obey? Noz he was taken as a priſoner of war; and then, 
of courſe, he ought to be held as the priſoner of the Allies 
Jointly, according to the law of nations. Be it then, that he 
is to be conſidered as a priſoner of war (though even this is 
a point which may admit of diſpute) it is a common cuſtom : 
to allow to ſuch their liberty upon their parole, and upon 5 
condition that they ſhall not again ſerve during the war. 
But was any ſuch propoſal made to la Fayette? No: with 
that diabolical malice which prompted the miniſters of the 
Emperor to endeavour to tempt the wife of this illuſtrious 
ſufferer to depart. from the magnanimous purpoſe ſhe had 
formed of ſuccouring her oppreſſed huſband, they in vain 
attempted to ſeduce the gallant la Fayette to renounce that 
bright reputation he has fo honourably acquired, to tarniſh 
E22 
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thoſe laurels with which he is decked, to ſacriſice that proud 
and dignified character that will flouriſh in the annals of the 
world, and live in eſtimation of poſterity, when kings and 
the crowns they wear are mouldering in the duſt, Will you 
give a ſanction to thoſe who diſapprove the conſtitution to 


take up arms to deſtroy it? La Fayette, white he diſapproved 


the meaſures by which he was driven from his country, felt 
a magnanimity that did not permit him to promote the de- 
ſigus of thoſe who were confederated againſt it; nor would 
he violate, by a treacherous act, that duty and that affection 


which he {till felt for his country. I hope and truſt, there- 


fore, that the Houſe will feel that La Fayette was detained, 
not as a ſubject of the Emperor upon a criminal oharge, but 
that he was confined as a priſoner of war, and not as a pri- 


ſoner of the Emperor, but as a priſoner of the allies. 


Shall I be told by the right honourable gentleman that 
there is no connection between the infamy of ſo baſe an in- 
Juſtice as this, and the very ſucceſs with which a common 
cauſe is purſued ? Suppoſe that, at the period when this 


country was at peace with France, when her internal ſitua- 
tion was ſuch as would not have induced the right honour- 


able gentleman to interfere, had he been united with her by 


| treaties, and about to act with her as an ally in defence of 


religion, of humanity, and of ſocial order, would he not have 
ſaid to her rulers, the object of the confederacy cannot be 
purſued with ſucceſs, unleſs you remove the ſcandal and the 
diſgrace which your internal proceedings muſt occaſion? Con- 
ceive too that, at the period when the reſtoration of mo- 


narcy in France, and ſuch an idea was certainly acted upon 
to a certain degree at leaſt, the Emperor of Germany had 
throw into priſon the Count of Provence, who now claims 
the Crown, would it have been poſſible to have proſecuted 


the war with any appearance of propriety without obtaining 
his liberation? Should we not have interceded in his favour 
co avoid the appearance of fo glaring an inconfiſtenqy. 
Where is the difference, I would atk, between this and the 
preſent caſe ? When a war is pretended to be undertaken t0 
defend religion, juſtice, and iocial order, 18 1t poſſible, while 
fuch unheard of cruelty exiſts, while it is perpetrated by one. 


of the allies, co-operating to chat object, in the perſon of a 


warm friend to limited monarchy, a martyr of that cauſe and 
to his principles, that the cauſe can be proſecuted with ſuc- 


ceſs, that the confederates can merit any confidence in their 


ſincerity ? It is not enough to vindicate the honour of this 


country from the partnerſhip of ſo vile a tranſaction. We 
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are told by the right honourable gentleman, that Great Bri- 


tain is perfectly free from any part of the blame. We ought | 
not to be content with ſo unſatisfactory a declaration upon 
ſo nice and delicate a ſubject. We ſhould declare, not by a 


miniſterial aflertion, but by that interceſſion we ought to 


make with our ally, that we are wholly unconcerned, and 


that ſo far as lies in our power, we have done every thing 
to vindicate ourſelves from the inſamy, and to remedy the in- 


juſtice. Is it contrary to the rights of independent ſtates, | 


and the cuſtom of nations, to intercede with an ally in the 


cauſe of humanity ? Many inftances have occurred when this 
interceſhon has been made with ſucceſs, and none is to be 


found where it gave offence. Has the right honourable gen- 
tleman forgot the humane interpoſition of the court of France 


with its ally, America, in favour of Mr. Afpill ? Does he not | 


know that ſuch interpoſition was made with effect? He cer- 


tainly does know that fact. But when we reflect upon the 
nature of the alliance which ſubſiſts between this country 
and Auſtria, the loans which from year to year the Emperor 


has received, the peculiar alacrity, and the extraordinary man- 


ner with which miniſters have ſtepped forward to ſupply his 


neceſlities, muſt not every man acknowledge that here, if in 
any caſe, there is as little room for ſcruple as there would be 
ground for offence? Here, without arrogant preſumption or 
raſh interference, we might recommend to our ally to forbear 


à conduct that throws a ſtigma upon the cauſe we maintain, 


and reflects odium upon the parties by whom the injuſtice 
is perpetrated. Till this be done in an open and unequivocal 

manner, I mult believe that the Emperor is really bound, and 
that he is prevented from purſuing his inclinations by ſome 


ally, by whom he is in a ſituation to be controu let. 

The right honourable gentleman adduced a very ſingular 
inſtance to juſtify his argument againſt interference upon the: 
preſent occaſion. I am ſure he will Co me the juſtice to think 
that I do not look upon the ſlave trade with a more favour- 


able eye than nimſelf. He has ſtated juſtly and ſtrongly that 


few inſtances of the moſt undiſguiſed injuſtice, of the moſt 


aggravated enormity and accumulated horror, which blot the 
hiſtory of mankind, can be compared with this abominabte 
traffic. The right honourable gentleman, however, will 


agree, that for ſeveral years, the greater number of his 
colleagues in office, by their ſpeeches, by their talents, and 
much more by their influence, have been guilty of prolong- 


ing this ſyſtem of injuſtice and of guilt. The honourable 
25 gentle- 
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gentleman has all this while ſat paſſive under the infamy 
Which he mult conceive to accrue from the defence of a cauſe 
io deteſtable, without an attempt at interceſſion to accelerate 
the overthrow of ſuch injuſtice, and to vindicate the puri- 
ty of his adminiſtration. He may therefore, fairly ſay, in 
juſtification of his preſent conduct, and in ſupport of his 
_ preſent argument: If I cannot intercede in to honcurable a 
cauſe with my friends ſo near me, how can I be expect- 
ed to intercede with the Emperor of Germany in favour of 
the illuſtrious and unfortunate la Fayette? If I had the right, 
as J have not, of adviſing the right honourable gentleman in 
private, I ſhould recommend to him to employ the weight 
which his interceſſion doubtleſs would carry along with it; 
but in his publick character I have the right; and I call 
upon him, if he feels that warmth of humanity which ſome 
parts of his ſpeech ſeemed to imply, to vindicate his ſincerity 
by an interceſhon in favour of the priſoner of Olmutz, 
and at once to aſſert the cauſe of humanity and protect the 
honour of his country. 5 85 . 

The honourable gentleman ſays, that to adopt ſuch a pre- 
cedent, would be to make us parties in every internal trantac- 
tion of our allies to which any objection coul be formed. 
The honourable gentleman tells us fometimes, that it is a 
falſe mode of reatoning to argue from the rule againit 
the exception, and from the policy of the little to the policy 
of the great; and I certainly do not feel myſelf diſpoſed to 
controvert the general truth of the obtervation, but the pre- 
ſent is a caſe of mercy, that mercy which itſelf is only an ex- 
ception to the grand principle of juſtice, and held no less 
_ dignified in its nature, and no leſs honourable in its practice. 
Why then does the honourable gentleman ſtand ſo high 
upon the principle? Why does he refuſe to admit the limi- 
tation in an inſtance fo glorious and fo ennobling ? Why 
will he refuſe to deviate from the rule to form the ſplendid 
exception, at once to reflect dignity upon the principle, and 
to ſupport the cauſe of humanity in its operation. While 
the honourable gentleman has thus yielded to his cold feet- 
ings, to the unſympathiſing ſeverity of his judgment and his 
Treaſon ; while, by the frigid dictates of his underſtanding, 
he induced the Houſe to reſiſt a fimilar motion of my honour- 
able friend upon a former occaſion, the unhappy effects are 
to be ſeen in the encreaſed miſeries and aggravated oppreſ- 
ſion of the victims we deplore. The right honourable gen- 
tleman profeſſes to have admired the exalted virtues 1 the 
e 3 Eric. 
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heroic magnanimity of the unfortunate wife of general la 
Fayette, but ſo much has the ſpirit of chivalry decayed, that 
he willingly allows her to moulder without reſource in the 
receſſes of a dungeon. Much as he admures this lady's con- 
duct, ſhe is to be little benefitted by this admiration z much 
as her ſituation excited his ſympathy, he will make no effort 
for her deliverance; till the waiting progreſs of her ſufferings. 
At laſt finally puts a period to her diſtreſs, and cloſes her eyes 
to thoſe calamities which ſhe ſacrificed her life to ſhare and, 
to alleviate. If the people of this country muſt exult in the 
victories of Prince Charles, and participate in their glory, 
will they not feel with equal tranſport the triumph of 
_ relieving the unfortunate? There is one circumſtance _ 
which I cannot help obferving. I have often been ac+ 
cuſed by the honourable gentleman, becauſe I have expreſle 
ed myſelf freely in praiſe of thoſe traits of gallantry which 
the conduct of the enemy has diſplayed. But the Archduke 
Charles, poſſeſſing thoſe qualities which are the uſual com- 
panions of bravery, feels and does juſtice to the merit of 
an enemy. The dead body of a French general (Marceau), 
which had fallen into his pbwer, he reitores to his com- 
panions, and pays to his funeral thoſe laſt honours that 
are due to bravery. Had this generous Prince the diſpoſal _ 
of la Fayette, who could doubt of the conduct he would 
purſue ? Capable of appreciating the merit even of an enemy, _ 
the fame diſpoſition that induced him to render juſtice to the 
merit of Marceau, would lead him to eſteem qualities of la 
Fayette. If we may judge of the court of Vienna, from the 
character of this Prince, the Emperor muſt be bound up 
from following tus own inclination. If we are to fix the 
blame upon any particular quarter, we ſhould rather ſuſpect 
of prolonging the miſery and oppreſſion of la Fayette, thoſe, 
who have reviled all Frenchmen, who have at all been con- 
nected with the revolution, than thoſe who have ſhewn them= 
elves capable of allowing them the merit they deſerve. The 
Emperor is young in years, and in command; we all know 
now eaſy it is in courts to conceal the truth, and to communi- 
cate to his Majeſty the impreſſion that is deſired. Mad. la Fay- 
ette aſks leave to come to Vienna to obtain a conſolation con- 
cerning the deplorable ſtate of her health. She gains permiſſion 
do lcavc her priſon upon conditions with which ſhe cannot com- 
ply. Yet theſe miniſters in their low and grovelling minds, 
feemed to be afraid that they had granted too much. They : 
dreaded that the might come to Vienna and diſcloſe the horri& 
ſcene of iniquity with which the Emperor Was unacquainted. 


They 


= 3 2 5 
K a n 4 eee 1 
* e e eee Y „ 
8 . SER To 45 - ANES ö { x 2 * 
. n ty teas * ag N 
— 60: 1. * ; 
x S * 8 
Renn 2 
3 IS 


44% WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Commune 


They then ſay, you may go to Hungary, to Bohemia, or any 
where elſe you pleaſe, except Vienna'; there you are not to- 

| come. Was it from any appreheniion that ſhe who had 
= ſpent ſo much of the laſt part of her life in the dun- 
= geons of anarchy and of delſpotiſm---the who had diſtin- 
guiſhed herſelf by her pious conduct, her domeſtic temper, 

her mild and gentle virtues, was there to prove dangerous by 

her intrigues ? No; they feared that ſhe might obtain an 

| audience of the Emperor, and diſplay ſuch a picture of her 
1 huſpband's ſufferings and her own, as would ſtrike his mind 


F With indignation and horror. It is true, that theſe events to 
f 2 certain extent are publick ; that even the debates of this 7:4 
„ Houſe may be known at Vienna. But ſtill ſuch matters as FE 


this are carefully and often ſucceſsfully concealed from the 
knowledge of Princes. This will hardly be thought poſſible 
to thoſe who judge only by what they ſee in this country. 
What happened to the King of Spain, however, may prove 
E true of the Emperor of Germany. During the whole courſe 
1 of the war with Spain, his Catholic Majeſty was told, and 
FT had believed, that his troops were always victorious, and to 
his aſtoniſhment the firſt account he received of diſaſter was, 
when his miniſters, frightened into peace, informed him of 
the defeat of his army, and adviſed him to put an end to the 
war on any terms. I am convinced, it is impoſſible to be- 
heve any thing elſe, that the Emperor has been cruelly, molt. 
_ cruelly deceived, deceived in a point by which his honour is 
ſo ſeverely wounded, his character to deeply diſgraced. How 
then is the fame of the Emperor to be cleared, and his repu- 
tation to be retrieved ? How is he at length to be enabled to 
do away the injuitice, the barbarous unfeeling oppreſſion 
which ſo long has been practiſed by an abuſe of his autho- 
rity ? Suppoſe my hon. friend ſhould be ſent to Vienna for 
this object, and however unwilling to connect himſelf with 
the preſent miniſters, I am ſure in fo benevolent a miſſion as 
this, he would not refuſe to engage; would he poſleis the | 
means of explaining to the Emperor the cruelties which his 
miniſters had inflicted ? No. This could only be done by 
a communication between equals. Let the King of Great | 
Britain intimare to the Emperor by direct communication 
the true ſituation of the cafe, and the real ſentiment of the 
Britiſh nation, coming from an equal authority, it could 
not fail of ſucceſs. It would ſerve the cauſe of juſtice 
and of humanity, and afford to the Emperor ſhelter from 
the imputation of the horrors which have been committed 
under his authority, and reſcue his name from being cine 
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mitted to poſterity polluted with the guilt of ſo deteſtable an 
outrage, loaded with the infamy of ſuch lengthened oppreſ- 

| Lion. I call upon this Houſe to interpoſe its authority that 
this foul fact may be cleared up. I am ſure I ſhould ſooner 
truſt, on ſuch an occaſion as this, the benevolent feelings of the 
Houſe, than the frigid reaſon which the right hon. gentle- 
man recommends us to exerciſe. After the progreſs they 
have ſeen of the unfortunate La Fayette from the priſons of 
the King of Pruſſia to the dungeons of the Emperor, when 
chey ſee that he is the priſoner of the Allies, not the ſubject - 
of the Houſe of Auſtria, they will judge whether any inter- 
ceſſion in his favour would be an infringement of the rights 
of independent ſtates, or an interference with their domeſtic 
and municipal policy. In a war which is ſaid to have been 
_ undertaken in the cauſe of humanity and of juſtice, will the 
| Houſe look to the treatment of General La Fayette without 
emotions of ſympathy, or turn from his ſufferings without 
feelings of execration ? If they refuſe to yield to thoſe na- 
rural and generous ſentiments which his hiſtory and his mis- 
fortunes are calculated to inſpire, they are callous to every 
feeling which can dignify and adorn the human character. 
I they refuſe to give their ſupport to a motion that recom. 
mends the interceſſion of this country, for the purpoſe of 
putting a period to miſery, already too long protraCted, a 
meaſure that violates none of the rights of independent ſtates, 
which even is connected with the future ſucceſs of the 
war, if its continuation ſhould prove neceſſary, they will 
be inſenſible to every honourable feeling, and to every 
generous principle of action. Surely ſuch an appeal aas 
this, I cannot make to the Houſe in vain, it muſt awaken. 
every ſentiment of that humanity which is ſo charac- 
teriſtic of Britons. At a period too when a willingneſs dif- 
plays itſelf to forget that animoſity which ſo long prevailed 
between this country and France, when thoſe moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed fox their aſperity are deſirous of cultivating a better 
underſtanding, ſurely we ought to diveſt ourſelves of ran- 
cour againſt thoſe by whom it is leaſt of all deſerved. To 
La Fayette can be imputed none of the horrors which have 
diſgraced the ſcenes of fevolution in France. By almoſt all 
l know there are a few who think otherwiſe) he is admittes 
to have been well intentioned. He acted only\in the firſt 
times of the revolution; he participated in none of the atro- 
cities which ſucceeded. Vielding to the principles he pro- 
feſſed, he ſacrificed to that impulſe every thing which was 
dear to his heart. Surely the ſufferings he has undergone, 
che unmerited perſecution he has endured, his conſtancy, 
Vol.. I. 1796. C1 EO 
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Mr. V. Smith ſpoke in favour of the motion. He ſaid, it 
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his courage, and virtue, form claims which appeal equally 


to the calm dictates of reaſon, and the warm feelings of hu- 


manity. I hope and truſt that the Houſe will do themſelves 
the honour to ſanction ſo virtuous a cauſe. If the miniſter 


ſhould ſhew himſelf dead to all the fentiments of humanity, 


and to the glory of the country, I hope the Houſe will 


feel with their conſtituents, and reſcue from oppreſſion a 


perſon ſo long the ſport of adverſity, and the victim of 


had been rumoured that there was a poſſibility M. la Fayette 
had been confined in this rigorous manner by the Emperor 


at the requeſt of the Princes of the Blood, the brothers of the. 


late French King; if ſo, and government chofe to interfere, 
he had not a doubt but on their intimation of a wiſh of that 
kind to the Count D*Artois, he might, and would be in- 
duced to relinquiſh his claim on the Emperor's promiſe of 


ſuch confinement. The motion did not, he ſaid, require 
the Houſe to ſtop ſupphes to the Emperor till the requeſt, 


was granted; it only requeſted the Houle to uſe its interſe- 
rence, in order to prevail on his Majeſty to intercede with 
the Emperor in behalf of the unfortunate General. The 


Houſe might very well do this. Neither the Crown nor the 


Government could be degraded by an act of mercy, and it 


the Houſe agreed to the motion, the univerſal voice of the 


people of Great Britain would approve and applaud their 
deciſion. 3 


Mr. Martin truſted that the motion would not be reſiſted: 


It peculiarly called on the humanity of the Houſe, and he 


_ obſerved with ſatisfaction, that a great many members re- 


turred in the preſent parliament were young men, from 


- whoſe feclings a deciſion that would do honour to them 


might be juſtly expected. 55 5 
Mr. Hawkins Browne ſaid, that the queſtion before the 


Houſe ought to be decided on the fimple ground of its own 
merits, without any reference whatever to the feelings of gen- 

tlemen. It was neceflary to take it into conſideration in a 
diſpaſſionate manner, otherwiſe it might with propriety be 
argued, that a determination influenced by the pathons could 


not be of a very juſtifiable nature, He viewed, for his own 


part, the motion in a different point of view, and he-could 


not help thinking, that it was objectionable on many ſolid 


grounds, but particularly as it poſitively ſtated facts which 


did not come in an abſolute authentic ſtate before the 
Houle. - * : C 5 . 1 — 5 | 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe to explain, He de- 
clared, that what he had ſtated on a former occaſion directly, 
9 and poſitively was, that Government had no participation 
; whatever in the meaſure which was the object of the motion, 

and that conſequently it could not of itſelf effect the releaſe 
of the priſoners detained by the Emperor. There was not 
the ſlighteſt foundation for inſinuating that Gnvernment was 
any way concerned in 3 e t 212 
Mr. Grey ſaid, that it was impoſſible for any man to hear 
the narrative of the misfortunes of General La Fayette 
without the moſt acute feelings of compaſſion for him and 
the unfortunate partners-of his miſery. It was a cauſe in 
Which it would have well become the government of a great 
nation to interfere without application. But when he heard 
' it ſtated that ſuch interference would be inconſiſtent with 
the relation in which we ſtand to the internal police of the. 
government of the Houſe of Auſtria, he hoped that the 
Houſe of Commons, as the only remaining reſource, would 
politively direct the application to be made. He felt it un- 
neceſlary to go much at length into the ſubject, after the 
eloquent and pathetic appeal which - had been made to the 
Houſe by his hon. friend {General Fitzpatrick); and he con- 
ſidered it as a happy omen of the ſucceſs of his motion, that 
not one individual had come forward to oppole it, excepting. 
the right hon. gentleman (Mr. Pitt). One honourable gen- 
tleman had indeed ſhewn ſome diſpoſition to riſe, but he ſup- 
poſed that his hands were bound, and that he could not re- 
new the attempt. There was only one point on which he 
wiſhed to ſay a few words. The hon. gentleman had al- 
luded to the ſtate of the preſent negotiation between this 
country and France; and in this view he was of opinion that 
it would be extremely politic in this country, now that the 
government had renounced every idea of interfering in the 
internal affairs of France, to ſhew by a publick act that it 
took no part in puniſhing any man who had been diſtin- 
guiſhed in the courſe of the revolution. It had been ſtated 
that this was a caſe in which it was beyond the competence 
of the government of this country to interfere ; but he con- 
tended the fact from which this inference was drawa. to. 
have been miſtated. La Fayette was not detained as a pri- 
1oner of war, but he was confined for ſomething that he had 
done ſince the revolution. The beſt mode therefore of re- 
moving all the jealouſies which might till ſubſiſt between 
the negociating powers was, to ceaſe to perſecute any per- 
ſon who had acted in that revolution againſt which the war 
3 M 2 ieee l 
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was undertaken. He earneſtly hoped, therefore, that either 

the Britiſh Government would intercede with the Court of 
Vienna in behalf of theſe. unfortunate captives, or that the 
Government of France would ſtipulate for their releaſe as an 


J... ooo nin nn ogg, WE 
The Chancellor of ube- Exchequer ſaid, that the honourable: 


gentleman having thought proper to impute to him a ſtate- 


ment, that the confinement of General la Fayette was to be. 
referred to the operation of the municipal law, it was neceſ- 


_ tary for him to deny expreſsly ſuch an imputation. He had 
merely ſtated the impriſonment, of that gentleman as the 
act of the Emperor, as a ſeperate tranſaction, in which that 


Prince was alone implicated, and for which the other 

members of the alliance were not anſwerable. Tl 
Mr. Wilberforce accuſed the other fide of the Houſe of 
wiſhing what they had no right to do, to make a monopoly 


of feeling, and to ſuppoſe that miniſters were entirely deſti- 
| tute of thoſe ſentiments of compaſhon which he believed to be 
common to them with every Member of the Houſe. He pro- 
feſſed to entertain an opinion ſomewhat different from any 
that had been hitherto expreſſed. He could not agree with 
the motion in its preſent form, becauſe he was not ſure that 


the circumſtance of La Fayette's confinement had been pre- 


Judicial to the cauſe of his Majeſty and his allies 3 nor on the 


other hand did he think it to be a cauſe in which it was im- 


proper for the Houſe to interfere. He was confident that if 


ſuſpicion was before entertained, that the government of this 
country was concerned in his confinement, that ſuch a ſuf - 
picion could not exiſt after what had fallen from his right 
hon. friend. He conceived, however, that it was the duty 
of a great and reſpectable aſſembly, to look abroad into the 
world and to attend to the wants and claims of miſery, 


wherever objects of diſtreſs were to be found, and to exerciſe 
its influence, or its power, in relieving the diſtreſs of ſuffer- 


ing humanity, upon an enlarged and diſintereſted ſcale. 
Though he could not vote for the motion, therefore, in its 


preſent form, he would have no objection to an amend- 
ment, merely ſubmitting to his Majeſty the propriety of uſing 
his influence with the Court of Vienna for the liberation of 


the Marquis la Fayette. 5 | 


General Fitzpatrick faid, he was deſirous to meet the 
honourable gentleman's ideas by coinciding in his propoſition, 


as it would tend to reconcile the general opinion on the 


meaſure. Wirth reſpect to the hanourable gentleman's doubts 


as to the certainty of the facts alluded to, he could aſſure him 


that 
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that he could, if it were thought neceſſary, furniſh from his 
private information, ſuch proofs as would place theſe facts 
beyond contradiction. ED, n 
Mr. Wilberforce and General Fitzpatrick having ſaid: a fe- 
l.; en i ans og nb ne, 
Mr. Wilberforce moved as an amendment, that in the room 
of the previous words of the reſolution be ſubſtituted the 
following 222 ̃ of eo ogy 
1 « Moſt humbly to ſubmit to his Majeſty the propriety of 
by _ graciouſly uling his good offices with his ally the Emperor, 
_ for the liberation of General la Fayette, and Meſſrs. La Tour 
VN Maubeuge, and Puſy. I 0 Ne . 
Fl The amendment being regularly propoſed, and the queſtion 
being put upon it} ned no ens”, 1 
The Maſter of the Rolls diſapproved of the amendment, 
becauſe when the firſt words of the motion of the honoura- 
ble gentlemen were left out, the ſpirit of the motion wag 
| loſt. He conccived the motion to have been made on the. 
ſuppoſition, that his Britannic Mazeſty was concerned in the 
detention of General la Fayette, by his ally the Emperor. 
And now that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had difavow= 
ed having any concern in them atter, he neither could ſee the 
propriety of the motion nor of the amendment. 
Lord Hawkeſbury was averſe to both the original motion 
and the amendment, though in the choice of alternatives he 
would rather vote for the latter, When the late royal 
family of France were in the depth of their misfortunes, he 
recollected that there was a diſcuſſion in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, reſpecting the propriety of adopting ſome meaſures 
in their behalf. The debate was adjourned to the following 
day, and he remembered that the honourable gentleman 
oppoſite to him, (Mr. Fox) ſtated that he would not give his 
aſſent to any addreſs to his Majeſty upon the ſubject, becauſe 
he was not prepared to take any ſtep in conſequence z by 
which, he underſtood him to mean, that he was not prepared, 
if the meaſures ſhould prove ineffectual, to agree to go to 
war. Now he would aſk, in the preſent inſtance, if the 
government ſhould intercede with the Court of Vienna in 
behalf of General la Fayette, whether the Houſe were prepa- 
red to break their alliance with Auſtria in caſe of the failure 
of that interceſſion? The precedents which had been quoted 
did not apply to the preſent caſe. In the inſtance of Captain 
Aſgill, the application was made, not by the court, but 
perſonally by the Queen of France. There was in his opinion 
only one ground on which the Houſe would be juſtified in 
| py interfering 
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interfertng, namely, if the conduct of the court of Vienna 


was notoriouſly unjuſt and iniquitous. But of this on the 


preſent” occaſion, the Houſe of Commons were not proper 


_ Judges, for in the firſt place they had no authentic ſtatement 


of facts before them; and in the next place, even though 
they were in poſleſſion of the facts, it would be unjuſt to 
paſs a deciſion till the Court of Vienna was heard in its own 


defence. TR TT | 
Mr Sheridan obſerved that it was not his practice to 
_ obtrude himſelf upon the attention of the Houſe, after a 
ſubject was fully diſcuſſed by his friends, nor would he have 
troubled them now, ſince ſo little, and that little worſe than 
nothing, had been advanced in oppoſition to the eloquent 


and pathetic ſpeech of his honourable friend, had not they 


been brought into a ſituation of difficulty, in conſequence of 
the amendment which had been propoſed. The honourable 


gentleman, he believed, had ſuggeſted the amendment (at 


leaſt he gave him credit for the motive) from a wiſh to ren- 


der the motion more palatable to the Houſe, and it certainly 
had met the entire approbation of one honourable gentleman 


(Mr. Windham) who had ſhewed ſigns of being deſirous to 


ſ>eak, but who had fitten quite at his eaſe ſince the amend- 
ment had been propoſed. While he was congratulating 
himſelf, however, upon the acquiſition of the influence, the 


authority, and what was not the leaſt conſideration of that 


honourable gentleman, he was concerned to find that it had 
made them loſe the vote of a learned gentleman (the Maſter 


of the Rolls.) (Here there was a cry of No! No!) 


_ He hoped, however, that the motion would not be got 
rid of by a quibble, but they would come to a fair and intel- 


ligible iſſue, and that conceiving it, as they muſt, to be an 
affair in which it was diigraceful for our ally, the Emperor, 


to act, and in which it was difgraceful for the government 
of Great Britain not to interfere, they would in a bold and 
manly way vote an addreſs to his Majeſty immediately, to 


uſe his influence with the Court of Vienna in behalf of the 


_ unfortunate perſons who were the ſubject of that evening's 


debate. An honourable gentleman alked if they were pre- 
| pared to break off our alliance with the Emperor, if our 


interceſhons failed of ſucceſs? In the firſt place there was 


no reaſon to anticipate a failure before the attempt was made, 


and in the next place, the failure of the attempt by no means 
implied the neceſſity of breaking off the alliance. With 
reſpect to the precedent of Mr. Aſpill which had been diſpu- 


ted, the objection was not well founded, for though the 


application 
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application originated in the Queen, it came immediately 


from the King of France. And in the preſent inſtance he 


was of opinion that it would be infinitely to the honour of 


thoſe amiable feelings which our own illuſtrious Queen 
was well known to poſſeſs, were ſhe voluntarily to interfere 
in behalf of thoſe deſerving but unfortunate perſons, who are 
now languiſhing in hopeleſs captivity in the dungeons of 
Olmutz. The gentlemen on the other ſide of the Hquie 
ſcemed to triumph in the ſilence of the honourable gentleman _ 
(Mr. Winham.) And the reaſon he firmly believed was this 
that he might draw aſide the myſterious veil from this 
cruel, barbarous and vindictive proceeding, with that manly 
and that generous indiſcretion by which the Houſe knew 
his character to be marked. When he roſe firſt, his hon- 
nourable friend (Mr. Pitt) put him atide, intimating to him, 
my nothing will be better than your ſomething z3 my quibbles 
are better than your ſophiſtry: and if I fay nothing to the 


purpoſe, at leaſt I will not betray any ſecret that ought to 


be concealed. In fact, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he believed that Mr. 
Windham's tongue was bound by the ſame cauſe as the 
Emperor's hands, and the Houle knew pretty well who was 
the gaoler. As a friend to freedom he thould rejoice when 
General la Fayette recovered his liberty, and as an old friend 
of Mr. Windham, he ſhould receive noſmall ſatisfaction when 
he recovered his ſpeech. He was ture alſo that he would 
not find the Houle like the adder, which is deaf to the voice 


of the charmer. He really wiſhed that ſome other gentle- 


man in his Majeſty's councils had come-forward ; he hoped 


at leaſt that an amendment would be propoſed, that the 


diſcuſhons ſhould not be confined in future to one fide of the 
Houſe, except in caſes of ſpecial neceſſity. "Therriphtthon- | 


ourable gentleman ſeemed to feel very acutely upon the 
ſubject ; the Houſe however, would not give himreregit for 


the reality of thoſe feelings, when they recollected that three 


years ago he condemned the proceedings againſtla Fayette, 


as worthy of the execration of mankind, if the facts alledged 


were true; and now he came forward affecting ſtill to doubt 


of their truth, not having taken any meaſure to aſcertaiii 


whether they were real or fabulous. He had laid down 4 


regular principle about juriſprudence, which he endeavoured 


to apply to the caſe of la Fayette, as if that unfortunate 


> 2 had bcen impriſoned for a criminal, offence, and not 


been a priſoner of war. He could ſee no other motive for the 


unprecedented rigour which had been employed againſt that 5 
aeg character, chan that which was fuggeſted wow his 5 5 
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being a moderate and ſteady friend to liberty, a motive 


which was not fo likely to influence the miniſters of any 


government in Europe as the preſent miniſters of his Britan« 


nic Majeſty, miniſters, who on all occaſions had ſhewn 
themſelves the enemies of every ſpecies of reform, the patrons 
of every abuſe, and whoſe uniform ſyſtem it had been to 


extinguiſh the ſpirit of liberty both in this and in other 


countries. The honourable gentleman had argued that we 


had no right to interfere, and that if we did interfere we were 


uncertain of ſuceſs. To the laſt of theſe Mr. Sheridan thought 
the reply, properly was one little word, “ try”. With reſ- 

pect to the ſucceſs likely to attend our interference that could 
not be aſcertained till an application was made. Beſides if 
it was a diſgraceful affair, had we no intereſt in the charac- 


ter of the Emperor ? Were we not engaged in a common 
cauſe with him for the attainment of a common object. We 


had been fighting for religion, yet we wanted the humanity 
and the juſtice of thoſe whom we had deſcribed as its foes. 
Contraſt the conduct of France, fince the Revolution. Did 
not her government make remonſtrances at Geneva with her 
ally on the ſuhject of certain acts of injuſtice towards indi- 
_ viduals ſuffering under the fiat of that ſenate. It was one of 
the charges recorded againſt Mr. Haſtings, that he had 
_ tuffered allies in India to do an act which diſgraced the 


Britiſh name. But why had he recourſe to India ? Had 


not the right honourable gentleman compelled the King of 


Naples and the State of Genoa to take a part againſt France ? 
He referred to his own authentic papers upon the ſubject. 
For the character of General la Fayette he had the higheſt 


veneration. He believed him to be a man of high and 
inflexible honour, and that he might vie with the brighteſt 


characters in the Engliſh hiſtory. Jo the ſpirit of a Hamp- 


den he united the loyaly of Lord Falkland, and that he too 


ſtopt where he ought. Had Louis the XVIth. not fallen 


a ſacrifice to the fury of a mob, rendered deſperate by the 
_ abuſes and corruptions of the old government, which had 
bred up the race of ſanguinary monſters, who perpetrated 


that atrocious act, and had General la Fayette returned to 
Paris upon the reſtoration of tranquility, to get the reward 


eend the throne, and that he ought to haye his crown torn 
from his head. Let thi, was the conduct which the regular 


of his couduct; if the King had thrown him, his wife, and 
her daughters into a dungeon, there was not a humane man 
in Europe would not have faid that he ill deſerved to re-aſ- 


governments of Europe had purſued to thoſe unfortunate 
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perſons, to their eternal ſhame and diſgrace. What added 
to the cruelty of the puniſhment was the helpleſſneſs of the 
victim. He was not in a ſituation when he was taken to be 
demanded back - by the government of France. But, had 
thoſe foul inſinuations, with which his character was attem- 


pted in this country to be blackened, been true; had he | 
| betrayed his ruſt, deceived his maſter, and finally imbrued 
his hands in the blood of his Sovereign, then he would 


have been reclaimed by the French government; then 
the Princes of Europe, trembling at the command -af the 
directory, would have ordered the doors of his priſon to be 


thrown open, and General la Fayette might even have been 


a member of that directory with which they were now oblig- 
ed to treat. If the Court of Vienna was mean enough to take 
advantage of his helpleſs ſituation, Mr. Sheridan hoped that 


the French government, overlooking the paſt, would reclaim 
Ja Fayette and his fellow-ſufferers as French Citizens. How 


much it would ſuit the generoſity and magnanimity of the 
French Republic; and what-a contraſt it would be of repub- 


lican reſentment to monarchical gratitude, that from this 


atheiſtical government we ſhould learn the principle of the 


forgiveneſs of injuries, and leſſons of eternal vengeance only 


from the regular chriſtian governments of Kings 


gentlemen on the other ſide of the Houſe were ififluenced in 


preſſing the motion, was fully diſcloſed. They wiſhed to 
turn the publick attention to the ſufferings of one whom they 
tet up as their champion, whom they exalted as their hero. 


He was unwilling to take part in the debate at-an early mo- 
ment, as he wiſhed to conſider the queſtion in the fulleſt 


way, and learn from the copiouſneſs and ingeniiity the 


friends of humanity and patriotiſm, whether they could em- 


belliſh the cauſe of their favourite, with any additional con- 


ſiderations. An earneft appeal had been made te tlie feelings 


of the Houſe, and humanity was the great topic on which 
the meaſure ſeemed to reſt. It appeared to him abſolutely ' 
requiſite, before the Houſe came to a deciſion, to weigh ma- 
ture.y the merits and demerits of the ſufferer; to conſider his 


claims in their various relations, and proceed afterwards to 


a deciſion. | A right honourable gentleman had aſked. « Could 
this country be actuated by monſieur la Fayette's conduct 
during the American war?“ He would anſwer, No; but: yet 
he could not help ſaying, that it was rather ſingular, that 2 
perſon treated in the moſt friendly manner in this country, 


and freth from our hoſpitality 


» ſhould make th it; 
Vor. I. 1796. nake the requital he 


The Seeretary at War ſaid, that he was at ſehgth enabled 
to find, that the true cauſe, the true myſtery by which the 
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being a moderate and ſteady friend to liberty, a motive 
which was not ſo likely to influence the miniſters of any 
government in Europe as the preſent miniſters of his Britan- 
nic Majeſty, miniſters, who on all occaſions had ſhewn 
themſelves the enemies of every ſpecies of reform, the patrons 
of every abuſe, and whoſe uniform ſyſtem it had been to 
extinguiſh the ſpirit of liberty both in this and in other 
countries. The honourable gentleman had argued that we 
j had no right to interfere, and that it we did interfere we were 
| - uncertain of ſuceſs. To the laſt of theſe Mr. Sheridan thought 
$8 the reply, properly was one little word, „ try”. With reſ- 
1 pect to the ſucceſs likely to attend our interference that could 
BY not be aſcertained till an application was made. Beſides if 
3; it was a diſgraceful affair, had we no intereſt in the charac- 
I | ter of the Emperor? Were we not engaged in a common 
| _ cauſe with him for the attainment of a common object. We 
j had been fighting for religion, yet we wanted the humanity 
4 and the juſtice of thoſe whom we had deſcribed as its foes. 
; _ Contraſt the conduct of France, ſince the Revolution. Did 
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3 He referred to his own authentic papers upon the ſubject. 
„ For the character of General la Fayette he had the higheſt 
wr veneration. He believed him to be a man of high and 
1 inflexible honour, and that he might vie with the brighteſt 
= characters in the Engliſh hiſtory. To the ſpirit of a Hamp- 
1888 den he united the loyaly of Lord Falkland, and that he too 
# opt where he ought. Had Louis the XVIth. not fallen 
a ſacrifice to the fury of a mob, rendered deſperate by the 
abuſes and corruptions of the old government, which had 
bred up the race of ſanguinary monſters, who perpetrated 
that atrocious act, and had General la Fayette returned to 
Paris upon the reſtoration of tranquility, to get the reward 
. of his couduct; if the King had thrown him, his wife, and 
T1588 her daughters into a dungeon, there was not a humane man 
5 in Europe would not have faid that he ill deſerved to re- aſ- 
eend the throne, and that he ought to have his crown torn 
from his head. Yet thi, was the conduct which the regular 
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to the cruelty of the puniſhment was the helpleſſneſs of the 
Victim. 


thoſe foul inſinuations, with which his character was attem- 
pted in this country to be blackened, been true; had he 


betrayed his *truſt, deceived his maſter, and finally imbrued 


have been reclaimed by the French government; then 


the Princes of Europe, trembling at the command af the 
directory, would have ordered the doors of his priſon to be 
_ thrown open, and General la Fayette might even have been 


a member of that directory with which they were now oblig- 


ed to treat. If the Court of Vienna was mean enough to take 
advantage of his helpleſs ſituation, Mr. Sheridan hoped that 
the French government, overlooking the paſt, would reclaim | 

la Fayette and his fellow-ſufferers as French Citizens. How 


much it would ſuit the generoſity and magnanimity of the 


French Republic; and what.a contraſt it would be of repub- 
Jican reſentment to monarchical gratitude, that from this 

atheiſtical government we ſhould learn the principle of the 
forgiveneſs of injuries, and leſſons of eternal vengeance only 


from the regular chriſtian governments of Kings 1 


The Seeretary at War ſaid, that he was at ſength enabled 
to find, that the true cauſe, the true myſtery by which the 


gentlemen on the other fide of the Houſe were ififluenced in 
preſſing the motion, was fully diſcloſed. They wiſhed to 


turn the publick attention to the ſufferings of one whom they 


tet up as their champion, whom they exalted as thEir hero. 
He was unwilling to take part in the debate at-an early mo- 


ment, as he wiſhed to conſider the queſtion in the fulleſt 
Way, and learn from the copiouſneſs and ingenuity -of the 
Friends of humanity and patriotiſm, whether they could em- 
belliſh the cauſe of their favourite, with any additional con- 
ſiderations. An earneſt appeal had been made to tlie feelings 


of the Houſe, and humanity was the great topic on which 


the meaſure ſeemed to reſt. It appeared to him abſolutely ? 
requiſite, before the Houſe came to a deciſion, to weigh ma- 
ture.y the merits and demerits of the ſufferer; to conſider his 


claims in their various relations, and proceed afterwards to 


a deciſion. A right honourable gentleman had aſked. « Could | 


this country be actuated by monſieur la Fayctte's conduct 


auring the American war?“ He would anſwer, No; hut yet 
he could not help ſaying, that it was rather ſingular, that 2 
perſon treated in the moſt friendly manner in this country, 


and freſh from our hoſpitality, ſhould make the re 
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did in America. But in whatever view his conduct in that 
reſpect might be conſidered, it could not be denied that he 
was at leaſt a perfect ſtranger to the country, and that cer- 
tainly was no ſmall conceſhon in favour of la Fayette. Put- 
ting therefore his relation to us out of the queſtion. He 


wiſhed that he ſhould be conſidered as a total ſtranger 


to this country, as neither poſſeſſing merit or demerit, but 
that his character ſhould be conſidered merely as an agent to. 
the French revolution. And in this point of view, his 


motives ſeem to have been, to ſay the beſt of them, of a 


mixed and ambiguous kind. The actions to which they 


gave riſe certainly had entailed a long and melancholy ſcene 
of war and calamities upon his country. His ſyſtem of 
acting from the earlieſt period of the revolution, was nothing 


different from that purſued by thoſe whoſe object had been 


to introduce confuſion, and ſubvert all conſtituted authorities. 


They had uniformly marched in that ſyſtem, and had never 


deſiſted from it, till compelled to retire from action by others, 
who equally corrupt, proved more ſucceſsful. He did not blame 


the honourable general for bringing forward the motion then 


before the Houſe. He believed that the care which he had 
taken in his behalf, had originated in an early private friend- 


hip, the memory of which recent events had not obliterated. 


And certainly in the ſpeech with which he introduced his 


motion, he conducted the cauſe of his friend with much 
ability, and no common degree of addreſs. Mr. Windham | 


combated the propoſition, that la Fayette was not a fair pri- 


ſoner of war, becauſe he was not acting in hoſtility to the 
Emperor at the time, and becauſe he was taken upon neutral 
territory. With reſpect to the injuſtice of his detention there, 


he denied it. La Fayette had certainly no claims upon this 
country: he never had been a ſubject of it, he never had 
acted in its cauſe, he was not taken in any of the countries 
which had ſurrendered to its arms, nor had he ever ſerved in 
any of thoſe gallant corps which had been maſſacred in thou- 
lands by their countrymen in cold blood. He never acted 


upon a common principle, nor made a common cauſe with 
this country. When they recurred to the events of the 6th 


of Auguſt, and the 5th and 6th of October, they found cir- 
cumſtances which rendered his character ſuſpicious, and his 


conduct cenſurable. What figure did he make at the head 
of the national guards, when he allowed Berthier to be torn 


in pieces by the mob, after he had thrown himſelf under his 


protection? It might be ſaid that he acted under the 


influence of terror. But why did he yield to ſuch a feeling? 


He 
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He could not have had a more glorious death than if he had 


fallen on that day. On the 5th and 6th of October he lulled 


the royal family at Verſailles into a falſe ſecurity, and after 


the murder of the national guards, the Queen ſcarcely eſca- 


ped in an undreſs. But he was willing to paſs from thele facts 


to the conſideration of his great merit. His defenders ap- 


pealed from his revolting from his ſovereign, and his ſhaking 


the fabric of the conſtitution, to his conduct in ſaving the 


King; for this he gate him no credit at all. All it proved 
was, that there was a time when he was willing to ſtop. He 
ſtopped ſhort when his principles could not be puſhed fur- 


ther with benefit to himſelf, and when he was reſtrained from 
exccuting the plans which he had concerted. Such had 
been the fate of the other revolutioniſts from the com- 


mencement of the reform. He was ſuprized, however, 


that the honourable gentleman oppoſite to him could 


forgive him this new treaſon ; this treaſon againſt his 
enly true and Jawful ſovereign, the people. It was one 


of the numerous inconſiſtencies into which the ſup- 
orters of revolutions were betrayed. Here then was a man 


who had fallen a victim to the conſequences of his own 


acts, which had brought infinite calamity upon his country, 


in behalf of whom it was moved that the Houſe of Commons 
do addreſs his Majeſty to interfere. This brought him to the 


great queſtion of the humanity of the interference. He 


believed the facts alledged reſpecting the ſeverities of his 
confinement to be all exaggerated, and in great part entirely 
unfounded. But allowing this to be perfectly correct, there 
was no caſe of humanity which ought to be abſtractly conſider- 


ed. There was no man in a ſtate ofconfinement who was not in 


greater or leſs degree an object of compaſſion; but feeling on all 
occaſions of this nature ought to be regulated by yok bo and 


circumſtances. Collot Herbois, who was exiled to Guinea, 
after having maſſacred 3000 innocent men, was ſtill in ſome 


degree an object of compaſſion; and in this inſtance alfo 


the honourable gentlemen, obeying the dictates of their 
hnmanity, might ſay, Poor Collot Herbois! let us forget 
the paſt, and recal him home. His humanity, Mr. Windham 


ſaid, would not allow him to indulge ſuch a ſpecies of com- 
paſſion. He conſidered the lot of the thouſands who were 


wandering in poverty and exile through every country of 
Turope, and who, with intentions at leaſt as good, were ſub- 


jected to miſery as great as General la Fayette's. Were there 
not inevery country criminal confinements, andimpriſonments 


for debt, attended by various cireumſtances that were ade- 


quate to excitg the moſt tender feelings, to the full as affect 
1 | 
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ing as the confinement of Monſieur la Fayette? Did the hon: 
gentleman entertain no ſympathy for the heart-rending ſuf- 
ferings of that champion of the rights of man, Collot d'Her- 
bois? They ſurely could not in juſtice ſeparate the effects of 


la Fayette's patriotiſm from thoſe produced by the dignified' 
exertions of the amiable character to which he alluded. But 
if they did not feel for the acknowledged friends of the hu- 


man race, they might turn their eyes at home, they might 


look at their own ſtreets and behold men of ſaperior rank, 
talents, and virtue, ſuffering penury of the ſevereſt kind; nay, 
what was even worſe, afflicted with the privation of their 
deareſt ties; and what made their miſeries peculiarly diſtreſſing, 
many of. them were perſons whoſe honour and integrity had: 
never been expoſed to the breathings of ſuſpicion. Since the 


name of the 8 of France had been mentioned, he would 
relate to the 


louſe a circumſtance which he had from 
perſons of the moſt undoubted veracity, and who had lived 
on terms of the moſt intimate friendſhip with her Majeſty. 
The Queen declared, long before her death, “ that there 
was but one perfon in France whom ſhe could never forgive, 


and that perſon was Monſieur la Fayette.” She added, 


« that were Barnave to be expoſed to danger, ſhe would, 
were it in her power, ruth between him and death.” I: 


| ſeemed extraordinary that amid all the miſeries, and all the 


horrors with. which the world was afflicted, the breaſts of the 
honourable gentlemen ſhould be ſo flat and callous to ever; 
diſtreſs but that of la Fayette. When one half of France 
was murdering the other half, they expreſſed none of theſe 
trembling anxieties with which they were impreſſed on his 


account alone. How did it happen that amid all thele 
ſcenes of ruin and devaſtation the burthen of their ſong, the 


formula of their language, was continually the uneceſſary and 
deteſtable war? But why did they forget the author of 
that war, the primary cauſe of all the calamities which it 
produced? Why did they forget their favourite champion 
la Fayette? Thus it appeared, that their humanity was chi- 
merical and fanciful, or at leaſt partial. He would contend. 


that there was a decorum due to another country, and which 


the meaſure propoſed went to violate. He knew nothing. 
more mean or more contemptible than the pitiful deſire of 
evincing generoſity at the expence of other people; and ſuch. 


. would be the reſult of the motion, were it carried into exe- 


cution. Dean Swift had very judiciouſly obſerved, that. 


e never knew a man that could not bear other mens mis 
- fortunes like a chriſtian.” And this obſervation might be very 


faithfully” 
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faithfully applied to the honourable. gentlemen. They bore 
indeed the misfortunes of the Houſe of Auſtria like truer 


chriſtians, for they never took the leaſt notice of them, nor 
waſted their time in ridiculous expreſſions of compaſſion. 
The gentlemen upon the other ſide of the Houſe ſeemed to 
feel very acutely for M. la Fayette's ſituation, while they paid 


no regard to the many miſerable victims who in conſe- 
quence of his raſhneſs were doomed to a ſtate of penury and 


exile. An excellent writer, and one whofe principles of hu- 
manity were never diſputed, has obſerved, that “no man 
can feel at the ſame time for the oppreſſor and the opprefled.” 
He was preciſely of that opinion, and therefore, before he 
could ſympathiſe with the gentlemen upon the other ſide in 


the misfortunes of M. la Fayette, whom, in an original de- 


gree, he was forced to conſider as an oppreſſor, he mult firſt 
look around him, and condole with the wretched beings whoſe 
calamities were in a great meaſure cauſed by the active part 
which he took in the commencement of the French revolu- 
tion. The lower orders of people might be pardoned, both on 
account of their ignorance and their condition, for their in- 
terference in a revolution, ſince they were biaſſed by the 
hope of great, immediate, and neceſſary perſonal advan- 
tages; but no ſuch excuſe could be alledged in favour of 
men of large fortunes, and of more enlightened underſtand- 
ings, who brought about a revolution; and if ever a revolu- 
tion were to happen in this country, he ſhould not athx halt 


{o much blame to thoſe whom 


« The oppreſſo1* wrong, the proud man's contumely, 
* The law's delay, and infolence of office,”  _ 


had urged on to the commiſſion of acts of violence, as to thoſe 
who ſhould have originally induced them to it. The gen- 
tlemen on the other ſide, however, put by all theſe conſider- 


ations; they neither regarded the „ bitter weepings” of the 


widow, nor the ſorrows of the orphan : they forgot all the 
horrible calamities which had enfued ; they cared not for the 
perſecuted prieſt nor for the violated nun. Indeed, they feem- 
ed to have very little « nun's fleſh” about them. Such men as 


M. la V ayette might, from a ſort of enthuſiaſtic zeal, be eager 


to ruſh precipitately into dangers, the evil conſequences of 
which they could not or they would not forſee, but it was worthy 


obſervation to remark how they would wince when called on 
to taſte « the cup of calamity.” He had no heſitation in ſay- 
ing, that he felt very little conſideration for the beginners of 

N | bs | revolu- 


— — 


— - 0 ke 
2 R p _ * 2 L — : ; r ——— 
— 2 es CON . —— — . IT EP IFORe” 2 — — — . 
= — ——. .. ˙— ITT A 5s — — —u—ẽ— ut” ADA 2 
— — . — "FE > by "Ez - "= ; — ——— _ ITS 
— — — - 


— * 0 — — 1 — — FI 
r OR ns —_ —— 
— — — -4 = — — —— -_ . — 
— 8 — —— ä 
2 — - * - 2 ” 7 
* " — ri ei at —ͤ ä—ũqIů —HU— 
— — — 


— Se 


ä —̃ — —-—3 


— —————— 2 2 


— 


— 


. A Sor oy on — * . 


— ů ů — ů — 


N — - r 


3 OT EN 
 - . - 8 


3 CCC En PR_y Wn 


- ——_ +. Soo — — 


462 WOODFALt'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS [Commont, 


muſt be conſidered as the true authors. 
he could never ſeparate the actions of men from the claims 
they had on the humanity of others. He did not wiſh to 
make any parade of humanity himſelf, but when he was call- 


revolutions. M. de la Fayette had been the firſt to attack 
the monarchy of France and he ſtopt ſhort when he found 
that his own miſchievous principles were turning againſt his 
views, thongh he had no objection to continuing the King 
upon hrs throne, provided that he might be Viceroy over him. 


He could not feel for a man who was the author of a 


conflict that led to ſuch horrors. Well or ill intentioned, 


la Fayette had been the author of the attack of the ancient 


ſyicm, which led to all theſe maſſacres; and he ſhould ever 


bold out as objects of marked reprobation, and of puniſh- 
ment, the beginners of revolutions. Beſides, how could 
they enter into all the views of the Emperor ? 'Fhere might 
be political motives mixed with the meaſure, of which 
they could not judge. 


| It was well known that there were 
perions both in France and out of it, who were anxious to 
exalt M, de la Fayette as the grand champion of liberty, 


that they might be able to cabal with him, to raife a new _ 
ſtandard, and to bring about new revolutions in France and 


elſewhere. How could gentlemen tell then, that the con- 


duct of the Emperor might not be dictated by a wife and 


prudent policy, to keep this man faſt, and prevent his com- 


mitting new horrors ? It was curious too that though there 


were two more perſons in the fame gaol with M. de la Fayette, 


he alone was mentioned by way of excellence; he alone was 
the theme of condolence, by theſe perſons who made the 
war the eternal burthen of their ſong, but who never felt 


for the many thouſands of unhappy victims which that war 
had made, and of which war the authors of the revolution 


ed upon to ſympathiſe in the ſufferings of it. La Fayette | 


he found his humanity for him checked by the remem- 


brance of the ills which he had been the author of, while 


it flowed through infinite and more extenſive channels for 
| the ſad inheritors of the woes which he created. The quet- 
tion for the Houſe to judge of then, was not a queſtion 


of individual humanity for the perſonal misfortunes of M. Ja 


Fayctte, but it was a queſtion of policy and propriety, of | 


general policy and general calamity. With an example ſo 
ere:dful, and with no other reaſons than what had been ad- 
duged, the Houſe could not, in his opinicn, adopt any mode 
of interference; and prompted by theſe: ideas, he ſhould 755 
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tainly give his negative both to the original motion and to 
the amendment, becauſe otherwiſe it would be only putting 
a premium on the commencement of a revolution, and hold- 
ing out a reward to thoſe who ſhould promote it. 

Mr, Fox anſwered the Secretary at War with warmth. 
The right hon. gentleman, had ſhewn himſelf to be counſel 


againſt M, de la Fayette, and like an advocate, he had en- 


. deavoured to ſearch through all his life for accuſations againſt. 


him. In this courſe, however, he had brought ſome heavy 
charges indeed upon the Emperor. According to the right 


hon. gentleman, no hypocriſy could be more glaring than 


that of the Emperor, for the declarations which he had made 


were not the true motives of his conduct. He was faid to 


be detained on account of the particular enmity which the 


late Queen of France bore towards him. It ſo happened, 


however, that two more perſons were confined with him, 


who were not hateful to the Queen. M. de Maubourg and 


M. de Puſy, one of whom, the latter, was known to be 


ut if this were really the cauſe of their treatment, how 


comes it that others who had been even active in voting the 
| king's death ſhould have been relieved by the Emperor? Why, 
but they had the formidable republic of France for their 


friends, and that M. de la Fayette and his unhappy compa- 


nions were unprotected, and had no powerful friend to ſtand 


vp for them. The right hon. gentleman had diſcovered alſo 
that it might be owing to policy. The Emperor might 
dread that M. de la Fayette would enter into a cabal for 


bringing about a new revolution in France. So the right 


hon. gentleman was in truth become the ally of the French 
Republic—he was negociating for the DircCtory---he was 


anxious to ſave them from the peril of new conſpiracies and 
new machinations. Even before the treaty of peace was 
| ligned he was ſerving the French Government. The hon. 

gentleman charged them with not commiſerating the other 
victims of the reyolution---the emigrant nobles, and other 


perſons who crouded our ſtreets. Mr. Fox ſaid, that he 


could not name a ſingle occaſion when they had failed to 
treat the misfortunes of theſe perſons with commiſeration 3 


though undoubtedly they had not manifeſted it in the ſame 
way as the miniſters of this country. They had not ſent. 
them to periſh at Quiberon, nor ſeduced them by promiſes 
which were never fulfilled, into ſituations where no gallantry 
could ſave them from the danger to which they were ex- 


poſed; nor had they refuſed, even to their memories, the 


performance 


. attached to the intereſts of the Royal Tamily. 
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performance of their dying requeſt, in juſtifying their ho- 


nour from the diſgrace of having adviſed an enterpriſe ſo 


frantic. But, good God, what ſentiments and what doc- 
trines had they not heard that night! What arguments had 
Rot the right hon. gentleman advanced !---« Well or ill-inten- 


tioned“ -M. de la Fayette ought not to be pardoned becauſe 


he was the beginner of the French revolution---he was not 
to be pardoned becauſe thouſands had fallen through his 
means. If he was not to be pardoned becauſe thouſands had 


fallen, what muſt become of the right hon. gentleman him 
felf, and of the miniſter of England, who had cauſed rivers 


of blood to flow by their wild and horrid enterpriſes ? But 
the beginners of revolutions were the perſons to be puniſhed, 
however moderate and honourable in their views, however 


| patriotic in their conduct, and whatever benefits they may 
* have rendered to their country! Thoſe who came after the 
| beginners, and who might tarmfh the cauſe of liberty by 


their exceſſes, were to be pardoned, but not the firſt begin- 


ners! According to this new doctrine, our great anceſtors, 


to whom we have been accuſtomed to pay almoſt divine ho- 
nours for the glorious fervices they have rendered to man, 

were men to be execrated and abhorred. Cromwell was a 
man to be excuſed by the right hon. gentleman, becauſe he 
found things prepared, and only took advantage of circum- 
ftances 3 but Hampden, Pym, Lord Falkland, the Earl of 
Bedford, and all the illuſtrious men whom we have been ac- 


cuſtomed to reverence, as having not merely reſcued their 
country from intolerable evils, but purſued in their reforms 


the principle of the moſt generous humanity, and the moſt 
diſintereſted moderation, were objects of eternal execration. 
Hume was, he thought, ſevere enough upon Hampden when 


he ſaid, that he probably died at the favourable moment for 


his fame, ſince, if he had lived, he might perhaps have be- 


trayed principles of violent ambition! But this was nothing 


to the argument of the hon. gentleman ; fince the men whs 
blackened the cauſe of liberty by their crimes were virtuous | 
n compariſon of thoſe who deſired only to refcue their 
country from tyranny, corruption and abuſe. Such was the 
whole jet of his argument. Collot &'Herbois, according to 
him, was no object of royal perſecution equal to La Fayette: 
for Collot was a monſter whoſe crimes would defile the 
cauſe. Liberty ſo tarniſhed could never be attractive, nor 
recommend itſelf by the purity and benevolence of its prin- 
ciples. It is not therefore the Collots that they hate, but the 
J ayettes, Who, by the unſullied patriotiſm of their _— 
| | | | al 
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aud undeviating rectitude of their conduct, prove that true 
liberty is the parent and companion of all the milder virtues | 
of the heart. Mr. Fox ſaid, he ſcorned to allude to any pri- 
vate tranſactions, but he believed that it was well known to 
many gentlemen in that Houſe, that the right hon. Secretary 
at War was an admirer of the French revolution in its firſt 

ſtages z he now, however, arguing from the violences with 
which its courſe had been tarniſhed, condemned the very 
principle of the reform of all abuſes, and was for perpetua- 
ting the miſery of the human race. Mr. Fox then ſhewed 
that La Fayette and his friends were diſtinguiſhed for their 
moderation. They had facrificed their popularity to this 


principle: it was well known that, after the 10th of Octo- 


ber, the chief command of the armies of the Republic was 
offered to M. de la Fayette. Now, if he had accepted of 
that offer, if he had ſhared in all the violences that followed, 
he might at this day be one of the Directory; and the right 


hon. Secretary, inſtead of purſuing the unhappy priſoner 


with vengeance, might be imploring the powerful Directos 
by an ambaſſador at Paris to grant peace to England!  _ 
Mr. Dundas gave his thanks to Mr. Windham for his very 


powerful and inſtructive ſpeech, which had corrected all the 


falſe and deluſive notions which had been ſported that night. 
He was an enemy to theſe pretexts. The gentlemen in op- 
poſition had given up their original queſtion, and adopted 
the amendment of his honourable friend (Mr. Wilberforce) 


in the hope of collecting all the ſtraggling humanity of the 
Houſe. He turned round to Mr. Wilberforce, and in a 


vein of ironical compliment appealed to his underſtanding 
againſt the officious character of his humanity. Every one 
knew how he buſtled in the cauſe of charity, how every tale 
of woe was addreſſed to him, how no misfortune could hap- 


pen in this world, but his heart muſt bleed, no ſorrow 


muſt be felt, but his boſom muſt be wrung. But why 
could he not feel in ſecret? Why could he not go about 


doing good and bluſh to find it fame? Why muſt the 


Houſe of Commons be made a party to the heroics of his 
lumanity ? Why muſt they be made the inſtrument of his 


good works? In his mind the Houſe had no buſineſs to in- 


terfere. They would put his Majeſty into a very aukwarl 
predicament. Suppoſe that the anſwer ſhould be that his 
Imperial Majeſty could not comply with the requeſt, for rea- 
ſons which it was not convenient toexplain. He applauded the 
liberal, eloquent, and gentlemanly manner of the right ho- 
nourable mover of the original queſtion, but ſaid that he had 

Vol. I. 1796. r ee not 
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not. equal reaſon to compliment the gentlemen who followed 
him. In his opinion the force and feeling of his opening 
ſpeech had been diminiſhed by all that followed it. 
Ihe amendment was not liable to the objection of the ori- 
ginal motion, which he conſidered as a direct attack upon 
the Emperor ; but he appealed to the Houſe whether the 
whole was not a queſtion involving peace and war. The 
adoption of the amendment would be merely giving up a_ 
propoſition to catch the ſtray humanity of the Houle; 
and as it would make its way to Vienna, would be the means 
of diſpeaſing a uſeful Ally. As to the honourable gentle- 
man who propoſed the amendment, he had no need to be 
guilty of ſuch irregularity to juſtify his humanity, ſince no 0 
one ever doubted it. An addreſs of the Houſe of Commons th 
to the Crown ought never to be uſed but upon grave and on; f 
ſolemn occaſions; and in the preſent inſtance, where ad- N 
vice was to be given to another crowned head, when they 
did not know what forcible reaſons he might have for de- 
taining la Fayette, the application might be attended with 
a refuſal, for reaſons which it might not be poſſible to diſ- 
cloſe, and then what would be the alternative? Beſides 
the motion might lay an imputation on the character of the 
Emperor, and make it believed in Germany, that he was 
not ſupported and beloved in Great Britain at a time when 
he had put his Empire at ſtake. He, therefore, thought the 
Houſe would loſe its underſtanding and its judgment, if it 
yoted either the motion or the amendment. 
Mr. Fekyll roſe in reply to Mr. Secretary Dundas; he ob- 
ſerved that the right honourable gentleman had not kept 
the promiſe he had made in ſome parts of his ſpeech ; namely, 
that of arguing the point before the Houſe, but had confined 
himſelf to mere preface and declamation. He had indeed 
been ſevere on the irregular and fAlraggling humanity of one 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) in which he had 
the honour of concurring with the right honourable Secre- 
| tary. There was an irregularity in many of that honourable 
gentleman's virtues ; in his love of public liberty, and in 
his love of peace. The right nonourable gentleman had 
faid we were not to dictate terms of humanity- Humanity 
certainly ſhould be ſpontaneous, but where it was wanting 
the ineulcation of it did honour to any body of men. His 
— Majeſty's miniſters did not on a former occaſion attend to the 
calls of humanity, however, forcibly and affectingly they 
were made by his right honourable friend Mr. Fox. He al- 
| thided to the propolition once ſuggeſted of interpoling to Gar 
| the 
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the life of the unfortunate Louis XVI. by a national addreſs 
to thoſe who exerciſed the powers of government in France. 


The right honourable Secretary at War had collected from 


anecdotes that the unfortunate Queen of France had de- 
clared ſhe could never forgive M. de la Fayette. If thoſe 
anecdotes were well founded in fact, ſtill the poſſible pre- 


judices of that Princeſs ought not to weigh in a caſe like 
the preſent, and at all events, could not affect the perſons 
of M. Bureau de puſy and M. de la Tour de Maubourg. At 
ſo late an hour, Mr. Jekyll ſaid he would treſpaſs no farther 


on the indulgence of the Houſe, but truſted to their own 


. feelings and juſtice. | 85 C 
General Fitzpatrick concluded with a ſhort reply to the 


objections. He had acquieſced in the amendment pro- 


poſed, becauſe he thought that the queſtion ſtill embraced 
all the eſſential points which he had in view. He had liſ- 


tened to the ſpeech of the right honourable ge:tleman (Mr. 
Windham); belides a very violent attack upon the principle 


of revolutions, in which was comprehended every endea- 
vour to meliorate the condition of our ſpecies, it was no 
other than an ingenious and well-directed philippic againſt 
his friend Mr. Pitt; and the ſymptoms of feeling which he 


had manifeſted on the preſent occaſion. The attack on the 


character of M. de la Fayette required little anſwer. Four 
years ago he had vindicated him againſt all the reproaches 


that were ſpread with ſo much virulence againſt him. Now 


they were renewed with an increaſe of bitterneſs, and as if 
they had not been refuted. In regard to Berthier's murder, 


the affair was perfectly underſtood. It was a violent tumult 


which no exertion could avert. La Fayette had been ap- 


ace commander of the national guard, but the day be- 


ore, and they were not brought into dicipline. In regard 
to the 5th and 6th of October, he had been hurried to Ver- 
ſailles by the guard. It was not his own intention to go thi- 
ther, but his preſence had done great good: it had probably 
ſaved the lives of the Royal Family. He could only ſay, in 


anſwer to the report attributed to the Queen, upon the au- 


thority of a gentleman who was in England when he made 
his motion before, that the Queen declared to him that ſhe 
_ owed her life to the good offices of M. de la Fayette. He 

had abſtained from all reflection on the memory of that un- 


fortunate Queen. Perhaps it would be more generous in 
the honourable gentleman to have obſerved the ſame rule. 


; i 0 With regard to the charge of the caſtle that night, he had 
_ aſked it, and it had been refuſed; and in regard to being re- 
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tired to repoſe when the tumult broke out, and their Ma- 
jeſties were forced to quit the palace, it was not to be won- 
dered that after being ſixty hours without ſleep, he ſhould 
ſcek for a little refreſhment. General Fitzpatrick faid, that 


he had but two points in view in the motion: 1ft. to relieve 
the unfortunate pcrſons; and, ſecondly, to vindicate the ho- 


nour of Great Britain. He had abſtained from going into. 


the pretenſions of the other two perſons, the fellow priſon- 


ers of M. de la Fayette. The one had been married but à 
few months before to a beautiful woman, who went to 
Vienna to ſolicit for her huſband, but not having taken the 
| precaytion of a concealed name, ſhe had been ordered to 
quxtthe Auſtrian territories, juſt as Alex. Lameth had been 
ordered to quit England, and _— away in 24 hours. 


The other priſoner was the father of eight children, and Mallet 


du Pan calls him an eſtimable and irreproachable character. 
The General concluded with a warm my to the gene- 


roſſity of the Houfe. 
The Houſc then diuided: — | 
A: Jes I — — — 3 50 
Noes 3500 132 
1 33 — 82 
The queſtion was therefore negatived. 5 
Adjoarned. | VS 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
SATURDAY, December 17. 
Mr. Hiubart brought up the report from the Committee 


5 Supply. It was a reſolution for the pay and clothing 


the Militia for the year 1797. The reſolutions were read 
and agreed to. 

Mir. Long brought up the report of the Eighteen Million 
Loan bill. The amendments were read and agreed to. The 


bill was ordered to be engrofled and read a third time on 


Monday, if then engroſſed. 
Mr. Long brought up alſo the report of the Stage Conch 
New Duty Pill, The amendments were read, agreed to, and 
the bill ordered to be engrofled, and to be read a wurd time on 
Mondays if then engroſſed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE KING. 


The  Chancellar of the Exchequer brought up a Meſſage 
from his Majelty, which was read from the Chair, a8 


follows: 
«© GEORGE 
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« GEORGE, R. | | | 

« His Majeſty thinks proper to acquaint the Houſe of Commons, that he 's at 

preſent engaged in concerting meaſures with his allies, in order to be fully prepa- 


red for the vigorous and effe {ual proſecution of the war, if the failure of his Ma- 


Jeſty's earneſt endeavours to effect a general peace, on ſecure and honourable terms, Ii 
ſhould unfortunately render another campaign unavoidable, And his Majeſty | | 
will not fail to take the firſt opportunity to communicate, the refult of theſe diſ- N 
cuſſions to the Houſe. In the interval his Majeſty conceives that it may be of the j 
greateſt importance to the common cauſe, that his Majeſty ſhould be enabled to WH 


continue ſuch temporary advances for the ſervice of the Emperor as may be indif- 
| penſibly neceſſary, with a view to military operations being proſecuted with vigonr 1 
and effect at an early period; and h's Majeſty recommends it to the Houſe to 1 
Conſider of making ſuch proviſion as may appear to them to be molt expedient for 
this purpoſe. | . % G. R. 


— . EY ET IT 
—— — - 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved, that his Ma- 
5 15 jeſty's Meſſage be taken into conſideration on Monday next. 
; _ Ordered. _ 9 F 
Deferred the other orders of the day to Monday. 
Adjourned. | „„ . 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
| 5 Moxpay, December 19. | a 

leard Mr. Grant, as counſel for the appellant, in the 

Scots appeal, Mackenzie, ver. Scott. Counſel for the reſ- 
pondent were not heard.---Their Lordihips, on the ſuggeſ- | 
tion of the Lord Chancellor, affirmed the judgment of the 

Court of Seſſion, and attached 1o0l. colts to the appealing 
Marty. _ | ES FS 5 LON | 
'The ſeveral bills on the table 

in their reſpective ſtages, 


(all private ones) were read 


MESSAGE FROM THE KING. 


The Lord Chancellor quitted the woolfack, and preſented 

a Meſſage from his Majeſty, which was read by the clerk, 
and appeared to be ſubſtantially the fame with that delivered 
laſt Saturday to the Houſe of Commons, by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. : N „„ 1280 
His Majeſty's Meſſage was 
dleration next da 
the occaſion. | 187 
The Loan bill was brought up by Mr. Hobart from the 
Houſe of Commons; as was al 


ſo the Dutch Property bill. 
Theſe were read a firſt time. ah, roperty bil 


YL ordered to be taken into conſi- 
y, and their Lordſhips to be ſummoned on 


* f 
N * . — IE EE 
f — A * 3 rn Eo IS. NG: > 2 7 , 
. „ n E KS ; * . * 1 
— ., / ITS LS 
wor r e FFF ho $2508 „ Ee EE Sad e 
- PE e RAE: 5 N n . | 


Two 


1 
1 
i1 
* 
1 
4 
1 q 
14 3 
14. 
b. 
* 199 
1 
6 
43 
44.89 
% 
: I 4 
C 
+ # 
: 
N 
#3 


Ae — 2 4 
r ERIE an ai eo om nh” 
2 1 — — — 
—_— — ——— Ace 
— — ac. . —_ — 


3 2 
” - — 1 —_— 
— n — FER 
3 aig en ů ů moe | 
"—_— 225 nc, "et, 
v4 i 
— —_ 


40 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Coxmons. 


Two private bills were received. After which an adjourn- 
ment took place. | | 


' HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monpar, Dec. 19. 


Mr. Roſe brought up the bill for the better raiſing of the 
AMilitia in the Tower Hamlets; which was read a ſirſt time, 
and ordered to be read a ſecond time the next day. 
Mr. Serjeant Adair ſaid, that as it was the general wiſh of 
_ _ gentlemen to give the Quakers fbill a full diſcuſſion in the 
committee; and as, from the preſent ſtate of public bu- 
fineſs and the near approach of the holidays, that object was 
not likely to be attained, he ſhould move, that the Houſe re- 
ſolve itſelf into a committee upon that bill on Friday, the 
_ jth of February, wiſhing it to be underſtood, that he did 
not mean to conſent to any further procraſtination of a buſi- 
neſs of ſo much importance to individuals and the public. 
The Committee on the Quakers bill was therefore poſt- 
poned. Jö 5 : 
The Dutch Property bill was read a third time, and 
= ĩ ĩ ĩ „ 
The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Ways 
and Means. 5 | „„ Tu, 
A reſolution for providing the pay and cloathing of the 
militia out of the land tax was agreed to, the Houſe was re- 
ſumed, and the report ordered to be received the next 
"ST jy | 1 e 
| The loan Bill was read a third time and paſſed. _ 
The report of the additional Poſtage Bill was brought 
oe, POSTAGE DUTY BILL. | ; 
Mr. Dent, upon the compariſon of the great produce and 
net revenue of the Poſt-office recommended to his honour- 
able friend (Mr. Long) to conſider the expence with which 
the bufineſs of the Poſt- office was attended, ariſing from the 
number of official franks and other cauſes. He enumerated 
in detail the various items contained in that paper reſpecting 
the expences attending that office in its different depart- 
ments, and ſaid, he thought that conſiderable retrenchments 
might be made. He ſuggeſted the propriety of putting the 
packets on the footing of the mail coaches, 1 defraying their 
charges by means of paſſengers. Finally, he ſaid, that he 
threw out theſe hints for the conſideration of his right = 
Ys JT 
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nourable friend (the Chancellor of the Exchequer), and ex- 
preſſed a wiſh that the papers ſhould be printed. = 


The report was read and agreed to with the amendment, 
and the Bill ordered to be read a third time the next day, if 
then, Nengroſſed. 33 8 

Mr. Grey moved for an account of the ſums paid in for 
the liquidation of the Imperial three per cent. annuities. 
Ordered. „„ 5 

1 HIS MAJESTY'S MESSAGE. 8 
The Order of the Day for taking into conſideration his 
Majeſty's moſt gracious meſſage being moved, and the mel- 
ſage being read | „„ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe, and ſaid, that import- 
ant as his Majeſty's*moſt gracious meſſage might ſeem, with a 
view to the ſituation and intereſts of this country, as well as to 
the ſituation and intereſts of Europe; important as it might 
ſeem to the vigorous and effectual proſecution of the war 
or the poſſibility and hope of the ſpeedy reſtitution of peace; 
and important as it might ſeem, even if that defirable event 
mould not take place, to be fully prepared for the other 
alternative, yet he had the ſatisfaction of finding the grounds 
to ſimple and ſo ſhort, that he ſhould have occaſion to treſ- 
paſs upon the time and attention of the Houſe for a few 
minutes only, ſince he truſted there would be no difference 
of opinion. He had formerly ſtated to the Houſe, what he 
thought would be the probable amount of the expences and 
_ proviſions for the ſervice of the preſent year, providing, at 
the ſame time, for any extraordinary or unforeſeen expences 
which might alſo be probably incurred. He had alſo ſtated 
to the Houle, upon a former occaſion, that it would probably 
be neceſſary to furnith his Majeſty's ally, the Emperor, with 
ſome further pecuniary afhſtance, to enable him to proſecute. 
the war with vigour and effect; the amount of which he. 
had compriſed in the ſum of three millions. Some advances 
to the Emperor the Houſe was apprized already had been 
made out of the proviſion for the extraordinaries ; and his 

Majeſty now thought proper to acquaint the Houſe of 
Commons, that he is at preſent engaged in concerting mea- 
ſures with his allies, in order to be fully prepared for either 
alternative, a vigorous and effectual proſecution of the war, 
or a ſecure, general, and honourable peace; and had there- 
by been induced to call upon that Houſe for their aſſiſtance. 
The meſſage of his majeſty was confined, therefore, to the 

diſcuſſions of being fully prepared for the vigorous and 
: gor 4 
effectual proſecution of the war, upon the hope of its acce- 


lerating 
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lerating a ſecure, general, and honourable peace; or if his 
Majelty's earneſt endeavours to accompliſh that object ſhould 


prove ineflectual, and unfortunately render another campaign 


unavoidable, then to enable his Majeſty, in concert with his 
allies, to profecute the campaign with vigorous and 
powerful exertions. His Majeſty had been further- 
more peleaſed to aſſure the Houſe, that the refult of the 
meaſures which he was concerting with his allies ſhould, 
at the firſt oportunity, be laid before him. In the mean 
time, however, and during the doubtful uncertainty of pro- 
tecuting war, or obtaining peace, his Majeſty conceived it 
to be of the greateſt importance to the common cauſe, to 


make application to the repreſentatives of the people at an 


carly” period, to enable bim to continue ſuch temporary 
advances for the ſervice of the Emperor as might be indiſ- 


penfibiy necefſary for either event: and to conſider of mak- 
ing ſuch proviſions as might be moſt expedient for that pur- 


poſe. The Houſe was to remember, that, by acceding to his 


Majeſty's propoſitions, and concerting with him in the 
neceflary meaſures for the theſe great and ſalutary ends; it 
might give to Europe and to this country the hope and 
Chance of peace, or enable his Majeſty to conteſt with every 


difficulty, if not furmount them, towards the attainment of 
that deſirable object. To be prepared indifterently for the 
ſpeedy completion of peace, and for the vigorous and effec- 
tual exertion of war, was his Majeſty's moſt earneſt wiſh, and 
and aſſurediy this was the beſt and molt ſerviceable mode of 


_ proceeding in any ſuppoſable ſituation. So clear a propoſi- 
tion, indeed, it would be improper to argue; and ſuch a 


mode of proceeding being abſolutely neceſſary for the ſuc- 
ceſs of our negociation, it would be equally improper to 


abandon the hopes and proſpects of that negociation at 
ſuch a criſis, by any oppoſition to the meaſures which his 


Majeſty was concerting. The Houſe was accordingly 
called upon not to diſcontinue ſuch advances to the Em- 
peror as might be indiſpenſibly neceſſary, with a view to 


the vigorous and effectual profecution of the military opera- 
tions in the next campaign, if ſuch a campaign ſhould 


be unavoidable. 'This he hoped and truſted the Houſe would 
accede to, eſpecially when he had futther to remind them, 
that under the temporary preſſures of laſt year, ſuch ad- 
vances had been made as produced that great and glorious 
change in the political affairs of Europe, which he conſidered 
as a circumſtance of additional encouragement to afford @ 


ſanclion to the adoption of fimilar meaſures when they were 


Col 
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conſtructed in a different degree. It would be too fanguine 
for him to ſay, that the difficulties and inconveniencies of 
the laſt year were wholly removed, but, - nevertheleſs, he 
thought it would become the Houſe to adopt that mode of 
proceeding in making remittances to the Emperor, which in 
more difficult times had been found practicable and 
expedient. Upon theſe grounds, though it might be pru- 
dent in ſome degree to limit the extent of the amount which 
might be neceſſary for the aſhitance of the Emperor, in the 
further proſecution of the war, he conceived it would be 
' wiſe and expedient to leave to the diſcretion of the executive 
government, the diſtribution, proportion, and the mode in 
which the advances ſhould be made. It was his intention, 
therefore, to move an humble addreſs of thanks to his Ma- 
jeſty for his moſt gracious meſſage, and to aſſure him, that 
the Houſe would take the meaſures he propoſed into conſi- 
deration, and afterwards refer the meſſage to a committee 
of ſupply, to vote that a ſum not exceeding 500,000]. © 
| ſhould be granted to his Majeſty for the aſſiſtance of his 
ally the Emperor; and that ſuch temporary advances ſhould 
be made as his Majeſty's miniſters ſhould deem adviſable. 
Having ſtated this, he concluded by moving the addreſs, 
which was, as uſual, an echo of the meſſage. „„ 
Sir William Pulteney ſaid, he totally diſapproved of the 
mode by which it was propoſed to give the aid to the Em- 
peror, and he likewiſe diſapproved the words in which the 
addreſs was couched. They ſeemed intended to white-waſh 
the conduct of the right honourable gentleman, and to imply 
that no cenſure had been expreſſed againſt the manner in 
which advances to the Emperor had already been made, 
though there certainly was conveyed in the amendment, which - 
paſſed on a former night, a diſapprobation of his conduct, 
and he was ſure would be conſidered as ſuch for an hundred 
years to come. The words of the addreſs implied, that the 
mode formerly adopted was to be followed. He could not 
however but diſapprove of that mode. The right honourable 
_ gentleman had defended himſelf the preceding night chiefly 
in a commercial view, but the argument he then ſupported 
was refuted by an account upon the table. Laſt year a very 
favourable loan had been made, and a perſon who had been 
diſappointed in obtaining the contract, Mr. Morgan, ſtated 
that he never calculated upon a loan of three millions, be- 
cauſe he conceived it impoſſible to be carried into effect. 
Upon a former night an honourable gentleman (Mr. S. 
Vol. I. 1796. 3P 5 Thornton), 


webs r 9 — 
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Thornton), a director of the Pank, had told the Houſe that 
a deputation from the Bank had waited upon, the miniſter, and 


informed him that ſuch. a meaſure would be highly Injuri- 


ousto the commercial intereſts of the country. It was well 


known what was the true meaning of an advice from a power- 
ful body, ſuch as from the Houle of Commons to his Ma- 
jeſty, however mild might be the terms in which. it was con- 
veyed. Of this the right honourable gentleman ſeemed to 


be aware. With regard to the difeount upon navy bills, 


formerly it had been the practice to pay the contractors in 
this way, but to make up for the diſcount they were in uſe to 
charge it upon the amount of their demand. "Thoſe who 
received navy bills in payment were not intereſted in making 
the diſcount low, becauſe they were allowed for the rate 
which the difcount bears. From comparing the different 


rates of diſcounts. of navy bills at the time when the vight 
honourable gentleman had yielded to the idea that it was im- 
poſſible to remit a loan publickly to the Emperor, it appeared 


that the diſcount then was not lower than it had been fince 


the navy bills were funded, a meaſure from which fo much 
advantage was expected by the right honourable gentleman, 


From the mode which had been adopted, the Em- 
peror could not know the extent of the aſſiſtance he was to 


receive, nor in this way could it have the proper effect upon 
his exertions. In fact the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 


relied upon tlie ſtatements given by the Bank, and had not 5 


derived his information from the ſtate of the country. There 


were ſeveral cauſes which had produced the embarraſſment 


that then prevailed. The Bank altered thir mode of accom- 
modation in the way of diſcounts, and took their revenge on 
the country for the meaſures of the right honourable gentle- 
man, in clandeſtinely remitting ſums to the Emperor. The 


right honourable gentleman feemed deſirous to do the ſame. 
He wiſhed to have the Emperor in his power, that he might 
influence him in the negociations for peace. Did he with to 
act by him in the ſame manner as this country had done at 
the treaty of Utrecht, and have it in his power to leave him 
in the lurch if he refuſed to co-operate in the meaſuzes that 
were in hand for peace? The proper way was fairly to come 

forward with a ſpecific loan. The Emperor did not aſk a 
ſubſidy ; he diſdained it. It was by a vote of parliament for 


the purpoſe that it ſhould be done, The exertions of the 
Emperor had fayed Europe and this country, for the French 
would certainly have attempted. an invaſion here had they, 

| | IG Be” ay . ſucceeded 
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ſucceeded againſt Auſtria, The Executive Pirectorf of 
France, in order that they might reconcile the people to the 
policy of acceding to the terms which this country ſhould 
' propoſe, ſeemed in this critical moment to have made pub- 
lick the exhauſted ſtate of their army, and their want of re- 
ſources, that the propoſitions being accepted, the Emperor 
might be left alone, or forced to agree to any terms. 'The 
Emperor had rather ſhewn a backwardneſs to the whole 
buſineſs of negociation which had been going on, and he 
was ſhocked with the idea of any influence being uſed to in- 
duce him to act contrary to his opinion and inclination. A | 
particular ſum ought therefore to be ſpecifically voted in the 
way of loan. He ſhould therefore move as an amendment, 
that the whole of the Addreſs, after the words ©* moſt ex- 
pedient,' ſhould be left out. ns e 
Mr. Bontine (member for Dunbartonſhire) ſeconded the 
amendment. e | a i Eg: 
Mir. Samuel Thornton ſaid, that, as the hon. Baronet had 
alluded to what had fallen from him on a former night, with 
reſpect to the Bank, he thought it neceflary to correct the 
_ honourable Baronet where he appeared to have miſunderſtood 
him. The Bank had oppoſed the remittance of money from 
this kingdom, becauſe the twenty-four gentlemen, who were 
n the direction of it, conceived that ſuck a meaſure was not, 
at the time at which it was propoſed, well ſuited to the pe- 
cumary circumſtances of the country. But this opinion had 
Not taken its riſe in their minds from any regard to the dif- 
count of navy bills; it was founded on two points—on an 
obſervation of the courſe of exchange with Hamburgh be- 
coming very low, and on the reduced price which bullion bore 
in the market. In what the honourable baronet had ſaid with 
reſpect to the difcounts of the Bank, he was (Mr. Thornton) 
belicyed he could aſſure him, miſinformed and miſtaken. 
Mr. Nicholls conſidered 1: as very dangerous in the preſent 
| ſcarcity of ſpecie, to ſend money out of the country. He 
thought that the DireCtors of the bank ſhould be brought to 
the bar to give information to the Houſe upon this ſubjeQ. 
It was well known to every banker that filver coin bore a 
premium and a friend of his had even told him that he gave 
two per ce. for it. He conſidered this advance 500,000). 
as but the commencement of a ſyſtem of tending money out 
of the country, which, in his opinion, would be attended 
with the moſt dangerous conſequences. _ Pg et 
Mr. Dent defended the conduct of the bank, and hoped 
that government and the bank would always go hand in hand, 
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and if any idea was entertained of ſetting up any other body 
in oppoſition to it, he was convinced would be merely a 
bank in the air. It was impoſſible that could exiſt. 

Mir. Fox ſaid, he thought he ſhould have acted improperly 
if he did not take notice of the ſubject which was now be- 
fore the Houſe. He ſhould however do it very ſhortly. It 
was now a fact not diſputed, that a large ſum of money had 
been ſent to the Emperor during the fitting of parliament, 


and no intimation whatever was given of that event to the 


Houſe. The ſum which was now propoſed was, to him, a 
trifling conſideration, when compared to the danger of the 


principle on which it was propoſed to be voted, and the prac- 


tice which the miniſter might follow it up with, ſince after 


this vote he might ſend money to the Emperor without the 


knowledge of parliament, in the fame way as he had done 


already. Suppoſe the Houſe granted the ſum of 500,000). 
as now propoſed ; and ſuppoſe alſo, that the Houſe ſhould 


expreſs itſelf in the cleareſt manner as to the mode in which 
this money was to be applied. What then? The miniſter 
would, in the mean time, advance much more money to the 
Emperor as he ſhould think fit, or if he ſhould think 
tit, he would withhold any part or the whole of it. 
The Houſe might expreſs themſelves in their addreſs 
to his Majeſty as correctly as they pleaſed ; they might limit 
the application of the money in what way they pleaſe 


the miniſter would afterwards purſue his own plan, 
and apply the money as he ſhould think fit; he would after- 


wards, whenever he condeſcended to addreſs parliament on 


the ſubject, tell them that it was true he did not apply the 7 


money ſpecifically as voted by the Houſe, for that the exi- 


gencies of the publick ſervice required he ſhould apply it in 
another manner, that unforeſeen events occurred which re- 


quired that he ſhould make ſuch diſpoſition of it. This 


would not be new conduct in the preſent miniſter, for the 


Houſe had lately found that he had iſſued large ſums of money 


before he deigned to come to parliament to aſk for it. In the 
opinion of ſome perſons that might be a very proper way of 
carrying on the affairs of government. Some might think 
that the miniſter might come to parliament at any time; to 
which he muſt ſay, that his chief objection was to the Houle 
of Commons carrying on ſuch a farce and deluſion to the 
publick by pretending that it had any thing to do with the 
ways and means, over which he pretended to have a controul. 


He would vote for the amendment, becauſe it tended, in ſome 


degrecy 
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per to truſt a miniſter with the mana 
what they had ſeen of the condu 


amendment, and therefore he ſhould vote for it; but a 
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degree, to ſhew that deluſion to the publick. He had liſten- 
ed, and he ought to liſten, with great attention to the hon. 
Baronet who propoſed the amendment, and he was ready to 
confeſs, although there were ſome parts of his ſpeech which 
he agreed with perfectly, there were other parts with which 
he could not agree. The latter was the caſe with regard to 


what the honourable Baronet had ſaid of the Bank. He con- 


ceived that the Houſe of Commons had nothing to do with 
the mode in which the Bank managed their diſcounts. The 
Bank, in his opinion, were the ſole judges of the manner 
in which they ſhould manage their diſcounts. The publick 
as he conceived, had no right to interfere in that buſineſs, nor 
had the Houſe of Commons any authority upon the ſubject. 
It was not in his opinon their buſineſs to expreſs either praiſe 
or cenſure upon the conduct of the Bank with regard to diſ- 
counts. But if the Houſe had what it ought to have, what 


it formerly had, the controul of the finance of the country, 
and the Bank were compelled to adopt a certain mode dif- 
ferent from their uſual one, that is, to narrow their difſ- 


counts, in conſequence of the conduct of the Houſe in fin- 
ancial affairs, then indeed the obſervations of the honourable. 


baronet would be very applicable to the ſubject before the 


Houſe, for certain it was, that the conduct of the Houſe 
might compel the Bank to narrow their diſcounts, ſuppoſing 
the Houſe to have the controul of the application of publick 


money. He was at that time queſtioning how far we ought 


to advance money to the Emperor. He was not ſaying we 


ſhould not, or ought not to ſend to the Emperor any more 


money, for that was not the topic which he wiſhed to dif. 
cuſs at preſent. He could not help obſerving, however, that 


it we were at all eyents to give to the Emperor any further 


pecuniary aid, it would be better in the ſhape of a ſubſidy 
than that of a loan; for he thought the ſecurity of the re- 
payment of a loan to be ſuch as was very precarious ; beſides, 
in its nature a loan was a thing of all things the moſt impro- 
gement of, eſpecially after 
| ct of the parties already. 
When they granted a ſubſidy they ſtipulated at leaſt for ſome- 
thing as an equivalent; when they made a loan the proba- 
bility of repayment was to be reflected on, which was not 
in his opinion, very great, when he conſidered the nature of | 
the ſecurity. "Fhe Houſe therefore, inſtead of entruſting 
all theſe things to the miniſter, ought to conſide in its a 
judgment. That was in ſome meaſure the object of the 


{ter 
all, 
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all, if the Houſe did not interfere in the conduct of the 
miniſter in ſending money out of the country, all they could 
do upon this amendment would amount to nothing but a 
deluſion to the people, telling them that the Houſe had taken 
the publick purſe into their own hands. He withed the 
Houle to conſider theſe things properly. 


Mr. Grey agreed in the ſentiments uttered by his right 


honourable friend upon this fubject; he agreed in part alſo 
with the honourable baronet who had moved the amendment. 
His right honourable friend had preferred a ſubſidy to a loan; 

and why did he? Undoubtedly his right honourable friend 
had ſtated correctly the nature of the ſecurity. It was, in 
his opinion, eſſential that the Houſe ſhould conſider the na- 
ture of that ſecurity not only to the public, but alſo to the 


ſubſcribers who had embarked in the Auſtrian loan, under 


the faith and authority of parliament. The Houſe ſhould 
adyert to what had been done in the loan tothe Emperor, in 
which there were two points to be confidered—the intereſt 
of the money, and the 92,000]. which the Emperor was to 

provide for the reduction of the capital which was at this time 
in arrear. This being the caſe, the Houſe ought to know the 
ſecurity they had to truſt to. The Emperor had failed in the 


_ firſt of his engagements in a certain degree, and totally with 


regard to another part of that engagement, for no ſuch re- 
mittance as that of the promiſed 92,000l. had taken place in 
point of fact. Inſtead of ſending ninety thouſand pounds 
a-year for the purpoſe of forming a ſinking fund, he made 
no remittance, and no finking fund had taken place. By 
tais failure, the ſecurity had been injured 3 and this was 


roved by the difference between the three per cent contols, 


and the Imperial three per cents. He owned that it had becn 
a matter of curioſity with him, to know why the latter 


were always three per cent lower in value than the former; 


this, however, had been explained by the papers laid on the 
table, and muſt be imputed to the failure of the Emperor 
to perform what he had ſtipulated to do. The three per 
cent. conſols were kept up in value by the operation of the 


ſinking fund. The Imperial three per cents. fell lower than 


tie conſols, becauſe the poſſeſſors of that ſtock had not the 


ſame ſecurity. The publick here had therefore ſuffered by 
that event, and the holders of ſtock were materially affected, 
The miniſter talked much of thoſe qualities which are the 
neceſſary companions of valour, particularly that of good 


fail! in pecuniary concerns. Now, giving his Imperial — 
| ee | je 
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jeſty credit for theſe qualities, he wiſhed to know what ex- 


pectation the Houſe had of the repayment of any future 
loan, when it found he had not fulfilled the engagements he 
had already made on others. But the ſum at that time to 
be voted, as his right honourable friend had ſaid already, 
was to him, comparatively of little importance when placed 
by. that of the conduct of the miniſters towards that Houſe 
in matters of finance. He wiſhed to know what the miniſter 


could ſay on the fraudulent account which he cauſcd to be 


laid before the Houle the laſt year, in anſwer to a motion of 
his upon the vote of credit? When he aſked how the vote 


of credit was applied, he ſaid, that part had been applied to 


the army, part to the navy, and part to the ordnance. It 
now appeared, however, that a very conſiderable part of 


that ſum (1,400,0001) had been applied to the ſupport of | 
the army under the prince of Conde, and other foreign ob- 
jets. He put it therefore to the Houſe whether they would 


allow the miniſter not only to the ſend money out of the 
country when he thinks proper, but alſo to permit him to 


lay falſe accounts of the application of that money before 


. EE * 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid he ſhould not have 


thought neceſſary to have troubled the Houſe at that time, 
| but that the honourable gentleman had ſaid ſomething that 
required an anſwer. The honourable gentleman who ſup- 


ported the amendment, ſeemed to rely a great deal upon 
the argument that it was better at once to give a ſum 
by way of ſubſidy to the Emperor, than by way of loan. 


as he conſidered the ſecurity given for repayment in 


the litter inſtance to be not of much value. If however the 


loan given did not exceed the amount of the propoſed ſub- 
ſidy, even in the worſt caſe the country could not be greatly 


a ſufferer. It had been noticed that his Imperial Majeſty 
had not hitherto made good the ſtipulated inſtalments, and 
the intereſt due upon the former loan. The arrangements 
for that purpoſe with the court of Vienna had not been com- 


pletely ſettled. But he put it to the Houſe, whether under all 


the circumitances of the preſent year, a failure of this ſort. 
could be conſidered as any proof of want of faith on the part 


of the Emperor? The honourable baronet ſeemed inclinable to 
quarrel with miniſters becauſe they had not adopted a reſolu- 
tion to advance a much larger ſum for the ſervice of his 
Imperial Majeſty, without adverting that the ſum which he. 


luggeſted, might be more than either his Majeſty wanted, or 
this country, could conveniently ſpare, With refpect to there 
St ring 


* ay 2 2 — 
_— 5 a a. 2 — 5 . 
— T — . Cp , — 27 Nu Sos. GN 2 - —_— 
2 — - - ES - — — EE 3 — : * * 2 2 . A he 
a r —— * p 33 3 — _ — > a m_ - _— S r 1 < - — 
_ r * * ">. - — 25 2 > — * —— — by ” = © A - 
* = EEE Cone K ͤ EL Sri t — — rr 2 . — — 
— = ; 5 Z : nn : pe - 
PEER — ge = Ss — —— 
6 x" — — — - non 2h =D - 


== AE” — 
es. at, Ar ̃ 2 
"= Cort i — 
- 23 i > 


— —— 


— « * 
— — — 
> —— "I MEE). "> MA IU —4#. 4 D — — 
e — ũ—u,. —w_—_—— 
\ 
o 


— — 


my 


4 WONDFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. I Commons. 


having been no account of the former advance in the Exchequer 
Bills, he would obſerve that theſe Exchequer Bills were only 
one mode of raifing money for the year; but parliament 
might afterwards apply that money when raiſed any way it 
ihould think proper. The caſh raiſed by the vote of credit 
laſt year was like all other money, not deſtined originally for 
any ſpecific purpoſe ; but in the ultimate. appropriation of 
the whole at the end of the year, it would amount to the 
lame thing. If the honourable gentleman was not ſatisfied 
with this explanation, he might bring the ſubje& forward in 
any other way he ſhould think proper at a more covenient 
time. All thoſe who ſupported the amendment admitted 
that ſome advance was neceſſary, and it was even contended 
that an advance was neceſſary to a greater amount than was 
now propoſed ; he did not therefore apprehend any very ſeri- 
_ ous objection to the addreſs. 5 „ 
Mr. Grey roſe to explain. He ſaid that according to the 
manner in which publick money had been diſpoſed of, all 
controul of Parliament on that ſubject was done away. | 
Mr. Sheridan wiſhed to aſk the miniſter two {queſtions ;_ 
the one a matter of fact, the other a matter of opinion. 
Whether the whole amount of the money advanced to the 
Emperor (excepting a ſmall ſum which was returued out of 
the laſt payment to his Imperial Majeſty) 1s not due to this 
country? And while this ſum is four millions and an half, 
and the Emperor 1s applying for another loan, and if that 
ſum ſhould be doubled, what ſecurity have we that any 
punctuality will be obſerved by the Emperor in his future 
payments ? V 5 
Mr. Pulteney s motion, was negatived without a diviſion. 
Mr. Sheridan then roſe, and after a ſhort introduction propo- 
ſed the following amendment at the end of the addreſs. 
Jour Majeſty's faithful Commons having thus manifeſted 
their determination to enable your Majeſty to give ſuch aſſiſt- 
ance to your Majeſty's ally the Emperor, as may be indiſ- 
panſibly neceſſary in the unfortunate event of an unfavoura- 
ble iſſue to the preſent negociations for peace, cannot omit 
this occaſion of expreſſing their deep regret, that your 
Majeſty's miniſters ſhould in recent inſtances have preſumed 
to iſſue ſimilar aſſiſtance to the Emperor without any previous 
application to parliament ſo to do: thereby acting, as your 
Majeſty's gracious meſſage appears in a great meaſure to 
admit, in defiance of the eſtabliſhed practice and in violation 
ot the conſtitutional privileges of this Houſe.” _ e 
Negatived without a diviſion. 


cou- 
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COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 
The Houfe then reſolved itſelf into a committee of ſupply, 
when the following reſolution was move! 
« That a ſum not excceding 500,000l. be given to his 
Majeſty to be applied to the ſervice of the Emperor, to be 
iſſued at ſuch times and in ſuch a manner as his Majeſty may 
| Nen 0 
g Mr. Fox called the attention of the committee to the re- 
| ſolution which was before it. He wiſhed to learn whether. 
they had any reaſon to know what would be the effect of; 
what they were now called upon to do? Had they any 
means of knowing what the application would be of this 
money if parliament ſhould grant it? How did they know; 
that the money was not advanced already? The manner, 
in which the miniſters had brought the money affairs of the 
public before parliament, was ſo complicated that it was 
impoſſible the Houſe of Commons could underſtand them 
clearly. When the miniſter gave an account of the yote; 
of credit for the year 1790s he blended different ſervices, 
together, made a general fund for them, and afterwards 
placed the different ſums applied to different ſervices under, 
their proper heads; by which means it was impoſſible for 
the Houſe of Commons to ſee properly into the falſity of the 
miniſter's accounts. He would aſk, under what pretence 
it was that the miniſter applied a vote of credit, given ex- 
preſsly to a proſpective ſervice for exigencies which might 
ariſe, to ſervices which, to his knowledge, had ariſen an- 
tecedent to that vote? He aſked, why the miniſter de-. 
_ ceived that Houſe ſo ſhameleſsly, why he made uſe of his 
Majeſty's moſt ſacred name, thereby impoſing upon the 
Houſe more ſpeciouſly, to ſtate what he knew would be a 
_ deception upon the Houſe? The miniſter took a vote of 
credit avowedly for ſervices which he ſaid were to come, 
at the very time he knew theſe ſervices had actually taken 
place. Why did he conceal that fact when he ſtated his 
accounts to the Houſe? The extraordinaries were made 
up from different periods in what is called the budget; and 
afterwards. followed up to the end of the year 1795. Why 
did the miniſter conceal from the Houſe at that time the 
money that had been advanced to colonel Crauford, and 
then call it money to be applied to unforeſeen ſervices, as 
they might occur? Knowing, well knowing, at that time 
they had actually foccurred, for the money was at that 
time paid for theſe very ſervices. Theſe expences had. 
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| paid in December of the ſame year, before the miniſter 


opened his budget, and obtained that vote of credit. Why 
To deceive the Houſe of Commons with 
The miniſter ſaid that the vote of credit 
de facto was applied to other ſervices, and that in the reſult 
the accounts were fair; but this was deceiving the Houſe 


did he do this? 
falſe accounts. 


with a falſe account; for when the miniſter came ſorward 
with the accounts under their proper heads of ſervice, it was 
found that the ſums which were voted expreſsly for proſ- 


pective ſervices, had been actually applied to former ſer- 


' vices. 80 that under the ſanction of a meſſage from his 
Majeſty the Houſe of Commons voted a ſum of money for 
proſpective ſervices in 1796, which wete applied to ſervices 


performed in 1795. Thus did the miniſter obtain money 


under falſe pretences. The cenſequence of ſuch conduct 


might be dreadful to the country, as it entirely took away 
the diſcretion of the Houſe of Commons by depriving it of 


the means of judging of the eſtimate of any ſervices what- 


ever, and made them give blindly to the miniſter ſums of 
the public money without any knowledge of their applica- 


tion, until it was too late to judge of that application. If 
the miniſter was to be permitted to purſue ſuch a plan as 


this, there would be an end entirely of the power ot the 
Houſe over the public purſe; thus the miniſter had taken 
a courfe of obſcurity, concealment and fraud, for it was 


nothing leſs than obſcurity, concealment and fraud to aſk 


for money for proſpective unforeſeen ſervices, and after- 


wards to apply it to antecedent and known ſervices. There was 


no point of view in which he could put this caſe ſtronger 
than that which he had done already, namely, to conſider 


this as the cafe of a ſteward. If a gentleman's ſteward = 


were to apply for money to defray future expences, and 
having obtained it, applied it to defray expences which he 
had formerly incurred, but had concealed from his employer, 


that would not be deemed a very faithful ſteward ; and the 
tranſaction would be ſaid at leaſt to be very fuſpicious. 


That was at beſt the caſe of the minifter. If the Houſe 


ſmould ſuffer this to paſs without their marked reprobation, 


they would, in his opinion, abandon the very principle on 


Which that Houſe could be ſaid to be worth any thing to the 


people of this-country. He did not know how far this de- 
rilection of duty was to be carried. He would aver, that if 
money was to be thus voted, and no meaſure taken to 
eck the miniſter in his ſyſtem of fraud and deception, not 


ch 


member of that Houſe, with all the talents he 


could 
all 
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call into action, could be able to tell his conſtituents what 


was the amount of the expcnce with which he was loaded 
in the courſe of the votes Which have already paſſed 
this ſeſſion, becauſe the whole was to be left to the di- 


cretion of the miniſter. I the Houſe of Commons were to 


to conduct themiclves, he did not fee how they could be of 
more ſervice to the people of this country than any other 
body of gentlemen of the ſame number, who met at any 


other place for their amuſement, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the obſervation of 


the right hon. gentleman did not at all apply to the queſ- 


tion immediately before the committee. 1 he propriety of 
of voting 2 ſum e 509,000. for the fervice which had been 


ſtated, ay referred merely to former accounts, Which 


had been laſt ycar the ſubject of diſcuiion. He had al- 
ways held out that the money raifed by Exchequer Bills was 


applicable to the purpoſe of the general ſupply of the year. 
He had laſt year ſtated preciſely the ſame doctrine. He had 
then aſſerted the propriety oi a retroſpect uſe of the vote of 
credit under certam circumſtances, as well as with a view 


to any unforeſeen emergency which might occur. The ac- 
counts which had laſt year been produced, related merely 


to the different funds from which a ſum had been raiſed, and. 

did not diſtinguiſh the particular ſervices to which it had 
been applied. So much had been raiſed by Exchequer Bills 

on the Land and Malt Tax, by Exchequer Bills on the dif- 
tribution of annuities, and by Exchequer Bills on the vote 
of credit. So much had been paid to the Bank of England, 
and ſo much to the Paymaſter general of the Forces. A 
ſum had been expended to the amount of eight millions, 
but it was not ſtated how much had been applied for the 


eſtabliſhment, and how much had been incurred for extra- 


ordinaries. If it was aſked, why the extraordinaries were 
not made up to the 24th December, fo as to diſtinguiſh 
thoſe expences which were now made the ground of objec- 


tion? The reaſon ſimply was, that the Bills had not been 


paid by the Paymaſter General till the 31ſt December. It 
was true that the ſum had been beforehand advanced by the 
Bank, and it was expreſsly ſtated in the Houſe. at the period 
of the former diſcuſſion, that there were certain arrears then 
due to the Bank. But till the bills had bœen paid by the 
Poſtmaſter General, the ſum did not come to be 3 


among the amount of the extraordineries. No account cf 


the particular allotment of the ſums had been given laſt year. 
becauſe no ſuch account was then called for. As to the 


302 '_  * argumert 
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argument that it would be impoſſible, by the mode of pro- 


ceeding that had been adopted in producing the accounts, 
to know the true ſtate of the finances of the cauntry, it was 
undoubtedly impoſſible, amidſt a number of complicated 


objects of expenditure, to aſcertain preciſely at one period 


all the details. But, he truſted, that it would appear that 
laſt year there had been no attempt at concealment, and 


that no information which had been required had been 


withheld ſo far as it could at the time be properly pro- 


duced. 


Mr. Grey ſaid, that he wiſhcd to uſe the utmoſt brevity 
on the preſent occaſion, as he was deſirous as muc' as poſ- 
ible to keep the right honourable gentleman to one point, 


and to prevent him from evading any preciſe explanation 
by the multiplication of words. He defired to aſk, whe- 


ther from the whole of the ſtatement he had juſt made, any 
\ Honeſt and intelligent man could derive the means of un- 
derſtanding the ſtate of the accounts, as laid upon the table? 


From the mode in which the right honourable gentleman 
talked of uſing the vote of credit, no account could be in- 


telligibie. When he (Mr. Grey) called laſt year for ac- 
counts, he wiſhed to aſcertain not only how much had been 
expetded, but how much had been applied to each particu- 
lar ſervice. Such was the object of his motions at that time. 
The right honourable gentleman now ſaid, that ſo much 
was raiſed by Exchequer Bills on one fund, and fo much on 
another. What had this to do with the information which 
he had required as to the application of the different ſums. 
When he found from the accounts, that eight millions had 


becn paid to the Paymaſter-General of the forces, would 


not any plain man underſtand that this ſum had been in- 
curred for the ſervice of the army. Could he poſſibly con- 


ceive that, under this deſcription, was comprehended the 


amount of a ſubſidy to the Prince of Conde? If ſuch a 


mode of applying the public money, and afterwards ſtating 
the accounts, was ſanctioned by the Houſe, the act of ap- 
proptiation would be merely waſte paper, and the diſtribu- 


tion paper good for nothing; there would be an end of all 
that controul which parliament affected to poſſeſs over the 
purſe of the nation, and the diſpoſal of the revenue would, 
in future, be entirely left at the diſcretion of the miniſters. 


When, under the deſcription of money paid to the Paymaſ- 


ter-General, they found that there was a ſum of 341, oool. 
remitted to the Prince of Conde, and another ſum of 
1,400, oool. expended for a different purpoſe, what conſi- 


© dence 
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dence could they have in the accounts laid upon the table, 


- 
x . 


money 2! _ ae 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer in reply to Mr. Grey, 
| ſtated that the account of general ſervices, which was laſt 
year laid upon the table, gave as much information as it 
purported. The honourable gentleman muſt have known 
that the mode of iſſuing money for the ſervice of foreign 


and what ſecurity againſt the improper application of public 


troops was by bills drawn upon the Paymaſter-General, 


and that all bills of exchange were alſo drawn in the ſame 
way. The account of laſt year indeed gave no items with 


| reſpect to the application of the expence, and no items had | 
then bren demanded. If the honourable gentleman at that 
time wiſhed to aſcertain the particulars, he ought to have 


brought forward a motion for that purpoſe. _ 


Mr. Grey faid, that he muſt object to an inference fo 


often reſorted to by the honourable gentleman, that a mem 


ber of that Houſe was not entitled to complain of any in- 


ſtance of public abuſe, becauſe he had omitted to bring it 


forward on a former occaſion ; with reſpe to himſelf, 


if he had had the leaſt notion that under the article of army 


_ expenditure was included a large ſubſidy to a foreign prince, 


he would not have failed in the firſt moment to remonſtrate 
againſt ſo groſs an application of public money. But 


though he daily ſaw the right honourable gentleman in the 
habit of violating acts of parliament, and making continual 
inroads on the conſtitution, he did not conceive him to 


have been guilty of a conduct ſo expreſsly in the teeth o 
exiſting acts of parliament, and fo entirely ſubverſive of 
every conſtitutional principle. It was on this ground only, 


that he had omitted to touch on the particular topic now 


in queſtion, at the period of laſt year when he had exerted _ 
his beſt endeayours to get to the bottom of that foul and 
_ monſtrous ſyſtem which had been adopted by miniſters in 


the expenditure of the public money. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer was ſorry that the honout- _ 


able gentleman made it requiſite not only for him to uſe a 
great number of words, but to uſe the fame words oftener 
than once. He did not complain that the honourable gen- 

tleman argued againſt a meaſure now, which he had let paſs 
without animadverſion before. All he ſaid was this, that 


the honourable gentleman, laſt ſeſſion, got all the informa- 


tion which he aſked for, and that he gaye a proof that he 
was ſatisfied with the degree of information which he re- 
ceived by not objecting to the accounts as deficient or ur- 

n „ latisfactory 
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ſatisfactory in any reſpect. But now that he had got ſome 


more particular information, than what he was then in 
poſſeſſion of, in the plenitude of his politenefs, his candour, 
and his juſtice, he termed that a concealment on the part of 
miufters, which was neither more nor lets than an account 
under a general head which was now preſented in a more 
detailed point of view. . „ 
Mr. Fox was of opinion, that the tranſaction alluded to 1 
by his honourable friend, was not only a concealment but a . 
3 fraudulent concealment, and he appealed to the Houſe, 2 
1 whether they could give any other colour to the tranſaction ? 
He aſked if it was to be expected, if any perſon ever ima- 
gined, that the account of the extraordinaries of the army 
l contained a loan or ſubſidy to a foreign Prince? What 
| was the nature of a vote of credit? It was completely and 
= directly profpective, and could never communicate to hin: 
any authority to apply the ſums voted to diſcharge of arrears 
previouſly incurred. In order to be convinced that it was 
folely its object, he referred them to the words of the act. 
There they would find its object to be to provide not for 
ſuch expences as ſhall have ariſen, but for fuch expences 
as may ariſe. He referred alſo to the language which the 
Honourable gentleman himſelf had held in opening the bud- 
get for 1796. He then calculated the extraordinarics for 
the enfuing year lower than they were laft year, and he af- 
 Ggned this reaſon. The extraordinaries for the year 1795 
| he alledged had been high, becauſe we had an army to main- 
tain upon the continent, an expence from which we {ſhould 
be freed in the preſent year. He never mentioned, how- 
ever, his intention of ſending half a million to the Prince of 
Conde's army, though he had determined upon the mcafurc, 
and though he well knew that this would make the extra- 
ordinaries of the army this year full as high as they were laſt 
year. But there the honourable gentleman thought proper 
to defend himſelf by referring to the dates at which the 
Bills were paid. This, however, was a moſt filly and ſu- 
_ perficial apology, for every one faw, that, though the Bills 
were not paid till December, they were all drawn before, 
ſome of them as early even as the month of June. He muſt 
have known, at the opening of the budget of this expence, 
and yet he concealed it, and for what reaſon 2 To deceits 
and delude the country, and to ſhew the Houſe that the 
public money was at his, and not at their diſpoſal. After 
this concealment, he afterwards brought down a meſflage 
from the King, applying for a vote of credit, not 3 - 
| „„ char 
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Charge paſt arrears, but to provide for future and unforeſeen 
ſervices. The application was evidently wholly proſpective: 


there ſeemed to be nothing retroſpective, either in the views of 
the honourable gentleman, or in the intention of the Houſe 
of Commons, His conduct then appeared to be dictated by 
no other motive than that of deceiving, deluding, and 
cheating parliament into an aſſent of a meaſure about which 
he was either afraid to conſult them, or reſpecting which he 
would not condeſcend to acknowledge them. He again put 
it to the committee, whether they would tolerate ſuch con- 
duct in a ſteward, an alluſion which in his opinion was ex. 


rremely applicable to the relation in which the honourable 
gentleman ſtood to the Houfe of Commons. He put it to 


gentlemen not only whether they could form a preciſe idea 
of the ſtate of the public finances, while ſuch eonduct was 


allowed to paſs without reprehenſion, but whether they 
could form any eſtimate, or even venture to gueſs at the 
expences of the country at all. When the Chancellor of 


the Exchequer came forward, pretending to calculate the 
public expence for the enſuing year, was it to be ſuppoſed 
that in this calculation he had paſt extraordinaries in his eye. 

In the preſent inſtance, however, knowing what the actual 


expences of the country were, he eoncealed them from the 


| Houſe of Commons, wiſhing to keep them ignorant, either 


of the real expences of the war, or of the plan of granting 
fubſidies which he adopted. Mr. Fox obſerved, that the 


honourable gentleman was ſmiling: as much as to ſay, | 
c What! would 1 not have dared to communicate my in- 
tentions to the laſt parliament? what is there which I would 
not have dared to communicate to them?“ But, ſaid Mr. 
Fox, after they had done ſo much for him, perhaps the 


| honourable gentleman did not chooſe to put them on hard 
ſervice on the ſeſſion preceding the diſſolution. He again 
inſiſted, that it was totally impoſſible for auy man uncon- 


netted with the Treaſury to form a juſt opinion of the 


finances of the country, while the miniſter was permitted 


thus to diſcloſe or conceal whatever expences he might think 


proper. How was it poſlible for the committee to know, 
that even on this very day there was not a million ſent to the 
Emperor beyond the ſum now applied for? If he had uſed 


ſtrong language, it was, in his opinion, juſtified by facts; 


and therefore he would not retract it. He fat down, de- 


read. 


2 IL , = - 
- — 7 > 


a 7 — — 
— 2 —— — — 


2 
—— 


1 — —— 


ſiring that the Vote of Credit Act for laſt year might be 


** = 
S ee ee —————— == 


OLE —— ͤ Ä— 
— — he — oy , 


——— 


- | eB. 


ee 4 Lt 
Men myths ne Se 


© 
— — LL err er 
— 


— 


498 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARYfREPORTS. [Counoxs, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he ſhould not == 
again enter upon the topics which he had gone over twice | 
beforg; he could not, however, permit the miſrepreſenta- 

tion of the honourable gentleman to paſs unnoticed, that 

509,500l. had been iſſued in December. 1 5 


Mr. Fox interrogated Mr. Pitt, and denied that he had 
ever aid zoo, Ol. was iſſued in December: he had ſaid 
that expences to that amount were incurred previous to 

17%%%00ĩ ¼ •mʒ—m dun Wo 5 
Mr. Grey ſhortly explained a former argument. 

Mr. Bouverie reprehended the conduct of miniſters. He 
thought nothing they had done could be included in a vote 
of credit which was proſpective. He ſaid he wiſhed to 
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forward, as much as any man the negotiations, but he thought 1 
money ſhould not be ſent out of the kingdom without the 5 
knowledge of Parliament. He had taken a deal of pains 4 
in examining precedents, but he had found none that pro- £4 
perly applied. £5 . 54 


Mr. Sheridan obſerved, that the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer had the prettieſt faculty of putting his words together 
of any man he ever knew; he alſo had the diſcretion to 
know when to hold his tongue. The honourable gentleman 
had replied twice to the charge of his honourable friend, 
but he excuſed himſelf from returning to the charge a third 
time, after having ſpent all his ammunition. In fact, he had 
exhauſted all his argument, and had not another word to ſay. 
Mr. Sheridan thought the Houſe was not at all enabled to 
judge of the ſubject. He thought they had a right to know | 
how the engagements with reſpect to the laſt loan had been 
fulfilled; but the miniſter had not deigned to give him any 
anſwer on that point. However, there were gentlemen in 
the Houſe, from whom he truſted he ſhould receive ſome 
information. Mr. Sheridan offered a variety of obſervations 
reſpecting the tranſaction relative to the loans by this country 
to the Emperor; and he conceived miniſters had been guilty 
of very great neglect in not being enabled to throw a little 
more light on the ſubject than they had done. It was his 
opinion, that we ought to ſuſpend our conſent to any new 
loan, until they received ſatisfaction reſpecting the Emperor's 
having fulfilled the articles of the former one. He was not 
to be told in pompous language of the faith of the Emperor, 
and the valour of the Archduke z he; thought tranſactions 
reſpecting loans were rather to be referred to the convent- 
ence of the merchants, than to the valour of the Emperor. 
If we truſted the Emperor on ſuch grounds, the fame ar- 
| | | 1 | argument 
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guments might be afterwards urged, why he ſhould not pay 
us again when he was called on. Mr. Sheridan then moved, 
chat we ſhould lend the Emperor the ſum of five hundred 
thouſand pounds, whenever the engagements reſpecting the 
former loan ſhould be fulfilled, or ſatisfactory reaſons given 
for their faime NA i gene) 122 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer acknowledged the fair- 
J neſs of the honourable gentleman's deduCtion. He ſtated 
1 explicitly, that the intereſt on the loan had been paid at the 
time ſtipulated, and whether that intereſt was deducted out 
of any part of the loan, or tranſmitted in a more circuitous 
manner from Vienna to London, was a matter of no conſe- 
quence. He vindicated the Lords of the Treaſury as to 
their conduct in the buſineſs, obſerving, that the anſwer to 
be made in conſequence of a requeſt from that Houſe was 
to be given by them, not on perſonal or individual know- 
| ledge, but from official information received. And with 
regard to the mode of procuring that information for the 
Houſe, Mr. Pitt ſaid he had himſelf given it to the honour- 
able gentleman, previous to his framing a charge againft 
him. He obſerved, that the treaſury, as ſuch, could no 
otherwiſe interfere in enquiring into the manner of the Em- 
peror's fulfilling his engagement but by applying to the Em- 
peror's agents for information. As to the guarantee, he 
acknowledged he was bound to have more recite information 
on that ſubject : and he took upon him to ſay, that the par- 
liament had not guaranteed the payment of the ſinking fund: 
however much the publick or individuals would have a right 
to complain, if there was any failure on the part of the 
Emperor. The Chancellor then propoſed to correct Mr, 
Sheridan's ſtatement, that two years and a half had elapſed 
ſince the Emperor had begun to pay any part of the ſinking 
fund, obſerving, that the engagement was not made till 
May 1795, nor could the ſinking fund take place after that, 
till the whole ſum was advanced upon the loan, ſo that the 
period of two years and a half was in fact little more than 
one year; and whoever calmly and candidly reflected on all 
the continental tranſactions of the Emperor during this period, 
would, Mr. Pitt afferted, be hardy indeed to infer, that the 
Emperor had no deſign to execute his agreement; and he 
would chearfully ſubmit to the judgment of the Houſe, 
whether that was ſufficient ground to oppoſe the meaſure 
propoſed. 5 02] fr 
Mr. Sheridan contended, that the guarantee for the pay- 
ment of the intereſt of the loan, and the ſinking fund for 
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the redemption of the principal, ſtood upon the ſame ground, 
and that the creditors of the Emperor in each cafe look to 
the publick as their guarantee. He doubted, whether, 
without advancing freſh ſums to the Emperor, he could have 
paid the intereſt of the former ſums borrowed, and thought 
this held out but poor encouragement to expect the repay- 
ment of the principal ſums advanced. He wiſhed to know 
alſo, whether the aims of the Emperor's Auſtrian domini- 
ons were depoſited in the Bank of England as a ſecurity ? 
| Whether the 5000l. monthly, or 60,000 annually, had 
been paid according to the treaty, and had been applied to- 
wards the buying up of the bonds at the market price, and 
for the purpoſe of a ſinking fund for the redemption of the 
capital of the loan. In ſhort, Mr. Sheridan inſiſted that 
there was a failure on the Emperor's ſide of every part of the 
treaty, and that the 500,000]. now propoſed to be advanced, 
was to enable him to fulfill his former engagement with the 
Britiſh public. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, In reply, ſaid, what he 
had ſtated was, not that the publick had no intereſt | in the 
fulfilment of this treaty, but only that they were not to be 
conſidered as guarantees to individuals. Were there any 
Juſt grounds for apprehending any failure on the part of the 
Emperor, he allowed that it might be very proper for the 
_ Inveſtigation and interference of parliament z but that was 
not the queſtion then before the committee. 
Mr. Bouverie wiſhed to know whether the 500, oool. now 
moved for, had been actually remitted to the Emperor? 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that the object of 
the meaſure now propoſed was, to take the authority of par: 
hament for ſums to be remitted, and not to cover any former 1 152 


remittances. | E270 
Mr. Sheridan wiſhed to know whether ACTS} BN untere „ 
themſelves authorized to take the Prince of Conde's army 
into Britiſh pay, and continue ſuch payment without the 
previous conſent and approbation of parliament? This mea- 
ſure, he obſerved, was virtually the ſame as encreaſing the 
loan to the Emperor. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid that was a queſtion 
totally irrelevant to the ſubject before the committee. 

Mr. Fox wiſhed to know whether miniſters thought them- 
ſelves at liberty from the vote of credit to encreaſe the ſum 
of 950,000. which they had aCtually remitted to the Emperor, 
to the ſum of 1,200,000. excluſive of the additional ſum 
propoſed of 500, oool. 25 
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in a Bill to amend the County Quota Bill. 5 
Leave was given, and the Bill was brought in and read a 
Rr time N 


general court martial ? 


of the day were adjourned till the next day. 
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"The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied in the affirmative, 


Mr. Fox aſked whether any member of the committee ſaw 


any reaſon why the Houſe could not have voted for the large 
ſums iſſued to the Emperor fince the commencement of 


Parliament, in the ſame manner as the 500,000l. no- 


propoſed ? To this, no anſwer was given. ry, 
The queſtion on Mr. Sheridan's amendment was then put 


and negatived, and the original reſolution before the com- 
mittee was carried in the affirmative, the report of which was 


ordered to be received the next day. ” 
The Houſe being reſumed, 


The amended Militia and Cavalry Bills were each read a 
firſt and ſecond time, and ordered to be committed the next 


day. | | 


The Bills will be printed when the blanks are filled up in 


the committee, and diſcuſſed on the reports on Thurfday. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer announced a material 
__ alteration in the new Cavalry Bill, which provides, that as 

an encouragement to perſons enrolling themſelves as volun- 
teers, three fourths in volunteers ſhall be held equal to the 
Whole three-fourths of the number propoſed to be ballotted. 


and that any individual who ſhall come forward as a volun- 


teer, {hall have it in his power to exempt any particular claſs : 
ſhall be at the expence of ſupporting the horſe ſo ſupplied. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved f 


The Navy Bills was read a ſecond time. 
The Scotch Diſtillery Bill pafled through a committee. 
| „„ enn e FED 
The Secretary at War preſented the Mutiny Bill, which 


was read a firſt time. 


General de Lancey wiſhed to know, whether by this Bill 
a ſoldier had a right of appeal granted from a regimental to a 


The Secretary at War ſaid, that was a matter which 


would be mere proper for diſcuſſion in a future ſtage of the 


Bill. „„ ES | 
The committee on the India accounts and 


On the report of the exciſe Duty Bill being brought up, 
Mr. Rye moved an 3 that, inſtead of two 
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| ſhillings, tea at two ſhillings and ſixpence per pound fhall be 
exempted from the new duty, which was agreed to, 
On the motion that the cuſtoms duty Bill be engroſſed, 
Mr. Sewell and Mr. Nichol offered a few obſervations on the 
additional duties on coffee and ſugar. They repreſented them 
as diſcouraging to the induſtry of the colonics, and as ulti- 
mately injurious to the revenue? and Mr. Sewell was of 
opinion, that the duties on Eaſt India ſugar ſhould be in 
exact proportion to thoſe on the Britiſh plantation ſugar. 
After a few words in reply from Mr. Roſe, the Houſe 
_ adjourned. _ . | e | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
| |  'TussDary, Dec. 20. | 
Petitions were read from the priſoners confined for debt 
in different paols in the kingdom, ſtating the hardfhips of 
their condition, and applying te their Lordſhips mercy for 
relief, &c. Ordered to be laid upon their Lordſhips' 
Fable. - 0 Ss Ls ROE 
Lord Grenvi/l: then moved the order of the day, which was 
for taking his Majeſty's Meſſage into conſideration. | 
The meſſage being read. V | 
Lord Grenvi//e roſe to move an addreſs to his Majeſty in 
anſwer to his moſt gracious meſſage. It would, his Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, be unneceſſary for him to enter at large into the 
ſubject before the Houſe. Their Lordſhips were doubtleſs 
ſufficiently impreſſed with its importance. It was a call 
upon their Lordſhips to enable his Majeſty to proſecute the ! 
war with vigour, in alliance with his Imperial Majeſty, 5750 
ſhould another campaign be rendered unavoidable. It had - 
been the beſt and happieſt policy of this country, in its beſt. C4 
and happieſt times, to have a ſtrong Continental alliance, 
capable of tending large armies into the field, while it con- 
tended with France. The wiſdom and ſoundneſs of this 
policy had perhaps never been more ſtrongly exempliſied 
than during the preſent war, nor during the preſent war 
than during the exiſting campaign, in which the ſplendid 
and important ſucceſſes of the armies of his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty had been in a great meaſure attributable to the pecu- 
mary aids, which had from time to time been furniſhed to 
that Prince from this country. In caſe it ſhould unfortu- 
nately happen that the preſent negotiations ſhould be inter- 
rupted, or ſhould not lead to a ſecure and honqurable mar 
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the moſt conſequential advantages were to be hoped and ex- 
pected from having made ample proviſion, not only that we 
ourſeives, but our allics alſo, ſhould be prepared at an early 
period of the next campaign to proſecute the war with the 
utmoſt poſſible vigour and effect. To enable the Executive 
Government to continue to grant aſſiſtance to our ally, the 
Empc:or, was the whole and ſole object of the preſent mei- 
ſage. Not being able, thereſore, to foreſee or anticipate any 
objections which could be made to it, he would forbear to 
treſpaſs on their Lordſhips' time, any further than to move 
an Addreſs of Thanks to his Majeſty for his moſt gracious 
communication. %%% ! ̃ę , 
The queſtion being put by the Lord Chancellor, — 
The Duke of Bedford ſaid, that fo long as we ſhould have 
the misfortune to be involved in the preſent ruinous war, he 
did admit there might be caſes in which it was poſhble that 
policy might require aid to be given from this country to 
the Emperor, in the event of another campaign being neceſ- 
ſary ; he ſhould therefore ſay nothing againſt the preſent ad- 
dreſs. He however begged to be underſtood explicitly in the 
vote which he was about to give, that he did not aſſent ts 
the conduct of miniſters in having granted, or in granting 
any pecuniary aid to the Emperor, or any foreign Prince or 
power, either by ſublidy, by loan, or any other means, 
without the conſent of Parliament; he gave his affent to the 
meaſure upon the probability of its being neceſſary in the 
event of the negociation between this country and France 
being unſucceſsful, which however he hoped would not be 
ſo. He repeated, it was with that qualification that he aſ- 
ſented to the addreſs. PR. „„ 1 8 8 


The queſtion being again put, 5 8 
The Dre of Bedford ſaid there was a word in the addreſs 
which perhaps he ought to have taken notice of before. He 
meant the word continuing the aid to the Emperor. This 
ſeemed to convey an idea of the approbation of the Houſe, with 
regard to the meaſures of the miniſter in giving aid to the 
Emperor without the conſent of Parliament. If ſo, he could 
not, under that conſtruction, agree to the Addreſs, _ 

Lord Grenville ſaid, that he knew not how to anſwer an 

opinion ſo ſtated. The word alluded to by the noble Duke 

was a word which was introduced into the addreſs as the 
nature of the cafe required, it was to be taken according to 
its real import, and he ſaw nothing in its import which cal- 
led for any particular explanation. With regard to miniſ- 

ters ſending money to an ally without the knowledge of Par- 
| | liament, 
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liament, he could eaſily ſee that many caſes might ariſe in 
which it would be highly commendable and meritorious in 
miniſters fo to do, but that wherever it could be done con- 
ſiſtently with the publick ſafety, parliament ought to be ap- 
prized, and their conſent obtained previouſly. 

The Dale of Bedford ſaid, after the explanation of the Se- 
cretary of State upon the ſubject of remitting money to a 
foreign power without the knowledge of Parliament, a con- 


tinuance off which the noble Lord did not difavow, he muſt 


enter his proteſt againſt an explanation ſo unlatafactory to 
his mind. 


The motion was then put, and the addrefs agrocd- to ne- 
mine diſſentiente. 

The Duke then roſe and gave notice that early after the 
Holidays, he ſhould have a propoſition to bring forward 
upon that ſubject, and which would have for its object the 
diſapprobation of their Lordſhips upon ſuch proceedings. 
He gave notice for two reaſons : Firſt, that in the interim, 


any other Peer of Parliament might take the ſubject up if he 


ſhould think fit, in which caſe he ſhould be ready to aſſign 
it to ſuch Peer; ſecondly, that miniſters ſhould have due 


time, (for time they ſeemed to want), to make a more cool 
and deliberate view of their conduct, to prepare for 


their defence, and to enable them, not to acquit themſelves 


but to palliate (for they could but palliate) their conduct in 
the proceeding to which he alluded ; and alfo to afford to 
_ thoſe noble Lords who had repeatedly aſſerted, that they de- 


fended miniſters for the preſervation of the conſtitution only, 


but they would abandon them when they found they violated 


that conſtitution, time to conſider whether they withed to 


appear to have been in earneſt in their profeſſions, and it 


ſo, whether they could conſiſtently continue any ſunder to 


ſupport the preſent miniſters. 


_ Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TUESDAY, December 20. 

Ahe ſheriff of London preſented a petition from the Ford 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Corporation of the City of London, 
againſt the Wet Dock Bill, which was ordered to he on the 
table. 

Colonel Gaſcoigne browght « up a Bill to prevent the aid 
of ſeamen from merchant ſhips trading to the Weſt Indies 
and the colonies, Which was read a firſt time. | 1 

The 
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The Bill for enabling certain iſſues of money to be made 
for the aſſiſtance of the merchants of Grenada was read a 
ſecond time, and committed for the next day. 1 
The Bill for the ſpeedier payment of navy, victualling, and 
Exchequer Bills, was read a ſecond time, and ordered to be 
commutted for the next day. Ty e 
The Bill for the better leving the Stamp Duty on bonds, 
leaſes, &c. was committed; the report brought up, and 
ordered to be received the next day. +» _ by 
The report of the reſolution for the militia pay, and 
cloathing was brought up from the committee of ways and 
means, agreed to, and a Bill ordered to brought in. | 
| AusrRIAN LOAN. 
Mr. Nicholls ſaid, that previous to the report of the com- 
mittee of ſupply of the preceding day, being taken into 
conſideration, he thought that the Houſe ought to call upon 
the Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank, to attend 
and inform the Houſe, what were the reaſons that induced 
them to object to the meaſure of an Auſtrian loan; and to 
ſay, whether theſe reaſons had ceaſed to exiſt: In the courſe. 
of the converſation the preceding day, it had come out that 
two of the principal reafons. were the high price of bullion 
and the rate of exchange, and that all the directors had 
concurred in the oppoſition. It was a fact that 50 guineas 
on 1000 could be made by melting the coin, and while this 
was the caſe it was impoſſible that the quantity of ſpecie 
could be kept up by coining. There was certainly good 
Teaſon to be cautious before ſuch a meaſure as that of 
Lending ſo much money out of the country was adopted and 
it was highly becoming the dignity of the Houſe to enquire 
into the ſubject, and to know whether we ſtill were in the 
ſituation that would render it improper to diminiſh the quan- 
ty of coin in circulation. This was but the beginning of a 
ſyſtem, and much larger ſums might be propoſed. A diſtin. 
guiſhed character (Mr. Burke) who was known to be in ſome 
meaſure the political director of ſome gentlemen upon the 
miniſterial bench, had recommended the proſecution of the 
war againſt France at thoſe places where the was vulnerable, 
and that was in the centre. He did not know if the miniſter 
was wholly of this opinion, but he had heard rumours of new 
ſubſidies to Ruſſia, and if this idea was to be ated upon, 
more ſums would be drained out of the country. He had 
been one of thoſe who never thought the war neceſſary, and 
he did not altogether agree with ſome about the value of the 


| objecty 
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objects for which it was to be continued. He did not con- 
ceive it as of ſuch vaſt conſequence to reconquer the Low- 

Countries for the Emperor, nor was the object of ſuch im- 

portance as to juſtiſy or compenſate for our ſending money 

abroad to the danger of overthrow ing the great ſprings of our 
proſperity. The ſtate of Europe was changed ſince the 
peace of Utrecht, when that country was gained for the Empe- 
ror, and now were it reſtored to him, it would have to be 
_ defended by the money of Great Britain, ſhould France 
ever attempt to regain it. He was of opinion, that a certain 
quantity of coin was neceſſary, and that it was not enough 
that there ſhiould be coin to circulate the paper. There was 
at preſent a very great ſcarcity of coin. The ſilver coin eſpe- 

_ cially was very ſcarce. He did not know the cauſe from 
which the latter aroſe, whether it was from the number of 
fencible corps, which made a greater demand for this article, 
but the fact was certain. He could not think of ſending more 
money to the Emperor, when the money he had laſt received 

_ coſt this country 190 per cent. for the profit which individuals 

had made on the depreciation of government paper, which had 9 

_ ariſen from the quantity of it in the market iſſued for the pur? ͤ 
poſeof enabling miniſters to ſend him ſupplies. It would there- 7 
tore be highly neceflary for the Houſe to conſider what 

_ would be the conſequences. of ſending more money out of 
the kingdom; great embarraſſment from the ſcarcity of 
money had been felt by tradeſmen in the metropolis and 
elſewhere, which if the cauſe were encreaſed, would like- 
, wiſe reach the higher ranks; he ſhould therefore move, 
'That the Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank be 

required to attend at the bar on that day; when the report of _ FE 

the committee of ſupply is to be taken into conſideration. 
Mr, Grey ſeconded the motion, and the queſtion being 
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put, it was negatived without a diviſion. 


I) he report of the committee of ſupply being brought up, 
e RESULT OF THE CAMPAIGN. | 
General Tarleton roſe, and compared the ſituation of the 
Auſtrians at the different periods when they had received 
the aſſiſtance of this country, and he concluded that the 
Auſtrians in reality had in point of territory loſt very conſi- 
derably: ſince that period. Since the beginning of the cam- 
ign, notwithſtanding their recent diſaſters upon the Rhine, 
the French had got poſſeſſion of three ſtrong places, which 
enabled them to penetrate when a convenient opportunity 
preſented, into the German territories, Theſe W 
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guen, Kchl, and Neuwied. In Italyt he French had gained every 


thing except Mantua, and upon a general ſurvey of the cam- 


paign, it would appear that the Auſtrians had only regained apart 
of what they had loſt, notwithſtanding the great achievements 
of the Archduke Charles, the brilliancy of which all muſt 


acknowledge. He thought the meaſure of ſending money 


to the Emperor extremely dangercus, and could tend to 
nothing but the deſtruction of the country. After all the 
pompous accounts the right honourable gentleman had 


given of the ſucceſſes of the Emperor, the Auſtrians were 
only in the ſituation of the Dutchman, who congratulated 


| himſelf when he broke his leg, that it was not his neck. 


MONEY TO BE ADVANCED TO THE EMPEROR _ 
The report being read, of the reſolution, to enable his 
Majeſty to ſupply the Emperor with a fum not exceeding 
500,000]. VV VVV 
The report was then read a firſt and ſecond time. 
Mr. Grey ſaid it was his wiſh the amendment propoſed 


the preceding day by his honourable friend (Mr. Sheridan) 


to the reſolution of the committee ſhould appear on the 


Journals of the Houſe, he ſhould then move an amendment 
which would go to the ſame end. It appeared from the 
accounts laid upon the table that the Emperor had not 
complied with the conditions of the loan, either with reſpec 


to the annual remittances or to the proviſion for the ſinking 
fund. 'There was not, as the right honourable gentleman 


had obſerved, an arrear of one year only, for the payments 
were to have commenced on the iſt of May 1794. But 
with the exception of 1 1,060l. ſtock, which had been pur- 
chaſed with one month's remmittance, no payments whatever 
had taken place. This was a material confideration both to 
the public and to individuals before any new advances were 
agreed to be made. He had already {tated the difference of 
price between the Imperial 3 per cents. and the cenſolidated 


3 per cents. and he found on enquiry, that he was warrant 
ed in that ſtatemer t. As the publick were the guarantees of 
the loan, the riſk was certainly greater in proportion as the 
conditions on which it was granted, were not fulfilled. He 


was not debating the policy of the meaſure, but wiſhed to 
view the tranſaction as it had been carried on. The right 
Honourable gentleman had faid, that in the preſent ſum of 


$00,000]. nothing was included for the Prince of Conde. 


Let it could not be denied, that remittances had been made 
for the army under the command of that Prince in December. 


and Spring laſt for ſervices in 1795, Bills had been drawu 
even previous to December 1795, and they were conti- 
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ſatisfackion to find that the right honourable gentleman 
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nued in February and March fince. But as that corps had 


been aCting conſtantly from that time, he wiſhed to know 
from the right honourable gentleman, whether money was 
not to be remitted for theſe ſervices, and whether it was his 
intention to come to the Houſe for a new ſupply? Mr. 


Grey then moved as an amendment to the reſolution of the 


committee of ſupply, after the words expreſſing their concur- 
rence to grant the ſupply “ whenever it ſhall appear, that 


the * ee of the laſt loan have been fulfilled, or that 


ſatisfactory reaſons have been given for the failure of the 


ſame.“ | ; 


Ihe Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid as the ſubjeQ had 
been fully diſcuſſed in the committee the preceding night, 
he ſhould ſay nothing on the merits of the amendment. But 
with reſpect to the queſtion put to him by the honourable 


__ gentleman, on the ſums which it might be found neceſſary 


to iſſue to the Prince of Conde's corps, though he could not 
take upon him preciſely to ſtate what theſe ſums might 
amount to, yet he believed the farther ſums which would be 


yet drawn for, would be about 80,0001. or probably 
 100,000l. to be included in the army extraordinaries. This 


queſtion might however be diſcuſſed after the receſs. He 


had no difficulty in ſaying, that the honourable gentleman's 
ſtatements were completely erroneons, as it was evident, 
that the ſums paid were not all incurred in 1795. Above 


200,000]. were drawn for and paid by Colonel Crawſord in 
1796. He had anxiouſly endeavoured to aſcertain the exact 


facts, and he had found his own ſtatements correct, without 
truſting to his general recollection. With reſpect to the 


queſtion of collateral ſecurities, he had already ſuggeſted, 


f that a motion might be 3 forward on that head. It 


was, however, neceſſary for him to repeat, that the Houſe 
would on enquiry, be ſatisfied, that the conditions had been 
exactly complied with. 1 %%% org Cone 
Mr. Fox contended that 308, oool. had been paid anterior 
on the 1ſt of October 1795. He had carefully looked at the 
papers on the table, and found himſelf juſtified in making 


that ſtatement. [Mr. Fox was referred to the papers.) He 


then admitted, that he had overlooked ſevetal dates, and 
that only 250,000l. had been paid before the term to which 


| he alluded. He therefore called on the right honourable 


gentleman to declare whether the Houſe was to hear of any 
other ſums ſent to the Prince of Conde. 8 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid it was a matter of ſome 


admitted 
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it would be a leſſon to gentlemen that they ſhould be very 
cautious in charging others with fraud, ſince they were 


from their own conceſſions guilty of errors themſelves, and 
that on papers on which they founded their charges and 


which they conſidered as authentic documents, 


Mr. Fox replied that he was ready to give the right hon- 


ourable gentleman the full benefit of the miſſtatement of 


which he had been ſo violently charged, and which he him- 


ſelf had previouſly admitted. 


Mr. Grey explained, and Mr. Fox faid a few words. 
The amendment was then negatived, and the refolution 
of the committee agreed to. 


5 CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. Pe 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that before he entered into 


the conſideration of the papers which were laid on the table 
of the Houſe, reſpecting the affairs of India, he thought it 
neceſſary to call the attention of gentlemen to a matter of 
conſiderable importance. The navigation laws, as they 
exiſted in conſequence of the acts of Charles and William, 
attatched on the countries ſubject to, and in poſſeſſion of 


Great Britain, They affected thoſe dominions acquired by 
conqueſt, and were in force with regard to St. Domingo, 


Martinique, and other Iſlands. In mentioning this, he with- _ 


ed it to be underſtood, that it was his intention to make an 


exception of the Cape of Good Hope, as to the operation of 
the navigation laws. He wiſhed that valuable ſettlement 


ſhould be held and enjoyed in its full value, without injur- 


ing the intereſt of every other country connected with us. 
When it was held by the Dutch, it could only be con- 

ſidered as a ſtrict monopoly. All other nations wha called 
there in the courſe of their traffic, were obliged to ſubmit to 
a number of preemptions and inconveniences, he would not 
ſay, hardſhips. The Dutch were alone exempted from 


them. Proviſions, and many other wants, were ſet up at a 
price greatly ſuperior to what ought to have been done, ac- 


cording to a fair and equitable regulation; and thofe whoſe 


neceſſities, required a ſupply of ſuch articles, were compelled 


to ſubmit io the demands which where made on them. He 
ſhould therefore propoſe, that his majeſty in council might 
be enabled to regulate the trade to and from the Cape of 


Good Hope, in ſuch a manner as that it ſhould not be 
ſubject to the Operation of the navigation laws. In ſtating this 
| 38 | 
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admitted he had been guilty of an erroneous ſtatement. It | 
was to be conſidered certainly as a mere error, yet he hoped _ 
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| propoſition, he declared that it was not the intention of his 
Majeſty to prevent other nations from victualling at the 
Cape, or ſupplying themſelves with ſuch neceffarics as the 
ſettlement could afford; it was not his intention to hold it 
in colonial law, nor debar the ſubjeas of other countries 
from the advantages they might enjoy there; it was not his 
intention to prevent other nations from carrying goods there; 
nor was it his deſire to prohibit directly or indirectly the 
inhabitants from batering their produce. He deſired that 
the acts of Charles II. and William, for the encourage- 


nent of ſhipping, ſhould be read pro forma. Mr. Dundas 


then moved, „that this Houſe do immediately reſolve itſelf 
into a committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of the 
trade and commerce of this country to and from the Cape of 
Good Hope.” „ „ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſeconded the motion. 

Sir Francis Baring declared he was ſorry to hear the buſi- 
neſs of the India budget prefaced in the manner adopted by 
the right honourable gentleman, He ſhould, for his part, 


be glad to hear of ſomething more palatable, and he would 


therefore oppoſe going into the committee. The Cape of 
Good Hope had been ſo long in the poſſeſhon of the Dutch, 
that gentlemen were not perhaps fully prepared to conſider 
the ſubject in all its relations. The Cape certainly appeared 
to him in a very different light from what it did to the right 
honorable gentleman, as a valuable accquiſition. He conti- 
dered it as a heavy burthen to the publick, and ſhould pro- 


nounce it an object of no moment in the negociation then 
carrying on. The Cape was ſurrounded by a deſart 30 miles 


in extent, and— | 5 5 
Sir Francis Baring was informed by the ſpeaker that he 
Was out of order, as he was diſcuſſing a queſtion which was 


not before the Houſe. _ | 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſpoke to order. He ſaid, 


that his right honourable friend had not introduced his mo- 
tion as previous to the India budget, or as a preface to that 
buſineſs. It had been merely brought forward in a pofitive 
view, not as preparatory to the affairs of India. 'The queſtion 
before the Houſe was not whether the Cape of Good Hope 


was an important poſſeſſion or not, whether we ſhould exclude 


other nations *from it, or permit them to have recourſe to 


it, whether it was worth being the object of negociation or 


not, but, whether, while we held it, it ſhould be ſubject to 
to the operation of the navigation laws. The honourable 
baronet had made no political or commerical objection to the 
ae BETS „„ motion; 
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motion; but it was rather ſingular, that notwithſtanding he 
maintained the Cape was of no value to us, that he ſhould 
object to other nations being permitted to go there. He 
ſhould therefore ſubmit to the honourable baronet, whether 
the ſtatements he had thought proper to make, were fit ob- 
jections to the Houſe immediately going into a committee. 
Sir Francis Baring explained, and admitted that he had 
been ſomewhat premature in his oppoſition to the motion, 
but infiſted that the value of the Cape had always been 
over- rated. e N 1 
Mr. Dundass motion was agreed to, and the Houle reſol- 
ved itſelf into the committee. 
Lord Haobeſbury in the chair. = 
Mr. Dundas ſaid, that having ſtated the nature of what 
was ſubmitted to the conſideration of the committee, he 
ſhould avoid entering into the diſcuſſion ſuggeſted by the 
honourable baronet. All that he ſhould fay was, that he 
hoped as long as his Majeſty ſhould hold the Cape, which he 
ſincerely truſted would be for ever, it would be held 
in ſuch a manner as not to debar other nations from any 
benefits which they might derive from frequenting it. 
He thouid therefore move, © that it is the opinion of this 
committee, that the chairman do move the Houſe for leave 
to bring in a Bill to enable his Majeſty in council to regulate _ 
for a limitted time the trade and commerce to and from the. 
Cape of Good Hope, fo as to be without the intent and 
meaning of the navigation laws.” | 


Mr. Harriſon thought the meaſure propoſed by the right 
honourable gentleman was only a prelude to eſtabliſh a va- 
riety of additional expences and emoluments. It would 

tend to the ſuperfluous appointment of ſtaff and other of- 
ficers. It appeared more advantageous to him if the Cape 
were in the hands of a weak power, than in the poſſeſſion 
of this country. He was of opinion, that it would raiſe 
the jealouſy of other powers, and prove a bar to the ſucceſs 
of the preſent negociation, while it could not fail at the ſame 
time to eſtabliſh a monopoly of trade. | TE be TY. 
The Chaiicellor of the Exchequer obſerved, that the reaſons 
urged by the honourable gentleman appeared ſomewhat in- 
conſiſtent. He hrit talked of the additional expence which 
it was neceſſary to incur for the purpoſe of keeping the Cape, 
and yet he was deſirous of ſeeing it in the hands of a weak 
power, which certainly could not be equally competent with 
this country to bear that expence. The honourable gentle- 


man next argued that the meaſure would eſtabliſh a monopoly, 
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and yet the very object of the meaſure was a relaxation of 
the navigation laws, which in every point of view defeated 
the end of monopoly. The honourable gentleman then pro- 
ceeded to lay ſome ſtreſs on the probability of the Cape proving 


a bar to negociation, when it was evident that the poſſeſſion 
of fo valuable a ſettlement could alone tend to accelerate the 


concluſion of negocation. Thus on the feperate grounds of 
expence, monopoly, and policy, the honourable gentleman 
had urged nothing but what could be refuted by his own 
principles. i „ 5 : 
Alfter a few words in explanation from Mr. Harriſon the 

reſolution was carried. The Houſe was reſumed, and a Bill 
ordered to be brought in. Shak bo. 5 : 


INDIA BUDGET. 


The order of the day being moved to refolve into a com- 
mittee of the whole houſe, to take into confideration the 
papers preſented from the India Houſe, &c. Mr. Douglas in 
the chair. 5 150 


Mr. Secretary Dundas roſe and ſaid, that the accounts which 


he vas about to ſtate to the committee, would not take upa con- 


ſiderable portion of their time, becauſe they were compriſed 
in a narrower compaſs than upon former occaſions. The reaſon 
of this was, that ſome years ago it had not been the practice 
of the prefidencies abroad to. prepare their eftimates within 
any degree of regularity or accuracy, but the preſidencies re- 
mitted them home as a mere matter of cuſtom, in the uſual 


form, without the leaſt attention or regard to any fort of 


preciſion. In that ſituation he found them when he firſt 
undertook the taſk of ſtating them to the houſe ; but by pru- 
dent and neceſſary regulationswhich he had eſtabliſhed, he had 
now finally brought them into ſuch a ſtate, that for the period 
of the laſt two or three years he believed they had been tole- 
rably accurate. From the ſituation, therefore, that the ac- 


counts were now reduced tp, he truſted he ſhould not have 
many points on which it would be neceſſary for the commit- 


tee to call for minute explanation. The papers were upon the 


table for their reference, and wherever any difficulty ſhould 


ariſe, he would be ready to ſatisfy them. For theſe reaſons, 
he ſhould not enter into any minute details, but by referring 


gentlemen to the figures in the papers on the table, leave 
the reſult only for himſelf to give any explanatory detail, 


when ſuch might be required. He propoſed therefore, with- 


out further preface, to proceed immediately to that expla- 


nation 
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nation which the nature of his duty appeared to de- 
mand.—Not to interrupt the detail, however, which he 
was going into, it ſeemed neceſſary for him previouily to 


ſtate to the committee, that for the ſake of elucidation, he 
firſt meant to bring forward the reſults of the accounts appli- 


cable to each ſettlement, ſeparately; and then he meant tobring 
forward the accounts of all the ſettlements combined; after- 
wards to bring forward the ſeparate accounts of the Eaſt- 
India Company at home; and, laſtly, to ennumerate them 
all, combining both the foreign and domeſtic, in order to 


deduce his general refult. By theſe means gentlemen would 


have an opportunity of ſeeing, whether the aſſertions which 


he formerly made reſpecting the flouriſhing {tate of the com- 


pany's finances were realized—whether the flattering ex- 
pectations which he raiſed were gratified by practice and 
experience; and whether, upon the conviction of the accu- 
racy of his ſtatements, they ought not to be induced to re- 


_ poſe their confidence in time to come. He proceeded to 
enter into the neceſſary details, obſerving that he had divided 
his ſtatements into three different claſſes. The firſt claſs, 


according to his uſual practice, conſiſted of the average ſtate- 
ments of the three laſt years, with a view of enabling the 
committee to judge of the paſt. The other account was to 


lay before the committee a compariſon of the eſtimates, and 


actual amounts of the charges and revenues of the laſt year; 


and the third claſs contained the account of what expences 
or diſburſements might ariſe in a future year. | 


REVENUES, 
[BENGAL, CURREAT RUPEX AT 28] | 7 
| RY 1 Current Rupees . Sterling. 
No. 1. | Average Revenue, 1792-3, to 1794-5 $,77,42,130 $,7744215 


—— — — 


Which was more than the average ſtated lat year 34,38,959 348,895 


No, 3. Eſtimate for 1794-5, Was  $,58,06,068 $5,500,607 
| AAual Amount |  $393479,314 5 937,9 1 
Being more than eſtimated | x 35,3246 1 


Gentlemen would be pleaſed to recollect, that theſe ac- 
counts came over in the courſe of the ſpring, and if they de- 


ſired to have an accurate account of the whole revenues to 
the lateſt period of the year to which theſe accounts belong- 

ed, he mult produce another another ſtatement in the oourſe 

of next ſpring, by which time he hoped to have them tranſ- 


mitted, 


+ 


CHARGES. 
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No. 3. By this Number, Gentlemen would ſee 


CHARGES. 
N 80 Current Rupees. Ster'ing. 
No. 3. Charges for 17-4 5 were eſtimated at 327,060,345 3,278, 635 
Actual amount in the year 3»4757 3960 3, 477,396 
Being more than eſtimated | 19,87,015 198,76x 
DeduRing the exceſs of Charge from exreſs of Re- 
venue, the actual amount of net Revenues more 85 
than eſtimated, was . „ 15,8 5,631 153,653 
And the net Revenue of this 2 was 2,4, 05.354 2,460, 535 
. ESTIMATES. 1795-6 
No. 1. The Revenues were eſtimated to amount | 
——W LN . 3 5563, 12,780 5,651,278 
No. 2. The Charges to Cor 350,388,226 3,508,923 


—— nn mn — 


2,12,24,554 2,122 455 


— ———— — — — 


Eſtimated net Revenue 


that the Revet.ues eſtimated for 1795-6 were leſs | | 
than the actual amount of the preceding year bj 30, 66,534 306, 653 
And the Charges eſtimated for 1795- 6 raore than 


the preceding year, by 8 3,144,266 37,427 | 


While the eſtimated net Revenue was leſs than the EE SP 
ny a 22 by | $529,006 2 8570 


Gentlemen would perceive, by exami ining theſe papers, 
chat notwithſtanding there might be an excefs of revenue on 


the Bengal ſtation in 1795-6, which from the exceſs of 


1794-5, there was ſome reaſon to hope, yet in forming the 
future eſtimate, eſpecial care had been taken to eſtimate the 


revenues at leſs than the actual amount of the preceding 
year; while, upon the other hand, the eſtimates of charges 
were ſomething larger than the former year, which did, 
however, exced the eſtimate upon them. 


MADRAS. 
He came to the Madras ſtation ; ; RS) ich reſpeCt to that 


7 


he truſted, gentlemen would ſee it was impoſlible to ſtate any 


average from 1792-3, to 1794-5, on account of two years 
ſubſidies from the Rajah of Travancore and the Rajah of 


| Cochin, which had now fallen by transfer to the ſettlement - 
of Bombay. During thole two years alſo, large ſums of mo- 


ney were paid, according to treaty, by Tippoo Sultan to the 
treaſury oi Madras, which would make ſome yariation in the 
eneral accounts. He ſtated this, in order to ſhew the pro- 


; greffive : accuracy which he had eſtabliſhed more diſtinctiy; 


for aſter ſtriking out theſe contingent items, the average of 


the three preceding years in the other ſeparate ſums was ex- 


ceeded 
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ceeded by 185, 06l. If gentlemen would take the trouble, 
therefore, to compare the ſtatements, they would find an im- 
provement had been made in the revenues of Madras, ſo that 
an exceſs of 18 5, oo6l. over the average of the three former 


years was produced, without comprehending the contingen- 


cies which had ſwelled the amount beyond the ordinary eſti- 


mates. 
The Revenues 1794-5 were eſtimated at 
No. 6. Actual amount in that year was 
Re venues leſs than eſtimated 
9 CHARGES, 
No. 6. Charges 1794-5 eflimated at 
Amounted to | 3 
Charges leſs than eſtimated 
Dedu ding deficiency of Charges from deficiency of 


Revenue, the actual account was worle than 
_ eſtimated by | 


ESTIMATES 1795-6. 
No. 4. Revenues eſtimated to amount to | 


Charges to e 


Eſtimated net Revenue 


BOMBAY.—(RUPEE AT 28. 


REVENUES, 


No 7. Average Revenues, 1792-3 to 94-53 


Ne. 9. The Revenues 1794-5, eſtimated at 
Actual amount in that year es 


Revenues leſs than eſtimated 


CHARGES, 


No. 9. Charges 1794-5, eſtimated a 


Amounted to 


; Charges leſs than eſtimated 


: Deducting deficiency of Revenue from deficiency | 


deficiency of Charge, the account is better 
than eſtimated by Top 


No. 7. Revenues eftimated to amount to 
No, 8. Charges, to 9 | 
So that the charges were eſtimated to ex- 
ceed the Revenucs | | 
37 


Vol. I. 1796. 


ESTIMATES 1795-6. 


PX 


Pagodas. £8 terlirg, 


46, 38,293 
44 ,39,455 


1, 98,838 


44,5 5,617 
4422,82 


32, 805 


—— — ——— 


1.66,033 


— nm : 


50. 60,97 


46, 11,968 


4,48, 107 


—— — — 


3d.) 


Rupees, 
285, ooo, 60 


| 31,32, 104 
27,77,620 4 


— — — 


i 3.545554 


67, 33,791 
62,3, 768 
5, 30,023 


275,519 


— — — 


4 23,98,013 


63,90, 2 50 5 
3992217 


185 5,317 
1,77 5% 82 
- 79,535 


1,782,247 


1,769,125 | 


— : 


13,122 


— — — 


66,413 


2,024,330 
1,844,787 


— —— 


179,43 
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No. 11. The eſtimated Supplies of 179 5- b took them 
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Theſe were the three material preſidencies to which the 
accounts abroad belonged, but to theſe, Mr. Dundas ſaid, 
he would bring ſome other items of ſubordinate ſettlements, 
ſuch as Fort Marlbro', Pinang, St. Helena, &c. which re- 
ceived ſupplies from Bengal. N 

55 BENCOOLEN AND OTHER SETTLEMENTS. 
| : - ; Span, Dol. | 
| | | at 58. each. L. Sterl. 
No, 10. Revenues of Fort Marlbro' on Average of 3 | 1 
pears, 1791-2 to 1793-4 | 18,611 4,653 


Charges ditto 238,393 59,3983 


Supplies from Bengal to Marlbro', Pinang, ©t, . 
Nelena, &c. eſtimated for 1794- . 10, 46.320 105,632 
No. 18. The actual Amount was 7748,57 2 74,857 


Being leſs than eſtimated OO  2,97,748 29,775 


at leſs than the former year, inaſmuch as he | 
took them only at 8 5 8,17, 800 92,780 


— —— 


In order to aid the Committee to follow him through 


theſe ſtatements, and draw a general reſult, he next propo- 
ſed to combine the Preſidencies, and take a general view of 
the whole. „ | 
GENERAL STATE OF REVENUES AND CHARGES IN INDIA. 
| REveENuEs. No. 3. Bengal C. Rs. 5,93,79,314 $5,937,931 
| 12 f No. 6. Madras. Pag. EE, 443394455 1,775,782 
No. 9. Bombay Rs. 27,77,bo0 312, 480 


0 . 2 | 3 3 . ä 8,026,193 
CnAxc S. No. 3. Bengal C. Rs. 3, 47, 73,960 3 477,396 
No. 6. Madras Pag. 44, 22,8 12 1,761,125 


No. 9. Bombay Rs, 62, 03,768 697,924 
„„ — — 8.944½ʃ5 


Net Reveuues of the three Preſidencies 2,081,748 
No. 18. Deduct Supplies to Bencoolen, &c 74857 
Sorplus Revenues 1794-5 | 2,006,891 
Which were more than the eftimates by 139,147 


| The ſum might be conſidered as a free diſpoſable ſum for 


the purchaſe of inveſtments, or for any other purpoſe ; but 
e made 


previous to ſuch an application, a deduCtion was to b 
ol different items, as follow: _ | 
Deduct InTErEsT on DEBTS to be paid from the Surplus. 
. Bengal C. Rs. 39,94, 223 390,422 
9. 19. Madras Fag. £2,019 8,807 | No, 


RET» 


85 


— 
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No. 20. Bombay Rs. 6, 76,198 76,072 
Total Intereſt 484, 301 
Net Surplus from the Territorial Revenues would be 1,522,590 
To which it was profr to add the amount of the Sales of Im- 
ports, Oertificates, &c. [No. 15] 562,177 


And the amount which would be applicable to the purchaſe of . 
Inveſtments, Payment of Commercial Charges would then be 2,084 767 


BY The ſum of 3,084, 676l. remained applicable then to the 
purpoſes which he had ſtated, and accordingly it was his 
duty now to add the diſpoſition of that ſum, the accounts of 


which he underſtood had been made out with the utmoſt 
poſſible accuracy and which he believed appeared thus: 


DISPOSITION OF THE SURPLUS FROM THE TERRITORIAL 
N 5 . REVENUES, - | 
No. 18. At Pengal, Inveſt- . 
ments, including Char- | 5 
ges, &c. e C. Rs. 110, 84,487 1,108,449 


N. 19. Na ras, ditto Pag. 13, 41,ũ 21 536, 808 
No. 20. Bombay, ditto Rs. 14,8 1,212 166,636 


No. 22. Bencooien, ditto C. Rs. 2, 65,524 26, 5 52 


Which was ſhort of the amount applicable to the 
purchaſe of Inveſtments in the ſum of 246, 322 


The committee would perceive, that the ſum of 1,838,445]. 


Was payable partly from the produce of the territorial reve- 


nues, and partly from the proceeds of the eſtimates, but that 
there ſtill remained a ſum of 246, 322l. applicable to any 


other purpoſe. This ſum he underſtood had been applied 
to the purchaſe of rice, and to the profit and loſs account 


upon internal trade. He dared to ſay that he had fully an- 
ſwered the expectations of the committee, but it appeared 
that they had not yet a full account of the inveſtments, for 
it was perfectly Aion that part had been taken from the 
aſſets, which were comprehended in No. 22, under the title 
of cargoes inyoiced to Europe in 1794-5 to the amount of 
2,178,118). He had now ftated what the amount of the 
receipts and diſburſements of the Preſideneies were in detail, 


and he ſhould next proceed to ſtate them in a general view. 
It was neceſſary to conſider how far they could fairly and ac- 


curately produce eſtimates upon the territorial revenues, not 
only inafmuch as it was exceedingly material for their fu- 
ture calculations, but as it was material a'ſo for a future 


check on the expences. When the ſervices abroad made 
Proper eſtimates and checked the expenditure, there was 


great reaſon to hope for a great encreaſe of revenue, while 
there was no cure againft the raſh and inconſiderate eſti- 
mates which were formerly tranſmitted. He had always 

2173 _ thought 
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thought this branch of the India affairs nAterial, and for this 


CnARN Es No. 9. Bengal 


—— Amount this Year 


No. 17. Debts font | in the Vear exceeded the 


reaſon he had been careful to Pk the preſent eſtimates, 


the reſult of which he ſhould 
future day. He proceeded to take a 


GENERAL VIEW 


before the committee on a 


"OF THE RESULT OF THE ESTIMATES FOR 1795-6. col. 


LECTIVELY. 


5,63, 12,780 
50, 60, 07 5 
23598, 013 


Rxvenurs No, 1. Bengal Cur. Rup. 
. — 4. Madras Pags. 
— — — 6. Bombay Rupees 


C. 3,508,823 
1,844,787 


Current Rupees 
Cnarors No. 5. Madras 
Pagodas 
CnARCGES No. 8. Bombay 
Rupees 


3,88, 88, 236 | 
46,117,968 


a 67 90,230 718,901 


Nett Reventes of the three preſidencies 


'Devpucr, No. 11, Supplies to Bencoolen, &c. 


ExT1MATED Suur tus REVENUES 1795-6 
leſs than laſt Year by . 236,098 

Dpucr, No. 16, Incereſt on Debts . 
Current Rupees 40, 02, 523 

Nett Eſtimated Surplus from the Territorial Nen 

nues for 1795-6 

App, No. 15. Eſtimated Amount of Sales of in. | | 
ports, Certificates, & c. Current Rupees  _42,46,252 


Amount eſtimated to be applicable to Puichaſe of 


Inveſtments, payment of Commercial Charges, &c. 


Which was leſs than the aftual amount of laſt Year 
ke e 
PDEBTS IN INDIA. | 
| _ Cur. Rup. 


7,39,54,019 
6 +$1,37,366 


| No. 16. Amount ſtated laſt Year 


Decreaſe 49,17,253 


88,80, 580 


decreaſe, but could not be accounted for, 
by reaſon of the dates of accounts being 
different. | 
Mo: 16, Devts bearing Intereſt, 
Amount laſt Year $1 59-7 23906 
Amount this Year 5, 32,8 
— 
26,8313 


Decreaſe of Debt bearing Intereſt 


Amount of Intereſt payable by the Fg 


counts of laſt Year 43,79:459 


L. Sterl, 


5,631,278 
2,024,030 


269,776 


— — — 


5 77925084 


6,072 411 


— 


| 1,352,575 | 
$1,780 


1,770% 93 


400.252 
W 


1,370,541 


424,625 


— — 


1,795,166 


—  — ͤu—ͤ1 


Le Sterl. 
7,39 59463 


| 6, 8134737 


40 715 


888, 555 


1597 290 
2 328, 15 
2685471 
* 4 


| 447.041 | 
Amount 
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Amount of Intereſt payable this Y car 40, 2, 5 a3 400,252 
Decreaſe of Intereſt payable annually 367,946 | 36,79 
No. 21. Afﬀaits in India, conſiſting of Caſh, Goods, * „ 
Ke. laſt Year 8, 80, 76 00g $8,807,601 
Ditto by the preſent Statements $,86.72,663 8,867, 266 
Increaſe of Aſſets 5,96,654. 59, 665 : 


Adding the Increaſe of Aſſets to the above 
Decreaſe of Debts, the Company's Af-. Wa | 
fairs in India were better by $5.13,907 $51,390 


This was all that was neceſſary to be ſtated relative to the 
allairs in India, for he had ſtated what was the amount of 
the revenues of the ſeveral Preſidencies ſeparately and col- 
lectively; he had ſtated what was the amount of the charges 
of them in the ſame manner; what was the amount of 
their net revenues he had ſtated alſo, together with the net 
eſtimated ſurplus from the territorial revenues, the eſtimated 
amount of the ſales of imports, certificates, &c. the amount 
eſtimated to be applicable to the purchaſe of inveſtments, 
payment of commercial charges, &c. and the diſpoſition of 
that ſum. Ile had furthermore ſtated, what was the amount 
of debt transferred, together with the amount of debt bearing 
intereſt, the amount of intereſt payable by the accounts both 
of laſt year and the preſent, the decreaſe of debt bearing in- 
tereſt, and the annual decreaſe of intereſt, And laſtly, he. 
had ſtated the amount of aſſets in India laſt year, and the 
amount as it appeared by the preſent ſtatements with the pro- 
ceeds of exports and certificates, adding the encreaſe of aſ- 
ſets to the decreaſe of debts, and thence drawing his general 
cConcluſion, that the Company's affairs in India only were 
better than they vere upon his former ſtatements in the ſum 
of 551,390l. : | Eg 5 
| | _ HOME ACCOUNTS. . 
He next proceeded to the view of the Eaſt India Compa- 
ny's affairs at home; but before he brought any general re- 
ſult from the home accounts, he begged leave to obſerve, 
that when he ſirſt undertook the taſk of bringing theſe ſtate- 
ments before the Houſe, he confined himſelf ſolely to the 
ſtatement of the affairs abroad. That was the only part for 
which he was reſponſible, and he did not then interfere with 
the Corapany's commercial concerns at home. He was af- 
terwards led to deviate from his uſual ſyſtem of proceeding, 
and extend his rciearches, in conſequence of the renewal of 


the 
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. 
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the Company's charter in 1793, when it became neceſſary 
to know from the nature of theis eſtates abroad how much 
they could allow to Government for the renewal of that 
charter, from their commercial capital at home. The re- 
ſult of the accounts was prepared under the eye of an hon. 
Baronet oppoſite (Sir Francis Baring), and might therefore 
be depended upon for their accuracy. With reſpect to the 
participation of Government in the profits of the Company, 
it would appear from the combined ſtate of the accounts at 
home and abroad, that the faireſt expectations might be 
raiſed. He had ſome degree of ſatisfaction in ſtating this to 
the Committee, and would now continue to do what he con- 
ſidered as the general object of his duty, to lay before the 
committee the accounts of the revenue and expences upon 
the commercial engagements at home, in the ſame manner 
as he had ſtated the account of the revenue and expences 
abroad, and afterwards combine them both, in order to draw 
His general reſult. As the accounts at home were more im- 
mediately under the charge of the directors, the eſtimates 
were likely to be made with greater preciſion, and conſe- 
quently little apprehenſion could be entertained n their 
truth and accuracy. | | | e 
He had laſt year ſtated what he ene would be the probable amount 
of the produce of the Sales up to the iſt of Marct, and it was a mat- 
ter of the greateſt ſatisfaction to him this year to nform the Com- 
mittee, that the actual produce. of thoſe Sales had far exceeded any | 
expectation. The whole amount was 8,158,495 
Th-1te Sales however it was neceſſary to obſerve had been aſſiſted, and 
did not ſolely ariſe from the ſals of Goods belonging to the Company, 
but included a. confiderable quantity of Dutch Gcods ſold accord- 
ing to the act, and an increaſe of the ſale ot goods to the amount of 
16.000]. which were fold upon private account. which ſale was en- 
larged by certain indulgencies occaſioned by the proviſions of the act 
of parhament, But notwithſtanding this, it was to be remembered 
that ſome deductions were to be made in a time of war, and yet al - 
low:ng thoſe deductions, and deducting both the ſales of Dutch and 


Private goods, it would appear that the fales of the Company's | 
goods evcluſively had exceeded the eſtimate in no leſs a ſum than 1,071,469 


IAhe ſales of the Com pany's goods were eſtimated at | $537,500 
And actual amounted to _ 6,588,969 

| The actual exceſs therefore was 3,071 4653 

Ile charges and profits on private trade were eſtimated at 60, 0 

I be actual amount was | | | 148,417 
"Pala more than the eſtimate - C. 88.417 

GENERAL RESULT. | | 

Balance of caſh eſlimated to be deficient laſt year 5 47HS 38 
Aci ual balance remaining this year after paying off 498, 22 fl. of the ; 
bondel debt, and having borrowed 3 50,0001. trom the Bank 459 398 


3 

F * 
9 

& 

5 

fo 
2 
7 

* 


watts Wy I uur 
n n 
n Sr 2 „ 
* 88 I 
W Ee 


r 
e * 1 N 
ee Wt 7 er We ĩͤ v 
N ee 3 5 
. eee e A 
* - N — - I, „ 


SAT; 
wen NY 


2 


* 
3 
1 1. 
"8 
. 
1 
2 
b 
; 
Wo; 
Cat 
1 
es 
wad Oy * 
1 
g 4 
to 
* 
RR 
75 
15 : 
„ . 
" 
N 
* 
x 


There was a ſtriking reverſe in regard to the future eſti- 
mates for the year 1796-7, which required ſome explanation. 
Two accounts had been preſented, the firſt prepared at pe- 

riods directed by the act, and the other prepared from a 
variation of circumſtances on the 31ſt of October; and the 
difference of theſe two eſtimates was Z.1,147,123; but no 
blame could be thrown upon the company, ſince the circum- 
ſtances, of which gentlemen were ſuſhcicntly apprized, were 
not then in view. GREY wa 
. ESTIMATE, 1796 7. 
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3 Two accounts preſented, the firſt prepared at periods directed by _ : 

EY Expectations having varied, rendered it neceſſary to lay before the | | 

3 Fouſe that oreſonted the 3 1ſt Oct. | . 

* The laſt eſtimate differs from the former in expected receipts from 5 

_ Sales leſs = | | L£36,000 | 

{ $1 g On more than ſales former years | 248,000 | 

. i . | | 

$ 1 | | | REsvLT. 3 | | | 

8 17 The firſt eſtimate expected a balance in favour, on the iſt of March, | | f 
. £797, f | SEE N L. 118, 848 | 
- 5 The 1aft deficiency of | 1,028, 275 i 


He now came to the conſideration of the 


DEBTS AT HOME. 


In March 1795, were erg OD) 
No. 23. in March 1796. | 7474700 . 
Locreaſe L. $28,377 


There were certain Debts occaſioned by the Rajah of Tanjore's | 
Bonds being made payable in England. Theſe Bonds hore a 
high intereſt in Indla of 12 per Cent. which by being ex- 

Changed for Bonds in England, was reduced to 6 per Cent, 

This conſequently though it reduccd the Debt abroad, and 
was of conſiderable advantage to the Company gave an addi- 


tional burden to the Debts at home of 235,198 : 
By the ſale of Dutch Goods alſo for the produce of e 
which the Company was accountable to Govern- 
ment there was a ſum of 2329 2,974 
4.528,72 
5 5 ASSETS. 
Tf] At Home and afloat, Iſt March 1795, . 1 
85 N a3. iſt, March 1796, | Th wt 
. | | x | | 
_ Increaſe. this year 1,610,958 


Deducting increaſe of Debts above, from increaſes of Allets, the — 


Rate of affairs at Home appeared better in 27,6, by 1,082,58x 


This 
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This led him to combine the affairs at home with 


CHI NA AND ST. HELENA. 
Balzocs laſt year in favour of the Company 


152 
Balance in favour of the Company this year Nea 
The preſent balance e was leſs by 397978 


GENERAL COMPARISON OF DEBT's AND ASSETS. 


Decreaſe of Debts in India | 491,705 
Increase of Debts at home | 528,377 | 
| | Increaſe of debts ———— 36, 652 
Increaſe of Aſſets in India | | | 59,655 
Increaſe of Aſſets at Home | | 1,610,958 
1,670,623 
Deduct balance at China ad St. Helena leſs 397,978 3 
5 Net inereaſe of Aſſets — 1,272, 645 


Deductir g increaſe of Debts as above, the general improvements was 1,235,993 


The India Accounts of this year being nearly of the ſame date, 
the improvement was corroborated by the balance of the ſtock 
accounts. 


| Balance of Stock by computation laſt year was 8,493,774 


No. 24. this . 6,734,264 


— — 


The Company's Affairs were therefore better as to Debts and Aſſets 1,240,490 


He wiſhed to let the committee ſee how far his prophecy, 
delivered at a former period, had been fulfilled. It would 
appear that the revenues for the laſt year were, after deduct- 


ing the encreaſed charges from them more than what they 
had previouſly been eſtimated by him. The charges had 


encreaſed to more than one million; and taking this exceſs 


from the encreaſed revenue, the exceſs of the revenue over 
that of former years would amount to 306, 248. This 


would appear from the following ſtatements, in which a 
compariſon might be formed between the eſtimates made in 


the year 1793, and the accounts then preſented. 


COMPARISON OF ACCOUNTS PRESENTED THIS YEAR, WITH 


THF ESTIMATE ON WHICH THE ARRANGEMENT OF 1793 
Was FORMED» | 


Eſtimate J 1794, 5, 
Feb. 1793. 1794-5. | better than 
: 8 | hs „ 5 Eſtimate 
Bengal, Madras, and 8 8 . 

Bombay 6,960, 62 5 8 026, 193 more 1 062 568 
Charges of ditto 5,233, 125 5,944,443 deduct 756,20 

Revenues more 1,775,500 2,081 748, nrore 206,248 

| | 55 Suppllee 


[Counter zo 
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Supplies from Bengal ED | | 
to Bencoolen, &c, 550, oo00 74857 more 24,857 


Intereſt on debts _ 357,923 484,301 leſs 72,662 
Dedut 611,923 559,1 58 leſs than eſtimate 52,765 
Net revenues 1,163,577 1,522. 590 more than eſtim. 359,013 


Receipts from ſales 
of imports, and from 


certificates 0 350,000 562,77 more 212,177 
Surplus 1, 513,577 2, 084, 767 more than eſtim. 571190 


- The eſtimated ſurplus of 1795-6 is C. 1 795,166, which 
exceeds the eſtimate of 1793 by C. 281,589. 
SALE AND RECEIPTS, 


REecxiyTs | Eſtimate Acual 


1793. 17956. 
Goods fold _ L. 4,988,303 6,191,894 
Profit on Private Trade .. 70,000 148,417 
Intereſt on Annuities 36,227 36,227 + 


more 


PAYMENTS 


Cuſtoms 633,850 677,786 
Freight | 690,670 1,250,520 
Goods and Stores exported 1,017,000 1,227,632 

Bills of Exchange or Bullion 644,580 913,90 


Charges Merchandize | 375,000 634,664] 
Intereſts on Bonds and Dividends on Stock $528,000 722,172 
Indigo Contractors e 5 | 10, 483 
Leas purchaſed on the Continent | 54,492 


35889, 100 55491, 041, L. 1,601,942 


— 


Surplus L. 205, 427 885,49 5 
5 . leſs 390, 930 


After having ſtated theſe to the Houſe, Mr. Dundas ſaid 


he wiſhed to draw the attention of the Committee to ſome 
other points, leaſt they might complain that he had not given 


his opinion as to the 1deas he himſelf entertained concerning 
the e tag do intereſts either in India or at home, or con- 
cerning the future {ſtate of their affairs. 3 he had 


ſtated a large ſurplus of revenue exiſting in India, he did not 
mean to ſay, that ſuch ſurplus would be ſufficient for the 
future operations of the Company in India. It was very fin- 


gular, that in the ſtatements concerning the Bengal revenye, 
ere was not an item which did not exceed the eſtimates he 
had made at a former period—ſuch was the accuracy and fi- 
delity with which it had been prepared. But the fame was 


Ver. I. 1796. 30D | 


4. 57094, 527 $6,376,533 £ 182,0 | 


not to be expected in the next accounts that ſhould be given, 


ener ns nc —-— — 
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there muſt be a conſiderable diminution in ſome articles, 
particularly that of opium, which could not be fo produc- 
tive during war. He had no doubt however that this defi- 
ciency would be made up by ar increaſe on other articles. 
But the great thing, that muſt prevent the revenue of India 
from being ſo productive next year, would be the encreaſed 
_ Charges, on account of the increaſed military arrangements 
in India. The Houſe would recollect, that he had laſt year 
laid before Parliament a plan for redreſſing the grievances 
complained of by the officers in the Company's ſervice. 
[Theſe meritorious men had laboured under many hardſhips ; 
they had not had the ſame chance with his Majeſty's officers 
of being put upon the ſtaff. "They could nct return to their 
own country, for the benefit of their health without giving up 
their commiſſions and loſing their pay; ſo that they had 
only to chuſe either of theſe alternatives—that of dying in 
an unhealthy country, or loſing their ſupport. They had not 
often the means to enable them to return; nor any half-pay 
if they ſhould quit the ſervice. Theſe were the grievances 
which they complained of; and he certainly thought that 
their complaints were juſt. He accordingly entered upon 
the means which he thought would remedy them. They 
were now completely remedied ; and the regulations to that 
effect had gone out to India, where they were highly ap- 
proved of 'by the great bulk of the officers, who received 
them with perfect ſatisſaction; and notwithſtanding they 
might not have met the ſanguine wiſhes of ſome, their good 
effects were felt by all who viewed them with candour and 
reaſon. But he did not, on account of the diſſatisfaction of 
a few, regret the juſtice which he had done, or the indul- 
gence he had given, becauſe the great maſs was relieved and 
benefted thereby. Theſe regulations were founded in juſ- 
tice and policy; they were to be inforced and carried into 
execution; and the doing of that muſt be attended with con- 
ſiderable additional expence. The whole of the expence 
might amount to four millions; and the whole of the ſurplus 
ſhould be applied to the purpoſe of enabling the Company to 
enlarge their inveſtments. He thought it neceſſary to ſpeak 
out plainly his opinion concerning the future events in India, 
in order that the Houſe might ſee how they would turn out. 
There was nothing that he had hitherto ſtated, which had 
not turned out even beyond what he had given reaſon to ex- 
pect. He muſt ſay, that he then felt that a progreſſive . 
provement either in one, or in the whole of our Indian ſet 
tlements, might be expected in future. According to the 
Phe Ie 5 5 IN arrangements 


©2c.20.) WOODFALLS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 514 


wrrangements that had been made by a noble Lord (Marquis 


Cornwallis) in India, he would ſay with certainty, that pro- 
perty would enjoy perfect ſecurity 3 and from thence would 
ariſe happineſs and confidence. Another circumſtance that 

mult add to the growing wealth of India, was, that Within 


theſe few years, population had made a rapid encreaſe, 
which could not ariſe from any other cauſe than the deareſt 
wiſhes of the people to ſettle, and continue in a country 


where they felt their ſituations ſuperior to what it could be 


in any other. This was the greateſt proof of the proſperity 


of a country, without which population could never increaſe. 
The increaſe of population was proved by the increaſe of the 
revenue; but particularly by that of the duty on ſalt. The 
4andholders of the country enjoyed a ſtate of ſecurity and 


happineſs. On theſe grounds he felt himſelf entitled to ſay, 
that our poſſeſſions in India were more proſperous than they 
ever had been; and that their proſperity and revenues were 
increaling. Madras was now in a progreſhve ſtate of im- 
provement as well as Bengal, notwithſtanding its having been 


10 lately the ſeat of war. Bombay would be equally pro- 


ductive ; as well as all the new ſettlements into which in- 


duſtry ſhould be introduced. He would ſay nothing at that 

time about the treaties with the Rajahs of Travancore or 
Tanjore, becauſe the propriety of them was diſputed ; and 
he would take another opportunity of ſtating them to the 
Houſe : he had no doubt, however, but that any change 


which might take place, would be for the better. He could 
not help taking the preſent occaſion to obſerve the great dif- 
ference between the affairs of the India Company at the pre- 
ſent, and in former periods. There was a time when it uſed 


only to be debated in the Houſe, whether the Company were 
bankrupts or not. How very different was'it now, when it 


was only to ſet out from a given point in order to eſtimate 
the progreſhve ſtate of their proſperity ? The expences of 


the Company were not much beyond their natural courſe, or 
their eſtimates. It was, nevertheleſs, proper for him to 
Tay, that in the next ſtatement the expences would be greater, 


becauſe moſt of the expences were incurred at a period poſ- 
terior to the date of the accounts then before the committee. 
It was however ſcarcely neceffary for him to obſerve that theſe 


-£XPcnces were greatly encreaſed by the armaments that had 
been fitted out againſt the Iſland of Ceylon, the Spice Iſ- 


lands, and the other poſſeſſions that had been captured from 
the Duteh ; the ſucceſs of which expeditions was ſo honour- 


Able to the officers conducting them, and muſt tend ſo much 
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to the benefit of this country! He was ſorry not to ſee an 
hon. gentleman (Mr. Fox) then in his place, who on a former 
occaſion had talked fo much of the blood and treaſure waſted 


in India. He wiſhed he could inform that hon. gentleman 
that the expence attending the whole of thoſe ſplendid con- 
_ queſts was defrayed out of the revenues of India. He there- 


fore hoped the hon. gentleman would not again talk of blood 


and treaſure waſted by this country in theſe expeditions. 


With reſpect to the Cape of Good Hope, his opinion 


concerning the poſſeſſion of that ſettlement was as dif- 


ferent from that of an hon. Baronet (Sir F. Baring) as light 
from darkneſs. On a due examination of all the affairs he 
had ſtated, there appeared to him to be no earthly doubt, 
but that all the expectations he had held out would be rea- 


lized. On another topic it was neceſſary for him to be a 
little more particular; and that was concerning the partici- 


pation which Government was to receive. He hoped, on 
this occaſion, that ſome champions on the Oppoſition Bench 


would ſtart up, and take the place of the hon. gentlemen 
who were abſent; if not, he ſhould perhaps, in conſequence 


of the abſence of thoſe gentlemen, find it neceſſary to be 
more accurate. If it ſhould then be aſked what became of 
the promiſed participation, he would anſwer, that he had 


never promiſed the public ſuch participation. The ſtate- 


ments he was accuſtomed to make in that Houſe, concern- 


ing India affairs, had always found their way to the public. 
He would then read to the Committee a part of the ſpeech 


he had made in 1793, at the renewal of the Company's 
charter, by which it would appear whether his prophecy had 


been fulfilled. The arrangement made at that period was a 
peace arrangement. It had not been ſince that time much 


affected by the war, for the public did, in the courſe of 
two year of war, actually receive one half of the participa- 


tion. He defired, therefore, that when any ill- mentioned 
orator belonging to the Company ſhould ſtart up, either in 


that Houſe or in any other place, and endeavour to damp 
and diminiſh the proſpects of our Indian commerce, he 
would recollect the grounds he went upon. The real quel- 
tion upon this ſubject was, whether the hopes he had held 
out to the publick concerning the participation, were too ſan- 
guine, He recollected his having ſtated, that from our great 
naval ſuperiority this war, it was not likely there would be 
ſo many captures as in former wars. Whatever expecta- 
tions he had held out, they were fulfilled. Our cargoes 
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from India, and they got ſafe to that country. It was impoſ- 


ſible to make the ſhips take ſo much freight in time of war 


as in peace; therefore as the revenues could not be ſo great 
at the one period as at the other, it was fair that the publick 


might expect ſuch a participation as he had ſtated in 1793. 


The freight a few years ago was no more than 600,000). 
Laſt year it was one million; and for next year it was ſtated 


at 1, 900, oool. a ſum triple that of the original calculation 
made in time of peace. Therefore, upon this ground, the 
public was entitled to look for the full participation of 
| 500,000. in time of peace. This was not all: he would 


lay before the committee another circumſtance, to prove what 
he had advanced: it concurred ſo much with his own ideas, 
that he could not forbear mentioning it, although he muſt 


thereby publiſh the name of a gentleman who had not autho- 
zed him ſo to do. He had received a letter from Mr. 


Brown, a reſpectable dealer, and one of the largeſt purchaſers 


at the India fales, and as converſant as any man in the con- 


cerns of the Eaſt India Company, in which Mr. Brown gave 


it as his opinion that the importation of the Company's piece 
goods, from Bengal, Surat, &c. would exceed, in time of 
peace, the average of the three laſt years, and that the dif- 


{crence in the eſtimate between a time of peace and war, 


would amount to above one million ſterling. He declared, 
he was by no means diſpoſed to retract what he had ſtated as 

to the increaſing revenues of the Company. The deficiency 
of the caſh-eſtimate of March laſt, made no difference in the 

general ſtate of the Company's affairs, as he ſhewed that they 
had means amply ſufficient to ſupply that deficiency. In 
1793, they poſſeſſed government annuities to the amount of 


1, 200, oool. and now they hold no leſs a ſum than 3, ooo, oool. 
beſides which, above 500, oool. of their own bonds had been 


brought in. What he had ſtated, Mr. Dundas ſaid, ſerved 


to ſhew, that although the Company, from various peculiar 


and concurring circumſtances, could not avail themſelves of 


the full extent of their means, yet that there was no real 


deficiency of theſe means, or any proof of poverty, or, as 


had formerly been ſuggeſted in debate, of bankruptcy, but 


only, that their funds in time of war were not equal to a 

time of peace. From the general view of the Company's af- 

fairs, and on the face of their eſtimates, Mr. Dundas de- 
clared he ſaw no reaſon for imputing to them any extrava- 


gance, or want of commercial ſkill. With regard to the 
Company's bonds, although it was proper that they ſhould 


have a power of circulating them to -the amount of one 


4 


million, 
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million, yet as a capital embarked in à ſhip for India 
could not find its way back to the Company's trea- 


fury in leſs than three or four years, Mr. Dundas con- 


tended that this was not a proper ſhape in which to 


have a commercial concern on ſuch a capital; theſe bonds 
were liable to ſuch a variety of accidents in the market, that 
he could not help being of opinion, that they were not the 


proper means of carrying on ſuch a trade, or that it was right 
for fo great a Company to reſt upon ſuch a baſis; and that 


that the Company would judge wiſely, if, inſtead of circu- 
lating ſo many bonds, they would rather reſt upon their pre- 


manent capital. To augment this capital, under certain re- 
ſtrictions appeared to him to be a more expedient, certain, 


and creditable mode, than any other which they could adopt. 
The Company's ſtock was guarantecd out of the aſſets, and a 
finking fund, which formed this guarantee. He would alſo 


_ Tate his ſentimants, that even if the Company had no imme- 


diate preflure on their caſh, he ſhould think it their intereſt 
at this moment to increaſe their capital; for no one could 


ſuppoſe that, if their capital in 1793 was barely capable of 


carrying on their trade, it could poſſibly be applicable now, 
without its further extention. The ſales of the preſent year 
amounted to eight millions, which excluſive of the fate of 
Dutch goods, &c. exceeded above one million the eſtimate of 
the laſt; the undeniable inference therefore was, that the trade 


of the Eaſt India Company had increafed, was increaſing, 
and would continue to increaſe. It therefore became the in- 


tereſt of the Company, and of the publick, to take care, leſt, 


from the want of an efficient capital, that trade ſhould be 


ſuffered to paſs into other hands. It might indeed be ſaid, 

that this extended trade partly aroſe from the declenſion of 
that of other countries; admitting this, he would at the ſame 
time remark, that ſuppoſing the Dutch were reſtored to the 


full poſſeſſion of all their power in India, and they were now 
to renew their commerce, yet, as their ſhips were deſtroyed, 
and their capital annihilated, it would be impoſſible for them 
to fill up the gap which had been occaſioned by the circum- 


ſtances of the preſent war, in their Oriental commerce. Was 
it not wiſe then, he would aſk, when Eaſt India Company 


had ſuch large openings to wealth, and extended fources of 


commerce preſented to them, to take advantage of ſo 


favourable a circumſtance, and, by an enereaſe of their 
eapital, pour the riches of the Ganges into the Thames? 


Was it not their duty to carry on their commerce ſo that the 


individual ſhould not ſuffer by the monopoly they enjoyed; 


| and 
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flouriſhing Zemindars. He obſerved, that a vari 
ductions were to be made from the ſum ſtated as applicable 
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and that they ſhould have recourſe to thoſe means, which 


under ſuch cireumſtances, would occur to thoſe who were 


beſt able to carry on ſuch a trade ? He declared his opinion 
to be, in one word, that the Eaſt India Company would nei- 
ther conſult their intereſt and credit, nor fulfill their duty to 


the publick, reſulting from the monopoly they enjoyed, if, 


notwithſtanding any temporary preſſure, they did not maxe 


every proviſion to fill up that gap in the India commerce, 


which now ſubſiſted, and particularly from the deſtruction of 
the French and Dutch ſettlements and commerce in India. 
Mr. Sezeretary Dundas then preſented a ftring of reſolutions 
purſuant to his ſtatements z and upon the firſt reſolution be- 
ing put, viz. _ | | 
That it appears that the annual Revenues of the Eaſt 


| India Company, in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 


Oriſſa, and from Benares and Oude, under the heads of 
Mint or Coinage Duties, Poſt-othce collections, Benares 
revenue, Oude ſubſidy, Land revenues, Cuſtoms, and the 
receipts from ſales of Salt and Opium, amounted on the ave- 


rage of three years 1792-3 to 1794-5 incluſive, to the ſum 


of five Crore, ſeventy feven lacks, forty two thouſand one 


Hundred and thirty current Rupees.” 


Mr. Biddulph congratulated the Houſe upon finding that 


the accounts of the Eaſt India Company's affairs were more 
clear and regular this year than they had formerly been; ſtill 
he thought them capable of being more ſo than they were, 


in order to enable the members of that Houſe to form thoſe 


concluſions which ſhould be drawn from them. In order to 
this, he thought nothing would form ſo true a bafis as pre- 
ſenting an account of the actual rents of the territorial poſ- 
ſeſſions of India. For his part, he could not conceive the 


affairs of the Eaſt India Comapany to be fo flouriſhing as had, 
5 been ſtated. The ſtatements mentioned, that 2, 5 oo, oool. 
were annually drawn from the lands in Bengal; but he much 


doubted, whether it was poſſible for a country poſſeſſing no 


mines, but importing all their metals, to yield any perma- 
nent income to that amount. The induſtry of the inhabi- 
bitants might go ſome way towards it, and obviate thoſe de- 
ſtructive circumſtances which muſt otherwiſe have overwhelm. 
ed them in diftreſs ; but he could not conceive that ſuch a 
country could yield a permanent or increafing income under 


a conitant drain, and deprived of opulent families and 


ety of de- 


0 
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to the Bengal inveſtitures, which would reduce it from 
1,500,000l. to 1, ooo, oool. and adverted to the deficiency 


of the opium ſales, the expences of the military eſtabliſhment, 
and the encreaſed expence of the new eſtabliſhment in Ben- 
gal for the adminiſtration of juſtice, (a ſum which he ſtated 


at between three and 400,000l. a year.) It was his wiſh, 


he ſaid, to be informed reſpecting the nature and extent of 


the juriſdiction of thoſe courts, and the nature of the laws 


impoſed upon the inhabitants of that country. He conclud- 
ed by diſſenting from the reſolution, ſo far as any inference 
was drawn from the ſtatements of the former year. | 
Me. Secretary Dundas faid, the reſolutions only recorded 


matters of fact, which were drawn ſrom the accounts laid 


upon the table. N . 
Sir Francis Baring believed that the accounts were as ac- 


curate as the nature of the caſe would admit. He ſaid, he 


had felt ſome alarm with regard to the army arrangements, 


and doubted whether the European officers were fatisfied 
with the army regulations which had been ſent to India; 
and he alſo feared, that the permanent ſettlement of the re- 
venue of the country would produce much diſturbance at 


ſome future period. He had formerly been of opinion, that 


| the affairs of the Company, though affected by the war, were 
more flouriſhing than he now thought them to be. With 


regard to the Cape of Good Hope and the Spice Iflands, he 
ſhould be very ſorry to have an increaſed expence on that 
account. The Cape coſt the Dutch annually above 5 00,0001. 
As to the Spice Iflands, he ſaid, if they were not held on 
the ſame plan as the Dutch held them, they could never be 
rendered profitable; and if ſo held, it muſt be in a way re- 
volting to the feelings of Engliſhmen. He thought that it, 


after the peace, foreigners were encouraged to trade to India, 
it would be impoſſible for the Eaſt-India Company to ſupply 
the wants of this country, or keep up its ſales to the preſent 


amount. 7 „ EY 
Mr. D. Scott, confirmed the general ſtatment of Mr. 
Dundas as to the encreaſing proſperity of India, and the pro- 


greſſive encreaſe of profit upon all the ſales. He ſtated the 


advantage to be derived from the commerce of Bengal as well 
as China. Mr. Scott obſerved that it coſt the Company above 


a million additional on account of freight, but, in the event 
of peace, this would be ſaved, and conſequently a much 
larger profit would ariſe upon the ſales, beſides, in times of 
peace, many more markets would be open for diſpoſing w 
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the commodities of India. Mr. Scott declared, he widely 


differed from the honourable Baronet, who thought we ſhould 


be better without our poſſeſſions in the eaſt. The Cape of 


Good Hope and the Ifland of Ceylon, were of the greateſt 


importance, next to the poſſeſſion of Bengal, for ſecuring the 

Empire of the Eaſt. With reſpect to the Spice iſlands, he 

thought it better that this country ſhould have them than the 
French, though perhaps it was better that they ſhould be 

left entirely free L | EY 

S i W. Boughton was ſorry that any doubt ſhould be en- 

tertained of the permanency of the Eaſt India Company's 


revenues, when the money raiſed from that trade was the 


ſame as had been formerly received; not indeed by England, 


bat by the whole of Europe. The deſtruction of the trade 


ob other countries had occaſioned this great increaſe in ours, 
and he faw no reaſon why that which was dependant only on 
our induſtry ſhould not continue. In fact, the trade in fo- 
reign bottoms to India was the private trade of our own 
countrymen, and the direction, which it had now taken, was 
the legitimate channel in which it ought to low. — «+ 

Mr. Huey contended, that the revenue of India, after the 
neceſſary deductions, fell ſhort of the appropriation of a 


million, nor could he look on the revenues of the Company 
as increaſing, becauſe the eſtimates of the preſent year were 


leſs than the former. The honourable Secretary had ſtated, 


that the dates were leſſened, and the aſſets encreaſed, but 


that had not been accounted for. He inſiſted that the com- 
pany was now inſolvent, as it would turn out, that were all 


its effects converted into money, it would not have enough 


to pay off all demands; the former he calculated at 
6,734,900l: and the latter would amount to 7,780,000l. _ 
Mr. 1:tcalfe oppoſed Mr. Huſſey's ſtatement in a ſhort 


ſpeech, founded on Mr. Secretary Dundas's ſtatement in the. 


| B ad get. 


Mr. Dundas contradicted Mr. Huſſey's aſſertion, and 


ſhewed that the Company had almoſt enough to pay their 
perſonal debts out of their perſonal effects, and if to theſe 
was added their old property, not only would they be able to 
pay to the amount of their capital, at the end of the charter, 
but be a rich ſociety indeed, were they to divide the ſurplus 
among them, if, he added, they ſhould be ſo ill adviſed as 
to adopt ſuch a determination. SE e 
Mr. Hiſſey aſked whether the dominion over this landed 
Property was not under the board of controul ? _ 


Vor. I. 1796. TX Mr. 


— — 2G 


a 1 . — EC 
W : 
— 


: — * vat i 2 
— 777. REP Lo Bo Er on” — 
— — 
— — — . IS nou» tr A er — — 
— Cn —— 2 1 — E —_— — 


D G — — — — BS-— 200 — = 5 
- — — 5 r Marne rr rr ret mn en” 


1 
bo 
i 
|| 


422 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Icon 


Mr. Secr ctary Dundas replied, that the board of controul | 
has done little 1 injury, he believed, to them in the enjoyment 
of their territories. But this million a year was even inde- 


pendent of that board, and was a them by the 9 of King 


William, paſſed in 1693. | 
Mr. Metcalfe ſaid a few words to the fame ITY —— The 


reſolutions were then ſeverally put and agreed to. 
The Houſe being reſumed, the report Was ordered to be 
received the next day. 


The amended augmentation Militia Bill, PR” the proviſ 1 


onal Cavalry Bill went through the Committee 3 the reports 
were received; to be further confidered on "Thurſday, and 


printed. | 
The report of the additional Cuſtoms Bill Was brought p. 


and an amendment introduced exempting teas under 28. 6d, 
per lb. inſtead of 28. from the new additional duty. The 
bill was ordered to be engroſſed, and read a chird time on 
Thurſ day. 

The Auction duty Bill was a a third time and paſſed. 


Mr. David Scott brought up a petition from the Eaſt India 


Company, praying leave to increaſe their capital ſtock, Kc. 
Ordered to be laid on the table, 


The Bill for additional duty on Polinge, &c. was read 2 


third time, and paſſed. 
I! be report of the new Scottiſh Diſtillery Bill was brought 


up; ; the amendments were read and agreed to. 
Mr. Roſe propoſed a clauſe, to enable ſuch diſtillers ag 


did not chooſe to continue to work their ſtills under the new 
duty to withdraw their working on or before the 27th of 


January next.—Read, agreed to, made part of the Bill, 


which was ordered to be engroſſed, and read a third time 
the next day, if then engrofled. 


The Bill for raiſing the militia for the Tower Hamlets was 
read a ſecond time, and ordered to be committed to a Com- 


mittee of the whole Houſe on Thurſday next. 


Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. | 
WEDNESDAY, December 21. | 


The Marquis of Bute took his ſeat. 
On the motion for their Lordſhips going into. a Commit: 
tec upon the Loan Bill. 


The. 
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The Duke of Norfolk ſaid, that he had heard ſome circum- 
ſtances in the mode of ſubſcription to this loan, which ren- 
dered it highly proper that the liſt of ſubſcribers ſhould be 
laid upon their Lordſhips table. He thought it his duty 
alſo, as the rate of intereſt was ſo much higher than that 
which is authorized by law in this country, to put ſome 


queſtions to his Majeſty's miniſters reſpecting the reaſons of 


granting ſo high intereſt, before he could give his aſſent to 


the Bill. But as none of the King's miniſters were pre- 
ſent, he moved, that the commitment of the bill be put off 
till the next day. His Grace”s motion was agreed to by their 


Lordſhips. 1 V | | 2 
Heard Counſel on Scotch appeal, Ferguſon of Rath againſt 
Gilleſpie, miniſter of Arrochay. N | 
The further hearing of this cauſe, which is of great im- 


portance to the Scottiſh clergy, was poſtponed till the firſt 


day of meeting after the holidays. 
Adjourned. _ 


— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


WzEepNEsDaY, December 21. 


Mr. Elliot, the Chairman of the Southwark committee, 


appeared at the bar and ſtated, that the committee appointed 


to try the merits of the petition of George Tierney, eſq. com- 


plaining of an undue election and return for the Borough of 


Southwark, had directed him to report their determination 
to the Houle, which is as follows: _ | * 


That G. W. Thelluſſon efq. is not duly elected a Burgeſs 


to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the ſaid Borough of 
Seuthe fn e 


And alſo, that the ſaid Select Committee have deter- 
mined, „ of | 


That George "Tierney, eſq. the petitioner, ought to have 
been returned a Burgeſs, to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid 


Borough. „ FEE 
And alſo, that the ſaid Select Committee have deter- 
mined, _ 9 | FE 10 


That the ſaid George Tierney, eſq. is duly elected a Bur- 
gels, & c. to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid Borough. = 
And alfo, that the ſaid Select Committee have deter- 


' mined, : of | 
3X2 N The 
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That the petition of the ſaid George Tierney, eſq. did not 
appear to the ſaid Select Committee to be 8 olous or vexa- 
tious. | * 

And alſo, That the ſaid ſelect committee have Aeter iin 

That the oppoſition of the ſaid G. W. I helluſſon, to the 
ſaid petition, did not appear to the ſaid committee to be frivo- 
lous or vexatious. 

The report was brought up, 

Mr. Elliot moved, That the clerk of the crown do attend 
the Houſe the next day to amend the return of the fait 
election; and that, inſtead of the name of G. W. Theluſſon, 

Eſq. be ſubſtituted that of George Tierney,Eſq. —ordered. 
Ihe Cape of Good Hope navigation bill was brought in 
and read a firſt time. —ordered t to be read a ſecond time the 
next day. 

I be report of che committee on the papers from the India 
Houſe was brought up, and the reſolutions a 8 to by the 
1 


POMULCATION OF THE STATUTES. 


Nr. Abbot ſaid, that having brought up the report fra: 
the committee, appointed to conſider of the beſt means of 
promulgating the ſtatutes, he roſe to give notice that he 

ihbculd take an early opportunity after the receſs, to propoſe | 
to the Houſe ſome meaſures founded on facts contained in 

that report. | 
The Scots diſtillery Bill was read a third time and paſſed. 

The Houſe in a committee of ſupply, among other ſums 

voted a ſum of 540,000. for the relief of the ſuffering cler- 

gy and laity of France. The report was ordered to be re- 
ceived the next day, and the committee to fit again on Friday. 

In a committee of ways and means, approved of the reſo- 
lutions relative to che terms of the loan. 


NAVY BILLS. 


In a committee on the Bill for the more ſpeedy payment 
of navy, tranſport, and victualling Bills. 

Mr. Huſſey objected to the regulations of the Bil, which 
in his opinion would not enable the public to go to the mar- 
| ket with advantage : but would on the Oy have the 
effect to encourage injurious ſpeculation. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer explained the nature of the Bill. 
All that it enacted was, that a navy bill ſhould not run more 
than three months. The intereſt was calculated as nearly as 
_ poſſible at the rate of five per cent. ; from the beſt 3 

tio 
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tion he could obtain, he had reaſon to believe that the mode 
of payment propoſed by the preſent Bill would be perfectly 
agreable to the parties concerned. | 888 
Mr. Huſſey perſiſted in his objections. The Bill was read 
a firſt and ſecond time, and agreed to by the committee, 
and the report ordered to be received the next day. 
Mr. Biddulph ſaid, he had the preceding night, propoſed - 
ſome queſtions with reſpect to the new ſyſtem of India judi- 
eature, in anſwer to which he could obtain no fatisfattory | 
information. He wiſhed ſome account of the inſtitution to 
be laid before the Houſe, and if miniſters perſiſted to decline 
bringing forward the ſubject, he would make a motion for 
that purpoſe JJVTFPTTTTTTTTTCT y cons 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſuggeſted the difficulty of 
nne with the wiſhes of the honourable gentleman, 
from the complicated and extenſive nature of the ſubject. _ 
Mr. Biddulph enforced the importance of obtaining ſatis- 
factory information with reſpect to an object which intereſt- 
ed no leſs than fifteen millions of people. Several new codes 
of criminal law had lately been brought forward, in all of 
which the ſeverity of former enactments had been conſidera- 
bly mitigated. He was deſirous to aſcertain whether the 
- ſame mild and equitable ſpirit had been followed in the regu- 
jations of this new code of India judicature. Since he 
could not obtain from miniſters an account of the inſtitution, 
he gave notice that he ſhould next day make a motion, That 
there be laid upon the table copies of the correſpondence be- 
tween the governor-general of Bengal, and the board of con- 
troul, relative to the new courts of India judicature, previous 
to ſuch courts being inſtituted. —Adjourned. 125 e 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
'TrvursDay, December 22. 

The Bills on the table were ſeverally read. 

The Bill for the exciſe augmentation on auctions, bricks, 
cocoa, &c. the ſtage coach duty Bill, the Scotch diſtillery | 
Bill, and that for the alteration of the duty on poſtage of 5 

letters, were brought up from the Commons, and ſeverally 
read a ſirſt time. j oe eiela 

5 e, 7-3 © oa | 
Ihe order of the day for their lordſhips to reſolve them- 
ſelvee into a committee of the whole Houſe on the Bill for 


granting 
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granting to his majeſty a loan of eighteen millions by way of 


annuities, being read, 


The Dube of Norfolk ſaid, before their lordſhips went into 


a committee on the Bill, he begged he might be permitted to 
ſubmit a few oblervations to their lordſhips conſideration on 
the ſubject. 'The Houſe were now, he obſerved, about to 
give their authority to an act of the Houſe of Commons, by 
which they had conſented, in the prefent enormous ſtate of 
the national debt, to add no leſs a ſum than eighteen millions 
ſterling. Before he ſuffered the buſineſs to proceed, he 


| hoped that when the magnitude and importance of the ſab- 
ject was duly conſidered, he ſhould not be deemed unreaſon- 


able if he aſked one or two queſtions of his majeſty's miniſ- 


ters, and requeſted anſwers to the tame. The firſt queſtion 


he ſhould atk, was, whether in the opinion of miniſters, 


this ſum, large as it was, would be the whole of the ſupplies 


that would be wanted for the ſervice of the enſuing year ? 
'The next thing to which he ſhould requeſt to draw their 


lordſhips attention was, to the nature of the loan itſelf, and 
the bargain which the ſubſcribers had made on their own be- 


half. Every ſubſcriber of 1ool. was to receive ſtock to the 


amount of 112). 10s. which was in the firſt inſtance a 4710 


of 121. 10s. For his original ſubſcription, he was to receive 


an intereſt of five per cent. and at a hmitted period of twa 


years after the termination of the war, he had a right to call 
for his principal of '1121. 10s. to be immediately paid in ſpe- 

ie, if he thought proper. His grace ſaid, that at preſent a 
negotiation for peace was pending, and no one withed more 


ſincerely than himſelf, that it might be the means of reſtor- 
ing that much wifhed for and much wanted bleſſing. Allow- | 


ing that the negotiation ſhould ultimately be crowned with 
ſucceſs, he would ſuppoſe that the terms might be ſettled in 
the courſe of one year. The time then at which the ſubſcri- 
bers would be entitled to call in their ftock, and inſiſt on be- 
ing paid in money if they choſe, would be three years. All 
this time they would be in the receipt of five per cent. for 
I12l. 10s. If at the expiration of the two years after the 


termination of the war, they ſhould inſiſt on receiving the 


whole of their ſtock in ready ſpecie, and unfortunately ano- 


ther war ſhould, at, or immediately before that period, break 
out, their lordſhips muſt ſee what a dreadful predicament 


this country mult be in, to be called upon in fo diſtreſſing a 


moment, when it might have ſo many difficulties to contend 


with in raiſing the then neceſſary ſupplies, to diſcharge ſo 
large a fum as might be required of this old loan of eighteen 
| | millions 


[Lon ps. 
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millions in ready money, be the price of ſtocks at that time 
whatever they might. This was certainly a poſſible caſe, 

and as ſuch it behoved their lordſhips, as far as poffible, to 
guard againſt it. For this purpoſe, his grace beged leave 
ro make a motion to the following purport? 8 


6 That inſtructions be given to the Committee to receive a clauſe, impowering 
his Majeſty's Lords Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, to delay the payment of thc 
capital of each ſubſcriber, after the termination of the war, till ſuch times as 
*kc three per cent. conſols. ſhould be 75." | 


The motion being read from the Woollack, „ 
Lord Grenville ſaid, that as to the queſtion put by the 
noble Duke, it was impoſſible for him to give a direct anſwer 
toit. The eſtimates of this year had, like thoſe of all former 
vears, been made as thoſe which, upon every prebable con- 
tingency that could be foreſeen, would be neceſſary, and 
| would be ſufficient. In all wars eſtimates of expences were i 
= unavoidable ; and all eſtimates were made as nearly as poſſi- } 
7, ble to embrace and cover every object of expence which could | 
3 fairly be calculated on. In the preſent eſtimate all poſſible | 
= mY bare had been taken that ſhould be the cafe, and he ſaw no | 
 Hkelihodd at preſent of any new expeditions or other efforts = 
- which were calculated to produce any extraordinaries that = 
had not been provided for. It was impoſſible, however, to | 
foreſee or anſwer preciſely for what might happen. With g 
reſpect to the other part of his Grace's ſpeech, he muſt for 
one certainly oppoſe tlie motion made by the noble Duke. 
The loan which had been made was certainly different from 
former loans, but it was ſo chiefly on account of the very 
-advantageous terms of it terms which were much below 
the price of the market, and the expeditious manner in 
which it was filled, ſerved at once to ſhew the zeal of every 
deſcription of perſons for the ſervice of the country; to ſhew: 
at the ſame time that the ſpirit of the country was not depreſ. 
ſed; and to convince the raſh and deſperate minds of tho 
enemy, that our reſources were not in that weak and decli- 
ning {tate which they had vainly and fooliſhly flattered them- 
ſelves they were. It was not probable, therefore, that perſons 
eee _— ever think of diſtreſſing their country, by 5 
inſiſting on being paid their ſtock in ſpecie, as ſ :d by 
the ole Dube, | 3 44 85 2 5 ” uppoſed by 
The Duke of Norfolk ſaid, it was undoubtedly true that itwas 
impoffible to foreſee what exigencies might ariſe and therefore 
what had fallen from the noble Secretary of State, relative to the 
queſtion he had aſkedas to the ſufficiencyof the ſum now requi- 
„ e n | rec, 
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red, he ſhould not preſs it any further. He could not however 
give up his motion ſo eaſily. The ſubſcribers to the preſent 
| Joan had, he allowed, come forward in a very ready man- 
ner, and had very ſpeedily filled up the ſum required, but 
he could by no means admit that in doing ſo they had diico- 
vered any violent zeal for the ſervice of the country. They 
had certainly very materially ſerved themſelves, for they had 
gained an intereit ſuperior to any they could have obtained 
in any other legal way. He meant the great majority of 
thoſe who were not what were uſually termed the med men 
of the nation. The noble Secretary of Sate had ſaid, that men 
thuz ſhewing their zeal, it was not probable they would 
inſiſt on their receiving their ſtock in ready money, in a 
future moment of poſhble preſſure and diftreis. The Dake 
ſaid, he did not think they ought to look to a probable caſe; 
for his part, he was afraid avarice and ſelf-intereſt were but 
too prevalent, and therefore too parbable to be truſted to. 
This was undoubtedly a poſlible caſe, and ought on that 
account to be guarded againſt. In making the preſent motion 
for that purpoſe, his Grace ſaid, he only did what he concei- 
ved to be his duty, and he ſhould leave it to their Lordſhips 
to decide upon his motion. „% bt . 
Ihe queſtion being put, the motion was negatived without 
a diviſion. The Bill then went through a committee of the 
' whole Houſe, and the report was received. After which, 
on a motion that the Bill be then read a third time, 
The Duke of Norfolk roſe, and apologized for taking up 
more of their. Lordſhips time, but he could not he ſaid ſuffer 
the third reading of the Bill to take place, without ſubmitting | 
to the conſideration of the Houſe ſome further obſervations, 
and another motion which he then held in his hand. The 
noble Secretary of State, had mentioned the preſent loan as 
expreſſive, on the part of the ſeveral ſubſcribers, of their 
zeal for the ſervice and intereſt of their country. He could 
by no means view it in that light. Former loans had, in 
general, been made between miniſters and a certain deſcrip- 
tion of perſons in this country, called the monzed men— that 
is, bankers and other perſons who, in general, made money 
he object of their traffic. By uſing theſe terms of deſcrip- 
tion, he did not mean to convey any harſh idea of thoſe 
_ perſons, but only to define clearly of what deſcription they 
rcally were. It appears then that money being the commo- 
dity in which they peculiarly dealt, and government the 
medium or channel through which they could traffic to the. 


greateſt extent, that of courſe they would endeavour to 5 
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the beſt bargain they could for themſelves. They had a 
right ſo to do. Minilters, on the part of the country, would 
certainly do the ſame. This deſcription of perſons, the 

monie men, having bargained for the loan on certain terms, 
take upon themſelves the raſing of the whole ſum wanted. 


Perhaps, in many inſtances, miniſters apparently made bar- 


gains very much in favour of the country according to the 
price of the markets. Behind this body of monied men, 
however, there ſtood another phalanx, conſiſting of men of 
other deſcriptions, and of different ranks in life.. Gentlemen 
of landed properties, members of both Houſes of parliament, 


and in other ſituations, who were capable of aſſiſting miniſters 


on various occaſions, and in different degrees, who came in 
each for a ſeperate ſhare in theſe loans, and who might not, 
_ therefore, be very particular in ſcrutinizing into the terms on 


which they were made. Such were the nature and principle 
of former loans. The preſent loan was certainly different, 


for every individual was at liberty to ſubſcribe as much as he 
thought fit, and the terms were very plain and eaſily under- 
ſtood. Having already ſtated what they were, it was 


unneceſſary for him to repeat them. The noble Secretary of 


State had inferred, that from the quickneſs with which the 
whole ſum of eighteen millions had been ſubſcribed, it was 
a proof of the zeal of the ſubſcribers for the intereſts and 

ſervice of the country. He on the contrary, thought it 


appeared to be more for the benefit of the ſubſcribers them- 


ſelves. He had, he ſaid, made a calculation on the ſubject, 
and he found they would make near ten per eent. for their 
money, a ſum which is almoſt double what the law of the 


land allows in any cafe but this of a loan, which is exempted 


by the act. Thus they receive à rate of intereſt for their 
money, which in any other caſe or tranſaction would convict 
them of uſury. His calculation, he ſaid, was very ſhort and 
plain. From the bonus given, the intereſt upon the whole 
ſum, and other advantages, he found that if the War 
laſted three years, the ſubſcribers would receive ten per cent. 
if five years, eight per cent, —and if fix years, ſeven and a half ? 
per cent for their money. Theſe were the men who were 
+ held up as acting with zeal for the intereſt of their country, Fg. 
who were receiving intereſt for their money at ſuch a rate, 
as in any other caſe but this, a court of juſtice would ſend 
chem, inſtead of to the Bank to receive their dividends, to the 
King's Bench priſon, or ſubject, them to the heavy penalties, - 
which the law has in all other caſes lajd on uſurious tranſ- 
Vol. I. 1796. 3 * actions. 
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actions. Among the ſubſcribers to this loan, and under 
fuch circumſtances of receiving this high rate of intereſt, his 
grace ſaid, he was aſtoniſhed to find many names of the 


firſt rank and diſtinction, not among the mercantile and 


momed men only, but in the firſt rank and diſtinction 
among their Lordſhips; dignified elexgy and others. He 


had once thought of moving to have all the names publiſhed, 
but finding it world be too troubleſome, had waved that idea. 


He was extremely ſorry, however, to ſee that perſons in 
thoſe elevated ranks of life ſhould ſhew themfelves eager to 


ſubſcribe to a loan which exacts ſo high an intereſt for their 


money, and that intereſt to be paid out of the pocket of the 
people. He thought that in moments of publick exigency 


like the prefent, thoſe who had it in their power to ſubſcribe 


large ſums of money, and were eager to do ſo, ought to do 


it without a bonus, and to take for it only at the rate which 
is fixed as the higheſt legal intereſt of the country, five per 


cent. He had therefore thought it his duty to form a motion 


for a clauſe to that effect: he might perhaps be told that 
_ thoſe perſons of high rank and flation, who had ſubſcribed _ 
on the terms as they ſtood, intended, when they went to 
receive their money, to take no more than the lawful intereſt 
of five per cent.; he was of opinion, however, that a clauſe 


ought to be added by way of amendment to the Bill, which 


ſhould give every ſubſcriber a power to do ſo if he might 


think proper. Such a clauſe would be a teſt of the quantum 


of aFual zeal with which each ſubſcriber ſet down his name 


for the intereſts of his country, and not for thoſe of himſelf ; 
and might at the ſame time ultimately prove the means of a 
prodigious ſaving to the publick purſe. His Grace then 
made a motion, the ſubſtance of which was nearly as 
follows: „ | e 
( That the caſhier of the Bank be empower? to call upon each contributos 
or ſubſcriber to the loan, to take the ſum ſubſcribed by him without the pre- 


mium ef twelve and a half per cent. and intereſt for his money advanced at ſive 


per ces. and that he be empowered to contract with cach contributor to that 
effect, at the time of the ſirſt payment; and that a liſt of the names of the 
perſons ſo acceding, ſhould be made out and laid before both Houſes of parlia- 
The motion being read from the woolſack. il 
Lord Grenville ſaid he roſe to oppoſe it; he expreſſed great 
ſurpriſe at what had fallen from the noble duke, relative to 
the loan, which had univerſally been allowed, he ſaid, to be 
ene of the beſt that had ever been made for this 9 11. 


*z 
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He could not have ſuppoſed the noble duke would have en- 


tertained ſuch ſentiments concerning it. He believed he was 


the only man in that Houſe, or in the country, who did ſo; 


at leaſt, he thought, there was not above two, and he was 
convinced, that in ſpeaking his ſentiments in fo fayourable a 
manner as he (the noble ſecretary) had done—he had ſpoken 
the decided ſentiments of a moſt decided majority of the 
people. He was aſtoniſhed to hear the noble duke coldly 
ſay that thoſe who dealt in money, ſuch as bankers and other 
wealthy capitaliſts, carried on a traffick that was not diſ- 


graceful. The noble duke muſt know that the monied men 


Were a claſs as honourable, as liberal, and as reſpectable as 


any in the kingdom, men to whom this country and govern- 


ment were highly indebted for the preſent high pitch of proſ- 
perity to which they had arrived. Their whole attention was 


devoted to money concerns, and they were bound to makę 


the moſt of their own property, in duty to themſelves. The 
preſent intereſt was certainly below the market, and there- 
fore it was reaſonable and fair, and thoſe who ſubſcribed to 


| the preſent loan had {thereby ſhewn, in the hour of public 


exigency, the greatelt zeal for their country and its intereſts, 
His lordſhip commented on the manner in which the duke 
had expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at ſeeing the names of ſeveral 


perſons of the firſt rank in that Houſe as ſubſcribers to the 


_ preſent loan, and ſaid, that in becoming ſo, they had cer- 
tainly added additional luſtre to their rank, in ſtanding for- 
ward at ſuch a moment, amonſt all orders and deſcriptions of 
perſons. Lord Grenville concluded by obferving, that he 
was amazed to hear ſuch doctrine as had been advanced 
about the rate of intereſt, and was ſurpriſed thoſe who had 
then thought it too high, had not come forward, and offered 


to ſupply the money at a more reaſonable and lower rate. 
As to the names which the noble duke had intended to move 


to have publiſhed, he ſhould have no objeCtion to ſuch a 
motion, for he was convinced the publication would redound 


much to their honour. 


The Duke of Norfolk ſald, that having made his motion 


from a thorough conviction of its propriety and of his own 
duty, he ſhould, notwithſtanding all that had fallen from 


the noble Secretary of State, perſiſt in it. He contended 
that the intereſt was too high, and was ſorry to find that 
perſons of the higheſt rank and ſtation in that Houſe had 


ſubſcribed to a loan, which ſanctioned and graſped at ſuch 


an intereſt, After the lamentable example which had been 
 dFen in the fate of the nobility and clergy of a neighbouring 
| 3 3 country 
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country, againſt whom the ſtrongeſt accuſation had been, that 


they had uſed their wealth and power to the injury of thoſe, 
for the purpoſe of whoſe proteQtion they were originally 
given, as the merited rewards of exalted worth, raiſed to 
rank by praiſe-worthy and dignified ambition : he was ſorry 


to ſee that perſons in ſimilar ſtations here had given the 
ſmalleſt ſhadow of idea, that dignified ambition might be- 
come the handmaid, and ſubſervient to titled avarice. As 


to the ſurprize of the noble Secretary of State, “ that thoſe 
who found fault with the intereſt being too high, did not 


come forward to furnith the money at a lower rate,” he had 
two anſwers to make —firſt, that there was no time for doing 
To; and ſecondly, if the obſervation of the noble Secretary 


was really ſerious, & that he believed not above two perſons in 


the kingdom were of the ſame opinion, as he was,” it would 
have been vain and nugatory, as no two men in the kingdom 
could pretend to advance ſuch a ſum between them as 


eighteen millions. 


The Duke of Bedford ſaid, that whatever degree of cenſure 
or blame might attach upon his noble friend in the opinion of 
the noble Secretary of State, for the motion which he had 
brought forward, he begged leave to put in for his ſhare of 
it, but he declared it would not ſet very heavy on their 
| ſhoulders. He beheld the loan exactly in the ſame point of 
view as his noble friend, and entertained the fame fentiments. 


with regard to the ſubſcribers ; and whatever the noble Se- 
cretary might ſay reſpecting the intereſt being below the 


price of the market, every one knew that if it was really below 
the price, it was ſo in a very trifling degree indeed. He 
ſhould therefore ſupport the motion of the noble duke. 


The queſtion being put, the motion was negatived without 


The Bill was read a third time and paſſed. 
Adjourned. | JED | 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

: Iuunspar, December 22. ; 
George Tierney, Eſq. took the oaths and his ſeat for the bo- 

rough of Southwark. 5 F 

Mr. Nicholls gave notice, that early after the holidays he 
ſhould move for leave to bring in a Bill to prevent perſons 


voting at elections of members to ſerve in parliament, by 
virtue of colluſive, fictitious, and transfers of burgage te- 
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To, he thought the Houſe could not do bet 

der what had been the effect of ſuch mildneſs; and 

found that the morals of the people were better ſince the in- 
| troduction of the mildneſs, they ought in policy, as well as 
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The Bill for regulating the trade and commerce of the 


Cape of Good Hope was read a ſecond time and ordered to 


be committed to a committee of the whole Houſe the next day 
Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the committee of 
Fand means. NE: 


The reſolutions were read a firſt time. A ſhort conver- 


ſation took place between Mr. Huſſey and Mr. Long, after 


which the reſolutions were read a ſecond time, agreed to, 


and bills were ordered to be brought in, in purſuance of 


them. | 1 . | „ 
Mr. Secretary Dundas moved for ſeveral papers and official | 


documents to be laid before the Houle relative to the military . 


c{tabliſhment in India -Ordere g. > 


The Tower Hamlet Militia Bill paſſed a committee of the 


whole Houſe, and the report was ordered to be received the 


next day. | | | | „„ 
Mr. Biddulph ſaid he ſnould make the motion of which he 


gave notice the preceding day, for the production of ſome 
papers relative to the eſtabliſhment of courts of judicature in 


India. This he conceived to be matter of general concern, 
as he thought that the mode of adminiſtering juſtice under 
the authority of this country in all parts of the globe, ought 
to be fully known and ſubmitted to the approbation of that 
Houſe. The motion which he held in his hand, was cal- 


culated for that object, and he ſhould be under the neceſſity 
of perſiſting in making it, unleſs the information which he 


ſhould receive from the Secretary of State, then in the Houſe, 


_thould anſwer the purpoſe without it. He underitood that 


that there are at preſent held in India courts of criminal 
juſtice, under the authority of our government, and in 
which Englith judges preſide. He underitood that in ſome. 
parts of India the criminal laws were made milder than they 


were formerly, and that in many cales the puniſhment of _ < 


death had not been inflicted for crimes which had been for- 
bidden under rhat penalty in former caſes. 


ter than to conſi- 


if they 


humanity, to make that mildneſs a general ſyſtem in that 
part of the globe; inflead of continuing the old and barba. 


rous ſyſtem of inflicting death for crimes which could be 
better prevented without it. With a view of la 
tant information before the Houſe upon a 


ying impor- 
ſubject ſo noo. | 


mg, and perhaps hereafter of making ſome regulations upon 


__ 


If the matter was 
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rt, he ſhould move, That there be laid before the Houſe co- 
pies, of extracts, of the correſpondence between the Coert 
of Directors of the Eaſt-India Company and the Governor- 
general of Fort William, Bahar, and Oriſſa, for eſtabliſhing 
courts of juſtice in India, and the directions which were 
given for procuring ſuch proceedings, &c.” 5 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that the honourable gentleman 
ho introduced this motion, alluded to the ſubject on a for- 
| mer night; he had obſerved that the Houſe of Commons 
|] could not be ſo well employed as in forming a code of crimi- 
nal laws for that country. If he had any idea of that kind 
| in his mind, he muſt obſerve to him, that of all the ſubjects 
1 on which that Houſe could be employed, the moſt pernici- 
i Gus on which they could exerciſe their authority, would be 
1 that of forming a code of criminal juriſdiction over our ter- WO 
ritories in India. The whole of the executive 8 | 1 
't there was ſubjeCt to a board of controul here, which boar * Uo 
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1 Was ſubject again to parliament; and if any thing improper 
"y _ was done, parliament would of courſe exerciſe its authority. 
| But he muſt enter his ſolemn proteſt againſt their taking up 
. the matter, and forming in that Houſe all at once, a code of 
1 criminal laws for that diſtant country. If the Houſe could 
Vii be raſh enough to enter upon ſuch a ſcheme, he could venture 
| to ſay they would ſoon find themſelves in a labyrinth, out 
ll of which it would be difficult, if not impoſſible for them to 
extricate themſelves. Codes of laws for a whole people 
were not to be foormed at once from notions of dry and ab- 
ſtract propriety; they ſhould be adapted to the feelings and 
the prejudices of thoſe on whom they were deſigned to ope- "Tl 
0 rate, and if the Houſe ſhould take ſuch matter into their 5 
Jiitſſcuſſton without great caution, they might perplex, en- Bax. 
| tangle, and perhaps deſtroy the government of India. The 
_ honourable gentleman, although he might have great ge- 
Neral knowledge, was however but a young member of par- 
lament. He ſhould be given to underſtand, that it was not 
2 practice of the Houſe to grant any papers which any mem- 
ber called for, merely becauſe he chuſed it; the Houle ge- 
_ nerally expected ſome ground to be ſtated of the propriety 
of granting papers, before they granted them. It would 
therefore be ſufhcient for him in refiſting this motion, to 
inſiſt that no ground had been laid before the Houſe to 
ſhew the neceſſity of theſe papers. Beſides this objection, 
there was another which the : honourable gentleman had 
perhaps overlooked ; it might be impoſſible to comply with 
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this motion. All thoſe who had occaſion to peruſe India 
| oY 8 documents 
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documents had been convinced that they do not write 
in a very laconic ſtyle. The whole of the correſpond- 
ence, which the honourable gentleman aſked for, might be ſo 
voluminous as to emppoy for a long time all the clerks of the 
India Company to copy them; and here again the expence 
of the meaſure offered itfelf to view, and that he would ven- 
ture to ſay would not be a mere trifle. There was, how- 
ever, one reaſon which made him very deſirous of complying 
as far as poſſible with the defire of the honourable gentleman 
for theſe papers; and that was, that the reſult would be 
highly honourable to Lord Cornwallis, who had made ſome 
regulations which were juſt, wiſe, and falutary. He had 
| aboliſhed the cuſtom of puniſhing thoſe who were guilty of 
murder only by a pecuniary fine. This was not making a 
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Fo | whole code of new laws, but regulating the puniſhment for 
3 * a particular crime, and that upon their own criminal ſyſtem. 
* HK It was not their praCtice only ; it was antecedently the prac- 


tice of all Europe, ariſing out of the nature of the feudal | 
ſyſtem, and in this country among the reſt, to puniſh thoſe _ | 
who had committed murder, only by a pecuniary fine. It 
had been a common practice in India for perſons of high au- 
| thority, to order an inferior agent to kill a perſon, and then to | 
pardon the perpetrator of the deed. This Lord Cornwallis | 
had aboliſhed. He had aboliſhed alſo another very impro- — 
per practice, which was that of allowing thoſe who were 
collectors of the revenue to be the judges of the caſes of 
thoſe who appealed againſt their levies. . Theſe were the | 
chief regulations of Lord Cornwallis, and they redounded 1 
highly to the honour of that illuſtrious character. He could _ | 
not fee how it was poſſible to comply with the motion in its 
preſent form, but if the honourable gentleman would with- 
draw his motion he would undertake upon his honour to 
produce all the papers which tended to lead to the object of 
his wiſhes as to the information upon the ſubject. Ee 
Mr. Biddulph ſaid, he would withdraw the preſent me- 
tion, but after Chriſtmas would bring forward another, in a 
W on * Feger it neceſſary to conſider thoſe 
aws which perſons had weakl vickedly taken upor 
themſelves oF ena. 7 yy Toe: 178 5 2 855 
The Chancellor . the Exchequer objefted to the motion 
being withdrawn, ecauſe he 7 rhed 8 exert his ey 
tary right of oppoſing it; and therefore deſired it might be 
2 the xa pn the Houfe thought with the hon. 
gentleman, that the criminal code in Indi N 
BT ey ee a code in India had been weakly 
| Mr, 
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Mr. Secretary Duz: das obſerved, that the charges of the 
honourable gentleman were not againſt the Court of Direc- 
tors only, but againſt the parliament of Great Britain, 
which had paſſed an act for forming a code to judge the na- 


tives of India according to European laws. 


Sir V. C. R. Boughton obſerved, that England had never 
inter{cred in the legiilation of N unleſs where commerce 
or revenue were connected. To prove how delicate they 
had been on the ſubject of criminal law, he referred to the 


reports of the committee of fecrecy in 1773, and the judica- 
tory report reſpecting India in 1781, From theſe it would 


appear, that there had been no ANTI in the Britiſh Pare 
lament on this head. 


Mr. Nicholls wiſhed that the motion ſhould be withdrawn. 


The queſtion was put and negatived. _ 
Mr. Biudulph gave notice he ſhould, carly after the holi- 


days, bring forward a motion to the ſame Sect: as this, al- 


though different in form. 


5 ws Hobart . up the report of the committee of 
ſupp 


f by: reſolutions were all ad and agreed to. 
Mr. Hobart then brought up the report of the Bill to pro- 


| vide, for the better payment of navy and victualling bills. 


"Ihe amendment being read, 

Mr. Huſſey ſaid he thought that articles for which theſe 
Bills were to be given, ſhould, if poſſible be paid for in ready 
money, If that could not be done, the beſt way would be 
to take care that theſe bills did not go for more than three 
months in reality. He knew they would be fo in appear- 
ance ; but in reallity they would be otherwiſe. If theſe Bills 


were iſſued immediately for the payment of the goods, all 
would be well: but he deſired to know whether diſcretion 


was not to be given to miniſters to iſſue bills, not im- 
mediately after the purchace of the articles for which they 


were to be given, but at a future period? If fo, the advan- 
 xages of making them payable in three months after their 


Muing would be a very vague one. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer obſerved, chat the ho- 
nourable gentleman had anticipated this. idea when the Bill 
was under conſideration in a former ſtage of it, when he 


gave it the only anſwer he was able to give to it now; which 


was, that in ſome caſes the Bills ſhould not iſſue untill three 


months after the contract ſhould have been made. The in- 
tention he believed to be well underſtood by the parties moſt 


likely to be intereſted, and he believed it would be ſatisſac- 


t would be, as it was 'uſual, 
tory | to them, and the payment » wo 
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made upon ſervices of that deſcription. The bills would not 
have more than three months to run, and there would be no 


paper in the market upon the Navy and Victualling ſervice 


| before theſe hills, ſo that there would be nothing to affect the 


diſcount. From all the information he had been able to col- 
lect, he had reaſon to be ſatisfied upon this ſubject. t.. 
Mr. Huey ſaid, he underſtood the right hon. gentleman 
now upon the ſubjeR, although he did not underſtand him 
on a former occaſion, and there were many other gentlemen 


in the ſame condition at that time, for they did not under- 


ſtand him. This bill had not his confent ſo underſtanding it; 


| becauſe he was perſuaded, that whatever might be the good 


intentions of the miniſter, they would be defeated in the 
market. He could not be able to buy the articles upon the 


lame advantageous terms as if he iſſued the bills immediately 
payable at three months, inſtead of iſſuing them three months 


aftewards. | 


The amendments were then read and agreed to, and the 
bill was ordered to be engroſſed, and read a third time the 


next day, if then engroſſed. ls 
ST pb Laws. 85 5 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he meant that 
day to renew a motion which he had made in the laſt par- 
lament, for leave to bring in a bill for the better ſupport and 


maintenance of the poor. He did not intend at preſent to go 


at length into any explanation of the bill, except there ſhould 


be gentlemen who might be deſirous in the preſent ſtage to 


be more particularly informed as te the details of the mea- 
ſure. He would only generally remark, tat the bill was d- 
rected to the ſame objects which he had laſt year ſtated, and 


which had then experienced the moſt decided approbation of 


the Houſe. The ſubject itſelf was ſo extenſive, that it could 


only be properly difcufſed at a more advanced ſtage, when 


the whole of the details were before the Houſe. At preſent 


he only propoſed, that the bill ſhould be read a firſt and ſe- 
cand time, that it might go into a committ2e, where the 
blanks would be ſilled up, and the bill printed before the ho- 
lidays, in order that during the interval of parliament it 
might be circulated in the country, and undergo the moſt 


ſerious and mature inveſtigation. He ſhould, therefore, at- 
preſent, move, „ That leave be given to bring in a bill for 


the better ſupport and maintenance of the poor.” — There 


was no ſubject which more deſeryed the attention of the 
Vor. I. 1796. 32 5 55 Houſe, 


* 4, 


| 
f 
| 
1 
1 
; 
j 


$38 WOODPALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. C Comnons, 


Houſe, or which required a more careful and deliberate 
conſideration. _ FOR, | 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he certainly agreed that there was no 
ſubject more deſerving of the attention of the Houſe, or 
which more demanded their moſt diligent and ſerious inveſ- 
tigation. He hoped, however, that the right hon. gentle- 


man would perſevere in maturing his ſyſtem, as he had ta- 


ken the ſubject out of the hands of an hon. friend of his 


(Mr. Whitbread), who would have proſecuted it, if not with 
equal ability, yet with equal zeal, and perhaps with a 
greater degree of induſtry. He wifhed that the right hon. 


gentleman had at leaſt entered into a ſhort explanation of the 

articulars of the plan which he propoſed to bring forward. 

hen he talked of the approbation given to the objects of 
the bill, he ought to have recollected that ſanction had been 
given in a former Parliament. He would, however, when 
the ſubject was brought forward in detail, pay it the cloſeſt 
attention, and he truſted that it would be attended with the 


utmoſt advantage to the claſs of the community for whoſe in- 


tereſts it was profeſſedly brought forward. 
Mrr Foliffe ſaid, that as the ſubject was of infinite import- 


ance, and required the moſt deliberate inveſtigation, he hoped 
that the bill would not be brought into a committee, previ- 


ous to the Chriſtmas receſs. 


The Ghancellor of the Exchequer, in reply to Mr. Sheridan, 


ſaid that he certainly had not taken the motion out of the 
hands of the hon. member alluded to, becauſe his motion 


was of a different nature. The object of that hon. gentle- 


man's motion was to interfere with the price of labour, and 


fix the minimum of wages, and it had been a long eſtabliſhed 


and well founded principle, that it was extremely impolitic 


to controul the reward of labour by any poſitive law. The 


preſent plan was fo far different, that although indeed it bore 


a reference to the ſame ſubject, it proceeded upon a larger 


ſcale, and impoſed no arbitrary regulation upon the price of 


labour, which would very prudently be left to find its own 
level. In regard to the diligence with which the hon. gen- 


tleman might have proſecuted the plan, he had only to fay, 


that it was very poſſible he might have proceeded with leſs 


interruption, but certainly not with more zeal. For his own 
part, he was free te declare, that he had not neglected the 
ſubject ſince he firſt undertook it; to the truth of which de- 
claration he could bring many gentlemen to bear witneſs. 
He had ſome proof, however, of his perſeverance in the pa- 
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der which he held in his hand, for that paper contained the 
heads of the bill as he had ſtated them to the laſt Parliament; 


it was printed about that time, and had been circulated _ 


throughout the kingdom among ſuch gentlemen as were able, 
either from their information on the ſubject, from enquiry, 


or from their local knowledge to furniſh him with the ad- 


vantage of their documents, and ſuch intelligence as they 


were able to collect in the interval from others. If he were 
to acknowledge that he had not been diligent during the long 


interval which had elapſed, he ought to do it with ſhame, 
becauſe he had always conſidered the ſubject as one of the 


moſt important that could ever occupy a man's attention, 


and one that ought not to depend upon the opinions or the 


information of one perſon only, but upon the general know- 


ledge and inveſtigation of all who choſe to make 1t matter of 


enquiry. For theſe reaſons he choſe to reſerve his explana- 
tion until gentlemen by reading the bill, and deliberating 
upon it, ſhould be better qualified to judge of its advantages, 
and follow him through the details. In addition to the 
ſpeeches which he was willing to make, though he regretted _ 
the obtruſion of himſelf ſo often, and ſo long upon the times 
and patience of the Houſe, he thought it particularly hard 
that gentlemen ſhould preſs him for ſpeeches which he did 
not with to make, eſpecially when thoſe gentlemen were in 
the habit of complaining of his arguments. But as he had faid 
before, the reaſon why he did not enter into any detail at 
preſent, was becauſe he wiſhed to give gentlemen every poſ- 
fible advantage, and becauſe the explanation would be full 


as well hereafter, if not better, than it could be then. He 
could not therefore think that he had acted unfairly, by ab- 


taining from any ſuperfluous expreſſions, while it was his 
moſt earneſt deſire to give every gentleman an opportunity of 


deliberately and maturely examining his plan, in order to 


enable them ts diſcuſs its merits with more clearneſs and 


preciſion. 


Mr. Sheridan reminded the right hon. gentleman that the 
bill which his hon. friend (Mr, Whitbread) moved for leave 
to bring in, referred not to a detached meaſure which he 
had in view, but was a part of an extenſive plan which he 
ew had in agitation, if the Houſe had permitted him to pro- 
lecute it. | Wop . . 


Mr. Martin expreſſed his ſatisfaction at ſinding the Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer in earneſt in the buſineſs, and he had 


no doubt that a plan formed by his great abilities, with the 


benevolent 


540 WOCDFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. fFConmons, 


benevolent deſign of granting relief to the labouring poor, 
would meet the unanimous ſupport of the Houſe. | 


SUPPLEMENTAL MILITIA. _ | 
The report of the amended bill for augmenting the militia 
was taken into farther conſideration, and the different amend- 
ments were agreed to by the Houſe. 1 | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up a clauſe, pro- 
viding that no perſon who ſhall be ballotted for the ſupple- 


mental militia, ſhall be liable to ſerve in the regular militia, 


Which was agreed to. © 
Mr. Wilberforce brought up a clauſe, providing that the 
words, „I ſwear that I am a proteſtant,” ſhall be eraſed 
from the form of oath adminiſtered to thoſe who ſhall be bal- 
lotted to ſerve in the ſupplemental militia. . 
Mr. Sheridan obſerved, that the hint had been taken from 
him, though when he made a propoſition to this effect it 


was ſaid to be ill-timed, becauſe it came from that ſide of 


the Houſe 3 but now it appeared to come with a peculiar 
good grace from the other ſide, ſince the honourable gentle- 
man had adopted it, for it was received without any oppo- 
tion. He merely mentioned this to mark the difference of 
options which the right honourable gentleman oppoſite 
entertained upon the fame ſubject according to the quarter 
from whence it came. He wiſhed to know whether the 
catholics were balloted for? He underſtood their names were 
not in the hits, and ſince his hints at any rate produced the 
effect he wiſhed for, he ſhould now renew the notice he 
had formerly given, of bringing forward, after the receſs, a 
general ſcheme on the ſame principle. | 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he had given no o- 


pinion before upon the general propriety of the honourable 
gentleman's propoſition; he had only wiſhed him to deer 
the conſideration of. it till there ſhould be an opportunity for 
diſcuſſing it at more leifure. His honourable friend (Mr. 
Wilberforce ) had availed himſelf of that opportunity; 
but ſtill the honourable gentleman oppoſite was not likely 
to know whether he would oppoſe the introduction of the 
clauſe or not, becauſe the motion had been made ſo recent- 
1y. He did, however, mean to conſent to the introduction 
of the clauſe, and he would candidly tell the honourable 


- 


gentleman why. His reaſon for conſenting to the introduc- 


tion of the clauſe now was, becauſe he thought it a practi- 
cal hardſhip upon thoſe perſons who, on account of their 


religious tenets, would be otherwiſe denied the choice ef 
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ſerving, if they wiſhed to do ſo, and muſt be conſequentl 

forced to pay for the provifion of a ſubſtitute. This Was the 
beſt proof alſo that the catholics were balloted for ſince they 
could not elſe be made to pay; and in regard to the declara- 
tion of the honourable gentleman that the hints had been ta- 


ken from him, he could hardly ſuppoſe that that would be 
imputed to him as a matter of blame, when the honourable _ 


gentleman ſo repeatedly complained of the total diſcomfiture 


of the ſuggeſtions from that ſide of the Houſe. It was now 


pretty evident he thought, that whenever thoſe ſuggeſtions 


appeared practicable, and likely to produce a good effect, | 


that he was always ready to acquieſſe. ED 
The clauſe was then read, and made part of the Bill. 
Mr. Burdon moved for leave to introduce a clauſe for the 
payment of 41. to every volunteer from the poor rates. 
The Speaker informed the Houſe that as this was a money 
_ clauſe with a ſpecfic ſum, the whole Bill mult be recommit- 
ted on its introduction; or if the ſpecific ſum were left out 


the clauſe muſt be committed. He therefore ſuggeſted, 
whether the better mode would not be to leave a blank in 


the clauſe, and have the clauſe committed on the third read- 
ing of the Bill. e Eon e 
I. he clauſe of the Chancellor of the Exchequer was agreed 
to, and the Eill was ordered to be read a third time the next 
day, if then engroſſed. „ 


A meſſage was received from the Lords, acquainting the 
Houſe that their Lordſhips had agreed to the loan Bill with- 


out an amendment. 


| 35 INLAND NAVIGATION DUTY, | | 
Mr. Sheridan wiſhed to aſk the right honourable gentle. 
man one queſtion ; ſince he had taken the hint from him re- 
ſpecting the 1mpropriety and impracticability of the tax on 


gamekeepers, which he underſtood was now altogether aban- 
doned, he wiſhed to know whether the right honourable 
_ gentleman meant to perſevere in the tax on inland navigation 


as many perſons had made enquiries upon that ſubject? By 
poſtponing the commitment of that Bill to February, he 


truſted the right honourable gentleman had profited from 


his hint on that ſubject alſo, for ke believed the proſecution 


of it would be ſevere, partial and oppreſſive, if not wholly 


impracticable. He defired to know, however, whether it 
was given up or not? _ o 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſai 


whatever of the propriety of a tax 


id, that he had no doubt 
upon inland navigation, 


any 
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and that was his motive for impoſing it. If his optnion 
were erroneous, he thould have no difficulty to change it on 


conviction; but it required more conhderation to convince _ 


him of the impropriety: and for what reaſon, he truſted 


that the honourable gentleman would admit the effect of the 


delay to be fair and juſt. At preſent, he ſaw no reaſon for 
abandoning the Bill, and only wiſhed the interval to be em- 
ployed in its diſcuſſion. He ſhould therefore be glad if the 


accurate, critical talents of the honourable gentleman would 
aſſiſt him to make the tax more practicable and more perma- 


nent. 
The report of the committee on the amended Cavalry Bill 


was taken into farther conſideration, and the different amend- f 


ments agreed to by the Houſe. 

Mr. Willerforce brought up a clauſe for amending t the 
words of the oath, ſimilar to that which he propoſed upon 
the former Bill, which was adopted. 

The Bill was ordered to be read a third time the next day, 
if then engroſſed. 'The County Quota Bill was reported, 


and ordered to be read a third time the next day. The 


other orders of the day AY — of, the Houſe adjour- 
ned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
' FRIDAY, Dec. 23. 


The Royal Aſſent was given by commiſſion to the Loan 
Bill, the 'Teſt Act Indemnity bill, the bill permitting the 
importation of foreign goods in certain caſes in neutral bot- 
toms, and ſeveral private bills. — The Commiſſioners were 


the Lord Chancellor, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 


_ Earl Spencer. 


Read the bills on the table and adjourned. 


| HOUSE OP COMMONS. 
| FriDay, December 23. 


The Speaker, accompanied by ſeveral members of the 
Houſe, attended in the Houſe of Lords to hear the Royal 
Aſſent by Commiſſion read. 

The bill for regulating the nl to the "; Re of Good 
Hope, paſſed through a committee of the whole Houſe, and 


che report was received. 


1 


9 33 
TPTA <7 "0 
eee e,, nr 

— — : N : - 
. n 
- * £5 4 4 


Et 
KEE 4 0 
FOE 


oe OE 


n * 7 
* 22 n 3 * TN "OY 5 CEE ES TS 4 * 


«£ : 
+ „ 2 


* + hs ED 9 
p22 OK ATE” 0 ᷣ Laratd 0 be Le 
HAS ES an OBE NE 


A 
. ke: —_ . = 
2 _ RS 


DI N N 
23 X54 
PPP. IS ED l 
BOY — * . 
8 pen. — . 
* r 8 


bre. 23. ] WOODFALL PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS „ 


In a committee of fupply, : 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that a ſum nos 
exceeding 600,000. be granted to his Majeſty for the ac- 
commodation of the merchants trading to the iſlands of Gre- 
nada and St. Vincent. Reſolved. e 
Alſo, that there be granted to his Majeſty a ſum not ex- 
ceeding 1, O54, oool. to enable his Majeſty to repay the ſums 
that have been iſſued by the Bank for the publick ſervice of 
1795. Reſolved. | | 1 . 
Mr. Steele moved, that there be granted to his Majeſty a 
ſum, not exceeding 177,000l. for defraying the expence of 
the pay and clothing of the militia in 1795. Reſolved. _ 
Ihe Houſe being reſumed, the committee of ways and 
means was deferred till Monday. TY . 
1 The bill for the more ſpeedy payment of Navy, Victualling, 
14 and Tranſport bills, that may be iſſued in future, was read a 
SD third time and paſſed. i l 
The amended Supplemental Militia bill, was read 2 
third time. . „ | 
Mr. Z«iffe entered his proteſt againſt the paſſing of the 
bill, as being impoſlible to be executed, and admitting the 
pollibility of putting it in execution, as extremely dangerous 
in its tendency. | Rs , 3 
The bill was paſſed. _ | 5 | 
The amended cavalry bill was read a third time. ; 
Mr. Alderman Liſbington wiſhed that the bill ſhould not 
be paſſed till the next day, when he meant to propoſe 2 
clauſe to exempt poſtmaſters who let out horſes for hire, from 
the operation of the bill, becauſe they paid ſuch heavy taxes 
already to Government. N 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that he had no 
objection to poſtpone the paſling of the bill, but he was by 
no means clear that poſtmaſters thould be exempted from its 
operation, conſidering it to be as fair that it ſhould fall upon 
thoſe who kept horſes for profit, as u pon thoſe who kept hore” 
ſes for convenience. rp F 
8 A number of clauſes were brought up by way of riders to 
ms the 7 and the 8 the laſt e eee ell he 
"3 next day, to give Mr. Luſhington an opportuni | 
ring 3 | 28 Oy PP na of prepa- 
The third reading of the Count | 11 > 
all the net day.” 8 Y Quota bill was deferred 
Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


SATURDAY, Dec. 24. 


The ſeveral Tax Bills upon their Lordſhips table paſſed 
Committees of the whole Houſe, and will be read a third 
time on Monday. 5 

Received ſeveral Bills from the Commons, which were 


read a firſt time. ES nn Ng. 
The Earl of Moira ſaid, he had preſented to their Lord- 


ſhips ſeveral petitions on behalf of unfortunate debtors. con- 


fined for debt in different priſons in the kingdom. He had 
many more to preſent. He was convinced that juſtice and 


policy would require that their Lordſhips ſhould take the 


ſubject matter of theſe petitions in ſubſtance into conſidera- 
tion. He ſhould only now move, „“ that the petitions he had 
to preſent be read pr fra, giving notice that early after the 


holidays he ſhould have a propoſition” to make to their Lord- 
ſhips upon the matter. He was aware there was much abuſe 
ol the law of debtor and creditor; but he did not take the 
whole of his ideas upon that ſubject from the mere allega- 


tions in theſe petitions, nor from the particular hardſhips of 


any individual caſe, although he might allude to the hardſhips 
of individual caſes, to illuſtrate the general principle which 


he thought ought to guide the Houſe ultimately upon the ſub- 


ject. The Earl concluded with moving, that the ſeveral pe- 


titons which he had to prefent from the debtors of the King's 
Bench, and a great number of other priſons, be read, for the 


_ purpoſe he had already mentioned. 
They were all read accordingly, and ordered to be laid on 


their Lordſhips table. 

Lord Grenville then ſaid, that perhaps it was not, ſpeaking 
ſtrictly, quite regular for him to do that which he was about 
doing, namely, to inform their Lordſhips, that it was very 


probable he ſhould be commanded by his Majeſty to deliver, 


on Monday next, a meflage to their Lordſhips, on the ſudden 


and abrupt termination of the negociation, between 
his majeſty and the Directory of the French Republick : but 
the ſpecial circumſtances of the caſe required it, and that 


would excuſe the irregularity. He therefore gave notice, that 
on Monday he ſhould deliver a meſſage from the Throne, 
on that important ſubject. Tb | | 


Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
= | 8 SATURDAY, December 24. 
The Bill for the regulation of the Militia in the Towey | 
Hamlet, and the Bill for excepting the Cape of Good Hope 
from the navigation laws, were read a third time and 
paſſed. „„ 8 V 
The explanatory Supplementary Cavalry Bill, and the Coun- 
ty Quota Bill, after receiving ſeveral clauſes, which were 
made part of the Bills, were read a third time, with their 
amendments, and paſſed. F * 
Ihe Grenada Bill was ordered to be reported on Mon- 
day. | =” | | — ; 
e ordered of returns from General Abererombie, 
5 and of recruits ſent to India. FF 
4 Report of the Reſolutions of the Committee of Supply of 
— | Friday, was brought up and agreed to. „ 
1  Marybone Burying Ground, and Afticott Incloſure peti- 
EW ons, reported, and bills ordered. „ 


N 


TREASONABLE AND SEDITIOUS MEETINGS BILLS, 
| General Tarleton roſe and ſaid, Sir, I am authoriſed by a 
tight honourable 8 (Mr. Fox), who is gone out ok 
ton, to move in his abſence, that the motion which he had 
given notice to bring forward in the month of February next, 
may be poſtponed for a few days. When the right hotiour- 
able gentleman gave the notice of the motion he interided.to_ 
$24 journ for the Chriſtmas receſs to the 8th or gth of February 
[ next; but ſince the Houſe has of neceſſity beth detained 
longer before its adjournment than was formerly expected, it 

is poſfible that the receſs may alſo be continued to 4 

later period, by which means the early effect of the motion of 

my right honourable friend would be precluded. I there- 

fore beg leave to give notice, that the motion for the repeat 
3 of the Bills enacted for the better ſecurity of his Majeſty's 
IR, perſon and government, and for the preventioſ of treaſonable 
6 and ſeditious meetings will be transferred from the 1 3th of 
= February to the 2oth of the ſame month — 

. NEGOCFA&TION' FOR PEACE. 7 j 
The Chancellor of the Exthequer ſaid; no reaſotihas ob fre! 
to me, Sir, why the receſs fhould be continued later that thee 1 
Vox. I. 1796. — =: 
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time already fixed for the re-meeting of parhament, which, 
as the honourable general has correctly underſtood, will be 
about the 8th or gth of February next; and therefore I con- 
ceive that there will be abundance of time for the right hon- 


ourable gentleman either to bring forward the motion of 
which.he has already given notice, or to poſtpone the notice 
to a day that may be more convenient. In the mean time, 


Sir, permit me to avail myſelf of this opportunity to give an 
intimation to the Houſe that I ſhall probably bring down a 
communication from his Majeſty on Monday relative to an 


event, which has turned out contrary to the expectation of his 


_ Majeſty's miniſters and the general wiſh of the community. 


The Houſe will have no difficulty in anticipating that I allude 


to the failure of the negociation with the enemy entruſted to 


Lord Malmeſbury ; but here I muſt requeſt the Houſe not to 


anticipate the contents of his Majeſty's communication, as it 
will be accompanied with a multiplicity of very important 
papers which the Houſe will be able to diſcuſs with more ad- 
vantage if thoſe papers be previouſly printed. For thefe rea- 
| ſons the Houſe, I truft, will deem it proper to poſtpone the 
_ conſideration of his Majeſty's meſſage to a period beyond the 
_ uſual time allotted for taking meſſages from the Throne into 
conſideration. I regret exceedingly that the ſuddnneſs of this 


unexpected event ſhould have occurred at a time when the 


nature of circumſtances will not allow of a full attendance z 


but in order to procure as full an attendance as poſſible, and 


in order alſo to aſſiſt gentlemen with the ableſt means of 
diſcuſſmg the ſubject of the meſſage, I mean to lay the 
communication before the Houſe, and to ground no other. 
motion at that time upon it than to have the papers printed, 
and move that they be taken into conſideration on the Thurſ- 
day following. That is the day when the Houſe will proba- 
bly think fit to enter into the diſcuſſion of the failure 
of the negociation; but that, however, is a ſubject 
for the future conſideration of the Houſe. At all events J 


think the meſſage from his. Majeſty may be expected on Mon- 


day, and that it will not be taken into conſideration earlier 
than Thurſday. . - - 7 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, Mr. Speaker, The right honourable | 


gentleman fays, that he regrets exccedingly that he hall 


not have a full attendance to take this very important buſineſs 


into conſideration on Monday, and I think with him fo far 
that the failure of the negociation is of ſuck importance, that 
without a full attendance it ought. not to be taken into 
conſideration at all. It appears indiſpenſibly neceſſary n 
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Juform the Houſe of the cauſes of the failure in the ne- 


that might be conſtrued into an appearance of anticipating | 
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gociation to which the right honourable gentleman has 


alluded, and unleſs ſome hint ſhould be thrown out by his 
Majeſty's miniſters of the nature of the failure, ſo as to leave 


the minds of gentlemen eaſy about it, I think it will be httle 
ſatisfaction to the Houſe, and {till leſs to the publick, to ad- 
Journ as if no ſuch event had taken place. It would be 
too much for me, Sir, to aſſume that every thing has 


been done on the part of his Majeſty's miniſters to prevent. 
the carrying the negociation into effect, but it is certain- 
ly reaſonable for me to aſſume that the ſufficiency of the 


meaſures employed for that purpoſe admit of ſome doubt and 
apprehenſion, and doing ſo become fit matter of diſcuſſion. 
It will not be decorous therefore, nor conſiſt with the duties 


of the Houſe, to ſeparate with as little concern as if no 


ſuch event had happened, as the total failure of a negocia- 


tion, on which our hopes, our happineſs, our lives, our laws, 
our liberty, and property depended.  - For theſe reaſons it is 


my intention, Sir, to make a motion for a call of the 
Houſe on Monday next. | | | | 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer in reply ſaid, as to the queſ-_ 
tion, Sir, whether a call of the Houſe may be neceſſary for 
the full diſcuſſion of his Majeſty's meſſage or not, it appears 
in a great degree to depend upon the light in which the 
honourable gentleman may be pleaſed to view it. The na- 
ture of the circumſtance, however does not appear to me, 
Sir, ſuch as cannot well be underſtood by the Houſe at 
preſent, without the aid of ſome communication, and fince 


there is at preſent no communication of an authoritative 
and fatisfactory nature, I cannot decide on the reſult; but fo 


far I muſt fay, that I ſee no neceſſity whatever for ſuperſeding 
the adjournment. In the mean time, I muſt confeſs I think 


it wrong in the hon. gentleman to throw out any conjecture or 
ſurmiſe upon the iſſue of the event in queſtion, ſince no fort.of 
obſervation ſhould, in my opinion, be hazarded upon it until 
His Majeſty's communication ſhall have been received. I 
hope therefore that nothing will be preſſed upon the ſubject 


of the papers relating to the cauſes of the failure, or to 


the nature of the negociation, untill his majeſty's meſfage 


comes before the Houſe, becauſe it would not only be irre- 


gular, but imprudent in me to ſtate any thing to the Houſe 


his majcſty, and thereby ſhewing diſreſpect. 

| . V | Pect. When th - 

pers come before the Houle; it will be time to decide —— 

it. Gentlemen will then have an opportunity of diſcuffing 
6 — the 
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the propriety of the meaſures which have been adopted, and 
| which led to the failure of the ne ociation, and they will 


then be better able alſo to judge what opinion ought to be 
formed of the conduct of his Majeſty's miniſters concerning 
the plans they have purſued, 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, In my opinion Sir, ſomething mull | inter- 
fere to prevent our ſeparation in the uſual mode. I do not 
ſee why the right honourable gentleman ſhould not accede 
to my propoſition, but ſince he deſires it, I will not preſs 
the call of the Houſe till Monday. 

The bill for affording relief to the merchants of Grenada 


was committed, and the report ordered to made on Monday. 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, Mr. Speaker, as I am informed the right 
honourable gentleman does not mean to move any thing on 
reſenting the communication, and as I am ready to admit 
5 we can have a fuller view of the ſubject with the printed 


papers in our hands, I ſhall defer my motion for che call of 


the Houſe till W. 1 


: HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Moxpav, Dec. 26. 


The Dule of Athol took his ſeat. 
Lord Grenville brought down a meſſage 155 the King, 


5 which was as follows: 


GEORGE R. | 
it! is with the utmoſt concern that his Majeſty acquaints the Houſe of Lords, 
chat his earneſt endeavours to effect the reſtoration of peace have been unhappily 


_ fruſtrated, and that the negotiation, in which he was engaged, has been abruptly 


broke n off by t e peremptory refuſal oft he French Government to treat, exce; t 
upon a baſis evidently inadmiffible, and by their having in 28 87 required 


bis Majeſty's. Plenipotentiary to quit Paris within 48 hours. 


His Majeſty has directed the ſeveral memorials and papers which aww been ex- 


| changed i in the courſe of the late diſcuſſion, and the account tranſmitted to his : 


Majeſty of its final reſult, to be laid before the Houſe, 
From theſe papers his Majeſty truſts, it will be proved to the whole 151 rhat 


is conduct has been guided by a ſincere deſire to effect the reſtoration of peace on 
principles ſuited to the relative ſituation of the Belligerent powers, and eſſential 
for the permanent intereſts of this kingdom, and the general fecurity of Europe: 
Wuhilſt h's enemies have advanced pretenſions at once inconſiſtent with thoſe ob- 
jects, unſupported even on the grounds on which they were profeſſed to reſt, and 
xepugnant both to the ſyſtem eſtabliſhed by repeated treaties, and to the prin» 


ciples and practice which have map regulated e of independent 
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defer the diſcuſſion till this day ſe'nnight? 
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In th's ſituation, his Majeſty has the conſolation of reflecting, that the con» 


. . OY 8 N 
tinuance of the calamities of war gan be imputed only to the uny uſt and exorbitant 


views of his enemies; and his Majeſty, looking forward wirh anxiety to the mo- 


ment when they may be difpoſed to act on different principles, places in the 


mean time the fulleſt reliance, under the protection of Providence, on the wiſdom 
and firmneſs of his parliament, on the tried valour of his forces by ſea and 


land, and on the zeal, public ſpirit, and reſources of his kingdoms, for vigorous 


and effectual ſupport in the proſecution of a canteſt, which it does not depend on 
his Majeſty to terminate, and which involves in it the ſecurity and permanent 
intereſts of this country, and of Europe. 5 1 | 


'The meſſage being read, 


Lord Grenville ſaid, that he had no obſervations to make 
upon the, preſent occaſion. He had only to acquaint the Houle, 
that the papers referred to in his Majeſty's meſſage were now 
preparing, and he hoped to be able to lay them on the table 

the next day. In the mean time he moved, „ That his Ma- 
jeſty's meſſage be taken inta conſideration on Thurſday 


next. TI 


The Duke of Bedford diſavowed any the ſmalleſt intention 
of going into a diſcuſſion of his Majeſty's meſlage at preſent, 
| becauſe he was not in poſſeſſion of the neceſſary information, 

and likewiſe, becauſe they would have an opportunity of 
diſcuſſing it regularly on a future day. But he ſubmitted to 
the noble Secretary, whether upon a queſtion of ſo much 
importance, and a queſtion of greater importance could not 


well be conceived, it would not be deſirable to have as full 


an attendance as poſhble, and as this could not be expected 
proper to 


ſo early as Thurſday, whether it would not be 


Lord Grenv!lle ſaid in reply, that he was as much con 


parliament ſhould expreſs an early and decided opinion upon 


on of them might then 


and 


vin⸗ 
ced of the importance of the ſubject as the, noble Duke, 


or any Lord in the Houſe. He was alſo extremely anxious 
that there ſhould be a full attendance, but the queſtion lar 
in a very narrow compaſs, and would turn upon a. ſingle 

point; beſides he conſidered it of ſuch infinite moment that 


the buſineſs, that he could not at preſent conſent to defer the 

diſcuſhon longer than Thurſday. He had no doubt that 
when the papers came to be examined, many of which were 
already perfectly well known, their Lordſhips would have 


little difficulty in coming to a deciſion, but if it ſhould turn . 
out etherwiſe, the farther conſiderati 0 
be adjourned to a future day. | 


The Duke of Bedford declared that he had no motive in 
wiſhing tor the delay but that of procuring a full attenda 


nce, 


— U—ä k — uf 


L[Lox ps. 
and a fair diſcuſſion of a ſubject of fo great magnitude as 
that to which his Majeſty's meſſage referred. 

confideration of it took place on Thurſday, he did not fee 
how this was poſſible, as a great number of the Lords, in 
the idea that there would be no publick buſineſs before the 
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Holidays, had gone out of town, and except exprefles were 
to be tent after them all over the country, they could not be 
expected to be preſent on fo early a day. He had no objec- 


tions, for the fake of form, to addreſs his Majeſty, immedi- 
ately.or the next day, but he hoped that a deciſion upon a 


queſtion of ſo much national importance as that which was 


involved in the hiſtory of the negociation, would not be 
paſſed without full and mature deliberation. At all events 
he truſted that if there was not a full attendance on Thurfday 
that the diſcuſſion would then be put off. 


Lord Grenville explained. Such was his opinion of the 


importance of parliament coming to an early deciſion upon 
the ſubject, that he was not aware of any poſſible confidera- 
tion which could induce him to agree to poſtpone the conli- 
deration of his Majeſty's meffage later than Thurſday. 
The Duke of Bedford profeſſed to have had no intention of 
miſconſtruing any thing that fell from the noble Secretary. 


And now that the noble Secretary had explicitly declared his 


ſentiments, his Grace {aid that he would not conceal his 


opinion, that there were no circumſtances which could juſtify | 


the taking of his Majeſty's meſfage into confideration on ſo 
early a day. It was for their Lordſhips to decide, whether 
they were to paſs"over fo important a ſubject with a filent vote, 
or whether they were to inveſtigate it with that impartiality, 
and at the ſame time with that ſeverity, which became them 
as a branch of the Britiſh legiſlature. He moved that 
. Inſtead of 'Thurſday the word Monday next ſhall be ſubſti- 
tute: 5 5 e . 5 

The queſtion being put upon the Duke of Bedford's 
amendment, it was negatived without a diviſion. 

The original motion was then put and carried. 


The Bills upon the table paſſed through their ſeveral 


* 


tages, alter which the Houſe adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. | 
.___ Moxpar, Dec. 26. 


_ Mr. Bright's Divorce Bill paſſed a committee of the he 


Houſe. © RON 
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Mr. William Dundas preſented a petition from Alexander 
Morris, ſtating that the petitioner had been adjudged guilty 


of diſobedience to the order of the Houſe, whereupon he 
was apprehended and committed to Newgate, and had re- 


mained there ever ſince, whereby his health was much im- 
paired and his affairs were deranged ; allo ſttating his forrow 
what had happened, and praying to be releaſed ſrom his 
for confinement. _ 5 „ 
The petition being read, | LO 9 
Mr. IWilliam Dundas ſaid, he hoped that in confideration 


of the circumſtances ſtated in the petition, the prayer of it was 


not a preſumptuous appeal to the mercy of the Houſe, he 
therefore moved, „ That Alexander Morris be brought to 
the bar of the Houſe the next day, in order to be diſcharged.” 


Mr. Grey ſaid, that from the circumſtances of the caſe he 
had no objection to this motion. He hoped that in future 
no perion would be diſobedient to the orders of that Houſe. 
He had given notice of a motion to order the attendance 

of other perſons, whoſe conduct it was much more material 
for the Houſe to inveſtigate, than that of the preſent petiti- 
oner; he meant thoſe who had adviſed him to diſobey the 
Orders of the committee. But he did not know where theſe 


perſons now are, and he did not wiſh to purſue them vine 


dictively; he hoped that all the circumſtances that had at- 
tended this caſe, were ſuch as to make a proper impreſſion, 


ſo tha t theleaity of the Houſe might be extended to this peti 
tioner, without purſuing the matter any further. 5 
The queſtion was put and carried. | 


A meſſage from the Lords, informed the Houſe, that their 


Lordſhips had agreed to the Auction, the Poſtage, the Stage 


Coach, and the Scotch Diſtillery new Dut 
any amendment. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas brought from his Majeſty, a meſſage 


which was the ſame in ſubſtance as that delivered to the Houſe 


of Lords by Lord Grenville. . | 


Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that when notice was given D 
in the Houſe by his right honourable friend, of an intention 
e that it 
was intended to lay before the Houſe at che n une Ne 5 
various papers which related to the ſubject; but on further 
conſideration of the matter, it was deemed adviſeable that | 
they ſhould be preſented to the Houſe the next day 4 this, 


in his Majeſty to ſend to the Houſe a meſſa 


inſtead of retarding the conſideration of the ſubject, would 


very much facilitate it; they had been arranged in ſuch a 
Hauner, that a mare general acceſs would be had to them by 


theſe 


y Bills, without 


. 
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theſe means, than if they had been laid upon the table then, 
It was adviſeable that time ſhould be taken to peruſe and ex- 
amine theſe documents, and therefore he ſhould move, 


« That his Majeſty's gracious meſſage be taken into couſi- 
deration on Thurſday next.” | SE 


Mr. Grey faid, he did not rife to anticipate the length of 


diſcuffion which this meflage would require, but as the right 
honourable gentleman had propoſed to take it into conſidera- 
tion on Thurſday, he would ſuggeſt to him, that ſeeing the 
great importance of the ſubject, at a time when there was fo 
Uttle expectation of it, and when parliament was about to 
adjourn, whether it would not be better to allow a little fur- 
ther time than T hurſday. Undoubtedly every member of 
Parliament ought to attend his duty at all times, and yet 


there ought to be allowed ſome relaxation of that duty; un- 
der that idea many members had gone into the country, not 


Having any apprehenſion that ſuch important concerns would 
come before the Houſe at this period. They had not ima- 


ined that the negociation would have come to fo ſudden and 


ee concluſion, as had been announced that day 
| Majeſty. He therefore hoped that his Majefty's 
_ miniſters would conſent to a ſhort delay in the time for con- 
fidering this momentous affair. Not that he had hopes a 
| ſhort time would procure a full attendance in the Houſe, 
| but it ſhould be ſuch as to enable members to come up from 
parts that were not very diſtant, ſo as to have a fuller atten- 
dance than could be expected on Thurſday. A few days delay 
would afford to the Houſe very conſiderable advantage. He 
ſhould therefore propoſe, that the conſideration of this meſ- 
fage ſhould be poſtponed to Monday. Little or no difad» , 
vantage could arife by that ſhort delay. He meant nothing- 


diſreſpectful to his Majeſty in what he was propoſing, but 


he really felt that it was neceſſary to allow the time he aſked 


to cohlidet this matter. When the right honourable gen- 


tleman gave notice of the meſſage which they had heard, he 
ſtated that the papers which were referred to would accom- 

pany that meſſage, and which, he ſaid, would contain proof 
that: miniſters had done every thing in their power to pro- 
cure peace, and that the breaking off the negociation, as 


now ſtated from his Majeſty, was owing, to the unreaſona- 


ble ambition of the Directory of France. Theſe papers 


might have been printed between that time and this, and de- 


fvered to the members at the door of the Houſe ; becauſe, 


in fuch a caſe, it would not be neceſſary to wait for the for- 
mal order of the Houſe, that they be printed. They fhould 


have 
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have been brought to the Houſe that day at all events, and 


they miglit have been read by the Clerk at the table. So that 
al:ough they might have been of an extenſive nature, the 
members preſent might have ſome information of their con- 
tents. This was perhaps more important than any thing 
that ever occurred in that Houſe, and therefore ought to be 


moſt deliberately conſidered. He might perhaps call this a 


renewal of war; certainly a continuance of war, involving 
a dreadful waſte of blood and treaſure. Under a feeling of 
its importance, the neceſſity of having time to deliberate 


upon it, and for other reatons, he ſhould move an amend- 


ment, by leaving out the word « Thurſday,“ and mierting 


„Monday next.“ 


The amendment being put, Zh FEES | | 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid it was impoſſible for him to 


concur in the propoſed amendment. He agreed that there 


ſhould be a relaxation from the duties of that Houſe, but 
the ſame reaſon which would induce the Houſe to grant 
it, led them to wiſh that gentlemen ſhould not be unneceſſa- 
rily detained. He ſhould, however, put that out of view 
upon the preſent occaſion, becauſe points more preſſing were 


before the Houſe : It was very ſeldom indeed that a meſſage 


from his Majeſty had been delayed in its conſideration more 
than a day; it was uſual to give it precedence of all other 


buſineſs, and to conſider it the next day after it was received. 
Since ſuch was the practice, he was confilent the Houſe 
would not delay this matter for a ſingle hour more than was 


indiſpenſably neceſſary. N 
The hon. gentleman bad ſaid, he iſhed fo hear the papers 
referred to read at the table of the Houſe that nigi.:; he owned 
he thought that if the papers had been brought to the Houſe 
before they were printed and read, as the hon. gentleman 
wiſhed, that circumitance would have retarded the defired 
information; becauſe it would have retarded the printing, 
whereas, by the mode which miniiters had adopted, the papers 
would be put into the hands of the members the next day. 
It did not occur to him that there was any neceſſity for the 
preſent amendment; the conſideration of the whole meſſage 


might ſtand for Thurſday. If the hon. gentleman after pe- 


ruling all the papers, ſhould be of opinion on T hurſday, that 


further time was neceſſary to conſider the meſfage, he might 
Propoſe merely to thank his Majeſty for his gracious com- 


munication, and mcve to defer the conſideration of it to any 
future day to which the Houſe would aſſent, if it thought 
itſelf imperfectly informed upon the matter; for his own 
- YOke bo 1700. > 483 | part, 


mal order of the Houſe, that they be printed. They 
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theſe means, than if they had been laid upon the table then, 


It was advifeable that time ſhould be taken to peruſe and ex- 


amine theſe documents, and therefore he ſhould moye, 


cc That his Majeſty's gracious meſſage be taken into couſi- 


deration on Thurſday next.” _ pn dd wore 
Mr. Grey faid, he did not rife to anticipate the length of 


diſcuſſion which this meflage would require, but as the right 


honourable gentleman had propoſed to take it into conſidera- 
tion on Thurſday, he would ſuggeſt to him, that ſeeing the 
great importance of the ſubject, at a time when there was fo 
little expectation of it, and when parhament was about to 
adjourn, whether it would not be better to allow a little fur- 
ther time than Thurſday. Undoubtedly every member of 


Parliament ought to attend his duty at all times, and yet 


there ought to be allowed fome relaxation of that duty ; un- 


der that idea many members had gone into the country, not 


having any apprehenſion that ſuch important concerns would 


come before the Houſe at this period. They had not ima- 


gined that the negociation would have come to fo ſudden and 
melancholy a conclufion, as had been announced that day 
from his Majeſty. He therefore hoped that his Majeſty's 


miniſters would conſent to a ſhort delay in the time for con- 


fidering this momentous affair. Not that he had hopes a 
mort time would procure a full attendance in the Houſe, 


| but it ſhould be ſuch as to enable members to come up from : 
parts that were not very diſtant, fo as to have a fuller atten- 
dance than could be expected on Thurſday. A few days delay 


would afford to the Houſe very conſiderable advantage. He 


ſhould therefore propoſe, that the conſideration of this meſ- 


fage ſhould be poſtponed to Monday. Little or no diſad- 


vantage could arife by that ſhort delay. He meant nothing 
diſreſpectful to his Majeſty. in what he was propoſing, but 


he really felt that it was neceſſary to allow the time he aſked 


tv cofiſider this matter. When the right honourable gen- 


tleman gave notice of the meſſage which they had heard, he 
ſtated that the papers which were referred to would accom- 
pany that meſſage, and which, he ſaid, would contain proof 


chat miniſters Had done every thing in their power to pro- 
cure peace, and that the breaking off the negociation, as 


now ſtated from his Majeſty, was owing, to the unreaſona- 
ble ambition of the Directory of France. Theſe papers 
might have been printed between that time and this, and de- 
Þvered to the members at the door of the Houſe; becauſe, 
in fuch a caſe, it would not be neceſſary to wait for the for- 
fhould 

have 
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have been brought to the Houſe that day at all events, and 
they micht have been read by the Clerk at the table. So that 


= 


although they might have been of an extenſive nature, the 


members preſent might have ſome information of their con- 
tents. This was perhaps more important than any thing 
that ever occurred in that Houſe, and therefore ought to be 
molt deliberately conſidered. He might perhaps call this a 
renewal of war ; certainly a continuance of war, involving 


a dreadful waſte of blood and treaſure. Under a feeling of 


its importance, the necellity of having time to deliberate 
upon it, and for other reaſons, he ſhould move an amend- 
ment, by leaving out the word « Thurſday,“ and inſerting 
«© Monday next. „ 
The amendment being put, W | 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid it was impoſſible for him to 


concur in the propoſed amendment. He agreed that there 


ſhould be a relaxation from the duties of that Houſe, but 


the ſame reaſon which would induce the Houſe to grant 


it, led them to wiſh that gentlemen ſhould not be unneceſſa- 
rily detained. He ſhould, however, put that out of view 


upon the preſent occaſion, becauſe points more preſſing were 


before the Houle : It was very ſeldom indeed that a meſſage 
from his Majeſty had been delayed in its conſideration more 


than a day; it was uſual to give it precedence of all other 


buſineſs, and to conſider it the next day after it was received. 


Since ſuch was the practice, he was conf!2nt the Houſe 


would not delay this matter for a ſingle hour more than was 


indiſpenſably neceſſarx. 


ee: 


The hon. gentleman bad ſaid; he wiſhed fo hear the pa ers 
8 7 P P 


referred to read at the table of the Houſe that nigl.:; he owned 
he thought that if the papers had been brought to the Houſe 


before they were printed and read, as the hon. gentleman 
withed, that circumitance would have retarded the deſired 
information; becauſe it would have retarded the printing, 
whereas, by the mode which miniſters had adopted, the papers 
would be put into the hands of the members the next day. 
It did not occur to him that there was any neceſſity for the 
preſent amendment; the confideration of the whole meſſage 
might ſtand for Thurſday. If the hon. gentleman after pe- 
ruling all the papers, ſhould be of opinion on T hurſday, that 
further time was neceſſary to conſider the meffage, he might 
propoſe merely to thank his Majeſty for his gracious com- 
munication, and mcve to defer the conſideration of it to any 
future day to which the Houle would aſſent, if it thought 
itſelf imperfectly informed upon the matter; for his own 
Vol. I. 1796. 4B 8 part, 
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part, he was not aware that any gentleman would then 
think any further delay neceſſary, Sure he was that the 
Houſe would not conſent to any delay that was not neceſſary; 
he was perſuaded that the Houſe would ſhew a diſpoſition 
which would manifeſt that they were deſirous of coming 
without delay to a point ſo important; that they would 
ſhew they were clear, prompt and determined upon it: this 
was eſſential to be known ſpeedily, not only in this country, 
but alſo all over Europe, and clearly underſtood by all na- 
tions. Upon theſe grounds he thought it his duty to oppoſe 
the amendment. 

© Mr. Whitbread ſaid the convenience of the members of the 
Houſe was but a ſecondary confideration. As to the obſer- 
tation of the right hon. gentleman, that it was competent to 
his honourable friend to move on Thurſday a mere vote of 
thanks to his Maje xy for his gracious communication, it was 
certainly true, but it was unneceſſary; if that be to be done, 
then, it might be done that inſtant, and the Houſe could de- 
try the ret until they had further conſulted. But the right 
honourable gentleman ſeemed now to hint a defire that the 
Houſe ſhould on Thurſday, without further pauſe, declare to 
this country and to Europe, its opinion upon the whole “ 
this moſt! in portant queftion, to whom it was owing that the 


O 
2gociation is at an end. He begged it to be remembered, 


that the queſtion was the moſt momentous that was ever agl- 


tated in parliament; a conſiderable number of the members of 
that Houſe were at a great diſtance from town and it would 
| be impoſſible for them to arrive on Thurſday. On thefe 
grounds he thought it his duty to concur in the amendment. 
Mr. Grey ſaid, he ſhould have no objection to voting 
thanks for” his Majeſty's gracious communication immedi: 


atcly. But here the Houle was to be called upon to pro- 


nounce on the moit momentous ſubject that ever was agitated 
in that Houſe. He agreed that diſpatch and determination 
were good; but when blood and treaſure were to be ſo em- 
barked, he . that coolneſs and deliberation. were 
better. 

Mr. Nicholls ſaw no denen why. the a ſhould 
not be adopted, nor did he fee any thing that could be more 
reſpectful to his Majeſty than deliberation. 

Ihe quettiou was then put, and the amendment was ne- 
gatived, and the original motion put and carried. 

ASJOurned. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tvxspay, December 27. : 8 
Heard counſel in the Scotch Appeal. The Earl of Dun- 


donald appellant, and Buſhby and others reſpondents. Their 


Lordſhips affirmed the decree of the court of ſeftions with 
5 ol. colts. 
he Bills on the table were read in their ſeveral Mages 
The Bill for extending the time of the payment of the in- 


ſtalments on the loan, by the Laſt-India Company, was 


brought up from the Commons and read a firſt time. 


Lord Grenville informed their Lordſhips that the papers, 


which were announced in his Majeſty's meffage af the pre- 
ceding day, could not poſſibly be ready, as was intended, to 
lay on the table that day. He hoped to be able to preſent 
them to their Lordſhips the next day. He therefore moved, 

that his Majeſty's meſſage be taken into conſideration on 
Friday next, inſtead of Thurſday, and that their Lordfhips 
be ſummoned for the ſame purpoſe. Ordered, that the 


Lords be ſummoned for Friday, inſtead of Thurſday. 


Lord Grenville then ſaid, he had in his hand a Declaration 


of his Majeſty, containing all the cauſes of breaking off the 


negociation for peace. His Lordſhip moved that the fame 


might lie on the table. Ordered that the Declaration do lie 


on the table for the peruſal of their Lordſhips. 
Adjourned. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Touxspav, December 27. 


A new writ was ordered for a member to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for the county of Derby, in the room of Lord John 
Cavendiſh, deceaſed. 

A new writ was ordered for the town of Derby, i in the 
room of Lord Henry Auguſtus Cavendiſh, who hath ac- 
cepted of the Chiltern Hundreds. 

A new writ was ordered for Denbigh, in the room of 


Richard Middleton, Eſq. deceaſed. 


The order of the day for Alexander Morris to be brought 


to the Bar, in order to be diſcharged, being moved, he was 


ordered to be brought to the Bar. 


Alexander Morris being accordingly broveht to the Bar, 
the Speaker addreſſed him in ſubſtance as follows: “ Alex- 


ander Norris, you are now brought up in conjequence of ap 
4B 2 order 
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order of the Houſe made upon the ir e of your peti- 
410% in which you exprels your contrition for the offence of 
Wich you hive been guilty z an offence which in its nature 
15 411 Outrage againſt the dignity and privileges of this Houſe, 
and tends to embaxrraſs and diſappoint the adminiſtration of 
it juice, The meaſures which have been adopted in 
conivquencs of your proceeding, will be ſufficient to evince 
to you, and to others (if there are any, who are ſo ignorant 
as to require ſuch an admonition), that the Houſe of 
Commons poſſeſies full, ample, and complete means of vin- 


dicating its Own dignity, and of puniſhing thoſe who venture 


to [et its priviieges at defiance. Having already experienced 


the Weight of the zuthority of the Houſe, which you raſhly 


thought proper to difregard, you are now about to experi- 
ence 15 lenity. I have therefore to inform you, that it is 
the pleaſure of the Houſe that you ſhould be diſcharged out 
cuſtody, and you are therefore diſcharged, paying your 
fines.” LS 
Alexander Mortis then . | | 
Colonel Mood moved, That there be laid before the Houſe 


a copy of the arrangements ſent out to India in January laſt, 


for the education of military othcers in the engincers. 


The Bill for allowing farther time for the payment of in- 


ſtalme nts upon the loan, was read a third time and paſſed. 


Hs MAJESTY'S DECLARATION. 


Mr. C Canning brought up the Declaration of his Majeſty, 
dated Weſtminſter, 27th of December, 1796. 

Mr. Grey remarked that it did not ap pear from the title, 
of what deſcription that Declaration was. He therefore 
moved to have it read. | 

Ihe clerk then read it“. 

It was ordered to 43 laid upon the table for the peruſal of 
the members of that Houſe. | 

Mr. Canning informed the Houle, that notwithſtanding 
the aſſurances which had been given to the Houſe by his Ma- 


jeſty's miniſters ot YN Certain papers upon the table for 


the information of the Houſe raſpecting the late 'negociation 


with France, and noiwithſtarding the utmoſt diligence had 


been uſed to get them ready, it was found abſolutely im- 
poſſible to prepare them fo early. The Houſe, however, 
might rely with certainty on having them the next day. He 


thexetore moved to have che order of the day for taking his 


* Vide Appendix. 
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Majeſty's menago co conſidęration on Thurſday next diſ- 
charge or ti da! 7 
Mr. Grey faid, that he lad repeatedly urged the rich 5 
for forme interval of delay, in order that the Houſe ſhould 
have an opportunity of connig to a decition upon a matter 
of jo much importance, after the moſt mature deliberation. 
After the confident manner in which it had the preceding 
day, and on a previous occaſion, been ſtated, that the papers 
neceflary to enable gentlemen to form their judgment would 
be ready for delivery that day, the Houſe might now enter- 
tain ſome doubt whether they would be laid upon the table 
in time to allow them to prepare for the diſcuſſion. The ho- 
nourable gentleman had {tated, that the utmoſt diligence had 
been uſed to have theſe papers ready to be laid before the 
Houſe, but though he did not mean to call in queſtion what 
the honourable gentleman perſonally afſerted, the Declaration 
in his hand induced him to think that they might have been 
rTcady to be laid before the Houſe ſooner. IT he Declaration 
referred to the papers which were expected, and muſt have 
been compoſed from, and it had been printed that morning, 
he therefore could not help thinking that they might have 
been printed allo. In the Declaration the ſteps which had 
been taken in conjunction with the Emperor were referred 
to, and he begged leave to aſk the honourable gentleman a a2 
- queſtion at once for information, and to demonſtrate how 
neceſſary it was to have the papers, and to reflect upon them 
maturely before they were made the foundation of any opi- 
nion. He would aſk, therefore, Whether there was any 
communication to be made of documents to prove the circum- 
{tance of the meaſures which had been taken in co-operation 
with the Emperor, a matter of which at preſent he profeſſed 
| himſelf utterly ignorant? It might be neceſſary therefore to 
have more information than it was intended to communicate 
to the Houſe. Till they had the documents upon which it 
was founded, and to which it referred, it was impoſſible for 
the Houic to come to any reſolution upon the Declaration. 
He inſiſted that there ought to be ſome greater delay allowed 
than was at preſent propoſed... He did not wiſh that the 
Houſe ſhould delay to teſtify their reſpect to his Majeſty, 
and they might theretore thank him for his moſt gracious 
communication, but when they were called to pronounce a 
deciſion which involved the lives and happineſs of their fel- 
low ſubjects, it was decent and proper to require time for 
deliberation. He would propoſe the amendment he had pro- 


poſed the preceding day. Though there might be many 
| gentlemen 
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gentlemen deſirous of being preſent gpon ſo important art 
occaſion, and whom the {ſhortneſs of the perivd allower) 
would diſappoint, he only aſked far two thort days, and 
therefore he did not mean to move for a later day than 
Monday, and when the lives, the intereſt, and the happi- 
nefs of the people of this country were concerned in the de- 
termination they were to pronounce, he hoped the Houfe 

would not refuie to grant fo thort an interval for reflection. 
Mr. Canning ſaid, as he had fome ſhare in the mechanical 
part of the arrangement and preparation of the papers which 

were to be produced, it would be improper for him to fa 
any thing more with regard to the diligence which had been 
employed; the papers would fpeak for themſelves. But he 
would appeal to the candour of gentlemen, whether thofe 
who had this management might not, upon a firft view, have 
been miſtaken in their eftimate of the time that would be 
neceflary. It had been ſuppoſed that they could have been 
prepared in time to be laid before the Houfe that day, and 
de was not ſure but they might be ready in an hour, yet it 
would nct have been reſpectful to the Houſe to have kept 
them upon this ſuppoſition, and it was, therefore, thought 
proper to poſtpone the confideration of the meflage tilt Fri- 
day, to allow the fame time for reflection and deliberation. 
With regard to the contents of the papers he could not an- 
fwer. Had the right honourable, Secretary of State and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, confined by indiſpoſition, been 
preſent, they might have been able to anſwer the right hon. 
gentleman's queſtions. If, however, when the papers were 
laid before the Houle, they appeared to be incompetent to 
enable gentlemen to form an opinion, they might then have 
an opportunity of moving tor ſuch other documents as might 
be deemed proper. As thoſe higher in office, and better 
_ qualified to give the Houſe any information upon the ſubject 
were abſent, he wouid aſk the honourable gentleman, with 
that candour which was uſually practiſed by one gentleman 
to another, to defer any motion till he ſaw the papers, when 
he might have an opportunity to move for whatever he : 
Judged neceſlary. 
'The Maſter of the Rolls conſidered the aud as a 
continuance of laſt night's debate. If Thurſday was a pro- 
per day for conſidering the meſſage, When the papers were 
to be laid before the Houſe on T ueſday, Friday was with 
equal propriety ' ſubſtituted when the Houſe was to be fur- 
niſhed with the papers on * He had been afl 2 
* 
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by an honourable friend who had ſeen the papers, that when 


they were laid before the Houſe there would be nothing to 
impede a determination. He thought if the papers were 


ſuch as to authorize the Houſe to proceed, then it would be 


proper to decide; but if auy doubt aroſe, then a motion * 
further information might be made. 


Sir 77. Geary thought that there ought to be ſome time 


allowed for detiberation before the Houſe pronounced a de- 
_ cifion which was either to raiſe this country to the higheſt. 
rank in the ſcale of Europe, or plunge it into the loweſt {tate 
of misfortune. He hoped, therefore, that the Houſe would 


for this purpoſe defer the conſideration of the meſſage till 
Monday. 


General Tureleton contended that Gang additional delay 
ought to be allowed, as it would be impoſſible for the Houſe 


to be ſuſhciently ripe for diſcuſſion, and for pronouncing | 
their opinion upon to important a point in che time that was : 


propoted. 
Lord Hazwk/brry faid ne was ſurprized at the manner in 
wich the honourable gentiemen oppoſite had argued. 'The 


uſual mode was to take the King's meflage into conſideration 


upon the aay after it was brought down, and here ſeveral 


S 


days were given that the opinions of gentlemen might be 
properly formed. The Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
ſaid, when the buſineſs was Hrit intimated to the Houſe, that 
the papers would be ſufhcicntto bear out an ymotion of which 
they might form the foundation, and this had been con- 
fhrmed by what had the preceding day fallen from the hon. 


Secretary of State. This he conſidered at preſent as all that 
was neceſſary. If the papers were inadequate, a motion 
might be made for the productio: 1 of any others that nught 
be thought requiſite. 


Mr. Grey ſaid, that he w ould not take advantage 6f the 
abſence of the honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer and 
Secretary of State, to preſs the matter any farther, and he 
lamented the cauſe to which their abſence was owing. At 
the ſame time he was not convinced that he was wrong in 
the requeſt which he had urged. Without meaning to call 


upon the honourable gentleman to diſcloſe what officially he 


_ ought to conceal, he withed to know whether there were 


any papers relative to the ſteps taken in conjunction with 


the Emperor of Germany? With reſpect to the uſual 


practice of taking a meſſage into conſideration the day after 


it was received, here the Houſe were required to deliver an 
opinion 
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I BY opinion, founded upon papers which they had not an oppor- 
- tunity properly to conſider. 
# The order for taking his NI. ajeſty's Meſfage ine conſide- 
i ration on Thurſday was then diicharged, and ordered to be 
taken into conſideration on Friday. 
Adjourned. | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WERNESDAY, Dec. 28. 


The Lords met this day at one o'clock, when a meſſage 
being ſent requiring the attendafice of the Houle: of 8 
mons, and the Speaker, with other members attending ac- 


5 which the Royal aſſent was given to the following bills: 
I he bills for regulating the time of delivering in 'Tranſ- 


importation of Foreign Goods in neutral veſſels; the addi- 


Cuſtoms on Goods, Wares, and Merchandize, carried coaſt- 
wiſe; the Scotch Diſtillery bill; Stage-Coach duty bill; an 


act for laying Stamp Duties on Leafes, Ladenturcs, VC. 


of Good Hope Navigation bill. 


The Lords Commiſtioners, who ſat in their robes, were 


Duke of Portlanßce. | 3 
The County Quota, Proviſiona! Cavalry, aud Augments- 
tion Militia Amended bils; the Navy ane Exchequer Bills 


; 
Rallments; the Loan of TV 0 lil :s advanced by the Eaſt- 
India Company, paſſed thro)! the. com mittee, were re- 
ported, and read a third mn : | | 

After an adjournment, dur: Pleakurez, 'of near an hour, 


the Duke of Portland prefer:t e : nun papers relative to 

Lord Malmetbury's Negociation with the Vx <ecutive Directory 

of France. The titles were 4 pay Lc papers laid on the 

table. Fn. | | e | 
Adjourned till e day. 


23 —— — 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
| - WEDNESDAY, De. 28. 
The Houſe, at one o'clock, attended in the Houſe of Peers, 
to hear the Roval aflent piven by commiſſicn to ſeveral pub- 


lick 


cordingly, his Majeſty's commiſſton was read, by virtue of 


port, Navy, and Exchequer bills; an act for allowing the 


tional Exciſe Duty bill; bill for laying certain Duties of 


Poſt-Office and Packets additional duty bill; and the Cape 


the Lord Chancellor, the Archb billiop of Camervury; and the 


bill; and the bill for allowing {ariher fi ne for paying by in- | 
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lick bills. At four the Houſe met again, in conſequence 
of an n adjournment. 


SOUTHWARK ELECTION. 

Mr. Whitbread reminded the Houſe, that when Mr. Tier- 
ney” s petition reſpecting the Southwark Election was pre- 
ſented, he had given notice that he would make a ſpecific 

motion upon the ſubject. Since that time a deciſion had 
been paſſed by the committee appointed to try the merits of 
that petition, which he was confident had given great ſatis- 
faction to every perſon who valued the freedom and the pu- 
rity of election. After that deciſion he certainly ſhould not 
move for any cenſure upon the unſucceſsful candidate, con- 
* fidering the ſituation in which he now ſtood. But he 
PA gave notice, that ſoon after the receſs he ſhould make a gene- 
* ral motion on the ſubject of the Treating act. | 


NEGOCIATION AT PARIS. | 


Mr. Canning brought up the papers reſpecting we Nego- 


© 20 "ciation with France, which were ordered to be laid upon the. | 

EF table. 5 
We Mr. Grey obſerved, that there was not a copy of Lord 
133 Malmeſbury 8 Inſtructions among theſe papers, of which he 
B37 thought it important that the Houſe ſhould be in poſſeſſion. | 
Mr. Canning ſaid, that if the papers now upon the table 
1 were not, upon confideration; thought to contain ſufficient 
. information upon the ſubject to which they referred, the hon. 

1 gentleman would afterwards have an * of moving , 
34 for any other papers he might judge neceſſary. | 

5 Mr. Grey replied, that he would probably move for the : 


production of Lord Malmeſbury's Inſtructions the fiext 
. 
| General Salton mos. that there be laid before the 
Houſe an account of the Exchequer bills ſubſcribed into 
ſtock, in conſequence of the act paſſed this ſeſſion, e 
ing the three, four, and five per cents. Ordered. 0 
Adjourned. 
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THURSDAY, Dec. 29. 


0 


The bills 1 anon the table went through thi ſeveral ae 
and the Houſe adjourned till W ft 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
THURSDAY, Dec. 29. 


'T he amendments made by the Lords in the Supplemental 
Militia bill were read, agreed to, and a meſſage was ordered 


to be ſent to the Lords, to acquaint their Lordſhips that the 
Commons had agreed to the amendments. 
Mr. Long brought up a bill for the better ſupport and 


maintenance of the Poor, which wes read a firſt time. 
Mr. Long ſaid his right hon. friend (the Chancellor of the 


| Exchequer) was abſent on account of his illneſs. His right 


hon. friend's defire was, that the bill ſhould go through a 


-gommittee of the whole Houſe, in order that the blanks 
might be filled up, and the whole be printed before the re- 
gels, that gentlemen might have an opportunity of peruſing 
it during the holidays. He ſhould therefore move, that the 
| bill be now read a ſecond time; which was done, and the 


bill was ordered to be committed to a committee of che whole 


Houſe on Saturday next. 


ne 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Fruipay, December 30. 


The Royal Aſſent was given by e ee the County 
: Quota, Proviſional Cavalry, and Militia Augmentation ex- 
planatory bills, to the Eaſt India 1 Inſtallment bill, an 
to ſexcra} private bills. 


HIS MAJESTY'S MESSAGE. 


*Lord Grenville moved the order of the day for taking 
his Majeſty's Meſſage into conſideration. 


The Earl of Guiliferd roſe and ſaid, that before the order 


of the day was read, it would be proper that the Inſtructions 
to Lord Malmesbury ſhould be laid upon the table, as upon 
reading the papers, that had been prefented and printed, cer- 


tain ſuſpicions aroſe in his mind, that great blame was aſ- 
_ eribeable ſomewhere, either to the noble Lord, or his Ma- 


jeſty's miniſters, which ſuſpicions could only be removed 
or eſtabliſhed ſo as to,prove to whom a, properly attached, 


by the information t at an inſpection of the the Inſtructions 
: vould no doubt afford. 


Lord 
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Lord Grenville replied, that as to the ſuſpicions entertain- 


ed by the noble Earl, they would ſee hereafter how far thoſe 


ſuſpicions were ſupported, but he certainly ſhould reſiſt 


the production of the Inſtructions as altogether unprecedented 
and improper. Indeed he could hardly ſuppoſe the noble 


Earl was ſerious in calling for them. 


The Earl of Guildford ſaid, he certainly would not preſs 


for the production of the InſtruQions, if the noble Secretary 


of State objected to it, but he was molt ſerious in his defire 
to have them laid upon the table, as the papers before them 


were not intelligible, unleſs the contents of the inſtructions 
were before them alfo. The noble Lord, however, would 


be pleaſed to recollect, that in a Court of Law, when the 
bet evidence of the fact in queſtion before a jury was 
called for, and the defendant withheld the inſtrument, 
it was always conſidered as a ſtrong circumſtance of TOSS. 


picion. 


The Dute of Leeds 108564 with the noble Secretary of , 


State, that the preſent was not a fit time to produce the 


Inſtructions of the noble Lord. The more regular mode of 


proceeding he conceived would be, to go into the diſcuſſion 


of the papers before them, and if in the courſe of it, it ſhould 
appear neceſſary that the Inſtructions thould be produced, to 


move for them after the debate. 
The Earl of Derby begged leave to differ from the noble 


Duke, and to agree with his noble friend, that the Inftruc- 
tions ought to be prefented previous to their entering into 


the diſcuſſion of the papers; in fact, his Lordſhip ſaid, it 


would be perfectly idle and nugatory to diſcuſs the contents 


of the papers without having the Inſtructions before them at 
the ſame time. To ſhew that this was the fact, his Lord- 
ſhip read a paſſage or two in Lord Malmeſbury's letter to 


the noble Secretary, in which he referred directly to his In- 


ſtructions. From the peruſal of the papers every man, his 


Lordthip ſaid, mult clearly ſee that great blame was dae 


fomewhere z whether the fault lay with Lord Malmeſbu 
who might poſlibly have ill done his duty, or with his Ma- 


jeſty's miniſters, who gave him improper Inſtructions, could 


only be aſcertained by a ſight of the Inſtructions. 
The Duke of Leeds ſaid, he muſt ſtill perfiſt in his opinion 


| that the more regular way to go into the debate on the papers, 
would be, to hear the motion that ſhould be propoſed upon 


them, before they called for the Inſtructions. When their 
Lordſhips were in poſſeſſion of the motion which the noble 


Secretary of State ſhould make, and had heard the arguments 
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that ſhould be brought forward in the courſe of the diſcuſſion 

þ upon the correſpondence between Lord Malmeſbury and 
M. Delacroix, they would then be better able to form a 

| | judgment whether the production of the Inſtructions was 

3 Ra. Way pe or not. 
| | Lord Sydney wiſhed the noble lords, who were ſo earneſt 
| 


IS -- in calling for the Inſtructions to conſider the nature of the 

1 paper, they were deſiring to have before them, and the con- 
» ſequences that might attend the production of it. If the 

| inſtructions of the noble lord, who had with ſo much ability 

i! conducted the negociation under conſideration, were made 

N | d known to that Houſe, they would be in fact made knoẽwẽwn 

| to all the world, and an improper uſe might be made of 

il | information, neceſſarily of a ſecret nature, which the in- 

ll ſtructions might convey. Not having the advantage of be- 

ing bred to the law, he could not ſay what rules reſpecting 

| _ evidence obtained in Courts of Juſtice, but he could eaſily 

perceive that although the withholding of an inſtrument ne- 

| ceſſary to the illuſtration of a cauſe in iſſue before a jury, 

FE might reaſonably be deemed a circumftance of ſtrong ſuſpi- 

_ cion againſt the party withholding it, the caſe of withholding 

| Inſtructions to a Plenipotentiary in an important negociation, 

ö which had been broken off abruptly and offenſively by the 


enemy was extremely different, and by no means analogous. 


[ | He did not intend in that preliminary debate to go into the 
TE main ſubject of the diſcuſſion, for which their lordſhips had 
# been ſummoned, but he muſt remind the Houſe, that it 


was moſt undeniable that the Executive DireCtory of France 
had demanded the z/timatum of his Majeſty's Plenipoten- 
tiary, before they had condeſcended to enter into any ſort 

of diſcuſſion of his firſt propofition, and that upon lord 
Malmeſbury dechning to comply with a requifition ſo 

_ firange and extravagant, they had rudely ordered him to 
quit the French territory on the ſudden. | 

The Earl of Abingdon differed from the duke of Leeds, | 

and thought the inſtructions ought to be produced. 

Lord Grildford not preſſing for the PROM FR the Or- 

der of the Day was read. 

Lord Grenville then rofe and began a very able and elo- 
quent ſpeech with declaring that he felt it neceſſary to repeat, 
what he had ſaid when the ſubject was introduced into that 

_ Houle a few days ſince, namely, that although from its im- 
portance and magnitude, if conſidered in all its bearings, it 

F. would lead into a very extenſive field of diſcuſſion, yet that 
the view of it, which it Jrould be neceſſary for the Houſe 
to 
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to take and conſider that day, and the particulars that called 
for their lordſhips immediate deliberation lay in a very narrow 
compaſs indeed. He lamented as much as any noble lord, 


as much as any man in the country, the ſudden and abrupt 


termination of the negociation for peace with France. He 


truſted, however, that before he ſat down, he ſhould make 
it clear to every candid and unprejudiced mind, that the 


misfortune was not imputed to the couduct of kis Majeſty's 
miniſters, but ſolely to the unjuſt and exorbitant claims of 
the enemy. Their lordſhips would learn from the papers on 


the table, that from the commencement of the year his Ma- 
jeſty had manifeſted the moſt ſincere and anxious deſire to 

effect the reſtoration of peace to Europe, on juſt, honour- 
able, and permanent terms to himſelf and his Allies. In 


the month of February his Majeſty's Plenipotentiary to the 


Swiſs Cantons had been authoriſed to ſignify to Monſieur 


Barthelemy, the French Ambaſſador at Baſle, the defire of 


his Court, (the Court of London) to be made acquainted | 
with the diſpoſitions of France in regard to the object of a 
general pacification, and they would fee that Mr. Wick- 
ham's note tranſmitted to Monſieur Barthelemy for that pur- 
poſe was dated the 8th of March, and the reply of that mi- 
niſter, dictated in terms the moſt inſulting and unprovoked, 
was dated the 26th of the ſame month. Not diſcouraged by 


the inadmiſſible and extravagant pretenſions ſet up by France 


on that occaſion, his Majeſty ſtimulated by his paternal feei- 
ings for his people, and his earneſt wiſhes to ſtop the further 
effuſion of blood and give repoſe to Europe, did not ſuffer 
himſelf to be diverted from his object, but {till determined 


to renew his endeavours to bring about a negociation for 2 


general peace, with that view early in September laſt he had 


the honour to receive his Majeſty's commands to tranſmit a 
note to the Daniſh miniſter to be forwarded to the Charge 


d' Affaires of his Daniſh Majeſty it Paris, to be delivered 


by him to the foreign miniſter, who after ſome delay gave 
the Charge d' Affaires to underſtand verbally, that the Ex- 


ecutive Directory of the French Republic would not in fu- 


ture receive or anſwer any overtures tranſmitted through any 
intermediate channel from the enemies of the Republic, but 


if they would ſend perſons furnjſhed with full powers, they 
might upon the frontiers demand the paſsports neceſſ- 
ry for proceding to Paris. In conſequence applicati- 


on was directly made to the Miniſter for Foreign Af- 


fairs at Paris for the neceſſary paſsports, and Lord Malmeſ- 
bury was ſent to negotiate, and gave notice of his arrival 
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on thc 22d of October, and took the moſt immediate ſteps 
for fulfiling the duties of the office with which he was 
charged. It was unneceſſary for him to ſtate at length the 
repeated endeavours of the French Directory to defeat this 


negociation in its outſet, and to break off the intercourſe 


after it had been opened, even before the firſt ſteps towards 


negociation could be taken. The indecent and injurious 
language that had been employed by the French government, 
with a view to irritate, he would not condeſcend to notice; 
ſuch abuſe was diſgraceful only to thoſe who reſorted to it. 
The flimſy pretences, the captious and frivolous objeCtions 
raiſed for the purpoſe of obſtructing the progrefs of the diſ- 


cuſhion; all theſe were ſufficiently notorious from the of- 
ficial papers on the table, and which were known to all Eu- 
rope. But above all, the abrupt termination of the negoci- 


ation had furniſhed the moſt deciſive proof, that at no period 


had any real wiſh for peace been entertained on the part of 
the French Directory. His Majeſty had perſevered to the 


hiſt moment to give to France, as well as to all Europe, the 
moſt inconteſtible proofs of a very ſincere deſire for the reſ- 
toration of the bleſſings of peace; and after repeated evaſion 


and delay, the French Directory had at length conſented to 


eſtabliſh, as the baſis of negociation, a principle that was 
propoſed by his Majeſty, juſt and liberal in its own nature, 
equitable towards France herſelf, and calculated to provide 
for the intereſts of his Majeſty's Allies, as well as of all Eu- 


rope. It had been agreed that compenſation ſhould be made 


to France by proportionable reſtitutions for the ceſſions 
which ſhe in her turn ſhould be called upon to make to his 
Majeſty's Allies. After the eſtabliſhment of that principle, 
his Majeſty's minifter at Paris delivered to the French mi- 


niſter a memorial, containing the propoſals of his Majeſty. 


Along with that memorial there was an accompanying note, 
Rating, that his Majeſty's miniſter would with the utmoſt 
readineſs enter with M. Delacroix into every explanation, 


which the ſtate and progrets of the negociation would allow; 
that he would not fail to enter into the diſcuſſion of theſe 
propoſitions ; or if they ſhould be rejected in toto, he was 


willing to enter into any counter-project which the Execu- 


tive Directory itſelf might be pleaſed to bring forward, with 
that frankneſs and concihation which correſponded with the 
juſt and pacific diſpoſitions of his Majeſty and his miniſters. 


To that communication, his Majeſty's miniſter received an 


anſwer from the French Directory, in form the moſt offen- 


five, and in ſubſtance the molt extravagant, that ever was 


made 
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made in the progreſs of any negociation. It Was peremp- 


torily required of him, that in the very commencement of 


the buſineſs, before any anſwer had been given by the Di- 


_ rectory to his propoſitions, without preſenting =} objecti- 


ons to his firſt propoſal, or any other offer or plan of peace, he 


{hould, within 24 hours, deliver in the utimatum of his 
court. Was there aſimilar inſtance ever known in the e of 
the world? Was it ever known before, that an ultimatum 


ad 
been demanded even before the negociation itſelf had actu- 


ally commenced? There was no ſuch inſtance to be found 


in the whole hiſtory of treaties. Such a demand could not 
poſſibly be made for any other purpoſe than to ſhut the doors 


againſt all diſcuſſion, againſt all negociation, all explanation, 
and all poſſibility of an amicable adjuſtment of the different 
points in iſſue. Why did not the French Directory ſtate 


their objections to the propoſals that were made to them ? 


Why did they not tell his Majeſty's miniſter on what terms 


they would have been ready to make peace? Not a word 
was faid in return, and the Britiſh miniſter was ordered to 
leave the territories of the Republic in twice the ſpace of 24 


Hours. =: 1 . 
Io an aſſembly enlightened as that was, to which he was 


addreſſing himſelf, Lord Grenville ſaid, it would be an inſult 


in him to enter into an explanation of the uſual form of pro- 
cCeeding in a negotiation between two independent powers; 

not only their Lordſhips but every man out of that houſe at 
all acquainted with political hiitory well knew, that the 


cuſtomary mode was for that power which made the firſt 
overture to negotiate to give in its project, or propoſals of 


expectations, and that proje? was immediately put into diſ- 


cuſſion; or, if the other power choſe it, they preſented a 


counter project and that became the object of diſcuſſion, and 
mutual conceſſions are made till the parties come pretty 
near to an agreement, and then and then only an w/timatum is 
reſorted to; nor was that mode of procedure peculiar to two 
nations negociating on great pubhck concerns, it was the 


mode of proceeding adopted and neceffarily adopted between 
private individuals who have any differences to ſettle with 


each other, and indeed the only mode in which differences, 


where oppoſite claims are made and oppoſite rights afſertedy 
that can lead to a mutual accommodation. But what dic 


the French. do! They would not recognize the regular 


mode of diſcuſſion. They would not even enter into the 
fligheſt converfation on the ſubject of the propoſal we had 
made, but demanded at once that we ſhould preſent our 


Wtimatum. 
{ 
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ultimatuin ; fo contrary to all practice, and fo ignorant of 
the eſtabliſhed modes were the Directory. It was obvious, 
that by this mode of proceeding all chance of agreement 
was deſtroyed. For ſuppoſe that they had preſented what 
might have been called their ultimatum, it followed that if 


the French did not agree to it implicitly, a rupture of nego- 
tion mult follow, orelſe that the u/timatum muſt ceaſe to be 


an ultimiatum. But even if it were neceſſary that in a nego- 
tion between two parties there ſhould be no previous con- 
tention about points, no bargaining, no aſking for more 
than it was poſſibly intended to take, but that, in the firſt 
inſtance, the ultimaluim ſhould be fairly and bona fide pro- 
poſed, why did not the French propoſe their terms, and ſtate 
their v/timatum ? We certainly had as much reaſon to call for 
it, as they had to call for ours. Why? but becauſe they never 


had any real and ſincere intention of bringing the negociation 
to a happy iſſue. It was apparent through all their conduct, 


and accordingly they committed the moſt direct and groſs 
inſult upon the Engliſh nation, by diſmiſſing our miniſter, 
and allowing him only twce 24 hours to depart their territory. 


If, in addition to that inſult, any farther proof were necef- 
_ fary of the diſpoſitions of thoſe who offered it, ſuch proof 
would be abundantly ſupplied by the contents of the note 
in which the order was conveyed. The mode of negociation 


on which the French Directory had itſelf inſiſted, was there 


rejected, and no practical means left open for treating with 


effect. The baſis of negociation, ſo recently recognized by 
mutual conſent, was there diſclaimed, and in its room a 
principle, clearly inadmiſſible, was re- aſſerted as the only 
pound on which the French could conſent to treat. 'The 

rench Directory now ſaid, as they had formerly done, that 
they could not treat on the principle of mutual reſtitution, 
becauſe it was contrary to their laws, their conſtitution, 
and they had lately added, the faith of treaties. That was 
a principle which never could be admitted by this country, 
or any other independens nation. It was in fact to admit, 


that the French Republic poſſeſſed the only ſupreme power 
in Europe, and that all other countries might be parcelled 


out by them at pleaſure into what they were pleaſed to call 
republics, but which in fact had not the remoteſt reſem- 


| blance to that form of government. The admiſſion of ſuch 


a principle would entirely deſtroy the law of nations, by 
which the different nations of Europe, who. were independ- 
ent of each other, had proſcfſed to be governed for cen- 
turics, That principle ſuperſeded all intereſts, deſtroyed all. 

: | treaties, 
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treaties, and gave to France, and to France alone, the 


power to make what laws ſhe pleaſed, which ſhould be con- 


hdered as the only law of nations, and which ſhe might 


alter and modify xs much and as often as ſhe pleaſed. Ac- 


cording to this principle, his Majeity and his allies were 


bound to reſtore to France the grcateſt part of their con- 


queſts, while the French Republic was to retain all thoſe ſhe 
had made. The admiſſion of that principle the French Di- 
rectory had ſtated as a ne q, 1, as an indiſpenſible preli- 
minary to all negociation, 2 principle, under which the 


terms of peace mult have been regulated, not by the uſual _ 


conſiderations of juſtice, policy, and reciprocal ſubmiſſion 


on the part of all other powers, but by a claim founded on 


the internal laws and ſeparate conſtitution of France, ag 


_ poſſeſſing full authority to ſuperſede the treaties entered into 
by independent ſtates, to govern their intereſts, to controul 


their engagements, and to diſpoſe of their dominions. This 
miſerable and unjuſt pretence, fo contrary to the law of na- 


tions and to the dipnity of Great Britain, was founded tog 
on a falſe ſtatement of their own conſtitution, which if he 
*underſtogd it, did not enjoin any thing fo monſtrous and fo 
abſurd; on the contrary, it gave to the government the 
power of making ſecret articles under certain conditions. 


In M. Delacroix's note, No. 31, the Directory refuſe to 


liſten to two memorials without ſignatures, which though : 


it is contrary to all uſage, and perfectly unneceſſary to ſign 
when accompanied by ſigned official notes, he thought the 


noble Lord did perfectly right to comply with and fign 


but their conduct in this initance proved that they complained 


of a matter reſpecting which they are profoundly ignorant, 
und ſet up as a plea in bar of conceſhon, a conſtitution 


which they could not explain. It was true that M. Dela- 


croix ſaid, that the Directory conſtrued the act of their con- 


Kitution according to the manner in which it was explained 
by the beſt Publiciſts, He had never read the Publiciſts on 
the conſtitution of France; he had not thought it neceſſary 
to waſte his time and facrifice his leiſure upon a ſubject 2 
tranſitory and fleeting as the conſtitution of France; be- 


cauſe, if he had read the publiciſts ot the conſtitution of 


1789, he would have found all the doctrines of that con- 


ſtitution demoliſhed by that which followed it in 1791; that 
again he would have found deſtroyed by the conſtitution of 


1792, which in its turn was forced to yield to the conſtitu- 
tion of 1793; and he had no doubt but that this would be 
deſtroyed like its predeceſſors. The month of March next 


Yor. J. 1796. e 4 D 285 would | 
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would hardly elapſe before perhaps, a new revolution would 
give occaſion to the remarks and to the doctrines of the new 
publiciſts totally deſtroying all the opinions which were 
formed before, and a new Corpus Furis would make all the 
hl ſtudy of the former publicitts loſt time. Though he had 
ji two employed himſelf therefore in this uſeleſs ſtudy, he had 
1 no heſitation in ſa ing that this principle was outrageous, and 


—— ̃ ICS EE — — 
— 


Ih that it ſtruck at the root of all the relations of co-exiſting 
18's powers. One of the arguments of theſe publiciſts in fay- 4 
| b our of written conſtitutions over old Gothic inſtitutions = 
| q hike our own, was, that every meaſüre was aſcertained, and. = 
| 0 every act defined, fo that there never could be any diſpute FE? 
or quibble about what was or was not the conſtitution. 24 
i Such was the boaſt, but yet their lordſhips would fee that 2 
| | fo far from its being aſcertained what was and what was not. = 
i agreeable to the conſtitution, their pretenſions now were FO 
more outrageous than when the note was preſented at Baſle, 0 
by Mr. Wickham. Then they had only ſaid that nothing ] 


contrary to their laws and their conſtitution could be en- 


\F} tertained; now they tell us that nothing contrary to theis | 
| eonſtitution, their laws, and exiſting treaties could be com- ; 
plied with. He had looked at their public treaties, and be 
averred there was nothing in them hoſtile to the propoſitions 1 of 
which had been made. What their laws were, he profeſſed = 


the could not tell, nor could he anſwer for the ſecret ar- 
ticles which might have been included in their treaties; it 
was not poſſible for him to ſay what private engagements 
they might have made with their deluded allies and friends 

an that way. Whether they promiſed them Jamaica or Gib- 
raltar, or whatever other prepoſterous thing he knew not; but 
he ſubmitted to their lordſhipswhether it was poſſible to admit 
this kind of reaſoning, and whether, if his Majeſty had been 
adviſed to act upon it, it would not have been laying the 


4. crown of England at the feet of the French Directory: 

After much maſterly reaſoning on the arrogant, evaſive * 
and inſulting conduct of the French Directory, bis Be 
lordſhip ſaid, he ſhould not affront the underſtandings of = 
their lordſhips by entering more fully into the buſineſe. 
_ Every candid man mult ſee clearly where the fault lay. It 
was on ſuch grounds as theſe that the further effuſion of hu- 14 


man blood, the continued calamities of war, the interrup- 

tions of peaceable and friendly intercourſe among mankind, 

the prolonged diſtreſſes of Europe, and the accumulated 
miſeries of France itſelf, were, by the government of that 

country, to be juſtified ta the world. His Majeſty and hi 


miniſters 


4 
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miniſters had entered into the negociation with perfect good 
faith; had ſuffered no impediment to prevent their proſecut- 


ing it with earneſtneſs and ſincerity; they had now only to 
Jament its abrupt termination; and to renew in the face of 
Europe their moit folemn declarations that whenever the 


French Government ſhould be diſpoſed to enter-on the work 


of general pacification, in a ſpirit of conciliation and equity, 


nothing ſhould be wanting on the part of this country to con- 


tribute to the accompliſhment of that great object, with 2 
view to which his Majeſty had already offered fuch conft- 


derable ſacrifices on his part, and which was now retarded 
only by the exorbitant. pretenſions of Franc His e 
concluded with moving. 


% That an humble addref, be preſented to his Majeſty to aſſure his Majeſty _ 


that that Houſe alſo felt the utmoſt concern that his Majeſty's earneſt endea vours 
to effect the reſtoration of peace had been unhappily fruſtrated, and that the re- 


gociarion in which he had been happily engaged had been abruptly broken off bx 


the peremptory refuſal of the French government to treat, except upon a baſis 


evidently inadmiſſib e, and by their having in conf. quence required his Majeſty's 


Plenipotentiary to quit Parts within 48 hours. 


&« T9 thank his Majeſty for having directed the ſeveral memes Rs pa- 
pers which had been exchanged in the courſe of the late diſcuſſion, and the ac- : 


count tranſmitted to his Majeſty of its final reſult, to be laid before the Houſe. 
i That their lordſhips were perfectly ſatisfied, from the peruſal of theſe pa- 
pers, that his Majeſty's conduct had been guided by a fincere deſite to effect the 
reſtoration of peace, on pꝛinci, les ſuited to the relative ſituation of the Bellige- 
rent powers, and eſſential for the permaſtent intereſts of his Majcſty's kingdom's, 
and the general ſecurity cf Europe; whilſt his enemtes had advanced pretenſions 


at once inconfiſtent with thoſe obje s, unſupported even on the grounds on which 


rhey were profeſſed to reſt, and repugnant both to the ſyſtem eſtabliſned by re- 
peat d treaties, and to the principles and practice which had hitherto regulated 
the intercourſe of independent nations. 


« Po aſſure his Majeſty, that under the prereCtian of providence, he might. | 


place the fulleſt reliacce on the wiſdom and firmneſs of parliamemr, on the tried 
* alour of his forces by ſea and land, and on the zeal, public ſpirit, and reſources 
of his kingdoms, tyr vigorous and effectual ſupport in the proſecution of a con- 
teſt, which it did mot depend on his M ajeſty to terminate, and which involved in 
it the ſecurity and permanent intereſts of this country and Europe.“ 


The Lord Chancellor having read the motion, was about 8 


to put the queſtion, when 
The Earl of Guilford ſaid, that he had heard with concern, 
and he confelled with ſome ſurpriſe, the obſervations which 
had fallen from the noble Lord that day. It was a da 
that every noble Lord would unanimoufly join with him in 
by fi | calling 
e 
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calling the moſt calamitous this country had ever ſeen, except, 
perhaps, the day on which they firſt entered into this moſt 
diſaſtrous and unprovoked conteſt. He knew that upon this 


they would agree with him in his next aſſertion he knew 
demonſtrated their utter incapacity both for negociation and 
for war. It was not only a day of expoſure of their weak- 


neſs and incapacity, but of their miſerable, evaſive, and 
ſiniſter proceeding, of their want of candour, aud he was 


the table exhibited, he never witneſſed. Every princi- 


every pretenſion which they had held out to their country, 


the eaſy confidence of their Lordſhips, falſified, and they 
were now brought into the ignominous ſituation of acknow- 
ledging that all their former principles were mere pretexts, 


dient that was moſt ſuitable to their purpoſe for the day, 
without regard to the dignity of their ſovereign, to the 
| honour and intereſts of their country, or to the juſt and 
manly conſiſtency which a nation ought ever to hold in its 
conduct towards a foreign power. He called upon their 
Lordſhips to look at the miſerable declaration which had 
been publiſhed, and to compare it with the correſpondence 
on the table, and they would ſee that in every inſtance it 
was either inconfiſtent or falſe. He pointed out ſeveral 
glaring incongruities in that paper, and then ſaid that he 
was not ſo ſanguine as to believe that under the magnitude 
of the calamities which miniſters had brought upon the 
country, he could ſuggeſt any thing that could give the 
Houſe juſt confidence in the ſafety of the nation; but he 
truſted that if their Lordſhips would yet pauſe, the propoſi- 


immediate. The declaration ſtated that every ſtep had been 


venture to ſay that there was not a flatterer of government 

in the Houſe who would lay his hand upon his heart, and 

in the face of his country ſay, that he believed this to be the 

fact. No, it was notorious that opportunities of the moſt 

favourable kind had been neglected, and that this very 

negociation, conducted as it was, had not even a chance to 
| - + | 


be 


there would be perfect unanimity of opinion; but whether 


not; however, for his own part, he would not hefitate to 
declare that day to be moſt diſgraceful to miniſters, ſince it 


afraid of their want of ſincerity. Such a maſs of criminal 
imbecility and of diſgraceful abſurdity, as the papers on 


ple upon which they had ſet out had been retracted, 0 


ſurrendered, every fact with which they had impoſed upon 


and that they had in every inſtance merely adopted the expe- 


tion he meant to make would prevent the ruin from being 


taken to promote the deſirable object of peace, he would 
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the two countries, the Auſtrian Netherlands. It was not 
neceſſary, he ſaid, for him, or for any man who fat on his 
ſide of the Houſe, to enter into the queſtion, at preſent, of 


— Whether we ought or ought not to make a peace on the 
baſis of .leaving the Auſtrian Netherlands in the hands of 


France ? He would not diſguiſe his opinion of the value of 


that ſacrifice : but he averred that the declaration was inac- 
curate when it ſaid, that the baſis originally agreed upon 


included ſpecifically the reſtitution of. this among other of 
the French acquiſitions. The baſis agreed upon was to 
offer, on our part, proportionable reititutions for the ceſſions 
to be demanded. The fact was not very honourable to 
either of the parties. If the Status ante Bellum had been 
the principle agreed on, his Lordihip was ready to admit 
that the French had departed from that principle ; but that 


was by no means the caſe. The principle that was to form 


the baſis of the negoctarion was that of proportional reſtitu- 
tion; and was there any man living who could ſay that 


what we offered to be reſtored to France was an equivalent to 


what we a{ked of her to reſtore to our allies? He thought 


there was not a noble Lord in that Houſe that would main- 


tain a propoſition ſo abſurd. It was notorious from the 


papers produced, that his Majeſty's ſervants had not been 


ſincere in any part of this buſineſs. Their firſt propoſal ſtated 
in their firſt memorial was ſuch, that they could not reaſonabl 
hope it would be agreed to on the part of France. If the 


were to truſt to the evidence of the letter of Lord Malmeſ- 
| bury, the baſis of the negociation was not ſtrictly regarded 
on either fide ; the farts quo ante bellum had not been ſuitable 
to the views of any one of the parties; it appeared that 
they were eager to cut and carve for themſelves at the e 
pence of their victims. We were to conſent to ſtrip our old 
ally, Holland, in one quarter for the French, in another 


for ourſelves ; and every feeble power was to be {tripped 
and plundered in order to ſatisfy the avarice and the ambi- 
tion. of the leading powers engaged in the conteſt. But it 


was contended, that the French had at length ſet up a 


principle that was contrary to all the rights of nations, and 


that made all negociation impracticable ; they had ſaid that 


the Auſtrian Netherlands were a fine qua non. Granted. — 


Had not Lord Malmeſbury ſaid as much? Had he not | 


acknowledged that by an exiſting treaty with the Emperor 
and King, it was impoſſible for England to make peace 
while a ſingle country belonging to the Emperor remained in 


57 
he ſucceſsful. He came to the main point at iſſue between 
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the hands of France? Did not this make negociation 24 
impracticable as. their declaration of the Netherlands ? By 
this he confeſſed to the French that the whole negociation 

was a nullity; that England had it not in her power to 
make peace but through the Court of Vienna: that what- 
ever might be her ſituation of diſtreſs, or of defeat, it muſt 
only be through an Imperial refeript that the could make 
e. What a farce then was the whole of the negocia- 
tion? Upon the face of it it exlibits its own imbecility; it 
was never meant to be any thing more than a deluſion 
Jo the conditions of peace pointed out in the memorial in 
the papers on the table he would not pledge himfelf. He ſaw 
the importance of moſt of them, the neceſſity of ſome ; but 
he knew alſo that national neceſſity might controut political 
opinion, and that they might not have it in their power to 
argue about what was wiſe, but about what was practicable. FE 
He had no ſcruple in faying that it would be a great calami- IF 
ty to this country if the Netherlands ſhould remain in the 1 6 
Bands of France; but at the fame time it was a great queſtion | 
whether this cotntry ought to go on, and ſpend more than 
they were worth for the chance of reſcuing them from their 
bands. And the time might come when this country 
might learn to appreciate the Netherlands. He took 
notice of the expreſſion of the noble Secretary, that the diſ- 
miſſion of our miniſter was an inſult to the nation. The 
noble Lord then had at length corrected his former opinion 
in regard to Monſieur Chauvelin, and was now brought to 
feel that the diſmiſſion of a miniſter was an inſult. He 
truſted that the influence of this new light would be Aſible 
in the future moderation of the King's miniſters. He accu- 
led them of not having profited from the favourable oppor- 
tunities which the ſucceſs of the Duke of York at Valenci- 
ennes preſented for offering terms of peace. Then when 
Flanders was not united to France, when they had not 
fubdued Holland; when they had not over-run Italy; when 
' they were trembling for their ſafety, why were not offers 
of peace made to them? Why? but becauſe the ſcandalous = 
and fatal thirſt of agrandizment prevailed over every ſentiment 
of wiſdom and honour, and becauſe the contract of partition 
was then in its full vigour. He called upon their Lordſhips 
to make a ſolemn pauſe, and to reflect upon the dreadful _ 
- meaſure of that day. Let them remember that the miniſter 
| Had been forced to hold out a bonus of 10 or 12 per cen! 
with one hand, and an intimidation with the other, in order 


* to procure the loan of the year, and whether he even had 
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rocured it or not, was doubtful. It was a proof of national 
calamity, that even this enormous bom⁰i was leſs than men 
could procure for the uſe of their money by other means. 
Inſtead, then, of pledging themſelves to the further continu- 
ance of this war, it was bis propoſition that they ſhould 
declare to his Majeſty that they would proceed to enquire 
into the paſt conduct of it, to aſcertain the ſource of the 

calamities which had been brought upon the country, by 
which they might be able even to deliver the ſtate from its 
perilous ſituation. For this purpoſe he moved as an amend- 
ment, that, after the words << returning his Majeſty thanks 
for his gracious meſſage, there be inſerted the following: 
That this Houſe has learnt with inexpreflible concern, that the negociation his 


Majeſty lately commenced for the reftoration of peace has been unhappily 
fruſtrated, 


In fo awful and momentous 5 crifis, the Houſe of Lords feel it their duty, to 


ſpeak to his Majeſty with that freedom and earneftneſs which becomes men 


anxious to preſerve the honour of his Majeſty's crown and to ſecure the inte- 
sefts of his people, That, in doing this, they fincerely deplore that they are 


under the neceſſity of declaring, that, as well from the manner in which the 
late negociation has been conducted, as from the ſubſtance of the memorial 


do think his Majeſty's mi niſters were not fincere in their endeavours to procure 


pet of pacification ſeems entirely removed from their view. For on the orff 
hand his Majeſty's minifters inſiſt upon the reſtitution of the Netherlands to 
23te Emperor as a fire qua non from which they have pledged his Majeſty not 
to wecede ; wh le, on the other, the Executive Directory of the French Re- 
Public with equal pertinacity claim the preſervation of that part of their con- 
queſts as a condition from which they cannot depart, 


has produced this embarrafling fituation, by adviſing his Majeſty before the 


the adjuſtment of the then fubfiſting differences, although at that time the Ne- 


trality towards France. 

That this Houſe hath further deeply to FIR that ſoon five the commencemehit 
of the war, when by the vigour of his Majeſty's arms, with the aſſiſtance of his 
allies, the Republic of Holland had been reſcued from invaſion, and the greater 

Part of the NechoanJs had been r.covered by the Emperor z at a time too wht 


which appears to have produced the abrupt termination of it, they have reaſon 


zhe bleſſings of peace ſo neceſſary for th's diſtreſſed country, and that all proſ- 


That, und er theſe circumſtances, this Houſe cannot help Jamenting the raſhneſs 
and injuſtice of his Majeſty's miniſters, whote long continued mifcondu&. 


b bleſſings of peace had been unfortunately interrupted to retuſe all negociation for 
therlands, gow the main obſtacle to the return of tranquility, fo far from being 
| <onfidere d as an ol ject of conteſt, was ſolemnly renounced, and the peice of 


Europe offered into his Majeſty's hands upon the baſis of that renunclation, and 5 
upon the ſecurit, and indep endence of Holand, whalit the preſerved her neu- 


moſt 
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moſt of the Princes of Europe, w th reſources yet unexhauſted, continued firm in 


their alliances with Great Britain, his Majeſty's miniſters did not avail them- 


felves of this high and commanding poſition for the Negociation of an nonour. 


able Peace, and the eſtabliſhment of the political balance of Europe; that on 


the contrary, without any examp'e in the princip'es and practice of it.3 or any 


other nation, it is wich pain this Houſe recol'ects his Mazeſty's miniters refuſed 


to ſet on fot any negociation whatever with the Fren:h Repub..c ; not upon a 
real or cen alleged unwillingneſs on his part to I ften to the proj ofitions now 
rejected by her, or to any other ſpecific propoſal of indemnity o: political ſecu- 


rity, but upon the arrogant and inſulting pretence that her Government was not 


capable of maintaining the accuſtomed relations of peace and amity amongſt 


nations, and that on this unfounded and merely ſpeculative aſtumption his Ma- 


jeſty was adviſed to continue the war to a period when the difficulties in the way | 


of peace have been ſo much increafed by the defect of moſt of the powers en · 
gaged in the conſederacy, and by tlie conqusſts and confequent pretenſions of 


the French Republic. 


That this Houſe having thus humbly ſabmitted to his Majefly the refleions which 
his Majeſty's gracious commun cation immedlately ſuggeſt, feel themſelves in 
duty bound, for the information of his? lajeſty, and the ſatisfaction of an ex- 
bauſted peo; le, to procced with unremitting di igence to inveſtigate the cauſcs 
 whieh have produced our preſent calamities, and to offer ſuch advice as the cri- 
tical and alarming circumſtancès of the aation may require, 


The Earl Liver poll ſaid that the pompous ſpeech of the 


noble Earl did not, in his mind, preſent to their Lordſhips 
+fufhcient arguments for adopting the amendment which he 
had propoſed; an amendment which went to encourage France 


and to ſtop all idea of defending ourſelves againſt an enemy 


who had manifeſted diſpoſitions impracticable with our 


They had expresſly avowed that they would not 
agree to any peace that ſhould be contrary to what they 
called their conſtitution, their laws, and their treaties. It 


was impoſſible to know what ſecret articles might lurk under 
their publick treaties; and therefore it was impoſſible to 


treat with a people who ſtood upon ſuch undefined grounds, 


If what they made their baſis of negociation were ſubmitted 
to, their legiſlature would not only legiſlate for France but 
for all Europe. Was ſuch a claim to be endured for a ſingle 
moment? The terms which had been offered were ample 
as compenſations for what we demanded :—we had offered 
to France all that we had taken from her, in return for her 
ſurrender of that which we thought neceflary to the ſafety of 
Europe. Her Welt India Iſlands were of immenſe vaiue to 
her: they were the ſource of her marine; produced to her 2 
reyenue of nearly ten millions. annually. But if the did not 


think | 


\ 
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think the terms ſufficiently ample, why did ſhe not ſay ſo ? 
It was contrary to every principle of negociation not to 
late her demand, if ſhe thought ours unreaſonable. Inſtead of 


this, ſhe had only made a lofty declaration that the Auſtrian 
Netherlands could not make a part of her ceſſions. The 


noble Earl had mentioned this as a ſlight matter, but he was 
ſure their Lordſhips would ſee it in another point of view. 


Flanders was our beſt key to the continental market. He 


deprecated therefore the idea of lowering its importance. 
Noble Lords who really waſhed for peace would much better 
ſerve their country by not making obſervations, in ſuch a 
criſis, tending to lower the fpirit of the people. 


The Earl of Guildford ſaid, that he by no means men- 


_ tioned the Auſtrian Netherlands as a ſlight matter. He ac- 
knowledged its importance, but hoped, that if we were to go 


on with the war to ſnatch it from France, the country would 


learn to appreriate its real value. 5 
The Earl of Derby animadverted on the inſinuation of 


Lord Liverpool; that thoſe who really wiſhed for peace 
would do well to abſtain from charges againſt miniſters. 


Hle faid the inſinuation was not becoming the noble lord to 
make; independent men, who felt for the calamities of their 
country, would pronounce their ſentiments, however it 
might be unpleaſant to the ears of thoſe perſons who had 


brought us to our preſent condition. Had he not oppoſed 


the war in its principle, he {ſhould have become decidedly its 
foe from its diſgraceful conduct, and having no confidence, 
that paſt imbecility would give us future vigour, he muſt 
Continue to deplore its exiſtence, and particularly in ſuch 
hands. He aſſerted, that we had not in the negociation 
made offers that were equivalent, and that the conduct of 


the French in the affair was provoked by our arrogance. 


He ſaid Lord Malmeſbury's letter to the noble Secretary of 
State ought not to have been printed. It was a mere report 
of a converſation, not an oſſicial document. He deplereg 
the unjuſtiſiable expoſure of a converſation z an expoſure 
8 made for the ſake of the words printed in italics, 


Jnd to furniſh a parade on the waſted reſources of the ene- 


my. The publick were by this means to be reduced intq a 


belief of their ruin, and E words of this converſation 


were diſproved by the facts that followed, for this ruined 
and undone country determines to go on with the war. His 
Lordſhip thought there were ſymptons of inſincerity in the 
conduct of the King's miniſters on this buſineſs ; and there- 
fore he was inclined to fecond the amendment of his noble 
Vol. I. 1796. 1 friend. 


frienl. His lordſhip thought that Pondicherry, in the Eaſt 


Weſt Indies, could never be conſidered as an equivalent for 
the Milaneſe, and the Auſtrian Netherlands, which the French 
were required to give to our allies. He calted upon their 
lordſhips to think on the ftate of this country; would the no- 
ble Baron on the croſs bench (Lord Auckland) again come for- 
ward and boaſt of the comparative reſources of this country 


condition to which the country was reduced; the loan was 
now at between 5 and 6 per cent, difcount before a payment 
was made upon it; would there not be many defaulters ? 
It was notorious many names were ſubſcribed for great ſums, 
_ where they were known not to poſſeſs half their ſubfeription 
in their hives. Bankruptcies were daily encreaſing, and in 
the country ſuch was the ſtate of manufactures, that they 
reduced the number of hours of their labour, in order 
thereby to reduce their wages, as the only means of not 
turning them entirely out of bread. He had heard it faid, that 


nanted; and it was notorious, that in moſt of the great 
towns the penury and depopulation were enormous. The 


A ſubſtitute for the militia was now 15 or 16 guineas. The 
new ſupplementary militia would take every fifth man m the 
kingdom, and yet only 60 or 70,000 men were to be raiſed. 
Could they go on in this fatal career? He truſted that a 
motion would be made for a committee to enquire into the 
fate of the natioůon. oe 
Lord Auckland ſaid, that ſome expreſſions which the noble 
Earl who fpoke laſt had addrefled to him on the ſubject of 
Engliſh and French finance, would have made it necefſary 


— 


ponſiderations. He had howeyer previouſly felt that it was 
impoſſible to ſubmit in filence to the language of the noble 
Earl (Lord Guildford) who moved the amendment, and who 
had thought proper to ſay that “ this is a day of diſgrace and 


affliction to his Majeſty's dominions. Lord Auckland deſi- 
red to declare his entire diflent to both theſe propoſitions, 
and feeling himſelf now at liberty to conſider the negociation 
as at an end, he would ſpeak of it without referve. He had 
reſtrained himſelf at the opening of the ſeſſion, and had 
marked no opinion, though in his private mind he then par- 
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Indies, and Martinico, St. Lucia, and Tobago in the 


and of France? Let their Lordfhips reflect on the melancholy 


even at Birmingham, out of 16000 houſes, 4000 were unte- 


price of volunteers for the army was 25 or 30 guineas. 


for him to ſollicit their Lordſhips attention for a few 
minutes, even if he had not been induced to it by other 


affliction ;” of diſgrace to the King's miniſters, and of 


ticipated | 
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ticipated ſome of the ſentiments of a noble Earl (Lord Fitz- 
william), who had avowed a ſtrong diflike to the negocia- 
tion. He had been filent, becauſe he was unwilling even to 
ſeem to throw a prejudice on the meaſure. He thought it, 
under all the circumſtances of the time, an experiment ne- 
ceſſary to be made, for the purpoſe of demonſtrating to theſe 

| kingdoms, and to all the world, that the prolongation of the 
calamities of war ought to be aſcribed to thoſe from whoſe 
madneſs and wickedneſs the war had originated. Under 
that impreſſion, repugnant and painful as it was to him to 
ſend a Plenipotentiary to Paris to court the fraterngl embra- 
ces of the Directory, and to ſay in the words of Anthony to 
the affaſſins of Cæſar | 


« Let each man render me his bloody hand * 


He had acquieſced in the negociation; believing, however, 
on the one hand, that it would not tend to accelerate the re- 
turn of peace; but confident, on the other, that by the wiſ- 
dom of his Majeſty's government, it would not be detri- 
mental either to the intereſts or to the honour of the Britiſh 
empire. He knew enough of the conſtitution of the pre- 
tended Republic of France to know (and this was not a novel 
opinion of his, he had long ago publiſhed it) that it 1s 
incompatible with a {ſtate of peace. That conſtitution 
had no reſemblance of a Republick, but was in truth the 
the moſt odious ariſtocracy that ever had been recorded in the 
annals of mankind. Its leaders had no ſecurity in their poſ- 
ſeſſion of unparallelled power, no ſafety in their conſciouſ- 
neſs of unparallelled crimes, but in the violent predicament 
of war. Whatever might be his abhorrence of their enor- 
mities, he was ready to acknowledge that they poſſeſs great 
talents ; talents more than ſuthcient to appreciate their own 
ſituation, and to keep them awake to the dangers which 


* Upon this maſterly ſpeech of Antony (which occurs in the firſt ſcene of the 
third act of Shakeſpeare's Jur1us Cxs$ar, immediately after Czſar's aſſaſſina- 
tion), ſo apt a parody offers itſelf, that the Reporter truſts he ſhall ſtand excuſed 
for inſerting itz» ls Re. - 4a 
* Let each man render me his bloody hand : | 
„ Firſt, La Reveillere, will I ſhake with you; 
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1 « Merlin and Louvet, next I take your hands ; | 

ö | c Now, Tallien, yours ;z——now yours, Le Gendte; 8 Z 
. „ Yours Carnot; and my valliant Barras yours 3 _ | 

2 ; % Though laſt, not leaſt in love, ygurs, good Syeyes, 5 
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hang over it. It was well known to ſome who now heard him, 


that theſe were his opinions when the Negociation took place. 
The experiment had been tried; and the reſult had been 
ſuch as to ſatisfy every unprejudiced man in Europe, that the 
French government is decidedly for war. The experiment 
had been fairly and fully tried; and the reſult is, that the 
Britiſh empire owes great obligations, both to the noble Lord 


who gave the Inſtructions, and to the noble Lord who exe- 


_ euted thoſe Inſtructions. They had gone to the utmoſt verge 


of conceſſion, and yet they had never loſt fight of the eſſen- 


tial intereſts and honourable character of their country. 

In every ſtep, they had blended extreme concihation with 
unſhaken dignity. The whole negociation had been con- 
ducted with ſuch wiſdom, that we are in no degree engaged 


(thank God !) to revolt to any of its propoſitions 3 we are 


bound to nothing; the entire tranſaction is null and void; 


like to the Addreſs now propoſed to their Lordſhips by the 


noble Secretary of State, it pledges neither Parliament nor 


the nation to any ſpecific. offers or conceſſions in any circum- 


ſtances that may hereafter ariſe. U 
In ſome views of collateral poliey it might be regretted that 
we had been obliged to publiſh poſſible arrangements involv- 


ing the intereſts, and eventually affecting the attachment of 
| ſome of our preſent dependencies : But on the whole he was: 


willing to allow that the meaſure had been beneficial, in as 


far as it had fatisfied the minds of many well-meaning men, 
_ Whoſe benevolence led them to leave nothing untried that 


_ might by poſſibility put an end to the calamities of war. 


He would not enter into any remarks on the propoſitions 
made by our Plenipotentiary; it would be both irregular 


and unwiſe to diſcuſs them in Parliament, whilſt the war is 
ſtill depending. He would only obſerve, what no man could 
deny, that fpecific overtures had been made on our 
part, and that theſe overtures had been accompanied by an 
offer, repeatedly.,urged, to enter into the conſideration of 
any other propoſitions that the enemy might think more eli- 
gible. Such had been our overtures! Such had been our 
en s to obtain an unequivocal negociation for peace? 
The whole had been put aſide with ſcorn, and our Plenipo- 
tentiary had been ordered to quit Paris in forty-eight hours. 
Their Lordſhips would here remark, that this inſult had 


been accompanied by the avowal of a principle which pur- 


ports to annex inſepetably to France the conquered territpries 
of our ally, though we had offered a full and generous com- 
penſation for chem: and the fame principle implies. that 
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« the Republic.” There is nothing in thoſe words to p 
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we are to reſtore, without compenſation, any French terri- 


tories which we may have conquered, becauſe it is preteyded 
that thoſe poſſeſſions make a part of the Indiviſible Republic, 


Hy her conſtitution or by her laws. To this ſtrange doctrine 


had now been ſuperadded the declaration, that the Directory 
would liſten te- no propoſition contrary to the conſtitution, 
laws, or treaties, leaving the world to conjecture or to dif- 
cover what the purport and extent of thoſe treaties might be. 
Lord Auckland procceded to fay, that ſuch poſitions coulc 
never went a ſerious refutation. They did not ſurpriſe him, 


becauſe he always thought that our overtures would be re- 


jected. If we had even offered (what he truſted in God we 


ſhould never he reduced to offer) to give up the Auſtrian 
Netherlands; if we had diſgracefully propoſed to abandon 


the intereſts of our firm, honourable, and heroic ally; there 
could not now exiſt in the mind of any of their Lordſhips 4 


doubt, that ſome other extravagant and inſulting claim 


would have been brought forwards, to fruſtrate the negocia- 


tion and to prolong the war. He was not ſurpriſed at the 


failure of the negociation, he had expected it. He was only 
puzzled to explain why the Directory had thought it expe- 


dient to precipitate the concluſion, and to tear off ſo abruptly 
the thin veil of moderation, which the diſtreſſes and withes 
of the French provinces had forced them to aflume. And 
ſurely they might have found a better ground for continuing 


the war, than that which they had chofen. The word d in- 


diviſible,” to which they now aſiign ſo extenſive a conſtruc- 


OH 


tion, had nothing to do with the annexed territories of the 
| Republic; it related merely to 2 queſtion formerly much 


agitated, whether the French Provinces ſhould be federal 


| Mates, or united into one Republic. The pretended reſttie- 


tion in the conſtitution of 1795 was cqually inapplicable to 


the point in queſtion : that reſtriction was expreſſed in the 


following words :—« If a treaty contains ſecret articles, the 


cc purport of thoſe articles ſhall not be deſtruCtive of the pub- 


« lick articles, nor contain any alienation of the territory 14 
r 


Hibit ceſſions of territory by publick articles; there is no- 
thing in thoſe words contrary to the univerſal and neceſſary 
principle, that parts of the poſſeſſions of every ſtate may b wy 


the events and circumſtances of war, become liable to nega- 
_ nation. If it were otherwiſe, and if other powers ſhould 
aſſert ſimilar doctrines, all wars muſt be eternal through the 
world, from the moment mat: a | Bog conquelt is made by 
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either party. Why, therefore, would the Directory chuſe a 
ground of rupture ſo void of juſtice, of common ſenſe, and of 


decency? They might have anſwered to our propoſitions, that 


they could not give up the Auſtrian Netherlands, becauſe 


they have robbed the convents, and ſold the church lands, 


and alienated the Imperial domains, and becauſe they are re- 


ceiving the price of their rapine as one of the few remaining 


\ reſources for the proſecution of the war. In ſuch an anſwer 
there was no great reliſh of ſalvation ; but at leaſt it would 


Have been a diſplay of the fort of good faith which ſubſiſts 


among deſpoilers. 


They might have anſwered (and in fact they had already 
ſaid it in their too memorable Convention), that the Auſtrian 
Netherlands were neceſſary to them, in order to make Paris 


more central, the radius from their .metropolis to the north 


being much too ſhort, when compared to the radius drawn 


to the ſouth. Such a claim would have been ridiculous, ſtill, | 


however, it would have ſtood open to diſcuſſion. - 
Laſtly, they might have ſaid (as a noble Earl had that day 
ſuggeſted for them) that, like to Shylock in the comedy, 
They had an oath in Heaven ;” though indeed Heaven was 
not peculiarly the place in which their oaths-may be ſuppoſed 
to be recorded. Whatever allegation they had adopted, they 
could not have made ſo bad a choice as that- which M. De la 
Croix had been inſtructed to bring forwards. 
To what then, it will be ſaid, are we now to look ? The 
anſwer was obvious. It had been an alternative preſent to 
his mind, and he had prepared himſelf to meet it from the 


_ firit mention of the negociation. He was ſure that he felt 
the evils and horrors of war, as powerfully as any of the 


noble Lords who were pleaſed to indulge themſelves in pa- 
thetic declamations. But he felt alſo, that it was unmanly 
and uſeleſs to complain, when there is no remedy within the 
graſp or reach of our faculties. Their Lordſhips were not 
ignorant that there may be worſe evils and greater horrors 
than thoſe of a foreign war. The proofs are unhappily too 
cent and too notorious in the wide and deſolated countries 


of the enemy. Were their Lordſhips reduced and prepared 


to ſubmit theſe kingdoms to the mandates of the French Di- 
rectorys to the regicide rod of iron, to a viſitation of anarchy 
and'of all its train of rapine, maſſacres, confuſion, and cala- 
4 mity? Were their Lordſhips reduced to the daſtardly and 
-wretched hope, that we may maintain a precarious and 
inſulated exiſtence, by abandoning the Auſtrian Netherlands. 
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by betraying the treaties which fo juſtly attach us to the Em- 
peror, to Portugal, and to Ruſſia, by renouncing all Conti- 
nental intereſts and connections, and by expoling theſe if- 


lands to a long chain of pretended Republics, but of mad 
democracies, ſtretching from the borders of Denmark to the 
- foot of Italy? 


To what then are we to look? To the neceſſity forced 
upon us : to the continuance of the war, manfully and with 


redoubled energy; till our implacable and cruel enemy 


hall be brought to the poſition which alone can give to us 


an honourable and ſolid peace. And what is that poſition? 

He believed with regard to the enemy that it muſt be neither 

more nor leſs than a decided incapacity to maintain and pro- 
long the war, and he was diſpoſed to believe that ſuch an 


incapacity was not far diſtant. He was here well aware that 
ſome perſons might impatiently exclaim, that the downfall 
of the French finances had too long been predicted: that it 


had been looked for in vain week after week, month after 


month, and year after year. To ſuch perſons he would re- 


ply, that if the reſpective predicaments of the two countries 
were the reverſe of what they happily are; if the navigation, 
commerce, and revenues of France were proſperous, and 
thoſe of Great Britain involved in univerſal bankruptcy, ſtill 
we ſhould have no alternative as to our line of conduct: the 

enemy left us no choice between war and utter perdition. 
It was ſurely gratifying in ſuch an extremity to contemplate 


the unexhauſted vigour of our own reſources, and the extreme 
diſtreſs of our antagoniſt. And now he came to the point 
on which the noble Earl who ſpoke laſt had called upon 
him. He was ready at any time to enter into a full diſcuſ- 
ſion of the exiſting comparative reſources of the two coun- 
tries: he ſaw nothing in ſuch a diſcuſhon that ought not to 

carry comfort and confidence to the boſom of every Engliſh- 
man. At preſent he would content himſelf, ſo far as the re- 


ſources, proſperity, and the ſteady and honourable ſpirit: cf 
this nation are in queſtion, with a reference to the late ſub- 


ſcription loan of eighteen millions ſterling. The luſtre of 
that tranſaction was certainly not diminiſhed by the ſtrange 


objection of ſome of the noble Lords, who had ſaid that it 
Was a borrowing money under the market price. He would 


proceed to make ſome obſervations on the finances of- the 
enemy. And he could here appeal to the recollection of 
their Lordſhips, that he never had, through the courſe of 
this perilous war, ſhewn a diſpoſition to depreciate the means 
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of the French government, 0 long as that government pot» 


ſeſſed the reſource of terror, violence, confiſcation, and 
murder in the unexampled extent with which that reſource | 


had been employed, he never bad ventured to preſcribe limits 
to its faculties. He could not reaſon reſpecking them; there 


was nothing which bore analogy to them in the hiſtory of 
mankind. But M. Delacroix in his conference with Lord 
Malmeſbury has ingenuouſly confeſſed, that it is become 


impracticable to employ revolutionary powers; or in other 
words, that a deſpotic authority can no longer be exerciſed 
over lives and property. What then muſt be the conſe- 
quence ? Lord Auckland faid, that he would not attempt 
to point it out by calculations or by reafonings : he would 
ſtate it from the avowal of thoſe who beſt know tit, and who 


have felt themſelves forced to proclaim it to their unhappy 
country. He would ftate it verbalim from the preamble of 
the late meſſage ſent by the Directory on the foth of this 
month to the council of 500 for the purpoſe of enforcing, 

as the only remaining reſource, an expedient which every 
man who examined it, muſt pronounce to be fallacious 
and unproductive. The following is the preamble alluded 


6,6 — . | 
„Citizens Reprefentatives! The multiplied wants of 

& the Republic call your attention imperiouſſy to the un- 
& folding and employment of her refources. All the bran- 


e ches of the fervice, you know it, are in diſtreſs ; the pay 


« of the troops is in arrear ; the defenders of the country 
* are delivered over to the horrors of nakedneſs; their cou- 
« rage is enervated by the ſad fentiment of their wants; 
« diſguſt, which is the confequence, brings on defertion; 
ee the hoſpitals are without neceſſaries, without fuel, 


„d and without medicines ; the eſtabliſhments of charity 


8 expoſed to a ſimilar defolation, reject the indigent and 
« the infirm, for whom they had been the only re- 
« maining reſource. The creditors of the ſtate, the con- 
cc tractors who furnifh neceſlaries to the armies, can only 
4% obtain ſmall parts of the ſums which are due to them; 
« their diſtreſs deters others who might execute the ſame 
ce ſervices with more exactneſs, and with Jeſs expence 


4 the public roads are deſtroyed, the communications in- 


« terrupted; the public functionaries are without ſalaries, 
© from one end of the Republic to the other. We fee the 


« judges and the adminiſtrators, reduced to the horrid al- 
« ternative either of dragging on with miſery their own ex- 
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tt jſtence and that of their families, or of ſubmitting to diſ- 
| cc honour by ſelling themſelves to corruption; every waere 
c malevolence is active; in many places aſſaſſination is or- 
. 9 ganized, and the police without energy, without force, 
5 cc becauſe deprived of pecuniary means, cannot ſtop theſe 

« diforders.” _ „ | 40, 


Such my lords, (ſaid lord Auckland in concluſion) is the 
5 avowal of the French Directory! ſuch is the acknowledged 
1 ſtate of that country which has the preſumption to expect 
5 from us an implicit ſubmiſſion to her inſolence and madneſs; 


and which preſcribes to us principles of pacification abſurd 
and extravagant in their purport, diſhonourable with regard 
to our Allies, ſubverſive of the future balance of power in 


our commerce, calculated only to give a permanent triumph 
to the unexampled wickedneſs of the French revolution, and 
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ment among mankind! Rs | OY 

Earl Fitzwilliam arrainged the conduct of miniſters for the 
ſurrender of the original principle of the war, and ſaid, that 
he could neither ſupport the motion for the addreſs, nor the 
amendment. He inſiſted that the enemy had given no en- 


* oy % 5 
r 


retracted the inadmiſſible principle advanced in the note to 
Mr. Wickham, nor the offenſive decree of November 1792, 


rheir eſtabliſhed governments. No circumſtance had oc- 
curred to convince him that their former proud and danger- 
ous principle did not now exiſt in all its force. He inſiſted 


and illuſtrated his argument by referring to the conduct of 
France towards Genoa, Tuſcany, &c. He ſaid, he ſhould, after 
the preſent motion was diſpoſed of, move another amend- 
ment, in which he ſhould endeavour to rally the Houſe back 


conſiſtently with its own ſecurity, ceaſe to proſecute the 
war until France ſhould have ſubſided into a ſtate of ſafe ci- 
vilization. _ . 


Lord Hay (Earl of Ktnnoul) avowed his independency, and 


tion, without giving way to any bias or prejudice. The 
conduct of the enemy, in the courſe of this negociation, he 
conſidered as infolent in the extreme, and ſuch as ought to 
be reſiſted. If the conduct of the French Directory betray- 
ed an averſion to treat on fair and equitable principles, no- 


Europe, dangerous to our naval ſuperiority, deſtructive to 


eventually deſtructive of the whole ſyſtem of civil govern- 


couragement for opening the late negociation. They had never 


egnccuraging the people of other countries to riſe up againſt 


there could be no ſafety in fraternizing with ſuch people; 
do its principles, and to declare that this country could not, 


declared, that he came to meet the diſcuſſion of this queſ- 
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thing in his opinion, remained for this country, but, by the 
continuance of hoſtilities, to bring them to a calm and ſober 


diſcuſhon. The conduct of this country towards France, 
was manly and ingenuous. No ſooner did Britain diſcover 
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1 invective, ſucceeded in eſtabliſhing the general principle of 
We mutual compenſation ; yet, almoft as ſoon as this principle. 
i was admitted, it was retracted and rejected, by what 
he might call, the ltimatum of the enemy; for, upon this 
NN queſtion of compenſation, no ſooner was the enemy's re- 
11/8 Uinquiſhing the Netherlands (their poſſefſion of which was 
| 1 5 moſt dangerous to this country) introduced, than the go- 
I vernment of France refuſed to enter into any difcuffion, and 
broke off all further negociation. Nothing therefore, in his 
lJordſhip's opinion, remained but for this country to exert its 
vigour, and he truſted there would be found in it, ſufficient 
zeal to proſecute the war, rather than ſubmit to diſhonour- 
able and dangerous conditions of peace. | 
The Duke of Bedford inſiſted that his Majeſty's miniſters 
had fubſtituted aſſertions inſtead of arguments, and even 
theſe were in fome reſpects contradictory. By one, tlie 
attempt at negociation was ſpoken of in a manner ſuited to 
its lolemnity, and by another, it was treated as a mere experi- 
ment, calculated to amuſe a few of the people of this country 
one miniſter lamented the unfucceſsfulnefs of the ſteps taken 
towards paciſication; another obſerved, that ſome danger 
aroſe from the negociation itfelf ; whilſt, by another, it was 
aſſerted, that the French Republic was determined at all 
events to continue the war. By one, it was ſtated, that 
their finances were in a ruinous condition; and that nobſe 
ford had, in a ſpeech laſt ſeſſion, given a triumphant 
ſtatement of our commerce, and revenues, which it was 
clear was in ſome particulars an cribneous ſtatement, as 
it appeared differently in his printed ſpeech. The inte- 
rence obviouſly meant to be impreſed, was that the reſources 
of the enemy were exhauſtgg 3 whi'tt their determination 


1 that it poſſeſſed a government capable of negociating, than“ 
j il his Majeſty's miniſfers, diſdaining alt leffer confiderations, 
Jil! and laying aſide thoſe feelings which the conduct of the ene- _ 
{ | my tended to provoke, acted with real dignity, in their of- 
| | fers to meet that people and government with propoſals of | 
1117888 peace on equitable terms. The terms which France had 2 
i il formerly inſiſted on, in anſwer to Mr. Wickham's note, £1 
1118 were, indeed, totally madmiſhble, and contrary to the laws 5 
| j - of nations; but notwithſtanding this and other diſcourage- 1 
ö 1 | ments, Lord Malmeſbury, without returning invective b 3 


2 
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to continue the war went to prove that they ſtill had re- 


ſources left. The noble ſecretary had reflected .on the 


French Directory for refuſing to treat in a manner contrary 


to the conſtitution and treaties they had formed; whilſt he 


<onfidently aſks : Would you have this country violate its 


treaties with its Allies? One noble lord argues, that the 


negociation was not broken off in conſequence of any objec- 


tion occurring in the diſcuſſion itſelf, but on account of the 


baſis on which that diſcuſſion was to proceed, whilſt another 


declares, that that baſis had been laid down by them as the 
principle on which they had always offered to treat. OF 


theſe he was confident and feared no contradiction. His 
grace proceeded to animadvert on the converſation between 


"Lord Malmeſbury and M. Delacroix, and inferred, that his 


lordſhip, by hinting at an equivalent for the Netherlands, 


had in a manner admitted the plea of the Directory, and that, 


in contradiction to the treaties ſubſiſting between Great Bri- 
tain and her Allies; the French miniſter at the ſame time, 
by converſing about an equivalent, proved that he vir- 


tually admitted ſome equivalent migli be given. His opt- 


nion, his grace declared, was, that the Netherlands might 


be green up for an adequate confideration. Lord Malmeſ- 


bury, he obſerved, had requeſted a contre projet, whilſt, at 
the ſame time, he perſiſted in refuſing to enter upon any 


treaty in which the French were to retain poſſeſſion of the 
Netherlands. From theſe circumſtances, as well as that 


of lord Malmeſbury being leſt without a diſcretionary power 


in any matter of 1 importance, his grace inferred, that miniſ- 
ters were not ſincere in the propoſed negociation for peace. 
He thought, that before a renewal of the negociation, mi- 


niſters ought to have ſatisfied themſelves that the French 
Directory had departed from tlie principle they avowed, 


when they refuſed to treat with Mr Wickham. In his opi- 
nion, miniſters had not only created ſuſpicions ns to the ſin- 


cerity of their intentions, but even afforded quit grounds for 


accuſation. They had acted on a principle of augmenting 


the power of great ſtates, at the expence of thoſe which 
were weaker; ſuch, he ſaid, was their idea of remunerative 


5uſtice! by conſenting to fach a principle, Europe would 


link into a miſerable laybyrinth of deſpotic arrogance; & 4 
principle, on which” ſaid his grace, “I ſhall make no com- 
ment, but leave it to your conſciences to decide” 

Lord Auckland ſaid in reply, that when the noble duke 
ſo loudly profeſſed that he was not afraid of contradiction, 
he ought at leaſt to be afraid of giving juſt cauſe for contra- 
diction. The noble duke, therefore, would learn with con- 
cern chat he had totally misconceived the fact, when he ſup. 


” © polcg 
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poſed him (lord Auckland) to have conſidered and ſtated the 


late negociation “ as an experiment to amuſe a few people”. 
He had not ſtated it as a mere polilical experiment which 
might do good without much riſk of miſchief. On the con- 


 [Lonys, 


| trary, he had ſaid, and he could appeal to all who now heard 


him, that it was an experiment neceſſary to ſhew to theſe 


| kingdoms, and to all Europe, that the calamities of the war 
are prolonged by the obſtinacy of the enemy, from whoſe 


wickedneſs the war had originated. _ 


The noble duke had alſo ftept out of the preſent debate 
ſomewhat irregularly, to attack him for a. ſpeech which he 


had made in a former ſeſſion reſpecting the proſperous ſitu- 


ation of our commerce, navigation, and revenues. The 
noble duke had been pleaſed to fay, that ſome of the parti- 
culars delivered on that occaſion were erroneous. If it were 


meant to imply that there were intentional miſtatements, 
he denied that ſuch an aſſertion was founded. Uſeful and 
excellent accounts of the comparative circumſtances of the 
kingdom had been frequently publiſhed in the courſe of the 
The ſtatements which he had ſubmitted to 
their lordſhips in the laſt ſeſhon were for 1796, and the par- 


laſt 30 years. 


ticulars were taken either from papers at the time upon the 
table, or from other official documents of the day. He had 
afterwards printed them to ſhew their accuracy and to ſub- 
- ject it to the teſt of diſcuſ.ſoůon. 

It certainly was a pleaſing taſk to him to dwell upon 
the well-founded proof of the proſperity and reſources 
of the country; and therefore he begged leave to advert to 
a circumſtance which had eſcaped him when he ſpoke before 
in the preſent debate. A noble earl had talked of the depo- 
pulation of Birmingham, and of the general increaſe of bank-- 
ruptcies. As to the firſt of thoſe points, it was quite new 

to him, and he could at preſent only expreſs his belief that 
it had bcen greatly exaggerated and miſtated to the noble 
earl. As to the other point he was well prepared to aſſert 
that the noble earl had been much miſinformed. The fact 
3s that bankruptcies are fewer at preſent than in any former 

period. Aud for the truth of this aſſertion he could refer to 

the learned Lord on the Woolſack, who could beſt bear 
teſtimony to this proof of our proſperity. IS 

The Lord Chancellor left the woolfack, fe 

Lord Spencer riſing at the fame time, the Lord Chancellor 
gave way. The Earl ſaid, after what had paſſed he could 
not give a filent vote. He denied that Lord Malmeſbury's 
converſation with M, Delacroix was to be regarded, either 
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as the baſis of the negociation, or the cauſe of its being bro- 
ken off. The queſtion, his lordthip thought, might be re- 


duced within a narrow compaſs, and was ſimply this, whe- 


ther any country which wiſhes to maintain its independence, 
could go on with a negociation on the plan adopted by the 


French Directory? He denied the charge of infincerity in 


: the conduct of miniſters. Had this been the fact, they would 
have adopted another mode; inſtead of which, they had 


erſevered in their attempts to reſtore peace, notwithſtand- 
ing all the obſtacles which the enemy threw in the way. 
Though he could not allow that they were chargeable with 
any. act of humiliation, neither would he adnit that they 
had omitted the very firſt opportunity to manifeſt the ſince». 
rity of their diſpoſition to reſtore the bleflings of peace. 


From the moment that he firſt thought it right to give his 


ſapport to his Majeſty's miniſters to the utmoit of his power, 
as well as ſince he became one of the King's reſponſible fer- 


vants, his lordſhip declared that he had acted from one uni- 


form principle; he conſidered that the objects for which the 
war had been begun, and carried on, were, to ſecure the 


important intereſts of this country, to reſtore tranguillity to 
Europe, and to provide ſor the maintenance of that tran- 
quillity ; and though the French Directory had thought fit 
to put a violent end to that negociation, the object and 


views of his Majeſty's miniſters itil] contigued the fame. 
He could not he ſaid admit that Lord Malmeſbnry in his 
converſation with M. Delacroix, had propofed any ultimatum : 


the laſt note of the Directory was actually the beginning of 


the negociation on their part; and what was their propoſal? 
« You ſhall accept the baſis of our nev/-formed conttitution, 


which engrafts a conquered country into an integral part of 


our territories.” Were the laws and conſtitution of France 
to be paramount to the laws of Europe? The principle 
advanced by France would go to ſubvert all the known, 
recogniſed, and eſtabliſned laws of nations. Thus, whilſt 
the Directory are requiring an wtimatuy from us, they are, 


in fact, giving one themſelves. The only queſtion now for 


conſideration was, whether this country, by relinquiſhing 
the further proſecution of the war, would give up every 
thing valuable to its intereits ; every principle of good faith 
with its Allies; and abandon what has hitherto been reckon- 


ed the public law, not only of Europe, but of all civilized 


nations. By adhering to one conſiſtent principle, he did 
not yet deſpair of bringing our enemies to a better ſenſe 


WS 


xo WOODFAL!'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Uv. 
of what they owed to themſelves, and the tranquillity of Eu- 
rope. 

Ahe Duke of Bed, id explained, ind admitted Lord Auck- 
land's explanation reſpecting the late negotiation being an 
experiment to be correct, declaring that he had miſunderſtood 
the noble lord. 

The Lord Chancellor left the Wootfack, to call cbeir ond 
ſhips attention to the form and purport of the amendment, 
that had been moved by the noble Earl who ſpoke ſecond in 
the debate; an amendment ſo ſingular in its nature and fo _ 
extraordinary in its tendency, that having occafion from his 
— fituation in that Houſe to read it to their lordſhips, it excited 
his furprize ſomewhat more perhaps than it had ſurprized 
the Houſe, who might not have liftened to it attentively. 
Fe verily believed a dmilar inſtance could not be produced 
from the annals of the Britiſh Hiſtory, of an amendment 
| brought forward at the important eriſis of a negociation for 
peace abruptly put an end to (no matter how) and that cir- 
cCumſtance communicated to Parliament from the Throne, 
the apparent object of which amendment was to declare that 
the Houſe were determined to withhold their ſupport (Lord 
_ Guildferd, and the Duke of Bedford nodded their aſſent) to 
| His Majeſty in the continuance of the war. His lordſhip 
faid, he faw that ſuch was not merely its apparent, but the 
avowed object of it. Was it pothble for a Houſe of Parlia- 
ment at all attentive to the reſpect due to the Sovereign, and 
to their juſt regard for the intereſts of his people, when his 
Majeſty threw himſelf upon them for ſupport, to refuſe to af... 
ure him of their cordial concurrence in every poſſible means 
of evincing their attachment to his royal perſon, their zeal 
for the maintenance of his crown and dignity, and their 
firm determination to preſerve the honour and rights of the 
Britiſh nation. Could any gloomy imagination ſuppoſe 
fuch an avendanent could be adopted? What, his lordihip 
aſked, would be the effect of it in this country, and through- 
out Europe | He inſiſted that the amendment in detail was? 
no other than an exaggeration of the power of the enemy, 
encouraging to them, and depreſſuig to the intereſts of this 
country. The inference to be drawn from it was, that this 
country muſt ſubmit to whatever terms the enemy choſe to im- 
poſe; it tended to humble the nation before the Executive Di- 
rectory, and to invite them to put their feet upon our necks. 
The Lord Chancellor denied the noble earl's (Guildford) af- 
ſertion, that the memorial preſented to the French Directory 
Waa of e nature, for what he would aſk, could contain in 
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plain terms, a more ingenuous declaration of what England 


was diſpoſed to ſurrender, and what to demand in behalf of g 


her allies? But, whatever might be the relative value of 


the compenſation propoſed, they had never, in fact, been 
| brought under diſcuflion, 'I he propoſals of England towards | 


the enemy were numerous and liberal; though France had 


made no conqueſts from us, yet England propoſed” to ſur- 


render back all the conqueſts made from that power, or on 
on condition of her making ſuitable returns, of che con- 
queſts made from the Emperor; nor ought the proffered 


furrender to be under valued- His Lordſhip remarked, that 
the government of France had made no reply to thei me- 


morial which had been preſented; the queſtion of reciprocal 


compenſations had never beenfairby diſcuſſed ; inſtead. of 


this, they required an ultimatum within 24 hours; ; and, 
in the very act of doing fo, they recal the very baſis of 
the negociation, to which they had previouſſy agreed. 


Ile would put out of view the inſolence and arrogance of the 
language they had uſed, and content himſelf with obſerving, 
that their whole conduct and language diſcovered on their 
part a determination to avoid all diſcuſſion. Thus, ſaid his 
Toordthip, have the government of France barred and double 
barred the door of Negociation againſt you. Was the Houſe 

_ prepared to fend up this Amendment to the Crown, in pre- 


terence to declaring that they would not fubmit to a proud 
and arrogant enemy; ? Would they not rather ſhew that their 
Tpirit was equal to the occaſion, till ſuch time as the enemy 
was brought th diſcover a better tone of feeling, and to hold 


a more pacific language. 


Having been perionally 2 to by a noble friend of his, 
| (Lord Derby) was not errorne- 


ous in his afſextion that bankruptcies were daily encreaſing, 
he mult for a moment put hinzelf into the Court of Chan- 


cery, and declarè to their Lordſhips, that he knew the reverſe 
to be the fact. In the preſent year, the number was rather 
more than one-li{th leis than the average of the laſt twelve 


years. Until the beginning of December this year, the 
number was 724, and there might be about 40 or 50 more 


ſince; in all leſs than 800, whereas the average number of 
the laſt twelve years was about 1040. The wealth of this 
country was allo encreafing z this, his Lordfhip'inferred- from 
the ſurplus.05 monies brought into the treaſury of the Court 


of Chancery, amounting to 966,000]. of which he computed 
about a cle;r ſurplus of 800,000l. of actual wealth, wealth 


ſaved during the current year. He ridiculed the idea of 
2 4˙⁰ 


997 


— ——ů — 
— 2 4. 


"PIR, —— ͤ—-—e—¾ ee 
wo IA» ani At RE 
E. 
2 


— — — — 
— S 
2 2 — 
— — 1 
LO 


99% WOODTALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Lops 


ooo houſes in Birmingham being uninhabited out of 6500, 
the computed amount of thofe in the town, and ſaid, at no 
period were the manufactories more capital or flouriſhing than 
at preſent, nor was there any year in which the quantity of Eng- 
liſh goods exported was greater. Our national wealth and proſ- 
perity were immenſe. Subfcriptions to the loan of 18 millions 


had beert ſent up to a large amount from various country 


towns, even after the loan was filled up. Let this be fairly 
contraſted with the ſtatement of France as giren by the 
Directory themſelves, in the extract read by his noble 


friend (Lord Auckland). His Lordſhip concluded, by again 


inſiſting, that at no former period of Engliſh hiſtory, when 
negociations were broken off, particularly the conferences 
at Gertruydenberg) did thoſe who then oppoſed the miniſtry 

| ever think of bringing forward a motion like « that thing® | 
which he then held in hand. 


The Earl of Derby roſe to e and afſerted that what 


ke ſtated of the declining manufactories was but too true. 
Living in the county that he did, fo near to Mancheſter, he 
could vouch for the fact, that be had ſtated, viz. that the 


manufactories would only allow their men to Sork a reduced 


number of hours m the day, on account of the diminution 


of orders, and if the noble and learned Lord took his idea 


of the increaſe of our trade and commerce, from the 


amount of exports, he was epgregiouſly deceived, as it 


was a notorious fact, that the greater part of the Britiſh 


manufactures expor ted within the paſt twelve months, were 
now laying in warchoutes abroad unſold, perticularly at 


. Hamburgh, and that ſuch as had been ſold had been ſold 


frequently at a lofs of 25 per cent. With regard to the 


number of uninhabited houſes a Birmingham, he had been 


informed that 4000 out of 15000 houles (for that was the 


number he had ſtated, were uninhabiten) and he had no rea- 


fon to doubt the fact. 


Lord Hay (Earl of Kinnovul) faid, in the part of the am 
in which — lived, every thing afforded proofs of encreaſing 
manufacture and encrealing commerce. His Lordthip men- 

tioned the linen manufacture and the quantity of broads 
made in the courſe of the laſt twelve months, as undeniable 


evidence of the extent of his aſſertion. 


The Earl of Guildford ſaid, after having been ſo fully 
indulged before, he would not long treſpaſs on the time of 
the houſe, but he thought it neceflary to declare that he had 


not MENS lingle * to induce him to alter his opl- 
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nion or think leſs of the expediency and propriety, much 


more ſo meanly of « the thing, which the noble and learned 


Lord held in his hand,” as the noble Lord appeared to do, 


and therefore he ſhould perſiſt in defiring their Lordſhips 


to decide upon it. CET a | 
The Earl of Abingdon ſaid, he was an advocate for monar- 


chy, and had ſupported miniſters as long as he could, with 
due regard to what he owed his country, as an Engliſhman ; 
but in the late negociation, he did not believe they had been 
ſincere, and had the Directory of France been willing to truſt 
them, they would in his opinion have concluded merely a hol- 


low truce, a ſheww peace, rotten at the foundation, whatever 


gloſs it might carry in its appearance. Though an Antigal- 


lican born, he mult ſay, he thought the conduct of the 


French Directory _ and manly, while that of our mi- 
niſters was very muc 


who ſays, „ When I was a child, I ſpake as a child, I un- : 


the contrary. He quoted the apoſtle 


deritood as a child, I thought as a child, but when I became 


a man, I put away childiſh things.” Not ſo with the mi- 
niſter in whom he ſaw much of the ingenium puerile, but 


little or nothing of the ſenectutis ſipientia of old Chatham. 
'The queſtion being called for, a diviſion took place on the 
amenUment : 5 = | 


Contents 5 a Pe 4 
Proxies — — — 1 
N Non-contents = = 2 = 63 
Proxies PATE Pn — 23 
| —86 


Majority againſt the amendment „„ 78 5 


As ſoon as the proxies had been named and counted, and | 


the numbers declared, | 


Earl Fitzavilliam roſe and entered into a long argument 


_ preparatory to his propoſed amendments he took a curſory 


review of the tranſactions of the war, and compared them 
with the principles on which miniſters had originally tom-' 
menced it, in order to prove that they by no means correſ- 


ponded, and that noble friends of his who had agreed to ſupport' 


miniſters in the proſecution of the war, could no longer give 


them their ſupport with any ſort of conſiſtency. He ſingled 


out different meaſures and enterpriſes againſt the enemy 


that had been purſued againſt the French, as proofs of the 


wint of wiſdom that marked its conduct. He particularly 
reprobated the expedition to Quiberon, as an inſtance of 


error, for ever to be deplored. The emigrant corps fent on 
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that expedition were, he ſaid, made up of wretches chiefly 
taken out of jails, the very ſcum of French emigration. 
'The one hundred and thirty nobles choſen for their officers 
were, he admitted, well choſen, but it was apity to ſend out ſuch 
reſpectable men at the head of a ſet of well known republi- 
cans, ripe for treachery and every ſpecies of baſeneſs of 
which the moſt depraved were capable. He alluded to what 
paſſed and had been ſtated by Sir John Borlace Warren pre- 
vious to the troops landing, and after much reaſoning upon 
it, referred to his Majeſty's ſpeech in 1794, and his declara- 
tion at the ſame period, contending that nothing had hap- 
pened ſince to put France in a better ſtate, ſo as to warrant 
our negociating with her. He reminded their Lordſhips of 
the inſulting notification of the French Directory which had 
been alluded to, and which the Directory had thought proper to 
publiſh at the very firſt proſpect of a negociation with Great 
Britain, and aſked, if any man in his ſenſes could have after 
that imagined, that the Directory was: ſeriouſly inclined to 
liſten to any terms that this country could propoſe. Having 
argued cloſely upon theſe points, his Lordſhip concluded 
with moving the following amendment : | 
After propoſing to thank his Majeſty for ordering the 
neceſſary papers to be laid before the Houſe, the amendment 
proceeds to ſtate— | 

« That, not doubting a ſecure, permanent, and honourable peace, to have 
been ever his Majeſty's object and anxious deſire in this, as in every other war, 
we are however, convinced, by the beginning, progreſs, and events of the late 
negociation, that no future attempt of a ſimilar kind on our part can be wiſe, 
decorous, and fafe, until the common enemy ſhall have abandoned his hoftile diſ- 
poſition to all other ſtates, by ceaſing to place his own internal regulations above 
the publick law of Europe, to inſiſt that all others ſhall, in all caſes, ſacrifice the 
faith of their alliance, and the protection of their ancient and deareſt intereſts to 
the meintenance of his treaties, and the gratification of his ambition, and for 
cver to appeal to the people againſt their own lawful government. 

« That our preſent experience only induces us more ſteadily to renew our formes 
adherence to his Majeſty's royat declaration cf his great and beneficent views in 
| OQober 1793, which he was graciouſly pleaſed to communicate to us at the 
opening of the following ſeſſion in Jauuary 1794, "> 

That we ſhall never conſider the poſſeſſors of the power in bung (under 
whatever name or external form of government that power may be exerciſed) as 
capable of maintaining the ordinary relations of peace and amity, until they thall 
have diſclainzed in conduct, no leſs than in words, that ſyſtem, which having 
emanated from the original principle of the French revolutibn, ſtill continues 
to ernte in a more dangerous, becauſe 1 in a more ſpecious fokm, and which in 

| its 
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its addreſs to his Majeſty. in January 1794, this Houſe deſer bed as © a ſyſtem 
Aiſpoſing arbitrarily of the lives and property of a numerous people, violating 
every reſtraint of juſtice, humanity, and religion, —“ equally incompatible with 


mne hapf in is of that country, and with the tranquillity of all other nations.” 


„% "That we now, as then, eutreat his Majeſty to be perſuaded that in all our 
denlberations we ſhall! bear in mind the true grounds and origin of the war;“ that 
we thall © ever remember with juſt inJignation the attack made on his Majeſty 
and his allies, grzunded on rinciples which tend to deſtroy all property, to ſub - 


vert the laws and religion of every <civiized nation, and to introduce univerſally a a 
wild and deſtructive ſyſtem of rapine, anarchy, ard impi=ty,” and © that we 


ſhall, on our parts, perſevere with union and v gourin our exertions,” ſtill more 


than ever « ſenſible, that by diſcontinuing or relaxing our efforts, we could 
hardly procure even a ſhort interval of deluſive repaſe, and could certn: my never 


obtain either ſe urity or peace.” 


Earl Spencer roſe to 3 and afſured their Lordſhips he 
would not long detain the Houſe. He thought it neceſſary to 


declare that, when he felt it his duty as a friend to his 
country to give his ſupport to government, previous to his 
being a member of adiamittration, as well as ſince he had 
the honour to ſerve his Majeſty, he did ſo becauſe he thought 


France the unprovoked aggreſſor, and that the war was not 


only juſt and neceſſary, but alſo unavoidable. His principles 
had not however at any one period led him the extreme 
| length, to which the noble Earl's argument went. With 


regard to the conduct of miniſters, he was able to ſay, indeed 
he found himſelf bound to declare, that in the late negoci- 


ation they had done their utmoſt to effect, what his Majeſty 


had moſt lincerely at heart, an earneſt and anxious defire 
to reſtore this country and all Europe to peace, on terms 
equally juſt, honourable and ſolid. Having thus explained 


his own ſentiments he muſt give his vote againſt the amend- 
ment propoſed by the noble Earl. 1 
Lord Grenville ſaid, he perfectly concurred in the opinion 


which his noble friend had juſt delivered, and reminded the 


noble Earl who had moved the amendment, that ſo far from 
his Majeſty's miniſters having ever adopted the extravagant 


idea of waging a bellum internecionis agamſt France, that they 


had repeatedly difavowed any ſuch intention, and that 4 
noble Earl (the late Earl of Mansfield) whole tots they muſt 
all deplore, had in the very laſt ſeſſion of parliament refuted 
the calumny, and proved that no expreſſions of that kind had 


ever eſcaped the lips of his Majeſty's muuiiters, but that they 
ic from a noble Duke (the Duke of Grafton) not then 
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preſent. His Lordſhip ſaid, he ſhould certainly vote againſt 
the amendment. 

The queſtion was put upon the EIN and the not 
contents had it. 

The Duke of Bedford roſe, and PRE his coltvitiion; 
that this country could neither enjoy peace nor proſperity | 
without a change of men and meaſures. His intention was 
therefore to make a motion to that effect; but previous to 
this, he ſhould move for an enquiry into the ſtate of the 
nation. He propoſed therefore to make his motion on 
Monday fortnight, and moved that the Lords be ſummoned 
tor that day. 

Lord Grenville ſaid, he had no manner of objection to the 
enquiry propoſed by the noble Duke, but ſhould be ready to. 
meet it, whenever it ſhould be brought forward. He ob- 
jected however to the day e and therefore moved to 
alter it to an earlier day. 

The Duke of Bedford objected to any aheration. 

Lord G- enville withdrew his amendment, and the queſ—- 
tion was put on the Duke of Bedford's motion and the net 
contents had it. 

The Dide of Bedford ſaid, that after the decifion the 
Houſe had juſt come to, he felt himſelf entitled to alter the 
form of his intended alan, as well as the day for which En | 
had given notice. 

Lord Grenville then moved, that the Houſe adjourn to 

Tueſday the 14th day of February. _ Ordered. 

The Houle then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
 Frivay, December 30. 


Mr. r Litbread ſaid, that as it was generally known that a 
ſubſidiary treaty at preſent exiſted, and had done ſo for 
fome time, between his Majeity and the Prince of Hefle 
Darmſtadt, he was very much ſurprized ſo long a time 
ſhould have elapied without ſuch treaty, or a copy thereof, 
having been laid on the table of that Houfe. He therefore . 
hoped the honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
would explain the reaſon why that treaty had not been laid 
before the Houſe. 

> 'The Chancellor of the Sa ſaid that by ſome unex- 
7 peed circumſtances which had occurred, the ratiſications 
5 rl made had not been exchanged, which he believed was the 
© reaſon why that treaty had not been laid before the — 
r. 
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Mr. Whitbread moved, that a copy of the ſubſidiary 
treaty above-mentioned, ſigned on the gth June, 1796, be 
laid before the Houſe. 
Agreed to. adn eo | 3 
Mr. I/hitbread then ſaid, that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer had given repeated proofs that he was determined 
on every occaſion, that he thought proper, to fend the mo- 
ney of the people of this country out of the nation, for the 
purpoſe of ſubſidizing foreign princes, or tor any other pur- 
poſes which he liked, without the knowledge or content of 
parliament. The nature of this treaty led him to ſuppoſe, that 
amongſt the reſt of the princes, to whom money had in this 
way been remitted, there muſt almoſt of courſe be ſome to 
the Prince of Heſſe Darmſtadt. He therefore moved— __ 
That an accuunt be laid -{ore the Houſe of ſuch ſums, 
if any there were, as had been iJued to the Prince of Heſſe 
Darmſtadt, in conſequence of the ſaid treaty.” Agreed to. 
| | HIS MAJESTY'S MESSAGE. 
The Chancellor of the Iixchequer moved the order of the 
day for taking into coniideration his Majeſty's meſſage; it 
. being accordingly read from the chair, he addreſſed the 
bag Houſe to the followiug effect: _ „ - 
I am perfectly aware, Sir, in riſing upon the preſent 
Occaſion, that the motion which I ſhall have the ho- 
nour to propoſe to the Houle, in conſequence of his 
Majeſty's moſt gracious meſſage and founded upon the 
papers with which it was accompanied, involves many great 
and important conſiderations. Whatever difference of opts 
nion may be entertained upon ſomè of the topics which they 
contain, I am ſure there will exiſt only onc ſentiment with 
regard to the event which they announce. We muſt all 
concur in that deep and poignant regret which is naturall 
excited by the information that the negociation, in which his 
| Majeſty was engaged, is abruptly broken off, a negociation 
by which we foudly wiſhed, and perhaps might have fſan- 
guinely hoped, that upon terms of peace, which it would 
have been wile and prudent, and honourable in this country 
to have embraced, we thould at length have been enabled to 
have retired from a conteſt undertaken in compliance with 
the faith of treaties and for the defence of our allies; under- 
taken to repel the daring, and unprincipled, and the unpro- 
voked aggreſſion of the enemy; undertaken for the mainte- 
nance of our own independence and the ſupport of our own 
rights; undertaken for the preſervation of our conſtitution 
and laws, and in obedience to theſe principles of po 
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which the conduct of England has ſo long and ſo pgloriouſly 


been directed; undertaken from a union of all thefe cauſes 


and a combination of all theſe motives, to a degree for which 
the annals of. the world preſent no parallel. From the docu- 
ments of which the Houſe are now in poſſeſſion, and from 


the proceedings of which they are now enabled to judge, 1 
truſt it will appear, that if it was thought neceſſary to em- 
bark in the conteft upon ſuch urgent grounds and ſuch 


powerful conſiderations, his Majeſty's miniſters have evin- 
ced a perſeverance equally ſincere in their endeavours to 
reſtore peace to Europe upon fair, juſt, and honourable 
grounds, in ſpite of the diicouragements under which they 


laboured, and the dithculties with which they had to encoun- 


ter. To whatever cauſe however the failure of the negoct- 
ation is to be aſcribed, it muſt be matter of reg ret to all, and 
to nonc more than to myſelf. Whatever ſubject of per- 
fonal anxiety I may have had, in addition to the common fecl- 
ings of humanity and for the general happineſs of mankind, 
my ſentiments are only thoſe of diſappointment. But I feel 
with conſcious fatisfaction that this feeling of diſappointment 


is unaccompanied with any reflection, unmingled with regret, 


unembittered with deſpondency, as it muſt be evident to the 
world, that the event Which we deplore can be attributed 
only to the pride, the ambition, the obſtinacy, and the 
arrogant pretenſions of the enemy. I feel this conſolation 
annexcd to the taſk which we have now to perform, that we 
can come forward, not unaware of the dithculty, yet not 


diſmayed by the proſpect, prepared to review the fitua- 


tion in which we are placed, to aſk what are the cauſes 


from which the failure of the negociation proceeded, what 


opinion it authoriſes us to form, what conduct it requires us 


to purſue, what duty it impoſes upon us to diſcharge, and 


what efforts we are called upon to exert in our own defence, 


and what ſupport and aſffiltance policy demands that we 
thould grant to our allies for the vigorous and effectual 
proſecution of a conteſt in which we are compelled to 
perſevere? I do not know, whether the fame unaninuty 
will prevail upon the other point, which, though not fo felt 
evident rs is hardly more complicated in its nature. If 
in that neceſſity to which we are now ſubjected, of purſuing 
with vigour the war in, which we are engaged, we cat 
look for conſolation amid the ſacrifices with which it will be 
attended, to the original aggreſſion of the enemy by which it 


was occaſioned, to the conſideration that no endeavour has 


been omitted which can evince our earneſt and ſincere 
deſire of peace, that this ſentiment {till predominates to put 
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an end to the conteſt upon thoſe principles which alone can 
render that event defirable, which can ſecure a peace, ſafe, 
honourable, and permanent, which can reſtore thoſe bleſſings 
which it is calculated to produce, and thoſe advantages for 
which it is worthy to be deſired. If we have adhered to theſe 
conſiderations we have done every thing which it was in our 
power to perform, we have qualified ourlelves for your con- 
fidence, by an attention to the principles, by which ſuch 


a peace as this can only be attained. If we lament the 
failure of his Majeſty's exertions upon this occaſion, at 


leaſt we have not to regret that they have been wholly with- 
out advantage. They muſt prove to which party the 
prolongation of the war is to be imputed; they will 
tend at once to unite England and to divide France; they 


will animate our endeavours with new energy and new 


cmfidence, while they mult have the effect to enfeeble and 
to embarraſs the operations of the enemy. The queſtion is 
not merely how far his Majeſty's miniſters and thoſe to 


whoſe province it is committed to judge of the terms upon 


which peace ought to be concluded, and what offers are to 
be propoſed, a duty always attended with diſſiculty, but in 


the preſent circumſtances, peculiarly embarraſſed and unuſu- 
ally critical, acted properly in the conditions upon which 
they were willin 
were made had been rejected; when, inftead of yours, 
terms utterly inadmiſſible and glaringly extravagant were 


g to treat. After the propoſitions which 


ſubſtituted; when, to a preremptory rejection was added 
the refuſal of all farther diſcuſſion; when the negociation 


vas abruptly broken off and his Majeſty's ambaſſador waz 


ſent away; when all this is accompanied with a proceedidg 
{till more inſulting than the original diſmiſſal, when a condi- 
tion is reſerved, which is not even the ſemblance, but which 


ſtands undifguifed as the moſt glaring mockery of negocia- 
tion, it remains for the Houſe to judge whether any thing 


has been wanting upon the part of miniſters, whether any 
thing more is required to diſplay the ſentiments and the 
views of the enemy. It remains to be ſeen whether there 
are any gentlemen in this Houſe, who, as friends to peace, 
as friends to their country, who, conſiſtent with the principles 


of ſtateſmen, or the feelings of patriots, can diſcover ar y 
alternative in the ultimate Tine of conduct to be purſued, 


From the manner in which what I have now faid has been 
received, I hope it will not be, incumbent upon me to dwell 


more particulatly upon this topic, before I advert to others 


which come previouſly to be conſidered. The two leading 
os = poines 
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pcints which ariſe from the views connected with the 
ſubject in diſcuſhon, are, the ſentiment which it is proper 
to expreſs upon the iteps taken by his Majeſty for the pur- 
poſe of obtaining peace, and then combining the offers made 


with the rejection of the enemy, and the circumltances with 
which it was accompanied, what ſentiment parliament and 


the nation ought to entertain, with regard to the conduct 
neceſſary to be adopted for our own ſecurity, for maintain- 
ing the cauſe of our allies, and protecting the independence 
of Europe. After the communications which have already 
been made of the former ſteps taken by this country, and on 
the part of the Emperor for the purpoſe of bringing the 
conteſt to a termination, 1t would be unneceſſary to dwell 
upon the particulars of theſe tranſactions. I would beg 
leave, however, to remind the Houſe, that in March 1796, 
offers were made to the French government, by his Majeſty's 
envoy at Baſle, Mr. Wickham, to treat for a general peace, 
in a manner which of all others had been moſt uſual in a 


complicated war, a mode ſanctioned by cuſtom and juſtified 
by experience, which had been commonly found ſucceſsful 
in attaining the objects for which it was intended; yet this 


propoſal met with a refuſal, and was affected to be received 


a3 a mark of infincerity. We find the enemy advancing a a 
principle, to which I ſhall afrerwards more particularly 


advert; ſo manifeſtly unjuſt, and ſo undeniably abſurd, 
that whatever difference of opinion ſubſiſted upon other 
points there was no man living had the temerity to ſupport it. 
The queſtion upon the former diſcuſſions to which this tran- 
ſaction gave riſe, was, whether the principle to which I 


allude was fairly imputed ? In the anſwer to Mr. Wickham's 


note, when we found the government of France advancing a 
law of her own internal conſtitution, to cancel the obligation 
of treaties, and to annul the publick law of Europe, the only 
doubt was, whether it was fair and candid, upon ſuch a 


foundation, to aſcribe to the Directory the reality of ſuch a 
pretenſion? The principle itſelf I am ſure can never be 
ſucceſsfully defended upon any law of nations or any argu- 


ment of reaſon. The Emperor too, in ſpite of the refuſal 
with which the application of this country had been received, 
in ſpite of the diſcouragement which a new attempt preten- 
ted, did, at the opening of the campaign, renew the offers 
for negociating a general peace upon the principles upon 
which the propoſition of this country had been founded. In 
the courſe of this eventful year, fo chequered with remarka- 
ble viciſſitudes, before the ſucceſles of the enemy, which 
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unfortunately ſo rapidly followed the breaking of the ar- 
miſtice, and before the glorious tide of victory by which the 
latter period of the campaign had been diſtinguiſhed, many 
inſtances occurred for the application of their principle. he 
propolition of the Emperor however, was received nearly in 
the ſame manner with our own ; and even the anſwer which 
it produced was conceived in the ſame tone, and conveyed 
the ſame unfounded impuiation, excepting that there were 
ſome topics with regard to points of etiquette and differences 
about form. which upon the application of this country, had 
not been obſerved. till they were renewed upon the perufal 
of reports of certain proceedings in this Houſe, whether 
faithfully detailed or not I will not enquire. The anſwer 
which the Emperor received was, that he might ſend a 
Plenipotentiary to Paris to treat for a peace, conſiſtent with 
the laws and coniticution of the republick. Notwithſtanding 
the diſcouragement which the repeated experience of former 
diappointments was calculated to produce, his Majeſt 
retaining that deſire of putting a period to hoſtilities by 
which he was uniformly animated, felt ſome hope from the 
diftreſs to which France was reduced, and from the embar- 
raſſments under which ſhe laboured, that a renewed propoſal 
would be welcomed with a more friendly reception. To 
ſhew that the inveterate diſpoſition which the enemy had 
- manifeſted did not diſcourage his Majeſty from giving ano- 
ther chance of ſucceſs to his ardent withes, without having 
witneſſed any indication upon their part of ſentiments more 
pacific or more conciliatory, without their having diſcovered 
any retraction of the principles which had been advan- 
ed in reply to his farſt propoſal, his Majeſty determin- 
termined to try the experiment of a new attempt of negocia- 
tion, to the circumſtances of which 1 hall again recur. 
Upon many occaſions during the preſent conteſt it had been 
diſcuſſed, whether it was politic for this country to appeal to 
negociation in whatever circumſtancesthe enc my were placed? 
Gentlemen on the other fide were accuſtomed to preſs the ar- 
gument, that in no ſituation could negociation be humiliating, 
If a ſincere deſire of peace, it was ſaid, does exiit, there are 
modes of aſcertaining the diſpoſitions of the enemy, of mak- 
ing your wiſhes known, and making advances to the attain- 
ment of the object without involving any queſtion of eti- 
quette or provoking any diſcuſſion of forms.—Of all the 
modes then recommended, that of application through the 
medium of a neutral miniſter, was the molt approved. After 
the reception which the ſucceſſive propoſals. of this country 
Vol. I. 1796. | 4 H and 
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Pcints which ariſe from the views connected with the 


ſubject in diſcuſſion, are, the tentiment which it 1s proper 
to expreſs upon the iteps taken by his Majeſty for the pur- 
poſe of obtaining peace, and then combining the offers made 
with the rejection of the enemy, and the circumltances with 


which it was accompanied, what ſentiment parliament and 


the nation ought to entertain, with regard to the conduct 
neceſſary to be adopted for our own ſecurity, ſor maintain- 
ing the cauſe of our alles, and protecting the independence 
of Europe. After the communications which have already 
been made of the former ſteps taken by this country, and on 
the part of the Emperor for the purpoſe of bringing the 


conteſt to a termination, 1t would be unneceſſary to dwell 


upon the particulars of theſe tranſactions. I would beg 
leave, however, to remind the Houſe, that in March 1796, 


offers were made to the French government, by his Majeſty's 
envoy at Baſle, Mr. Wickham, to treat for a general peace, 
in a manner which of all others had been moſt uſual in a 
complicated war, a mode ſanctioned by cuſtom and juſtified 
by experience, which had been commonly found ſucceſsful 
In attaining the objects for which it was intended ; yet this 
propoſal met with a refuſal, and was affected to be received 
23 a mark of infincerity. We find the enemy advancing a. 


principle, to which I ſhall afterwards more particularly 
advert; ſo manifeſtly unjuſt, and fo undemably abſurd, 


that whatever difference of opinion ſubſiſted upon other 
points there was no man living had the temerity to ſupport it. 


The queſtion upon the former diſcuſſions to which this tran- 
ſackion gave rife, was, whether the principle to which I 
allude was fairly imputed ? In the anſwer to Mr. Wickham's 
note, when we found the government of France advancing a 


law of her own internal conſtitution, to cancel the obligation 
of treaties, and to annul the publick law of Europe, the only 
doubt was, whether it was fair and candid, upon ſuch a 


foundation, to aſcribe to the Directory the reality of ſuch a 
retenſion ? The principle itſelf T am ſure can never be 


ſucceſsfully defended upon any law of nations or any argu- 
ment of reaſon. The Emperor too, in ſpite of the refuſal 


with which the application of this country had been received, 
in ſpite of the diſcouragement which a new attempt preten- 


ted, did, at the opening of the campaign, renew the offers 


for negociating a general peace upon the principles upon 
which the propoſition of this country had been founded. In 
the courſe of this eventful year, fo chequered with remarka- 
ble viciſgitudes, before the ſucceſſes of the enemy, which 
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unfortunately ſo rapidly followed the breaking of the ar- 


miſtice, and before the glorious tide of victory by Which the 


latter period of the campaign had been diſtinguiſhed, many 
inſtances occurred for the application of their principle. Ihe 


propoſition of the Emperor however, was received nearly in 


the ſame manner with our own ; and even the anſwer which 
5 


it produced was conceived in the fare tone, and _conveyed 


the ſame unfounded impuiation, excepting that there were 


Tome topics with regard to points of etiquette and differences 
about form. which upon the application of this country, had 
not been obſerved. till they were renewed upon the perufal 


of reports of certain proceedings in this Houſe, whether 


faithfully detailed or not I will not enquire. The anſwer 
which the Emperor received was, that he might ſend a 
Plenipotentiary to Paris to treat for a peace, conſiſtent with 


the laws and coniticution of the republick. Notwithſtanding. 


the diſcouragement which the repeated experience of former 


diappointments was calculated to produce, his Majeſty 
retaining that deſire of putting a period to hoſtilities by 
which he was uniformly animated, felt ſome hope from the 


diſtreſs to which France was reduced, and from the embar- 


raſſments under which ſhe laboured, that a renewed propoſal 
would be welcomed with a more friendly reception. To 


ſhew that the inveterate diſpoſition which the enemy had 


maniteſted did not diſcourage his Majeſty from giving ano- 
ther chance of ſucceſs to his ardent withes, without having 


- witneſſed any indication upon their part of ſentiments more 


pacific or more conciliatory, without their having diſcovered 
any retraction of the principles which had been advan- 


ed in reply to his firſt propoſal, his Majeſty determin- 


termined to try the experiment of a new attempt of negocia- 
tion, to the circumſtances of which I thall again recur. 
Upon many occaſions during the preſent conteſt it had been 
diſcuſſed, whether it was politic for this country to appeal to 


negociation in whatever circumſtancesthe enemy were placed? 


Gentlemen on the other fide were accuſtomed to preſs the ar- 


gument, that in no ſituation could negociation be humiliating. 


If a ſincere deſire of peace, it was ſaid, does exiſt, there are 
modes of aſcertaining the diſpoſitions of the enemy, of mak- 


ing your wiſhes known, and making advances to the attain- 


ment of the object without involving any queſtion of eti- 
quette or provoking any diſcuſſion of forms.—Of all the 
modes then recommended, that of application through the 
medium of a neutral miniſter, was the moſt approved. After 
the reception which the ſucceſſive propoſals of this country 
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and of the Emperor, received at Baſle, the node of applica- 
tion by a neutral power, by that very power which had been 


again and again cited as an inftance of the good fait!; of the 


French government, and their reipect for independent ſtates, 


was at length adopted, and the Daniſh miniſter was pitched 
apon for this purpoſe. In this proceeding it was not the ob- 
ject to announce on what terms this country was willing to 


- conclude a peace, not to avoid any objections of etiquette, not 

to evade any diſcuſſion of preliminary formalities, but merely 
to aſcertain the point, Whether the Directory would grant 
paiiports to a confidential perſon whom his Majeſty was wil- 


ling to fend to Paris. The application was accordingly made 
by the Daniſh reſident, and after an interval of ſome days” 


delay, this ſtep was allowed to paſs in ſilence; to a written. 
Application no anſwer was returned, and at laſt a verbal notifi- 


cation was given, that the Directory could not liſten: to any 
indirect application through the medium of neutral powers, 


and that a Plenipotentiary might proceed to the frontiers, 


and there wait for the neceſſary paſſports. I would now aſk 


the Houſe to judge, if it had really been the wiſh of his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters to avail themſelves of the plauſible grounds 


for proceeding no farther, which were then preſented, which 
could ſo eafily be juſtified by a reference to the conduct of the 
French government, and by the diſpoſitions by which expe- 


rience had proved them to be guided, would they have been 
very eager again to try the iſſue of new attempts? But even 


to this they ſubmitted, and by a flag of truce ſent to the go- 


vernor of Calais, directly demanded the neceſſary paſſports. 
---Fhe Directory, now feeling the eagerneſs with which 


this country purſued the defire of terminating the conteſt by 


ee and, foreſecing the odium with which the re- 
fuſal would be attended, were compelled, I repeat, were 
compelled, to grant the paſſports, and thus to afford to his 


Najeſty the opportunity of preſenting the outline of the terms 


upon which peace might be reftored. Under circumſtances 
like theſe, with the experience of an uniform tenor of con- 
duct which teſtified the very reverſe of any diſpoſition to a 


cordial co-operation for the re-eſtabliſhment of peace, there 


was little hope that the French government would keep pace 


with the offers propoſed by this country, and it was foreſeen | 


that it would reſt with his Majeſty, after ſtimulating their r@ 
luctant progreſs through every part of the diſcuſſion, to en- 
counter the farther difficulty of propoſing ſpecific terms. In 
tlis embarraſſing ſituation the firſt thing to be done was to 
| — | | _ endeavour 
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endeavour to eſtabliſh what is at once conformabie to reaſon 
lanctioned by uſage, and agrecable to univerſal practice 


tince negoctation was firſt reduced to a ſyſtem; I mean fome 
baſis upon which the negociation was to be founded. How 
uſual ſuch a practice had been, it would be unneceſſary to 
argue; how realonable, it would be impoſſible to diſpute 
as it muſt be evident that ſuch a mode of procecding mult 


conduce to abridge the delay with which a diſcuſhon of this 


kind is apt to be attended, to afford a clue to that labyrinth 
of complicated intereſts that are to be conſidered, and to fup- 
ply ſome rule of ſtating mutual propoſitions. It would be 


equally unneceſſary, as this mode was to be adopted in ane- | 


gociation where we, for ourſcives directly, had ſo little to 
Alk, and for. our allies ſo much; and where the intereſts of 
Furope demanded ſuch important claims; where we had to 
treat with a country which had advanced principles that de- 
ſtroyed all former eſtabliſhments, that cancelled all received 
laws and exiſting treaties 3 that overthrew all experience of 
paſt proceeding. This baſis then was to be a baſis of com- 


penſation, not of ambition or aggrandifernent, but that com- 


penſation which was due for the conqueſts achieved by the 
walour and perſeverance of our forces from the acquiſitions 
gained by the enemy; a baſis than this I am confident more 


<quitable, or more juſt, better calculated to ſecure the inter- 


eſts of our allies, to maintain the independence of Europe, 
or more honourable to this country, never was propoſed. 


But whether this baſis be reaſonable or not, is "not now ſo 


much the enquiry, as another proof of the views of the ene- 
my is diſcloſed, and a freſh inſtance of the inveterate diſpo- 
ſition of the French government is difplayed. Before any 


explicit anſwer to the baſis propoſed was returned; when it 


was underſtood that it was to be rejected, Lord Malmeſbury 


is required, within twenty-four hours, to prefent his ih 


tum. It appears, however, from the able manner in which 


Lord Malmeſbury conducted himſelf upon this demand, that 


this demand was not inſiſted upon, and to his explanation, 
they replied only by an evaſive anſwer, which announced 


their refuſal of the baſis propoſed, and intimated the extrava- 


gant pretenſions they were deſirous to ſubſtitute. I will now 
put to the recollection of the Houſe the public diſcuſſions 
to which the ſubject of the baſis of negociation preſented to 
the French government gave riſe. I will not ſay that the 
public was unanimous, nor will 1 pretend to decide in what 
proportions it was divided. None, however, doudted that 
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this baſis would not be agreed to. In the public diſcuſſion to 


which the plan was ſubjected (by this I do not mean parlia- 


mentary diſcuſſions) and in the writings which it produced, 
particularly in the Metropolis, the argument maintained was, 
that the principle was unreaſonable, and ought not to have 


been offered. The Directory, however, thought proper to 


accept what it was argued in this country ought to have been 


refuſed, and the principle ct compenſation was admitted. 
Having, 1 truſt, thewn therefore, from the extorted confeſ- 
ſion which BY out of every a that the baſis of 
compenſ. tion Was accepted, there follow the particular terms) 
as far as they were the ſubject of negociation. It is a point 
well underitcod that the final terms to be conſidered as bind- 
ing upon the parties, never form a part of the original propo- 


ſition, What, however, is the caſe here? When the firſt 


advances were made by this country, they were met by no 
correſponding offers by the Directory, every difficulty that 


was ſtarted and removed, prepared only new cavils; the de- 


LC 


mands made by vs were accompanied by no diſcloſure of the 


terms to which they would accede. After a reluCtant ad- 
miſſion of the baſis they inſiſted upon a ſpecific ſtatement of 


the objects of con mpenſation. Under circumſtances fimilar 
to thoſe upon which the negoctation was begun, the diffi- 
cultics with Which it is . muſt be obvious, and the 

common pract ice has becn, as far as poſlible, to divide them, 


to ender the ſtatement of terms mutual, to give reci ;procally, 
and at the ſame time, the explanations, the conceſſions, and 
the demands upon which. cach party is diſpoſed to inſiſt. 
The propr 10 iy of this is obvious. Without ſuch a mode of 


proceeding it is impoſſible to know what value the one ſets 
upon a particular concefion, or a particular acquiſition, and 
upon what conditions this is to be abandoned, and how the 


other is to be compenſated. This ditfculty obtains in all 
negotiations, more ps rticularly where doubts are entertained 


of the lincerity of the party with whom you have deal, but 


moſt of all when no advance, no reciprocal offer is made. 
How difficult then muſt it have been under all the circum- 
ttances of this caſe to Produce. ſpeciſic terms with any prob- 


ability of ſueceſs or advantage. Yet the ſame motives which 
Had induced his Majeſty on former occaſions to ſurmount the 
obſtacles preſented by the enemy, induced him here likewiſe 
to remove every pretence of cavil. Plans were given in, 
ſigned by Lord Malmeſbury, ſtating likewiſe terms for the 
allies of this COUNTY: In the outline, two things are to be 
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kept ſeparate and diſtinct, the compenfations demanded for 
our allies, and thoſe which were inrended to protect the 


balance of Europe. I nced not argue again that a baſis of : 
compenſation is reaſonable; that I am entitled to aſſume as 


admitted; but to what enormous extent it was retracted, I 
am now to ſtate. During that period of adverſe fortune 


which has ſince by the valour and glory of the gallant Im- 


perial army fo remarkably been retrieved, conſiderable 
poſſeſſions belonging to Aullria and other ſtates were 


added to the acquiſitions of the enemy. On the other, 
the ſuccefs of our brave troops, retarded in particular 


ouarters by ſome untoward circumſtances, though not ob- 
{tructed, had added to our diſtant poſſeſſions, and extended, 
by colonial acquiſitions, the fources of our commerce, our 
wealth, and our profperity, to a degree unparalleled even 
in the annals of this country. Feeling the preſſure, which 


the war, no doubt, gave to our commerce, but fecling too that 


it neither affected the ſources of our commerce, nor would ul- 
ti nately retard the full tide of our proſperity, I was con- 
vinced that the temporary embarraſinents which occurred, 


were leſs the effect of a real diitreſs, than of an accidental. 


derangement arifing from our encreaſing capital and extend- 
ed commerce. In looking round you diſcovered no ſymp— 
tom of radical decay, no proof of conſuming ſtrength, and 
although I have been accuſed of advancing a paradox, while 


Ll advanced this propoſition, I am convinced that the embar- 


raſſment ſtated as an evidence of decline, was a proof of the 


reality and the magnitude of our reſources. This I do not 


2dvance as any reaion for terminating the conteſt upon ſuch 
equitable cont dtions as the intereſt of Europe, and the hon- 
our of this country might have accepted, if it could have 


been obtained, but I do it in order to thew that our reſources 


are worth contending for, that we ought to ſubmit to no ſur- 
render of the intercits of Europe, or of the ſprings of our 


proſperity, and that we are not bereft of the means of conti- 


nuing the exertions by winch they are to be defended. But 


what a ſtriking contraſt does your ſituation exhibit to that of 
the enemy to wh om you are oppoſed ? While your tempo- 
rary embarraſſment are a proof of your real proſperity, the 


proofs of their ruin and miſery entailed by the extraordinary 


expedients to which they had recourſe, and which enabled 
them to carry the ſume devaſtation over ſo great a part of 
Europe, are at leng th arrived at a criſis which mult preclude 
the poſſibility of continuing the ſyſtem. Though the predictions 


which have been made upon this ſubject, may hitherto have 


been 
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been diſappointed, vet the general poſition of the difficulties 
to which ihe was reduced, cannot be controverted by any 
ene who looks attentively at France; and it will hardly be 
denied that the prellure has been felt more ſeverely by her 
than by any other ſtate. I will not revert to the ſpeculations 
concerning the failure of that ſy{tem, yet the progreſs of the 
cauſes of decay which it has produced are now felt by that 
country, though they have not been conſidered by her pre- 
fent rulers. I have fometimes been accuſed of relying upon 
far-fetched calculations, upon ingenious theories which were 
not applicable to the caſe, and proved nothing, and, I have 
been told, were contrary to the fact. When that country per- 
ſeveres in the'preſent conteſt, and in the means by which it 
rs ſupported, not for any purpoſe of intereſt, not upon any 
pretence of ſeli-defence, not upon any neceſſity which re- 
pelling unjuſt aggreſſion might demand, but when they con- 
tend for purpoſes of undiſguiſed ambition, for extended ag- 
grandizement, for dictatorial principles of policy, I may be 
allowed to ſay, and upon the authority too of thoſe who rule, 
that the reſources of France are inadequate to her deſigns, 
and her means unequal to the ſupport of her pretenſions. 
After the diſtreſs which has been announced in every branch 
ef their military ſervice, when their finances are incompe- 
tent to the diſcharge of the intereſt of their debt, to the ſup- 
port of their charities, to the maintenance of their police, 
and, in ſhort, for any thing but « the organization of affaſ- 
fination,” and theſe are the words of a late me&age to one 
of the Legiſlative bodies. I am warranted to aſſert this is not 
a country to which Europe muſt ſuppliantly bow the knee, 
and from which it muſt ignominiouſly receive the law. If 
theſe conſiderations would not have juſtified this country 
in refuſing to treat unleſs upon the principle of reſtoring to 
the Emperor the territories of which he has been ſtripped, at 
leaſt it is ſufficient reaſon to entitle us to refuſe to the French 
Republic in the moment of debilitated power and exhauſted 
reſource, what we ſhould have diſdained to grant to France in 
the proudeſt days of her proſperous and flouriſning Monarchy. 
It was reaſon enough why we thould not deſert our allies, not 
abandon our engagements, and way we ſhould not agree to 
yield up to France for the pretence of preventing future wars, 
what for two centuries our anceſtors thought it wiſe to con- 
tend to prevent the French from obtaining poſſeſſion; and 
why, after the recorded weakneſs of the Republic, we 
OT: | | | ought 
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ought not to reſign without a ſtruggle, what the power and 
the riches of France in other times could never extort. What 
then were we to attain by the conqueſts we had achieved? 
For ourſelves, we had nothing to aſk. Were we to ſtipulate 
to be allowed to retain our ancient poſſeſhons, and to enjoy 
our eſtabliſhed conſtitution to reſiſt every pretenſion to die- 
tate to our internal policy? Theſe do not reſt upon the per- 
miſſion of the enemy; they depend upon the valour, the in- 
trepidity, and the patriotiſm of the people of this country, 
which they will maintain without condition, and enjoy with- 
out dependence. The faith of treaties, to which we were 
pledged, and the inviolability of the engagements by which 

we were bound, could induce us to agree to ſuch terms of 
peace alone which the intereſt of our alles and of Europe re- 
quired. And could we On aik leſs than the reſtoration of 
the Emperor's poſſeſſion I do not ſay how far it might 
have been poſlivie to acce cat leſs, but whatever might have 


been the diſpoſition of the Kmperor to peace, would he have 


been content to agree to inferior terms, when the campaign 
was not yet cloſed, when the enemy were yet ſtruck witk 
the effects of the bril liant and glorious ſucceſs with which 
the Imperial arms have lately been attended, when the ex- 
ertions in Italy 2 night have been e to communicate to 
the affairs of Auſtria in that quarter, the ſame tide of victor 
by which the frontiers of Ge many were diſtinguiſhed 2 
Could we have aſked leſs, conſiſt ently with the good faith 
we owe to that ally, to whoſe excrtions and to whoſe victo- 
rics we have been fo much indebted z that ally to whom we 
are ſo cloſely bound by conge nial feclings, with whom wa 
participate in the glory of adverſity retrie eved, and of proſpe- 
rity reſtored ? In doing this, Lam confident the Houſe will 
agree in thinking that we do not do too much. By the terms 
propoſed, all the territory between the Rhine and the Moſelle 
was to be ceded by France, lubject to future modification. 
When the French conqueſts in It taly were ſtated as objects of 
reſtitution, it was not m that to be inferred that Savoy and 
Nice were to be included, for in no geographical view could 
they be conſidered as competent parts of that country. But 
though all the demands of conceſſion were advanced under 
the principle of future modification and arrangement, the 
demand of the reititution of the Netherlands was conſidered 
as the point in which no relaxation would be admitted. But 
even theſe were to be {abject to its application, provided no 
part of them vas to be allotted to France. In the application 
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of this principle, what was the conduct of this country? 
Not a partial, but a general offer of all the important con- 


queſts we had gained, was made under the articles of 


compenſation to be given in return, and with a particular 
exception, If the baſis of compenſation then be admitted, was 


this a fair, juſt, and liberal offer, one that beſpoke ſincerity, 


which provided for che general intereſts of Europe, which in- 
vited free and candid diſcuſſion? The deſtructive ſyſtem purſued 


by France with regard to her colonies, has no doubt greatly di- 


miniſhed the value of her ſettlements, as well in their pre- 
ſent produce as to a certain degree in their future utility, but 
ſtill if it is conſidered how much of the future commercial 


proſperity of that country muſt depend upon her regaining 


theſe conqueſts, and the value to which with care they ma 

yet be raiſed, the worth of the compenſations propoſed by 
this country may then be eſtimated. St. Domingo, Marti- 
nique, St. Lucia, Tobago, offered to be reſtored, and in the 
view of real importance it may well be doubted whether it was 


not a bold ſtep to propoſe fo great a ſacrifice? And were we 
not acting on principles of good faith to our ally, and for the 
general intereſts of Europe, inſtead of views of aggrandiſe- 
ment, it would be more natural to ſuſpect the wiſdom of the 


ſurrender, than to doubt the fincerity of the object. Still, 


however, under all theſe propoſitions the reſerve is made of 


future diſcuſſion. With regard to the Spaniſh part of St. 
Domingo, the French government denies the fairneſs of this 
ſtatement as an article of compenſation, which they already 


claim upon a diſſerent principle. The French government 
pretend to keep it upon the footing of poſſeſſion. But have 


they actually the poſleſſion? No. In all probability at this 
moment they have not a ſingle inch of it. Have they right by 
title? No; for thoſe from whom it was derived had no title 


to convey. You have the right to pronounce a negative upon 
that tranſaction, and yet the French talk of the ſolemn ſtipu- 


lation in the treaty of Utrecht as of no avail, and by a kind 
of reverſe of preſcription this treaty, forſooth, is to have no 
force becauſe it has exiſted near a century, and Spain is to have 
the right to violate its engagements in 1796, becauſe ſince the 


year 1713, they have maintained them with fidelity, engage- 


ments which have been renewed at every treaty concluded 
fince that time, particularly in 1783. It is ſaid that this treaty is 


not binding, becauſe it was violated by this country in 1763; 
but can the ceſſion of Penſacola, which was made by the 


agreement of the two parties, give either of them the right 
to tranſact ſeparately with a third party what they are pro- 
= Sy 5 hibited 
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hibited by treaties from doing? And I would aſk the Houſe 


whether in ſuch circumſtances the Spaniſh part of St. Do- 


mingo does not properly come in as an article of compenſa— 


tion? With regard to our allics, the terms propoſed come 


next to be conſidered. Holland conſtrained by France to en- 


ter into the war, muſt now be conſidered as the enemy of this 
country. She cannot, however, forget that we were once 


connected as friends, and were it pollible to reſtore Holland 
to her real rank in the ſeale of Europe, to her former impor- 


tance, to her former ſtate of ſecurity, could we withdraw her 


from the dominion of the principle by which the has been 


overwhelmed, perhaps we ſhould not be very rigid in the 


ſettlements of the acquiſitions we have made at her expence. 


But though in the confideration of Holland as a friend, it 


might be a queſtion how they were to be given up, and whe- 
cher in the view of ſecurity ſome of them might not be better 


in our cuſtody than in her's, yet this point was now no 


longer to be taken as the ſtandard by which we are to 
be guided. 


'The continental poſſeſſions which France has acquired "EWA 


Holland, might perhaps be ſubject of diſcuſſion in what man- 
ner they were belt to be arranged at once for the intereſt of 


Holland and of the allies. But theſe and the conqueſts made 


by this country, muſt be conſidered, in the view of reſtitution, 
as merely an addition to the French power. We ought to 


confider that the poſſeſſions with regard to which no relaxa- 
tion was to be admitted, were to be retained, that they might 
not become acquiſitions to the French government. In re- 
ſuſing to yield them up, we only refuſe to put into the hands 
of the enemy the means of carrying into effect the deep laid 
ſchemes of ambition they have long cheriſhed, and the plan 
they have conceived of undermining our Indian Empire, and 


deſtroying our Indian commerce. To the Houſe, therefore, 

_ 1 again appeal, whether the unſolicited offer of conceſſion, 
made by this country in the krik moments of negociation, 
was not a proceeding fair and candid, evincing at once the 
juſtice of our pretenſions, and the fincerity of our views. In 
return to the ſtatements of compenſation propoſed by this 


country, the French government preſented no project. of their 
own, they afforded no room for diſcuſſion, becauſe they were 
actuated by motives very diſtant from conciliation. This much 

I have thought it neceflary to ſtate, in vindication of the cha- 


racter of myſelf and colleagues, and in defence of the con- 
duch of the, negociation, that the Houſe might be enabled to 
Vor. J 1796. 4 1 judge 
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judge how the object had been purſued, that they might ſee 


that we never loſt fight of the idea of a peace advantageous 


for our allies, ſafe for Europe, and honourable to this coun- 


try. With regard to any ſpecific terms of peace, which it 


might be proper to adopt or refule, I do not think it would 
be wiſe for the Houſe to pronounce. This may ſtill be con- 


ſidered as a dormant negociation, capable of being renewed, 
and it would be impolitic to give a pledge to any ſpecific 
terms which, in point of fact, has never been adhered to by 


parliament, and which has never been incurred without 
raſhneſs. No man can be pledged to any particular ter 
becauſe in theſe he muſt be guided by a view of collateral 


circumſtances, and a comparative ftatement of reſources. 
All that I wiſh parliament to pronounce is, that they will 
add its teſtimony to the ſincerity with which his Majeſty en- 
deavoured to reſtore peace to Europe, and its approbation of 
the ſteps which were employed for its attainment, But even 


after their rejection of every propoſition that was advanced, 


after all the difhculties they ſtarted, after all the cavils 
they employed, after all the diſcouragements which 


they preſented, after the French government had been 


compelled to open the diſcuſſion, the firſt thing that 


happens, after c:villing upon the note containing fpecific 
by Lord! a captious demand is made to have it ſigned 

Lord Malmeſbury, which is complied with to deprive them 
of every pretence for breaking off the negociation; they then 


demand an ultimatum in twenty-four hours. The impoſſibili. | 
ty of complying with ſuch demand is obvious, Was it poſ- 


ible to reconcile diſcordancies, to ſmooth oppoſition, or pro- 


mote. good underſtanding in this manner? Does it come 
within the ſcope of the negociation ? Is an ultimatum, which 
means that demand which is to come the nearcit to the views 
of all parties, and to ſtate the-loweſt terms which could be 
offered, thus to be made out at random, without knowing 
what the enemy would concede on their part, or what they 
would prefer on ours? A propoſal, drawn up in ſuch a man- 

ner, without explanation, without information, could not 


fucceed. It is a demand. contrary to all reaſon and to all 
principle. With ſuch a demand, therefore, it was impoſhble 


Þ comply, and in conſequence of this lord Malmeſbury re- 
ceived orders to quit Paris in forty-eight hours, and the ter- 
ritories of the Republic as ſoon as poſſible. | 


Perhaps, however, I ſhall be told that the negociation is 
not © broken off, and that the French- n hars pointed 


out 


* 
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out a new baſis upon which they are willing to proceed. 
There are two things upon this ſubject not unworthy of conſi- 
deration. The time at which they propoſe this new baſis, 
and what ſort of baſis it is that they mean to propoſe. After 
having approved and acted upon the baſis propoſed by his 
Majeſty's government; after having acknowledged, and to 
all appearance cordially acquieſced in it, as the ground of 
negociation; after having demanded an v/t;matum at the 
very commencement of this negociation, and before any diſ- 
cuſſion had taken place, to be delivered into the Directory, 
in the ſpace of twenty-four hours; and after diſmiſſing the 
ambaſſador of the King with every mark of ignominy and 
| Inſult, they propoſe a new baſis, by which the negociation 
is to be carried on by means of couriers. And what is the 
reaſon they aſſign ſor this new baſis ? Becauſe Lord Malmef- 
bury acted in a capacity purely paſſive, and becauſe he could 
aſſent to nothing without diſpatching couriers to obtain the 
ſanction of his court. Here one cannot help remarking the 
ſtudied perverſeneſs of the temper of the French government. 
When a courier was diſpatched to Paris, at the inſtance of 
the miniſter of a neutral power, in order to get a paſsport 
from the French government, it was denied. A courier 
could not even obtain a paſsport, though the application was 
made to the Executive Diractory through the medium of the 
Daniſh miniſter. 'The requeſt of the Daniſh miniſter was 
not enough; nothing could fatisfy them but a Britiſh mi- 
miſter. Well, a Britiſh miniſter was ſent. At the com- 
mencement of the negociation he had occaſion frequently to 
ſend diſpatches to his court, becauſe it is very well known 
that there are a great number of difficulties which attend the 
opening of every negociation, and becauſe Lord Malmeſbury 
had been ſent to Paris before the preliminaries, which are 
_ uſually ſettled by means of couriers, were arranged. While 
theſe preliminaries were in a courſe of ſettling, Lord Mal- 
meſbury's preſence was barely endured, and the frequent 
diſpatches of his couriers were ſubjeCts of animadverſion, 
but no ſooner were theſe preliminaries fettled, and the Britiſh 
miniſter delivered in a projet, when there was leſs neceſſity 
for diſpatches and couriers, when the period for diſcuſſion 
was arrived, when the perſonal preſence of an ambaſſador _ 
wat particularly neceflary, and when the King's miniſters 
announced to the French government that he was prepared . 
to enter into diſcuſſion upon the official memorial containing 
his projet, then he was ordered to quit Paris and to leave the 
 negociation to (be carried on 2 means of couriers. Such 
We r is 
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is the preciſe form, and it was impoſſible to deviſe a bet- 
3 ter, in which a ftudied inſult,” refined and matured by 
the French Directory, was offered to his Britannic Majeſty. 
I now come to ſtate the broad plain ground on which the 
queſtion reſts, in as far as the terms upon which they were 
invited to treat on this frew baſis are concerned. After 
having ſtated a variety of captious objections at the openin 
of the negotiation, after the preliminaries were with 857 
| difficulty adjuſted, after an u/timatum was demanded, almoſt 
i before diſcuſſion had commenced, after the King's miniſter 
| was ordered in the molt inſulting manner to leave the terri- 
I; tories of France, after a retraction by the Executive Direc- 
tory of the original baſis of negociation and the ſubſtitution 
of a new one in its place, they demand not as an altimatum, 


| but as a preliminary, to be permitted to retain all thoſe ter- 
x | ritories of which the chance of war has given them a tem- 
F porary poſſeſſion, and reſpecting which they have thought 


17 


proper, contrary to every principle of equity and the received 
laws of nations, to paſs a conſtitutional law, declaring, as 
they interpret it, that they ſhall not be alienated from the 
Republic. Now whether this be the principle of their con- 
ſtitution or not, upon which I ſhall aftewards have occa- 
ſion to make ſome obſervations, it was at leaſt natural to be 
ſuppoſed that the principle had been virtually ſet aſide when 
the former baſis of negociation was recognized by the French 
Directory, for it muſt have been a ſtrange admiſſion of the 
principle of reciprocal compenſation indeed, if they were 
obliged by the rules of their conſtitution to retain all — 
thoſe conqueſts which we were moſt bound in duty and in 
honour to inſiſt upon their giving up, (not by any myſtery | 
of a new conſtitution, which is little known, and even 
among thoſe who know it, of doubtful interpretation, but 
by public and known engagements) and if they were under 
the ſame conſtitutional neceſſity, which they certainly are, 
of demanding reſtitution of thoſe colonies formerly in their 
poſſeſſion, but which they have loft in the courſe of the war. 
"Notwithſtanding however, the difavowal of this principle in 
the admiſſion of the former baſis of the negociation, it is 
now alledged as a ground for the prettenſion, that they are 
entitled as a matter of right to demand from this country, 
not as an zltimatyum, but as a preliminary to the difcuſſion 
of any articles of treaty, that we ſhall make no propo- 
fals inconſiſtent with the laws and conſtitution of France. 
know of no law of nations which can in the remoteſt degree 
countenance ſuch a perverſe and monſtrous claim. The 
PS ny e ' annexation. 
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annexation of territory to any ſtate by the government ot 

that ſtate, during the continuance of the war in which they 
have been acquired, can never confer a claim which ſuperſedes 
the treaties of other powers, and the known and public ob- 
ligations of che different nations in Europe. It is impoſſible, 
in the nature of things, that the ſeperate act of a ſeperate 
government can operate to the diſſolution of the ties fubſiſt- 
ing between other governments, and to the abrogation af 
treties previouſly concluded. And yet this is the pretenſion to 
which the French government lays claim, and the acknow- 
ledgment of which they hold out not as an lfimatum, but as a 
preliminary of negociation to the King of Great Britain and 
his allies. In my opinion there is no principle of the law of 


tions clear than this, that wheu, in the courſe of war any 


nanation acquires new poſſeſſio ns, that ſuch nation has only 
an inchoate right to them, and that they do not become 
property till the end of the war. This principle is incon- 
trovertible, and founded upon the nature of things. For, 
ſuppoſing polleſhons thus acquired to be immediately annexed | 
to the territory of the ſtate by which the conqueſt was made, 
and that the conqueror was to inſiſt upon retaining them, 
becauſe he had paſled a law that they ſhould not be alie- 
nated, might not the neighbouring powers, or even the 
hoſtile power, aſk—Who gave you a right to paſs this law ? 
What have we to do with the regulation of your municipal 
law? Or, what authority have you, as a ſeperate. ſtate, by 
any annexation of territory to your dominions, to cancel 
exiſting en and to deſtroy the equilibrium eſtabliſhed 
among nations? Were this pretenſion to be tolerated, it 


would de a ſource of eternal hoſtility, and a perpetual bar 
to negotiation between the contending partics 3 becauſe the 
pretenſions of the one would be totally irreconcileable with 
| thoſe of the other. This pretenſions in the inſtance of 


France, has been as inconſiſtent in its operartions as it, 
wWas unfounded in its origin. The poſteſſipns which they 
have loſt in the Weſt Indies in the courſe of the war, they 
made independent republicks, and what is ſtill; more ſin- 
gular, Tobago which they have loſt in the war, and which 
is retained by Britiſh arms, is a part of findiviſible 

France. I ſhould not be ſurpriſed to hear that Ireland, 


- 3nt conſequence of the rumour which has been circulated of 
' rheir intention to attempt an 1 upon that country, 


is conſtitutionally annexed to the territories of the Republic, 


or even that the city of Weſtmuiſter is a part of the, indi- 
e France. There] is a diſtinction, no doubt, between the 


Netherlands 


e R_———— _ 
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vernment in holding out the principle as operating upon the 
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Netherlands and the Weſt India iſlands, but it whimſically 


happens that this principle of law, that this conſtitutional 


pretenſion is leaſt applicable to thoſe poſſeſſions upon which 
it is held out as operating by the French government, and 
that the Auſtrian Netherlands, even by the letter of their 


own conſtitution, ought to be exempted from its operation. 


Town I am little qualified to read a lecture upon the French 


conſtitution, and perhaps I ſhall be accuſed, in my interpre- 
tation of it, of pretending to under{tand it better than they 


do themſelves. Here I muſt remind my accuſers, however, 


that even M. de la Croix, that great maſter of the law of 
nations, allows that, on this point, the conſtitution is not 


perfectly clear; and gives that particular interpretation of 
it upon the authority of the beſt publiciſts. I again repeat 


it—that, in diſcuſſing the terms of a treaty with France, I 
am not obliged to know either her conſtitution or laws, be- 
cauſe it was unreaſonable for her to advance a pretenſion 
upon a foundation inconſiſtent with the received law of na- 
tions and the eſtabliſhed nature of things. But it will de- 


monſtrate their inſincerity and the ſhallownefs of the ſub- 


terfuges to which they have been obliged to have recourſe, 
if I can ſhew that no ſuch law is in exiſtence, and that their 


conſtitution leaves the government entirely at liberty to 
diſpoſe of the poſſeſſions which they have acquired in 


war in any way they may think proper. I have looked 


through this voluminous code [holding a copy of the conſti- 


tution in his hand}, and I think it may be conſidered as 


an inſtance that a conſtitution upon paper, digeſting and 
regulating the conduct of municipal juriſprudence as well 
as of foreign relations, does not lead to the beſt application 
of the true principles of political ceconomy. In the copy of 
their conſtitution all I find upon the ſubject is a declaration 
that France is one and indiviſible, which is followed by a 


long lift of departments. And here I would recommend it 
to gentlemen to read the report upon which this decree was 


founded, in which they will find that it was paſſed for the 


avowed purpoſe of obtaining for France an indiſpenſable 


aſcendant in Europe, and of ſuppreſſing the trade and eom- 
meree of rival nations. Overlooking, however, the principle 


of the decree, if it was found inapplicable to the poſſeſſions 
of the French in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, which they had 
previous to the war, it was certainly much more inapplica- 

Re e is Auſtrian Netherlands, of which they have got 
poſſeſſion in the courſe of the war, and therefore the go- 


latter 
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latter, and not upon the former, apply it to that part of their 
territory to which it 1s leaſt applicable. If we look at the 
proviſions under the next title, reſpecting relations with fo- 
reign powers, the argument againit the exiitence of any ſuch 
principle in their conftitution is confirmed: for we find the 
executive government is there veſted with the full power of 


treating, but all their treaties muſt be ratified by the legiſla- 


tive bodies, with the ſingular exception of ſecret articles, 

which it is in the power of the Directory to put in execution 
without being ratified, a proof that they are authorized by 
the conſtitution to alienate territories belonging to the Re- 
public. Allowing however, that it is a principle of their 


Conſtitution, is it an evil without a remedy? No. M. de 


la Croix confeſſes that it may be remedied, but not without 
the inconvenience of calling the primary aſſemblies. And 


are we then, after all the exertions that we have made in 


order to effect the object of general pacification, and after 


being baffled in all our efforts by the ſtubborn pride and 


perſevering obſtinacy of the French government, after our 


propoſitions have been ſlighted, and our ambaſſadors inſulted, 
are we now to conſent to ſacrifice our engagements, and to 


violate our treaties, becauſe forſooth, it would be attended 


with ſome inconvenience for them to call their primary aſ- 
{emblies, in order to cancel a law which is incompatible with _ 


the principle of fair negociation ? Shall we forget our own 
honour, our own dignity, and our own duty, ſo far as to 


acquieſce in a principle as a preliminary to negociation, in- 
tolerable in its tendency, unfounded in fact, inconſiſtent 
with the nature of things, and inadmiſſible by the law of 


nations? But this is not all the ſacrifice they demand. This 


is not all the degradation to which they would have us ſub- 
mit. You muſt alſo engage, and as a preliminary too, to 


make no propoſitions which are contrary to the laws of the 


_ conſtitution, and the treaties which bind the Republic. 
Here they introduce a new and extraordinary clauſe, impoſ- 


ing a reſtriction {till more abſurd and unreaſonable than the 


the other. The Republic of France may have made ſecret 


treaties which we know nothing about, and yet that go» 
vernment expects that we are not to permit our propoſitions 

to interfere with theſe treaties. In the former inſtance we 
had a text upon which to comment, but here we are 
in a ſtate of thoſe divines who were left to gueſs at the 
dreams which they were called upon to interpret. How is 


it poſſible for this country to know what ſeeret articles there 
may be in the treaty between France and Holland? How 


can 


tracted, or to any particular and ſpecfic terms which ought 
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can we know what the Dutch may have ceded to France, 


or whether France may not have an oath in heaven never 


to give up the territories ceded to her by Holland? Who 
can know but her treaty with Spain contains ſome ſecret 


article guaranteeing to the latter the reſtitution of Gibraltar, 
the iſland of Jamaica, or {ome important poſſeſſion now be- 
longing to his Majeſty? And how can I know whether the 


performance of all theſe engagements may not be included 


under the pretenſion, which the French government now 


holds ont ? How is it poſſible for me to found where no 


line can fathom ? And even after you have acceded to theſe _ 
_ preliminaries, in what ſituation do you ſtand ? After ac- 


cepting of terms of which you are entirely ignorant, and 


giving up all that it is of importance for you to keep, you 


at laſt arrive at a diſcuſſion oſ the government which France 
may chuſe to give to Italy, and of the fate which the may 


be pleaſed to aſſign to Germany. In fact the queſtion is 


not how much you will give for peace, but how much dil- 


grace you will ſuffer at the onſet, how much degradation 


you will ſubmit to as a preliminary? In theſe circumſtances 


then are we to perſevere in the war with a ſpirit and energy 
worthy of the Britiſh name and of the Britiſh character; 


or are we, by ſending couriers to Paris, to proſtrate ourſelves 
, to p | 


at the feet of a ſtubborn and ſupercilious government, to do 


What they require, and to ſubmit to whatever they may im- 
_ poſe? I hope there is not a hand in his Majeſty's countels 


who would ſign the propoſals, that there is not a heart in 


this Houſe in the breaſt of any man who would ſanction the 


meaſure, and that there is not a perſon in the Britiſh domi- 
nions who would ac as the courier. | | 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer concluded with moving 


an addreſs to his Majeſty, which was.an echo of the meſſage. 


Mr. Erſkine roſe to oppoſe. the motion. He faid, that 
that when the honourable gentlemen firſt roſe to move his 
addreſs, he had hoped to have found it very different to 


what, on hearing it read, it turned out to be. He had 
hoped, that inſtead of the purport of it, which had been 


imparted to him, as having fallen from the honourable 
_ gentleman, while he had for ſome ſhort time retired out of 
the Houſe, „that it was an engagement to his Majeſty to 
_ proſecute the war with vigour.” He had hoped rather, he 
ſaid, that it would have born a reſemblance to another memberof 
the hon. gentleman's ſpeech inan earlier {tage of it, in whichhe 
ſaid, „ That he did not.with. to pledge the Houſe to any 


{ſpecific time or period to which the war ought to be pro- 


to 
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which ought to be inſiſted on by the Allies.“ The hos 
yourable gentleman, however, by this addreſs, would pre- 
ciſely draw the Houſe, it it ihould agree to adopt it, into 
that very fitnation to which he had faid he would not wiſh 
to pledge it. So far as he underſtood the addreſs, the 
Houſe, if they voted it, would be pledged to ſupport his 
Majeſty | in the proſecution of the war without end, or at 
leaft to carry it on till France was brought to a different 
diſpoſition than that which ihe at pretent entertained. And 
if that was what they were about to pledge themſelves to 
in the addreis now propoſed, it was ſurcly proper that the 
Houſe of Commons ſhould conſider well the ſituation in 
which they ſtood before they ventured to ſanction a meaſure. 
of ſo much importance. The honourable gentleman with 
that dexterity which was peculiarly his own, with thoſe great 
abilities and ſplendid cloquenee from which he did not wiſh 
to detract, and with that conſummate knowledge which he 


ONES of the temper of the Houſe, had repreſented as if 


the Houſe of Commons would be only pledged for a time ta 
fupport the continuance of the war, whereas he ſincerely 


believed there would be no limits to its duration till we are 


overtaken by calamitizs, to the preſſure of which we ſhall 
be compelled to yield, and till we become the victims of a 
neceſſity which has no law. He would allow that the ſi- 


tuation of the honourable gentleman was in ſome degree 


a critical one, and of couric, that in the argument he made 
uſe of, he would naturally be led to ſay every thing he could, 

as much in favour of his own country, and againſt that of 
the oppolite party, as circumſtances would allow. He be- 
lieved, that as an individual, he himſelf might, from that 
general attachment which a man bears to the country in 
which he was born, and afterwards educated, be induced to 
uſe every partial and favourable argument in which there 
was any diſpute between the two, in ſupport of his own 
country. But, ſtanding then as a repreſentative of the peo- 
ple, and ſpeaking to a point in which not only his own hap- 
pineſs and intereſts, but the intereſts and happineſs of the 
whole people of this kingdom were ſo deeply concerned; it 


became his duty to ſpeak what he believed to be the ſtern 
truth, though that ſhould in ſome degree militate againſt the 


Juſtice of that country. The honourable gentleman had laid 
down two propoſitions, both of which he meant to contro- 
vsrt, and if he ſucceeded in ſhewing them to be falſe, he 
ſhould deſtroy the force of all that had been adduced againſt 
the French Government. The firſt was, that France was 

Vox. I. 196. 4 K 7 the 
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the aggreſſor in the war, and the ſecond, that the prolonga- 


tion of the conteſt was owing to the pride and obſtinacy of 
the enemy. In combating the firſt of theſ2 propoſitions, he 


reminded the Houſe of the time when the Ambaſſador of 


France (M. Chauvelin) was ſupplicating peace from this 
country, and when ihe diſavowed all the grounds of the 
quarrel which they now endeavoured to faſten upon her. 
It was mmpollvie, he ſaid, to take up a negociation at the 
end of the war, and to decide upon the juſtice and injuſtice 
af the pretentions of either party, without looking back to 
1 : | 
the various ſtages of the quarrel. On the 12th of Decem- 


ber, 1792, the King met his Parliament. The French Am- 


baitador was at that time ſtill in the country. His Majeſty's 
ipeech contained three diſtinct grounds of complaint: the 
artt was, the French ſending over ſeditious miſſionaries to 
this country; the fecond was, their meditating an invaſion 
ot Holland; and thirdly, their interference in opening the 
Scheldt. At that time all the correſpondence between Lord 


Grenville and the French Ambaſſador was concealed from 


the Rouſe, though M. Chauvelin had given ſeparate and 
tatisfactory anſwers to all the complaints entertained by this 
Court. He entreated that the King would bring to condign. 
puniſnment thoſe who diſſeminated ſedition in his dominions, 
announced the determination of France to keep within her 
own iimits, and to reſpec the rights of other naticn'. Not- 
withitonding this plain and ſpecifie difavowal, however, of 
all the grounds of hoſtility, war was declared upon France. 


* 


At that time Betigium was not in her poſſeſſion. He aſxed 


then, whether France could be conſidered as the aggreſior, 


who offered peace to this country on terms which the right 
honourable gentleman would be worthipped as a God if he 


could now procure?—{Mr. Erſkine ſuddenly ftopped, and 


after a pauſe fat down under evident ſymptoms of indiſpo- 
fition.] | 


Mr. Pox ſaid, ſorry indeed am I on account of my learned 


and honourable friend, whoſe indiſpoſition has now com- 


pelled him to fit down; ſorry for the fake of the Houſe, 
whoſe information from the train of argument which he had 
adopted, has been thus unpleaſantly interrupted; and lo:ry 
for the cauſe of peace and Great Britain, which miniſters by 
their imprudent counſels, and infatuated policy, feem de- 
termined to puſh to the laſt verge of ruin, that I am obliged 
to addreſs the Houſe on the preſent occaſion. I feet it, 
however; incumbent upon me to come forward in the pre- 
ſent inſtance, knowing that my opinion on the Aae 8 


Dc. 30 YOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 619 


rely coinc -ides with tht of my honovrable friend who has 
zuit Fat down, but lamenting, that in conſequence of his 
uniifpoſition, the argument on this momentous queſtion 
nuſt coniiderably ſuffer from the want” of that conviction 
and ability with which it would have been enforced by his ſu? 
perior powers. I need not tate that the buſineſs is ofthe utinoſt 
importance, that the occaſion is luch, as though we may not 
think it neceſtary to e p ate with deſpondency and deſ- 
pair, We cannot furvef b at with the moſt ſerious conſidera— 
tions, and with fes! ings of the deepeſt regret. After a war 
of four years, which is itated to have been attended with 
many occurrences highly honourable and. advantageous to 
the Britiſh arms, and to have been accompanied With no 
diſgrace, after the immenſe expenditure incurred in the 
proſecution of hoſtilities, an expenditure „which undoubt- 
edly has been greatly aggravated by the inane of 
thoſe concerned in deperuttending the plan of operations, 
after an addition of a {um of no leſs than 200 millions to 
the national debt, and of 6 millions to the permanent taxes 
of the country, alter an enormous effuſion of human blood, 
after producing more private miſery in the civilized globe 
than any conqueror or tyrant from the days of Alexander to 
the preſent: after an incaiculable ſum, ſo far are we from 
having gained any point or any object for which we et out 
an the war, ſo far are we from having achieved any advan- 
tage, that the Miniſter has this night come forward in a 
moſt elaborate ſpeech, which laſted for a conſiderable ſpace 
{and when I ſay it laſted long, I do not mean to infer that 
it was not heard with pleaſure) and after all this expendi- 
ture of blood and treaſure, which has taken place in the con- 
teſt, has endeavoured to prove, that the only effect has 
been that the enemy have become more unreatori: ne en 
ever in their pretenſions, and that all hopes of peace are 
removed to a {till greater diſtance. You are now dt Allow - 
ed to hope tor the TeRoration of peace, unleſs ſome change 
is wrought by the events of war. And at what period is this 
proſpect brought forward? After a war of four years, 
puck ſo far from having produced any favourable change on 
e diſpoſitions of the enemy, if we may truſt to the repre- 
ſentations of the right honourable ge entleman, has only 
{erved to encreaſe the infolence of their ſtyle, and the exor- 
bitance of their pretenſions. The ſame neceſſity is ſtill ſtated 
to exiſt for the continuance of the war. It would neverthelct; 
have been ſome conſolation, if after the right hon. gent!: - 
man a had ſtated at ſuch length, and with ſuch an elaborate 
523 ©? _ diſplay 
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diſplay of eloquence, the exorbitant pretenſions of the enemy, 
he had ſuggeſted ſome means of reducing them. But, good 
God, how ſtriking is the contraſt! In this ſpeech of three 
hours, I find only one folitary ſentence, which is at all cal- 
culated to afford any hope of a ſatisfactory iſſue to the preſent 
unfortunate conteit. And of what materials does the re- 
mainder of the ſpeech conſiſt? It is merely a revival of opi- 
moos by which we have found ourſelves conſtantly deluded. 
We are leit in the {ame hopeleſs ſtate with reſpect to the at- 
tainment of the object of the contelt. The right honourable 
gentleman ſays, that he had formerly given a repreſentation 


of the deplorable fituation of the French finances from un- 


certain documents, but that he is now enabled to confirm 
the ſame repreſentation from the moſt indubitable authority 


the ſtatement of the Directory. I am apt to believe that the 


documents of the right Honourable gentleman in both in- 
ſtancesare equally authoritative. Formerly he proceeded on 


the ſpceches of les ding members of the Convention, and on 


official reports. He now grounds his ſtatement on a pub- 
heation of the Directory. If his authority has failed him in 


former inſtances, what force can he now aitach to conclu— 


ſions drawn from ſimilar premiſes. It has been found from ex- 
we that in proportion as the finances of the French 

ave been acknowlidged, even by themietves, to be reduced 
to the loweſt ebb, in the ſame proportion have their exer- 
tions been ſound to be wonderful and unparalleled. Now 
the right konourable gentlemen builds his concluſion of the 
certain ruin of the French finances on an immediate ſtate- 
ment from the Directory. I wonder that he does not go 
further, and quote the very ingenious letter of Lord 


Mainc{bury, in which he reports the converſation that took 


place between him and M. Delacroix. By the bye, we 
ſhall probably ſoon have ancther account of this converſation, 


. through the medium of the French Papers. In this con- 


verſation the French miniſſer is repretented as having paid 
the higheſt compliments to the extenſive meaus polletied by 
this country, as having deſcrived it from its internal fources 


of wear: and from its colonies in the Indies, to be miſtreſs 


of almoſt boundleſs r<ſources. Thus while the Directory 
admit that Great Britain is diſtinguiſhed by her wealth, and 
full of reſources, they have no he ſitation to acknowledge 
their own poverty and embarraſſinents. They acknowledge 
to all Europe, that froin the want of money the army is con- 
fiderably in arrears, aud every branch of the internal admi- 
niſtration, under circumſtances of the greateſt eee 
| | | | I 
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and diſtreſs, They at the fame allow to this country all 
the advantages ot an nugmented commerce, and of increaſ- 
ing opulence and proſperity. In this Houſe we have heard 
France repreſented as ſometimes in the gulph, and fometimes 
at the verge of bankruptcy, and it is rather curious that at 
different periods we ſhould have heard it alternatively de- 

ſcribed at one time; as in the very gu u, and at another as 
at the verge ref bankruptcy. But wh ile they admit the ruin- 


ed ſtate of their own finances, what a {triking contraſt do 


their exertions in the prefent conteſt, and the ſucceſs 
which has followed from their operations, afford to the con- 
duct and fate of thote, wro have been entruſted with 
the management of the war on the part of this coun- 
try. Whilſt we in every quarter, Which it was deemed 


moſt important to defend, have, in concert with our allies, 


peen loſing town after town city aſter citv, province after 
8 ; $4 
province; ; and wiiilt we have beer "1 equally driven from the 


| pollcſhons which he concoived to be neceliary to the ſecu- 


rity of our commerce, or to the balance of power, France, 
reſourceleſs and diſpirited, al the while avowing its owu 
diltreſſed fitration with reſpect to finance, and talking in 
the molt reſpectful tervis of our wealth and reſovrees, has 


Veen conſtantiy adeing to its ac an :Gtions, and aggrandizing its 


empire. France appears in the preſent moment as the cone 
qucror of the molt extenſive and important territories 1 Bel 


gium 1s annexed to her empire, £ great part ol Italy has yielded 
to the force of her arms, and Hand | is now united to the 
fate of the republic by ties of the ſtricteſt alfance. If in- 
deed theſe acquiſtious were to be regained to the cauſe of 
Great Britain and her allies, and by a of ty tone of argument, 
if the tide of victory was to be e turned "by the tac, G4 


the debate, and the efficacy of our excrtions bore 7 any pro- 


portion to the infolence of our boalting, we need not yet be 
afraid to claim a decided ſuperioricy. We are not at all de- 
ficient on the ſcore of confident affertion, or preſumptuous 
menace. But it is by other inca: 18, by other criterions and 
by other trials, that this qucſtion is to be decided. Weak 
and inconfiderable as I am in this Houſe, I did my utmoſt 
previous to the commencement of this unfortunate conteſt, 
to perſuade the government to fend an Ambaſſador to Paris, 
when undoubtedly he would not have met with the treat- 
ment which an Ambailador of Great Britain 1s now alledged 
to have experienced. But when they lay that this Ambaſſa- 
dor was diſmiſſed in a way unexampled in the hiſtory of ci- 
y:lized nations, they ſurely muſt have forgot Me manner in 


which 
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which M. Chauvelin yas ſent from this country. At a ſub- 
f:quent pericu, when the whole of Belgium was regained, 
when the French were not potletled of one foot of ground 


in that territory, did 1 then neglect my duty to the coun- 


? No! J then renewed my motion for peace. This was 


at the period before the powers combined againſt France had 


gained the fortreſs of Valenciennes, but when it was certain 
tat it muſt fail, I contended then was the period to make 


Pace. And I now alk, if an attempt had been then made to 
nmegociate, whether we might not have expected to obtain 


peace on terms equally rade and advantagcous, as any 
which we can now poſfibly claim ? Should we have ob- 
tained a peace lets favourable to the gencral balance of power, 
or lefs likely to be permanent 1m its duration than a any Which 
could be concluded under the circumſtances of the preſent 
moment? Again, and again, have I pre; d upon the Houſe 
the neceſſity and policy of adopting meaſures for the reſto- 


ation of peace, and agam and again have my motions for 
_ that purpole been regen teg, In order to ſhew how greatly 


Miniſters miſcaiculated the nature of the conteſt, at that 
former PRs when I argued tor peace, it was ſaid, „ What, 
make peace before you have achieved a ſingle conqueſt, and 


when vou; are jult be beginning to make advances in the countr 7 


of the enemy.” guck 1, at that time, was the ſtyle of reaſon- 
ing brouglit forward in oppoſition to the arguments which | 
urged ! in favour of peace. So widely were Miniſters then 


deceived with reſpect to the nature of the conteſt, ſo £: tallely 


did they calculate as to the turn of lubicquent events. Un- 
happy calculation! Unhappy miſtake f Tue object did not 
reſpect a part: icular branch of trade, or a limited extent of 
territory. The moſt important intereſts of the countr; 

ere at ſtake. Te miniſters by their calculations, Were 
not pledging Jamaica, or any! and of the Welt Indies; they 


were: pledging Great Britain itſelf, and the fate of which 


may in ſome degree be confidered as dependant on the iſſue 


of this night's debate. The right honourable gentleman for- 


merly in talking of the nature "of the conteſt, made uſe of a 
mentorable exprefſion, and which cannot eaſily be forgotten, 
He intimated that the nature of the conteſt was ſack: that 
our exertions ought to know no bounds, except fo far as 
they were 1 by our reſources, and that our efforts muſt 
be extended to the utmoſt pitch, before we could either hope 


For an honurable termination of the ſtruggle ; or the ſecure 


and permanent enjoyment of peace. He expreſaly deciared 
a that 
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that we ought not to ceaſe from the conteſt, till we ſhould 


be able to ſay, 


Polſit quæ plurima virtus 

Eſſe fuit, Toto certatum eſt corpore regni. | 
He addreſſed the quotation not to the Houſe alone; not the 
country only, but to all Europe. If therefore, he aflerted 
that he never would make peace till the reſources of the 


country were in that ſituation deſcribed in the quotation, 


1oto certatum « hs corpore regni. 
he ought not to be ſurpriſed at the treatment he has met 
with. . . 
The right honourable gentleman has ſtated the difſiculties 
attendant upon the negociation, as ariſing from two circum- 
{tances ; Grit, the di iſlicult) in all caſes of propoſing over- 
tures, without being able to aſcertain what reception they 


are likely to Experience z 1 ne particular obſtacles 


from the rejative ſituation of the two countries. The ho- 

nourable gentleman has, however, omitted to ſtate a dif- 
ficulty more weighty and inſuperable than either of thoſe 1 
have now mentioned. In every negociation the ditheulty of 


coming to any definitive aTTAngemen t, muſt be inſinitely in- 


creaſed in propor tion to the degree of diſtr uſt, entertained by 


the parties, with reſpect to their mutual intentions. If the 


right honourable gentleman had tome reaſon to ſi pec the 
ſincerity of the French Directory, had not they at leaſt equal 
grounds to entertain the ſame doubts with reſpect to his 
views in the negociation? After every epithet of re- 
proach had been exhaufted by miniſters to vilify their 

characters, was it to be expected that they would readily 
liſten to terms of peace dictated by thoſe miniſters, except 
they were brought into that ſtate of nece llity and ſubmiſſion, 
which preclud ed them from any alternative, and compelled 


them to an unconditional compliance with any pacific pro- 


poſition that might be preſented to their acceptance? When 
Lord ] Malmeſbury, in addreſſing tne French miniſter, ſo 
often brings forwards i: » profetuon - nigh conſideration, 1 
cannot but ſmile, when 1 recollect that Lord Auckland was 
made a peer, (for I know of no e reaſon for his advance- 


ment to that dignity), merely becauſe he declared that the 


men who are now addreſſed n: ſuch reſpectſul terms « ought. 
to be put under the —_ of the law” and becauſe he de- 
nounced them as miſcreants and traitors toall Europe. His 
Lordſhip, by this declaration, brought ſorvrard 1 in a publick 
9 capacity, 
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capacity, ſhewed that he, acting on the part of Great Britain, 
was not flow to be their executioner and their judge. There 
is one part of the addreſs, which the right honourable gen- 
tleman has entirely omitted to notice, and to which I car by. 
no means fublcribe, that his Majeſty has neglected no proper 


_ eppottunity to conclude this war. [Mr. Fox deſired the 


paragraph in the addreſs to be read by the clerk. It was 
read accordingly.) A few years ago, when I earneſtly 


prefied the propriety of the negociation, the right honour- 


able gentleman contended, that the French were not capable 


of maintaining the relations of peace and amity. He net-_ 
ther, however, at that time, nor at any ſubſequent period, 


thewed any reaſon why they were not capable of maintain- 
ms thoſe relations. I atk, in what reſpect they are now be- 
come more capable of maintaining thoſe relations, than when 
J formerly propoſed to treat? Will the right honourable 
gentleman tay, that then there was only a provifional go- 


vernment, and that there now exiſts a permanent conſtitu- 


tion? I am ſure that he will not venture to preſs that ar- 


gument, as he muſt be aware of the extent to which it will 
lead him. And if ſuch be the cafe, I have no heſitation to 


ſtate, that the aſſertion in the addreſs, that no proper op- 


portunity has been omitted to conclude peace, is cntircly 
falſe, and as fuch, mult meet my decided negative. At laſt 


however, the right hon. gentleman declares, that he felt it 
his duty to attempt negociation. I did not think it my duty 


to come forward to animadvert either on the motives of his 
conduct, or on the probable reiult of the meaſure, till the 


evnet had ſpoken for 1tſclf. The retult has proved to be. 
fuch, as however anxiouſly we might be diſpoſed to depre- 


gate it, it was not difficult to foreſee from the commencement: | 


of the negociation, {till leſs from the mode in which it has. 
been conducted. If the country, indeed conſider the admi- 


niſtration of the right honourable gentleman to be a bleſſing, 


© f | 
they muſt take their choice between the continuance of that 


bleffing and the reſtoration: of peace. It is evident that 
_ thoſe individuals who have conducted the war with ſuch. 
notorious incapacity, and entailed ſo many miichiefs on the. 
country, muſt of all others be the moſt unfit to repair the, _ 
errors of their own policy, and ſecure to Great Britain 


the enjoyment of permanent tranquillity, But not only 
Have they evinced this glaring incapacity in the management? 


of the preſent war, their conduct in former negociations 


with reſpect to Spain and Rullia has been ſuch, as on the 
1 LES ous 


* 
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one hand to excite conſiderable diſtruſt, and on the other 
to excite a well- grounded hope of bringing them down from 
the moſt lofty pretenſions to the moſt humiliating conceſ- 
fions. But what can be thought of their ſincerity in the 
preſent inſtance, when they have repeatedly declared that 
any peace, under the particular circumſtances, could only 
afford a breathing ſpace from hoſtility, and ultimately muſt 
tend to redouble all the miſchiefs to be dreaded from a conti- 
nuance of the war? But even if miniſters had conducted the 
war with ability as diſtinguiſhed, as their incapacity has 
been notorious, if they had diſplayed in debate as much 
temper and prudence, as they have diſcovered impolitic and 
indecent violence, if they had ſhewn themſelves as much 
friends to the French, as on every occaſion they have en- 
deavoured to prove themſelves the reverſe z {till I ſhould 
have no hopes of peace on any permanent baſis, except the 
preſent ſyſtem of policy was entirely changed, and the prin- 
cCiples upon which the war was undertaken totally diſavowed. 
If the adminiſtration was to be transferred into the hands of 
_ perſons, whoſe abilities I admire, and whoſe integrity I re- 
ſpect, as much as I contemn and reprobate the talents and 
character of thoſe who are now placed at the helm of affairs, 
ſtill J ſhould conſider this change of ſyſtem and diſavowal 
_ of principles, to be a neceſſary preliminary to peace. (A 
laugh from the Treaſury Bench). I ſee the right honourable 
_ gentleman (Mr. Pitt) ſmile at the idea of power being tranſ- 
ferred into other hands. No expreſſion of ridicule from that 
quarter can perſonally affect me; but it will be long before 
the county ſmile in confequence of any triumph which that 
right hon. gentleman may enjoy in this Houſe. I again fay 
that it is neceſſary that the principles upon which the war 
was undertaken {ſhould be expreſsly diſavowed. It is neceſ- 
{ary for the ſolidity and permanence of any peace that may 
be concluded, that the maxims of ſound ſenſe, and of im- 
partial equity, be recognized in the-outſet of the negocia- 
tion. The preſent has been a war of paſſion and of prejus 
dice, and not of policy and ſelf-defence. The right hon. 
_ gentleman, whatever may have been his ſincerity in the 
tranſaction, is no ſtranger to the advantages that may be 
derived from the idea of a pending negociation. That he 
now feels thoſe advantages nobody will diſpute. I know 
that ſome weeks ago a very confident report was circulated 
with reſpect to the probability of peace. It would be cu- 
Vou..l. 1796. 40 | tious 
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rious to know how far Lord Malmeſbury at that period was 


influenced by any ſuch belief. It does not appear from the 


papers, that at the moment he could reaſonably hope for a 
ſucceſsful iſſue to his negociation. It ſeems dubious indeed, 
from the inſpection of thoſe papers, whether Lord Malmſ- 
bury was not ſent over merely to diſplay his diplomatic dex 


terity; to fence and parry with M. De la Croix, in order to 
_ ſhew lus ſuperior {kill and adroitneſs in the management of 
argument, and the arts of political fineſſe; to confound the 


ſhallow capacity, and ſuperficial reaſoning of the French 
miniſter, and to make the cauſe of this country appear to be 


the better cauſe. While Lord Malmefbury was employed 


thus honourably in the diſplay of his talents at Paris, the 
miniſter had an uſeful object of policy to anſwer at home. 
It was felt convenient for the purpoſe of financial arrange- 


ments to hold out the hope of peace, till ſuch time as it 


was found that the appearance of negociation might be re- 


_ nounced without any unfavourable effect, as to the ſupplies 


of the year. But in order more completely to aſcertain the 


ſincerity which has been ſhewn by miniſters in the defire 
which they have expreſſed for peace, and the fairneſs of the 
means which they have employed for the attainment of that 
Object, it may be neceſſary to enter a little more minutely 

into the hiſtory of that negociation, and to follow the right 


honourable gentleman through the long detail which he 


brought forward on the ſabject, and which was ſufficiently 
laboured to prove, that he was aware of all the difficulties with 


which he had to contend in vindicating the charaCter of the 


Britiſh government, and of the neceſſity to put the moſt fa- 
vourable gloſs upon their conduct. The firſt ſtep taken for 


the purpole of negociation was, the communication at Baſle, 


in which Mr. Wickham had been engaged as the agent of 
the Britiſh government. As he was not authcrized to take 
any definitive ſtep, or to make any declaration binding on the 
government, but little ſtreſs could be laid on that circum= 


ſtance. Thoſe, however, who attended to the details of that 
tranſaction, would not be diſpoſed, even in that early ſtage 
of the buſineſs, to draw any inference very favourable to 


the ſincerity of miniſters. The miſſion of Lord Malmeſbury 


is unqueſtionably what miniſters wiſh to be conſidered as the 


grand effort for peace, and as affording an unequivocal proof 
of the lincerity of their wiſhes for its attainment. Of the 


details of that negociation we are enabled to judge from the 
papers which have been laid upon the table of the Houle, 
Till the publication of his Majelty's manifeſto on the * | 
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i was only acquainted with the circumſlances of that tranſ- 
action from the ſtatement of the public prints. JI was not a 
little ſurpriſed when the manifeſto reached me in the country, 
and, from the peruſal of its contents, was induced to ſuſpect 
that I mult have been completely miſled in my prev ious in- 
formation. On the inſpection, however, of the papers laid 
on your table, I was ſtill more ſurpriſed when I found that 
the public prints were much more accurate in their repre- 
ſentation of facts than his Majeſty's declaration. Never, 
indeed, was any Paper brought forward with the {tramp of of- 
ficial authority ſo little connected with the documents upon 
which it is profeſſed to founded; ſo little warranted in the 
concluſions drawn from its premiſes. It entirely conceals | 
the moſt important facts of the negoctation, and ſtates the 
others ſo looſely as not to exhibit them in any preciſe and diſ- 
tint ſhape. The right honourable gentleman has ſtated 
that a degree of diſreſpect was in the firſt inſtance ſhewn 
to a foreign court by the French Directory, in cheir refuſal 
to grant a paſſport for a Britiſh ambaſſador, upon the applica- 
tion of the miniſter from the court of Denmark. But how does 
this fact ſtand 2 The court of Denmark did not at all interfere 
in the buſineſs. The Daniſh miniſter, in the letter in which 
he applied for a paſsport, expreſsly ſtated, that he acted 
merely in a private capacity, and not in conſequence of any in- 
ſtructions which he had received from his court. So much 
then for the alledged diſreſpect thewn by the French to a 
foreign court, and the inference which is thence drawn of 
a diſpoſition thus manifeſted to throw contempt on all 
_ eſtabliſhed uſages, and to diſpenſe with the ordinary forms 
of accommodation, and the underitood civilities of politi- 
cal intercourſe. I underſtand, that as an apology for bring 
ing forward the manifeſto previous to the publication of the 
papers, much has been ſaid of the mechanical labour of pre- 
paring thoſe papers for the inſpection of the Houſe. I have 
formerly been in office, and I believe that thoſe who are 
now engaged in the ſervice of the department are fully as 
capable and diligent as the perſons by whom I was then 
aſliſted. And I conhdently declare that I fee nothing in the 
mechanical labour of thoſe papers, that, if they had ar- 
rived on Saturday morning, ought to have prevented them 
from being in a ſtate of readineſs to be produced on Satur- 
day evening. But I rather ſuſpect that with regard to the 
publication of the manifeſto, it was thought expedient to 
attempt to give a bias to the ſentiments of the Houte, before 
it was deemed adviſeable to ſubmit the facts contained in 
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the papers to their cool and ſober inveſtigation. As to the delay 

which has been imputed on the ſcore of mechanical labour, 
Jam rather diſpoſed to believe that it was purpolely inter- 
poſcd, in order to afford to miniſters an opportunity of 


reviſing the papers, and of deciding what part of their con- 


tents it might be prudent to ſuppreſs, and what might be 
ſafely f ubmitted to the publick eye. It is curious to attend 


to tlic nature of the powers with which Lord Malmeſbury 


was furniſhed, and to their connection with the object of 


his miſſion. He was ſent in order to negociate for peace, 


and furniſhed with full powers to conclude ; but though he 
was thus authoriſed to conclude, he was allowed no latitude 
to treat. He had no inſtructions with reſpect to the terms 


he ſhould propoſe, and no diſcretion upon which to act 
_ with. reſpect to the propoſitions he might receive. When 
he was aſked, if he came to treat for the King of Great Britain 
ſeparately ? he ſaid, No: but that he came to treat jointly. 
for the King of Great Britain and his allies. Wien he 
Was aſked, If he was furniſhed with any powers from thoſe 
allies? He again 1 571 No. When he was aſked, What 
terms he had to propoſe ? he ſaid he would ſend for inſtruc- 


tions. Thus it appeared, that he was impowered to conclude 
for the King of Great Britain, but not qualified to treat, 


and that for the allies for whom he came to treat, he had 
no pewer to conclude. Could there poſhbly be a more 
ridiculous farce—a more palpable mockery of the forms of 
negociation! We next come to the baſis, and this indeed 
Carries us but a little way in the progreſs of negociation. In 
this inſtance, the baſis was laid ſo wide, as to comprehend no 
diſtinct object, and to be reduceable to no preciſe meaning. 

It was that ſort of general principle which no one could 
_ poſſibly diſpute, but which could at the ſame time be atten- 


ded with no praCtical benefit. The French accordingly 


| Rated that they had agreed to your principle, and that they 


only diſputcd its application. The right honourable gentle- 


man has aſſerted that a baſis is always deſirable 3 but, then 


it ought to be a baſis which meant ſomething, and not, as 


in the preſent inſtance, which meant nothing. The princi- 
ple of mutual compenſations is ſubſtantially jrecognized in 


every negociation, and did not at all require to be ſpecified. 


The general objects of diſpute in fixing a baſis of negociation 
had been, Whether it ſhould be regulated by the fatus quo 


ante bellum, or the ut poſſidetis * The right honourable gen- 
tleman ſtated as a proof of reluctance to negociate on the 


part of the French, chat they for ſome time heſitated to 


admit 
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admit our propoſed baſis; but, in fact, they virtually recog- 
nized the principle when they er: tzred into the diſcuſſion of 
terms. He who aſks, What you will give ? or ſtates what 
he is willing to receive, as once admits the baſis of mutual 
_ compenſation. But as a proof of the conſiſtency of miniſ- 
ers, a fortnight afterwards, when the French formally 
recognized the principle, and aſked Lord Malmetbur y, what 
terms he was prepared to propoſe? he was unprovided with 
any anſwer, and obliged to fend to tlus country for iuſtruc- 

tions. What inference is to be drawn from this conduct 
the part of miniſters? Is it not moſt probable that by thus 
bringing forward a futile, illuſory and unmeaning baſis, they 
expected to diſguſt the French in the firſt inſtance, and at 
once to get rid f the negoclation; and if the French, who 
muſt have felt themſelves mocked at this treatment, ad who 
mult have been more and more affured of the inſincerity of 
our miniſters, had thought proper to ſtop all further pro- 
ceedings, would they not have been fully juſtifhed ? By 
what motive were they bound to countenance a tranſaction 
which was conducted with no good faith, and could promiſe 
no ſatisfactory utue 2 Undoubtedly miniſters expected that 
the French would have reſented the inſult, and have broken 
off the negociation in its outlet. They thus hoped to obtain 
an eaſy credit for their pacific intentions, and to throw upon 
the enemy the odium of a determined purpoſe of hoſtility, 
and an unreaſonable rejection of the preliminary baſis of 
negociation. Unfortunately, however, for this project, the 
balis y was recognized. The diſappointment of miniſters was 
evident. Lord Malmeſbury was unprepared how to act, 
and obliged to ſend for further inſtr actions: 

'The queruon with miniſters then became, ſince tes have: 
ſo ungracioufly and unexpectedly accepted the baſis which 
we intended to be rejected, what can we find that they muſt 
be indiſpenſibly called upon to refuſe? What terms of inſult 
and humiliation can we find that may roule their dormant 

pride, and inevitably provoke rejection? Lord Malmeſbur 
who before had no terms to propoſe, was now inſtructed to 
bring forward terms for the purpoſe of being rejected; and 
care was taken that they ſhould be of ſuch a natyre as could 
not be expected to undergo much diſcuſſion, or readily to 
fail of their purpoſe. 

I come now, Sir, to conſider what was ſaid by the right 
honourable gentleman with reſpect to the particular terms. 
In commencing this part of his ſpeech, he thought ſome 

apology was necellary for the ſort of terms which had been 
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propoſed by Lord Malmeſbury on the port of this country. 


He ſtated that it was always uſual to be ſomewhat high in 
our demands in the firſt inſtance ; that any propoſitions at 


the commencement of a negociation were never conſidered 


as deciſive; and that, in the progreſs of treating, we might 


relax from our original demands as circumſtances ſhould ren- 
der expedient. But was the right honourable gentleman ſo 
_ unkit for the ſituation which he held, fo ill qualified to judge 


of the conduct which was proper for thoſe times, as ſeri- 


_ouſly to maintain this argument? Did he not recollect, thet, 


from what he had himfelf ſtated, negotiation itſelf might 
be conſidered as made upon a hoſtile principle? He had 
deſcribed it as a negociation, the unfucceſsful reſult of 
which mult tend to divide France and to unite Great Britain, 


which muſt give indubitable confirmation to the juſtice of 
our cauſe and add double energy to our future efforts. In 


this ſituation, and with this particular view, what wife man 
would have looked to the laft precedent of negociation in 
order to regulate his conduct, and have conceived it necef- 
ſary to proceed with all the tediouſneſs of forms and dexterity 
of diplomatic artiſice which might have been employed in any 


former inſtance. Inſtead of carrying our pretenſions higher 
than you might be diſpoſed to accept, you ſhould have gone 
to the other extreme; you ſhould have ſtated them at the 
loweſt point of what you deemed to be fair and equitable, 


and, if any thing, rather have been below the mark of what 
you might fairly claim, than exorbitant and unreafonable 
in your demands. You would thus have ſecured the end 


which the miniſter profeſſed to have in view, to render ap- 


parent to all Europe the equity and moderation of your on 
ſentiments, and the injuſtice and ambition of the enemy, 
Had the French, from a ſuſpicion ef your fincerity, been 


inclined to break off the negociation in the firſt ſtage, they 


might have ſaid, © as no baſis has been agreed upon, we ſee 
that the negociation can come to no good, and therefore we 


will ſtop all farther proceedings.” But when they acceded 


to your baſis, and invited you. to propoſe particular terms, it 


then became you to be doubly careful by the fairneſs and 
maoderation with which you acted, to demonſtrate the equity 
of your character, and vindicate your own {incerity in the 


eyes of Europe. I ſhall now advert to the two confidential 


memorials. I confeſs that I was never more {trongly ſtruck 


with the impoſſibility, even for talents the moſt ftplendid, 


and eloquence the moſt powerful, to cover the weakneſs ol 


a cauſe, and ſupply the deficiency of rcal argument, than 
£ STOLE | 12 
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in the inſtance of what the right honourable gentleman ſaid 
with reſpect to Holland. Even if Holland ſhould be reſtored 
to its priſtine ſituation, if the Statholder thould be reinſtated 
in the government, and the alliance renewed with this coun. 
try, he does not go the length of ſaying, that even then he 
would reſtore to Holland all her former poſſeſſions. No- 
he might then perhaps only be diſpoſed to relax in their 
favour a conſiderable part of the conditions on which the 
preſent {tate of things obliges him to inſiſt. A right hon- 

ourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) ſome time ſince made a 
very imprudent declaration in this Houſe, that as we had 
taken the Cape of Good Hope, and Ceylon, we meant to 
keep it for ever. We feel ourſelves, it ſeems, too nearly 
intereſted in thoſe acquiſitions to be diſpoed to relinquiſh 
them. This is reaſoning very much a {a Francaiſe. We 
lay that it is better even for the Dutch themſelves, that 
Ceylon and the Cape of Good Hope ſhould be in our hands 
than in theirs. The French may, with equal juſtice, alledge 
the ſame pretence for their refuſal to part with Belgium. 
They may ſay that it is better for the intereſts of Belgium 
that it ſhould remain in their hands, than that it ſhould be. 
reſtored to Auſtria. But if Holland be not, in every reſpect, 
reinſtated in her former ſituation, then, ſays the right hon- 
ourable gentleman, we have nothing to propoſe. It is 
curious to remark, at the very moment that he is at ſuch 
pains to repreſent the demands of the French as in the high- 
eſt degree exorbitant and unjuſt, how much he gountenances 
thoſe demands by the ſtyle of his own pretenſions. He ſays, 
We have taken a great deal from Holland, they have taken 
nothing from us, therefore we are not bound in juſtice and 
equity to make them any reſtitution ; but if Maeſtricht, or 
ſome place be ceded to the Emperor for the ſecurity of the 
Auſtrian Netherlands, we may perhaps be induced to make 
them ſome reſtitution, but on no account can we conſent _ 
that Ceylon or the Cape of Good Hope ſhall be reſtored.” 
On the ſame grounds might the French ſay, « We have 
taken a great deal from the Emperor, he has taken nothing 
from us, we therefore are not bound in juſtice and equity to 
make him any reſtitution: We demand that the 2 poidetis 
be the baſis of the negociation.” What are the ſpecifie pro- 
poſals, which you make to the French? You propoſe to 
them to give up all their conqueſts to the Emperor, andito eva- 
cuate Italy. The right honourable gentleman has ſaid, that it is 
a.ſtrained geographical ſuppoſition, that by this demand with 
_ reſpect to Italy, it ſhould be underſtood that they are alſo 
EE es oy 4a required 
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required to evacu ate Savoy and Nice. I know not uport 
what geographical authority he proc eeds, when he affirms that 
this wo! ind de a ſtrained fu ppoſit: on; I always thought that 
theſe fy ces had begun in no other country but Italy; perhaps 
I-muy have been miſtasen. Will you propoſe to the French 


[CoMmons 


to evacuate Italy, to give up the Milaneſe, Belgium aud 


Luxeimnburgh, you demand of them to negociate the ar- 


rangement of peace witu Germa: iy, With his Imperial Na- 


jeſty as contitutional head of the empire. And though 


the French are already at peace with the moſt conſide rable 
Germame powers, with the King of Prutha, with the Elec- 
tors of Saxony, Hinover, &c. you thus would place them 


in a fituation in which they would have to begin all cheſe 


treaties ancw. You hint indeed, that in conſequence of. 
this arrangement, winch ſuppoſes on their part fo great a 
ſacriſice, that it is not hnpoſlible that ſome ceſſion may be 


made to them on the Germanic fide of their frontiers. And 


in return for all the ſacrifices you require from the French, 


you offer to reſtore to them Martinique, St. Lucia, Tobago, 
reſerving, however, one of them as an equivalent, if the 


are to retain St. Domingo. The reſtoration of Belgium is 
ſtated as a ,n g 19 3 it has been repreſented to be of the 


utmoſt importance, that it ſhould not be ſuffered to remain 
in the hands of the French. I thquld indeed regret to ſec 
Belgium attached to the territories of the republic; but if 


you are really ſinccre in your wiſhes for peace, if you con- 


ſider Belgium as an object of fo much value, do not offer braſs 


for gold. Let us put the caſe, that Belgium was fill in the 
hands of the Emperor, how would you treat the offer of 
two or three Weſt India Iflands, on the. part of the French, 
in order that it might be given up to them? If you reall 


wiſhed France to give up Belgium, you ſhould have offered 


to give up the Cape of Good Hope, which a determination 


has been to ind lifcretely expreſſed to retain. I have no Heſita- 


tion in ſaying, that it ought only to be conſidered as an inſtru- 


ment to procurs the reſtoration of peace on favourable terms, 
and that. if you. could get a proper equivalent that you 
ought not to keep it; what you now offer is triſling indeed, 
and if France thould comply with your demands, what 


would be her relative ſituation with reſpect to the other 
powers of Europe? She would in that cafe have given up 
Belgium, Luxemburgh and Italy, and further it is required, 


that ſomething ſhould be ceded to the Emperor, in order, 
as is ſtated, to render him ſecure on the fide of the Auſtrian 
Netherlands. 5 
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Netherlands. The three great powers of Europe will all of 
them be left with conſiderable acquiſitions. The King of 
Prufſia has gained a third part of Poland.  Rufha has obtain- 
ed a conſiderable extent of territorry from that unfortunate 
country: and in addition to his ſhare in the diviſion, it is 


. alſo propoſed that the Emperor of Germany ſhall be put in 


poſſeſſion of Maeſtricht, or of ſome other place? France is : 


only to be left with Savoy, Nice and Avignon. Is the ſtate 


of the war ſuch as to juſtify this propoſition ? Is it fair and 


_ equitable that all the other powers ſhould gain more than 
France? When Great Britain made a propoſition ſo unrea- 
ſonable, France naturally took a ſtep calculated to give 
confidence to the people in thoſe countries ſhe had annexed to 


the Republick, by declaring that on no account could ſhe _ 


conſent to give them up. In the ingenious conference 


which took place between the Britiſh Ambaſſador and the 8 


French Miniſter, Lord Malmeſbury declared that the King 
of Great Britain would not recede from his demand with 
reſpect to the Netherlands. Muſt not the French, in con- 
ſequence of this declaration, have been induced to aſſume 
an equally reſolute tone with reſpect to their intention of 
keeping that territory, when, from the nature of the terms 
propoſed, they perceived no likelihood that peace could be 
had ? As to the French Miniſter having aſked Lord Malmes- 
bury to give in his timatum, it evidently meant no more 
than that he ſhould fign a formal declaration of what he had 
aid with reſpect to Belgium, a demand which ſurely cannot 
be conſidered unreaſonable. After having heard to day ſo 
much {tated of the value of Belgium, and ſuch importance 
attached to the demand that it ſhould be reſtored to the 
Emperor, I cannot but recollect that it is not very long 
ſince, that the people of that country were in a ſtate of 
rebellion, and that it was ſurmiſed at that time, that we 
were by no mcans averſe to ſupport them in their endea- 
vours to ſhake off the Auſtrian yoke. But however great 
the value of Belgium may be, is it an object of ſuch 
immenſe conſequence, as to juſtify the continuance of a 
long, a hazardous, and deſtructive war? Ts it worth bein 
_ contended for at the expence of ſuch blood and treaſure? And 
even if the object be deemed ſo valuable as to juſtify all 


thoſe ſacrifices, there is another queſtion to be conſidered, If 


in addition to that expence and carnage with which the war 
has already been attended, it be proper:to ſacrifice a hundred 
millions more, and a hundred thouſand men for its attain- 
ment, it ought alſo to be ſhewn that it is attainable by thoſe 
means. After what has appeared from the experience of the 
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paſt who will pretend to ſay that a continuance of war and all 
its calamities will tend ultimately to bring you nearer to your 
object. It ought beſides to be recollected that the Emperor, 
who is your friend to day, may be your eneniy to-morrow. 
J remember that it is not eight months ſince the Emperor was 
not s/o much a favourite with miniſters; perhaps, indeed, 
they were cautious in expreſſing their partiality, leſt it ſhould 
be ſuſpected that money was then going to the Court of 
Vienna. At that time the King of Sardinia was extolled 
as a pattern of fidelity to all Princes; the Emperor ſeemed 
to make no figure in the compariſon; I do not mean to im- 
pute to the Sardinian Monarch any breach of faith; cir- 
cumſtances of neceſſity compelled him to conclude a trea- 
ty with the French Republick, and we have not heard 
in what ſituation he is now to be confidered with reſpect ta 
this country. Miniſters have already ſent large ſums to his 
Imperial Majeſty; we are about to make {till further ad- 
vances, and it cannot be calculated that the alliance can be 
maintained at an expence to the country of leſs than a ſum 
of two millions annually. I mean no reflection on the cha- 
racter of the Emperor, but if we ſhould not be able to grant 
him the ſame aſſiſtance, he may be reduced to the fame ne- 
ceility as the King of Sardinia, and compelled to conclude a 
peace. When all theſe circumitances are conſidered, the 
 facrifices which muſt neceffarily be incurred in the attempt 
to wreſt Belgium from the French, and the uncertainty of 
obtaining the object, the miniſter, who on that ground only 
refuſed to make peace, has much to anſwer for on the ſcore 
both of policy and humanity. Here comes the queſtion of 
the treaty concluded with the Emperor in 1793, by which 
we engaged not to lay down our arms without his conſent. 

I greatly lamented the concluſion of any ſuch treaty. at the 
time, and then brought forward a motion, that it was the 
duty of the Houſe not to approve of any engagements that 
might tend to create obſtacles in the way of peace. If we 
urge the ſtipulations of a treaty, as a reaſon why we cannot 
. conclude peace but on certain terms, we directly ſanction 
the ſort of argument which is repreſented as ſo unjuſtifiable 
on the part of the French. I certainly am no friend to ſet- 
ting up the conſtitution of France againſt the Droit Publique 
of Europe. But arc the French in their arrangements to 
cConſider the engagements of our treaties, as of greater weight 
and conſequence than we affect to conſider theirs. The 
right honourable gentleman has put the caſe, that ſuppoling 
the French Conſlitution decreed that the city of Weſtmint- 
85 1 | | | ter 
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ter formed an integral part of the Republic, were we bound 
to reſpect ſuch a determination? The caſe may be retorted, 
that if we by our treaty with the Emperer had ſtipulated 
to put him in poſſeſſion of Paris, with what colour could fo | 
ridiculous a ſtipulation be urged as an obſtacle to peace? 
We had no more right to talk of our treaties, than they of | 
the regulations laid down with reipect to their boundaries. 
If an abſurd or impracticable condition is introduced into a 
treaty, is there not reaſon to ſuſpect, that it has been foiſted 
in merely for the purpoſe of throwing difhcultics in the way 
f of peace. The right honourable gentleman has gone at great - 
5 ; length into the ſubject of the French Conſtitutiou. He 
/ laid great ſtreſs on a remark of M. Delacroix, that it would 
be impoſſible to revoke the regulations of the conſtitution 
with reſpect to the boundaries of the Republic without con- 
vening the Primary Aſſemblies. 1 which he treated 
as an exaggeration of the propoſition of the French miniſter, 
that it was impoſſible to give up any part of the territor 
annexed to the Republic, I, on the contrary conſider in the 
light of of an explanation, and as doing away all the offen- 
five part of the principle, For inſtance, if the Elector of 
Heſſe Darmſtadt, applied to me as a miniſter of this country, 
to conclude with him a ſublidiary treaty, if 1 thought the 
meaſure adviſeable, I would have ſignißed my readineſs to 
acquieſce in his application; but at the ſame time I would © 
have told him, that I muſt firſt conſult the Houſe of Com. 
mons, and that without their approbation the conſtitution _ 
declared that it was 1mpoſhble to diſpoſe of any part of the 
: public money. The fame conduct I ſhould have purſued 
towards the Emperor, in making advances to whom minif= +. 
ters during the prefcnt ſeihon, have thought themſelves 
entitled to diſpenſe with the moſt valuable privilege of the 
Houſe of Commons. And when in this inſtance I cited the 
_ conſtitution of this country, it could not be conſidered as 
a direct negative on the application; but only as throwing 
a difficulty in the way of the meaſure. We are not bound 
to reſpect the French conſtitution; but they undoubtedly, 
in the courſe of negociation may fairly urge any ground of 
difficulty, which its regulations preſent to a compliance 
with our demands. The right honourable gentleman has 
imputed to the French, all the odium and blame of hreakin 
off the negociation, He ſays that we are not bound by any 
thing as a /ine qua non, for that, in the nature of a negocia- 
tion, is impoſſible . until it is concluded. That is eafily 
Lated in the courſe of a debate. But whatever the right 
5 e A2 . hon- 
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honourable gentleman may ſay upon that ſubject, the 


world at large, in judging diſpaſſionately upon it will 
regard the memorial of Lord Malmeſbury as the ine quz 11917 
of the Court of Great Britain reſpecting Belgium. You 
ſay it may be recovered by force of arms. Good God! what 


is the probability of that event? What are we to do? 


What can we do? What ſecurity have we that we ſhall 


not ſink in our proſpects upon that event, and that they will 
not riſe in proportion as we fink? Remember the time when 
Belgium was in poſleſhon of the Allies, and it was pro- 


poſed that we ſhould enter upon a negociation for peace 
then, and at which time the French would have gladly at- 
tended to terms of peace of which they will not now hear. 
What in the proſecution of this unhappy conteſt are you to 


look for the further you proceed, but terms ſtill worſe than 


thoſe which you might obtain even now, if you gave proof 


of ſincerity in negociation? Conſider what your difgrace 


will be if you fail to recover Belgium, which you have told 


the world is a ſize qua nm. Have you conſidered the diili- 
culties that may attend it. Are you prepared to defray the 
expence of acting up to your determination? Are you pre- 
pared for all the hazards that may attend it? If you are, 


ſay ſo at once boldly, and act like men; but do not amuſe 


the people of this country by a deluſive pretence, as you did 


by an amendment, which you adopted, to get rid of a mo- 


tion of an honourable friend of mine, and in which you 
ſtated to Europe, that you would negociate with France when 
its government was capable of maintaining the relation of 


peace and amity with other powers. I know that theſe little 


tricks and artifices have had their ends. They have often, 


much too often, been employed, and in ſome ſituations they may 


almoſt appear harmleſs; but theſe little quibbling diſtinctions. 
are not adapted to the important affairs of which we are 


now to conſider. The miniſter, in ordinary caſes, ſhall be 
welcome on my part to his little triumph in ſuch little arti- 


_ fices: but theſe are not times to indulge him in them. He 
3s not made for theſe times of great difficulty. When the 
fate of a queſtion, comparatively indifferent, is before us, 
his talents are well adapted to obtain ſucceſs, which, for my 


own part, I do not envy hlm; but when the fate of Em- 


pires depends upon our proceedings, we ſhauld not give way 
to his vanity. Theie great ſubjects are too much for lus 
' talents, and wh-n he exerts his art, it appears, in ſuch caſes, 


cantemptible. The queſtion here is not, who {hall enjoy the 
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triumph of a little quibble in a debate? But whether you 


are to have peace or war? And whether you are, or are 


not, to wreſt Belgium by force from the French Republick? 
Whether the people of England are or are not to grant to 
the Emperor two millions a year for that ſpeciſic object ? 


Say you are determined to carry on the war upon ſuch terms. 
If you do, I am ſure you will not have the conlent oi the 
people of England to your project. I know what uſe will 

be made of the words of this addreſs in the newſpapers that 
are devoted to the ſervice of the miniiter, if this Houſe _ 


ſhould be fo indiſcreet as to agree to it. I know. 1t will be 


ſaid that this Houſe has not pledged itſelf to any ſpecific 


points as to any future negociation. I know the addreſs is 
worded with that view, and to enable members to ſay to 


their conſtituents, we have given no pledge to proſecute this 


war further than to compel the French to liſten to fair and 


honourable terms of peace. I know that many members of 


this Houſe have been from time to time themſelves impoſed 


upon by this ſpecies of artifice. But the real ſubſtance of 


ſuch tricking cannot long delude the people of this country. 


Theſe are not times to continue ſuch artifices. This Houſe _ 


has not credit enough; this Houſe does not deſerve credit 
enough— 15 : 


Mr. Yorte called to order. He ſaid he thought the right 


honourable gentleman hed gone far enough in many things 


that he had ſtated, but this was going too far, and he defired 


that the words might be taken down; aſking at the ſame time 


whether they were not diforderly; and whether their author 
did not deſerve the cenſure of the Houſe ? 


Mr. Fox ſaid, theſe, Sir, I repeat are not times in which 


this Houſe ſhould try to deceive the people of this country, 
by nice, verbal criticiſm, and minute diſtinctions about the 
ſubſtantial acts which they are going through. I ſay, that 

parliament has not credit enough with this country, and does 


not deſerve credit enoogh with the country, to deceive 
them upon nice and verbal dictinctions. I was going to 


Hniſh the ſentence, and to ſhew, (what indeed is obvious 


without illuſtration, for no parliament ought to have credit 


enough to deceive the public,) that by agrecing to this ad- 
dreſs, you would ſhew that you are deſirous of proſecuting 
the war to obtain Belgium by force, while you affect to 
ſay, your object is to obtain peace on ſafe and honourable 
terms. „ | | 15 


Mr. 
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1 Mr. Fur le ſaid, that the words as he underſtood tl. em; 
were, that bu Arliament had not credit with tlie 1 and 
did not dei xve that credit 

he Speaker i ia: 57 on at the rule 4 the Ho »Mſe "—_ when 
any gen itleman defired the words of another member 
toe taken dow n. it Was nereſt: ary he thouid put Ds down 
in wricng, in ordur that they might appear in the PE W 
Dottie. 

Ar. rt 4 ald, tiat if the Houſe could ſit ſtill 10 hoes 
theſe words, which were re-aſſerted, and not cenſure the 
auth or, he ſhould not think it of much conſequence aſter-. 
Wards whether the orders of the Houſe were obſerved or not. 
[An inſtaitaneous cry of Chair ! Chain! Chair A 
Mr. Yorke ſaid, that the words were, that the Houſe had 
not credit with the e and did not deſerve credit of the 
. Country. : | | 
| Mr. SVoridam ſaid, that when the honourable member 

called to order he expected to hear nothing that was out of 
order, but it appeared to him that the aol diſorderly ſen- 
tence that had been uttered that night, came from the g gentle- 
man who called to order. _ 

The Speaker Rated to the Hou iſe his opinion on the point. 
If one mender only moves for the words of any other mem- 
| bet to be taken down, it ca not be done. But if it ſhould 
be the opinion of a ma yortty ol the Houle that the words 
ought to be taken down, then it became the duty of that 
member, who firſt defired the words to be taken down, to 
ſtate them hiraſelf, 2s he underſtood them, in writing, in 
order that they might be fairly ſubmitted to the Houte in 
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the form of a motion. The member, who ipoke the words, | 
had a right to peruſe them when thus put into writing, and 


to ſtate what he apprehended he had actually ſaid, if he 
differed from thoſe put down. He had alſo a right to give 
tins explanation to the Houſe: and if there was a difference 
in the opiniens of members reſpecting the words ſpoken and 
thoſe put down in writing, it then became a queſtion for the 
Houſe to determine. The honourable member who fpoke 
the words, had given an explanation which was very diffe- 
rent from thoſe mentioned by the honourable member who 
called him to order; that We gentleman, had in- 
terrupted the honourable member who ſpoke the words, be- 
fore he had finiſhed the ſentence. In regard to the point of 
| order, if it had appeared to him that the honourable mem- | 
' 25 who ſpoke the words was out of order, he Thould cer- 
jo tainly have taken notice of it. 
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Mr. Serjcant Adair ſaid, that the words objected to were 
faithfully quoted, with the exception of one word, which 
altered the ſenſe of the ſentence altogether, which the right 
honourable gentleman had jutt utterred when he was called 
to order. Jo interrupt a gentleman in the middle of a ſen- 
tence, was not the way to arrive at his meaning. 
Mr. Yorke ſaid, that from what had fallen from the learned 
ſerjeant as to theomiſſionofa word which he had not heard, he 
would not trouble the Houſe any further, as he ſaw that dif- 
ferent opinions prevailed as to the words ſpoken. _ L 
Mr. JF. S. uiii ſuid, that While the Tupport, good order, 
and wholeſome regulations of the Houle were pretended to 
be the object, it was neceflary that a gentleman ſhould not 
be interrupted without a ſullicient cauſe. He therefore 
hoped the honourable gentleman would be obliged to pro— 
ceccd with his motion, that the words might be taken down 
and the opinion of the Houſe had upon them. For his part, 
he had attended to what the honourable gentleman had ſaid 
on the ſubject, and he thought his words had been infinitely 
more oftenſive and difreſpectful to the Houſe, than any 
which had been uttered by his honourable friend. [Mr. iox- 
was much called upon to proceed. ] | e 
Mr. Ian proceeded. I was going to ſtate the circumſtan- 
ces of the country and of the time in which we live. I was. | 
going to ſtate to the Houſe, and if my words are to be ſtill ö 
objected to, I hope they will be taken down, for I do noc 0 
mean to ſhelter myſelr under any idea of having uttered 
5 words in haite, I mean to ſay, that this Houſe has not TH 
credit enough with this country. That it does not deſerve * 
credit enough, to come of its own authority to this addreſs, \ ; 
and afterwards to ſupport the King's miniiters, (I am refer- 1 
ring to what has happened in the laſt parliament, and what * 
has recently happened in this) under the idea of any verbal 
criticiſms that may do away the ſpirit of a meaſure. I am 
obliged to my learned friend for the part he has taken upon 
. the queſtion of order in this debate. But I ſay again, from 
= what has happened in the laſt Houſe of Commons, and 
i | what has recently happened in this, this Houte neither has, Wit 
. nor ought to have, eredit with the public for all its profeſſi- = | 
BB ons. Iwiſh my words to be taken down, I know the words fi 
are not ſo reſpectful as I could with. But to return to what 
has been my idea, that this Houle cannot get rid of the ret- 
Ponſibility which will attach to it by the proceedings this 
day, if they agree to the addreſs which is now propoſed to 


them. Well do remember what two years ago was ſaid to =_ 
| | perſuade 14 


— 
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perſuade and cajole the members of this Houſe, to agree to 
an amendment to a motion of an honourable friend of mine, 
to negociate with the French Republick. After a long no- 
tice of an honourable friend of mine to bring his motion 
for ard, and after he had, with the greateſt candour, {tated even 
the very words of his motion when he gave notice of his in- 
tention to make it. The motion was worded to call for an 
Iii hon it; an affirmative or a direct negative. A promiſe 
was made on the part of the miniſter to meet it ſo. Iwellremem- 
ber how that queſtion Was afterwards met. The miniſter dared 
not to try the eſteck of a direct negative; but he perſuaded 
the Houſe to adopt a tiſſue of words which he moved as an 

amendment to that motion. This he did merely as a ſalvo 
for the conſciences of ſome members of this Houſe, who in 
their hearts wiſhed for a negociation, but who wiſhed alſo 
not to vote againſt the miniſter. The gentlemen who thus 


| voted fot the amendment really thought, and felt in their 
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hearts, that they were paving the way for a negociation, and 
thus they were deceived; for the only uſe that was made of 
the vote upon that amendment was, to carry on the War 
without any attempt at negociation. The miniſter may ſay 
he did not think that any members of that Houſe were in 
that ſituation; but I know they were, and this is the uſual 
artifice. Motions or amendments are made, whichmay after- 
wards bear what conſtruction the miniſter pleaſes to put upon 
them; and it is thus he proceeds in the way which beſt 
ſuits his inclination. This was preciſely the caſe with re- 
gard to the motion to which I have alluded. Why do l 
mention this? To ſhew what the effect is of theſe jeſuitical 
practices, by which the miniſter cajoles the majority of this 
Houle, in conſequence of which upwards of one hundred 
millions have been added to the capital of your debt, and 
the lives of half a million of our fellow-beings have been 
ſacrificed. It is dreadful to reflect on the mighty miſchief 
which is the effect of apparently ſo contemptible a cauſe, 
for it is all owing to a little quibbling upon words. If this 
little grtifice, the offspring of a mean ſpirit, were to pro- 
duce but the triumph of a debate; if it proved only that the 
miniſter has a great keenneſs in repartee; if it argued only 
his acuteneſs, and there was to be an end of it, he ſhould 
be welcome to his paltry triumph from his paltry artifice. 
I, for my own part, ſhould have nothing to ſay againſt it. 
I ſhould ſmile at the effect, while I deſpiſed the cauſe. But 
when I know that the fate of millions of mankind depend 
upon it; when we all feel the dreadful havock it has made 

© a | | 1 
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in the happineſs of our ſpecies, it is not eaſy for the moſt 
philoſophical temper to preſerve its ſerenity: we are natu. 


rally led to indignation upon fuck reflections. It is this Wn 
which makes men doubt whether that conſtitution can be 9 
good under which fo many evils are produced. I tay, that 1 


theſe evils will be inercaſed, if this Houle agrees to the ad- 
dreſs which is now before it; and this country may ſoon be F 
in a ſituation out of which it can never recover. If the 1 
Houſe should agree with me, that Belgium ought not to be 1 
a ie qua non in Our view of peace, they will act like men 
in ſaving fo, freely, in which caſe they will, of courle re- 
gect this addrels: . : | We 
There are fome important parts of this ſubject, on which 1 
neither the communication from his Majeſty, nor the mi- 
niſter's ſpeech, conveyed to us any information. Was the 
Emperor, or was he not, a party, to this late negociation? 
If the French had acceded to the propoſals of Lord Malmeſ- —_ 
bury in his demands for the Emperor, to their full extent, iÞ 
his Imperial Majeſty would have acceded to the terms of N 
courſe, becauſe he was to have the whole of what belonged 
to him before the war; but if, in the event of our negocia- 
tion with the French, we ſhou!d agree, that the Emperor 
was to loſe a ſingle town, is the miniſter prepared to ſay that 
He has any authority from his Iinperial Majeſty to declare that 
he would have acceded? I atk again, was the Emperor a 
party to this negociation? Had Lord Malmeſbury any au- 
thority whatever from the Emperor to proceed upon this 
negoctation? If he had not, there muſt be an end at once 
of all pretence for ſincerity on our part, for itzis ſtated that 
the negociation was to be carried on, and concluded on 
behalf of his Britannic Majeſty and his Allies. Perhaps 
miniſters may ſay, they do not know whether the Emperor 
would have acceded to any terms in the negociation ſhort 
of the entire reſtoration of all he- has loſt in the prefent war. 
What! had they no means of knowing the ſentiments of his 
Imperial Majeſty upon the fubject? Were they taken by 
ſurpriſe? When they ſent him money from time to time, 
they had a pretty good opportunity of aſking his opinion. 
Nothing of this kind appears to have been done. Why 
then, I atk, —whether this negociation was not, on our part, 
what the miniſter has ſtated it to be on the part of the 
French, „a mockery of a negociation ?” It is atked bv the 
miniſters, and that with an air of triumph, why did not 
the French oſſer a contre-projet 3 it was perfectly unneceflary, 
after our ultimatum, Put there is a point in this matter ou 
irn 4 N | which 
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which the min'ſte, and! agree. He ſays that the whole of 
this ncgoci tation is alteren from any Other; and he ſays 
that noth ung is conclufive between nations until they come 
to a final treaty of peace, and that a mal treaty is binding. 
Let us try how this doctrine applies to our conduct towards 
Corfſica. Our connection there has coſt you thrice millions 
| ſterling. Pins jewel of Corſica has never been alked for on 
the part of Greac Þritain, in this negociation, or oftercd to 
the Frenca. Did miniſters, when they took it, Lay that 
Corſica was thus to be abandoned? Did they give to the 
Corſicans any ut that they might do fo in any event? B 
no means, . they annexcd it to the Crown of Gicat Bri- 
tain. W hy do miniſters not make a diſtinction between 
the caſe of the Co: CARR, and thoſe who choſe to abide by 
the French? Ive they not had that opportunity in the 
courſe of the late negociation? Did they not ſee that the 
Corſicans, feeling, I ſuppoſe, the horrid effects of French 
anarchy, wiſhing to exchange them for the benign favours 
and conſtant care of Royal greatneſs, threw themielves un- 
der the arms of tlie Sovereign of happy Britain. If they 
did fo, let me aſk, . hat! is the reaſon that the Corſicans were 
not even ſo much 15 mentioned | in the Tate NEgociation ! 25 But 5 
the miniſter may fry that the Corficans are no longer. under 
our care. Why? Becauſe the Corſicans, un grateſul people, 
did not find themſelves hoppier , more tree fr om corruption 
and court intrigue, 110re carefully protected from oppreſſion, 
more attended to in all that couſtitutes the comfort or a po- 
ple under therprotecting hand of Hir Gilbert Elliot, than they 
were under the npringi, oled Republicans of F rance. It 
Was, __ 3 Under a ſenſe of the ingratitude of the Cor- 


| tie Ng that Y Wel. chus omitte 1 111 the 48. gociat 10h ON the 309 


part of macnanumou Great" Brit. in. Suppoſe the Corſicans 
were to lay to Gur Sovereign, $ We chute yen, George the 
& Third, King of Great Brito in, to be our Sovereign, be- 
« canſe you are a mild, gracious, and bencvolent Prince, 
% and bec mule vou are the Sovereign of a free and happy 
« people. | e adopt the forin of the conſtitution of Eng- 
% land. We approve hig! hly of the right of clection in 
e England; give us, we beſecoh you, the bleilings of the 
4% Britiſl. ane let us be annexed. to the Pritiſn 
« Crown, to which we are attached. Relicve us from a 
« hord of robbers and aflaiiin % under whoſe tyranny we 
« now groan.“ I underiteod they did ſay this, for fo che 
miniſter told us, and therefore Corfica was, moſt kindly, 
annexcd to the Crown of Great Britain, W ould you J 
avo 


D ec 38. 

have ſaid, as you fay now, « that Corſica is not an object 
to vou in a negociation?“ Why did not you fay ſo then? 
Why! Becauſe your object was to dcJude the Corficans to 
anſwer your own petty policy for the moment. Suppoſe 
the Corſicans were to ſay to you now, © You took us v nder 
c your protection; why have you abandoned us to the fury 
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« of our old maſters, whom we deſerted from the conſi- 


« dence we had in your juſtice and magnanimity. Why. 


« did you not tell us your intention; * Why! Becauſe ; 
you knew, that had you been ſincere in telling us your in- 


tentions, you could not have N on the” Corlicans to 
join you. 

he Houſe will do well to think on the tiiakion af Bel- 
gium at this moment. Had you not better do no W. that you 


may be compelled to do a year hence, namely, give up all 


pretenſions whatever to it: and here let us look at our re— 
ſources— Wiſe men never behold an evil without fortitude, 
and J hope the people of this country behold the diminution 
of their reſources with fortitude. 
to the end of them I am re ady to admit? but they are not 
the friends of the people of this country, WI Oftell them they 


are not now nearer. to the end of their reſt ares chan? Rey 
My b bel elleß 18, Llrat 
by cqualling your incouie with your expenditure, 3 which Foe | 


were at the commencemen: of this war. 


cannot do but by enlarging your duties very much? by 
adopting meaſures that will gradually and re: illy, nog” lictiti- 
oufly, improve your tr ade and enlarge your commerce; you 
may yet be able to bear your load. 
which may be improved by wiſe meaſures. Bur if you pro- 
cced on the plan which this addrels opens, that ſuch wil be 


my opinien, or the opinion of any man of reilection a year 
hence, is not what I now believe: on the contrary, I bel: nes 


in my conſcience, n- ay, I. think I know, that if you proceed 
for four years more, upon the ſame plan as you have pro- 


ceeded for the four laſt years, you will be in a ſituation of 
Thoſe who aver the contrary, either have 
not capacity to underſtand the ſubject, or arè infincere in 
their afſertions. I have no difficulty 1 in ſaying, that to avert the 


irretrievable ! ruin. 


ruin of this country, there muſt be a change of ſyſtem ; 
there mult be a change of politicks, at home as well as abroad; 


What ! are we to alter the whole of our conſtitution, and 40 | 


as France has done? No fuch thing. We are not even to 
alter our conſtitution. We are only to reſtore our conſtitu- 
tion. When that is done the voice of the people will be 
heared, That yoice will controul the miniſter. By what 

4N 3 e ; means 
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means that is to be done, it is not my buſineſs now to ſpecify 
Whether by a parliamentary reform; or, 1 by a parliamen- 
tary reform, what fort of reſorm thar i is to pe, are queſtions 
which can: 10t be diſcufied at this moment. = this object 


may be included, perhaps, a conſiderable. minution of 


the influ rence of the Ns and ſo may m: uy other things, 
but they are all points which cannot be d. iſcuſſed now. 
I have, however, no difficulty in ſtating broaly at once, 
that ſome meaſure muſt be adopted which will niake it poſ- 
ſible that the voice of the people ſhould. be heard. That 
the voice of the people of England chould controul the con- 
au of the ſervants of the crown; that the voice of the 
people ſhould be every thing in great public affairs, and the 
Private opinions, or the wilhes of the miviſter of the Ex- 
ecutive government, nothing. That is the pure ſpirit, was 
once the letter of our conſtitution; the letter muſt be 
made to ſpeak again the ſpirit exactly. I ſay there mult be 
a change of: ſy tem in the politics of this country, both at 
home and abroad. If there are thoſe who are perſonally 


attached to: the minifter, be it ſo. gs they think there is 


Wanger in changing a miniſter on popul ar opinion, be it 
ſo. If they think that da ger greater than that which mult 


attend à cont inne mcc of the preſent ſyltem, be it ſo; but 


then let then ay 105 jet them declare it, that the. peo- 
ple n know, what they have to truſt to; for I believe in 


my conſcience that this country cannot Wave peace, without 
„a change of *fyſtem in politics, nor wichout a change of 
minſſters. J wutt ip. dak plainly upon this ſubject; I love 
the conſtitution les which I was born, but not thi which 


miniſters have created. I ſay that your ſyſtem muſt be 


altered, and miniſters muſt be changed, or you cannot have 
peace. Do 1 fay this from fancy or from perſonal en- 
mity, or from a deſire to fill the miniſter's place? Certainly 


not. I ſpeak from conviction, which has ariſen out of a 
Jong experience. Two years ago the people of this country 


wife ed for peace, and lately a pretended attempt was made 


to obtain it, but we are now in no better ſituation for 
it, than we were then. Miniſters tell Us that all this 1s ow- 
ing to the unreaſonableneſs of the enemy. We have now 


e the war for four years, and the effect of it has 
been, that though the miniſter has, year after year, aſſured 
us that the enemy could not poſſibly hold out againſt us, they 


are now more unreaſonble in their views than ever. This 


being the ſtate of thingsal cannot help thinking, on the face 


ofit, miniſters Ne miſco, nducted themſelves, and that * 
BE meaſures 
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f meaſures have not been adequate to the objects they pro- 1 
; poſed. This point is too clear to require illuſtration. It may b 
f be ſaid; „ true, miniſters have been unfortunate; but is — 
. « every unfortunate miniſter to be cenſured ?” Certainly ja 
a not; but here the deficiency is fo glaring the misfortunes fo 5 
1 numerous, the apparent mi{conduct to dangerous, that for | 
# | the ſafety of the publick, there ought to be a detailed and 4 
T cſcrupulous inquiry into theſe matters. J have an opinion 
f. _--. upon the capacity and the conduct of miniſters ; I need not 
. alledge what that opinion is; others there are, who differ 9 
WS: from me. I am ready to join ve upon that point, and to * 
1 eſtabliſh my opinion in the event of a fair enquiry. Good — 
J God! what a deplorable thing it is that we profit fo little 
4 by example: many of us are old enough to remember the if 
1 American war. No man uſed to ſay more confidently than 8 
” I did myſelf, that there was great miſconduct on the part of 1 
= his Majeſty's miniſters during that war. I was anſwered ih 
= by miniſters then, preciſely as I am anfwered by miniſters bl 
. now. lt is not our fault; the Whole is owing to the un- 1 
„ 4 reaſonableneſs of the Americans.” That did not appear of 
do me to bea weighty anſwer... But, in that caſe, the Houſe - 9 
1 | of Commons at laſt fell in with my opinion; and, long, long, | { 4 
after they ought, long, long, after the country called for it, 7 
they withdrew their confidence from miniſters: not, however, 9 


| before this country had eadured much calamity, But what 
Was all the calamity under which this country laboured, com- 
pared to that which bears upon us now? What was your 
ſituation at that time? You knew there was one meaſure 
= which would put an end to that war—acknowledging the 
| : independence of America; you did fo; in my opinion much 
too late; but, however, you did fo, and peace was the eſſect TH 
of it. But have you now ſuch a remedy for evils? agree 
; dc this addreſs, and tien tell me, that you have any thing to 1 
5 Expect but ruin, if miniſters chuie to follow their plan. Let 1 
me here remind the miniſter himſelf of what he ſaid when he bl 
Came into parliament. He was two young to be a member Il - 
of it at the commencement, but came in a little before the 9 
concluſion of the American war. He uſed, and molt worthi- 9 
ly uſed, his great eloquence againſt that war, and that elo- Tok ll | 
quence became triumphant. He afterwards congratulated 
this Houſe, and the people of this country upon the event: 
He ſaid, „the majority of this Houſe have put an end to the 
« American war: 1 tce an adminiſtration capable of ſerving 
« their country.” This was an adminiſtration of which I 
formed a part, and I am bound to thank the right honour- 


able 
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able gentleman for the compliment he was pleaſed to beſtow 
upon mie perionally. Of that adminiſtration the Marquis 
of Rockingham was the head; he was a character, dear to 


me at an early period of my like; and whote memory, time has 
only rendered more veneraiie. The right honourable gentle- 


man was then pleaſed to {peak in terms of the higheſt appro- 


bation of that adminiſtration. „ You have dettroyed the 
« war,” ſaid he, „and have rendered your country ſignal 


« ſerviee. I truſt you, a and confide in you; but neither can 
« you be ſure of continuing in power, (here, Sir, he proved 


c to be a prophet) nor can you prevent ſimilar difaſters be- 
sc falling your country, unleſs you itrike at the root of the 
evil.“ He propoſe, da remedy for that evil; 1 do not know 
whether it would have been effectual if adopted, but he 
Propoſed a remedy, and J remember he ſaid at the time, 
„% When the calamitics you now feel are forgotten, future 
ec wars will be created by future miniſters, who will be 


« corrupt; and the voice of the people will not be ſufficient 


©« to controul them, unleſs you reform the repreſentation or. 
« the people in this Houſe,” He has Iny ed to verily his pre- 
dictions by nis own Conduct; and he is now driving us to 
ruin in the very way he pr: dicted. What I now beg of the 


CJ 


Houle is this, "hat they will examine theſe matters atten= 


_ tively, and take the Pt vhich rational men ought to take 
to fave this land from ruin, which is, to withdraw their conti- 
_ dence from mn niſters, u. pieh wikloptient 1ntheir wild career? 
Thave ſtated my opinion of theſe miniſters. 1 any ſhe ew 
to you their infincerity in this negoctation. I have thewn 


to you there is no rational prolpeck of a termination of this 
war while you confide in them. In one word, 1 have ſhewn 


8 to you the cauſe of Your. calamities, and have pointed out to 


you the remedy. 1 have done my duty, and now call upon 
you to do yours 2 propole to you the follow! ing amen d- 
ment to the . s which is now: before vou. Mr. Fox 


moved the ſame amendment that was bre aght f forward by ; 


the Kari of Guildford in the Houle of TOs and wh ich Was 
miecrted 1 in page 575 and 576. | 
Mr. Secretary Dundis 424 the Secretary af Mar roſe both 


g together, but Mr. Secretary Dundas e to the follow - 


ing effect: | 
Of all the ſpeeches Lever 5 ard in. this Houſe, the lat, Ii 


think, is the moſt miſchievous. Not one word dich the right hon. 


gentleman ſay to add ſtrength to this country or 8 favour 


the negociation. There was ſcarcely one word in the whole 


of his ſpeech that did not go to the protection and encor- 


ragement of the enemy. He wot only aſſiſted them in the 
| e arguments 


—— * 5 ** 
þ EEK 2 


4 
: = 1 enn * * 
* 5 ; ' ; RES be.” SIRns FRYE 1 . 8 1 8 Y : F 
* AE : x 8 e ůůũ— — ᷑——ñ—k : ——— %5—'1k]¾ ⅛ d ANL ; 4 "*: 

9 : 12828 s * 2 r A Tc Fog ie. IIS ( * * > 2 

2 > * 1 r e a Mo „ . Ls 8 * * C * n * * 

2 - . . ESE ag AE OT LA 9 822 2 3-7" 2 

* : - 7 D - 3 * 


1 
4 8 


— . . "We? 3 1 : 

> - _« A at 1 : . &3. 
c en ang TE 
6 u I. » anda 1 — 2 I ne „ 1 PEAS — 
Dee 1 Ne r 8 8 * I . 
a 1 I / ee CT n 
— ; LN . WA RES ES 8 » "SHER! n 8 4 

R S + : — : S n E n 

we; 5 ob by 1 & * 7 een 5 r 

„ 1 * n n Be 

es 175 4 J 3333 y, 5 


"i 


Dec. 30.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Gap 


arguments which they have uſed themſelves ; but he ſug- 
geiled to them ſeveral ingenious arguments of his own to 
favour them, and which they failed ro produce in the courſe 
of the negociation. He may call this frank and plain deal- 
ing, but J cannot help thinking, that, according to the 


opinions and ſentiments of our foretathers, who were as 


virtuous as he will pretend to be; theſe things ſhould never 
be uttered pending a negotiation, when the intereſts of the 


Country may be at ſtake, and when certain points may be 


brought under conhderation, which require great caution- 
and great circumſpection. I believe it never before occurred. 
to the moſt inflamed patriot, to the moſt envenomed oppo- 
litioniſt that ever exiſted, to make uſe of his ſtation as 
a member of Parliament to plead the cauſe of the enemy. 

It is impoſtible for me to follow the right honourable gentle- 
man through every part of his diſcuſſion to-mght, and there- 
fore, I ſhall abandon many of his points in the courſe of 
what I have to ſubmit to you upon this ſfubject; nnd I do 
fo the more readily, becauſe J feel that there is not one of 


the general topics that he has urged to-night, ſuch as he 


has not for theſe two years paſt, been in the conſtant habit 
of alluding to. All theſe topics we have heard from him 
again, again and again; and, he muſt forgive me if I Tay, 
that, although every thing that comes from him, comes with 
great ingenuity, there is neither much novelty, nor any ad- 
ditional {kill in what he has advanced to-night. There is 
nothing new in any part of his ſpeech, except that which 


relates to the negocintion between us and the government 
of France. I hall place out of my view all he has ſaid on 


the commencement of the war. It 1s a topic which Parlia- 
ment has often dilcutled. Je has faid nothing new upon 


* - ; 5 442 a <=} 0 R = 
it, nor can 1 fay any thing new upon it in reply to him; 


and therefore, he will forgive me if I do not follow him, 


I thall cave out of the queltion alſo, every thing he has ſaid 
upon the neceſlity of x change in our ſy{tem at home; and 


of the neceſſity winch, be ſays, there is for a change of his 
NMajeſty's ſervants. It is not for me to fay one word upon 
thele points. Who ſhould ſucceed his Majeſty's preſent 


ſervants in cafe they mould be difmiſſed, I need not ſay one 
Word; that difficulty is a good deal removed by the right 


honourable genleman himſelf, He has often and often made 
his appeal to tote no are more competent to judge of that 
queſtion than myſelf. He has been telling the publick at 


large tor many, many years, that no perſon is fit to manage 
the aſfairs of this country but himſelf. He has ſaid fo ſor the 


laſt 


appeal to the Houſe upon that iſſue, and to call for its 


* 
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laſt twelve years at Jeait. If a change of the ſervants of 


government takes place, God forbid that there mould not be 


in this country, many men ſit to manage its affairs; but the 


country have not acquicteced with him in the perſon who ought 
to be their leader. Granting that this war has been unſuc- 
ceſsful ; granting that his Majeſty's winters are unſit for 
their ſituations, and that, therefore,” they ought to be ſuc- 
ceeded by others; is it not ſingula and extraordinary, that 
a gentieman who has been day after day advertiſing umſelf 
as a man the beſt fitted to {Gill up their places, that the 
eountry is not yct perſuaded upon that ſubject ? To his 


country he has made many appeals to that effe&t. This was 


the concluding part of his ſpeech near the concluſion of the 
laſt Parliament; when he publiſhed his own qualifications, 


Is it not ſingular, I ſay, that, rotwithſtanding all this, there 
Was not an univerſal outcry for a change of adminiſtration. 


That we are all inferior to him, is a point on which I will 
mot ſay a word. All I mean to ſay is, that when he makes 
his appeal to the publick, that he is the fitteſt man in this 


country to conduct its affairs, there has been hitherto no ge- 
neral manifeſtation of that being the opinion of the pub- 


lick; nor that the publick have ever paſſed any ſuch verdict 
upon his Majeſty's preſent miniſters, as that gentleman has 
done. Having faid this, I beg leave to come to the only 
queſtion which is now before you; and in doing ſo, I muſt 
remind you of the communication from the=throne at the 


opening of the preſent Parliament. Mr. Dundas read that part 


of the King's Speech which related to the opening of the 


negociation.] He then proceeded—By this you lee, that a 


a negociation was opened, miniſters are pledged to the ſin- 


cerity of that negociation z on that ſincerity the whole of 
| the queſtion now before you reſts. The propoſed amend- 
ment is right, upon the proſeſſed principle of the right hon- 
_ ourable gentleman ; for it puts the queſtion of our fincerity 


to iſſue before the Houſe. - I defire now to make my humble 
f dge- 


— 


ment. If there are any among you who think that misüſters 


: E we \ EIN 
were not ſincere in their profeſſed wiſhes tor peace [a cry of 


Order! Order] I fay if there is one member of this Houſe 
who thinks with the riglit honourable gentleman who moved 


this amendment, that we were infincere in our wiſhes for 


peace in the negociation, let him expreſs that opinion by 
yoting for the propoſed amendraent. I therefore cail on you, 
as men of candour and integrity, to lay your hauds upon 
your breaſts, aud give your cpinjons on the queſtion 5 : 
Vl | ay 


. 
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have ſtated it, and as the right honourable gentleman has 
ſtated it, for I admit he has {tated it fairly, we are now at 


iſſue with him upon itz and the Houle is to decide between us. 
Jam ſure the Houſe will not forget what my right honourable 
friend ſaid to-night on the dithcultics that were repeatedly 
thrown in the way of the negociation by the enemy. They 
will remember what ſteps were taken by us to commence the 
negoc ation, and how many diſcouraging events were thrown 


in the way. Minifters were, however, not to be diſcouraged; 


and, accordingly, a negoctator was ſent to Paris with a view 
to negociate for peace. Le arrived at Paris, and delivered 


in a confidential memorial. It is upon this document that 


the right honourable gentleman has offered to you a variety 


of criticiſms. Now, upon that point, I have only to ſay, 


that we defired nothing for ourſelves from the French; oi- 


fered to give up all that we had gained from them; on 


account of obtaining for our allies what we had not the 
choice of omitting to alk; and thus we proceeded on the 
agreed baſis of the treaty. Here let me obſerve, that while 


the right honourable gentleman talks of the expence of the 


war and the effuſion of blood, 1 regret it as much as he can 
do; but then I cannot admit it to be ſaid, that this is a war 


unjuſtly entered into on our part, or that it has been an un- 


ſucceſsful war to this country. I ſay, that from the carlieſt 


period of this country, down to the prefent war, there has 


not been one moment which has diſplayed more glory to this 
country than this war has done. We never ſtood in a pre- 
dicament which has been ſo glorious in its event to this 
country as we do now 1n the fourth year of the preſent war. 


I fay your offers to the enemy have been highly generous. 


You have offered to them all you have taken from them, in 
order to obtain compenſation for your ally. The right hon- 
ourable gentleman aſks, What right has the Emperor to afk 


back of the French what they have taken from him, wile 
he has taken from them nothing? Why if the caſe reſted 


| | * | 

there, he would have no reaſon to aſł much perhaps: but 
it ſhould be recollected that the Emperor is the ally of Eng- 
land, from whom the France has taken nothing, but who 


has taken much from France; the Emperor and we, put, as 


it were, our power into one common ſtock, and it is not 
merely as Emperor that we propoſe theſe reſtorations to him, 
but alto as the ally of England, with both which powers 
France is at war, that we make theſe propoſals. 


I come now to fay a few words on the ſtate of Holland. 


With regard to that country, Iam perfectly ready to defend 
Vol. I. 1796. | 40 | what 
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what I formerly ſaid upon that ſubject. I did not utter that 
opinion without an attentive conſideration. I am diſtinctly 
of opinion, that, if we conſult the intereſt of that country, 
or of any country under Heaven, the opinion which I gave 
upon that ſubject will be found to be correct. It was my 


opinion when Holland and this country were friends, as they 


would {till have been if there were not a French faction 


there; and the people of that country alſo would be of my 
opinion. I ſay, therefore, with reſpect to the Cape of Good 


Hope, it will be the greateſt calamity that can befal even 


Holland, if it ſhould be taken out of our hands. No 


power will ever try to do ſo but with a hoſtile view to the 
trade of that country and of this; whereas, if the Cape of 
Good Hope remains in the hands of this country, we ſhall 
not take away any part of the trade or commerce of Hol- 
land, but we may ultimately protect that very trade and 


commerce by our poſſeſſion of the Cape. I ſhall prove the 


expence of the eſtabliſhment to keep the Cape cannot Le 
borne by the Dutch as it can by us, and that they cannot 
keep up conveniently a ſuſhcient eſtabliſhment to protect it. 
I'fay that neither the French nor any other power can atk 


or with for the poſſeſſion of the Cape without a view of hoſ- 
tility to your Faſt India poſſeſhons and trade. 


The right honourable gentleman aſks, Why we did not 


come forward at once in this negociation, and ſtate broadly 
_ all you could concede in the laſt extremity ? He ſays, we 
might have done this ſafely if we knew they would have 


been rejected by the enemy, and this would have ſhewn to 


the world our candour. 1I tell him candidly, I do not think 
that to be good policy at any time in a negociation, and leaſt 
of all at this time, and under all the circumſtances of the 
prelent conteſt. e 


With regard to Belgium, the right honourable gentleman 


ſays, he thinks it an object to this country that it ſhould not 
remain in the hands of the enemy; but he doubts whether 
it is worth the ſacrifices which we muſt make to obtain it. 


With regard to the firlt point, namely, that Belgium is a 


great object to us, I agree with him entirely, and feel as 


much as he can in wiſhing that it ſhould not remam in the 
hands of France. But as to the ſacrifices which we may 


be called upon make, in order to wreſt it from tlie enemy, 
I beg leave to ſay, that I do not take my propoſition from a 


gentleman on one ſide, or another fide of the Houſe at this 


moment. I have a higher authority than that of any individual 
member; I have the concurring opinion of the beſt politi- 


cians 
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cians in Europe for centuries, that the Auſtrian Ne therland 
ought not to be in the power of France accordingly we 
have, at different periods, for centuries, been engaged, in- 
deed uniformly, except in part of the reign of the Steuarts, 
in preventing the Auſtrian Netherlands being in the power 
of France, and when one of the race of Steuarts adopted a 
contrary line of conduct, the Parliament ftept forward and 
entered into a ſolemn reſolution upon that ſubject. This 
was alſo the opinion of King William, which was one great 
reaſon for his coming over, and being received as the Sove- 
reign of theſe realms: I appeal alſo to the whole hiſtory of 
France to fortify this opinion. I know it was a maxim on 
the Continent, that the poſſeſſion of one acre of the Auſtrian 
Netherlands was worth a province any where elſe. This 
was a maxim held out in France by the ableſt politicians. 
Why dol tate this to the Houſe ? I do it to ſhew that they 
ſhould not raſhly, haſtily, without conſideration, adopt 
any fyſtem that tends to favour the ambition of France, 
and to obtain theſe poſſeſſions is not the policy of France 
now only, but has been the conſtant policy of France for 
ages, and as conſtantly the intereſt of other powers to op- 
poſe it. I deſire you to reflect on theſe opinions as I have 
itated them; and to reflect on the ſentiments ſtated in the 
amendment. And here let me aſk the right honourable 
gentleman whither he means to carry this frankneſs, this 
candour of his, that although the wiſdom and policy of our 
anceſtors are all againſt him, that yet, as a good citizen 


or a good ſubject, he ought to tell the enemies of his 


country they ſhould be obſtinate in keeping and retain- 


ing poſſeſſion of the Auſtrian Netherlands? We are told 


in the Britiſh Parliament, that we are not likely to obtain 
the Netherlands, and that twelve months hence we may be 
in a worle ſituation than we are now: and the right hon- 
ourable gentleman follows this up, with a wiſh that we may 
abandon all attempts to regain the Netherlands. I do not 
chuſc to join him in that wiſh. He may entertain it upon 
Tome vague notions of the general happineſs of the human 
race, but, if he means to draw any practical concluſion 
from that wiſh, he will fail in his attempt: and I with he 
would not try it, becauſe I believe all theſe generel obſerva- 
tions to be permcious to his country. I do not quarrel 
with him for his ardour for general happinaſs, but I wiſh he 
Would keep his ardour within bounds that may conſiſt with 


the intereſts of Great Britain ; for he has been telling the 


Houle, that they ought to give up all hopes of ſecing that 
| | | > a4 intereſt 
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intereſt preſerved. He has told us that the cauſe of the 


French is a popular cauſe in the Netherlands. Why is it 3 


popular caute ! Why are the French to be ſucceſsful, and 
the Auſtrians not to be fo? Is it perfectly impoſſible for 
the Emperor, with the aid of this country, or other allies, 
to regain the Auſtrian Netherlands? Or may not the Em- 
peror and his allies gain them, as they have gained other 
places, at the end of the campaign. I am not fo preſump- 


tuous as to ſay what will be the fate of the war, that is in 


the womb of time; but I am far from thinking that regain- 
ing the Auſtrian Netherlands is a. hopeleſs project, as the 

right honourable gentleman has ſtated it be 
If we called upon this Houſe to pledge itſelf to any terms 
of peace, there might then be ſome reaſon to cavil at the 
Addreſs, but the Houſe is not called upon to pledge itſelf to 
any ſpecific terms whatever. The only object is to leave this 
war in the hands of the Executive Government, without 

committing Parliament to any thing. Parliament is only 
called upon to thank his Majeſty for his gracious communi- 
cation, and to regret that his endeavours to obtain peace 
have not been attended with ſucceſs, and that the Houſe will 


.co-operate with his Majeſty to obtain that defirable object; 


that is the ſubſtance of the Addreſs. The amendment moved 
by the right hon. gentleman calls in queſtion the ſincerity of 
his Majeſly's miniſters in the courſe of the negociation. 
That is fair, we are at iſſue upon that point, and the Houſe 
is to judge between us. I ſay, the foundation of the rupture 


ol the negociation is this, that the French have deelared they 


will not do any thing except that which is conſiſtent with 
their own views of objects, and the meaning of their conſti- 
tution, and of treaties, as they chuſe to explain; and as that 
is really ſo, I did flatter myſelf there would have been no dif- 
ference of opinion upon this Addreſs. The queſtion then is 


reduced to this, whether we ſhould not agree to ſurrender to 


France every thing we had taken, and then begin to treat, 


having nothing in our hands to treat about? We did the beſt 


we could according to our judgments. If you think that in- 
deed we have been infincere in this negociation, ſay ſo. It 
you think we ought to be diſmiſſed, and that we deſerve your 
cenſure, declare it; but do not mix your diſapprobation of 


us with other matter, to weaken the hands of the Executive 


Government of the country. I ſay, deprive us of all power, 
if you pleaſe. If we have deceived you, deprive us of the 
means of deceiving you again; but do not, through our ſide, 
give ſuch a vital blow to your country as to 3 
ö | pe es N | zan 
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hands of its enemies. This, I ſay, you will do, if you adopt 
this amendment. This is a queſtion of great importance to 
miniſters undoubtedly, for it involves every thing that is va- 
juable to them perſonally z but it is a queſtion not worth 
conſidering either the one way or the other, when compared 
with the intereſt of the country which it involves. If any 
ane has a motion to make againſt miniſters, let him bring it 
forward in the ſhape of a ſpecitic propoſition, and put us 
upon our defence; but do not adopt a mcature which tends 
to weaken the reſources of your own country, and to 
ſtrengthen the- hands of your enemies. | 
Mr. Grey ſaid, at fo late an hour I ſhould not attempt to 
ſubwit my ſentiments to the Houſe, did I not ſeel it to be 
abſolutely neceſſary to take notice of the obſervations of the 
richt hon. gentleman who {poke laſt, and to ſet right, as far 
as I can do ſo, before this Houſe, and to this country, the 
conduct of my right hon. friend, not that he needs an do- 
cate, but that what was falſely imputed ſhould not paſs un- 
noticed. Another reaſon J have for thus addreſſing the 
Houſe is, that the nature of the amendment propoſed by my 
right hon. friend may not have affixed to it the character 
which the right hon. gentleman has been pleaſed to beſtow 


upon it. He laments that my right hon. friend in pleading 


as the advocate of the people of England, did not fall upon 
ny topic, nor urge an argument witch could tend to aſſiſt 
the people of England, or to ſtrengthen the hands of govern- 
ment at this eventful criſis.—It has been the invariable policy 
of his Majeſty's preſent miniſters, a policy in which they 
have been but too ſucceſsful in this Houſe, and which the 
purſue daily, to blend and connect themſelves and their cha- 
racters with the fate of government, and to repreſent every 
attack upon them for their incapacity and perverſeneſs, of 
which the Liſtory of this war has given us fo many melan- 
choly proofs, as an attack upon tlie conſtitution. I hope the 
day will come when, by a full and free enquiry, the conduct 
of adminiſtation in this, as well as many other reſpects, will 


be manifeſted to the world through the voice of Parliament, 


and that we ſhall come to ſome meaſure to avoid a repetition 
of ſuch conduct as has brought upon this country ſuch dread- 
ful calamity as it now ſuffers. An attack upon his Majeſty's 


miniſters, for their conduct in the preſent war, ſo far from 
being an attack upon the conſtitution, is a defence of it, in- 


aſmuch as the whole of their conduct in this war has been 
hoſtile to the principles of that conſtitution. J underſtand 


the negociation with France is entirely broken of, for the 


prelerg 
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preſent at leaſt. I ſay this from the knowledge I have of the 
practice of the right hon. gentleman who ſpoke laſt, for it 
dag his conſtant rule to refufe all information whatever upon 
the ſubject, ſtating it was improper to grant any, becauſe a 
negoclation was pending; and now that I ſee that the pa- 
Pers of that Neguct. ation are upon your table, I can have no 
doubt that ſuck negociation is at an end. He has now no 
reaſon for refuſing any further information which may be 
| wanting, ſi ce the cauſe winch he aſſigned for w ithholding 
it no longer exiits. If we call for any further information, he 
cannot arraign 1s without arraigning himſelf for his former 
practice. He chuſes, however, now to attack my right hon. 
friend, which was ſingular from the manner in which that at- 
tack was made. My how, friend, it ſeems, advertiſes for the 
place of a miniſter. Whether the moſt profound judgment; 
the moſt ſolid as, well as the moſt brilliant talents; whether 
a life devoted to the publick ſervice; whether the moſt diſin- 
reſted ſpirit and an unabated zeal for the welfare of his 
country, although not diſtinguiſhed by any mark of the Royal 
favour, be, or be not, the beſt claims for the publick confi- 
dence, let the publick judge. Such is certainly the condi- 
tion of my right hon. friend. If the hour was come, and I 
_ heartily wiſh it was, as a friend to my country, and particu- 
larly to its conſtitution, when my right hon. friend was cal- 
led into that ſituation for which, in my conſcience, I believe 
he is above all others qualified, he ſhall not want ſupport 
from me while I can give him any. He made the ſame ob- 
jections to the conduct of miniſters in the American war; he 
was told then, as he is told now, that he was advertiſing for 
the place of a miniſter. The nenple would have had reaſon 
to rejoice had they taken his advice ſooner. My right hon. 
friend has proceeded upon the ſame principle in this war. 
He is anſwered in the ſame way; and I am ture the hour is 
at hand when the people will manifeſt their ſorrow that tl 2 
did not take his advice ſooner. In the performance of a 
great publick duty, he is told he is pleading againſt his coun- 
try. I know he is pleading for his country; and I know 
he is not to be diſcouraged by any outcry that may be raved 
againſt him. 1 agree with him, that the ſyitem which mi 
niſters have adopted in this war mult be altered; and that 
nothing elſe can ſave this country from rum. Whatever 
ſhame or diſgrace may attach to that aſſertion, I beg leave to 
lay ina claim to a ſhare of it. Whatever may be the event 
of the debate this night, I am confident that the publick wul 
hercafter thank my hon. friend for the ar that he has taken 
throughout 
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throughout the war. They will conſider him not as the 
enemy, but the belt friend of his country. T he right hon. 
gentleman paſſed over that part of my right hon. friend's 


 tpeech which touched upon the origin of the war, in which | 


he was prudent, fince he knew he could not anſwer it ; but 
let me aſk that right hon. gentleman, whether, in diſcufſing 
the renewal of a war (for ſo the preſent caie may be ſaid to 


be), it is not fair to enter into its origin, and to obſerve upon 


its progreſs, in order to form ſome rational conjecture on its 
probable concluſion ? Aud let me then aſk him, whether there 
was one comment made ute of by my right hon. friend that 
was not well applied ? It is the obſervation of a great poli- 


tical writer that, in conducting a war, the parties ihould ne- 


ver forget that the object of it is peace. Try the preſent war 


by that ſtandard, and then fee what your condition is. This 


war was commenced by our miniſters from their hatred to the 
principles of liberty. It has been carried on upon that ha- 
tred. In the progreſs of it, language has been uſed, which 
has irritated your enemies fo much, that, to obtain peace 
while they remain in power, will be impracticable—Pur it 


ſeems the war has been ſucceisful, on our part, both by ſea 


and land. No man admires, more than I do, the valour 


which has diſtinguiſhed our forces, but compare it with your 


proſpect, and then ſee what your condition is. 
After taking a ſhort view of the achievements of this country 


and thoſe of the French Republick, and maintaining that the 


balance was prodigioufly in favour of the latter, Mr. Grey pro- 
ceeded thus Alt is not for me to revert tothe different periods at 
which this negociation might have been propoſed with better 


effect than it can be now. We all feel the truth of that ob- 


ſervation, We ſee that the French Republick is eſtabliſhed 


in ſpite of us; and I think there are but few of us who do 


not look back with regret on the various opportunities we have 
loſt of negociating to advantage. But the right hon. gentle- 
man admits that the Amendment puts the queſtion of the 
miniſter's fincerity in the negociation to ifſue. In that I 
agree with him; but when he comes to ſtate that which is 
not m the Amendment, and which, if it was, I ſhould not 
vote for it, his ſtatement ought to be corrected. He ſays, it 
goes to ſtrike a blow againit the vitals of the country. He 
did not attend to the Amendment, or he would not have 
ſpoken of it as he did. The Amendment only goes to ſhew 
that we lament the negociation was broken off, becauſe mi- 
niſters were not ſincere in their profeſſions for peace; and 

| e ſtates 
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f Mates the impropriety of infiſting on the French giving up 

; Belgium as a fine qua nan in our view of peace; and alfo 
| that the French have inſiſted on retaining Belgium with 

j equal pertinacity; thus it leaves the whole queſtion open ta 

| any future negociation. | 

Mr. Grey traced thecourſe which miniſters had taken from the 
1 time of making the requeſt by Mr. Wickham to the breaking 

N off of the late negociation at Paris, and diſcuſſed it at great 


length; and likewite the terms which were offered by Lord 

Mal meſbury to the French; all of which, he maintaincd, 

proved the inſincerity of the miniſters in the whole of the ne- | 
gociation. He concluded thus - conſider the debt and tacces 3 
with which this country is already loaded; conſider what 
vou muſt add to that load if you give yourſelves up to the 
will of the miniſter, as you will, if you agree to the addreſs, 
but from which you will be ſaved if you agree to the amend- 
ment; conſider the occans of blood which you will cauſe to 
flow by confiding in the miniſter; confider the miſery that 
| 5 muſt follow if you do; and then confider what is your duty 
WH -- to your country and to mankind at this awful moment | 
| After which the Houſe divided. BE 
1 Ayes (for the Amendment), e Ws 37 | 
1 5 Noe (againſt it), S „% „„ 2 


| iN 8 | EE RS | | Aocrity, | - 7 5 
1 The Addreſs was then agrecd to. : 0 
1 Mr. Grey then moved, that the Houſe be called over on 
5 the 16th of January next, which was ſeconded by Mr. Fox, 
1 and oppoſed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, The Houſe + 
5 | OT | 4 | 
= uu Ayes (for the Motion), 3 3 
1 e : Noes (againſt it), „„ hag. _ 6M 1 64 


5 N Mafority, ey STE 
Adjourned, at two o'clock, till the next day. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


SATURDAY, December 31. 


The Speaker informed the Houſe that the perſon employed 
to compile an index to the journals from the 35th to the 45th. 
volume incluſive had finiſhed his work, and that copies were 
left in the office of the Clerk of the Journals for ſuch mem- 
bers as might call for them. | | 


Doctor 
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Doctor Laurence ſtated, that he intended to make a mo= 
tion, after the receſs, in order to aſcertain the fituation in 


which we now ſtand, from the abrupt concluſion of the late 


negociation. He declared that he cordially agreed in the 
addreſs to his Majeſty, ſo far as it went to a vigorous proſe- 
cution of the war; and the diſcretion in that reſpect, which 
was left open to his Majeſty's miniſters, he conſidered as 
highly wiſe, though it had been much cenſured on the other 


| fide of the Houſe. It had been ſaid in the debate of the pre- 


ceding night, that the negociation was not yet abſolutely 
cloſed. One channel was {till reſerved by our enemies. 
With them it reſted to avail themſelves of it for explaining 
away that baſis, which they had finally propoſed under the 
authority, as they told us, of their beſt Publiciſts, but which 

e, as an unenlightened Publiciſt of the old ſchool, only 
thought more inadmiſſible, the more he reflected upon it; — 

the baſis of 7heir conſtitution, Heir laws, and their treaties. 
At preſent the receſs would occaſion a neceſſary pauſe. But 
when Parliament met again, ſhould there be no effential 
variation in the ſtate of things, he would make his intended 
motion on the firſt vacant day. His objeQ would be, to 
bring to a fair iſſue, if poſſible, once for all, certain topics of 


declamation perpetually introduced on the other ſide of the 


Houſe, whenever the preſent war was the ſubject of diſcuſ- 
ſion; and to unite, as far as might be poſſible, all thoſe 


who originally thought, and ſtill think, that the war was and 


is Juſt and neceſſary. 


Mr. Douglas moved, „ That this Houſe ſhould receive no 


petitions for private bills after the 20th of February next.“ 


Ordered. 


The Election Committees that ſtood in the orders of the 
Houſe for diſcuſſion early in February, were leverally ad- 
Journed to the end of that montn. = ND ora 
* The order for the ſecond reading of the bill for removing 
the Aſhzes, held at Thetford, | | 
to the 25th of February. | 
Lord Stopford appeared at the bar, and ſtated, that his 
Majeſty had received with great ſatisfa&tion, the expreſſi- 
ons of attachment which his faithful Commons had made 
in their Addreſs: His Majeſty had alſo ordered a copy of 
the Treaty between him and the Prince of Heſſe Darmſtadt 
to be laid before the Houſe. _ „„ 


The bill ſor the relief of the Poor was committed. 


The Chancellor of the Emrchequer ſtated, that the blanks 


| being led up in the committee, it was his intention to pro- 
Vo“. I. 1596. Co bÞ | 
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poſe, as he had formerly ſtated to the Houſe, that the bill 


thould be printed, fo that gentlemen might have an 1 opportu- 
nity of conſidering. it during the receſs. 
Mr. Fekyt reminded the hon. gentleman that it had been 


ſuggeſted to print more copies than would ſerve members of 
parliament only, for the purpoſe of diſtribution to perſons 


out of that Houſe, who could afford much uſeful information 
connected with the object of the bill. He pes that this 
ſuggeſtion was not to be overlooked. 

The Speaker ſaid, that when a bill had gone through a 
committee, and was ordered to be printed, it was the uſual 
practice for the perſon who filled the chair to order what 


number of copies he thought neceſſary. From the number 


of applications that had been made to him, on account of 


this bill, he thought that he ſhould order at leaſt 1 500 copies 


to be printed. The preſs, however, ſhould not be broke 
down, and if it ſhould be found to be neceſſary to print more, 
they could thus be afforded at a proportional leſs . 
than making a new edition. 
The Houſe being reſumed, the report was received. 
The Che:icellor of the eber ſaid he would move an 
early day aſter the holidays for the recommitment of the bill, 


With the view, that after ſome amendments had been made, 


it might be again recommitted before it was engroſſed. He 
moved that the bill be taken into farther conſideration on Fri- 
day, the 17th of Februa ary next. Ordered. And alſo that 
the bill be printed. 

Mr. Oæben, from the India 1 3 brought up certain pa- 
pers, purſuant to the orders of the Houſe of the 22d and 27th. 
of this month. Theſe papers were laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Adjourned. to "Ducſday d the 14h of February next. 


Is 
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LIST OF THE MINORITY ON THE AMENDMENT OF MR. FOX, 9 

To THE ADDRESS FOR THE CONTINUANCE OF THE WAR. i 

Baker, J. Peirſe, H. a 

Bamfylde, Sir C. Plumer, W. ( 

Barclay, G. Richardſon, ]. f 
Biddulph, R. Ruſſell, Lord W. 


Bouverle, Hon. E. 


Brogden, J. 
Burch, J. R. | 
Burdett, F. 
Byng, G. 
Combe, Aldermay 
Courtenay, J. 
Erxſkine, Hon. T. 
Fox, C. ]. 
Grey, C. 

Hare, J. 

Huſſey, W. 
Jefferys, N. 
Nicholls, J. 
North, D. 


Jekyll, J. 


TELLERs. 


Scudamore, J. 


Sheridan, R. B. 
Shum, G. 
Smith, W. 

Spencer, Lord R. 


Stanly, Lord 
Taylor, M. A. 


Thompſon, T. 
Tierney, G. 


Tufton, Hon. H. 
Tufton, Hon. J. 
Whitbread, S. 
Walwyn, J. 
Weſtern, C. C. 


Tarleton, General 
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APPENDIX: 
85 „„ 5 _— 
TREATIES, STATE PAPERS, PARLIAMENTARY 
REPORTS, AUTHENTIC DOCUMENTS, &c. 


MEMORIAL en 
DELIVERED TO THE MINISTER OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC 
| FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, BY LORD MALMESBURY- 


E HY Britannic Majeſty defiring as he has already declared, to 


contribute, as far as depends on himſelf, to the re- eſtabliſn- 


ment of publick tranquillity, and to enſure by the means of juſt, 


honourable and ſolid conditions of peace, the future repoſe of 
Europe; his Majeſty is of opinion, that the beſt means of attain- 
ing, with all poſſible expedition, that ſalutary end, will be to 
agree, at the beginning of the negociation, on the general prin- 
ciple which ſhall ſerve as a baſis for the definitive arrangements. 
The firſt object of the negociation for peace generally relate to 
the reſtitutions and ceſſions which the reſpective parties have mu- 
tually to demand, in conſequence of the events of the war. 


Great Britain, after the uninterrupted ſucceſs of her naval war, 


finds herſelf in a ſituation to have no reſtitution to demand of 
France, from which, on the contrary, ſhe has taken eftabliſhments 
and coloniea of the higheſt importance, and of a value almoſt in- 
calculable. ERC Cr en, . 85 
But, on the other hand, France has made, on the continent of | 
Europe, conqueſts, to which his Majeſty can be the leſs indifferent, 
as the moſt important intereſts of his people, and the moſt ſacred 
engagements of his crown, are eſſentially implicated therein 
The magnanimity of the king, his inviolable good faith, and his 
deſire to reſtore repoſe to ſo many nations, lead him, in this ſituation 
of affairs, to conſider the means of procuring terms of peace juſt 
and equitable for all the Belligerent powers, and calculated to en« 
ſure in future the general tranquillity, : ” 


It is, on this footing then, that he propoſes to.negociate, by 
offering to compenſate France by proportionable reſtitutions, for 


thoſe arrangements to which ſhe will be called upon to conſent, in 
order to ſatisfy the juſt demands of the king's allies, and to pre- 
ſcrve the political balance of Europe. 3 


Faving made this firſt overture, his Majeſty will in the ſecuel, : 


explain himſelf in a more extenſive manner, on the application of 


"7 Re | this 
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this principle to the different objects which may be diſcuſſed be- 
tween the reſpeCtive parties. 3 | v7 8 2 
It is this application which will conſtitute the ſubject of thoſe 
diſcuſſions into which his Majeſty hath authoriſed his miniſter to 
enter, as ſoon as the Nis to be adopted as the general baſis 
of the negociation is known. ' | JV 
But his Majeſty cannot diſpenſe with declaring, that if this 
generous and equitable offer ſhall not be accepted, or if, unfor- 
. tunately, the diſcuſſion which may enſue, may fail in the defired 
effect, neither this general propoſition, nor thoſe more detailed 
wich may reſult from it, ſhall be regarded, in any caſe, as points, 
agreed upon or accorded by his Majeſty. 5 . 


_ (Signed)  _MALMESBURY. 7 0 
e Miniſter Pleuipotentary from - 


V his Britannick Majefly. 
Paris, October 24th 1796. . 
REPORT TO THE DIRECTORY 
BY THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN ArTAIRS THE 4TH Ru- 
%% P ĩ na 
The Executive Directory having furniſhed me with full powers 
to treat for peace with Great Britain, I had yeſterday (3d Bru- 
maire) my firſt conference with Lord Malmeſbury, plenipotentary b 
commiſſioner of his Britannick Majeſty. He preſented to me the SY 
original of his powers, ſealed with the ſeal of Great Britain, and 
certified the copy which he had before preſented to me unſigned, 
and which I laid before the directory. I reciprocally exhibited 
to him my powers, and gave him a certified copy. It was agreed 
that the eriginals ſhould be exchanged upon the definitive ſertle- 
ment of the articles, and before their ſignature, 5 
We entered into this diſcuſſion. Lord Malmeſbury Nettes 
to me the memorial which 1 laid before the Directory. I obſerved 
to bim, that, ſpeaking in the name of the allies of Great Britain, 
and ſtipulating for their intereſts, he was, doubtleſs, furniſhed with 
their powers and inſtructions. He anfwered me, that he was not; 
but that when the Directory ſhould have explained itſelf upon the 
Principle laid down in his memorial, he would expedite couriers 
to give to the different courts an account of the negociations, 
and to receive their orders, I demanded of him if be could, at 
leaſt, ſpecify the principle of conceſſion in what concerned the 
republick and the government of Great Britain? He replied, 
that after the DireRory ſhould have explained itſelf, he would fend 
© a courier and demand inſtructions on this point. I then thought. 
it my duty to fay to Lord Malmeſbury, that I would lay his memo- 
rial before the Di ectory; that I would take its orders, and im- 
part to him its anſwer.  _ | 
. (Signed } _ CHA. DELACROIX. 


ANSWER 


1 
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ANSWER OF THE DIRECTORY. 


The Executive Directory orders the miniſter for foreign affairs 
to make the following anſwer to Lord Malmeſbury. _ 55 
The Executive Directory ſee with pain, that at the moment 
when they had reaſon to hope for the very ſpeedy return of peace 
between the French Republick and his Britannick Majeſty, the 
propoſition of Lord Malmeſbury offers nothing but dilatory, or 
very diſtant means of bringing the negociation to a concluſion. 

The Directory obſerve, that if Lord Malmeſbury would have 
treated ſeparately, as he was formally authoriſed by the tenor of 
his credentials, the negociations might have been conſiderably 


abridged ; that the neceſſity of balancing with the interelts of the 


two powers, thoſe of the allies of Great Britain, multiplies the 
combinations, increaſes the difficulties, tends to the formation of 
a congreſs, the forms of which it is known are always tardy, and 


requires the ac-efliop' of powers, which hitherto have diſplayed no 


defire of accommodation, and have not given to Lord Malmeſbury 
himſelf, according to his own declaration, any power to ſtipulate 


for them, 


Thus, without prejudicing the intentions of Lord Malmeſbury ; 
without drawing any concluſion from the circumſtance of his de- 
claration not appearing to accord with his credentials; without 
tuppoling that he had received any ſecret inſtructions, which 


would deftroy the effect of his oſtenſible powers; without pre- 


tending, in ſhort, to aſſert that the Britiſh government have had 
2 double object view; to prevent, by general propoſitions, the 
partial propokt. , is of other powers, and to obtain from the people 


of England the means of continuing the war, by throwing upon 
the Republic the odium of a delay occaſioned by themſelves ; the 


Executive Directory cannot but perceive, that the propoſition of 
Lord Malmeſbury is nothing more than a renewal, under more 
amicable forms, of the propoſitions made laft year by M. Wickham, 
and that it prefents but a diſtant hope of peace. wo | 
The Executive Directory farther obſerve, with regard to the 


principle of ceſſion advanced by Lord Malmeſbury, that ſuch 


principle, preſented in a vague and inſolated manner, cannot ſerve 


as the baſis of negociation ; thai the firſt points of confideration 


are, the common neceſſity of a juſt aud ſolid peace, the political 
equilibrium which abſolute ceſſion might deſtroy, and then the 


means which the Belligerent powers may poſſeſs; the one to re- 
tain conqueſts at a time when it was ſupported by a great number 


of allies now detached from the coalition; and the other, to re- 


Cover them at a time when thoſe who were at firſt its enemies, | 


have, almoſt all, either become its allies or neuter. . 
Neverthelefs, the Executive Directory, animated with an ardent 
deſire of putting a flop to the ſcourge of war, and to prove that 


they will not re:z2& any means of reconciliation, declare, that as 
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ſoon as Lord Malmeſbury ſhall exhibit to the miniſter for Foreign 
affairs ſufficient powers from the Allies of Great Britain, for ſtipu. 
| lating for their reſpective intereſts, accompanied by a promiſe on 
their part to ſubfcribe to whatever ſhall be concluded in their 
names, the Executive DieRory will give a ſpeedy anſwer to the 
| ſpecific propoſitions which ſhall be ſubmitted to them, and that 
the aifficulties ſhall be removed, as far as may be conſiſtent with che 
ſafety and dignity of the French Republic e 
FFP 2 FH 
| „„ REVEIELERE LEPEAUX, Prefident. 
_ LAGARDE, General Secretary. | 


SPANISH MANIFESTO. 
| DLCREE OF THE COURT OF SPAIN AGAINST GREAT BRITAIN» 
| MabpRID, Ocr. 11. 

His Majeſty has tranſmitted to ell his councils a Decree of the following 
tenor. EY RE „ 8 : 
One of the principal motives that determined me to make peace with the 
French Rep ub ick as ſoon as its Government had begun to aſſume a regular and 
ſtable form, was the manner in which England behaved to me during the whole of 
the war, and the juſt miſtruſt which I ought to feel for the future from the ex- 
perience of her bad faith, which began to be manifeſted at the moſt critical moment 
of the firſt campaign; in the manner with which Admiral Hood treated my ſqua- 
dron at Toulon, where he was employed ſolely in ruining all that he could not carry 
away himſelf; and aſterwards in the expedition which he undertook againſt the 
jſland of Corſica—an expedition which he undertook without the knowledge, and 
' which he concealed. with the greateſt care from Don Juande Langara, while they 
were together at Toulon. 3 „„ 5 N | 
e This ſame bad faith, the Engliſh miniſter has ſuffered clearly to appear by 
his ſilence upon the ſubject of all his negociations with other powers particularly in 
the treaty concluded on the th of November 1794 with the United States of Ame. 
rica without any regard to my rights, which were well known to him I remarked 
© It again in his repugnance to the adoption of my plans and ideas which might ac 
celerate the termination of che war, and in the vague reply which Lord Granville 
gave to my Ambaſſador the Marquis del Campo, when he demanded ſuccours of 
im to continue it. He completely confirmed me in the certainty of his bad faith 
by the injuſtice with which he appropriated the rich cargo of the Spaniſh ſhip le 
Sant Jago, or VAchille, at firſt taken by the French and afterwards re- talcen by 
the Englith ſquadron, and which ought to have been reſtored to me according to the 
f convention made between the Secretary of State and Lord St. Helens, Ambaſſa- 
L dor from his Britannick Majeſty ; afterwards by the detenſion of all the ammuni- 
| tion which arrived in the Dutch ſhips for the ſupply of my ſquadrons, by affect ng 
always different difficulties to put off the reſtitution of them. Finally, I could no 
ST | | | | longer 
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longer entertain doubt of the bad faith of England, when I learnt the frequent 
landing from her ſhips upon the coaſts of Chili and Peru, in order to carry on a 
© contraband trade, and to reconnoitre the ſhore under the pretence of fiſhing for 
whales, a privilege which ſhe gretended to have granted her by the Convention of 
Nootka. Such were the proceedings of the Britiſh miniſter to cement the ties of 
friendſhip and reciprocal confidence, which he had engaged to maintain according 
to our Convention of the 25th May 1793. | : 1 
Since I have made peace w.th the French Republick, not only have I had i | 0 
ſtronger motives for ſuppoſing an intention on the part of England to 
to attack my poſſeſſions in America, but I have alſo received direct inſults which 
_ perſuade me that the Fngliſh miniſter wiſhes to oblige me to adopt a part contrary | 
| | to the intereſts of humanity, torn by the bloudy war which ravages Europe, for 
| the termination of which 1 have not ceaſed to offer my good 8 and to delt 
. fy my conſtant ſolicitude. 
6 In fact, England has developed her intentions, has clearly evinced her pro- 
Felt of getting poſſeſſion of my territories, by ſending to the Antilles a conſiderable 
force, and particularly deſtined againſt St. Domingo, as the proclamations of her 
general in that iſland clearly demonſtrate, She has alſo made known her inten- 
tions by the eſtabliſhments which her commercial companies have formed upon | 
the banks of the Miſſouri, in South America, with the deſign of penetrating 
| | through thoſe countries to the South ſea, Finally, by the conqueſt which ſhe has 
| made of the colony of Demarary, belonging to the Dutch, and whoſe advantageous 


poſition) puts r! in a condition to get poſſeſſion of poſts ſtill more impor- 
tant. ö / 


« But there can no longer n any doubt of the hoſtile nature of theſe yes 
jects, when I confider tbe frequent inſults to my flag, the acts of violence com. 
mitted in the Mediterranean by her frigates, which have carried away ſoldiers 
coming from Genoa to Barcelona, on board Spaniſh ſhips, to complete my armies 3 
the piracies and exactions which the Corfican and Anglo- Corſican corſairs, pro- 
tected by the Engliſh government of that iſland, exerciſe againſt the Spaniſh and 
even upon the coaſts of Catalonia, and the different Spaniſh ſhips laden with Spaniſh _ 
property, and carried to England, under the moſt frivolous pretences, and eſpecially 
the rich cargo of the Spaniſh ſhip Minerva, on which an embargo was laid in the 
moſt inſulting manner to my flag, and the removal of which could not be obtain» 


ed, though it was demonſtrated before the competent tribunals that this rich cargo 
was Spaniſh property. 
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e Ihe attack committed upon my Ambaſſador, . Simon de _y Caſas, by | if i 
a Tribunal of London, which decreed his arreſt, founded upon the demand of a | | 0 
very ſmall ſum, which was claimed by the undertaker of an embarkation. Finally, 1 
the Spaniſh territory has been violated in an intolerable manner upon the coaſts of 
Galicia and Alicant by the Engliſh ſhips the Cameleon and the Kanguroo. More- 
: over, Captain George Vaughan, commodore of the Alarm, behaved in a man if 
ner equally inſolent and ſcandalous in the iſland of Trinity, where he landed with 
Jrums beating and flags flying, to attack the French, and! to avenge the injuries 


wien 
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which he pretended to have received, diſturbing by the violation of the rights. 
of my ſovereignty, the tranquility of the inhabitants of the iſland. 

By all theſe inſults, equally deep and unparalleled, that nation has proved 
to the univerſe, that ſhe recognizes no other laws than the aggrandizement of her 
commerce; and by their deſpotiſm which has exhauſted my patience and moderation, 
| ſhe has forced me, as well to ſup port the honour of my crown, as to protect my people 
againſt her attacks, to declare war againſt the King of England, his kingdom 

and vaſlals, and to give orders and take the neceſſary gan for the de- 
fepee of my domains, and my ſu bjects, and to repulſe the enemy,” 

Done at the Palace of mM Signed by the KING and the Secretar, 
| Laurenzo, O#. „ of the Council of war. : 

On Saturday the 8th of Oct. war was proclaimed at Madrid i in the uſual form, 


TREATY OF PEACE CONCLUDED BETWEEN THE FRENCH RE 
PUBLICK AND 18s MAJESTY "THE KING OF THE TWO 
„ Seite, 

The FRENCH REPUBLIC aud his Majeſty the KING or rng 
TWO SICILIES, equally animated with the deſire to make the 
advantages of peace ſucceed to the miſeries inſeparable from war, 

have named, viz. the Executive Directory, in the name of the 

French Republick, the citizen Charles Delacroix, minifter for 

Foreign affairs; and his majeſty the KING or Tue TWO 
 SICILIES, the Prince Belmonte Pignatelli gentleman of the 
Chamber, and his Envoy Extraordinary and miniſter plenipo-— 
tentiary to his Catholic Majeſty, to treat, in their name, the 
clauſes and conditions proper to re-eſtabliſh good underſtanding 
and friendſhip between the two powers, who, after having ex- 
changed their reſpective full powers, have agreed on the fol- 
lowing articles: 


Article I. There ſhall be peace, friendſhip, and 3 underſtanding between "lis 
French republic and his Majeſty the king of the Two Sicilies; in conſequence, | 
all hoftilities ſhall definitely ceaſe, reckoning from the day of the exchange of 
the ratification of the preſcnt treaty. Meanwhile, and till that period, the cone 
Aitions ſtĩpulzted by the armiſtice concluded on the 17th prairial of the Ach year 
(5th of June, 1796) ſhall continue to have full power and effect. 
II. Every anterior act, engagement, or convention on the one part ar the other 
of the two contracting parties, which are contrary to rhe preſent treaty, are 
revoked, - and-ſhall be regarded as null, and of ne effect; in conſequence, during 
the courſe of the preſent war, neither of the two powers ſhall furniſh to the 
enemies of the other any ſuccours of troops, ſhips, arms, -warlike ſtores, pravi- 
ions, or money, under whatever title or denomination that may be. 
III. His Majeſty the King of the Two Sicilies ſhall obſerve the moſt ſtrict neu- 
+trality towards all the belligerent powers; in conſequence he pledges himſelf to 


prevent indiſcriminatel .accels to his ports to all armed ſhips. of war belonging 
to 


* 


to the ſaid powers, which ſhall exceed four, according to the regulations ae- 


know!edged by the ſaid neutrality, All ſtores or merchandize known by the 
name of contraband, ſhall be refuſed them, 
Iv. All ſecurity and protection ſhall be granted againit all perſons hater, in 
the ports and roads of the Two Zicilies, to all French merchantmen, of what- 


ſoever number they may be, and wo all the ſhips of war of the Republic, not ex- 


ceeding the number ſpecified in the above artic'e, 
V. The French Republic and the king of the Two Sicities engage to rake off the 
ſequeſtration from all effects, revenues, goods ſeized, confiſcated and kept from 


the citizens or ſubjects of both powers, in conſequence of the preſent war, and 


to admit them reſpectively to the legal exerciſe of all civil Hants that may be- 


long to them. | 
VI, All priſoners made on one fide or the other, compriſing mariners and faila Irs, 
ſhall be reciprocally reſtored within a month, reckoning from the exchange of 


the ratification of the preſent treaty, paying the debts which they may have : 


contracted during their captivity ; the fick and wounded ſhall continue to be 
| taken care of in their FOTO A and ſhall be reſtored upon their re · 
covery. 
VII, To give 2 proof of his friendſhip for the French Route, and of his fin» 
cere deſire to maintain the moſt perfect harmony between the two powers, his 
Majeſty the king of the Two Sicilies conſents to ſet at liberty every French 


eitizen who may have been arreſted and detained in the States, on account of 


his political opinions reſpecting the French Revolution j all goods and property , 
| moveable or immoveable, which may have been {equeſtrated on the ſame ac- 
count, ſhall be reſtored to them. 


VIII. From the fame motives which dictated the cali articles, his Majeſty 


the king of the T'wo Sicilies engages to cauſe all proper ſearch to be made for diſ- 


covering, by legal means, and for giving up to the rigour of the laws, the perlons > 


© who filole, in 179 5, the popens dalonging to the wy miniiter of ths F rench 
Republic. | 


IX. The ambaſſadors or miniſters of the two contraſting | powers, ſhall enjoy _ 
their reſpective States, the ſame prerogatives and precedence which they en- 


joyed before the Wars, excepting thoſe which were allowed them as TRE ame 


baſſadors. 5 
X. Every French citizen, and all perſons belonging te the houſhald of the am- 
baſſador or miniſter, or to that of the conſuls and other authotized and ac- 
 knowledged agents of the French Republic, ſhall enjoy in the States of his 


Majeſty the king of the Two dicilies, the ſame freedom of religious worſhip as 


is enjoyed by the individuals of thoſe nations, not Catholicks, which are the moſt 
favoured in that reipect. | 


X1. There ſhail be negociated and concluded without delay, a winks of commerce | 


between the two powers, founded on the baſis of mutual utility, and ſuch as 


ſhall enſure to the French nation advantages equal de thoſe which are en- 


ren Vor. I. 1796. jozed 
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joycd in the kingdom of the two Sicilies by the moſt favoured nations. Unti} 
the completion of this treaty, the commercial and conſular relations ſhall be re- 
_ Ciprocally re-eſtabliſhed on the ſame footing as before the war. | 


XII. In conformity with the ſixth article of the treaty concluded at the Hague 


on the 27th Floreal, in the third year of the Republic, (16th of May, 1793, 
old fiy le) the ſame peace, friendſhip, and good underſtanding that are ſtipulated 
in the preſent treaty, between the French Republic and his Majeſty the king 

of the Two Sicilies, ſhall ſubſiſt between his Majeſty and the Batavian Re- 

public. „„ . 1 
XIII. The preſent treaty ſhall be ratified, and the ratifications exchanged, within 
_ forty days from the date thereof. | | 


Done at Paris 19th Vendemiaire, in the 5th year of the F rench Republic, one and 


indivifible, correſponding with the 10th of October, 1796, (old ſtyle.) 
5 (Signed) | 
CHARLES DELACRQIX, 8 
The Prince of BELMONTE PIGNATELY. 


. ____—_ 


LORD MALMESBURY. 
SRANSLATION | OF THE CREDENTIALS GIVEN 10 LORD 
MALMESBUR T. e 9 | 


(The original are in Latin,) 
% GEORGE RK. _ 


« (Georce, by the grace of God, King of Great Britain, 


France, and Ireland, defender of the faith, &c. to all to whom 


theſe preſents ſhall come, greeting. — Seeing that the flame of war 


has for a long time raged in different parts of the globe; deeply 
occupied with the project of terminating regulariy ſo many quar- 


rels and diſſenſions, of reſto11ng and conſolidating the public cran- 
gquility ; reſolved for this purpoſe to chuſe a man capable of a ne- 
gociation of this importance, and to inveſt him with full authority 
ro complete io great a wol k, be it known, that the fidelity, ta- 


lente, genius, perſpicuity, and experience of our faithful and dear 


counſellor James Baron MALMIESBZURT, knight of the molt 
honourable order of the Bath, in ſpir ing us with full confidence, we 


Have named him, and he is appointed and conſtituted our true, 
certain, and accredited Commiſſary and Plenipotentiary, giving 


and conceding him in all reſpects, full and intire power, faculty 


and authority; charging him beſides with our general and ſpecial 


orders to confer on our part, and in our name with the miniſter 
or miniſters, commiſſioners, and plenipotentaries of the French 


| republick, ſufficiently inveſted with equal authority, as well as 


with 
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with the miniſter, commiſſioners, or plenipotentiaries of the other 
Princes and States who may take part in the preſent negociation, 
alſo inveſted with the ſame authority; to treat either ſeparately or 
together ; to confer upon the means of eſtabliſhing a ſolid and 


durable peace, amity, and fincere concord; and to adopt all reſo- 


lutions and concluſions; to ſign for us, and in our name, all the ſaid 


conventions or concluſions; to m?ke, in conſequence, every treatyor 
treaties, and all other acts, & he ſhall judge neceſſary ; to deliver and 


receive mutually, all other objects relative to the fortunate execu- 
tion of the above-mentioned work; to tranſact with the ſame force 
and the ſame effect as we ſhould be able ta do if we aſſiſted in per- 
ſon ; guranteeing, and on our royal word promiſing, that all and 


each of the tranſactions and concluſions which ſhall be made and 


determined by our ſaid plenipotentiary ſhall be made and agreed 
upon, ratified, accepted, and adopted with the belt faith ; that we 


ſhall never ſuffer any one, either in whole or in part, to infringe 


and act contrary to them; and in order to give to every thing more 
ſecurity and force, we have ſigned the preſent with our Royal 
hand, and affixed to it the Great Seal of Great Britain, 


Given in our Palace at St, James's, 13th October, year of 


« Grace 1796, and of our reign the 37th,” 


NOTE DELIVERED TO THE MINISTER FOR THE DEPART 
| MENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, BY LORD MALMESBURY, Ex- 


vox OF THE BRITISH CABINET. 80 


«© The underſigned has not failed to tranſmit to his court the 
anſwer of the Executive Directory to the propoſitions which he 


was charged to make, and which were intended to ſerve a 


. s over- 
tures to a negociation of peace. | 


„With reſpe& to the injurious and offenſive inſinuations con- 


tained in that anſwer, and which are only fit to throw new Ob- 


ſticles in the way of that reconcileation which the French govern= 


mert profeſſes to deſire, the King has thoupht it far beneath his 
dignity to allow any reply whatever to be returned on his part. 
The progreſs and reſult of the negociation will no doubt evince 
the principles on which it ſhall have been conducted on either Gde - 


and it is neither by reproaches, as diſguſting as they are without 


foundation, nor by reciprocal inſults, that a ſince 
ſhewn to further the work of peace. | 
he underſigned proceeds therefore to the firſt object of dif. 
cuſſion ſet forth in the anſwer of the Executive Directory, viz. that 
of a ſeparate negociation, to which it has, without th | 
dation, ſuppoſed that the underſigned was authorized to accede, 
His credentials and powers, drawn up in the uſual form, fully 20. 
thorize him to negociate and conclude a peace ; but they 
hd, e en 


re intention is 


e leaſt foun. 


preſcribe 
neither 
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neither the form and nature, nor the terms of the future treaty, 
On theſe points he muſt, purſuant to the cuſtom long eſtabliſhed. 
and acknowledged, conform himſelf to the inſtructions received 
from his court, and he has conſequently not failed to inform the 
miniſter for the department of foreign affairs, in their very firſt 
conference, that the King his maſter, had expreſsly enjoined him 
not to liſten to any propoſal tending to ſeparate the intereſts of 
his Majeſty from thoſe of his alliee. | 
A negociation which embraces the intereſts and pretenſions 
of all the powers who make a common cauſe with the King in this 
preſent war, is therefore the only one which can take place. 
In the courſe of ſuch a negociation, the intervention, or at leaſt 
the participation of theſe powers, will no doubt become abſolutely 
_neceſſaty ; and his Majeſty hopes to find at all times the ſame 
diſpoſition to treat on a juſt and equitable baſie, of which his Ma- 
jeſty the Emperor and King gave the French government ſo 
_ ſtriking a proof at the very moment of the opening of this cam- 
paign. | 5 e e 
Bi But to wait for a formal and definitive authority on the part 
of the King's allies, before Great Britain and France ſhould be- 
gin to diſcuſs, even proviſionally, the principles of the negociation, 
would cauſe, it appears, a very uſeleſs delay. A courfe widely 
different has been purſued by the two powers on all former ca- 
fions of the ſame nature, and his Majeſty is of opinion, that the 
beſt pledge which at this moment they can give to all Europe of 
their mutual deſire to put a period as ſoon as poſſible to the cala- 
mities of war, would be to ſettle without delay a baſis of combined 
negociation, and to invite their allies to participate in it, in the 
belt manner calcula: ed to accelerate a general peace.  _ 
It was with this view, that the underſigned had it in com- 
mand to propoſe, at the very commencement of this negociation, 
a principle, which his Majeſty's generoſity and good faith could 
alone dictate to him, viz. to indemnify France, by proportionate 
reſtitutions fer ſuch arrangements as ſhe will conſcnt to, in order 
to ſatisfy the juſt claims of the Allies and the King, and to pre- 
ſerve the political balance of Europe. The Executive Directory 
has not explained iifelf in a preciſe manner either on the approba- 
tion of this principle, nor on the alterations and mortifications 
which it may deſire; nor has it propoſed any other principle tend- 
ing to the ſame end. The underſigned is, therefore, ordered to 
reſume this ſubject, and to demand on this head an open and pre- 
Ciſe declaration, in order to ſhorten the delay, which muſt other- 
wiſe reſult from the difficulties raiſed by the Directory with reſpect 
to the form of his powers. He is authoriſed to add to this de- 
mand the expreſs declaration, that whilſt his Majeſty ſhall ac- 
_ quaint his Auguſt Allies with all his ſucceſhve ſteps relative to the 
object of the preſent negociation, and fulfil towards thoſe Sovereigns 
in the moſt efficacious manner, every duty of a good and faithful any 
e c 
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he will at the ſame time neglect nothing on his part, both to diſ- 
poſe them to concur in this negociation, by all ſuch means as are 
moſt fitted to accelerate its progreſs and enſure its ſucceſs, and to 
preſerve them in diſpoſitions favourable to his wiſh for the return 


ef a general peace, on juſt, permanent, and honourable con- 
ditions, | | 


; (Signed) : MaluEszuRx.“ 
Paris, Nov. 12, 1796. 5 | | 


ANSWER Or THE MINISTER FOR THF DEPARTMENT OP 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO THE NOTE OF LORD MALMES= 


« 'The underfigned is charged by the Executive Directory to 


invite you to point out diſtinctly, and, as ſoon as poſſible, the 


objects of reciprocal compenſation which you have to propoſe. 


He has alſo in command to aſk you, where is the diſpr/etion to 
treat on a juſt andequitable baſis, of which his Majeſty the Emperor 


and King has given the French Government ſo ſtribing à proof at the 
 wery moment of the opening of this campaign. The Executive Di- 


rectory is not acquainted with it. It was the Emperor and King 
who broke the armiflice, 35 
to (Signed) en. Detacrorx:; - 
„Paris, the 22d Brumaire (12th November) 1 
tn year of the French Republic, one and 
Indiviſible.“ 3 eg i 


NOTE ADDRESSED BY LORD MALMESBURY TO THE MINISTER. 


FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
«© The underſigned does not heſitate a moment to anſwer tlie 


o queſtions which you are charged to propoſe to him on the 
part of the Executive Director. 8 . . 
The Memorial preſented this morning by the underſigned, 
propoſes in expreſs terms, on the part of his Majeſty, the King 


of Great Britain, to compenfate, by proportionate reſtitutions, 


the arrangements which France will have to agree to in order to 


ſatisfy the juſt claims of the Allies of the King, and to preſerve the 
political balance of Europe. 1 e 


« Before this principle is formally approved of, or another 
propoſed on the part of the Executive Directory, which may 


_ equally well ſerve as a baſi of the negociation for a general peace, 


the underfignel cannot be authorized to point out the objeRs of 
reciprocal reſtitution. 5 ns | 


1 As to the proof of the pacific* diſpoſitions Which his Majeſty 
c 


the Emperor and King teſtified towards the French Goveram 


at the opening of the campaign, the underſigned confines himſelf 
to repeat the following paſſage from the note of Baron Degelmann, 


of the 4th of laſt June. 
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The warlike operations ſhall by no means prevent his Impo- 
© ria! Majeſty from being conſtantly diſpoſed to concur, accord- 
ing to any form of negociation which may be adopted by the 
4 Belliger::it Powers, in the diſcuſſion of ſuch means as may be 
© Hroper 0 put a period to the further effulion of human 
£ biood,”? - . | 

« This note was preſented after the armiſtice had been broken 


off. . | - 
„VVV MArMEs BURN.“ 
« Paris, the 12th Nov. 1796. 


"ANSWER OF THE MINISTER FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF Fo- 
REIGN AFFAIRS TO THE PRECEDING NOTE. | 


c The underſigned is charged by the Executive Directory to 
declate to you, in àuſwer to your ſecond note of yeſterday, that 
he has nothing to add to the anſwer which has been faddreſſed to 
you, He is further charged to afk of you, whether on ever) 
official communication between you and him, it will be neceſ- 
| ſary for yon to diſpatch a courier for the purpoſe of receiving ſpe- 
cial inſtructions?“ 5 ED 
N (Signed) c CR. LAcRoOIx.“ 


LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE MINISTER FOR THE DEPART- 
MENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, BY LORD MALMESBURY, 
ENVOY OF THE BRITISH CABINET, rat wa 
The Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty re- 
queſts the Miniſter for the Department of Foreign Aftairs to in- 
form him, whether he ought to conſider the official note, which 
he received from him laſt night, as the anſwer to that which Lord 
Malmesbu y delivered yeſterday morning, by order of his Court, 
to the Miniſter of the Department of Foreign affairs. He defires 
this explanation that he may not retard the departure of his cou- 


r ES . 
„ (Signed) C MALMESBUZZ T.“ 
« Paris, the 13th of Nov. 1796. wy LED 


ANSWER OF THE MINISTER FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF ro- 
REIGN AFFAIRS, TO THE PRECEDING LETTER FROM LORD 
 MALMESBURY. ENDS EE „ 
The underſigned Miniſter for the Department of Foreign 
Affairs declares to Lord Malmeſbury, Plenipotentiary of his Bri- 
tannic Majeſty, that he is te conſider the official note preſented to 
him yeſterday, as the anſwer to that which Lord Malmeſbury de- 
livered to him on the morning of the ſame dag. 
VN (Signed) „LECROIX.“ 
The 23 Brumaire, 5 ch year (13th Nov.) 


ks | | „ SECOND 
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SECOND LETTER FROM LORD MAI MESBURY TO THE MINISTE 
FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. | 5 


« Lord Malmeſbury has juft received the an wer of the Miniſter 


for the Depariment of Foreign Affairs, wherein he declares, that 
the official aote tranimitted to him yeſterday is to be confidercd as 
the anſwer to zhat which Lord Malmeſbury delivered to him on 
the morning of the ſame day, | SN Rs 
„Lord Malmeſbury will this da 


Court. 
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y tranſmit it to his 
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BUDGET. 


The ResoiuTIONS moved by the Chancellor of the Exche- 


quer after opening the BUBGET, 


8 5 December 7, 1 796. 
Reſolved, is 


"HAT it is the opinion of this committee, that, towards the 

A raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the ſum of eigh- 
teen millions be raiied by annuities. | 
That every contributor to the ſaid ſum of eighteen millions 
ſhajl, for every one hundred pounds contributed and paid, be 
intitled to the principal ſum of 1121. 108. in annuities, after the 
rate of 5l. per centum per anuum, io commence from the 1oth. 
day of October 1796, and to be irredeemable, unleſs with the 
conſent of the proprictors thereof, until the expiration of three 


years from the period at which the exiſting annuities, aſter the 
rate of 5 per centum per annum, ſhall be redeemed and paid off, 
or the intereſt payable thereon reduced. _ 


That every proprictor of the ſaid annuities ſhall, at his deſire, 
on three months notice, be entitled, at any period of time not 
leſs than two years aſter the end of the war, and ratification of 


the definitive treaty ot peace thereupon, to have the ſaid annui- 
ties redeemed, either by the payment of 1c0l. for every 100], of 
ſuch annuities, or of 133]. 6s. 8d. capital in the zl. per cent. con- 
ſolidated annuities, at the option of ſuch proprietor. 


That the ſaid annuities, after the rate of 31. per centum per an- 


num, and the ſaid annuities, after the rate of 31. per centum per 


annum, 10 which the ſaid centaibutor may reſpectively become 
entitled, ſhall, as the ſame ariſe, be charged and chargeable upon, 
and payable out of, the conſohdated fund, and ſhall be payable 
and transferable at the bank of England, and ſhall be paid half 
yearly on the th day of April and the 1oth day of October, in 
every year, 2 — | | | 5 

That every contributor ſhall, on or before the 13th day of Ja- 
nuary 1797, make a depoſit of 10l. per centum on ſuch ſum as he 


or ſhe ſhall have ſubſ:ribed towards raiſing the ſaid ſum of eigh- 
teen millions, with the caſhier or caſhiers of the governor and 
company of the bank of England, as a ſecurity for makiag the 
future payments, on or before the days and times hereinafter 
mentioned, that is to ſay, | 5 EE 


| 1ol. per centum on or before the 17th day of March next. 
10l. per centum on or before the 21ſt day of April next. 
10l. per centum on or before the 24 day of June next. 
151. per centum on or before the 21ſt day of July next. 
151. pen centum on or before the 25 h day of Auguſt next. 
I 51. per centu on or before the 28th day of Septen. ber next; us 
£ | ; 15 
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t 5), per centum on or before the 31ſt day of October next. 
That all the monies ſo to be receive. by the caſhier or caſhiers 
of the governor and company of the Bank of England, ſhall be 
paid into the receipt of the Exchequer, to be applied, from 
time to time, to ſuch ſervices as ſhall then have been voted by this 
Houſe in this ſeſſion of parliament. | OP 8 
Ihat no receipt, for the monies ſo to be contributed, ſhall be 
iſſued to any contributor until after the 15th day of March 1797, 
or until ſuch contributor ſhall have contributed and paid the ſum 
of 20l. per centum on the ſum by him ſubſcribed. | 
That every contributor who ſhall pay in the whole of his or 
her contribution money, towards the ſaid ſum of eighteen mil- 
lions, or any inſtalment thereof, before the 13 th day of January 
1797, ſhall be allowed an intereſt, by way of diſcount, after the 
rate of 51, per centnm per annum on the ſ2m ſo advanced, to be 
computed from the day of paying the ſame to the ſaid 13th day 
of January 1797. 5 rr!!! Ct we M; 
| That every contributor who ſhall pay in the ſum of 20l. per 
| centum on the ſum by him ſubſeribed between the 13th day of 
| January and the 17th day of March 1797, ſhall be allowed an 
intereſt, by way of diſcount, after the rate of 51, per centum per 
annum on one half of the ſum ſo paid in, to be computed from 
the day f paying the ſame, to the 17th day of March 1797. 
And that every contributor who ſhall pay in the whole of his or 
her contribution money, towards the ſaid ſum of eighteen mil- 
lions, at any time between the 17th day of March and the 28th 
day of September 1797, ſhall be allowed an intereſt, by way of 
_ diſcount, after the rate of zl. per centum per annum, on the ſum 
ſo advanced, for completing his or her contribution reſpeRively, 
to be computed from the day of completing the ſame to the 3 iſt 
day of October 1797. | „ i 5 | 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
1 additional duty of cuſtoms, of two ſhillings and ſixpence be 
5 charged upon every one hundred weight of brown and Muſcovado 
ſugar, of the Britiſh plantations, which ſhall be imported into this 
kingdom after the 7th of December 1796. | 5 
hat, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional duty of cuttoms, of two ſhillings and ſixpence, be 
charged upon every one hundred weight of ſugar which may have 
been, or ſhall be, imported into this kingdom by the Faſt India 
Company, and which ſhall be. ſold at the ſales of the ſaid company 
afte rthe 7th day of December 1796. - e 
TIhat, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 
ditional duty of cuſtoms, of five ſhillings, be charged upon every, | 
one hundred weight{of any oiher ſugar which ſhall be imported inte 1 
this kingdom after the 7th day of December 1796. PR 4 
| | 
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That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additi nal duty of the cuſtoms, of three ſhillings and ſeven pence, 
be charged upon every one. taouſand bricks imported into this 
Kingdoin. | | 8 


That, 
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- That, towards raiſing a ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 


of cuſtoms, of one penny, be charged upon every pound weight of 


pepper imported by the Eaſt India Company, which ſhall be 
-aken out of, or delivered from, any warehouſe, for the purpoſe 


of exportation, after the 7th day of December 1796. | 


That, towards raiſing a ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad 


ditional duty of ten pounds per centum be charged upon the pro- 
duce and amount of the duties of cuſtoms, now due, and payable 


to his M.jeity on pepper, which ſhall be delivered out of any 


warehouſe to be uſed and\confumecd in this kingdom after the 7th 
day of December 1796. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional duty of ten pounds per centum be charged upon the 
produce and amount of the duties of cuſtoms, now due and pay- 
able to his Majeſty, on the following articles 1mported into this 


kingdom, that is to ſay, brimſtone, hemp, iron in bars or un- 


wrought, ordin ary oil of olives, and ſtaves, imported from any 


part of Europe. | | 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional duty of fine pounds ber centum be charged upon the 
produce and amount of the ſeveral duties of cuftoms, now due, 
and payable to his Majeſty on goods, wares, and merchandize, 


imported into, exported from, or brought or carried coaſtwiſe 


within this kingdom, except wine, ſugar, coals brought or car- 


ried coaſtwiſe within this kingdom, bricks, brimſtone, hemp, 


iron in bers gr unwrought, ordinary oil of olives, pepper, ſtaves 
im ported from any part of Europe, and prize goods, on being 
 warehouſed. | 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, ſo 
much of the drawback of the duties of cuſtoms, now allowed on 


the exportation of coffee and cocoa nuts of the produce of any 
Britiſh colony or plantation, as exceeds the drawback of the 
duties of cuſtoms now allowed on the exportation of any other 


ſort of coffee or cocoa nuts, ſhall be repealed, and no longer 


Paid or allowed. 


That, towards raiſing the ſnpply granted to his Majeſty, an 


additional exciſe duty of two pence halt-penny be charged upon 


every twenty ſhillings of the purchaſe money ariſing, or payable, 


by virtue of any ſale at auction in Great Biitain, of any intereſt 


in poſſeſſion or reverſion in any freehold, copyhold, or leaſehold, 


lande, tenements, houſes, or hereditaments, and of any annuities, 
or ſums of money charged thei eon, and of any utenfils in huſ- 
bandry and farming Rocks, ſhips and veſſels, and of any reverſi- 
onary intereſt in the public funds, and of any plate or jewels. 


That, towards railing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional exciſe duty of three pence be charged upon every 
twenty ſhillings of the purchaſe money arzfing, or payable, by 


virtue of any ſale at auction in Greaz Britain of furniture, fix - 


tures, pictures, books, horſes, and carriages, and all other goods 
and chattles whatſoever. 
| 9 That, 
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That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional exciſe duty of one ſhilling be charged for every thou- 
ſand of bricks which ſhall be made in Great Britain, and ſo in 
proportion for any greater or leſs, quantity. . 

That a drawback of the ſaid duty be allowed on all bricks which 
ſhall be made in Great Britain, and exported as merchandize to 
foreign parts. „„ | | 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional exciſe duty of nine pence be charged for every pound 
weight avoirdupoiſe of cocoa ru's, of the growth or produce of 
any Britiſh colony or plan:ation in America, imported into Great 
Britain, and which ſhall be delivered for home conſumption out 

of the warchouſe in which the ſame ſhall have been, or, ſhall be, 
lodged under the care and cuſtady of the proper officers for 
3 the dutics pay able thereon, after the 7th day of Decem- 
3706 oe 5 . . 
That, towards ra'ſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional exciſe duty of two ſhillings and ſixpence be charged for 
every pound weight avoirdupoiſe of cocoa nuts, of the growth or 
produce of any other place, which ſhall be imported into Great 
Britain after the 7th day of December 1796, or which ſhall be 
delivered out of the warehouſe, in which the ſame ſhall have been 
lodged under the care and cuſtody of the proper officers for ſecur- 
ing the duties payable thereon, for home conſumption, and is in 
proportion for any greater or leſs quantity, and for which all the 
duties payable thereon ſhall not be paid on before the 7th day of 
moo, A ITY | | Sh 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional exciſe duty of nine pence be charged for every pound 
weight avoirdupoiſe of coffee imported into Great Britain, and 
which ſhall be delivered for home conſumption our of the ware- 
houſe, in which the fame ſhall have been, or ſhall be, lodged 
under the care and cuſtody of the proper officers for ſ{-curing 
the Shen payable thereon after the 7th day of December 
17986. 55 . EY, D 
That, towards railing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional duty of one penny be laid upon every gallon of fer- 
mented wort or waſh brewed or made in that part of Great Bri- 
tain called England, for extracting ſpirits, for home conſum 
tian, from any malt, corn, grain, or tilts, or any mixture with 
the ſame, which ſhall not be actually diſtilled into ſpirits or or be. 
fore the 7th day of December 1956ʒ TEE ot 

That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſtv, an 
additional duty of one penuy be laid upon every gallon of eyder 
and perry, or any other waſh or liquor brewed or made in that 

partof Great Britain called England, from any ſortor kind of Britiſh 
materials (except ſuch as are before mentioned) or from any mix- 
ture therewith, for ex racting ſpirits for home conſumption, which 


Mall not be actually diſtilled into ſpirits on or before the 7th day 
of December 1796, | | | 


6:25" WE That, 
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That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional duty of one penny half-penny be laid upon every gal- 
lon of fermented wort or waſh brewed or made in that part of 
Great Britain called England from Melaſſes or ſugar, or any mix- 
ture therewtth, for extracting ſpits for home conſumption, which 
ſhall not be actually diſtilled into ſpirits on or before the 7th day 
of December 1796. iP. . 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional duty of two pence be laid upon every gallon of waſh 
brewed or made in that part of Great Britain called England, 
from foreign refuſed wine or foreign cyder, or waſh prepared 
from foreign materials, except melaſſes and ſugar, or any mixture 

therewith, for extracting ſpirits for home conſump;1on, which 
ſhall not be actually diſtilled into ſpirits on or before the 7th day 
of December, 1796 5 | a 
That, towards raiſng the ſupply granted to bis Majeſty, an ad- 
ditional exciſe duty, :t and after the rate of two ſhillings and 
| eight pence three farthinge, be laid upon every ninety-fix gallons 
of waſh, which Sir William Biſhop, Argles Biſhop, and George 
Biſhop, or the ſurvivor or ſurvivors of them; may produce from a 
weight of malt or other corn, including the bran thereof and not 
_exceeding one hundred and twelve pounce, which ſhall not be ac 
| my diſtilled into ſpirits on or before the 7th day of December, 
| . raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ade 
ditional exciſe duty of five pence h:1f-penny be charged for every 
_ gallon, Engl: wine meaſure, of ſpirits, of a ſtrength not exceed- 
ing that of one to ten over hydrometer proof, made or manufac- 
| tured in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, which ſhall be 
 3mported or brought from thence into that part of Great Britain 
called England, after the 7th day of December, 1796. pe. 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 
ditional exciſe duty, in proportion to the ſurplus ſtrength, be 
charged for every gallon, Engliſh wine meaſure, of ſuch ſpirits, of 
à greater ſtrength than that of one to ten over hydrometer proof, 
and not excecding three per centum. over and above one to ten over 
| hydrometer proof. | 8 %%% one Wea] | 
That, towards ra:{ing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 
ditional exciſe duty of five pence half-penny be charged for every 
gallon, Engliſh wine meaſure, of ſpirits, of a ſtrength not ex- 
ceeding that of one to ten over hydrometer proof, which ſhall 
 haye been imported, or brought, from that part of Great Britain 
called Scotland, into that part of Great Britain called England, 
and which; after the 7th day of December, 1736, ſhall be found in 
any ſhip or veſſel in which the ſame ſhall have been imported, or 
in any lighter or other veſſel after the unſhipping, and before 
the landing thereof, or upon any quay or wharf upon the firſt 
landing thereof, and which ſhall not have been charged with the 
laid additional duty, 3 e 
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That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 
ditional exsiſe duty, in proportion to the ſurplus ſtrength, be 
charged ſor every gallon, Engliſh wine meaſure, of ſpirits, of a 


greater ſtrength than that of une to ten over hydrometer proof, 
and not exceeding three per centum over and above one to ten 
over hydrometer proof, made or manufactured in that part of Gre: t 


nce into that part 


Britain called Scotland, and imported frum the 
of Great Britain called England. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 


_ ditional exciſe duty, in proportion to the ſurplus ſtrength, be 

charged for (very gallun, Engliſh wine meaſure, of ſpirits, of a 
greater ſtrength than that of one to ten over hydrometer proof, 
and not exce-ding three per centum over and above one to ten 


cover hydrometer proof, which ſhall have been imported from that 


part of Great Britain called Scotland, into that part of Great 


Britain called England, and, after the 5th day of December, 
1796, ſhall be found in any ſhip or veſſel in which the ſame ſhall 


have been imported, or in any lighter or other veſſel after the un- 
ihipping, and before the landing thereof, or upon any quay or 
wharf upon the firſt landing thereof, and which ſhall not have 
been charged with the ſaid additional duty, 


_ ſingle brandy which ſhall be imported into Great B 
7th day ef December, 1796. 


That, towards raiſing the ſuppiy granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 


ditional excife duty of ten pence be charged fer every gallon of 
fingle brandy which ſhall have. been imported into Great Britain, 


and which, after the 5th day of December, 1796, ſhall be found 


in any ſhip or veſſel in which the ſame ſhall have been imported, 


or in any lighter or other veſſel, after the unſhipping, and before 


the landing thereof, o, upon any quay or wharf upon the firſt 
landing thereof, and which ſhall not have be 
ſaid additional duty. 


ditional exciſe duty of one ſhilling and eight pence be charged for 
every gallon of brandy above proof, which ſhall be imported into 
Creat Britain after the 7th day of December, 1796. 

That, towards taifing the ſupplly granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 
ditional excite duty of one ſhilling and eight pence be charged for 
every gallon of brandy above proof, which fhall have been im- 


ported into Great Britain, and which, after the 7th day of De! 


cember, 17 
ſame ſhall 5 


after the unjhipping, and before the landing thereof, or upon an 
quay or wharf upon the firſt landing thereof, and which ſhall not 
have been charged with the ſaid additional duty. | | 


That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſt d- 
ditional exciſe duty of eight pence be charged for —_ "ation of 
rum, ſpirits, or aqua vitz, of the produce of the Britiſh colonies 


6, ſhall be found 1n any ſhip or veſſel in which the 


hat, towa ds raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 
ditional exciſe duty of ten pence be charged for every gallon of 


ritain after the 


en Charged with the | 
That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 


ave been imported, or in any lighter or other veſſel _ 


or 
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or plantations, which ſhall he imported into Gieat Britain after 
the 7th day of December, 1796. . | 
That, towards railing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 
di: ional exciſe duty of eight pence be charged for every gallon of 
rum, ſpirits, or aqua vitz, of the produce of the Britiſh colonies 
or plantations, which ſha!l have been imported into Great Britain, 


and which, after the 7th diy of December, 1696, ſhall be found 
in any}ſhip or veſel in which the ſame ſhall have been imported, 
or in any lighter or otter veſſel after the unſhipping and before 


the landing thereof, or 11501 any quay or wharf, upon the firſt 


landing thereof, and which ſhali not have been charged with the 
Jaw additional duty, © mlunnen nt I 


That, towards ra'fing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 
Git1onal exciſe duty of ane ſhilling and four pence be charged for 


_ every gallon of ram, ſpirits, or aqua vitz above proof, of the pro- 


Cuce of the Britiſh c Tonics or plantetions, which ſhall be import- 
ed into Great Britain alter the 7th day of December, 1796. 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 


_ ditional excife daty of one ſhilling and four pence be charged for 
every gallen of rum, ſpirits, or aqua vitæ above proof, of the pro- 


duce of the Britiſh colonies or plantations, which ſhall have been 
imported into Great Brita n, aud which, after the 7th day of De- 


cember, 1796, ſhall be found in any ſhip or veſſel in which the 


fame ſhall have been imported, or in any lighter or other veſſel; 
after the unſhipping, and b-tore the landing thereof, or upon any 
quay or wharf, upon the fitit landing theieof, and which ſhall nor 
have been charged with the faid additional duty, 
That, towards raiting the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 


_ ditional exciſe duty of ei cht pence be charged upon every gallon 


of rum or ſpirits, of the produce of the Britiſh plantations, which, 


on the 7th day of December, 1796, ſhall be in any warehouſe in 


which the ſame ſhall have been pur, ſubject and according to the 


rules, regulations, reſtrictions, and provitions, contained and pro- 


vided in an act of pa:liament, made in the 15th year of the 1eign 


of his late Majeſty King George the Second, concerning the land- 
ing of rum or fpirits ot the Britiſh ſugar plantations before pay- 
ment of the duties of exciſe, and lodging the ſame in warehouſes, 


and which ſhall, from and after the ſaid 7th day of December, be 
delivered out of any ſuch Warehoale or Warehouſes, reſpectively | 


for home conſumption, except ſuch rum or ſpirits for which all 
the duties, due and pavable thereon, fhall have been paid on or 


before the ſaid 7th day of December, 1796. 


That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 


ditional exciſe duty of one ſhilling and ſour pence be charged upon 
every gallon of rum cr ſpirits above proof, of the produce of the 


Britiſh plantations, which, on the ſaid 7th day of December, 1796, 


ſhall be in any ſuch warebouſe, and which ſhall, from and after the 


ſaid 7th day of December, 1796, be delivered out of any ſuch 
warchcuſe for home conſumption, except ſuch rum or * | 
| | | | Fn whi 


BUDGET\ co ly 


- which all the duties payable thereon ſhall have been paid on or be- 
fore the 7th day of December, 1796. : | 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 
ditional exciſe duty of ten pence be laid upon every gallon of 
ſingle ſpirits, or aqua vitz (other than ſuch brandy, rum, or [pi- 
rits, as aforeſaid) which ſhall be imported into Great Britain 
after the 7th day of December, 1796. | | 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 


additional exciſe duty of ten pence be charged for every gallon of 
ſiogle ſpirits, or aqua vitæ (other than ſuch brandy, rum, or ſp'- 
rits, as aforeſaid), which ſhall have been imported into Great 
Britain, and which, after the 7th day of December 1796, ihall 


be found in any ſhip or veſſel in which the ſame ſhall have been 


imported, or in any lighter or other veſſel after the unſhipping, 

and before the landing thereof, or upon any quay or whart upon 
the firſt landing thereof, and which ſhall noc have bcen charged 
with the ſaid additional duty. | | | 
That, towards raiſing the ſypply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional exciſe duty of one fhilling and eight pence be laid 
upon every gallon of ſpirits, or aqua vitæ (other than ſuch brandy, 

rum, or ipirits as aforeſaid) above proof, which ſhall be 
imported into Great Britain after the 7th diy of December 
| That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional exciſe duty of one ſhilling and eight peace be charged 


for every gallon of ſpirits, or aqua vitæ (other than ſuch brandy, 
rum, or ſpirits as aforeſaid) above proot, which ſhall have been 


imported into Great Britain, and which, after the 7th day of 
December 1796, ſhall be found in any ſiip or veſſel in which the 
ſame ſhall have been imported, or in any lighter or other vetle! 
after the unſhipping, and before the landing thereof, or upon any 
quay or whart upon the firſt landing thereof, and which ſhall. 
not have been charged with the ſaid additional dury, 3 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 
ditional exciſe duty of ten pounds per centum be laid upon all tea 
which ſhall be fold at the ſales of the Unit d Company of Merchants 
of England, trading to the Eaſt Iudies, for two ſhillings per 
pound weight or upwards, after the 7th day of December 1796, 
(or which, naving been ſo ſold, ſhall be found in any warchoule 
belonging to the ſaid United Company after the ſatd 7th day. of 
December 1766) to Be compured upon the groſs prices at which 
{uch tea ſhall be, or ſhall have been, ſold, | | ; 
That a drawback of the duty be granted upon the exportation 
of all tea ſold by the ſaid United Company, and e xported to 
apy place where a drawback of the duty on tea is now allowed 
y law. f | 


That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional duty of thirty-fix pounds per gallon be charged uy n - 
tne contents of every till uſed in didülling worts, wath, or low 


Wines, 
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wines, from malt, corn, grain, or Britiſh materials, in the low 


lands of that part of Great Britain called Scotland. | | 
'That, tawards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 


ditional annualduty of ſixty pounds per galloa be charged upon the 
contents of every {till uſed in dittilling worts, waſh, or low wines, 
from melaſſes or ſugar in that part of Great Britain called Scot- 


land. | | 
Tbat, towards raiſing the ſupyly granted to his Majeſty, an 


additional annual duty of ſeventy-two poundsper gallon be charged 
upon the contents of every ſtill uſed in diſtilling worts, waſh, or low 


wines, from foreign refuſed wine, or foreign materials (except 
melaſſes or ſugar) in that part of Great Britain called Scotland. 
That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 


_ additional annual duty of thirty- fix pounds per gallon be charged 
upon the contents of every ſtill uſed in diſtilling worts, waſh, or 


low wines, from malt, carn, grain, oa Britiſh materials, in that 


part of Great Brisain called England, to be exported to that part 
of Grert Britain called Scotland, 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 


additional annual duty of thirty-ſix pounds per gallon be charged 
upon the contents of every {till uſed in rectifying or compounding 
| ſpirits in that part of Great Britain called England, to be export- 


ed to that part of Great Britain called Scotland. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 


ditional annual duty of ſixty pounds per gallon be charged upon 
the contents of every ſtill uſed in diſtilling worts, waſh, or low 


wines, from melaſſes or ſugar, in that part of Great Britain 


called England, to be exported to that part of Great Britain 
called Scotland. | - | | 


That, towards railing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 


ditional annual duty of ſeventy two pounds per gallon be charged 
upon the contents of every ſtill uſed in diſtilling worts, waſh, or 
low wines, from foreign materials (except melaſſes or ſugar) in that 


part of Great Britain called England, to be exported to that part 


5 of Great Britain called Scotland. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an | 
additional annual duty of four pounds per gallen be charged upon 


the contents of every {till uſed for diſtilling worts, waſh, or low 


wines, in the highlands of that part of Great Britain called | 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 


ditional annual duty of thirty-ſix pounds per gallon be charged 


upon he contents of all ſtills uſed for red iſying or compourding 


ſpirits, in that part of Gacat Britain called Scotland. 

That the ſeveral rates of poſtage, now payable for the convey} 
| ance of letters and packets by the poſt, within England, Wales, 
and ihe town of Berwick upon Tweed, do ceaſe and determint. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted for his Majeſty, there 


be charged for the the port or conveyance of every ſingle letter 
_ conveyed or carried by the poſt within Enland, Wales, and the 


town _ 
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town of Berwick upon Tweed, for any diſtance not exceeding 
fifteen meaſured miles from the office where ſuch letter may be 
put in, to the office where ſuch letter ſhall be delivered, the ſum 
of three pence, for every double letter fixpence, for every treble 
letter nine pence, and for every ounce in weight one ſhilling, and 
ſo in proportion for every other letter or packet of greater weight 
than one ounce. | 33 IG | ED 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there 
be charged for the port and conveyance of every ſingle letter, 
conveyed or carried by the poſt within England, Wales, and the 
town of Berwick upon Tweed, for any diſtance above fifteen 
miles, and not exceeding thirty miles, from the office where ſuch 


letter may be put in, to the office where ſuch letter ſhall be deli- | 
vered, the ſum of four pence, for every double letter eight pence, q 
for every treble letter one ſhilling, and for every ounce in weight | 
one ſhilling and four pence, and ſo in proportion for every other of 


letter or packet of greater weight than an ounce, _ | 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there | 
be charged for the port and conveyance of every ſingle letter, con- 1 
ö veyed and carried by the poſt within England, Wales, and the Mn 
town of Berwick upon Tweed, for any diſtance above thirty | 
miles, and not exceeding fixty miles, from the office where ſuch 
letter may be put in, to the office where ſuch letter ſhall be deli. 
vered, the ſum of five pence, for every double letter ten pence, 
for every treble letter one ſhilling and three pence, and for every 
ounce in weight one ſhilling and eight pence, and ſo in pro- 
portion for every other letter or packet of greater weight than 
| | an ounce, | | £5 | =; 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there 
be charged for the port and conveyance of every fingle letter 
conveyed or carried by the poſt within England, Wales, and che 
town of Berwick upon Tweed, for any diſtance above ſixty miles, 
| and not exceeding one hundred miles, from the office where ſuch 
letter may be put in, to the office where ſuch letter ſhall be deli- 
vered, the ſum of fix-pence, for every double letter one ſhilling, 
for every treble letter one ſhilling and ſix- pence, and every ounce 
in weight two ſhillings, and ſo in proportion for every other letter 
or packet of greater weight than an ounce. | . 
That, towards raſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there 
be charged ſor the port and conveyance of every ſingle letter con- 
veyed or carried by the poſt, within England, Wales, and the 
town of Berwick upon Tweed, for any diſtance above one hundred 
miles and not exceediug one hundred and fifty miles, from the 
office where fuch letter may be put in, to ſuch office where ſuch 
letter ſhall be delivered, the ſum of ſeven pence, for every double 
letter one ſhilling and two pence, for every treble letter one ſhil- 
ling and nine pence, and for every ounce in weight two ſhillings 
and four pence, and fo 1n proportion for every other letter or 
packet of greater weight than an ounce, 280 
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T hat, towards aaiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there 


be charged for the port and conveyance of every ſingle letter con- 


veyed or carried by the poſt, within England, Wales, and the 


town of Berwick upon Tweed, for any diſtance above one hund- 
red and fifty miles from the office where ſuch letter may be putin, 
to the office where ſuch letter ſhall be delivered, the 125 of 
eight pence, for every double letter one ſhilling and four pence, 
for every treble letter two ſhillings and for every ounce in weight 
two ſhillings and eight pence, and fo in proportion for every 
other letter or packet of greater weight than an ounce. _. 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there 
be charged for the port and conveyance of every ſingle letter con- 
veyed or carried by the poſt within that part of Great Britain 


called Scotland, in addition to the rates of poſtage now payable, 


the ſum of one penny, for every double letter two pence, for every 


treble letter three pence, and for every ounce in weight four 
pence, and ſo in propcrtion for every other letter or packet of 


greater weight than an ounce. | 
That, the ſeveral rates of poſtage now payable for the convey- 


ance of letters and packets from and to London, to and from Por- 


tugal, and from and to London, to and from the Britiſh dominions 
in America do ceaſe and determine. | . 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there 


be charged for the port and conveyance of every fingle letter 
paſſing from any part of the kingdom of Great Britain to Liſbon, 


or to any other port in the kingdom of Portugal, and from Liſbon, 
or any ſuch. port, into Great Britain, excluſive of the inland 
rate of poſtage charged thereon, the ſum of ons ſhilling, for every 
double letter two ſhillings, for every treble letter three ſhillings, 
and for every ounce in weight four ſhillings, and ſo in propor- 
tion for every other letter or packet of greater weight than an 
ounce, | 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there 


be charged for the port and conveyance of every ſingle letter 


paſſing from any part of the kingdom of Great Britzin to any 
port within the Britiſh dominions in America, and from any ſuch 
port into Great Britain, exc]uſive of the inland duty of poſtage 
charged thereon, the ſum of one ſhilling, for every double two 


ſhillings, for every treble letter three ſhillings, and for every 
_ ounce in weight tour ſhillings, and ſo in proportion for every 


other letter or packet of greater weight than an ounce. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there ; 
be charged on all letters and packages paſſing to or from Portugal, 
from or 0: Great Britain, and to or from the Britiſh dominions in 


America, from or to Great Britain, the inland rate of poſtage, ae- 
cording to the diſtance ſuch letters and packets ſhall be conveyed 
within great Britain. | 


That, towards raiting the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, upon 
every afleiim nt to be made after the 5th day of April 1797, 


under, er by virtue of, any act or acts ot parliament hereinafter 


mentioned, 
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mentioned, that is to ſay, an act, paſſed in the twenty-fourth 


year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, . An act for 


& repealing the ſeveral duties on tea, and for granting to his 


« Majeſty other duties in lieu thereof, and alſo ſeveral duties on 
© inhabited houſes, and upon the imyortation of cocoa nut; and 
<« coffee, and for repealing the inland duties of exciſe thereon,” 
one other act, paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, intituled, 
An act for granting to his Majeſty new duties on certain horſes 


* 


& not charged with duty by any other act or acts of parliament, 


«© and on mules,” one other act, paſſed in the ſame ſeſſion of par. 


liament, iutituled, “ An AQ for granting to his Majeſty ſeveral 
« additional duties on horſes, kept for the purpoſe of riding, or 


« drawing certain carriages therein mentioned,“ and one other 
act, paſſed in the ſame ſeſſion, intit uled, “ An Act for granting 
& to his Majeſty certain Dutieson Dogs,” for, or in reſpec of, the 
ſeveral rates and duties thereby granted, under the management 
of the commiſſioners for the affairs of taxes, an additional rate or 
duty ſhall be charged, after the rate of ten pounds for every hund- 
red pounds, of the groſs amount thereof in ſuch aſſeſſment. 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty upon 
every aſſeſſm:nt to be made aiter the 5th day of April 1797, un- 
der, or by virtue of, any act or acts of parliament hereinafter 


mentioned, that is to ſay, one act, paſſed in the ti enty- 
fourth year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, 
«© An Act of for granting to his Majeſty certain duties on horles, | 


“kept for the purpoſe of riding, and on horſes drawing certain 
carriages, in reſpect whereof any duty of exciſe is made pay- 


able,“ and one other act, pafſed in the twentv-ninth year cf 
«© the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, „ An Act for 


« granting to his Majeſty ſeveral additional rates and duties upon 


< horſes, and carriages with four wheels, and for explaining and 


«« amending an act, paſſed in the twenty- fiftn year of his preſent 


«© Majeſty, as far as relates to certain carriages with two or three 
Wheels, therein mentioned,,”” for, or in reſpe& of, the ſeveral] 
rates and duties on horſes kept for the purpoſe of riding, or for 


the purpole of drawing any carriage in the ſaid acts reſyectively 
mentioned ; one other act, paſſed in the latt ſeſſion of parliament 
intituled, “ An Act for granting to his Majeſty new duties on 
«© certain horſes not charged with duty by any other act or acts 
of parliament and on mules,” one other act, paſſed in the 
fame ſeſſion of parliament, intituled, “ An a@ for granting to 
his Majeſty ſeveral additional duties on horſes, kept for the 
„ purpole of riding, or drawing certain carriages therein men- 
** tioned,” and one other act, paſſed in the ſame ſefin of pailia- 
ment, intituled, «© An Act for granting to his Majeſty certain 
«© duties on Dogs,” for, or in reſpect of, the ſeveral rates 
and duties thereby reſpectively granted, a further additional rate 
or daty ſhall be charged, after the rate of ten pounds fr 
every hundred pounds, of the groſs amount thereof in ſuch 
afleſiment. By. | | 
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That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there 
be charged, for and upon all goods, wares, mechandize, and 
things whatever, conveyed upon any river, cut, canal, or other 


Inland navigation in Great Britain, in reſpe& whereof any toll, 


Tate, or duty, ſhall be collected and received by any perſon or 
perſons, company or corporation, by virtue of any act or acts of 
parliament, now in force, or hereafter to be made, a duty equal 
to one eighth part of ſuch toll, rate, or duty, and in addition to 
the ſame, to be paid by the reſpective pesſons to whom ſuch toll, 
rate, or duty, may be reſpectively payable. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there 


be charged for every coach, berlin, landau, chariot, calaſh, or 


other carriage with four wheels. and every calaſh, chaiſe, chair, 
or other carriage with two wheels, by what name ſoever the ſame 


now is, or hereafter ſhall be called or known, to be employed as 
publick ſtage coaches, or carriages, for the purpoſe of conveying 


paſſengers for hire, to and from different places in the kingdom 


of Great Britain, an additional duty of one penny for every 
mile ſuch carriage ſhall travel, to be paid by the owner or owners 


thereof, 


arrier, or other perſon, carrying goods, 


wares, merchandize, or other things, for hire, by land carriage, 
from place to place in Great Britain, ſhall give a receipt for every 
| parcel, or package, delivered to them reſpectively, to be convey- 


ed by ſuch carriage for hire; and that, upon every receipt, there 


ſhall be charged a ſtamp duty of two pence, to be paid by the 
perſon or perlonages delivering ſuch parcel or packages. 


TRASLATION 


16329 
TRANSLATION 


OF THE DECLARATION OF WAR OF THE COURT OF MADRID 
| | AGAINST GREAT BRITAIN. | 


0 of the principal motives which determined me to make 
| peace with the French republic, as foon as its govern- 
ment began to take a regular and ſolid form, was the conduct 
which England had obſerved towards me during the whole courſe 
of the war, and the juſt diſtruſt which the experience of her ll. 
faith ought to occaſion on my part for the future. Ihis ill- 

faith became manifeſt in the moſt critical moment of the firſt 


campaign, from the manner in which admiral Hood treated my 
fleet at Toulon, where he attended to nothing but the deſtruction 


of what he could not carry away with him; and from his pre- 
ſently after taking poſſeſſion of Corſica, which Expedition that 


Admiral concealed with the greateſt care from Don Juan de 


Langara, when they were together at Toulon. 


The Engliſh miniſtry afterwards confirmed the ſame from their 


ſilence in all their negociations with other powers, eſpecially by 


the treaty which was ſigned the 19 h November, 1794, with the 


Dnited States of America, without any reſpe& or conſideration 


for my rights, which were well known to them. | 

I noticed alſo that 3li-faith in their repugnance to adopt the 
Flans and ideas which might accelerate the concluſion of the war, 
and in the vague anſwer Lord Grenville gave to my A mbaſſa- 


dor, the Marquis Del Campo, when he applied for ſuccours to 


continue it. 8 e 

I was finally confirmed in that opinion by the injuſtice with 
which they appropriated to themſelves the valuable cargo of the 
Spaniſh re-captured ſhip Saint Jago, or Achilles, which they 


ought to have reſtored according to the agreement between my 


firſt Secretary of State and of the Deſpacho, the Prince de la 
Paz, and Lord St. Helens, his Britarmick Majeſty's Ambaſſador 
and by the detention of the naval ſtores coming for the uſe of 


my arſenals on board Dutch veffels, the forwarding of which was 


delayed under freſh pretexts and difficulties. 


| Laſtly, I had no doubt left of the ill-faith in the conduct of 


England, from the frequent arrival of Engliſh veſſels on the coaſt 


of Peru and Chili, to carry on a contraband trade, and reconnoitre 


y, a privilege 


thoſe coaſts, under the pretext of the whale fiſhet 
they claimed by the Nootka Convention. 


Such were the proceedings of the Engliſh miniſtry, to prove 


the Friendſhip, good underſtanding, and ſtrict confidence, which 


they had offered to obſerve with Spain in all the operations 
of the war, by virtue of the Convention of the 25th May, 
1793. 1 | c 


Since 


5 IJ. - -— 
P r SM." 


r n 


* * . — 
E. rr * 3 


= 


30 STATE PAPERS, 


Since peace was concluded with the French Republick, I have 
not only had the beſt grounded motives to ſuppoſe England har- 
boured an intention to attack my American poſſeſſions; but I 
have received direct injuries, which have confirmed to me the 
refolntion formed by that miniftry, to oblige me to adopt a 


part contrary to the good of humanity, torn to pieces by 


the bloody war which is annihilating Europe, and contrary 
to the ſiacere deſire I have manifeſted, on repeated occaſions, to put 


an end to it by means of peace, propoſiug my good offices to ac- 


celerate its concluſion. e | | 
England has, in fact, ſhewn openly her views againſt my domi- 


nions, by the great expeditions and armaments ſent to the Weſt 
Indies, deſtined in part againſt Saint Domingo, in order to impede 
Its delivery to France, 2s is evident from the proclamations of the 


Englich generals in that iflard ; by the eftabliſhment of trading 
companies in North America, on the banks of the river Miſouri, 
with an intention to penetiate through thoſe regions to the South 


Sea; and laſtly, by the conquelt ſhe has juit made on the conti- 


nent of South America, of the colony and river of Demerari, 


belonging to the Dutch, which advantageous ſituation puts her 
dn the way to occupy other important points. 


But her views have been ſtill more hoſtilely and more clearly 


 ſhewn by her repeated i:fults to my flag, and by the violence 
committed in the Mediterranean, by her ſhips of war, in taking 


out of different Spanitk veifels the recruits for my armies, who 
were coming from Genoa to Barcelona; by the acts of piracy 


and vexation, by which the Corſican privateers, protected by the 


Engliſh government in the iſland, deſtroy the Spaniſh trade in 
the Mediterranean, even within the bays of the coaſt of Cataluna; 
and by the detention of ſeveral Spaniſh veſſels, laden with Spa- 
niſh property, which have been carried into the Engliſh ports 


under frivolous pretexts ; eſpecially by the embargo of the rich 


cargo of the Spaniſh ſhip Minerva, execu:ed with outrage to the 


Spaniſh flag, and ſtill detained in ſpite of the molt authentic do- 


cuments, {newing the {aid cargo to be Spaniſh property, having 

been preſented in the proper court. = 
Ihe affence has not been lefs grievous which has been offered 

fo the character of my Ambaſſador Don Simon de las Caſas, by 


one of the courts of law in London, which ordered him to be ar- 
| reſted on the ground of a demand, made by a maſter of a veſſel, 
for a very ſmall ſum of money. 


And, laſtly, it has been no longer poſſible to tolerate the enor- 
mous violations of the Spaniſh territory, on the coaſts of Alicant 
and Galicia, committed by the brigs of the Engliſh Navy, the 


Cameleon and Kanguroo; and that which took place at the iſland 


of Trinidad was ſtill more ſcandalous and inſolent, when Capt. 
Vaughan, commander of the Alarm frigate, landed, with colours 
flying and drums beating, at che head or his whole ſhip's com- 


pany armed, to attack the French, and revenge injuries which he 


Faid 
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ſaid he had received, thus diſturbing, by a proceeding ſo of- 


fenſive to my ſovereignty, the tranquillity of the inhabitants of 


that iſland. 5 Os 

By ſuch reiterated and unkeard-of inſults, that ambitious nation 
has repeated to the world the examples of her knowing no other 
law than that of the aggrandizement of her trade, by means of 
an univerſal deſpotiſm by ſea. She has gone beyond the 
bounds of my moderation and forbearance, and obliges me, in 
order to ſupport the honour of my crown, and to attend to 


che protection I owe my ſubjeQs, to declare war againſt the King 


of England, his kingdoms, and ſubje&s, and to command that 
ſuch orders be ſent to all parts of my dominions, as may be beſt 


calculated for the defence of my beloved ſubjects, and for the 


annovance of the enemy. 


* 
% 


ANSWER 


ro THE DECLARATION OF WAR OF THE COURT OF Man- 
RID AGAIST GREAT BRITAIN. 


The open and undiſguiſed aggreſſions of | Spain, the violences 


committed againit the perſons and properties of his Majeſ- 


 ty's ſubjects, and the unprovoked Declaration of War on the part. 


of that power, have at length obliged his Majeſty to take the 


neceſſary meaſures for repelling force by force, and for vindi-. 


cating the dignity of his crown, and the rights and intereſts of 
his people. 


At the moment of adopting theſe meaſures, his Majeſty thinks 


itſdue to himſelf to remove every ſhade of doubt which could be 


thrown on the indiſputable juſtice of his cauſe ; and it will be 
eaſily proved, from the very reaſons adduced by the court of Mad- 
rid in ſupport of its Declaration of War, that all the calamities 


which may enſue from it are ſolely to be attributed to the conduct 
of his enemies. 3 : 


A ſimple reference to that declaration, and a bare enumeration 


of the vague and frivolous charges which it contains, would in- 
deed be ſufficient to ſatisfy all reaſonable and impartial minds, 
| that no part of the conduct of Great Britain towards Spain has 
_ #fforded the ſmalleſt ground of complaint, much leſs any motive 


ſufficiently | 
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| ſufficiently powerful fox adding to the ptefenit calamities of Europe, 
all the eviſs of a new and complicated war. 

The only difficulty of a more detailed reply ariſes not from the 
ſtrength and importance of the complaints alledged, but from 
their weekn«s and futility—from the confuſed and untelligible | 
ſhape in stich they are brought forward, and from the impoſ- 
fibility of referring them to any eſt:.bliſhed principle of rule or 
juſtice, to any vſual torm . or topic of complaint between inde- 
pendent gov ernments, or to any of thoſe morives which can alone 
create the pain ſul duty of an appeal to arms. 

The acts of h ſtility attributed to his Majeſty in the Maniteſto of 
| Spain, conſiſt either of matters perfectly innocent and indifferent in 
their nature, or of imputed opinions and intentions of which no 
proof is adduced, nor any effect alledged, or laſily, of complaints 
of the miſconduct of unaithoriſed individuals; reſpecting all 
which his Majeſty has never failed to inſtitute enquiry, where 
enquiry was neceſſary, and to cauſe juſtice to be done in the re- 
gular courſe of judicial proceedings. The very nature of ſuch 
complaints af:rds a ſufficient anſwer to the concluſion attempted 
to be drawn from them by Spain; and his duft. might have 
been well juſtiſied in declining all further diſcuſſion on points, 
on which it was manifeſt that no juſt motive of Wine could 
be grounded. | 

Such however was not bis condudt; 3 to avert from 
both Kingdoms the calamitics of war, he has repeatedly, but in 
vain, propoſed to zcjult, by amicable diſcuſſion, all points of 
difference which could fubſiſt between the governments of two 
nations, whole real intereſts were the ſame, and who had an equal 
concern in opp-ling the progreſs of a common enemy. 5 

This diſcuſſion Having always been {tudionfly avoided by the 
court of Madrid, it now remains only for his Majelty to vindicate, 
in this publick manner, his ov.n cauſe, and to prove the futility 
of thoſe pretentions by which that court now ſceks to colour its 
aggreſſion. | 
The firlt point brought forward to fapport- an 3 of ill 
faith, —is the conduct of the King's admiral at Toulon ; who is 
charged with having deſtroyed thoſe ſhips and naval ſtores of the 
enemy which he could not carry away with him ;—and with 
having afterwards undertaken an expedition to Corſica without 
the knowledge or participation cf the Spaniſh admiral. To an 
accuſation of ſuch a nature, alledged as a ground for war be- 
tween two great nation, it can hardly be expected that a ſerious 
anſwer ſhould be given. It is, pe haps, the firit time that it has 
been; imputed as a crime to one of the commanding officers of 
two powers acting in alliance, and making common cauſe in war, 
that he did more than his proportion of miſchief to the common 
enemy. And it it be really tiue that ſoch ſentiment was enter- 
taincd at Madrid, certainly no other juſtification can be h 
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for not inviting the officers of that court to join in ſubſequent _ 


expeditions againſt the ſame enemy: at all events, it cannot be 

pretended that a co-operation between two allies (however cord: - 

al and fincere) in any one particular enterprize, could afterwards 

_ reſtrain either of them from undertaking ſeparately any other, 
to which his own force appeared in itſelf to be adequate. 


Ihe ſecond inſtance of ill-faith attributed to his Majeſty, is 


theſconcluſion of a treaty of amity and commerce with the United 
State of America ;—a power with whom both Great Britain and- 


Spain were at peace with whom the King, as well as his Ca- 
tholic Maſeſty, was perfectly free to contract any ſuch engage- 


ments; and with whom the court of Madrid has actually con- 
cluded a fimilar treaty, with this difference only, that the ſtipu - 
lations of the Britiſh treaty can give no ground of off-nce or 


Injury to any other power, while the Spaniſh treaty contains an 
article (that reſpecting the navigation of the Miſſiſſippi) which, 


if it could have had any force or effect at all, would be on the part 
of Spain a direct breach of treaty with Great Britain, and a 


grols violation of the important and unqueſtionable rights cf his 


Majeſty and his people. 


The ſame ill-faith is ſaid to have been manifeſted in the un- 
_ willingneſs ſhewn by the Britiſh government to adopt the plans 
propoſed by Spain for haſtening the concluſion of the war with 


France, (but what theſe plans were, is not ſtated), and alſo in 
omitting to comply with an application made by Spain for pecu- 
niary ſuccours as neceſſary to enable her to act againft the com- 
mon enemy. The failure of ſuch an application cannot e-rtainly 
be matter of ſurprize to any one who conſiders the ſituation and 
conduct of Spain during the war. It can hardly be alledged even 
as an excuſe for the precipitate peace concluded by Spain, with- 
out the knowledge of her allies ; but it is difficult to conceive 


bow ſuch a refuſal can be made a ground of hoſtility towards 


Great Britain, or with what conſiſtency the inability of Spain to 


proſecnte the former conteſt without pecuniary aid from its ally, 
can have become a motive of engaging gratuitouſly in all the 


expences and difticulties of a new war, againſt that very power. 


With regard to the condemnation of the St. Jago, (a prize taken 
from the enemy by his Majelty*s naval forces), his Majeſty has 
only to reply to the injurious aſſer tions on that ſubject in the Spa- 


niſh manifeſto, that the claims of all the parties in that cauſe were 
Publickly heard and decided according to the known law of na- 


tions, and before the only competent tribunal ; one, whoſe im- 


partiality is above all ſuſpicion. | 

The conduct of his Majeſty reſpecting the naval ſtores, which 
were claimed by Spain though found on board Dutch veſſels, 
has been in like manner exempt from all blame, nor was any un- 

neceſſary delay interpoſed reſpecting thoſe cargoes till che equi- 
vocal conduct of Spain, and the ſtrong and juſt ſuſpicion of her 

hoſtile diſpoſitions made it impoſſible for his Majeſty to conſent 
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to ſupply her from the ports of his dominions with the means of 
acting againſt himſelf, _ 93 1 

The next charge relates to the alledged miſconduct of ſome 
merchant ſhips in landing their crews on the coaſts of Chili and 
Peru, with the views of carrying on there an illicit commerce, 


and of reconnoitring the country. On this it is to be obſerved, 


that theſe views are not attempted to be proved by any fact what- 
ever; that if any act was in truth committed by individuals in 
thoſe diſtant terri ories againſt the laws of the government eſtab- 
liſhed chere, thoſe laws might have been enforced upon the ſpot, 
and that the court of London has always been open o receive 
and redreſs all complaints of that nature. But thas was aſſigned 


in the manifeſto as a mere cover and pretext for fraud, namely, 


the exerciſe of the whale fiſhery by the Engliſh in thoſe parts, is 


not, as is there aſſerted, a right which the Engliſh “ claim under 


« the convention of Nootka.” It is one, which was not then 


for the firſt time eſtabliſhed, but ſolemoly recognized by the court 


of Madrid, as having always belonged to Great Britain, and the 
full and undiſturbed exerciſe of which was guarnteed to his 


_ Majeſty's tubjects in terms fo expreſs as to admit of no doubt, 
and in a tranſaction fo recent that ignorance of it cannot be pre- 


tended, | „ Rl Tn „„ 
Sochit ſeems were the offences of the Britiſh government, and 
ſuch the jealouſies and apprehenſions of Spain, during the time 


when the courts of London and Madrid were united in the bonds 
of alliance, and engaged in a common cauſe ; and it is on mo- 
tives as frivolous as theſe, that the coart,of Madrid began to 
projcct an offenfiie alliance with the King's enemies; a deſign 
which it now prof: iſes to have entertained from the moment when 
it {-parated itſelf from the common cauſe, but which was long 


after that period diſguiſed nuder the moſt politive and explicit aſ- 
ſurances of neutrality, | ä 
It is inſinuated, that the good offices of his Catholie Majeſty 


lor bringing about a general pacification, had been tendered to 
Great Britain, and had been refuſed. What degree of impar- 
tlality could have been expected from ſuch a mediation, the diſ- 
poſitions which Spain now avows herſelf to have entertained at_ 


that period ſufficien ly ſhew ; his Majeſty exerciſed his undoubted 


right of judging for himſelf and for his people, how far a nego- 


tiation commenced under ſuch auſpices was likely to contribute 


to the honour and intereſts of his, dominions ; and he now finds 
the propriety of his deciſion confirmed beyond a doubt, by the con- 


duct and avowals of Spain. bs 1 8. 

It is next ſtared, that in the proſecution of the War, in which 
Great Britain is engaged, her views ſeem uniformly to have been 
directed to the annoyance of the Spaniſh poſſeſſions in America. 
In ſupport of this accuſation, are adduced an expedition directed 
againſt Saint Domingo, the conqueſt of the Dutch colony of De- 
merary, and the ſuppoſed eſtabliſhment of Britiſh commercial 
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companies on the banks of the Miſſouri, formed with a view of 
peretrating to the South Sea. | | 

This latter point is one to which it is impoſſible to make a ſpe- 
cifick anſwer, becauſe the Britih Government has no knowledge 
bol any fact to which it can refer. Within the Spaniſh territory, 
the Spaniſh government certainly poſſeſſes both the right and the 
power to prevent individuals from trading :—within the Ameri- 
can territory, his Majeſty's ſubjects have by treaty a right to ſet- 
| tle and to trade. And they have alſo an expreſs right freely to 
navigate the Miſſiſſipi, by which the territories of Spain and the 
United States are divided from each other. Unleſs therefore 1t 
can be ſhewn that the Britiſh government has authorized any ſet- 
tlemement on the Spaniſh territory, this complaint can afford no 
pretence for hoſtility againſt his Majeſty. —_ 1 

With regard to the expedition againſt Saint Domingo, and to 
the conqueſt of Demerary, it is impoſſible to refrain from remark+ 
ing, that however highly the rights of neutral nations ought to 
be reſpected, and whatever delicacy his Majeſty might be diſ- 
poſed to feel towards thoſe of a power ſo lately his ally, and not 
yet become his enemy,—it is a new and hitherto unheard-of claim 
of neutrality, which 1s to be circumſcribed by no bounds either 
of time or place, which extends equally beyond the date and be- 
yond the limits of poſſeſſion, and is to attach not to the territories 
of a neutral power itſelf, but to whatever may once have be- 
longed to it, and to whatever may be ſituated in its neighbour- 
hood, although in the poſſeſſion of an actual enemy. 

The ſubject, however, of Saint Domingo, deſerves to be more 
particularly adverted to, becauſe the attempt on the part of Spain 
to cede a part of that iſland to France, is a breach of that ſolemn 
treaty under which alone the crown of Spain holds any part of its 
American poſſeſſions. The concluſion of ſuch an article, with- 
cout the knowledge of an ally ſo deeply concerned as Great Bri- 
tain in that ſtipulation, both in right and intereſt, was therefore 
an act, ſuch as would have juſtified any meaſures to which the 
court of London could have recourſe; yet ſo earneſt was the 
King's defire to maintain peace with Spain, that he repeatedly 
_ endeavoured to fix, by amicable diſcuſſion with that court, the 
Period when the right of Spain to the territory ſo ceded was to 
ceaſe, in order that any operation, which it might become expe- 
dient for his troops to undertake there, might be directed againſt 
the French alone: and although no explanation could ever be ob- 
tained from the court of Madrid on this ſubject, his commanders 
on the ſpot were reſtrained from acting, and did not act apgainſj the 
Spaniſh part of the iſland, till the ceſſion actually took place, by 
which it became, as far as the act of Spain could make it, a part 
of the territories of France. . 
Io the accuſations which make up the greater part of the re- 
mainder of the manifeſto, reſpecting the detention or capture of 
merchant ſhips, or the violations of territory there mentioned, it is 
| ſafficieat 
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ſufficient to reply, that in every caſe of ſuch a nature which, has 
been brought to the knowledge of the Britiſh government, the 


moſt effectual meaſures have been inſtantly taken for inſtituting 


enquiry into the particulars of the tranſaction, for collecting the 
proofs neceſſary to aſcertain the fact on which the charge is founded, 


and for ſubmitting the whole to that regular courſe of proceeding in 


which juſtice is to be rendered in theſe caſes, according to the eſtab- 
liſhed practice throughout Europe, and to the expreſs ſtipulations 
-of the treaties between Great Britain and Spain. 

Amidſt the wide and complicated operations of a naval war, 
extended over every quarter of the globe, it is not improbable 
that ſome diſorders and irregularities may have taken place, 
which the utmoſt vigilance of the government could not immedi- 
ately diſcover or repreſs ;5 and that in the exerciſe of the un- 
doubted right of a power at war, to ſearch out and to ſeize the 


Property of the enemy, the rights of neutral nations may, in ſome _ 


inltances, have been unmtentionally expoſed to temporary moleſ- 


tation. The ſame obſervation was not lets applicable to Spain in 


her war with France; and the ſhort interval that has elapſed ſince 
her declaration againſt Great Britain has amply ſhewn that 


ſtmilar complaints will arife from her conduct in the preſent 


war. | „ nn he on | 
The utmoſt that can be demanded, in ſach caſes, of a power 


at war, is, that it ſhould ſhew itſelf ready on all occaſions to 


liſten to the remonſtrances and reclamations of thoſe whom it may 
have aggrieved, and prompt and expeditious in redreſſing their. 


13 . . - - | 5 1 75 5 
injuries, and in reſtoring their property : and to the readineſs of 


the Britiſh government to fulfil theſe duties, in every caſe where 
they have been called upon to dof ſo, even Spain herſelf may 


| ſafely be called to bear witneſs. Nor would it be eaſy to cite a 


more ſtriking proof of the friendly diſpoſition of the King's 
government, and of the particular attention manifeſted towards 
the rights and intereſts of Spain, than ariſes from an impartial ex- 
amination of the detail of what has paſſed on this ſubject. It will be 


f und that the cauſes of complaints, whether well or ill founded; 


which have been brought forward, are much fewer than ever have 


ce eccurred within the ſame period in former times. And the court of 
Spain when called upon to ſpecify particulars on this bead, is 


obliged to have recourſe to an allegation of the depredations of 
There remains but one ground upon which the court of Spain 
pretends to account to the world for the raſh and perfidious ftep 


| which it has taken in declaring war againft England, and to ex- 


cuſe to all Europe the calamities which cannot fail to reſult from 
ſuch a meaſure ;—the ſuppoſed decree of arreſt aſſerted to have 


been iſſued againſt the Spaniſh ambaſſador at the court of London, 


The fact, to which this relates, muſt have been groſsly miſtaken 
before 1: could be made to appear, even in the eyes of Spain, a fir 
mative for the ſlighteſt repreſentation or complaint, much more a 


By 
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By the ſtrels which is laid upon this tranſaction, who is there 


that would not be led to imagine that the law ſuit commenced 


againſt the Spaniſh ambaſſador was attended with ſome peculiar 
circumſtances of perſonal indignity ? that the inſult was inten- 
tional, and originated with the Britiſh government? or that, on 


being apprized of the offence, the court of London had ſhewn ſome 
_ unwillingneſs or delay in proceeding to the proſecution af the par- 
ties concerned in it ? | 


Who but would be aſtoniſhed to learn that the proceſs itſelf 
was no more than a ſimple citation to anſwer at law for a debt 


demanded ? that the ſuing this proceſs was the miſtaken act of 
an individual, who was immediately diſavowed by the govern- 


ment, and ordered to be proſecuted for his conduct, and who 
made, [but made in vain}, repeated and ſubmiſſive application 
io the Spaniſh Ambaſſador for forgiveneſs and interference on his 


behalf? That eaſes of the ſame nature have frequently ariſen in 
England from the ignorance of individuals, and from the ready 


appeal to the laws which the happy conſtitution of the country 
admits and authoriſes, without the previous interventien or know- 


ledge of any branch of the executive government? And that 


in all ſimilar caſes, and particularly in one which had occurred 
only a few weeks before, preciſely the ſame meaſures have been 
purſued by the government to vindicate the privileges of foreign 
miniſters, and have uniformly and without exception been 
accepted as completely adequate to that object, and fais factory 


to the dignity and honour of the ſovereign whom the caſe con- 
cerned ? 1 5 | Es LN 1 ITT | „ rd 

Such then are the frivolous motives, and pretended wrangs, 
which Spain has choſen to aſſign as the juſtification of her decla- 


ration of war againſt Great Britain ;—Such are the topicks of 


complaint upon which his Majeſty has repeatedly offered the moſt 
unequivocal explanation; upon which he has long and earneſtly 
endeavoured to perſuade the court of Madrid to enter into a fall 
and amicable diſcuſſion, for the purpoſe of averting from his owa 
ſubjects, from thoſe of his Catholic Majeſty, and from Europe, 
the extremities of war, „„ OY | be, 
When upon gounds of ſuch a nature, and with the offer of 
negociation, repeatedly preſented to its choice, a power hag 
wilfully and wantonly choſen a war, in which its = h 
happincſs, and its ſafety are hazarded, and in which it will have 


as much to fear from the ſucceſs cf its allies, as from that of its 
enemies It ſurely is not too much to preſume, that, even in its 


own eyes, that power 1s not juſtified for the proceeding which it 
adopted, and that there muſt be ſome unaſſigned motive of irre- 
ſiſtible neceſſity which induces it to purſve meaſures 
ſiſtent with its intereſt and with its honour. 8 


II will be plain to all poſterity—it is now notorious to Europe, 


that neither to the genuine wiſhes, nor even to the miſtaken 
policy of Spain, her preſent conduct is to be attributed ; that 
noi from enmity towards Great Britain, not from any reſentment 


ot 


perity, its 


alike incon- 
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i! of paſt or apprehenſion of future injuries, but from a blind ſubſer- 
10 viency to the views of his Majeſty's enemies, from the dominion 
WE. uſurped over her councils and actions by her new allies, ſhe has 
36 been compelled to act in a quarrel, and for intereſts, not her 


own; to take up arms againſt one df thoſe powera, in whoſe 
cauſe ſhe had profeſſed to feel the ſtrongeſt intereſt ; and even to 
menace with hoſtility another, againſt whom no cauſe of com- 
plaint is pretended, except its honourable and faithful adherence 
to its engagements. _ | 85 


Under theſe circumſtances, his Majeſty forbears to enumerate 
the ſeveral grounds of juſt complaint which he has had occaſion, 
on his part, to preſer to the court of Madrid, ſince the eoncluſi- 
on of the peace between France and Spain; the many and groſs 
inſtances of nnjuſt partiality towards his enemies; of undue 
protection aftorded to their ſhips; and of injuries committed, 
and allowed to be committed, on thoſe of his Majeſty and his 
bo ſubjects. . 75 | ) | * | 
Confident of having acquitted himſelf to the world of any ſhare 
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is in originating the preſent war, he finds in the manifeſt and un- 

1 provok=d „ en of the enemy, a ſufficient cauſe for calling 
N forth the reſources of his kingdoms, and the ſpirit of his ſubjects; 
7 3 and he commits to the divine providence the iſſue of a conteſt, 
"BE: which it was to the laſt moment his earneſt endeavour to avoid, 
N and which he now ardently deſires to bring to a ſpeedy and hon- 
„ ourable termination. „ oi vos „5 5 
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(F277) 
STATE PAPERS, 


RELATIVE TO THE 


Negociation for Peace between Great Britain 400 France, 


Lid upon the tables of the two Houſes of Parliament. 


[For the copy of the note tranſmitted to Mr. BAR THELEMI, at 


22 . in Sw;tz:rland, by Mr. Wick Hau dated Berne Mareh 8th, 

1796, of the note tranſmitted to Mr. WIK HAM by Mr. Bar- 
THELEM1, dated Bafſe 26 h. March, 1796, and cf the note of 
the Cour of LoxDox thereupon dated Downing Street April 
Toth. 1796. vide, Appendix page 3, Seſſion I 796-1 


(No. I. x 
Dearning Street, Lest. 6, 1796, 


. 
* * 1 3 


In obedience to the orders of he King, my le I have the 


honour to tranſmit to you the incloſed note, and to requeſt of you 
that you will forward it to his Daniſh Majeſty's mi inifter at Paris, 
to be by him communicated to the executive directory. 

The ſentiments of your court are too well known to the King to 
admit of his Majeſty's entertaining any doubt of the ſatisfaction 
with which his Dani Tlajefty will ſee the intervention of his 


miniſters employed on fach an occaſion, or of the earneſtneſs with 
You, wy „ will concur iu a meaſure that has for its object the re- 


eſtabliſhment of peace. 
J have the honvur to be, - with the moſt _ 
perfect conſideration, 
Sir, vour mott humble, 
- and mot obedient ſervant, 


To the Count Medi Farbberg, Ec. Sc. Te 


(No. 2.) 
NOTE. | | 
"Us Britanic Majeſty, animated with the ſame Are which be 
has already manifeſted, to terminate, by juſt, honourable, and 
permanent conditions of peace, a war whith has extended it- 
fſelf throughout all parts of the world, is willing to omit nothing 
en his part which may contribute to this obj ea. | 


It is with this view that he has thought 1 12 proper to avail him 


ſclf of the confidential intervention of the miniſters of a neutral 


power, to demand of the executive directory paſſports for a 


perſon of confidence, whom his Majeſty would fend to Paris with 
a commiſſion to diſcuſs, with the government there, all the means 
th ;e molt proper to produce fo deſirable an end. 
And his Majeſty is peiſuaded that he ſhall receive, without 
delay, through 'the ſame channel, a latisfactory anſver to this 
demand. 


GRENVILLE. 


* f 
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£2 
wy 


STATE PAPERS» | 73 


demand, which cannot fail to place, ir a ſtill clearer ght, the 


_ ouſt and pacific difpolitions which he ertains in common with 


ur allles. 


IVofminfier, Sept. 6, 1796. 3 
(Ns. 3.) 
My Log o, 


I have the honour to inform your Excellency, that the note 
addreſſed to the Executive Directory of France, in d te of the 6th 


of the preſent month, was tranſmitted by Mr. Koenemenn, Charge 
d'Aﬀairs of His Daniſh majeſty, to Mr. Delacroix, Miniſter for 


foreign affairs at Paris, who promiſed that an anſwer ſhould be re- 


turned to it, after it had been ſubmitted to the conſideration of the 


government. I bree days having elapſed in exp*Qation of this 


anſwer, Mr. Koenemann went a ſecond time to the Miniſtzr above 
mentioned, who gave him to ugderſtand, that the Executive INirec- 


tory had dot permitted him to return an anſwer in writing, but 


that he was directed to expreſs hinielt verbally to this etkeck: 

„That the Executive Director: of the French republic would 
not, for the future, receive or an{-er any overtures or confiden- 
tial papers tranſmitted through any intermediate channel from 


the enemies of the Republic, that if they would ſend perſons fur- 


niſhed with full powers and official papers, theſe might, upon the 
— demand the paſſports neceſſary for proceeding to 

aris.? 
I have the honour-to be, with the moſt perfect reſpect, 

My Lord, 
Your ner 8 moſt humble and obedient ſervant, 

(Signed) Comte de WE DEI JAKLSBERG. 

London, Sept. 23, 79G. 0 


0 No. 4. 

Six, Paris, Sept 19, 1796, 

I was indiſpoſed at my ecuntry honſe when your Exc<li-:.cy's 
courier brought me the letters, which your Excellency did me the 
honour to write to me on the 7th init. together with the note of 
Lord Grenville incloſed therein, I ſet of for Paris on the follon- 
ing day, where, after demanding an audience of Citizen Dcia- 
cioix, Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, I preſented the note above 
mentioned, accompanied by another in my own name, iu which [ 
explained the motives that had induced me to undertake a mea- 
ſure for which I had no authority from my court. He promiſed 
to ſubmit the two notes to the inſpection of the government, aud to 


return me an anſwer immediately. Having waited for three days 


without receiving an anſwer, I went a ſecond time to wait apon 
the miniſter, who, in a very dry tone, informed me, that the 
Executive Directory had not permitted him te return an anſwer in 

APPENDIX, Vol. I. 1796. - writing, 


GRENVI LLB. 
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writing, but that he was directed to expreſs himſelf verbally to. 
this effect + f 3 l 353 
« That the Executive Directory of the French Republic would 
* not for the fut ure receive or anſwer any confidential overtures, 
« papers tranſmitted through any intermediate channel from th? 
enemies of the Republic; but that if they would ſend perſons 
furniſhed with full powers and official papers, theſe might 
<< upon the Frontiers, demand the paſſports neceſſary for pro- 
« cceding to Paris.“ nr noon I | 
Buch, Sir, is the reſult of a meaſure which I have taken at your 
requeſt. I wiſh, for the ſake of humanity, that we may meet 5 
with better ſucceſs at ſome future period: but I fear that this 7 
period is ſtall at a great diſtance. „ 
I have the honour to br, . 
| With reſpe&ful attachment, Sir, ; 
| Your Excellency's moſt humble bo 
And moſt obedient Servant, = 23 


— * 3 N 3 . 3 * 3 9 * * 
2 . e ee San 1 3 8 
a - iy 3 NN 2 


1 e N Kozx BN 
Fo his Excellency the Count Wedel e 
Farliberg, Sc. c. Cc. 


5 5 (No. 5.) 
e 5 
Iv demarding of the Execmtive Ditegg of the French repub- 


lic, through the intervention of the miniſters of a neutral po,-ae ri 
2 paſſport for a confidential perſon to be ſeat to Paris, the Court 
of London accompanied this demand, with express declaration, 
that this perſon ſhould be commiſſioned to diſcuſs with the ga+ 
vernment all the means the molt proper for conducing to che re- 
eſtabliſhment of peace. „% 1 . 
'The King, perſevering in the ſame ſentiments, which he hass + 
already fo unequivocally declared, will not leave to his enemies 5 
the ſmalleſt pretext for eluding a diſcuſſion, the reſult of which #21 
Vill neceſſarily ſerve either to produge the happineſs of ſo mau 
nations, or at leaſt to render evident the views and diſpoſitious 
of thoſe who oppoſe themſelves to it. „„ 7 
It is therefore in purſuance of theſe ſentiments, that the under- 
figned is charged to declare, that, as ſoon as the executive direc- 
_ tory ſhall think proper to tranſmit to the underſigned the neceſſary 
paſſports (of which he, by this note, renews the demand already 
made, his Britannic Majeſty will ſend to Paris a perſon furniſhed 
with full powers and official inſtructions, to negociate with the 
Executive Directory on the means of terminating the preſent war, 
by a pacification, juſt, hongyzable, ſolid, calculated to wp 
2 C | peac 


4 F 
* 


ec- 
ary 


tore 


peace 


STATE PAPERS. 75 

peace to Eee and enſure for the time to come the general 

a 5 5 * 
(Signed) GsEN VILLE. 


| W-Rniinſler, Sept. 27, 1796. 
To the Miniſter for Foreign DOTY”. 


at Paris. 


(No. 6.) 


1 liave the honour to tranſmit to Lord Grenville a copy o, 
the decree of the Executive Directory of the French Repub- 
lic, in anſwer to this note of the “ 27th September, 1796, 
(8. 80). 

He will there ſee a proof of the earneſt defire of the French 
government to profit of the overture that is made to them, in the 
hope that it may lead to peace with the government of England, 


O 
I have the honour to tend to him, at the ſame time, the paſts 


ports required for the miniſter Plenipotentiary, whom his Britan- 


nic Majeſty propoſes to name to treat; and I requelt Lord 
Grenville to accept the aſſurance of my perſ nal wiſhes for the 


ſucceſs of this negocia: ion, as well as that of my molt perfect 
| conſideration. 


(signed) | Cn. Bil a0 ROIX 
Paris, 11 Vendemaire, 5th year 


of 0 the F r ench Republic. 


(No. 7.) va 4 


EXTRACT: FROM THE REGISTER OF THE DECREES OF THE 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTORY. 


The gth Vendemaire, 5th year oy ” French Republic, Ore 
and Indiviſible. 


The Executive DireCtory, upon 3 of the hots ad- 
dreſſed to the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, by Lord Grenvill 
dated Weſtminſter, September 24, 1796, withing to give a proof 


of the defire which it entertains to make peace with England, | 
decrees as follows: 


The Miniſter for Foreign Affairs 1s charged to Aver the ne- 
ceſſary paſſport to the euvoy of England, who ſhall be furniſhed 
with full n not only for preparing and ee the 


5 Sic orig. | | 
k 2 | peace 
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peace between the French Repub'i ic and that power, but for con- 
| cluding it definitively between chem. 


True copy, 


wn L M. REVELIERE LEPEAUX» Preſident, 


By the Executive Directory. 
For the Secretary Gene ral, 


(Signed). + Ls TOURNEUR- 
Certified true copy, EOS 


The Miniſter for F oreign Affair, 5 
By the ne, J. GuiRavper, Secretary Gen, 


118 9 


Lord Malmeſbury, who is appointed by the Kina to treat 
with the French government tor a juſt and equitable peace, cal- 
culated to reſtore peace to Eu e, and to enfure the pooh 
tranquility for tae tim: to come, will have the honour of deliver- 

ing this letter from me to M. Delacro.x. | 

The diſtinguiſhed rk and menit of the My aiſter, of whit m His 
Majeſty has made choice n this occaſion, makes it unneceſſary 
for me to fay any thing in his recom: .endation ; ; at the {ame time 
that it furnithes à ſre!t; proof of the deſue of his Majeſty to con- 
tribute to the ſucceſs of this negociation for which objed en- 
tertain the moſt ſanguine wines. 

Monſieur Delacroix ll have the good: 1. to accept Gm me 
the allucancg of my: moſi perfect conſideration. 


(Signed) 5 | 1 
2 eſtmin}ler, Ollobe- 13, 1796. 
To the Aer for Foreign Mais, at Paris. 


(No. e) 


e Malmesbury, named by his Britannic' Majeſty, as his 
Pleninot- mary to tic French Republic, bas the honour to an- 
Nour ce, Þy kis ſecretary, to th Miniftcr i jor Foreign Affairs, his 
arrival at Paris; and to reque!7 of bim. at the ſame Umes. to be 
fo guod as to appoint the hour at hich he may wait upou him for 
the pujofe of communicating to him ine objed of his miſſion. 


Paris Oct, 22. . 
To the Min: _ ifor For eien aher. 


| (No. 9. 3 
| The Miniſter for Polten Affairs learns with ſatisfaction this ar- 
rival of Lord e kee of his Britannic Ma- 


ey 
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jeſty. He will have the honour to receive him to-morrow, at 
eleven o'clock in the morning, or at any later hour that may ſuit 
him, till two o'clock. He hopes that Lord Malmeſbury will 
forgive him for thus limiting the time, on account of the naturg 
and multiplicity of his occupations, WE e 


1 / Rrumaire, An. 5. (Aober 22, 1796.) 
To Lord Malmeſbury, Miniſter Plenipotentiary 
from his Britannic Majeſty to the French Re- 
public, at Paris. 8 - 


(No. 10.) | 


Lord Malmeſbury has the honour to thank the Miniſter for 
Foreign Affairs, jior the obligingijaalwer which he has juſt received 


from him. | 


He neee eit Ferse the rf moment geg, and wad 


wait upon him to-morrow morning, at eleven o'clock preciſely. 
Paris, Oct. 22. © | = 
To the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs. 


(No- I 1.) 


The Miniſter for Foreign Affairshas the honour to apprize Lord 
Mal meſbury, commiſſioner plenipotentiary of his Britanic Majeſty, 


that he has received from the Executive Directory the neceſſary 
powers for negotiating and concluding peace bet Veen the Republic 
and his Majeſty. | . 3 55 85 


To-morrow, if Lord Malmeſbury pleaſes the reſpective powers | 


ſhaii be exchanged. The Miniſter for Foreign Affairs will then 
be ready to receive the propoſitions, which Lord Malmeſbury is 
commiſſioned to make to the Republic on the part of his Britan- 

nic Majeſty. | 

The Miniſter for Foreign Affairs requeſts Lord Malmeſbury to 
accept the aſſurances of this high conſideration. 33 


(Signed) Cn. DRLAcROIx. 


2 Brumiere, Au. 5.— [ Oct. 22, 1796.) 


(No. 12.) 


Lord Malmeſbury has the honour to preſent his acknowledgmenta 


to the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, for the communication which 
he has juſt made to him, and he will have the honour to wait on 
him to-morrow, at the hour which he ſhall have the goodneſs to 
appoint, to receive the c:py of the full powers with which he is 
furniſhed en the part of the Executive Directory; and as ſoon as 


they ſhall have been exchanged, he will be ready to commence the 


negoclation with which he is charged. 


He 


* 
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He requeils the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs to accept the aflur- 
ces of his high couſideration. | 
(Signed) MALMESBURY- 


Pw 08. 235 1796. 


| (No. 13. ) 1 
EXTRACT | FROM THE REGISTER OP THE DECREES OF 
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTORY, | 


2 Brumaire, 22 Now, 575 Tec ear of the £1 nch Republic 
One and Indiviſible. | 


The Executive Directory, after having heard the report of the” 
Miniſter for foreign affairs: 
Phe citizen Charles Delacroix, Miniſter for Fore' gn Affairs, j is 
charged to negociate with Lord Malmeſbury, commiſſioner ple- 
nipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty, furniſhed withifull powers to 
prepare and negociate peace between the French Republic and 
that power, and to conclude it definitively between them. The 
Directory gives to the faid Miniſter all powers neceſſary for cor 
dludiug and ſigning the treaty of peace to take place between the 
Republic and his Britavnic Majeſty. He ſhall conform himſelf to 
the inſtructions which ſha)! be given him. He ſhall render a re gu- 
Ar account, from time to time, of the progres and of the © ie of. 
| the negociations. 
1 prefent decree that not be printed at this time, 


A true copy. | 
(Signed) - BY REVELIERE LE PEUX, 
| By the Executive e Directory. 
Woo Secretary General. 
A LA GARDE, 
The | Miniſter for foreiga affal aim 7 | 
(Signed) [+ ONs-DELACKOIX, 
By & te diner. 0 8 
(L. N 8 | reintun, Sec. Gen. 


= [For the Letters, &c. that called betweeu Lord MALMESBU- 
RY and M. DE LACROIX (from No, r4, to No. 21, inclu- ö 
"ny vide the prevedin g pages of Appendix. _ | 


— 


| | No. 22): 
The andecfianed, 1 in reply to your fecond note of yeſterday, 
is ordered, by the Executive Directory, to declare to you, that 
he hag nothing to add to the anſwer which has been addreſſed to 


Jou. He 1 ts 0 inſtructod 10 ak , whether, on each official 
| | Communication 
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gommuuication which ſhall take place between you and him, it 

will be neceſſary for you to ſend a courier to receive ſpecial in- 

ſtructions? | a : 

| GH. DELACROIX-, 
Paris, 23 Brumairs, | | 

[Nov. 13) 5% Near. 


(No, 23.) | 
The underſigned will not fail to tranſmit to his court the note 
which he has juſt received from the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs. 
| He declares likewiſe that he ſhall diſpatch couriers to his court as 
often as the official communications to him may require ſpecial in- 
ſtructions. | . . . 
3 (signed) | MALMESBURYs 
Paris 13th. Now. 1796. 


(No. 24.) 
NOTE. 5 | 
The Court of London, having been informed of what has 
paſſed in conſequence of the laſt memorial, delivered by its order 
to the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, does not think it neeeffary to 


add any thing to the anſwer made by the underſigned to the (wo 


queitions which the Directory thought proper to addreſs to 


That Court waits therefore, and with the greateſt anxiety, 


ſor an explanation of the ſentiments of the Directory, with regard 
to the principle it has propoſed, as the baſis of negociation, and 


the adoption of which appeared to be the beſt means of accelerat- 
P a 


ing the progreſs of a diſcuſſion fo important to the happineſs of ſo 
many nations. SES | | | 
The underfigned has, in conſequenee, received orders to renew 
the demand of a frank and precile anſwer on this point, in order 
that his court may know, with cer:ainty, whether the Directory 


accepts that prop ſal; or deſfires to make any change or modifica- 


tions whatever in it; or laſtly, whether it would wiſh to 
any other principle that may promote the ſame end. 


MALMESBURYs 


propoſe 


Paris Nov. 26, 1796. 


5 Ne. 360) 1 
In anſwer to the note delivered yeſterday, (November 26,) dy 


Lord Malmeſbury, the underſigned Miniſter for F oreign Affairs is | 


inftructed, by the Directory, to obſerve, that the anſwers, made 


on the 5th and 22d of laſt Brumaire, contained an acknowledg. 
ment of the principle of compenſation, and that, in order to 


remove every pretext for farther diſcuſſion on that point, the un- 


underſigned, | 


86 srarr raven 


derfigned, in the name of the Executive Dire gory, now 
makes a formal and poſitive declaration of ſuch acknowledge. 
ment. 55 | 3 

In conſequence, Lord Malmesbury is again invited to give a 
ſpeedy and categorical anſwer to the propoſal made to him on the 


22d of laſt Brumaire, and which was conceived in theſe terms: 
*The underſigned is inſtructed by the Executive Directory, 


to invite you to deſignate, without the leaſt delay, and ex- 
preſsly, the objects of reciprocal compenſation which you have to 
propoſe.“ | | | | . 


5 - CH, DELACROIX., 
Paris Nov. 27, 1796. OS 275 


f. 3 
Fhbe underſigned Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britanic Ma- 
jeſty, in anſwer to the note dated this morning, which was ſent 


to bim by the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, haſtens to aſſure him, 
that he will not delay a moment in communicating it to his 
court, from which he mult neceſſarily wait for further orders, 


before he can explain himſelf upon the important points which it 


contains, | | i | | 
| e T (Signed) MALMESBURY» 
Faris, 271th: Neu. 179. | 
(No. 27.) 


The underſigned is charged to tranſmit to the Miniſter of Fo- 
reign Affairs the incloſed memorial, containing the prepoſals of 


His court, with reſpect to the application of the general prin- 


ciple already eſtabliſned, as the batis of the negociation for 
ace. of | 


He will with the utmoſt readineſs, enter with that Miniſter. 


into every explanation which the progreis of the negociation will 
allow, and he will not tail to enter into the diſcufſion of theſe 


propoſitions, or of- any counter- project which may be tranſmitted 
to him on the part of the Executive Directory, with that frank- 
neſs and that ſpirit of conciliation, which correſpand with the juſt 
and pacific intentions of his court. | 


.. (Signed) MALAESBURY» 


Paris, Dec. 17, 1796, 


(No. 28.) 


CONFIDENTIAL MEMORIAL ON THE PRINCIPAL OBJECTS ob 


* RESTITUTION, COMPEN3ATION, AND RECIPROCAL AR- 
RANGEMENT. | LY = . 
The principle already eJabliſhed, as the baſis of the nego- 


| Fiation, by the conſent of the two governments, is founded on 


reltitutions 


& 


81 
reltitutions to be made by his Britannic Majefty to France, in 
compenſation for the arrangements to which that power may con- 
ſent, in order to ſatisfy the juſt pretenſions of the Allies of the 
King, and to preſerve the political balance of Europe. | 
In order to accompliſh theſe objects, in the manner the moſt 
complete, and to offer a freſh proof of the fincerity of his wiſhes 
for the re-cſtabliſhment of general tranquillity, his Majeſty would 
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propoſe, that there ſhould be given to this principle, on each ſide, 


all the latitude of which it may be ſuſceptible. 
I. His Majeſty demands therefore, I 1 1 
1. The reſtitution, to his Majeſty, the Emperor and King, of 
all his dominions, on the footing of the Status ante Bellum. 
2. The re- eſtabliſiment of peace between the Germanic Empire 
and France, by a ſuitable arrangement, conformable to the reſ- 


pective intereſts, and to the general ſafety of Europe. This ar- 


rangement to be negoctated with his Imperial Majeſty, as con- 
ſtitutional head of the Empire, either by the intervention of 
the King, or immediately as his Imperial Majeſty ſhall pre- 
fer. | % 

3. The evacuation of Italy by the French troops, with an en- 


gagement not to interfere in the internal affairs of that country 


which ſhould be re-eſtabliſhed, as far as poſſible, upon the footing; 
of the Status ante Bellum. | | | ES. 


In the courſe of the negociation, a more detailed diſcuſſion | 


may be proper to adopt, reſpecting the objects of theſe three ar- 


ticles, in order to the providing more effectually for the future 
ſecurity of the reſpective limits and poſſeſſions, and for the main- 


tenance of general tranquillity. | Ez | 
II. With regard to the other Allies of his Britannic Majeſty, 


his Majeſty demands, that there be reſerved to her Majeity the 
Empreſs of all the Ruſſias, a full and unlimited power, of taking 
part in this negociation, whenever ſhe may think fit, or of ac- _ 
__ ceding to the definitive treaty, and thereby returning to a ſtate 


of peace with France. | 


III, His Majeſty alſo demands, that her moſt faithful Majeſty | 
may be comprehended in this negociation, and may return to a 


ſtate of peace with France, without any ceſſion or burthenſome 
condition on either ſide. Ent . 
IV. On theſe conditions his Majeſty offers to France the entire 


and unreſerved reſtitution of all the conqueſts which he has made 
on that power in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, propoſing at the fame _ 


time that a mutual underſtanding ſhould be eftabliſhed as to the 
means of ſecuring for the future the tranquillity of the two nati- 


ons, and of conſolidating, as much as poſſible, the advantages of 
their reſpective poſſeſſions. His Majeſty offers in like manner, 
the reſtitution of the Iſlands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, and 


of the fiſhery of Newfoundland, on the footing of the Status ante 
,, un ey: . 9 e 
Arrxpix, Vol., I. 1796. . But 


7 — 


92 STATE PAPERS, 


But if in addition to this, his Majeſty were to wave the right 
given to him by the expreſs ſtipulations of the treaty of Utrecht, 
of oppoſing the ceſſion of the Spaniſh part of St. Domingo to 


France, his Majeſty would then demand, in return for this con- 


ceſſion, a compenſation, which might ſecure, at !ealt in ſome de- 
gree, the maintenance of the balance of the reſpective poſſeſſions 


in that part of the world, 


V. In all the caſes of ceſſions or reſtitutions, which may come in 
queſtion in the courſe of this negociation, there ſ-ould be granted 
on each fide, to all individuals, the moſt unlimited right to with- 


draw with their families and their property, and to ſell their land 


and other immoveable poſſeſſions; and adequate arrangements. 
alſo to be made, in the courſe of this negociation, for the re- 
moval of all ſequeſtrations, and for the fatisfaQtion of the juſt 


claims, which individuals on either fide may have to make upon 
the reſpective governments. . | 


(Signed) MALMESRURY« 


| (No. 29.) 


' CONFIDENTIAL MEMORIAL ON THE PEACE WITH SPAIN | 


| | AND HOLLAND. OG 
The Allies of France not having hitherto expreſſed any deſire 


or diſpoſition to treat with the King, his Majeſty might have 
forborne to enter into any detail on their account; but, in order 
to avoid any delay: prejudicial to the great object which the King 
has in view, and to accelerate the work of a general peace, his 
Majeſty will not refuſe to explain himſelf in the firſt inftance on 
the points which concern thoſe powers. If then the Catholic 


King ſhould deſire to be comprehended in this negociation, or to 


be allowed to accede to the definitive treaty, this would meet with 


no obſtacle on the part of his Majeſty. Nothing having hitherto | 


been conquered by either of the two Sovereigns from the other, 


NO other point could, at the preſent moment, come into queſtion 


but that of the re-eſtabliſhment of peace, ſimply, and without any 


reſtitution or compenſation whatever, except ſuch as might poſ- 


ſibly reſult from the application of the principle declared at the 


end of the fourth article of the memorial already delivered to the 
Miniſter of Foreign Affairs. | F555 tt 
But if, during the negociation, any alteration ſhould take 
place in the ſtate of things, in this reſpect, it will then be proper 


to agree upon the reſtitutions and compenſations to be made on 


each ſide, E | VNV 5 3 „ 
With * to the Republic of the United Provinces, his 
Britannic Majeſty and his Allies fird themſelves too nearly inte- 


Teſted in the political ſituation cf thoſe Provinces, and to be able 


to conſent in their favour to the re-eſtabliſhment of the Status ant? 


Jellun as with reſpec to territorial poſſeſnons, unleſs France 


could 


« 
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to treat for the re-eſtabliſhment of Peace with t 
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could, on her part, reinſtate them in all reſpects in the ſame poli- 


ical ſituation in which they ſtood before the war. 


If at Jealt it were poſſible to re-eſtabliſh in thoſe provinces, 
agreeably to what is believed to be the wiſh of a great majority of 
the inhabitants, their ancient conſtitution and form of the govern- 


ment, his Majeſty might then be diſpoſed to relax, in their favour 


from a very conſiderable part of the conditions on which the pre- 
ſent ſtate of things obliges him to inſiſt. . 

But if, 61 the contrary, it is with the Republick of Holland, 
in its preſent ſtate, that their Britannic and Imperial Majeſties 


will have to treat, they will feel themſelves obliged to ſeek in ter- 
ritorial acquiſit ions, thoſe compenſations, and that ſecurity, which 
ſuch a ſtate of things will have rendered indiſpenſible to them. 


Reſtitutions of any kind, in favour of Holland, could in that caſe 
be admitted in ſo far only as they ſhall be compenſated by arrange- 
ments calculated to contribute to the ſecurity of the Auſttian Ne- 


therlands. The means of accompliſhing this object will be found 
in the ceſſions which France has exacted in her treaty of peace 
with Holland, and the poſſeſſions of which by that power would 
in any cafe be abſolutely incompatible with the ſecurity of the 


Auftrian Netherlands in the hands of his Imperial Majeſty. 
It is on theſe principles that his Britannic Majeſty would be ready 
| e Republic of Hol- 
land in its preſent ſtate. The details of ſuch a diſcuſſion muſt 
neceſſarily lead to the conſideration cf what would be due to the 
intereſts and the rights of the Houſe of Orange. 


i o 


(No. zo.) | 

tt Paris, Dec. 20, 1796. 
My Lac. „ 

Mx. ELLIS returned here from London on Thurſday laſt, the 

15th inftant, at five P. M. and delivered to me the diſpatches No, 


II and 12, with which he was charged by your Lordſhip. 


Although nothing can be clearer, mare ably drawn up, or more 


| 8 then the inſtructions they contain, yet as it was of the 


aſt importance that I ſhould be completely maſter of the ſubje& 
before I faw the French Miniſter, I delayed aſking for a confer- 
rence till late on Friday evening, with a vicw that it ſhould not take 


place till Saturday morning. 


He appointed the hour of eleven A. M. on that day, and it was 
it was near one before we parted. Although what is ſaid by M., 


Delacroix before he has communicated with the Directory cannot 


be conſidered as officially binding, and probably may, in the event, 
be very different from what I ſhall hear when he ebe te me in 
their name, yet as it is impeſſible they ſhould not nearly conjecture 
the nature of the overtures I ſhould make, and of courſe be prepar- 
ed in ſome degree for cds is material that your — — 
. = — ; oul 
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| ſhould be accurately acquainted with the firſt impreſſions they ap- 
pear to make on M. Delacroix. . 
I prefaced what I had to communicate with laying, that I now 
came authoriſed to enter with him into deliberation upon one of the 
moſt important ſubje&s that perhaps ever was brought into diſcuſ- 
fion ; that its magnitude forbad all n, excluded all prevarication, 
ſuſpended all prejudices, and that as I had it in command to ſpeak 
and act with freedom and truth, I expect that he, on his part, 
would conſider theſe as the only means which could or ought to be 
employed, if he wiſhed to fee a negociatien, in which the happi- 
neſs of millions was involved, terminate ſucceſsfully. That, for 
greater preciſion, and with a view to be clearly underſtood in what 
I was about to propoſe, I would give him a confidential Memorial, 
accompanied by an Official Note, both which, when he had per- 
_ uſed them, would fpeak for themſelves. The Memorial contained 
the conditions, on the accompliſhment of which his Majelty con- 
fidered the reſtoration of peace to depend. The Note was ex- 
preſſive of his Majeſty's readineſs to ener into any explanation re- 
quired by the Directory on the ſubject, or to receive any Contre- 
projet, reſting on the ſame baſis, which the Directory migbt be diſ- 
poſed to give in. That, moreover, I did not heſitate declaring to 
him, in conformity to the principle which J had laid down, and 
from which I certainly never ſhould depart, at any period of the 
the negociation, that I was prepared to anſwer any queſtions, ex- 
plain and elucidate any points, on which it was poſſible to foreſee 
that doubts or miſconceptions could ariſe on the cenſideration of 
_ theſe papers. And having ſaid thus much, I had only to remark, 
that I believed, in no ſimilar negociation which had ever taken 
place, any Miniſter was authoriſed, in the firſt inſtance, to go to 
fully into the dicuſſion as I now was. That I was ſure neither the 
truth of this remark, nor the manifeſt concluſion to be drawn 
From it, would eſcape M. Delacroix's obſervation, 
I then put the two papers, into his hands. He began by read- 
ing the Note, on which of courſe he could only expreſs ſatisfaction. 
Aſter peruſing the confidential Memorial with all the attention ir 
deſerved, he, after a ſhort pauſe, ſaid, that it appeared to him to 
be liable to inſurmountable objections; that it ſeemed to him to re- 
quire much more than it conceded, and, in the event, not to leave 
France in a ſituation of proportional greatneſs to the powers of 
Europe. He ſaid, the act of their Conſtitution, according to the 
manner in which if was interpreted by the beſt Publiciſis (and this 
phraſe is worthy remark), made it impoſſible for the Republic to 
do what we required. The Auſtrian Netherlands were annexed to 
it; they could not be diſpoſed of without flinging the nation into 
all the confuſion which muſt follow a convocation: of the Primary 
__ Aſſemblies; and he ſaid, he was rather ſurpriſed that Great Bri- 
' tain ſhould bring this forward as the governing condition of the 
treaty, ſince he thought he had, in ſome of our late converſations, 
fully explained the nature of their Conſtitution to me. I replied, 
ee Geet] | 15 | | that 
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that every thing I had heard from him in this point was perfectly 
in my recollection, as it probably was in his, that though I had 


liſtened tohim with that attention I always afforded to every thing 


> 


he ſaid, yet I never ma'e him any ſort of reply, and had neither 


admitted nor controverted his opinion: That although I believed L 


could eaſily diſprove this opinion, from the ſpirit of the French 


Conſtitutian itſelf, yet the diſcuſſion of that Conſtitution was per- 
fealy foreign to the object of my miſſion, ſince, even allowing his 
two politions, viz. that the retroceſſion of the Auſtrian Nether = 
lands was incomp tibl with their laws, and that we ought to have 
known that beforehand; yet, that there exiſted a Droit public 
in Europe, paramount to any Droit public they might think pro- 
per to eſtabliſn within their own dominions; and that if their 
Conſtitution was publickly known, the treaties exiſting between 


his Majeſty and the Emperor were at leaſt equaliy publick, and in 


theſe it was clearly and diſtinctly enounced, that the two con- 
tracting parties reciprocally promiſe not to lay down their arms 
without the reſtitution of all the dominions, territories, &c. which 


may have belonged to either of them before the war. That the 
date of this ſtipulation was previous to their annexing the Auftrian 


Netherlands to France; and the notoriety of this ought, at the 
very moment when they had pafſe ! that law, to have convinced 


them, that, if adhered to, it muſt prove an inſurmountable obſtacle 


to Peace. TI applied his maxim to the Weſt India Iſlands, and 
to the ſettlements in the Eaſt Indies; and aſked him, whether it 
was expect:d that we were to wave our right of poſſeſſion, and 


be required ſtill to conſider them as integral parts of the French 
Republic which 2 be reſtored, and on which no value was to 
he ſet in the balance of compenſation? I allo ſtated the poflible 


caſe of France having 15ſt part of what ſhe” deemed her integral 
dominions, inſtead of having added to them in the courſe of the 
war; and whether then, under the apprehenſion of ſtill greater 
loſſes, the government, as it was now compoſed, ſhould conſider 


itſelf as not veſted with powers ſufficient to fave their country from 
the impending danger, by making peace on the conditions of 


facrificing a portion of their dominions to ſave the remainder ? M 
Delacroix ſaid, this was ſtating a caſe of neceſſity, and ſuch a mode 


of reaſoning did not attach to the preſent circumſtances. I readily 


admitted the firſt part of this propoſition, but contended, that if 
the power exiſted in a cafe of neceſſity, it equally exiſted. in all 


otheis, and particularly in the caſe before us, ſince he himſelf had 


repeatedly told me that peace was what this country and its go- 
vernment wiſhed for, and even wanted. „ 

M. Delacroix, in reply, ſhifted his ground, and by a ſtring of 
arguments founded on premiſes calculated far this purpoſe, at- 


tempted to prove, that trom the relative ſituation of the adjacent 


countries, the preſent government of Fance would be reprehenſi- 
ble in the extreme, and deſerve impeachment, if they ever ſuffered 
the Netherlands to be ſeparated from their dominions ; that by the 


pa'tition 
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galoit notre Puiſſance; mais ce tems n'exiſis plus. Nos ne agen 5 


danger. Nous ue pouvons plus engager nos Concitoyens d'ouvrie | 
Bsurſes pour les werſer dans le Treſor National, et de le priver meme 


OY 


: partition of Poland, Ruſſia, Auſtria, and Pruſſia, had increaſed 


their power to a moſt formidable degree; that England by its 
conqueſts, and by the activity and judgment with which it go- 
verned its colonies, had doubled its ſtrength, Your Indian em- 
pire alone, ſaid M. Delacroix with vehemence, has enabled you to 


ſubſidize all the powers of Europe againſt us, and your monopoly 


of trade has put you in poſſeſſion of a fund of inexhauſtible wealth. 
His words were, Votre empire dans l'Inde dus a fourni IE 
Moyens de ſalarier toutes les Halba contre nous, et vous avex 
aceapars le C:mmerce de Maniere que toutes les Richefſes du Monde 


/i werſent dans vos Coffres.”” | 


From the neceſſity that France ſhould keep the Netherlands | 
and the Left Bank of the Rhine for the purpoſe e ene ata | 


_ relative fituation in Europe, he paſſed to the advantages which 


he contended would reſult to the other powers by ſuch an addi- 
tion to the French dominions. Belgium (to uſe his word) by be- 
longing to France, would remove what had been the ſource of 
all wars for two centuries paſt, and the Rhine, being the natu- 
ral boundary of France, would enſure the tranquillity of Eu- 


rope for two centuries to come, I did not feel it neceſſary 
to combat this prepoſterous doctrine; I contented myſelf with 


reminding him of what he had ſaid to me in one of our laſt con- 
ferences, when he made a compariſon of the weakneſs of France 
under its monarchs, and its ſtrength and vigour under its repub- 
ican form of government.“ Nos ne ſormmes plus dans la Decr epi- 

tude de la France Monarchique, mais dans toute la Force dune 
Reputlique adoleſcente,” was his expreſſion: and I inferred from 
this, according to his own reaſoning, that the force and power 


France had acquired by its change of Government, was much 
greater than it could derive from any acquiſition of territory; 


and that it followed, if France, when under a regal form of go- 


vernment, was a very juſt and conttant object of attention, not 
to ſay of jealouſy, to the other powers of Europe, France (ad- 


mitting his axiom) was a much more reaſonable object of jealouſy _ 


and attention under its preſent conſtitution than it ever had yet 


been, and that no addition to its dominions could be ſeen by its 
neighbours, but under impreſſions of alarm for their own future 
ſafety, and for the general tranquillity of Europe. M. Delacroix's 
anſwer to this was fo remarkable, that I muſt beg leave to inſert 
it in what [I believe to be nearly his own words ,— Dans le Tem 
Rewalmionaire tout fe que woes dites, my Lord étoit vray —rien ne- 
plus lever la gation en maſſe pour voler au ſecours de la Pattie xn 
curs 

du necefſaire p'ur l bien de la choſe Publique.“ And he ended by | 
ſaying, that the French Republic, when at peace, neceſjarily 
muſt hecome the moſt quiet and pacific power in Europe. I only 


euſerved, chat in this caſe the pailage of the Republic rrom youth 
0 
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to decrepitude had been very ſudden ; but that ſtill I never could 
admit, that it would be a matter of indifference to its neighbours, 
much leſs one neceſſary ſecurity to itſelf, to acquire ſuch a very 
extenſive addition to its frontiers as that he had hinted ar. | 
This led Monſ. Delacroix to talk of pffcring an equiyalent to the 
Emperor for the Auſtrian Netherlands, and it was to be found, 
according to his plan, in the ſecularization of the three ecc]eſiaſti- | 
cal eleCtorates, and ſeveral biſhopricks in Germany and in 
Italy. ; ER | | 5 
He talked upon this ſubject as one very familiar to him, and on 
which his thoughts had been frequently employed. 5 
He ſpoke of making new electors, and named, probably with 
2 view to render this ſcheme more palatable, the Stadtholder and 
the Dukes of Brunſwick and Wurtemberg, as perſons proper to 
replace the three eccleſiaſtical electors which were to be reformed. 
It would be making an ill uſe of you Lordſhip's time, to endea. 
your to repeat to you all he ſaid on this ſubject; it went in ſub- 


lance (as he himſelf confeſſed) to the total ſubverſion of the 


preſent conſtitution of the Germanic body; and as it militated 
directly againſt the principles which both his Majeſty and the 
Emperor laid down fo diſtinctly as the baſis of the peace to be 
made for the empire. I contented myſelf with reminding him of 
this circumſtance, particularly as it is imp»ſſible to diſcuſs this 
point with any propriety, till his Imperial Majeſty becomes a 
party to the negociation. I took this opportunity of hinting, that 
if on all the other points France agreed to the propoſals naw made, 
it would not be impoſſible that ſome increaſe of territory might 
pe ceded to her on the Germanic fide of her frontiers, and that 
this, in addition to the Duchy of Savoy, Nice, and Avignon, 
would be a very great acquiſition of ſtrength and power. Monſ, 
Delacroix bere again reverted to the conſtitution, and ſaid, that 
theſe countries were already conftitutionally annexed 9 Pics, 
I replied, that it was impoſſible, in the negociation which we 
were beginning for the other powers to take it up from any period 
but that which immediately preceded the war, and that any aqui- 
' ſition or diminution of territory which had taken place among the 
Belligerent powers ſince it firſt broke out, muſt neceſſarily become 
ſubject matter for negociation, and be balanced againft each 
other in the final arrangement of a general peace. “ Yon then 
perſiſt,” taid M. Delacroix, © in applying this principle to Bel- 
gium??”” TI anſwered, © Moſt certainly; and I mould not deal 
fairly with you if I heſitated to declare, in the outſet of our ne- 
gociation, that on this point you muſt entertain no expeRation 
that his Majeſty will relax, or ever conſent to ſee the Netherlands 
remain a part of France.“ 35 cl CS eſint 
M. Delacroix replied, he ſaw no proſpect in this caſe of our 
ideas evermecting, and he deſpaired of the ſucceſs of our nego- 
_ ciation. He returned again, however, to his idea of a poſſible 
equivalent to be found for the Emperor ; 'but as all he propoſed 
was the alienation or diſmemberment of countries not belonging 


to 
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to France, even by conqueſts, I did not confider it as deſerving 


attention, and it is certainly not worth repeating to your Lord- 


Mip. 


I need not obſerve, that all the equivalents propoſed, however 


inadequate to the exchange, were offered as a return for our con- 


ſent that the Netherlands thould remain part of France; of courſe, 
the admitting them in any ſhape, would have been in dire& con- 


tradiction to my inſtructions, : 


M. Delacrois touched very lightly on Italy, and the 2 | 


of our converſation did not bring this part of the ſubje& more 
into diicalhon. 3 EY 1 
I muſt add, that whenever I mentioned the reſtoration of the 
Netherlands to the Emperor, I always took care it ſhould be un- 
derſtood that tlleſe were to be accompanied by ſuch further ceſ- 


ſions as ſhould form a competent line of defence, and that France 
could not be permitted to keep poſſeſſion of all the intermediate 


country to the Rhine; and I particularly dwelt on this point, 


when I held out the poſſibility of admitting an extenſion of the 


limits of France on the fide of Germany. But as the French 
Miniſter no leſs ſtrenuouſly oppoſed the reſtitution of the Nether- 


lands to the Emperor, than I tenaciouſly inſiſted upon it, the | 
further extenſion of my claim could not of courſe become a ſub- 


ject of argument. 1 5 | 
I believe I have now, with a tolerable deg | 
formed your Lordſhip of all that the French Miniſter ſaid on my 


opening myſelf to him on that part of my iuſtructions which more 


immediately relates to peace between Great Britain, his Impe- 
rial Majeſty, and France. It remains with me to inform your 


Lordſhip what paſſed between us on the ſubject of our reſpective 


allies. | 


On the articles reſerving a right to the court of Peterſburgh, 


and to that of Liſbon, to accede to the treaty of peace on the 
ſtrict Status ante Bellum, the French Miniſter made no other re- 
mark than by men ioning the allies of the Republic, and by en- 
quiring whether I was prepared to ſay any thing relative to their 
Intereſts, which certainly the Republic could never abandon. 
'This afforded me the opportunity of giving in the confidential 
Memorial B. relative to Spain and Holland, and I prefaced it by 


repeating to him the ſubſtance of the firſt part of your Lordſhip's | 


No. 12. | 


Although I had touched upon the ſubject of the Spanith part 


of St. Domingo, when 1 had been ſpeaking to M. Delacroix on 
the peace with France, yet, as it did not become a matter of diſ- 


cuſſion between us till I came to mention the peace with Spain, 


I thought it better to place all that paſſed on the ſubject in this 


part of my diſpatch; it was the only point on which he entered; 


but I by no means infer from his not bringing forward fome 


claims for Spain, that we are not to hear of any in the courſe 
of the negociation; on the Contrary, I have little doubt that 
as os . / | many 


gree of accuracy, in- 
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believe, that what his Majeſty would require would be poſſeſſions 
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many, and moſt of them inadmiſſible, will be made before 1t can 
end. He, however, was filent on them at this moment, and 
confined all he had to ſay to combating the idea that Spain was 
bound by the Treaty of Utrecht not to alienate her poſſeſſions in 
America, I had the article copied in my pocket, and I read it 
to him. He confeſſed it was clear and explicit, but that circum- 
ſtances had ſo materially altered ſince the year 1713, that engage- 


ments made then ought not to be conſidered as in force now. I 


ſaid, that the ſpirit of the article itſelf went to provide for diſtant 
contigences, not for what was expected to happen at or near the 
time when the Treaty was made; and that it was becauſe the alter- 
ation of circumſtances he alluded to was foreſeen as poſſible, that 


the clauſe was inſerted ; and that if Spain paid any regard to 
the faith of Treaties, ſhe muſt conſider herſelf as no leſs ſtrictly 


bound by this clauſe now, than at the moment when it was drawn 
up. I went on by ſaying, that it did not, however, appear quite 
impoſiible that this point might be ſettled without much difficulty ; 


and that means might. be deviſed that his Catholic Majeſty ſhould 
not break his faith, and both England and France be equally ſa- 


tisſied. I then held out to him, but in general terms, that either 
Spain might _ her part of St, Domingo, by making ſome 
conſiderable ceſſion to Great Britain and France, as the price of 


peace, or that, in return for leaving the whole of St, Domingo 


to France, we ſhould retain either Martinico or St. Lucea and 


Tobago. M. Delacroix liſtened with a degree of attention to 
theſe propoſals, but he was fearful of committing himſelf by any 
expreſſion of approbation ; and he diſmiſſed the ſubje& of the 
court of Madrid, by obſerving, that France never would for- 


lake the intereſts of its allies, | 7 
Our converſation on thoſe of its other ally, Holland, was much 


longer, as the wording of the Memorial inevitably led at once 


deep antothe-ſubject; wt - - £ 

NM. Delacroix affected to treat any deviation from the Treaty 
of Peace concluded between France and that country, or any re- 
{toration-of territories acquired under that Treaty to France, as 
quite impracticable. He treated as equally impraQticabla any 


attempt at reſtoring the ancient form of government in the 
Seven United Provinces. He talked with an air of triumph 
of the eſtabliſhment of a National Convention at the Hague, 
and with an affectation of feeling, that by it the cauſe of 
freedom had extended itſelf over ſuch a large number of 
people. He, however, was ready to conteſs, that from the great 
| loſſes the Dutch Republic had ſuſtained in its colonies, and par- 
ticularly from the weak manner in which they had defended them, 


it could not be expected that his Majeſty would conſent to a full 


and complete reſtitution of them, and that it was reaſonable that 
Tome thould be ſacrificed ; and he aſked me if I could inform him 


how far our views extended on this point? I ſaid I had reaſon to 
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and ſettlements which would not add either to the power or 
wealth of our Indian dominions; but only tend to ſecure to us 
their ſafe and unmoleſted poſſeſſion. You mean by this, ſaid M. 
Delacroix, the Cape and Trincomale? I ſaid, they certainly eame 
under that deſcription; and I faw little proſpect of their being 
reſtored to the Dutch. M. Delacroix launched forth on this into 


a moſt laboured diflertation on the value of the Cape of Good 


Hope, which he did not conſider at all as a port de relache, but as 


aà poſſeſſion which, in our hands, would become one of the moſt 
. - fertile and moſt productive colonies in the Eaſt ; and, according 

to his eſtimation of it, he did not ſeruple to affert, that it would 
ultimately be an acquiſition of infinitely greater 1mportance to 


England than that of the Netherlands to France; and, if acqui- 


eſced in, ſhould be reckoned as a full and ample compenfation 5 
tor them. He added, If you are maſters of the Cape and 


Frincomale, we ſhall hold out ſettlements in India, and the iſlands 


of France and Bourbon, entirely at the tenure of your will and 
_ pleaſure; they will be ours only as long as you chooſe we ſhould 
retain them. You will be ſole matters in India, and we ſhall be 
entirely dependent upon you,” I repeated to him, that it was 
_ a5 means of defence, not of offence, that theſe poſſeſſions would 
be inſiſted on; and that, if the matter was fairly and diſpaſſi- 

onately diſcuſſed, he would find that they afforded us a great ad- 
_ ditional ſecurity, but no additional power of attack, even if we 
were diſpoſed to diſturb the peace of that part of the world, If 
theſe, and perhaps ſome few other not very material ſettlements 
belonging tothe Dutch, were to be inſiſted upon, and if he would 
be pleaſed to-enumerate all we ſhould ſtill have to reſtore to them, 


while they had nothing to reſtore to England, it was impoſlible 
not to conſider the terms on which his Majeſty propoſed peace to 
Holland as generous and liberal. | | 


M. Delacroix was not at all diſpoſed to agree with me on this 
point; and faid, Holland {tript of theſe poſſeſſions, would be 
ruined. He then held out, but as if the idea had juſt croſſed his 

mind, the poſſibility of indemnifying the Dutch for their loſſes in 
India, by giving them a tract of territory 10vards the Meuſe 
( could not find out whether he meant Aix-la-Chapelle, Liege, 2 
or the countries of Juliers and Berge), and hinted that if this 


was not to be done, an additional ſugar iſland might, perhaps, 


be ceded to the Dutch Republic. I told him all this might be- 
come a ſubje& of future diſcuſſion; and I conceived, that if we 
could agree upon the more eſſential points, the "Treaty would 
not break off on theſe ſecondary conſiderations. Our conver- 
ſation had now been extremely long, and M, Delacroix ended by 
| faying, that altheugh he had taken upou himſelf to enter with me 
thus far upon the ſubje&, yet I mutt not confider any thing he 


{aid as binding, or as pledging the Republic, till ſuch time as he 
had laid the papers I had given him before the Directory; and, 


in order to do this with more accuracy, he again aſked me, Whe- 
ther in his report he was to ſtate the diſuniting Belgium from 


France 
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France as a /ine qua non from which his Majeſty would not de- 
part? I replied, it moſt certainly was a fine gua non from which 
his Majeſty would not depart; and that any propoſal, which 
would cave the Netherlands annexed to France, would be attend- 
ed with much greater benefit to that power, and loſs to the allies, 


than the preſent relative fituation of the Belligerent powers could 


entitle the French goverament to expect. 

M. Delacroix repeated his concern at the peremptory way in 
which I made this aſſertion, and aſked, whether it would admit of 
no modification? I replied, if France could, in a Contre-projer, 
point cut a practicable and adequate one, ſtill keeping in view, 
that the Netherlands mult not be French, or likely again to fall 


into the hands of France, ſuch a propoſal might certainly be taken 


into conſideration: „ | . 
M, Delacroix by no means encouraged me to explain myſelf 


more fully; he repeatedly ſaid, that this difficulty relative to the 


Netherlands was one which could not be overcome. 5 
Juſt as I was taking leave of him, he begged me to explain 
what was meant by the words in the memoire (A) in the fourth 
paragraph, beginning de Sentendre mutuellement ſur les Moyens d ad. 
ſurer, and ending at leurs poſſeſſions reſpectives. I told him it re- 
ferred to the deſtructive ſyſtem adopted by France in the Weſt 
Indies, and went to expreſs a wiſh that the two powers ſhould 
agree on ſome general and uniform ſyſtem of internal police in the 
ſettlements there, which would contribute to the ſecurity of theſe 
poſſeſſions to the reſpective countries, and at the ſame time to the 
happineſs of every deſcription of inhabitants in them. 
M. Delacroix, a little hurt at my expreſſion relative to the ſvſ- 


tem adopted by France, endeavomed to recriminate on us; but 8 


he ended by ſaving, that they ſhould certainly be willing to con- 
cur in any arrangement relative to the Negroes, which did not 
militate againſt the principles of their conſtitution. Here our con- 
ference ended, and as, during the whole courſe of it, I bote in 
my mind the poſlibility, that although this our firſt might be the 
only favourable opportunity I ſhould ever have of ſpeaking on the 
general principles on which his Majeſty was diſpoſed to treat, 1 
endeavoured by adverting more or leſs to almoſt every point in 
my inſtructions, to enable M. Delacroix (if he reports faithfully) 
to kate to the Directory what I ſaid, in ſuch a manner as to put 
it out of their power to miſconceive what were his Majeſty's in- 
tentions ; to remove all poſſibility of cavil on this caſe, and to 
bring them to a clear and diſtint anſwer, whether they would 
agree to open a negociation on the principle of the Status ante 
Bellum, or on one differing from it only in form, not in ſubſtance, I 
Hope, in attempting do this, I did not, in the firit inſtance, com- 


mit myſelf, or diſcover more of my Inſtrudions, than it became 


me to do, and that, in the converſation with M. Delacroix, no- 
thing eſcaped me which might, at ſome ſubſequent period, hurt 


the progreſs of the negociation. I have, I believe, given this con- 
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ference nearly verbatim to your Lordſhip ; and I was particularly 

anxious to do this correctly and minutely, as well that you may 

_ udge on the propriety of what I ſaid myſelf, as that what 

M. Delacroix faid to me, may be accurately known, and remain 

| on record, | | | e 8 

| It muſt, however, be remembered (as I obſerved in the beginning 

1 of this diſpatch), that he ſpoke from himſelf, as Miniſter indeed, 

[1 but not under the immediate inſtructions of the Directory; and this 

1 conſideration will take a little away from the ſingularity of ſome 

1 of the poſitions he advanced. 3 * 

J Il ccnfeſs my Lord, from the civility of his manners, and from 

nis apparent readineſs to diſcuſs the ſubject, the impreſſion which 

| | remained on my mind on leaving him was, that the negociation 

would go on, but be liable to ſo many difficulties, and ſome of 

them fo ncariy inſurmountable, that knowing as J do the opinion 

of the Directory, I ſaw little proſpect of its terminating ſucceſs- 

fully. But J did not expect the conduct of the Directory would 

immediately be ſuch as to evince a manifelt inclination, and even 

determination, to break off on the füſt propoſals; and I was not a 

little ſurpriſed at receiving on Sunday, at three P. M. the incloſed 

letter (A) from M. Delacroix : he ſent it by the Principal Secre- 

tary of his department (M. Guiraudet) who communicated to 

me the original of the Arrete of the Directory, of which this let- 

ter, abating the alteration in the form, is a literal copy. After 

peruſing it, I aſked M. Guiraudet, whether he was informed of its 

contents, and this led to a ſhort converſation on them. I told him 

that both the demands were ſo unexpected, that J could not reply _ 

to them off hand: that as to the firſt, it was quite unuſual toſign _ , 

Memorials which were annexed to a Note actually ſigned, and that | 

I ſcarcly felt myſelf authoriſed to depart from what was, I believe, 

an invariable rule. That as to the ſecond demand, made in ſo 

peremptory and unprecedented a way, I could, without much heſi- 

tation, fay at once, that it could not be complied with. Mons. 

Guiraudet lamented this much, and ſaid, that being the caſe, he 

teared our principles of negociation would never coincide. 1 

agreed with him in my expreſſions of concern. We converſed 

together afterwards for ſome time, but nothing paſſed at all worthy 

remark. TI told him I ſhould ſend my anſwer the next day. On 

reflecting more attentively on the requeſt that I would ſign the 

two memorials which I had given in, it ftruck me that the com- 

plying with it pledged me to nothing, that it was merely gratify- 

ing them on a point inſiſted on peeviſhly, and that the doing it 

would put them ſtill more in the wrong. 55 EO 9 
As to the ſtrange demand of an ultimatum, it was perfectly clear 

what it became me to ſay, and J hope, that in the incloſed anſwer 

B. (which I ſent yeſterday morning at twelve o'clock) to M. De- 

lacroix, I ſhall be found to have adhered as cloſely as poffible to 

_ the ſpirit of my inſtrnctions. A 5 

Yeſterday evening at half paſt nine, M. Guiraudet brought me 

the Note C, to which I immediately replied by the Note D. They 

yo Sus require 
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require no comment; and as I intend leaving Paris to-morrow, 
and travelling with all convenient ſpeed, I ſhall ſo ſoon have it in 
my power to fay the little which remains to ſay, relative to this 
ſudden, though perhaps not unlooked-for cloſe to my miſſion, that 
I nced not tieipals any further on your Lordſhip's patience. 
| | I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) Mar MESBURY. 
P. S. I thought it would be proper for his Majeſty's Miniſter 
at Vienna to receive the earlieſt intelligence of the negocia ion be- 
ing broken off; I therefore have diſpatched a meſſenger to Vienna, 
with a Copy of the ſeveral papers which have paſſed between me 
and Monſ. Delacroix ſince our conference, and allo a ſucciuct ac- 


count of what paſſed on it. The meſſenger left this place to-day 


at three o'cluck P. M. 
| M. 


(No. 31.) 
5 Paris, 28th Frimaire ¶ Dec. 18), 5th year. 
"DIR: | | % cates 9: 
The Executive Directory has heard the reading of the Official 
Note, ſigned by you, and of two confidential Memorials, withour 
ſignatures, which were annexed to it, and which you gave in to 
me velterday. IJ am charged expreisly by the Directory to de. 
clare to you, that it cannot liſten to any confidential Note without: 
a bgnature, and to require of you to give in to me, oficially, 
within four aud twenty hours, your Ul:imatum, ſigned by you. 
Accept, Sir, the aſlurance of my high conſideration. 
(Signed) CH. DxLACROIxX. 


- 


(No. 32.) LA.] . 

5 Paris, 19th December, 1796. 
Copy. (B.) e ER 
LORD MALMESBURY, in anſwer to the letter which the 
Miniſter for Foreign Affairs had the goodnels to trapſmit to him 
through the hands of the Secretary General ot his depariment . 
mult remark, that in figning the Official Note; which he gave 
in to that Miniſter, by order uf his Court, he thought he had com- 
phed with all the utual formalities, and had given the neceſſary 
authenticity to the two confidential Memorials which were annexed 


to it. Nevertheleſs, to remove all difficult ies, as far as lies in his 


power, he willingly adopts the forms which are pointed out by the 


| Reſolution of the Executive Directory, and haſtens to ſend to the 


465 for Foreign Affairs the two Memorials ſigned by his 
hand. 5 


Wich reſpect to the poſitive demand of an Ultimatum, Lord 


| Malmeſbury obſerves that inſiſt ing on that point in ſo peremptory 


a man- 


jeſs. 
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a manner, before the two powers ſhall have communicated to each 
other their reſpective pretenſions, and that the Articles of the fu- 
ture treaty ſhall have been ſubmitted to the diſcuſſions which the 


different intereſts which are to be adjuſted, neceſſarily demand, 
is to ſhut the door againſt all negociation. He, therefore, can add 
nothing to the aſſurances which he has already given to the Mini- 
ſter for Foreign Affairs, as well by word of mouth, as in his Official 


Note; and he repeats that he is ready to enter with that Miniſter 


into every explanation of which the {tate and progreſs of the ne- 
gociation may admit, and that he will not fail to enter into the 


diſcuſſion of the propoſals of his Court, or of any counter projet 


evhich may be delivered to him, on the part of the Executive Direc- 
Tory, with that candour and that ſpirit of conciliation which cor. 


reipond with the juſt and pacific ſentiments of his Court. 


Lord Malmeſbury requeſts the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs to 


accept the aflurances of his high conſideration. 


"(Ne „ CT 


The Underſigned Miniſter for F oreign Affairs is charged by the 


Executive Directory, to anſwer to Lord Malmeſbury's two Notes 


of the 27th and 29th Frimaire {17th and 19th December, O. S.) 


that the Executive Directory will liſten to no propoſals, contrary 


to the conſtitution, to the laws, and to the treaties, which bind 


ine Repubie. | . 
And as Lord Malmeſbury announces at every communication, 


that he is in want of the opinion of his Court, from which it re- 
ſults that he acts a part merely paſſive in the negeciation, which 


renders his preſence at Paris uſeleſs; the Underigned is further 
charged to give him notice to depart from Paris in eight and forty 


hours, with all the perſons who have accompanied and followed 


him, and to quit as expeditiouſly as poſſible the territory of the 


Republic. The Underſigned declares, moreover, in the name of 
the Executive Directory, that if the Britiſh Cabinet is deſirous 
of peace, the Executive Directory is ready to allow the negocia- 
tions, accoiding to the baſis laid down in the preſent Note, by the 


reciprocal channel of Couriers. 


ſurances of his high conſideration, 


(Signed) Tn, DeTLAcRoix. 


70 Paris, 29th Frimaire (19th December,) 


51% Year of the French Republic, 
One and Indiviſible. e 


r 


Lord MALMESBURY baſtens to acknowledge the reecipt of 


the Note of the Miniſter for Foreign Aflairs, dated yeſterday. 
He is preparing to quit Pa: is to-morrow, and demands, in con 
ſequence, the neceſſary Paſſports for himſelf and his ſuite. 

He requeſts the Miniſter for Foreigu Affairs to accept the af- 
Faris, 20th Dec. 1796. | 
ND DECLA- 
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DECLARATION. 


1 negociation which an anxious deſire for the reſtoration of 
Peace had induced his Majeſty to open at Paris, having 
been abruptly terminated by the French government, the King 

thinks it due to himſelf and to his people, to ſtate in this publick 

Manner the circumſtances which have preceded and attended a 
tranſaction of ſo much importance to the. general intereſts ot 

Kürope. 85 „ | | | 

It is well known that early in the preſent year his Majeſty, lay. 

ing aſide the conſideration of many circumſtances of difficulty and 
giſcouragement determined to take ſuch ſteps as were beſt calculated 

to open the way for negociation, if any correſponding deſire pre- 

railed on the part of his enemies. He directed an overture to be 

| made in his name by his Miniſter in Swiſſerland, for the purpoſe 

1 of aſcertaining the diſpoſitions of the French government with re- 

g tpect to Peace. The anſwer which he received in return was ab 
once haughty and evaſive: It affected to queſtion the ſincerity of 
_ theſe diſpoſitions of which his Majeſty's conduct afforded ſo un- 

| equivocal a proof; it raiſed groundleſs objections to the mode of 
negociation propoſed by his Majeſty (that of a general congreſs, 
Dy which Peace has fo often been reſtored to Europe); but it 
. Rudtouſly paſſed over in ſilence his Majeſty's defire to learn what 
other mode would be preferr-d by France. It at the ſame time 
ajlerted a principle which was ſtated as an indiſpenſable prelimi- 
nary to all negociation; a. principle under which the terms of 
Peace mult have been regulated, not by the uſual confiderations 
of juſtice, policy, aud reciprocal convenience; but by an implicit 
tubmiſſion on the part of all other powers to a claim founded on 
the internal laws and ſeperate conſtitution of France, as having 
tull authority to ſuperſede the treaties entered into by indepen- 
dent ſtates, to govern their intereſts, to controul their engage- 
ments, and to diſpoſe of their dominions. 5 
A Pretenſion in itſelt ſo extravagant could in no inſtance have 
been admitted, or even liſtened to for a moment. Its application 
to the preſent caſe led to nothing leſs than that France ſhould, as a 
preliminary to all diſcuſſion, retain nearly all her conqueſts, and 
thoſe particularly in which his Majeſty was moſt concerned, both 
rom the ties of intereſt, and the ſacred obligations of treaties: 
That ſhe ſhould in like manner recover back all that had been con- 
 Quered from her in every part of the world: And that ſhe ſhould 
be left at liberty to bring forward ſueh further demands on all other 
points of negociation, as ſuch unqualified ſubmiſſion on the part of 
thoſe with whom {he treated could nat fail to produce. „ 
On ſuch grounds as theſe it was ſufficiently evident that no ne- 
E*Sation could be eſtabliſned: Neither did the anſwer of his . 5 
| lips. 
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jeſty's enemies afford any opening for continving the diſcuſſion, 
tince the mode of negociation offered by his Majeſty kad been per- 
emptorily rejected by them, and no other had been ſtated in which 
they were willing to concur, . BE 

His Majeſty was however not diſcouraged even by this reſult 
from ſtill purſuing ſuch meaſures as appeared to him molt condu— 
cive to the end of Peace; and the wiſhes of his ally the Emperor 
correſponding with thoſe which his Majeſty had manifeſted, ſenti- 
ments of a ſimilar tendency were expreſſed on the part of his Im. 
perial Majeſty at the time of opening the campaign : But the con- 
tinuance of the ſame ſpirit and principles on the part of the ene- 
my rendered this freſh overture-equally unſucceſsful. | 


While the government of France thus perſiſted in obſtructing 
every meaſure that could even open the way to negociation, no 
_ endeavour was omitted to miſlead the publick opinion throughout 
all Europe with reſpect to the real cauſe of the prolongation of 
the war, and to caſt a doubt on thoſe diſpoſitions which could 
alone have dictated the ſteps taken by his Majeſty and his auguſt 
ally. 5 : | | 5 
L order to deprive his enemies of all poſſibility of ſubterfuge 
or evaſion, and in the hope that a juit fenſe of the continued ca- 
lamities of war, and of the increaſing diſtreſs of France herſelf, 
might at length have led to more jult and pacike diſpoſitions, his 
Majeſty renewed in another form, and through the intervention 
of a friendly power, a propoſal for opening negociations for Peace. 
The manner in which this intervention was received, indicated 
the moſt hoſtile diſpoſitions towards Great Britain, and at the fame 
time afforded to all Europe a ſtriking inftance of that injurious 
and offenfive conduct which is obſerved on the part of the French 
government towards all other countries. The repeated overtures 
made in his Majeſty's name were nevertheleſs of ſuch a nature, that 
it was at laſt found impoſſible to perſiſt in the abſolute rejection 
of them, without the direct and undiſguiſed avowal of a determi- 
nation to refuſe to Europe all hope of the reſtoration of trangeil!i- 
ty. A channel was therefore at length indicated through which 
the government of France profeſſed itſelf willing to carry on a 
negociation, and a readineſs was expreſſed (though in terms far 
remote fram any ſpirit of conciliation) to receive a Miniſter, au- 
thoriſed by his Majeſty to proceed to Paris for that purpole. 
MMlany circumſtances might have been urged as affording power, 
ful motives againſt adopting this ſupgeition, until the govern- 
ment of France had given ſome inclinz ton of a ſpirit better cal- 
culated to promote the ſucceſs of ſuch a miſſin, and to meet 


z 


theſe advances on the part of Great Britain. The- King's dehre 


for the reſtoration of general peace on juſt and honourable terms, 
his concern for the intereſts of his ſubjects, aud his determina- 
$ion to leave to his enemies no pretext for impuiing to him the 
cenſequences of their own ambition, induced him to over 


En 
1 \ 
8 V 
22 
E 
: 
# 
$, 
7 


* „* a IR 2 72 p 
£2 8 W - . 4 ö 1 
2 ͤ TY; GO FORE <N<x 2 5 


| STATE PAPERS. 97 
every ſuch conſideration, and to take a ſtep which theſe reaſons 
alone could juſtify. | EN EH 9185 

The repeated endeavours of the French government to defeat 


this miſſion in its outſet, and to break. off the intercourſe thus 


opened, even before the firſt ſt ps towards negociation could be 


taken; theindecent and injurious language employed with a view 
to irritate, the captious and frivolous objections raiſed for the 


purpoſe of obſtructing the progreſs of the diſcuſſion; all theſe 


| have ſufficiently appeared from the official papers which paſſed | 


on both fides, and which are known to all Europe. . 
Bu: above all, the abrupt termination of the negociation has 


afforded the moſt concluſive proof, that at no period of it was 


any real with for Peace entertained on the part of the French 
government. e 5 | 


After repeated evaſion and delay, that government had at 


length conſented to eſtabliſh, as the baſis of the negociation, a 


principle propoſed by his Majeſty, liberal in its own nature, equi- 
table towards his enemies, and calculated to provide for the in- 
tereſts of his allies, and of Europe. It had been agreed that 
compenſation ſhould be made to France by proportionable reſtitu- 
tions from his Majeſty's conqueſts on that power, for thoſe ar- 


rangemen s to which the ſhould be called upon to conſent, in or- 
der to ſatisfy the juſt pretenitons of his allies, and to preſerve the 
political balance of Europe. At ihe deſire of the French povern- 


ment itlelf, Memorials were preſented by his Majeſty's Miniſter, 
which contained the outlines of terms of Peace, grounded on the 


baſis fo eſtabliſhed, and in which his Majeſty propoſed to carry 


to the utmolt poſſible extent, the application of a principle ſo | 


cequitable as with reſpect to France, and ſo liberal on his Ma- 
jeſty's part, The delivery of theſe papers was accompanied 
by a Declaration expreſsly and repeatedly made, both verbally 


and in writing, that his Majeſty's Miniſter was willing and 


prepared to enter, with a foirit of co. cilia ion and fairneſs, 


into the diſcuſſion of the different points thete contained, or 
into that of any other propoſal or ſcheme of peace which the 
French government might wiſh to ſubſtitute in its place, | 

In reply to this communication, he reecived a demand in form 
the moſt offenſive, and in ſubſtance the moſt extravagant, that 
ever was made in the courſe of any negociation. It was peremp- 


torily required of him that in the very outſet of the buſineſ, when 


Bo anſwer had been given by the French government to his firſt 
propoſal, when he had not even learnt, in any regular ſhape, the 


nature or extent of the objections to it, and much leſs received 
from that government any other «ffer or plan of Peace, he ſhould 
an twenty-four hours deliver in a ſtatement of the final terms to 


which his Court would in any caſe accedge. A demand tendins 


evidently to ſhut the door to all negociation, to preclude all dif- 
_ cuſſion, all explanation, all poſſibility of the amicable adjuſtment 


of points of difference. A demand in its nature prepoſterous, in 
its execution impracticable, ſince it is plain that no ſuch ultimate. 
ArPENDIX, Vol. I. 1796. | reſglution 
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reſolution reſpecting a general plan of Peace ever can be rationally 


formed, much leſs declared, without knowing what points are 


principally objected to by the enemy, and what facilities he may 


be willing to offer in return for conceſſion in thoſe reſpects. 


Having declined compliance with this demand, and explained the 


reaſons which rendered it inadmiſſible, but having at the ſame 


time, expreisly renewed the declaration of his readineſs to enter 
into the diſcuſſion of the propoſal he had conveyed, or any other 


which might be communicated to him, the King's Miniſter re- 


eeived no other anſwer than an abrupt command to quit Paris in 
forty-eight hours, If, in addition to ſuch an inſult, any further 
proof were neceſſary of the diſpoſitions of thoſe by whom it was 

offered, ſuch proof would be abundantly ſupplied from the con- 
| tents of the note in which this order was conveyed. The mode 


of negociation on which the French government had itſelf inſiſt- 


ed, is there rejected, and no practicable means left open for treat- 

fle baſis of negociation ſo recently eftabhſhed 
by mutual conſent, is there diſclaimed, and, in its room a prin- 
ciple clearly inadmiſſible is re- aſſerted as the only ground on 
which France can conſent to treat: The very ſame principle 


ing with effect. T 


which had been brought for ward in reply to his Majeſty's firſt 
overtures from Swiſſerland, which had then been rejected by his 


Majeſty, but which now appears never to have been in fact aban- 
doned by the Government of France, however inconſiſtent witn 


that on which they had expreſsly agreed to treat, - _ 


It is therefore neceſſary that all Europe ſhould underfland, that 
the rupture of the negociation at Paris does not ariſe from the 
failure of any ſincere attempt on the part of France to reconcile 


by fair diſcuſſion the views and ,intereſis of the contending 


powers: Such a diſcuſſion has been repeatedly invited, and even 


jolicited on the part of his Majeſty, but has been, in the firſt in- 


ſtance, and abſolutely, precluded by the act of the French go- 
dernment. | | | 9 5 . 
It ariſes excluſively from the determination of that government 
to reject all means of Peace: A determination which appeared 
but too ſtrongly in all the preliminary diſcuſſions; which was 


clearly manifeſted in the demand of an Ultimatum made in the 
very outfet of the negociation; but which is proved beyond all 


poſibility of doubt by the obſtinate adherence to a claim which 


never can be admitted—a claim that the conſtruction which that 


government affects to put (though even in that reſpe& unſup- 
ported by the fact) cn the internal conſtitution of its own country, 
ſhall be received by all other nations as paramount to every 


known principle of publick law in Europe, as ſuperior to the 
obligations of Treaties, to the ties of common intereſt, to the 


moſt preſſing and urgent conſiderations of general ſecurity. 


On ſuch grounds it is that the French government has abruptly 
terminated a negociation, which it commenced with reluctance, 
and conducted with every indication of a reſolution to prevent its 
F nal ſucceſs, On theſe motives it is that the further 8 1 

| blood, 
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blood, thy continual calamities of war, the interruptions of peace- 


able and friendly intercourſe among mankind, the prolonged diſ- 
treſſes of Europe, and the accumulated miſeries of France itſelf, 
are by the government of that country to be juſtified to the 


world. 


His Majeſty, who had entered into the negociation with good 


faith, who has ſuffered no impediment to prevent his proſecuting 


it with earneſtneſs and ſincerity, has now only to lament its abrupt 


termination; and to renew in the face of all Europe the ſolema 


declaration, that, whenever his enemies ſhall be diſpoſed to enter 
on the work of general pacification in a ſpirit of concilation and 


equity, nothing ſhall be wanting on his part to contribute to the 
accompliſhment of that great object, with a view to which he has 


already offered ſuch conſiderable ſacrifices on his part, and which 
is now retarded only by the exorbitant pretenſions of his ene- 
mies. | | TR A - 
Weltminſter, © 
27th December 1796. 


This following paper is generally canſidered ns 


THE COUNTER DECLARATION OF THE FRENCH, 


NOTE oN THE DIMISSAL OF LORD MALME SBURY, | 
TfFrom the Redatteur of Dec. 24th] 
"THE numerous and brilliant ſucceſſes of the arms of the Repub- 


lick have not ſhut the ears of the French to the voice of 
humanity. If they took up arms it was in their own defence; if 


they purſued their enemies beyond their own territory, It was for 
the purpoſe of forcing them to conclude a Peace. Peace has been 
the conſtant object of their efforts and of their wiſhes, and it was 
already re-eftabliſhed with moſt of the powers of the coalition on a 
happy and ſolid foundation when the Engliſh Envoy was faſtidi- 
ouſly announced. There were a thouſand grounds for diſtruſting 


the ſincerity of this ſtep in the Engliſh Government. The pride 


of the means which it had employed againſt us; the troubles in 


the interior of France waich it had excited; the falſe aſſignats 


with which it had inundated the country; La Vendee inflamed 
and ſupported in a ſtate of inſurrection; the traitors which it had 
hired; in fire, the generally recognized character of its Envo L 


for duplicity and intrigue, were all preſumptions of its bad faith. 
| | ; | | | But, 
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But eager to graſp at the hope of reſtoring peace to Europe, the 
Directory chearfully diſmiſſed every ſuſpicion; it rejoiced to think 
that the almoſt incredible ſucceſſes of the army of Italy, that the 
trophies of glory gained by the army ot the Rhine and Moſelle in 
its memorable retreat, had at laſt opened the eyes of the Britiſh 
Cabinet ; it was forward in conſenting to diſpatch the paſſports 
demanded for the Engliſh Envoy. Its decree for this purpoſe was 
dated on the gth of laſt Vendemaire, (Oct. 25.) Lord Malmes- 
bury certainly did not feel the ſame eag-rneſs ; he did not arrive 
in Paris till the 2d. Brumaire, following, (Oct. 25.) His firft 


cyerture ſeemed to indicate an intention of rendering the negoci- 
ation almoit interminable. Hrs powers were indefinite; he might 
have adopted whatever form of negociat ion he thought proper; he 

might have begun it, therefore, with that frankneſs and that 
good faith which in the courſe of laſt year have enabled us to 


conclude ſo many treaties ; he might have witheld every pretenſion 
which was inſulting to the Republick or inadmiſſible by its conſt - 


tution, its laws, and its treaties. He might have propoſed and 


_ diſcuſſed, without loſs of time fincere propoſitions, which would 


have been conbated with the ſame frankneſs. His conduct was 
quite the reverſe. He had no power from the Allies of England; 


he found no perſon at Paris charged to e uh for their intereſts, 
whieh placed bim in a ſituation to act only in virtue of that part 


of his powers which authoriſed him to treat in the name of Eng- 
land. He affected a wiſh to comprehend all the powers in the 
treaty, and declared in conſequence that he thought it his duty 
to ſend couriers even to Ruſſia. To have the air at the ſame time 


of wiſhing to advance the negociation, Lord Malmesbury propo- 
fed the admiſſion of a vague principle of proportional compenſation 
as the baſis of diſcuſſion. Theſe procraſtinations did not put a 
ſtop to the effuſion of human blood; the Directory lamented the 


delay, it teſtified its concern in the reply; nevertheleſs, as it 


was ſincerely deſirons of Peace, it accepted every means that was 
. Propoſed to expedite its arrival. As to the principle of com- 
per ſation, it did not conteſt it. This principle was of the eſſence 


of the negociation into which they were to enter; the difficulties 


aroſe only from the application of the principle; it called there- 
fore for this application; it aſked of Lord Malmeſbury what were 


the objects of reciprocal compenſation that he meant to propoſe. 
This ſtep was too rapid for his Lordſhip's taſte ; he pretended ts 


believe that the Directory diſputed his principle; his ſubfequent 


notes were more vague and complicated than his former; he 
affected to aſk by a note, whether the Memorials tranſmitted to 


: him, contained an anſwer to thoſe which he had previouſly furniſhed, 
in fine by way of keeping up a elimax in this temporiling ſyſtem, 


Lord M:lmeſbury though he was veſted with full powers replied 


to every word that was ſaid to him, that he would refer it to hls 
Court, and each time he diſpatched a courier, 'The indecency of 


this game could not laſt long. The note, of the 7th Frimaire, 


(Nov. 27th,) in which the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs was 


charged 
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Charged to repeat the demand to Lord Malmefbury, made upon 


his own principle, to' ſpecify without delay, and nominatively, 
the objects of reciprocal compenſation which he meant to propoſe: 
this note made him feel that it was at laſt neceſſary that he ſhould 


explain himſelf, and he promiſed to do it. Nevertheleſs, and ſtill 


In ſpite of his tull powers, he diſpatched not only a courier, but | 
one of the ſecretaries of his tegation, Twenty days more elapſed, 


and as if Lord Malmeſbury was afraid that any one ſtep of his 


proceedings ſhould have the appearance of ſincerity, the two 
Memorials which he produced on the 27th and 29th Frimaire, 


were without ſignatures. On the report which was made to the 
Directory upon theſe Memorials; on the expoſure of the over. 
tures of Lord Malmesbury, which left no poſſibility of diſcuſſion, 
fince they propoſed that the Government fhould fign the diſgrace 
of the Republick, the Directory gave his Lordſhip notice to pre- 


ſent his »/#imatum in tweuty four hours and to ſign it. His Lord- 
ſhip ſigned his two Memorials. A flight peruſal of their contents 


mult fill all France with that indignation with which the Direc- 
tory mult have read them and demonſtrate the neceſſity there was 
for diſmiſſing the man who dared to propoſe them, In theſe 


England ar once dictates the reftitution to his Majeſty the Empe- 


ror and King, of all his eſtates upon the fooling of poſſeſſion 
previous to the war. Thus, the victorious French, the French 
who have ſhed their blood, and ſquandered their reſources to 
repel an unjuſt aggrefſion were to retire ſhamefully within tkeir 
territories as if they had been vanquiſhed. They were to ſupport 


the weight and the expence of a war which they were obliged 


to maintain in detence of their liberty! Thus in compliance 


with theſe demands too, although by the text of the conſtitution 
a treaty cannot ſtipulate any alienation of the territory of the 
| Republick, the Directory was to reſtore the ci-devant Belgium. 


They were to ſign with their own hand the inſtrumeut of their 
impeachment, by the violation of the focial agreement which the 
were ſpecially deputed to maintain! Thus thoſe nations who are 


connected with us, who have relied upon our friendſhip, upon our 
fidelity, were to be baſely abandoned! England next imperiouſly | 
diſſolves the treaties we have made with the greater number of the 
Princes of Germany. In her eyes theſe trea ies are of no value. 
It was only with his Imperial Majeſty that France could have 

concluded them; it 1s upon his Imperial Majeſty that the Engliſh 


Government is deſirous of rendering that Peace dependant which 


the Republick has granted to the Srates of Germany who have 
detached themſelves from the coalition. The eyacuation of Italy 

is next propoſed by England; it would be neceſſary, therefore to 
abandon alſo ci-devant Savoy, and the county of Nice; 
would be ncceſſary then to exerciſe towards their inhabitants the 


it 


ſame perfidy as in the caſe of the Ancient Belgians: and in order 


that the conſequences of this mode of conduct ſhould call down 


upon France the hatred oi thoſe who have ſeconded her arms with 


their good wiſhes or by their means, in order that this baſeneſs 


might 
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might for ever devote the Republick to the execration of nations, 
England diſcharges her from the exerciſe of the power cf interfe- 
ring in the internal affairs of theſe counties, and by conſequence 
of that of warding off the vengeance which they already meditate _ 
- againſt thoſe who have ſhewn themfelves friendly to our cauſe, 
who by their exertions have ſeconded the courage of the biave 
army of Italy, in thoſe, in fine, who have aſſiſted in preventing 
the maſſacre of our brothers in arms. To theſe propoſitions, 
_ openly infamous, ſucceed clauſes which a little more carefully 
- conceal the ignominy with which the Engliſh Goverument deſire 
to overwielm us. It reſerves to the Court of St. Fetersburgh 
the full and unlimited power of joining in the negociation when it 


thinks proper. It would doubtleſs have interfered if we had had 


the baſeneſs to liſten to pretenſions ſo odious, It would indeed 
have interfered, and ſtrong through the weakneſs whieh it might 
reaſonably have imputed to us, it would have required us to ſubmit 
to new humiſtations. Portugal next figures in the project of this 
Lord It reſerves to Portugal too the power of joining in the ne- 
gociation ; and faithful to its ſecret principle of throwing upon 
the Republick the whole expence of a war which ſhe has been 
compelled to ſupport againſt al Europe confederated, to lay waſte 
and diſmemher her territory, Lord Malmesbury, nevertheleſs not 
_ daring to demand openly that the French Government ſhould 
xenounce the ſtipulation of a ſum of money to be paid by Portugal 
to reimburſe the Republic for the expence of the war, prepares 
in his Memorial the foundation of that unjuſt pretenſion, and 
craftily propoſes that in the treaty with Portugal, there ſhall be 
no queſtion of any burdenſome condition either upon the one fide 
or the other. Not content with the important aggrandizement 
which the partition of Poland had conferred upon her allies ; not 
content with having enriched herſelf with the fpoils of our com- 
merce, by a treaty prefidiouſly purchaſed: not content with 
having thus broken the balance of Europe, the reſtoration of 
which ſhe ſo loudly demands, England, under pretext of re-eſtab. 
liſhing this very balance, has contended with the Republick 
_ againſt the validity of the ceſſion which has been made by his 
| Gatholick Majeſty of the Spaniſh part of Saint Domingo. She 
demands a compenſation for this object. Without a bluſh the 
ſounds her ridiculous pretenſion upon the 2zoth. article of the 
Treaty of Utrecht, which ſhe herſelf, in fact, annulled by the 
ceſſion which he cauſed to be made in her favour in 1763, of 


Florida, St. Auguſtin and Penſacola. In fine in a latter article 


ſtudioufly obſcure and methodically complicated, Lord Malmes- 
| bury preſen's certain baſes relative to the rights of individuals; 
| baſes, the abject of which does not appear ſuſceptible of any 

application, unleſs they refer to the Emigrants and to the reſti- 
tution af their property, ſold or ſequeſtered. Aud the/e for froth, 
are propyhitions for Peace! DOD Ho 5 
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Ihe ſecond Memorial of Lord Malmeſbury cancerns the Allies 
of France; and this Memorial is not leſs inſalting than that we 
have mentioned. After having paſſed curſorily over the intereſts 
of Spain to which he ſuppoſes no indemnification to be due, he 
ſpeaks of Holland, and on this head bis preteuſions are extrava- 
gant even to frenzy. According to him, the French Republick 
ought to barter the liberty of HolJand—the Stadtholderate muſt 
be reſlored. France muſt ſacrifice this Republick, with which 
the molt perfect friendſhip ſubſiſts, to a new revolution—tramp- 
ling under foot the moſt ſacred conventions—fhamsfully violating 
the faith of treaties, ſhe is called upon to let lo+{e upon the head 
of this people all the horrors which would arile from the 1e-aQtion 
of the Orange Party. And what was to be the price of this infa- 
my? Would it not be imagined that England offers upon theſe 
conditions the reſtitution of what treachery has enabled her to 

plunder from Holland? Would it not be imagined that ihe was 
to add to this offer that of ſome indemnitication to be atrerwards 
arranged? No; the offers only the reſtitution of a part of what 
ſhe does not bluſh to conſider as conqueſt; and doubtleſs, by 
means of the indeciſive reſerve ſhe preſerves, ſhe was afterwards _ 
to announce the pretenſion of retaining the Cape and the Ifland of 
Ceylon; {till with a view of preſerving the balance of Europe, 
which in her underſtanding conſiſts in being herſelf every thing, 
and the other powers nothing. Lord Malmetbury propoſes, in 

fine, that if the French do not conſent to tear Holland in pieces 
with their own hands, they ſhould give to the Emperor and King 
every thing which Holland hae ceded to France in the treaty con- 
cluded between them. Do S | 1 
Such, truly, are the conditions of Peace propoſed by the noble 
Lord! Without deubt they muſt be conſidered as war-hoops by 

every man whoſe heart is not impenetrable to the love of his 
country; by every man who reſpects its laws, and the faith due 
to its treaties: it is ſhame and perfidy which England propoſes to 
us; it is the violation of our conſtitution and of good faith: it is 
the ſubverſion of our principles, the reſtoration of the Emigrants, 
the reſtitution of their fortunes, a counter- revolution, anarchy and - 
civil war; it is every evil, every misfortune, and every crime 

united, with which they preſent us in pretending to aſk for Peace! 
Prefidious England, or rather, crafty and nefarious Engliſh 
Government! You only wiſhed for money, and this was the 
only object of your embaſſy! You withed to deceive the people 
whoſe happinefs is entruſted to you! You withed to obtain from 
them reſources, without which your unmeaving rage would be- 
come impotent. But do not count upon the ſucceſſes with which 
vou flatter yourſelt ; you are about to laviſh your new treaſures to 

no purpole ; you are going only to aſſure and to haſten your ruin; 
your vain boaſt of publick credit will come to nought as ſoon as 
the blindneſs of the nation is removed; French courage will leſſen 
your arrogance, the heroes who beat you in ihe fields of Hound- 
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ſcoote, Gemappe, Fleurus, Werwick, Comines, &c. upon the 
frozen plains of Holland, upon the banks of the Adige, in the 
defiles of the Brenta of Trou-d' Enfers, &c. theſe heroes ſtill exiſt; 
they will force you to reſtore to the world that peace which 
humanity reclaims, and which your avarice and devouring ambi- 
tion withold. 5 „„ na den, N | 
Friends of Peace! take courage, blood will not continue Jong to 
 fow—England cannot ſteel the hearts of all the powers againit the 
cry that humanity has raifed. Auſtria ! Auſtria itſelf wilt ſoon 
open its eyes; alarmed at a war to which it fees no end; exhauſted 
by the immenſe expence of a lengthened ſtruggle ; depriyed of the 
reſources of thoſe ftates now in our poſſeſſion; undecerved reſpecting 
the Engliſh Government, who calling itſelf her ally has preſerved 
what was its own, and has left her deſpoiled of Belgium, ot a part 
of Germany, and of Italy; preſſed by her own ſubjects, upon 
whom the devaſtations conſequent upon the war chiefly fall ; 
Auſtria, in fine, under the influence of better councils, menaced 
perhaps from another quarter, will feel the neceflity of treating 
with the Republick, and then England, ſtanding by itſelf, and 
juſtly expoſed to all the reſentment of the French, will not be 
able to diſſemble its weakneſs, and will receive with more gentle- 
nels a Peece, which it now dares to diſdain. 5 
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